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BE IT REMEMBERFD, that on thn STth^ny of Ai>nii»t, A. D. in tho 
tho Indopcndcnco of the Oiiit<^*#tfatefi of Aiii<-hfa. F.. A. 0. W. Hluni, of ttii> snid'DiMrirt, Iijivk 
denoHited in ihit: oflii'c the title of a book, the right whereof tiiey thihii a**' |)n>iirieiiniit in tiie uurds 
following to wit : * 

*' Th^Anicrican Annual Register ; for the year«i*lfS!&‘7, or, fiAy'first year of AmerictAilnjO' 
pendence." ‘ * 

In conformity to tho Act of Congreia of tlir rntted Rtntcri, antim-d, An Act for the encourngc- 
rnent of Learning, by securing the enpica of maps, cImrj, and bouki<, to the nuthora and pro^rictorR 
of such copies, during the time therciii^nieiitioncd and alao, to an Act, entiliod, " An Art, Bu(r 
picmontary to an Act, entitled, an Act for the (-nconragement of Lenriong, hy .ji the copies cf 
raapa, enrts, and books, to tho autliors and proprietor^ of jinch copiei, diirin^lio liinva therein luew* 
k lioiied, and extending thi‘ ImncfiM thereof to the ajti, of designing, cngritving, and Kirning historical 
t snd other prints.’’ 
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CHAPTER I. 

imhor<iclcr aj •imrncan hinhxy — (.^itifniirrsies Jinlh drrat Uriiain-^Norili 
East humdary — \(ivljmtion of' i<f. ijfrrnire — />/.s/;i//c.v with Brazil-' 

l\ tin; pniijiniimiv^ciuiptcv o.‘ r«;.'^islai?co tv» colonial Oj)pressionT ‘ 
1 .iTit voliiisK', ii .'4^n’t ;’4xomK li bccuinu tiic I'cconl of discussions 
was given of the jinnciplf.-s and and incaMircs. all liaving irfview 
jH-ctonsious of tin; l’’iUro|M au pow- luo v.idfar? anil cssontial indc- 
ors/ that ajjpropiiaU’d tlic Vincii- ponikMigc of tliis Ucnnsplierc, and 
';:ui continent l<# tln:ii .iwclusi’.o llie abrogation of the i!o\ cl princi- 
Ms'ji; and «)f lln*. jiViinvT ni v.lncb jflos <?!' imcrnatiotial Jaw, wJiicli 
most of tin; colonies ••■siabiislicil grow' out of tin* colonial svstein. 
li(M*e, ass'inn'd yn*. ladL of June- Odior.tjucslions, loo, were present- 
pi'iidcut powers, 'fills (!lian:>o in cd, T-olcininii:^ disputed limits, and 
the character of* those dolomes tin; n«\ij^iiio:r ot‘ bound*arv rivers; 
esscmially niodiliod .Mie piflit'v of winch, during the la^^^ year, J 4 *«re 
all those governinonts, which hrmigiu under discussion. Sucli 
any inuniior weic conneetnl with are the m Uerials of llic present 1ns- 
the;dc‘sliny of the new wof-hl. A* torv ot^Aineriea. Wlern the iiulc- 
iKMV^cra now'commeiieeiUn its hi.*,, •fendcnl states wliieii noiv ocji’upy 
tory. Instead of ln'ing the relation this portion or liie-glohe, shall have 
of fruitless remonsj ranees against ^\isiy«l long enough togive’an air 
partial cemmercial regulations, end ijf pl^'-sihiliiv fo elaine*- founded^n 


« Ai\ JS I j aL llKGJSTl R. •1820-’; . 


prescription, uo doubt their con* 
lliQting interests ,will oAen briqg 
collisiou ; but hitherto all 
Hje j^nlfoversics in which they 
have' been engagedi have^ been 
part of their European inh^itance, 
and the entailed evds of their colo. 
jiial connexion with the old world. 
Instead of disputes aboiK contested 
titles to crowns and provinces, and 
the various coittroversies resulting 
. froiil the feudal sy^em, which Imve 
proved such fruitful sourius of dis-^ 
sention in Eiiiupe ; ‘the discus, 
sions and contests which haj^e en. 
gaged the attention of the iiule- 
j}ondent powers of Atncrica, have 
been in belialf of fr<?e trade, as op. 
posed to the colonial system; or 
concerning the boundary linos be‘- 
twCcn provinces, whose limits were 
never puoporly defined, while co. 
Ionics. This remark is strikingly 
exemplified in the course of the 
transactions betwe ui fiio I'nited 
States and (ircat Rritsfin, na. 
tion most interc«ted in perpetuating 
the colonial d«n)endence ot this 
continent upon Europe. Oji every 
occasion, that power is found^uop. 
position to the policy of ftiis conn, 
try. Fortunately, tlJb mrfst impor. 

• tarfl«iuestionB between them are no 
longer agitated ; and it Jh to be 
iioped, that^circumstances will not 
soon render their decision nficcssa. 
ry ta the interest and honour of" 
cither nation bilt still enough re. 
mains of controversy to engaNo the 


earnest attention of both govern, 
ments. An account of one of 
. the most fruitful cauces of dissen- 
‘sion, viz. the inter"oij[rseftje. 
tweou Aie 4)n!ted States, ^hiid the 
British West- Indies, will be found 
in t^e third cl^btcr oftthis volume; 
and the oflic'ial correspondence on 
• that subject, among the public do. 
cu^ciits ill the second p'arlii; fully 
developes the conflicting views und*^ 
^<)rg:iciplcs of the two- goveniments. 
The*^lhcr topics of discus«sion 
which especially engaged their at- 
tention during the last year, weso 
concerning the right of navigation 
of the St, Lawrence, and the norlk;^^ 
east boundary q^thc llnitcd Stales! 

As tl^ latter question relates fo * 
tcrritoriifl limits and igiM^tiiction, 

. topics ori which both natidlis arc 
unusually sj^msilive ; and, as con- 
nected witlfriio arrest of Bakcj', it 
fias been made the subject of se- 
rious negotiation,’ and rcipiirift; 
the inforposj^iou of a third pdwer 
in the character of an umpire, wc. 
shall examine ff lirst in order. • 

It arises out of the construction 
of tl^p 2d drticle^of the treaty of 
'Hit ; and Vs that depends upon tffe* 
meaning to be afiixcd to the ex- 
prossioti “the i\. W. angle of No-y 
Scotia,” in order to designate 
that point, it becomes necessary to 
*,iscertn*in the boundaries Uf.tliat. 
province.^ 

^ IJpon the termination of the sC! 

von years war with France in*176;?, 

• • 



UNITED 

#1^ 

Jlthc North Amci^caii possessions 
► of that power were ceded to Great, 
6rit|in. • 

One o(Hhe first steps the Bri- 
tish ministry after the cession was^ 
to divide theii^cw a^quisitionsfinto 
provinces, 'and iw (ftTme their Re- 
spective limits. 

Acco|iliqgly a royal proclama. 
4ion was issued October 7th, 17t)^, 
fixitig tllD soutLcnst boundary line 
of QucbVe as follows : 

Crossing the river St. Lawrence 
*and lake Champlain, in forty five d^-' 
grccs of north latitude, passing along 
the highlands which divide tho rivers 
tJIJf empty themselves i>i the said *ri- 
ver St. r4awrence, iidm those uliich 
AlUinto the seas : and ubo akng (he 
coast of tinjhav «)f (Hialnres fnd the 
•coast of fttff^llfof Si. Laufjiice to 
•«;ape Uosrer.” 

In coiiforiiiity with tiw« lino, (ho 
•ioyaf coniiiUi>.si<>ii lu Moningue 
NVibnot, as governor of Nova Sco- 
tia, thuM describes Ihe liiiiils of ihiii 
province. ; • 

• 

-To the noithwaiii, r.;ii >u{U piu- 
I'incc shall behwnndcd hy the 
boundary oi oiir piopnce oT t^nelajc, 
as m as ihi! western extremilf of the 
bay desChalcins; and t»thc westward, 
it shall be bounded by a line drawn 
tj^m cape liable, across the ontAincc 
^ the bay of Fundy, to the mouth of 
the river St. Croix, by the said river 

its source, ami by a line drawn due 
* north, Xrtnn ilicnre to the souinern 
hotrqdarji' of our rolony of Quebec.*’ 

This farmed the dividing linos df 
Nov^ Scotia between llic prdVince 
of Massachusetts on the west, and 


t 

STATES., V 

of Quebec on tlie north j and the 
jiofthwcst angle of tlial province 
.*was bounded by the junclion oi 
•those two linc^ 

T’hc liorlhern and eastern boun- 
dary lines of the Uniled Stalcs^as 
established by tlic ticatyof 1788, 
wa.s evidentjy cojiied from the* de- 
scriptions in that pittclamation and 
commission ; and it ij^as obviously 
^intended to presorve the ancient. 
Liundariesibetwcen the States and 
Nova Scotia «n one side, and thr 
, Canadas on tlie otiicr. 

It is?n these words ; 

• 

‘‘Art. !Jd. And that iiil disputes 
wiiirh might ari*>e in future, on iha 
• subject of the hotindaries of the sai* 
I’nited States, may he prcventeil, if is 
herVhy agieed and ilei lared. that the 
following are ami shall be^lieir boni> 
duties, visw : Fiom the nonhwest un*^ 
gh* of Nov.i Seon.i, VI/.: tint! angle 
which is founed by a line, iliawn due 
•north from the .•.onree of St. Croi» ri- 
ver to the hii^hlands — along the said 
highlands which divide (hose rivers 
that crm>t'^ thwnisch, < into the river 
St. Lawrence, from those jwliich fall 
iuto^the .yiauiic ocean, to the north 
westernmost head of tj^orntt'ciicni li 
wi ; Ihencc down along the middle oi' 
that liver, to the lorty-liiih degree of 
or north *-teiitiido, thence due wc.^t on 
that latitude.*' A c. deliuing the grea: 
iiurlheni, hmiudames of liie St.<tC!>. 
Jn the same arliele. the i u-tein boun, 
dary is .igain drawn in a filTiilar mail 
...ncr: “East by a line to he drawn 
alohg, iho river St (’mix, from it» 
mouth, iii^the hay of Fmiit)', to its 
source, directly north to the afore.^aid 
highland which divide the rivns 
fall into the Atlantic oceaip, from those 
^vbiyli fall into the ait. Lawrciu’C.’; 

\ 

It would scarcely ?ecin possible,^ 
aftcr,dctcrnnnin{ 2 : the rf the 
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river Croix, lliat llierc could bo 
any dilHculty in ascertaining ^hc 
northwest corner of Nova Scotia; ‘ 
which must neccssrrily lie in that, 
part of the highlands dK.:ding the 
rivers falling into the St. Law- 
rence, from those flowing into the 
ocean, which is intersected by a 
line extended <duc north, from the 
source of the §t. Croix. At all events, 
it .is clear, that . one of the points 
from which the boundary of tlvf 
United States commoncos, is the 

northwest angle or corner of 
Nova Scotia, and not ut*& point 
south of angle; and al$o, that 
Aoin that angle, the northern boun- 
nary of the United States is to pro- • 
cced along the highlands, whicludU 
vide the i^vcrs fulling into the St. 

■^Lawrence from those falling into 
the Atlantic. The northwest corner 
of Nova Scotia is cither at the source • 
of the llistigouche, or of its .sou- 
thern branch, calledjhc M^gantiy. 
river, both of which terminate near 
the line gxtcjided 'north ^um 4ho 
source of the St. Croix ; and it is 
not important to the decision of this 
controversy, which of 4h*soipoints 
be considered the «r>rthwe5^ angle. 
Jathat qvjfirter of the country, the 
chain of highlands which divide 
the rivers falling into tflo Si. Utfw. 
rcnce from the ocean rivers, sprcacl 
tc^tho^outh, and meet the line -eX' 
tended from the Sf. Croix; and ac- 
cording to the iiftps of BoTichottc,** 

Surveyor general of Lower Cana- 
da, published in 1815, the W; 


an^le of Nova ^cotia is placed hi 
the source of the Wagantiz, at the . 
termination of tliosd* highland^ 
Frojn this, point, tfitn^ tK'c nor- 
thern boundary line of the United 
States runs along those highland^, 
which are .dwiic sources of the. ri- 
vers falling into the St. Lawrence, 
and which form a range o/yiills dc- 
s%nuted in. the maps of Bouchette^ 
as the height of land, soinetinics 
apj^ruaebing within iniL.? of the 

St. Lawrence, and then redijdliitj 

until it crosses the doth -degree ot 
'X. latitude. ' • ' 

According to this boundary. 
wrdeli extends to the north of IjT* 
river St. John ; all the rivers fal^- 
ing iiiL the St. La wrenc e, are di- 
videil l-om those runmiij into thc*^ 
ocean ; and this is the only line 
which, cjjminencing at the north- 
west angle of No\a Scotiaf can^ 
make tliat divisiout 
• The ellert of this, however, will 
hc,to intefcept the direct conmiini- • 
cation between Quebec and Hali- 
fax, and will also conrede the right 
olijurisilijtion to the United Slates, 
ov^r two scttlcftionts-; one 01 ^‘the 
Aroastock, 4tid the other on tin 
Mu(|^waska, over which.the BritLsh 
government also claims jurisdi^;^ 
tioii. The first ol these .settlements 
wa.s donned about 7 years since, by», 
British provincials,* much inVolyed 
in debt^ and who establisliefl fiRem- 
stives there, to avoid their credi. 
tors;*dnd tile Madawaska settle- 
jnent was founded by the 
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fflfugees who were expelled from 

Nova Scdtia by thc^ British troops, 
' in 1749, and who fled to 'the wil- 
for* fefugo from the perse- 
cution of^he British aiithoriiii!s. 

•' To establish its jurisdiction 
over these seltlemeij^ and more 
especially to preserve tlic commu- 
nication between its remaining 
^provincdbJtTiC British Government 
seeks to put nnotber construction 
upon t^c treaty, and contends 
that ^be northern boundary line of 

the United States c6minences at a 
*hill cafle^l Mars hill, and thence 
runs to the westward over a range 
frills which lie at the sources /jf 
tl*c Penobscot, Kenifebec and An- 
^rdbeoggin. .• 

m This |^Mi?««idocd divid/s those 
* rivers Ciom those wliicli fall into the 
St. Lawrence, hut it nl.-ip divides 
theri^from the *S(. tfolih’s, which 
'falls not into the St. Lawrence, but 
intf^ihe Atlantic ihrougli the bay of 
F iindy. ^ 

Tlic amount of territory cotnpre- 
hendod between tbi:| and (he Ame- 
rican boundary, is about 10,000 
Mijuare miles, mostly utnnbabitad, 
but of a good soil and covered with 
timber. * 

-'The grounds upon whieh^ the 
British claim is advanced are, that it 
«was the intention of the Cmnmis- 
sioherji-who concluded the treaty, 
to drvirb? the territory ns to give to 
the* United States the whole course 
of tjje rivers, whrrse mouths aPe 
within their boundaries, and to thu 


British the heads of all the rivers 
discharging themselves within their 

• limits ; and that as the mouth of 
the St. John was within the British 
boundary linef that river belonged 
in its wboif course to Great Britain. 
They also contended that tbo St. 
John does not empty into the At- 
lantic, but into the bay of Fundy, 
and that the highlan'ds referred to 
in the treaty commence at Mars bill. 

To this argument, however, thore 
arc two conclusive objections : 1st, 

that Uie treaty c.\|)rcssly declares 

* that tho^^Vmerican line should com- 
mence at 'tiie North West angle of 
Nova Scotia, and thence psoceed to 
the West or North West along the 
highlands ; whereas this construc- 
tion would make it commence one 
hundred and twenty milcTs south oP 
the North West angle : and Sndly, 
that Mars hill is a solitary eleva- 
tion of no groat height, and uncon- 
nected with an'J range of mountains, 
along wiiioli tl/fTboundary line could 
be extended. 

To meet the first objection con- 
cerning the North West angle, it is 
contendoL on the part of Great 
Britain, that*lho^North West corner 
of the United Stafes does not extend 
beyond Mars hill. It is Iwwcver^ 

•most unfortunate comment upon 
this argument, that Bnkrr^tbo Amc- 
fican citizen lately arrested and 
tried- for anoffence against ()i^ sove- 
reignty of bis Britannic ^lajosty, 
Has arraigned in the courts of New- 
Brun»wi;ik. (a provintM^ formed 
B 
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■ince the revoltition out of the an- 
cient province of Nova Scotia^ t jid 
that the plnce where this violntion ol 
the laws of Ncw-Brunswick took 
place, was one hundrcdjnilea North 
West of Mars hill, which, according 
to the argument, is the North West 
corner of that province. 

Tliis arrest has attracted the pat- 
ticular attention of the community 
to this contioversy, and having sta- 
ted the grounds upon which the co{i^ 
dieting claims of the parties depend, 
we proceed to narrate the circum- 
atances w'hicii led to thy^ occur-* 
Fence. 

For many years after the flight of 
the French settlers of M ova Scotia, 
into the wilderness, in order to avoid 
being trapaportedto the West Indies, 
• they remained unknown j and it was 
not till half a century after theirflight 
that the authorities of N. Brunswick 
ever undertook to exercise any au- 
thority over them, viz : in 1790 and 
in 1794, after theTreaty of peace, 
when 'lliornas Carlrton^ Lt. Gov- 
ernor of New- Brunswick, issued 
several grants to .some of the set- 
tlers, of wliich fact it djes^iiot ap- 
pear that the American Government 
was conusant. 1' rom the* time of 
H): ;je grants they remained unnotic- 
ed until about 15 years .since, >^hctf 
a contes^d election in York induc- 
ed some of those interested to bring 
them* to the polls, hut their right 
has not been generally admitted, 
being refused or permitted as suited 
the views of those in powev. Since 


the dispute concerning the boundary 
line commenced, a more direct 
course to acquire' jurisdiction over 
them has been pursued ifV thcliritish 
authorities. For five or six years past /» 
Ihg French settlers have been «i- 
rplled in tl ’f militia, ai^id have per- 
formed military duty, but have not 
been entrusted with arms ; and they 
Jliavc occasionally been subjected . 
to the civil process, of t(je Now- 
JBruiiswiek courts. 

These circumstances having 
cau.sed dissatisfaction •»tnpng the 
^settlers, (some of whom were emi- 
grants from the Kennebec.) a por- 
tion of them began to question :ee 
right of the provincial authorities 
overthim. Among other acts in- 
dicative of their seiium..nts, tho) 
Cfdchrated the 4th of July, and John 
Baker, e- citizen of Maine, who liad 
resided there about seven yeais, un- 
dertook to prohil^il the passage of 
,the mail from Ciuehec to Halifax, 
throiigii the Madawaska .sottfement. 
For this net he was arrested, and 
being arraigntd before the 'courts 
oj New-Bruijswiek, was convicted 
of a inisdemimnor for seditiously 
obstructing Ins Majesty’s mail and 
disturbing the pence andjraiiqiiiliity 
of tnc province ofNew-Brujiswityk. 
This decisive and open exercise of 
exclusive jurisdiction on tiic part of, 
the provincial nuthoritie.s, o'Vcr ,tho 
territofy in dispute hetwecn*lltd two 
Vovornmcnls, produced great irri- 
tatiott among the people o*f IViainc, 
•and the Governors of that Slate and 
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'• of •Massachusetts took immediate* 

° steps to imiuire into tte transactioifi 
with the view df sustaining Itieir 
ifghts. The National 
Government also protestecT against 
lh€ usurpation of the province jof 
^ New-Brunsyic^, as iUioIation 
the agreement hctween the govern* 

• mcnts of the United States and 
•Jjlrcnt RiXam concerning ^le disput** 
ed letritojy, and required the release 
of Bakebtand indemnity for his iin^ 
prisoni.ient ; but the Britisii minister 

* defended liif? punisliniont on the 

"ground that his act uasaninunu*. 
thorised irregularity, altiicMisih lie 

• pXynised to lay the demand of tlw 
American (jovcrnmeitt heforo the 
kin^, and concluded with ryepress- 

— ing a wishatlfSf^ho mode of'arhilra- 
tion, which was the result of this 
•correspondence might put (iie quos* 
tion ai rest fur ever, by determining 
1)ie boundary line. 

'flic assumption of authority on , 
«9the part of Great HritaiiipOvcr the 
disputed territory, was in the sequel 
earnestly protested against by Mr. 
Clay ns inconsistent with the inode- 
nKiuii, which it wa** nnderstwd ky 
both govermneuts should be mani- 
fested in relation to it, and b^ in- 
eotnpatiplc with the rights of the 
-- United States. 

, • This correspondence resulted in 
acpnvimtion with Croat Britain, by 
whicit itr was agreed that definitive 
statements of all the facts connect; 
cd v4lh (he boundary, and r«^mter 
statements in reply, sliould be pre-* 
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pared within twenty-ono months af- 
ter ths ratification of the convention, 
and that tlie whole should be sub- 
mitted witliin tw^ years to the arbi- 
trinient of ^ome friendly power, 
whose decision should he obtained^ 
if practicable within two years there- 
after. In this manner a mode wgp 
prt)vided for 'flic amicable adjust- 
ment of a controversy, which at one 
time endangered tlic frfendly rela- 
ihins of the two Governments. 

The negociafions concerning the^ 

right of 4)e citizens of the United 
States tojiavigalc the St. Lawrence, 
did not terminate in so sntififacloi v 

manner. The British ncgocia- 
tors at one lime endeavoured to con- 
nect the two questions ^ogetiier, 
wMli the view of obtaining’ remune- 
ration of our claim concerning the 
North F.astern houiidarv, as an equi- 
valent for permission to navigate the 
St. Lawrence ;*\)ultlie federal gov- 
ernincrit MeelinoTlo accede to that 
proposition. Indeed it may well be 
doubted, whether t he tci fttorral rights 
of Maine and Massachusetts could 
be harlcrAUaway for the navigation 
cf a river, in which neither of them 
hare any concern.* 

Such was the view of tho"Nation^ 
»\ (j overament, and the ncgocia- 
tions on these subjects werp accord- 
ingly kept di.stinct. 

In the correspondenefi concern* 
ing tll« St. iiawrenge, which will ho 
found in the latter part of this vo- 
lume among the public documents, 
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Ihe British GoTcrnment steadily de- 
nied the naked right of American ci- 
tizens to navigate this river beyond 
the place where it become a part of 
the boundary line, any’ contended 
that it was one of those qualified 
rights, the exercise of which de- 
pended upon the will of the govern- 
ment in whose terriiory the river 
emptied itself. 

The argument by which this po- 
sition was sustained, was derived 
from the right which every nation 
• possesses to prohibit cither in whole 
or in part, the citizens* of other 
countries from visiting its territories 
for coinmercial or other purposes. 
On the other hand, the Aniericn» 
Government maintained, that that 
argument^ was inapplicalde inas- 
much as its citizens did not ask* to 
visirthe British territories, but iuerc- 
ly demanded the innocent right of 
passage through thi;m ; and that as 
the St. Lawrence was not sitnilar to 
a river, a great part of whose course 
was within tho B itisii itorriuirics, 
hut was the only outlet of five, great 
inland lakes, and was rather a strait 
connecting navigable ^da>i„.the con- 
venience of the vuit nppulation, ai. 1 
the interests of tho fo i tile country on 
**their shores, created a right of ac- 
cess to the ocean, whiclf ough* not 
to be sacrificed to the ^jealousy pf 
the smaller population of the limit- 
ed territory gn the banks of the Su 
Lfiwronco. ‘ * • 

Tho right of passage down that 
liver was entirely refused by tbg 


British Government ; but an expbe- 
tation prevailed, that rather than pro- 
voke tho United ^States to rotalia- 
tory measures in that part* of tho 
river exclusively within their juris- 
diction, the benefits of the naviga- 
tion would*^.... exteniled to the citi- 
zens of the United States by act 
of Parliament, although frgm an ab- 
surd and lingering attaclirnctit to 
her antiquated system o^' colonial 
iponopoly, that goveriimc..i declin- 
ed to admit tl)c unqualified ?'ight of 
passage. 

While these discussions concern- 
ihg boundaries and the use" .^f 
boundary rivers were progressit>g, 
other qfjestions relating to our neu- 
tral and maritime rigllsjlaroso with 
one of the new American powers, 
which by ar unadvised step on tho 
part of tho American minister at 
that court, scrionsly embarrassed 
tho (sovernment of tho United 
St.atf's. In prosccntlng tho w’ar 
with llncMio.s Ayros, the Kmpernr 
of Brazil determined to avail him- 
wjlfof hy naval superiority hy hlork- 
iiflingJlhe Bio de Jui Plata. This 
hlo«kado of neoos.sity circtimscrih- 
ed tjiecommon'ial advantages which 
the citizens of the Unimd Slates, n.s 
ncutral.s, would otherwise have dc- 
rivod from carrying snpplio.s to the 
ports of Biionos Ayres; hnttosiich 
inconfcnienccs they were* oldiged 
A,o siibniif, provided tho blockade was 
closdy and HfToclually maintained. 
Tri that case the rights oftho neutral 
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*• muHt give ^lace to those of the bel- ‘ 
ygcreiit. 

Th^Br^zilian flhct was sufficient- 
ly numcroutlo maintain a rigojous 
blockade, fiut in point of tact the 
blcfckading squadron was so oft^n 
^ eluded, owiqg tS a weal of skill or 
energy on the part of its command- 
* ers, that it might be fairly regarded 
««s inadequate to its dutiqs. This* 
state ^f i|/fairs gave rise to a per- 
plexing ^question : for while th^ 
^ Americtns had a right to infer from 
^ ^ the Inos^ncsH with which the block- 
ade was •kept up, that it was. 
not an efl'ectual blockade, and of 


of Great Britain. It was unavoida- 
ble, in this state of things, that in 
ftie prosecution of the war, many 
violations of ^ur neutral rights 
should not ^ccur ; and when the 
character of the Brazilian Navy^ 
and of its Government is taken into 
consideration, it is easy to believp 
that the exerdse of their belliger- 
ent rights was not always tempered 
with discretion, or a spirit of forbear- 
ifQce and humanity. Against these 
invasions of neutral rights, both in 
principle and practice, the Govern-^ 
rnent of^llm United States strong- 
ly protesj^ed, and the energetic re- 


* cjftsa not entitled to respect; the monstrances of Mr. Condyttaguct, 

, Bmzilian Government umintaiued ^(he American Minister at the Court 
that these violations were owing to of Brazil, supported as they were by 
-nho lenilyf>rtftr officers, and to the the presence of a naval forje, under 
manner in which neutrals abused Capls. Biddle, Elliott and'Hoffinon, 


*the permission granlq^l to*thein to 
^visit Monte Video, from which place 
thev often cleared out for ports in 
the Pacific, and taking advantage of, 
' a fair wind, run hy the Brasilian tleet 
into Buenos Ayres. Tho difficul- 
ties caused by these Circumstances, 
were also increased hy the attempts 
xfhich Brazil made to supjily the 
inefficiency of her iia\al officer^, by 
setting up tiic pretension of enforc- 
ing wlu»t is commonly called a pa- 
per blockade. This pretension, 

.•whicli on tho part of Brazil iqight 
ju.illybe considered as absurd, tho 
. Gqvfirftment of the United States, 
failhful to its principles, resisted, as 
it h^ formerly done* when adwinced 
by the more powerful Government 


induoed Don Pedro to relinquish 
tho attempt to enforce a paper block- 
ade, and to acquiesce in the prineV 
plo conlendedTor by the American 
Govcrniheiit, vf^N that no vessel is 
liable to detention, unless rhanifest- 
ly evincing an intention to violate 
the blockade, after having been 
warned and that no vessels on 
the iiigh seas should bo detained, 
although destined to blockadeir** 
ports. • 

• The Brazilian cruizers, however, 
continued to capture American 
vessels for alleged violations of the 
actual blockade, and a wnrtn bikI 
un|)lousant discussion commenced 
between the Brazilian Minister of 
Foreign Aftliirs and Mr. Raguet, 
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in relation to these captures, which 
terminated in the abrupt departure 
of the latter from the Court of 
Brazil. The immediate cause of 
this decisive step, was the seizure 
of the brig Spark, formerly a public 
armed vessel in the American ser- 
vice, but at that time belonging to 
citizens of the U nited •States. This 
vessel was first ofiered fur sale at 
Rio Janeiro* to the Brazilian Gov- 
ernment, which refused to purchasj 
her. The captain tlien cleared out 
for Monte Video, and the day of 
her departure she was cqntiircd otF 
the port of Rio Janeiro, ai\d carried 
back, oz tlie ground that she had 
augmented her armament and crew 
while in Rio Janeiro, and that these 
circumstances raised strong suspi- 
cions that* she was intended to he 
sohl ^0 the government of Buenos 
Ayies. 

Air. Raguet immediately inquired 
anto the motive to this seizure, 
•wliich was given iTv tlw Brazilian 
Alinistcr, who invited him to cause 
these suspioious circumstances to 
be explained, so that the vessel 
might be released. ThLs.inviiati(iii 
was at once declined by M r. ilaguct, 
on account of tlie uncourteous con- 
sduct of the Braziliantf overnment,and 
t>eGauac the seizure had buen made, 
before his interference was rerpiest- 
•ed, and the next day, March 8th, 
]^27,« ho demanded his passports, 
which being granted, he sailed fur 
the 'United States. Although this 
seizure of the Spark was thq alleged 


cause of this step on the part, of 
Mr. ilaguct, ii is obvious that other 
circumstances operated upon his 
mind, and had produced„nn*frritated 
state of feeling very unfavourable to 
the temperate discussion of those 
questions, v^jpli grow out of the col- 
lisions between neutral and bellige- 
rent rights ; and in one remarkable 
(instance, jic had compromitted the 
character of a Minister by language 
^hich did more honour to,, his feel- 
ings as a mail, tliaii to his discre- 
tion as the representative of a fo- 
reign power. We allude to his 
strong and severe denunciation of 
the Brazilian nation to tho iii.uer 
Secretary of c'oreign Alfairs, on ac- 
count of an outrage committed by 
one of its naval upon a 

Spanish subject on board of a Span- 
ish ship«on the high seas. No 
doubt can exist as to the nature of 
that transaction, and no expression 
of individual upiiiiun could sligma- 
tizu it toq. strongly ; but it did not 
fail within the sjdiRre of tlie legiti- 
mate duties of a Minister of a third 
party, to notice it in liis olliciul ca- 
pr«city ; and it was compromiAii.g 
his character to introduce it in his 
jliscyssions with the Brazilian Go- 
vernment. 

Under sucli circumstances, the 
unauthorized departure of Air. Ka-, 
guct from his station, pl.icedhisGo- 
vernmf.nt in a most cinbar^uskiiig 
situation. 

* Many illegal captures had .l,iccn 
made, and uiiwurrantahlc measures 



) panAma 

• • i 

• adopted by the public oflicers of ‘ 

• Urazil, which suhjecfed our com^ 
inerce to injury ami insult ; but the 
Governnicni still preserved a con- 
ciliatory to'he; and not only pro- 
iniitbd redress, hut in several instap- 

^ ces relcascd^nferican^ssels, and 
acrpiicsced in the principles contend- 

• cd for ly the American Chargd 
^’AtTaires! system of procrasti-« 
nation in ^lation to vessels detained 
foradjiuUcAtion, was indeed adopt-, 
ed that tniglit have justified retalia- 

^ tory measures on the part of the 
‘^Tijited States ; hut the propriety of 
taking such measures depends upon 

• ti^^ecision of ( ’ongress, which the 
. K^ocutivc is not competent to anti- 
cipate. ^Vlicn a Foreign Minister 

-tietrrminc# leaving his post, it 
is generally deemed a preliminary 
*step to more decisive irteasarcs; and 
if such a step is only the termination 
of an unsuccessful negotiation, and 
resorted to hci’ause remonstrances 
«havc jiroved fruitless, by ^auction- 
ing his departure, his own Govern- 
ment adopts the nsrue energetic 
course, and is considered as nppro- 
viftg of his whole 4:onduct in the 
negoeialion. 

• • 

(ill this occasion the (iovcnnijiciit 
of the Ignited States could not have 
done this u’itliout placing itself in 
• tin; w'rong, and on the otlier hand it 
cr>it}d riot disapprove of his depart- 


MISSION. 15 

• 

the time and mode of manifesting 
that feeling depended upon the will 
dt' Congress, and Air. Kaguet, by as- 
suming the responsibility of mak- 
ing a ruptur^ between the nations, 
put a stop to negociation, and placed ^ 
the Government of the United 
States under the necessity of decl<v 
rirTg war, or opfctracingits footsteps. 
Fortunately Don Pedro, alarmed at 
the effect tif Mr. Raguet*S departure, 
Mgk immediate measures to prevent 
any further misunderstanding, and 
despatched a sp*ccial messenger to 
, the United Slates, with assurances 
of indeniDity for all illegal captures, 
and prompt redress for any^njuries 
sustained from his nioasures by tho 
citizens of tlic United States. 

This satisfied the President, and 
the diplomatic intercourse between 
the two (roverntnents was rencw'ed. 

The celohratcd Congress of Pa- 
nama, of whose origin an account 
was giveft itf thc*Tak volume, had its 
first nieeting in tlie month orilunc of 
anil after coiicludingni treaty 
of fiicnd'iliip and perpetual coiifcil- 
oration hel^veen llm hcHigerenl par- 
ties, the deputies adjourned, to meet 
at Tae.uhaya,*a jileasant village near 
the city of Mexieo the oiisfiing Fc^ 
^ruarv. The domestic opposition 
which was made to the appointment 
of the ministers of tho United i^lafe*-., 


urc without giving an advantage, to prevented any irpreseiilation iTj'ihis 
tho llrazilian (Jovernineut. 'J’hn^ countiiv in that (hipgrcss at its first 
/ Govwnment had juslly incurrQd the sitting, and nlmo>f as a necessary 
displeasure of the United Stales, bll^ conscrpicucc, no su!»jccts excepting 
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those immediately atlbcting the bel- 
ligerents were taken into conj^idcra- 
tion. 

The Ministers nominated by the 
President, were at length appointed ; 
but one of them, Mr. Anderson, 
died on his way to Panama, and 
Mr. Poinsett, the residing Minister 
at Mexico, was appointed in ‘his 
place. Mr. .Sergeant his colleague 
repaired to Mexico, to be present 
when the Congress should reass^'iH' 

bl6 at Tacubaya« The Congress 

did not assemble, however, at the 
appointed time, and therp being nu 
prospect of another session at any 
specified period, Mr Sergeant re- 
turned to tiic United .States. The 
causes of this unexpected issue of a 
measure, wbicli promised in its com- 
mencement to do so much to me- 
liorate the condition of mankind, by 
diminishing tlie causes as well as 
the evils of war, arc not yet fully 
ascertained. Tlu^re is, however, 
every reason trMi.:lic\eC, ‘that they 


are connected with the intomal 
^commotions bf Colombia and Peru, 
and the univcrsait apprehension ex- 
isting in South Americji^' tfT (tie am- 
bitious designs of Bolivar. 

If the Representatives of • tho 
United couM have been pre- 
sent during tho session at Panama, 
it is probable that a declaration 
I would have been promulgated ex- 
pressing the sentiments oftiieAine- 
^ rican powers on the disputed princi- 
ples of national law, whi^Ji were 

originnlly contemplated to forin^ 
part of the subject-matter of its de- 
liberations. 

, In their absence, however, it was 
not deemod adviscablc to consider 
those topics, and an opportunity was 
thus omitted of tni7/gal'.ng the ai. 
cient rigour of the laws of war, and 
of enru'’cing the liberal principles 
maintained l>y the govcrnnii?nt of 
tlie United .States, whieli may not 
be again speedily presented. 



CHAPTKR li. 

>il‘ lilt Opposilion-SecHwial Character — Mdtluntry oj 
Parftf^E.rrf ptions io First Mes^nge^iff Mr, Adam — Nomination of 
Cm, .frtrhon— /fw AMrtSS to legislature of Tennessee— Principles 
of Oppt)silion — Mathlalsof Opposition — Charge of •Corruption against. 
^ •thc Administration — Gen. Jackson^ Letter to the Public — Mr, Clay's 
Answer — Gen. Jackson's Replp^RffutatiM of Charge. — Executive. 
Ptrir> mage — Internal Improvement — Manufacifnrs — Cum merce — Inrlinn 
^am, • • 


The opposition to the adiniiiis- 
ii'ation of Adams, which had 
Tnanifested itself, even previous to 
any devclopemcnt of his vjews as 
to the ^foreign and ddm(sr4ic po- 
licy of the government, now as- 
sumtx! a more consistent shape. — 
JThe discussions on the various 
subjects recommended by Ti\e e\e. 
cutive to the consideration of con- 
gross in his first message, eli- 
ei^d opinions, and the coll^ions eg. 
the fiill elections of 1821}, hathcrca- 
led in various parts of* the country 
domestic parties, having in vioNVhc 
support T>r the overthrow of the ad- 
ministration. 

In their incipient state, ilifse 
parfiog were of a geographical 
i^iaractcr, with the exception nf^ 
the states^ ol' Pennsylvania, Ken/ 
nickk^ and l.ouisiana. which, bt* the 


operation of peculiar causes, were 
dctadied from the parlies, with 
which they were coiinecU'd by po- 
.>itioa. 

la the ninciccnlli eongross, it wii< 
uceordiiigly found, (iiat on all queSr 
lions of a party nature, or which 
•might direetjy tit^idirectly affect 
the administration in public opi< 
iiion,«thc i^prcseiilatives tVom the 
Southern states, together with those 
from Pennsylvania, took opposite 
sides to«tlH)sa from tlie northern 
and western ^tatey The political 
characteristics of this parly , or the 
grounds upon which ii jusliiied its 
opp<^ition to tl)o .'idiniuistrution, 
vicvc not ar once doveloptnj. Rea* 
sons wore given for not assenting 
to certain measures, which wore re- 
coinnicndod by the Executive ; Ivir 
unm'alilii’d opnowilini? wasdi'.rlaiin 
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ed, except by tliose who professed entangling aijiances wjtii Ibreign 
to believe in the alleged bargain powers. 


between the President and the Se- 
cretary of State. These did not 
hesitate to dcclarothe-rdcterniina. 
tion to put down the administration 
at all hazards ; but others, and cs))c- 
cially certain of the senators from 
states, where the friends of the ad- 
ministration were in the majority, 
rest rved their opinions as to their 
ultimate course, declared that tlrJy 
would judge of it by its measures, 
did not rank themselves with its 
unqualified opponents, .‘uid thus 
lulled the suspicions of its friends, 
until arfter their rc-election to Ihc 
senate. An opposition nuijttnty 
iiaving been secured in that body, 
the opitiions and priut^iplcs of 
the party wvvr now promulgated 
in their sp(M:rlu.s, both in con- 
gress and iit the primary asseni- 
Ijlies, with ilie \iew of operating 
upon the population of those states, 
wliich were ''iTuoved from the 
sphere of sect ion al prejudices. 

The Pa.iaiiia mission alforded 
an opportunity to conirnenee an at- 
tack tipon the administration, as 
having departed from the sale and 
cautious policy of the I 'nited Slates 
■ with re^'ard to foreign nations ; and 
frequent appeals were made to the 
Father of his country, for the pur- 
pose of showing that an accep- 
Jtance of the invitation of the South 
American republics to ho present 
af that congress, was pregnant 
w i»}i all the evils to he dre.-aded from 


The American people ho /ever, 
did not respond to these appeals, 
The> readily distinguished be- 
tween the ainbitiuiis policy of ma- 
king theii‘*®::.uintry tl:e arbiter of 
other nations ; and the timid policy 
of ignorant and barbarous coun- 
tries, whhdi, detaching tbeiustdvo 
from the rest of the wor' l, are in- 
attentive to the great movements 
that are taking place beyond 
their own borders, and, by heedless- 
ness or negligence, permit more 
siigacious goveriinienls to appro- 
priate tlio advantagc.s, whicir'***rh 
within the reach of all who. arc 
awake to llicir own interests. In 
the choice of ollioiTopi<!!!>! of politi* 
cal discussion, the opposition wn'- 
more siH!eessful. 

During tlio long and pt/accfnl 
administi jition of Mr. Monroe, the 
public iniiid bad been umisually 
tranquil 'J’he hitterness of part;* 
spirit had subsided, and the lead 
ers of tlie conllicling pailie 
into which the nation hud bcdi 
divided, forgetting their past dillev 
cnees, were yftCFi setm !\arin* u > 
ly co-operating to advame tin- 
general interests. 'I’lie citi/ou , 
who had in lormer limes Ijeen .sli 
rnuiuted by an aejive political zeal.* 
now ronieinl>ere<i they were politi- 
cians, only when tlujy wertj csAllcjl 
’.upiin to act as electors, and ama) i 
gumated almost into one iiiajs the 
• American people, with an impavid 



nimsITloN. 


ieitiii liriuvitiiUVr u|y>iDVc(I of the 
•|)olicy of thft fcdoral fi;ovornrncnt. 
ThisfiatiBraction wilh the conduct 
of their rulers, unfortunately yiani* 
tested itself in too great an indiifer. 
ence towards p|iblic concerns, i«d 
» the elector* did noP^rupulously 
examine the conduct of their re- 
presentnliv(!s, nor nicely canvass 
their pretensions to popular favouiT, 
>’»4^ng«us tiie measures of the 
govenifticnt did mU <!oine into col- 
, iision with their pr^,vatc pursuits. 

' Tn conscfurcnce of thisindilferenGCj 
n class ofhicro politicians appearofi 
in public life, who i^erc indebted 
til? thoir riuccestj lo the alsencc ^f 
jm^pouertul excitement, and of 
those slroiij; motives v.iiich call 
lll^fnfo the Arvice of the nation inmi 
d’ commanding talents. 

'J'he machinery amj ur^nizalion 
, of pjfllies, which, in the heat of the 
political conflict, have the eiVecl of 
coiioentrating the sutfrages of the^ 
electors upon eandnlate* selected 
w'hen there exists no indiflerence 
IS to success, now* promoted the 
views of men, who owed^ their ,^d- 
>^ancenienl solely to a pliancj^of 
principle and a ready suhservmnct! 
to the w'ill.of others. ^ 

(n this state oflhings, it was easy 
to produce a factitious political sen- 
• ‘^t.inieqt in legislative boilies, ^very 
diflerehl from the deliherate opinion 
of jilieliomnMinity. The ywninanr)' 
r>f the country, and (he indust rioijs 
inhyoitants of the towns antUrities, 
reluctantly yield their attention to 


it* 

intricate jioliiii al (picsiiuiis, and 
arc !ilo\v to form an indopeiident 
judgment as to conflicting opinions, 
especially whei parties art* in an 
embryo sta^. It is not, however, 
so difflcult to gain the attention of* 
those who are jealous of power, and 
who drink with a thirsty ear all re- 
ports derogdfory to those who ad- 
minister the government. This 
jealousy, although priflseworthy in 
tteelf, mav be carried to excess, 
and when it loses its power of dis- 
crimination, it Is rr.adv to confound 
'liberal rwpendilure for what is nf- 
cessary*\vith extravagance, and to 
charge the accidents aru^ niisad- 
, ventures to whieli all human af- 
lairs are sul)ject, and from whic!\ 
the complicated concerns of go- 
MTiiinent are not cxemp’t, upontlu' * 
iiicapacily or negligence of4hosr 
who administer it. 

With the \ie.\v of enlisting the 
prejudices of tliis class against the 
admin istrfWionrc^Wrges of extrava- 
gance w^to freely made against 
those now at the head of* the go. 
verniiienl ; resolutions tvere intro- 
duced inf(i congress, insinuating ra- 
ther than asserting, that the patron- 
age of the execiiuvc was too great*; 
and it was proposed to ^cst siirlf 
•checks upon it in the legislative 
branch of the government, as in 
oflect to (rniifcr the appointing pow - 
er upon that department. • Tlw 
ordinary and cstsydished expendi- 
tures of the government, were ex- 
nminod. with new and unexampled 
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rigour, for the purpose of produ- 
cing the belief that they originated 
with the present administration ; and 
an assertion on tli^ part of tlic Pre- 
sident of his constituti Mial right, to 
appoint, in the vaca/ioii of con- 
gress, diplomatic agents to transact 
the foreign business of the country, 
was construed into'Un usurpation 
of a new and unconstitutional pow- 
er. Exceptions were also taken 
to certain of his recommcudatui^is 
to Congress, as indicating a wish 
for a magnificent and expensive 
vseheme of government, and a ten- 
dency towards corivSolidati<3n on tlie 
part of' the federal authorities. — 
These objections, wliicli at first 
were confined to that class of poli- 
ticians who conteij'lcd for a strict 
and narrow construction of the 
cons-titution, wore not at once adopt- 
od by the friends of the Vice Pre- 
sident. They prutessod to found 
their opposition on ihc corrupt ori- 
gin of the admiiiifftration, and as- 
serted that it was the clear and ma- 
nifest will of the people, that Con. 
.fackson should be elected Presi- 
dent. . * 

This portion of tli6 opposition, 
'‘for it was ohviou.4 thaf there was no 
•x:ordial agreement between the two 
sections of the party, either as tc, 
the powers of the governriicnt or 
the mode of administering it, at 
gnee declared open hostility against 
the administration, and pniceed- 
ed‘to nominate candidate for the 
presidency. In conformitv with 


one of the ^roun* s pf opposj 
tion, they fixed upon Gen. .lackv 
son, who, in the month o^' O^t^ohei . 
1825, was nominated lA' the legis 
lature of Tennessee as a candidate 
in opposition to Mr, Adams, 'rtii- 
nomiimtioiir was formcdly accepted 
by him, in an address delivered be- 
fore both branches of the legisla- 
*lturc, in v<hich he resigned his seat 
in the senate of the Unitsd States. 
After stating that he was oviginally 
induced to accept the station hr 
then licid, because be* understood 
-that lie would not bii required to 
serve longer than for the term of 
«K* congress, he says, that Ar 
would still continue if any import. 
aiU service could be peiibrnicil, but 
that he was not aware of any impor- 
tant business likely to be brought 
before aiiigress, except an amend • 
merit of the constitution in relation 
to the choice of a chief magistrate. 

He then alluded to the nomina- 
tion of himself us a c.^ndidate, and 
proceeded as follows ; 

“ Thus .situated, — my name pre. 
sented to the freemen of the United 
States for the first office known lo 
the con.stilution, — I could not, with 
any jtliing of approbation on my 
part, consent eillicr to urge, or on- 
courage an alteration, which might 
wear the appearance of being iiu* 
duced by selfish consideration.^ — 
by a desire to advance my own 
^iews. 1 feel a thorough and .safe 
c6nviption, tlial imputation would 
be ill founded, and that notliiiii; 
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could pri^mpt me to any active 
, course, on that subject, which my 


prone to evil : we are early taught 
to psay, that we may not be led into 


judg|)eitf did nOt approve ; yet, as “ temptation ; and hence the opinion, 
frmlat^ents it might he inferred, that, by constitjitional provision, all 
that the prospects of your recommen- avenues to^temptation, on the part 
dation could he rendered prohqhle of our political servants, should be 
only hy theji^eople hsasSig the dunce closed. 

gwem to them direct, abundant “My name having been before 
room wyuld be afforded to ascribe the nation for the office of chief ma- 
any exertions of mine ta causes ap- gistratc during the time I served as 
])ertainiiig exclusively to myself, your senator, placed me in a situa- 
JinpittaJions thus made, would be *1100 truly delicate ; but delicate as 


extremely irksome to any person 
of virtuous and independent feel- 
ing ; they would certainly prov#i* 
so to me ; and hence the detenni- 
wition to retire from a situation 
4jJ[ierc strong suspicions might al^ 
least attach, and with great seem- 
ing propriety. I hasten, therefore, 
to tender this my resignation into 
the hands of those ,wli(t conferred 
it, fliat,iii the exercise of their con. 
stitutional rights, they may confide 
it to some one deserving their con* 
jidence and approliatio*i.” 

After eoinmenliiig ui»ou the 
amendments jiroposed and ap. 
proving of them, on account of 
* their removing the clcclion* en- 
tirely from congress, he reconi- 
niended. an additioiuii pi^vision, 
making all members of congress 
ineligible to any office under th» 
general government, excepting jii- 
.diciiil offices, during their term ol* 
sjIVvice, and for two ycaits thereaf- 
ter. He concluded ill the Iblloipug 
manner : ' . • 

“ We know human nature to he 


it was, iny*fricnds do not, and my 
enemies cannot, diarge me wiih 
descent^jjiig from the htdependehf. 
ground then occupied, mith degra- 
ding the trust reposed on me, hy in- 
triguing for (he presidential chair. 
•As. by a resolution of your bod\ . 
you have thought proper again to 
^^resent my name to the Americar.* 
people, I must entreat to bc^ cxcu- 
sed from any I’urthcr service in the 
senate : ami to suggest, in conclu- 
sion, that it i.>Mue to myself to prac- 
tlse upoivthe*'ii>:j^xiins rccomrnend- 
e<l to others ; and henc^, feel cou- 
striiineit to retire frptn a situation 
where Icmptatioiis may exist, and 
^uspickms ari>r of llie exercise of 
an iiifliiedce tending to my own 
aggramlisftmeill.’’ • 

The strong insinuations in this 
address against the propriety of tlie 
last election by congress, plainly 
indicated bis dissutistaction at the 
result, and manifested a*willij;ig- 
iie^s to sanction an opposition to 
tlie administration, on the gtound 
of its corrupt origin, 'fhis same 



ground was taken l>v (he iiduercnt:? 
of the Vice President, in the dis- 
cussioti on the amendment proposed 
to the constitution by Mr. 
in the first session ofib;? nmefeentli 
congress. These insinuations were 
at that time warmly repelled, and 
none seemed disposed to ndy upon 
this ground of oppo!iition, except 
that class of politicians, who in all 
questions of the constructive powi'i- 
of the federal governineut, and tlvf; 
mode of administering it, agreed 
rather wdth the friemls, than ihc 
opponents of the administr;,iiion. 

This discordance in the iqaterials 
of the opposition, prevented an> 
harmonious concert oi' action and 
purpose at the first session of 
congress ; hut during the vacation 
and the sutcceding session, <rrc«il 
progress was made towards a 
stricter union between its ditferent 
divisions, and before the adjourn- 
meat, the party ha\l assumed a 
consistent sliapc.ie'Al >hat time 
this more intimate union took place, 
it is difiit^uh aseeriain ; but 
shortly hel'oretlie terininaiiori oftlie 
second se.-sion of tlie niireteenih 
congress, a leading opposition 
^-v'mber from Vii-giniH iuiijouiiced 
ti^the pubjic, that the annhiiuilUms 
lor efiecliiig ilie elevation of (jon. 
Jackson were nearly eornpleti.', 
and in fad greater concert was 
manifci^ted in their party rnove. 
monts after that time. During, the 
session several topics were intro- 
duced, developing the prinriplesof 


(lie Opposition, and arrayiiig tin 
parties more distinctly agiilnsleacb 
other. Among these may Ur eiiu 
mcrattd, the hankru)rt act, the 
hills for the gradual improvement 
uf,thr navy, aufhori/ing ilry docks 
and a naviiv-iischool, the appropria- 
tions for surveys and internal im- 
provement, the controversy be- 
Hveon (Ivoigia and the goiierul 
government respecting the Creek 
ireaty, the bills angmenKirg the 
duty on imporfod woollens, and 
closing the ports of the J;iiited 
estates against Hrilisb wsJsels from 
till? colonies, alter a liinitf’d period. 
On all these sidijeet'a the opposiv 

lion paii \ took ground, oilln'r from ■'» 

real diHerencc in sentiment from 
the friends of the administratioii. 
or from an nnwiiliiigness to pertni* 
any iiarasiirc to succeed, which 
could rellect credit upon them? So 
great was this opposition l<i the hu 
siness before congress, during tin 
last scssioii, that it was generaliv 
believed that the minority inul 
concerted to sii.p th«« passage of all 
iiiipoi'tam bills, for tin; |.iirpt)<e of 
rendering those adiniiiisteniig llie- 
gu\ eminent niipopuhir. 'I'lie ordi- 
nary business of earh day was 
opposed, V, i'i. almost liie ve 

iiruiH nee, as tiiat wijic i, had a 
political! be.iiai^ . In Ibis manne; 
much of both sessions was cbhsu.- 
rued, and ti-s the adjuurmiieiit*bl 
congress approached, many im- 
porhini bills wen' lost for w'antiof 
lime to mature (lieii details, and to 
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leirotnjilc , the two^ housns upon* 

• points which a little reflection 
woul^ ha\'e [)la9cd in a clonr point 
of view.N 

The colonial bill was rtlic which 
tt'ks peculiarly iinlbrtuatc on Uiis 
account. ^ 

At the. first session of the nine- 
iccnth « ongress, a. bill wju? introdu- 
‘ cd into the senate, to accept, as f^t 
as pnicl^cablcjthe tijrins propose-d In 
iTic“‘'^I'?«tisli acts uf regulating 
the iitlercourse of foreign powers 
with her \Vest India islainls. Uw. 
iiig to the long and iiitcrniiiiabl^e* 
'lebales for ; ')lilica! effect in that 
J^tbdy at (hat m .s-jion. tnh. hill wasjiot 
Jessed, and in tin} vacation the 
Rrilislj govornna nt inferdicted the 
trade. iu.aI . session, moa^ure.s 
of retaliation wore piojiosod, hnt no 
tlelinitivo steps were lak«n until the 
ch^o oflln' session, and hyadi.<^a- 
greeinent hot ween the two houses, 
llie bill was lo.>i, and the executive 
was CfiinjrclliHl to clo.sc^ui' ports in 
an aiwiipl iiejiuier. witln/at anv 
cundiliocs. • 

'Die woollen.-, bill was lost from 
' .1 .similar cause. 'I'he discift.^ion 
■m this bill, f'.oni^ the supjrcsition 
ihuUh'.\nori]) :md west aioi!i| would 
he Jienelitted hv its passage, at 
oiic.o as.surm <la party character. • 

.riie southern ineinhcrs, who 
.formed the nucleus of the oppo.* 
.silinn, opposed its passage with 
unusual vcheiiienco, and stijn^ua. 
l»/.cd* it 118 an* attiunpt, to* tax 
their eonstiinciits for the heucirf of 


the wool growers and tiianufactu- 
rers^f the north. It finally was 
'lost in the senate, after having 
passed the other branch of the le- 
gi.slaturc. ^The pressure of other 
business was the ostensible reason 
of its being laid on the table of llic* 
senate ; but the poUiical character 
»f‘ tlie senators, who voted for its 
postponement, plainly indicated, 
tliul jioliiical feelings entered large- 
•]y into ihe cause of its defeat. • 

The. oppl>siti(m to the other hill.';: 
was of a inixet] character, proceed- 
ing pailjy from an nnwiliingness to 
increase' the patronage of the ge- 
neral govi'.rnment, and piyrtly from 
appielicnsions of an invasion ol 
the right.s reserved io ibo Rtatci--. 
luflced, tlic party attachments of 
ilic members of tliu opposition had* 
now become so strong, as to jndnee 
iliein to forego their own opinions 
as to the*, constitutional powers of 
the goverinnPnt ; and while this sa- 
c.rilicc of j>ou*»cal opinions wa.s 
inadu by (lie tViends of’ ibe \ irc 
I’rcsidenl mid the oaj’lier friends of 
fien. .laclvson. to propitiate that 
class (tt^poliliciiuis. uho contended 
for a narrow cniislruction of the fe- 
deral confjutci* ihc l;uli-r w. re^in* 
duced to relin<inish thei« doubtsra> 
to the political orlhodoxy of the 
'l'i«e I’lesiilcnl, for tlie s.-ike ol' 
union, and. after nearly two years 
of doubt and hesitation. joiiKid irule 
maiiicing the ^admmislration a- 
corrupt in its origin. 

|o, this nwiiner »lic .seciiMn;i' 
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•;liaracte.)‘ ot‘ tlie opposition was 
modified; and, aJtlioii^di local i/itc- 
rests and prejudices stiil predomi- 
nalcd in its councils, its principles, 
which now affected the construe- 
lion of the powers of llio govciiii- 
ment itself, were adopted by the 
inhabitants of otlier parts ot' the 
country, and assumed^ a consistent* 
and decided character. On many 
subjects, hut 911 none more than on 
the extent of the powers of the ua- 
tional government, it differed from 
the friends of the administration. As 
a party, it contended for a strict- 
ness in the construction of the con- 
stitution,^ entirely at variance with 
the established practice of the go- 
vernment. It denied the rightful 
exorcise ol’ many powers, which 
-.had Ijeeii hitherto unquestioned,, 
and sought to reduce tln^ foderui 
govcrnriiciit to a complete, dr- 
pcndeiice upon the state govern- 
meuts. 

The old argume» 4 .^ against tlic 
constitulioMal existence of the lini- 
ted States bank were revived, not- 
withstanding a contrary construc- 
tion iiad been acquie-sced in,nlmost 
from the first organizatroii of the 
gcn'criiment ; and the right of the 
iit^tional authorities to take an ac- 
tive part in any work of infernal 
improvement was resisted, because 
it could not be exercised without 
acting qpon the territory, and thus 
violating the sovereignty of an jn- 
deneijdcnt .state, lit still mon* 
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v'clmmentl y denied, tnui cougre?.- 
posscsnofl the power to inipoac any 
duly for the protocriou of ^orn ,‘.stic. 
manuiacturcs. The effc .1 of tin* 
law was, i>y an extraordinary pro- 
co.ss of reasoning, urged as an af- 
guniont uga^st the constitutional 
right to enact it, and the motives 
of the rnemhers who voted for it, 
w«^rc invc.stc(l with a retroactive 
power, Sij U.S to deprivf; them cf the 
authority to pass a statute, viucli. 
if enacted upon different grounds, 
would have been (dearly, copstitu- 
tipiial. This extraordinary doc- 
trine, which, if correct, would have 
overthrown every revenue law id 
our statute book, was not onlv as- 
serted by the leaders oi'tiie oppo.si- 
lion in congress; but also* by the 
IcgislaiiirevS of (fcorgia and South 
C'aroiina, t/je Ibrnnu’ of which went 
so far as to declare its own con- 
struction of the constitution to be 
correct, and tliat it would .submit 
to no otlior. 

The insubordinate and violent 
conduct of the govf?rnmenl of 
the same state in relation to the 
Creisk treaty, produced a colli 
sion between (Georgia and the 
generah government, and the do- 
cided steps whicli the president 
was fmaily compelled to take, (af- 
ter the m(*si earnest effoi1.slo satis- 
fy her claims,) in order to preserve, 
the trampiiliity ofthe country, arhl 
to maintain tlic integrity of the 
constitution. reruobated 
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an uiJj)i Ccntloiiteil violation of static 
lights, uiifl as iiiciiaciii;^ their sove- 
reigyy .ami hiticpendeucc. IJis 
(loelar{tli\i to‘con;ri';S‘S tliat “ jier- 
severance on I he jiarl iieor- 
gfa in acts of em r«iUchinL*iU uyon 
the territones T«ecuy;-J' to tim In- 
•lians hy a s(»lemn treaty, wouhl 
'■onipel the exi'«:nli\e oftlie United 
.Stales to enforee the jaws, aii*l 
tuHU t hr; duties rd'the nation, hy all 
tlnV r.ntuti'.illed t'tr thac pitr- 
pose fo lus ehariri', ' \wis repi.- 
senied,as i»n alK'inpt to ininniilalr 
flu* stalrfiaetlaniiies hy the rniierj 
Slates niililiU ' . W liii.sl ih< <«’ spe. 
!^rn; eonipl:».ii!l‘« \.eie Mpr*ol\ made, 
(»r eneroarhsm.-nts upon llsr; rinhls 
e.sei'ved to liie slales : oennal ae- 

fnsiitioiif v.oru jiriipaiiuitil ol' u 

"VSt etna lie di'siiiii, o\i tin* part ol’ 
the last as well as of thu prr'senl 
odniinissratioii, todestn** (he h»cal 
<o)veniiiients, and to eon>o!idal!* all 
the powers of s<jv<‘v<*irni\ in (he 
federal ofovi.'rnnient. Jhe new 
bnhjccts which, in the pressure of 
other matters, liad h«eno\erlookcd: 
bnt which the dcvfdopf*il wants of 
the community had now forced 
upon llte attention of conriress, 
wore all enumerated as iky in- 
stances of a departure from the 
constitution; ami the e.\])eiidiiiire3 
of a {Government over twelve inih 
lions ‘ of pr'oph*. were compared 
wifit its expenses, w hen tlv popu- 
latirm did not equal half that niii^- 
bc% anti the itioreasc was^relftNl 
on to prov^^ the corriipticm and r-s. 
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travagance of those who adminis* 
Icrcsi it. 

'J'hese topics were not only urged 
in the sptiechys in congress, but 
\vr;re mentioned in the messages of 
some of tile slate governors, who^ 
were iiiitnieal to the administration ; 
and in a letter from a distinguished 
k ader of 1 hr/ opposition, to the le- 
gislafure of New-Vork, atlcr c\. 
pressing his acktiowkedgmcnt for 
«iiis rc-clectiim to the senate,* he 
procemls to* ay, that he shall zeal- 
ously exert himstdi’ to protect the 

* remuiniQ^ ri'ihts reserved to the 
jiafe.-'. ^ r.verv thing indicated, that 
a fii\i<ii)n of parlies W'.is »bout to 

^ lake plvic(‘. and tiiat one of the 
main gvomid.'! nf (ho opposition, 
would he that (lio powers of 
the national guvornim.iit ought lo 
he diminished. Uesides flip oh- 
noxions moa^nros which excited 
so much .warmth, doctrines and 
priiK'ijiles wiTe cited ns a jus- 
titicatioii »f tin " opposition to the 
present administration. * 

Tin* rccomniendaticns of the 
president of a national university, 
an aslrrtnornical observatory, and 
of other objcet.s of general interest, 
were partifiuhnlv criticised, ds 
jiruofs of the tendency c£ the n» 

• iioiial government to consolidation ; 
and the authority to create .such 
*mstiiniions by congress was denied, 
on the ground that no specitl* graut 
of sijeh ]>ower exisfed in the con- 
stiliiiion. 

On the other hand, tin: friends c- 
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ihe adniiuisiration contomicd, that 
these subjects were necessarily 
matters of national legislation, and 
that those, to which the stiOMgest cb- 
jections were made, we,'*e in confor- 
mity with the settled practice of the 
government. The power of making 
internal improvements, iiad been re- 
peatedly sanctioned it'i congress by 
a continually increasing majority ; 
and that of promoting domestic in- 
dustry, by aiiginentifig the dutie>. 
on imported goods, was one of the 
powers first exercised (and with 
that express view) by the federar 
government upon its organization in 
1789, and at that time was not ({ucs- 
tioned by any party. The uni- 
form practice of the government 
was appealed (tj, and the debates 
in the state conventions called to 
ratify the federal compact, were 
cited, to prove that these were 
among the evils which tlie consti- 
tution was ini ended lo reined V, and 
to show, that sujl^^Was Uie eonlern' 

poraneoiis construction of lliat in- 

« • 

strurneiit. , 

Whilst tliC consiiiiuionul ob- 
jections to the exercise^ "Tif these 
powers were thus disAissed by the 
(^iponcnts and tlfe frftmds of the 
«dmiiiistfation*, a much larger num- 
her were induced to espouse the* 
opposition party, from a belief of 
ihe inexpedioncy of exercising 
^cm,.a]thougli they conceded, that 
they were within the legitimate 
seo]tc of its authority. 

'I’liis fihjeotioii, as to their inex- 


pediency, was especially urged 
against the [iropriely of u>ing the 
power ofthe fedend govervjmqpljlbr 
the purpose of inakiiig i>ticnial im- 
provements, and a Iso to any augmen- 
tation of duties with the view of cn- 
couragiug ^tnestic manufactures. 

An unwillingness to introduce 
into the national couiu ils so preg- 
nant a source of ilissentiuns, as the 
power of making roads aipl canals, 
and an undisguised reluctiri.\~e !»• 
invest the general goNernment with 
the patronage naturally flowing 
from this power, induced some tti 
array themselves against this poli- 
cy, who w(u*e ill general .salisllerl 
with tlie admini>t ration of tiie go- 
veinment. Olo iou- < onsideiution'*, 
derived from tin; .scienc.oi.oi' politi. 
cal economy, wire al-o uiiiid 
against ;j,uy .sv.^tem tin* iln* proU'C* 
tion of ilomestic infiiis'r\. i.'l’lie 
mercunlile |mri of tin: ei!mmnnii\. 
in I’special, was slronglv mijui-ss. 
ed willi tin: inexpedicin y of sin.h • 
measures, and a large ))orlion nl 
that class, ill t.'n* iiiidiilc stan.'s, al- 
leged that as their gr. Mini oi oppo- 
sitimi to fin: admimstralioii. ilai! 
the party in opposition to the go- 
vernyieiil eonfmed itself to ohjec- 
tions, either growing out of a ilif- 
ference of opinion as toils |»owors, 
or the mode of administering it, the,., 
political conte.st must, have - been 
cuiiducited with calmness, a^id tin: 
reason ofthe electors, ami not their' 
passions, would liave predominated 
at the polls. I’nforlunalely, ho" - 
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ever, charges imputing personar 
dislKinoiir, l)otli to the prcsidcht 
and |li(' seoreiarj of slate, were 
widelv*ciHtuliiled l)y the partisans 
of tlic opposition, thougli not in 
sifeli a shape, as to enable thgse 
ijiterested m r(^iJting..*Jfem to take 
an> publi(.' jiotiee of tlie ueeiisation. 
fn the mean time, the puhiin mind 
was oxaspfjrated Ijy tliesy insinuilf 
lions, wjiieh, alllioiigli unproved, 
Avere '*iidely dilfused. (‘riniina- 
tions find recriminations hccame 
tnapienl. ,lmpn>per motives wore 
**«n|)iited to ilie leading men of both 
parfie.s, and «'H embiilercd feeling 
fj^gun to lake tlio place of the 
oalmness iind tv.iii<|uillitv, whicli 
ijaTl liiilicvlo predominated in the 
jnilitical «vorid. 

At length till' charge of bargain 
• and intrigue procee^decl* from a 
ijiiarfc'r, which called fur an answer, 
.'liui hr.)ur,ht on an investigation, 
- that li'sniJeii m eompleic ac. 
ijuiltal ol llic parties accysed. 

IbrvctK iiilcr liie adjournment 
fifihr .ojigrci'^ a IojIc!. dated 
Man'll fSli. l-'io, .i; pt aii'i m the 
pni iiv |■uipv^luign•^l•. 

iatr a conversation wth lieu. .Ij.ek- 
.-joi^ III iucli in said Hu.-. Mr.Ij'l ay s 
iVicmis Ml iM'.igress j'roposed to Ins 
iVieiid.s, ilia, if (iie\ would promise 
,»for him. iliat Mr. ,\dan:s slamld 
ndt he- <hiii:iiiiied as secretary ol 
slaf^,, Mr. Cl.iv ainl his^friends 

would at once elect (<• ii. Jai'ksiiu 

• 

pie^ideiTt, and that* lie ^(ieii.^.liudi’ 
.ioii) indignantly rejected the pro- 


position. Tliis aeci(*-atioii was im.- 
mediately repelled us untrue, and 
'Mr. Beverly, tlic author of the let., 
ter, being scvcjfcly attacked in the 
newspapersfon account of it, wrote 
to (ien. Jack-son for a confirmation 

• 

of hi.s statement. In rrjply to tin’s 
letter, (ion. Jackson gave, an ac- 
count of th^ negotiation whicli 
was COinillCJlCCd willi him in rel;»- 
tion to lii.s advancement (o the pre- 
iiydency. 

Accoriling (oliis slalcmcnt, early 
in January. 1825, a member of con- 
•gress, of Jiigh respectability, visited* 
him, and after some preliminary re- 
marks concerning a great intrigue 
which was genng on, said that he, 

i r> n ■ 

had a communication to make, 
which, after some apologies on liU 
part, and (Jen. Jackson*' .s jiei'mis’ " 
sioii, he procemleil to make, iji tire 
following maniiov : 

” Ho .said that in: had ho(?n in- 
formed by the fi ieuds of .Mr. (.day, 
that the fri^'inis .Mr. Adams had 
made overtures to tlicm, living, if 
.Mr.* Clay and hi.s fiiuids woiiM 
unite, in aid of the election of Mr. 
Adams, Clay slumUl he .seerc'. 
lary ot*stute* 'I’init the friep.d.s of 
Mr. Adams W ert^urging. a.s a reif. 
son to indiiro tiie iVieiuI'i of .Mr# 
•Clay to accede to their propositioi*. 
thal if 1 was elected juvsident, Mr. 
•Adain.s w’nild be continued secri-- 
tarv of state, (innendo, there *voiili 
be ng room for Kentucky.) 'riial 
tilt* friends of Mr.* (.’lay stale J, the 
west did not wish to sepaniTo rit>m 
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the west ; and if 1 would say, or 
permit any of my confidcatiul 
friends to say, that in ease 1 was 
elected president, Mr. Adams 
should not be conlinue'l secretary 
of state, by a cnmjdeie union i>f 
Mr. Clay and his friends, they 
ivould put arj end to the prrsiden- 
tiul contest in one iu»ur. And he 
was of opinion it was h^iht to fiuhi 
such inlrign;?rs with their own 
weapons. To which, in Mihstancc 
I replied, ‘ that in politics, as in 
every thing else, jn> guidr uas 
principle; and couirary t<* flu; ex- 
pressed and unbiased will <.f the 
people, ..»r thi.dr eonsiitoti'd 
( never woiihl sw ji lotf) ihi* jar-l- 
dential chair;' and i'e(]ne-'lrd hiiii 
to say to Mr. a?i«l hrs fnrnd<. 
for J dill 'suppose he liad < wni.: 
iVoni Air. ( 'lay, alihouiih he 
'he term ot Air. ('lav's liaend'.J 
' that hetore ( would j« .u’h (he pre- 
sidential eluiir h\ -'li.'.lj ine in-J el’ 
iuirgaiii and eni Mpiim, I v.oulii 
see l!u; oarih op“n ami swallow’ 
hotli Mr. f.'lny ;eid his iVieiui'; and 
myself with tliem. 11' liiey had 
not coiilidenco in me to laMi» \»-, if 
I was elected, that I v,\add'ca!l lo 
iify aid in the cai/inel, nu n of the 
first virlJC, talent and inteoni\, 
not to vote for me.’ 'I’iie serond ^ 
day after this commimie.ation and 
reply, it was aimoiineed in i!ie* 
iVJWHjmpers tliat Mr. Clay had 
come out opohlymind a\»)W'i'diy in 
lavour of Mr. Adams.” 

Indiis letter Mr. Clav's J'riemU 


tvere directly charged with havmg 
pi\>posed to (roll, .lacksou, through 
a distinguished laeiuber uf.icon- 
gres.s, lo vote for hi in, ia' case ho 
would dt^chire, (hut Mr. Adams 
should not be continued as secre- 
tary of slut(i; and it was insinnated 
that this proposition was made h\ 
authorit) of Mr. Clay ; and, in or- 
(h.'r to strenMtheii tliat insinuation, 
it was asserted tliat immediately 
after tin; r('jeelion of the pr.vposi- 
tion. Mr. Clay canie out openly foi 
Mr. Adams, 'fo lliese eliaige.** 
Mr. Clay ga\e at once au umpiali- 
tieddeni.’il so far as he hmiselfwii,- 
cp'iecnu-d, and pieffSM-d hisenlin- 
<li'^l*i ii<<i‘ in tin 111 it n .-ptM-tiMl hi ■ 
friends ; :ind aln r speaking st'Vere- 
ly el’Cmi. ./.'u ivsori as liisaicnisec. 
r\pre-sj'd his strong iiraliti<’ati«ii! 
•* tiiat a -o eeiHe. arcu.-aliuM hy a n*- 
'•poM-.jlde ae.cn>er had at ap- 

jifand.” ' In tiie lett« r making 
(his Nialemcni, C(ii. .laekson had 
miiiiiated h.s dcin iiiinalion lit 
give tlie mime fit liu- mi.mihi;r oi' 
eoiigress alha! >d (i*. in eas^* .Mr, 
Clay should, iimli;r hi'i nwu name, 
dertv all knew leiigi; of (he m-gotia 
tion. Inemnplianee wilh tliat jiro- 
iiiisi*. Iff; mnv st.’iltMi, (hat llu! person 
alluded to, was .lames ihicliaiian. 
a lejiresentalivf of Peiiiisvivania. 
Jle .mun.over, slated, that having nl- 
ways imderslootl that Mr. IhiMiaie 
an iiad, until lir.d memenl, he4‘iT'<)M 
hfmiliar and fnemily terms with 
Ml*. Clay, he eoiihl draw tie otiier 
infen nei-. than that V|r. Buchanan 
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was authorized to inako the propo- 
. sitioii he <hd. * 

“ fJis chiUT.ctOf with me, '(sivs 
(iCii. JifhkV^O iorhids tiie id(‘a 
that, he was acting on lus rtwii* re- 
spoosibilily, or that iimier aoy eir- 
eumstaiices lie ^.-oidd^ j^ivc hocai 
induced to propose an arr:iiio-<;. 

. inoiit, iifdess pos.sessod of Mitisliie- 
!:ietoi'v assiiranees, tliat it^aeeept.# 
' *'d. it would he earried lidiv into 
''iVcia/'**. I'lider that I'upre^.sion. 
Ill aiiswi'i’ to uliat he luui'.iden.d 
, llic CcUili(Mj.sl\ sidiniiiled propo- 
sition of smne aulhoiized peistui." 
i»e saifl tiiai hi- rupiesied Mr. Ihi. 

• cdi^naii to >as “ lo .tlr, t'las and 
his Irieiids," wlie.t 1 m> 'emimeu!- 
worc ill rejalio!! to fli?M jiropo-'i- 
tioii. • 

Jle, however, di.-'elaiiiii-i! 'ndxii':.* 
••oiy charge :o.iam'’'i Mr. i . oni 
ilenioihaMniiaeeo.-ediitnT ifi.M i;u» 
(li’ivy to that I'omuniiiicaiton. 

■ "’I'his eonlrovL'iM hav in:; eM iW-d 
oejil int(.’ro>t, Mr. li'ielnii'ao louinl 
himseir «;ompel!i;d to make a -late- 
' niciit orthe eoinmimifca'ioii a!' id<-d 
to, which he iimnediaiel\ did, en. 
tifoly exculpaliii» .Mr, (*la\ aiJl 
hi.s friends iVoiii all parin ipii* mu iu 
llic^llei^LMl propi>siiie.ii. He .'t^ieil. 
that in the inontii of Deeeuther, a 
rumour was in l■lreuhnlon at \\ ash- 
jinStoik that tlen. .laekscm intended, 
if elected', to keep \li-. .\dams m 
as Sbetetary of hlate. lJe^ie.\ iii«; 
that such a hehef would eoul Iin 
friei^Is mid inspire* ins oppoiienl.-^ 
with eonfidcnee, and heimi: u 


porter of (.ion. .lacksoii hirnsolf, 
he tliyught that the General ou^lil 
tfjcontnuliei ilie r(;port, 

NVitlilhe view ofohlaininff such a 

f . 

eoiitradie.lioiij alter consulting se- 
veral of the iViends of Gen. Jack- 
son, and, among others, (ien. Matori 
and .Mr. Markley, wlio coincided 
with him in. •opinion, as to the 
expediency of obtaining some 
devlaruiou from the General, Ibi 
tli^' pur])ii-e of imiueing file weslerii 
mi.*mher.stoh'’li'’\e, that Mr. Adam*; 
would not b*‘ eiiiiliniied hy him as 

•eereiarx «il' -tate. .Mr. Ihirfianaii. * 

• •• 

Mil the dllih of li“fember, \b’2i. 
called oil lum. , 

Aii'-r -» »iiii;.> that Midi a i’e}iort 

I-- 151 *-in iihii i«iM. .Mr. niichaiian 
wi.Mil* ii (t» 'i\, tluit lie iiiUfet per- 
«ep,.> how MijiiriiiU.s it iiM*l ju’oxe 
!.» li.-j '-l. i lion — that iiu doubt. 
Ill* le ut le .vcveial ahh and amhi- 
tio'i' men ill the eituiiiry, among 
wlioni I iliouglft Mr. ('!a\ miglii. 
Ise melmh-d.^ w iio nen* aspiring to 
ihat oiiiei-; and it'it\ere U-hevod, 
iiiat T:« Inul alreaiix d(;k'‘rinine(i f«t 
appmiu hi\( hif i <iHhinli!iu\ \\ might 
iiavc a n>o:;l nniiappx elicel upon 
their t \* vlioif"'. and lilo'-e of their 
iViemU. 'riini infie-s lie had 
deterinim d, I ihought thatjliis re-« 
^ori .'^liould he promptly eontra- 
•iieted under hi> own authority. 

• To thi- *Geii. .laeksou replied, 
that llnmgli he thought well oi’.Mr.^ 
A., Iiijiii'l in-ver said,*ur intimated, 
tliaf he would or*woiihl not, ap- 
point him serrelarv of.-tate. Thai 
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iiu'St won’ sonri.' In* wnuld krop 
to hini-ioll’ ; aiul that it’ oVicioil 
Vvosiilout, It sslioulil bo Nvith<tut so- 
li<*ita!ion aiui iiitngut' on itis [lart, 
and that ho would ;;o ntn otVioc iiii- 
traiiiMicllcd, and at liherly to soloof 
tho best moil to till ilio oilicos ot* 
the govenimoiit. 

-Mr. Hiioluuian tlieii asked per- 
mission to repeat this aiiswcM- to 
an\ pcrsoi'j ho tliought prope*r. 
'vhich was grunted, and here tlu; 
conversation ended. 

Mr. H. liirther stalful, that he 
eiilled on (ien. .laeksun.soleh as 
his iVicnd, and upon ids own re- 
■'pon>i'‘i*ilil\ , and not as an aumit 
lor Mr. Cliiv.or anv otlier perstm ; 

tlidt 111' li:t'l iiL'vei' been u Irtend of 
.Mr, Clay dmuig liie presidential 
• onte-t : dmi lhat he iiad not t)ie 
most, di-^taiit idc'u liiat <I(.mi. .f:iek> 
son beli' \ei!, or sii'peeted, tiiat In* 
i-iiiiie on hehuirot’ Mr..('!a\, or of 
iji'3 ['neiid'-, .lutd rlic puldie.atioii ol’ 
flu* h Ui r, -f; liiat aeeU'iUioii. 

Dial iif' .siijMi. -< n ’Imt surji an iiii. 
pit; .si..!i w ws ffi!''rt:iiu<-«l in tJen. 

’i!*' .-lionid have liastiuird 
to undefcive 'no. ; iail, 'aro-r iii<* 
i:«ii \ «. i>at! iii on tin- illlih ti!’ JJe*- 
heinle r, tin; ri ua'- nmcr 

Mgai’i Jin !' d ‘o <ir iiM'iitiom-d l»y 
to n. .];■(•» •'■M. li . if it'-r oi* 

III roriM'isaiion >i'h Ihiclia- 
Jian. 

r XmIu jilisi<in({in!i, tins liili and 
e.piieit dmiifil l)\ .Mr. Ihiejianaii 
inmadt, oi' iiis inning made aiiv 
pto})osilion to to n. .laekson in he- 


' iiall’ of tlie friends of Afr. Clay, 
till’ er\ of bargain and eorrnplion 
was still kept np,* and bolti . asser- 
tion and .strong cliarge 'were .snh- 
.slitnted for proof. In llie mean 
time, tlie aeirnsed parlie.s were 
eoiii[«elIed‘lhy tlndr stations to ah- 
.stain from answeriiii* aecu.satioii.s, 
wliicli were made wiliiout tlie au- 
•tiioritv of a name, and no evidence, 
from the \erv naiurc of tlie ease, 
could be adduced to provcnv nega- 
tive. 

At leiliTlh, howevei tl>e rol^- 
testiiiioiiy which couhl, i/mler .-ueh 
eircuinstan(‘es, he* |>rodneed. was 
collected and laid helin e the public. 

.V circular lette r \va< addros.srd 
to the western meniher'--, ^for Him 
alone were accn.sed of huving niis- 
repre.sentcdtheir con.stiliients, ) wlav 
voted for .Mr. Adams in tin* elec- 
tion by cofifirc.s.s, in lN:dr>. i r^m'st- 
ing to kn’ow, whether there was any 
foundation for the charge in tin 
letter of (ieii. .laek.-on. 

'I'o this ciretdar their replies 
wore etimillj dear and saiisfjiclorv , 
'Hiey all denied, (with iln* e.vcep. 
ti«ii of Mr. Cook, who was di*ee,.. 
sed, hut whose jire.erenee for .Mr. 
.\ dams had alwaxs hef-n .so deei- 
iled, as to render it umieer^sary 
for him foc.vplaai h;.s lote,) baling 
been eomisaiil of anv |)ropo.siiiont> 
made by Mr. Cla\ or his fnend.s ito 
Ceil. Jackson, or to aii\ diiiei'i'n'r. 
rtoii; and al.so e\|)lii i!l\ disi:laimed 
any iirgolialioii with ^■•spec.‘. to 
their voles on ijiat occasion. On 



OFFICIAL PATltONACE. 




• • t 

• 

tluj iiDiitraiy, tlic incmlj<;rs iVorn * 

• Oliio jstHtod that they had dctci'- 
mincd|ii[)^n votiflg forjMr. Aduias 
pnivioiLS* A their being inforined 
ol the detorniiniitioii of Mr. (.’laVj 

ninf without having ascertained 

• ‘ • 

views. ^ if 

The nicinbcrs from Kentucky, 
wlio voted with Mr. Clay for Mr. 
Adams, expnjssed their ij^norance* 
of\co.ndit|pns of any sort having 
been olT.-red by liis tru nds to an\ 
[H.'rson, *on eoiripliauee with which 
, their vol;; was to dej»« iid. 

Till' niQiiibcrs from fiouisiaiia • 
and Missouri coincided in these 
dc^ihirations, and thev all profe'ij» 

, <mI tlieir belief in the falsehood of 
I ho oluirgos made aoaiii'it Mr. 
(’lay, on jteeount of lu>! conduct on 
iiuit occasion. 

fn addition to this t<'iitimon\ . 
Mi', '^(lay producc’d Idlers from in- 
dividujtl'. high in the (Hiblic es- 
djeni. in iont j)arts of the coun- 
try aikd among fithers, (j’oni La 
I’ayetle, i!-siil\jng to Mr. t.’lax's 
declarations to them iuf iiis prefer- 
ence for Mr. \<lams over Ceii. 
J.1rlv>on : »‘uid that these *declur.t- 
tions were inaih^ previous to liis 
leaving his residence in Kenti^cky 
for VVa;ihinglon, in the fall of ISti l ; 
and that lie continued to express to 
.his intimate friends, ins determi- 
JUitron to vole for Mr. Adams, in 
pretiT^iyiee to (icneral .lai'kson, 
through Mu? mouths of October* 
'NovwnbeV, Dceemher and .T^iunf- 
I'V following, until he cxoculcd that* 


intention on the, Otii of I'ehriiaiy , 
I8*,i;vin the house of re]>rescnlu- 
fives. 

lliis body ofli^stiinouy coinpleb;- 
ly overthrew feiio araaisation resjiect- 
ing a bargain, and convine.ed the , 
|)uidictiiat in voting for Mr, Adams 
in llie house of rcpreseiilalives, Mr, 
(Jhiy anil liis fheiuls conscientiously 
discharged tlieir duly ; ami that 
they Could not have votdl otherwise, 
w^h out giMss and palpable incoh- 
sisteney. 'I’lie ojiposition to tin- 
administration, had now however 
become liillv matured, that it no 
longer lUH/ded die aliment whicii 
had liist given life and vijj^mr to 
jl, 'I'liis (teeiirrence may, in sonH; 
measure, be afliibuied to tie* eon- 
iltid of Iho adMiiiiisiratiuiihseH’ ■ 

h’ollovling Mil the principle ju'*!. 
miilgated in his inaugural address, 
of administering the ooveriimoii- 
without regard to party, Mr. Adams 
had only rcgardi'd in llu' cnmli- 
d.ites forollires, ila ir kjualilii’atious 
and integruv . and iiad not rmpiircu 
whether ihev were iViemllv or lio.;- 
tile to his administration. 

The coVirctue.ss of this proposi 

lion as an abstract principle, is im- 

ipiestionahlo ; but* the propriety oT 

its application in prarliec, ih'pends* 

Entirely upon the circumstaiu’cs 

under which the govornmeiu 
■ • . . . ' * 
placed : and it is in the apjiliea' 

lion of general maxims losuclrcir-i 
cuinstitiices, that ^!ie’ sag iciry ^ 
the slatesnian is developed, ll is 
true, lhal it is the duty of the pro • 


I 
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sidont ol’tiic liiiitfii St iti.'s*, for«iii. 
sidcr hinisolt’as «lu‘ lirail oI’Uk: iia- 
lioii, aiul not ns tlu; Icadrr of a 
party ; and in the oxt'ivi'jo ol’ his 
oAicial duties, lie oiiijjit to assnanr,*. 
th(^ bitterness of political divisions, 
and to reconcile the disi oiilcnted to 
<he exisiin^ administration : hut it 
is no less his duty, to jneservr in 
the hands of those of the same po- 
litical principles, eiunitih of power 
to seniro their ascendancy, amh'o 
leinlcr their polic.v triumplKiiit. No 
doctrine of political t<dcratioti n'- 
ipiires a ]>rosir:itioii oi’tlrf'^* pans m 
power at the fo«;t of tin; mmoiits. 
8 nch,* lifiwevi r. was the olfect f»f 
Ihepolit:) adopted hy ih,' pre-id* nt 
in his seleriiini of (aihlic ojfjeei-. 
I'rorn an over an\iei\ i») avoid tho 
appearance of n.'uanhnu poliiH*:d 
partisans, In? conferred Midi oifn-i.s 
O'* heeamc vaetmt upon those, wlm 
either used the infinerce ucnuire*! 
from tln?ir sfiiiion*' aj<uinsf tin* ::o- 
vornmcrit : or wlm svm^rht, hy :i 
cold neutrality, to conciliate, tin «•-. 
eem of il?j inveterate opponent', 
'rids policy of nciilcctina it.-- frieiul-’, 
for, from its frequcnex.'ii wa-rj<*- 
ncrally rcganled as its jniiiciple ot 
action,) was sornctimes accident, 
"al ; but more often it proceeded 
from the practice of weifilniiff Ih.: 
rccommcndation.s of carnlitfales, 
which, though always more or !<;>■> to 
t be rtfgardtid, bticame almost the law 
oF the gov erhn^enl during the late 
administration, fnim the timidity and 
unwillingness of its licud loaS'iunc 
lespoiisihilit v. 


It is, doubtless, necessary, for 
die executive of th<! rnited States, 
in cuiilerriiig patronage, -ao give 
due <*onsidcration to rt.conimcnda- 
tions of particular individuals, as 
fni lushing strong evidence in' be- 
lialfof ilnlircpialilicalions ; but still, 
these certificates arc so easily ob- 
tain* tl, through the good iiatuie of 
iliDst; signing them, or, by the irn- 
porturiify ol iViemls, that they onirlil 
to In* received with many.dlovvan- 
01":, I nder the adinitiisi ration oi' 
Mr. Monnic, the undue wciglit al- 
tiieluMi t«* Midi ti *-'tiniouiais, remo- 
\eil ;dl n -piiii.-ihility iVum tin* exe- 
eniive ; ami vdiat was still iriorc 
imM’iim\()iis. (‘iK iiiiriiijed the mein 
hei< **f e«)ngi'e,-s to invade his pre- 
rogjiiive-!, ami to iri^irV on heiiig 
ef.ii'idf'*.!, Ill the e\t!rcise of his 
dnlie.-j. ■* ll was therefore cx[iecled, 
(hat an etlort would In? inndc hy 
ln> suens.-nr, tu check a practice, 
pregnanl witii sndi inpirious coj»- 
seipienccs. It was more confident - 
K expcctml, not only from the 
eharacti?r ofiMie ex’ecntive himself, 
h'lt 1 m cans**, as the laic contest had 
l;ccij, 111 bomc moasuic, bctwc,3n 
the personal partisans of the seve- 
ral •i'.andidutes, and not altogether 
upon irrceoMcilcabIc dilfercnces ol 
principle, it was at once perceived, 
that iftlie weight of rccoinmendy, 
tions was to be the passport to pub- 
hr sUiion, the friends of the* other 
Vandidaies would, hy uniting. 
<:onii)!etdy exdinle the ‘friends oi 
.the surressful candidate from all 
prdi.u^joi)s to ills siijiport. This 
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wuai in fact iloiic t<» a^roat exlcut, 
'and while the opposilioii to the ad.' 
iiiinistA|joQ concealed its views, 
and did iiutXully declare its iio^tili* 
ly ; hy uniting in favour of can- 
didates lukewarj^i in their attack- 
.inent to I he tiideral govfllrnmcrit, it 
vucceoded in excluding its deci- 
ded friends iVoni otlicial stations, 
and in lilliiig tlicin with •persons* 
willing Io 4 )romole its views. 

In this manner tie; inlho'iicc do- 
,iived from the patronage of the 
jjcneral government was exercised 
against it, rtithcr llian in its favour : 
and (ho singvd!i'' spectacle was pre- 
of an adininistvaiioTi openly 
a nd^ violently opposed by those 
whose influence in society, and 
whoso vefy- means of subsistence, 
were depimdont upon its will. 

'riiis hostile spirit ,also«cxistcd 
omon^ many of those whom the 
present administration ibund in of- 
nee, and who were continued in 
their stations by its liberality ; and 
where it did not exist, it wtis crea- 
ted or excited into activity by this 
tolerant policy, which, according to 
tHlur construction, savoured oftin^- 
.lily. 

policy was severely r^ro- 
hated 4y many of the friends of the 
administration, as suicidal in its 
• ^dfccts, and unjust in principle ; and 
Its enemies, perceiving that it dis- 
heaj^&cd and disorganized its sup* 
porters, made every cilbrt to pro| 
mot* its ContinuaiiCti by conjemft- 
mg cverv appoint ment of a friendt 
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a-s a corrupt exercise of executive 
]iatroiAige. 

In a period of great excitement, 
when the attention of every dec- 
tor is intense^ fixed upon the mea- 
sures of the government, the policy 
of neglecting the natural means of 
sustaining an administration, by sur^ 
rounding it with friends in stations 
of honour and profit, may be more 
safely omitted. The* success of 
public ineasuru.s may then wilh 
perfect propriety, bo trusted to the 
iutelligciice and judgment of the 
cofninun%'. But when the public 
mind is jii a quiescent state, and 
the electors take their opinions 
/rom men in public stations and 
leading politicians, instead of form- 
ing them upon their own iijycstiga-* 
lion : it then becomes necessary for 
the government; if there be anything 
of principle in its policy, and it be 
not merely a contest for office, to 
^ place those in* pow'er, who hold 
similar opinions on the leading 
questions of foreign and (fomestic 
policy, • 

By not adopting this obvious 
maxim of. justice and patriotism, 
the administration finally succeed- 
ed, in surrounding itself with ene* 
mies instead of friends ; in confirm* 
fng its opponents in their hostility ; 
in exciting the selfish passions of 
political adventurers into action: 
and in exasperating the elements 
politioal discord, unitiT the attenti^ 
of the whole community was af- 
tracted {o flic disputes of parties. 
:t . 
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whoso CMStt'llCO. if tK.l 

ill this poliov. uus jn-nmoictt aiul 

invifforatcil hy it. 

NotwitlistaiidinffOio lierccness ot' 
those [Kirty ilisputt.'s,'‘tlir country 
rapidly 4dvance<l iti prosperity anti 
wealth, an«l the government stcadi. 
ly pursued the policy ot' promoting 
the groat works of internal improve- 
inent commenced under tin? act of 
April 30, 18*11, ami of developin.'; 
the rcsotireos. ainl eiv'iiiruging die 
ilomesfic industry of the COUntl’N . 
The Hoard of Hnginrers .creatoil 
by that act. were tins ycKr employ- 
ed in prosecuting survey?#' between 
the I^otomae and the Ohio, with 
llui v'n;w of ascertaining lise prai--' 
ticabiliiy of connecting tlio-o 
^freamsi by a canal. This survey 
was completed, and a report made 
in favour of the praefienbilifv ol'tlie 
plan, the cost of tin? cnnal being 
ostiinaled at Oiln-r 

routes for canals were examinml 
in addition to /those sf5i ve;.<-«l lav^t 
vear, vi/. from tiio (ibesapeakc 
and Ohio fJuual to Alf.xandiia — 
from the Alleghany River tt» the 
j5us(pieharina ami .Spliflylkill — hr- 
tweenthe Delaware and Raritan — 
between Harnstahic and lluz/artrs 
Bays~from Lake Memphromagog 
to Connecticut river — from Lake 
Michigan, to the Wvbash, and 
thence to White river — hetwften 
^4he Tennessee and ( ’oosa rivers — 
J^lwcen the Patomac and Pva^pa- 
bannock — from Mahoning rivi;r al 
AVarreiijto the summit Icv'el of the 
^)hio canal — h^'twenu fb^* 


Mppi ami J.aki! Rorgin* — troii. 
'rauntiuito \Vi‘\ mouth — from Lake' 
Champlain to the (’onm etivu? river, 
through Onion and \thiio river 
valleys — from Lake Chiim|dain. to 
Llike Mpinplirer.iagog — bclwecn 
the Ncus(*find North rivers — be- 
tween Klizabetli river and .Lock 
wood's I’olly — anil caind.-i to eon- 
neetthe ^'liesapeabc anil Ohio canal 
wall liie (V'lm'vlvania i-anal, and 
to ovcrconn.' the ididnieUiuis :if 
the lull' id t!ti* f)!iiii. I'tir ihejo 
canaN, rojites were .‘siirvev im!. eifbe;^-' 
in ub<»l'- «ir in jiajf, ami rowfi.< Ibr 
roads betwei.ii tlir* f./l!«»vviMg p'<in! ' 
vVei’i* ahu i;\ai(iiiied ; bea ten 
Wa'-binglon and New Orlea* -- 
froi'i Rullimore lo rioladelpbi i ■■■ 
from !i'*liin:>t.*n to ^•»ull:l!l;■■-fr^un 
-Memphis Tfiwn to laltb; Ror K ii- 
Arkansa • - aiid for ihc loiiMnua 
lion of (be riniibiuliiml rovid te. 
NVa:rhiijg(on al one end, ami to 'be 
capitol of .Missouri at i||i> oibei. 
'I'lio aifnial » on'-'lnmliou <>1 tli,- 
road was co'dinur.l iVoin Caniou to 
/anseville m Oiber road.M 

V'cre aho jiroji.M ied, and ibe aclivi 
employ iJierif of flie eriiou, , ,• eorps 
ill .flii.s manm r, eoiicenifatml .i 

f 

iua5.*;ot topogi,:|.liif al infornudioo 
in tlio depaitiijeiii al Washington, 
which wa.sinorc' iban eipnvab iil (o 
flic additional e,\•pen^e lo t)n» rmb 
lie. The liicc of the counlry wa*- 
explored, Its resouic:*> and i apj. 
•■oiblks developed, and lip- stock ot 
useffd and scientific knowledge' m 
creased. 

Mc'-’ide^-' ilicie .virvc' s ami i \ • 
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Miuau.iiii m' rDiitcs 4 o‘‘ I'oads anil ^ovcrnnuiiit was direcleU to the 
• -irials, tin- attenfidn oftluj "fncral Iblld^frinjr ^iibjects, viz : 

• r&.'i 

liDjuoVf’iiirMit o(‘ tin; iiavi^af 101*01'! Iin (‘onnoclicut Irom 

• nijrin t, \Crtiioul, fo Lak«; # 'ot!nf.'f ti<*uf, 
isnpiovr/i.ijjit ol tli<; iKj^i-^aliou ni’ Korojfla.r!. ilwr. 

IJaih to 

Siir\«.'y ami luvrl of lin: Amlios( ():»;:in* ir. *;i . •* 

''■'iir\o\s *r the laoutij ot'^UheU rftor ami .va ■ i* ' i. 

oil Ijiilo' I'lif, \iiili a vo‘\v f-i tlioir ji.-ioroM-Jii* ii‘ • 

tiii|)io\in;j lif na\ii:.iUini ol'ilo- ’!'« imV ii\‘ i . ^ 
l[l!|)lM\rna- li;o lil'alioll (ji tl. • Uiiio ami 


MVtl-j. 

tin’; CMaoiiol loaiiiui; lai * fit'- <1 Prt.'tjU 

NIc, oM Lal:o Krio, ol' wliiili tlj • r*.-! w.^i i •;iii;:itr(l a! 
lli;l);nrln^ l‘l\inoiit!i bcimii • 

iiuijiliuii a im r at Si.m {('‘.■i Lio'j;.-. n*.i. ll.*' ii.ii.fi' "l Ih !- 
I'a''!, Manic, , 

Pic.ciAalf.Mi oT a jioiiif oT j.imi iboMm'. lia;. 

ixilii 

til nioviiiL: oIi'«inirli.'i(*- ti\* 

JiMililiiij a Ii^lll-hoil•t' a! ’.l.c liarl-’i:' ol' I’a!.: n!o\’ ii. 

. i>rO't( Diiiiij tinr liaibonr li’inn lilliiii’ up v. illi'-'Uiiii. 
Itcojicmiii: ilii’ rlianm l fi\or ilio !• if at tiio m ailh i.l M* r- 
rmiack rui i. • 


i» 

:^,Wi 0(1 
1 ,‘iOO 

m 

:i.:»(H) 00 

t. 0 . 7)1 :>t‘» 
:j-j;r)So ‘i: 


lmi»iovcii;i iil'i ill iln' iiai'iio'.ir o|' I ! v.mii: ••• ;<o fi.i. 
<'!'or,i;,'c 'd' ^ 


ail 

* Ut.ti.'iO 00 


!|;ii1iIim“ a pu r, ami r« p;piMi»;i !#<' «•;'! om-. a'.i.n ua. iiii oi 

liiiii.ilo rivok. N. vv.^.TrK. • * • iO.OOO 0t» 

< Iramii!;; iiMl ami ilm ju'iiiiiLi ii.ii i» .:ir oi S.ii ,.^'i • 

lioiir, Nrw.V*‘ik, .‘iitOO (Mk 

lmiM()\m;r tiic iia\ lualioii o!' tu- i'a* ainl srir'.'o'.. >>1 O*. 

. uoiro, • :i:i,;nsoi 

IhjilfJiiiM pn'is anil ri’painn;,^ ojii o;,*'*. ami ikfpi ii.u:; tin' 

Vjili'i armiml llinii. at i^iMMai-Niic, llcla\i ap'. ‘J.i.tUUt 00^ 

)^ur\xv i.r till- pnMir purs a\ t’ij’Mi'v, ii\^ \l\o vim’V IK-ia- 
#vav»*. to ili‘!i'nt\im‘ upoii^Ou* rxpodiciirv ul' m-iM'ptiUL' 

Oil- ccs-i.iM iluai'ol tVoin IVim»i\lva!u.i. , 
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Removing obstruct ioiivS at the niotith nl’ (iraiwi rivojr, Oliio, 
Removing obstructions ut life mouth ol’ Ashtabula «‘rc(jk, 
Ohio, 

Removing obstructions at the mouth of Gutuiinghain rreek, 
Ohio, ' 

Removing obstructions at Huron river,* Ohio, . u 
Improving the navigation of La Plaisancc |{M.y.‘Mi( liigaii, 
Survey of Sandusky Hay, to ascertain the exjieilicney ami 
expense of constructing piers, to^iiuprove the navigation 
thereof. 

Removing obstructions to the Navigation of Saugatuck 
river. 

Survey of the swash in Pamlico soiiml, near Oc^cock in- 
let. for the purjHKSc of usc.ertJ'.iniiig wlicther tin; chan- 
nel through the same can he deepened. 

Survey of Cape fear river, below tin* town of Wihninginn, 
N. C., with a view to its inipruvcment, 

Survey of Roanoke inlet and sound, with a view of a-errtain. 
ing the practicability of ibakiug a jiermanent .'liipclian. 
ncL between Alltemarle sound and the Vilantic im i .m. 
at Roanokt; inlet, or tdsi* where, 

Kenioving obstructions, and deepenini: the jiai'l>i>iir ef M,. 
bile, 

Surveys of -^Iurhle!1n’ad and HelrnO'' Heh-, 

Rrecting a pier at tha inontii uf Hnnkirk l^ieiiinni , Ni a 
VrTrk, * 

'* * • 

Improving C.'lc.'i\ eland iiarhour, tMno. ^ 

Improving the liarhoiu at the inonlh of Pascagonl.i iim i. 
Surveys to ascertain Uie e.xpedieney’ ;nid^c‘\pcii-i' of nai- 
structing piers to iinprov**, tin; liarlMmr <»f < limrh'>. 
Cove, in the town »ij' Jjttle (’mnptoi/, 

^urvcyjj to ascertain the expediency ainl e\(n:ii*''e of c n.cl- 
ing a pier in Stonington harliour, 

E.xamirii^ig the public jper.sat. Port Penn, Marcus Jlook, jiinl 
Fort Mifflin, in the river Delaware, with a vn w to rc. 
C "pairing and improving the sarin*, • 

J^moving the Colheil ‘‘hoate hi ’IVimesvec hmt 


II 

1 (,403 50 

3,517 70 
l),dl3 35 
3,077 HI 

s 

l.,500 Oil 


s.OflO til' 

tt,000 1)11 
10.0110 00 
•i5.;)00 00 

•il,0i;*j .s., 
:i7j i.) 00 

0l,t;.S0 33 
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.'t7 


Hcmovin#{ thr obstrijotions in tlie Kenncbccik river, at Lo\c- 
Joy’s narrows, 

KrecUng piers ulnl removing oli'^tnie^ioim :it :mrt near thfr on- 
j^tranrrft info flu* iiarhoiir of S.iro, • 

Survey ni’ tin* harbour nl' .^lill river, wiih a vi<iw 'ti flu- ercc- 
lion of a l^eae.on, on a ledge of rocks, about one niile 
Jrotn tile tow n, • 

Survey ol’ ihe. shoal at the imrlh end of tioaf Island, in the 
har|/onr <jf Newport, Rln»de Island, with .i. view' to 
building a wall to tM; exlremuy of* that shoal. 

Survey #1' llu- river and harbour oriVurrcn. with a view to 
erecting a pier in NN arren i^\c‘r-^car tin* entrance info 
W arren harbour. 

lv\ami1iation aiul suim v of tbe nm.<;x|»‘ shoals in 'renne.-se.' 
river, witli a \i<;w to tin* itn’|»roVLim tit**of its navig;'.. 
lion. * 


f5,;j00 0(1 
7,000 00 


(>,‘.201 i20 


i:i,00n 1:2 


: 2 .'» 


Tiie iue!ni> adopted lo piC'ervi* 
I'lVinoutb beach and e«‘i’tain j«-land>, 
ifi orilei^t«.r protect soru'.* of the 
'M‘'lern poll.', by iiieau'' of .via 
walls. Were found, b\ (Ju* e\pe- 
• ieii/^? i>r the willler, Irt be eib e- 
tual. 

■ 'I'be niipno cuieMi m theu.r, iga- 
i|on of the Ml.vv|^v^p|)l .jud Ohio* 
livers, by the remoNal of MuegN .and 
other iliipi dimeuls jfi tlu ir rbaii- 
uels, was this ye,ir proseeiiti d with 
^roat siicecsv. The oW>irurli#us 
were removed iii tiie formt-i ii\ev 
lor 1-Hl nules below fbe inojftb of 
I be Ohio. * 

rn>idi'' ibcve elloils made b\ 
the general government to improve 
tin* 'means of internal eommniuea- 
tiii^, tbe. .‘^taie governmeiit.s ilt’\nl- 
*cd*llieir ressourees with unpar;ih 
h'llctl /A'Jil to the sjimo objeci ; ^nd 
'’amils and roads were l:^id on* 


in various ducetiohs ; plamls 
evincinii that a new cua bad coii.- 
mcneed with the American pe<>ple. 
and ibal fboir \iews “aiTd j*oUev 
Would lien afier Iv' luniod boine- 
w a rd'. 

'rill' iiiiiiiwfiuluring estahlisli 
luent.'^, wbieb k:el lieen in a Ian- 
gui'.biug Male >mci‘ tbe war. and 
wiiicli lavi u*ar iiaM giveivproofs ui 
thefr abif^*,\ to >'ipplN the waul*: of 
tbe i iuuitiy at a lair priee, now 
furni die^i still virouger e\iilenee ol 
tlu-ir M ib*lil^ . and assumed a Ingli 
raid\ among tluw branebes of' ibi- 
tioiial imiuvtrv . Tiiox e\en begyji 
f to enter into eoniju'titiou with Ku. 

rofeaii mannf.ietures m lbrei:;ii 
• markets. • In the \ ear tending Sep- 
tember HO. lS*2ti, the \alneol do 
lueMie mamifuelurej: expoiled^^ 
imiunted to of wh'-Ji 

!*sl.lH8.1‘.2r» COMsi''feil *•! I'OIIOII 
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piece gooili!. The wooIKmi nmim- 
lUctiircrs, from peculiar citcuni- 
stanccs, which are detailcil ie a 
suhscqiiciit chapter, dill not jiartakc 
of this general prosjui iiy. hiu con- 
linuod lodecliuo. Aieasures witc 
brought forward in enngie'S for 
their relief, but llio\ did not [lU'S 
into a law. 

Not'vitliislandiug this ineie.i.^e lu 
the inanufae.tiiriug capital (d‘ the 
Vnited States, tin: uiiparaileled au- • 
tnciilatioii i>r roiiistend ami lii*»n :rtl 
lonnaire iif flio .'jum! and tin- 

unusual activity among ,the i-om-' 
nicrcial classes, after they h:id re. 
covere/l frnm tiio check to ctiier- 
prise, eoii'-'cipie/il upon the waiso.ii 
.Spirit of ^jieeiiiaiioii wmeii pic\:iil 
cd at the In gnuiingoi die la t \*e:ir. 
showed fif't lh»' p. O' pel it-, i.f th'* 
mamilheiuret's >■. a-' tiol owing h* a 
^uhlraclioii ot eapil.ii iVumtiie '-hip 
ping hllNitir- jjiM wa.: r.-i'l < <i h. 
the increase c‘l’ ,(.ii .;i:d 

weailh of tiic couniiv. 'lln- u'.- 

'■rea.'Jc in dn- t.lnmi;:'- "f tiji- ( ni:o d 
iStatfs dorip'j: iva*- lil.ttl'd 

Ions. hoin:*. iiior'- iI-.iti d-ml:!*- dn in- 
crease in aiu one of ti, ■ Iwel'.i- 
fuecedii .; \ , ar . 

• In ciUii’orsjiily .,iih tee pl.'iti 
j*osed t'i M-;d'- liic I' ,ii.:iiiing Jill)'-' 
••l' .'ihoMMillf;'.; (j!i (•[ ; \W;:-il-|,i 'd'-' 

t»f the Mis-;issij)pi, proM ioii ha.- 
made by Hie war depantm nt, f.,/ 
’lie rgnoval diitii«-j- of'-m h liifhau'' 
^.j’lio.se to eiTiioratf . Witliiii lie 
T !ir. ill'? Sliawnees. alnail l-tHtJ in 
MUinh'.T. ciniirrat*‘d Jrr,:uriie 'ta^* 


’f"*’ Ohio, to a .‘^poi cliosen hy ilieui 
.stdvc.s ■. as did a portion of tin' 
ih'm L.s, iihont 70(/ ill miiuheir) from 
the slates of (icorgiii .iiid Alaini 

i. ia. Ellbrls were al.a» madt; to 
in^luee. the ( hensk* c iiihes to re 
move to tllj' same portion of Ih* 
niiioii, and commi»ioueis wnc ap- 
pointed to hold a <-ouneii with tlia! 
tiatiou. iVr dn‘ purpose ot pn^ciir. 
mg a c* s‘-ion c.f u-iritorv , to gi a 
tif’. f!i«' rliiim- mT tioorgia; Im' 

tii..-.» l.odiau V. Ii'i had soc'ct t'di-.i 

« 

omh'; tin- ni.-liTirsg «--ir“ ot' do; g"- 
m-ral go\i-rrm:'.'nf. in k'l.uning a 
high <h I'l'cc of ci\iii/afion, refus< d 
to ceiic anode ,» ioi>i ol land. 

'I lie ( 'heka aw tril'e--. lai lie- Coii ■ 
liai'^, eoi;-'.-n!rd to if inoM- hevond 
tl.t- \Il'.-.!-:sijii.;. |||ti !1 dw ‘d|!oUin:- 

e.>rnli!:t/n ; tieit aiit-r \ \ iiing .uid 
h.-i,M'» ‘i-ii; d nil da i otiiiiiN. 
lli' \ de-nid |■'l■f-l\'' .'0 II- I'or .o-jr. 
Old "miih'i iiii[>-io cim iC'- 

ii, - i>iad<- lia i«- .ii till* e\pi ii-ii- of 

t'o- I m-. d ■ , .1 i-M -ti il on til 
»t-rii".f\ li:' ;i- o-r. m-t! . .i tci nl';- 
ri:d goM t.i !'■ • -lahli-i:' -i 

ov« rfii*-m, v. ith a - "iei' !-- .'■.i-.t ft. . 
diVi!' proti-! i.Mi). ;.i-:;!ijpai di 
i .ir f; I: o! tji-- I iii'i n i|f- 'i'ii 

ic.iinf'ci' of Imhari f liihin-n t diicaji-i! 
al liie ■'cii'io!.' do : i .ir, I }:ddi-'hc-l 
:.l the* i-xjn ii'i- ol tiii; \,;;. iii-ao go- 
veimricnt. v, .1- Iddl . 

N\ lul'l lh<' •• ai iauLo-nu nts uci'. 
uiadf ;»irinig die 'oiifisi-iii In^li.in 
the ino\emeiit.-: '.Mi:- ai" tie mnlh 

t 

w«--:|ern till**-'-- rf-';tii!' d imiic 

t ' 

geln: inea'Mi' In -'lial ijii.-ul'-i 
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jiisi provtous llif' mrival oj* tljc 
ruil«’il Stall’s roimm»iojjcr>; at a 
witli llio Sioux. I'OXC'^. 
riiippuwas! \Viiwu.‘l)aM()f.s^\'ii.. to 
tiillil fill* treaty ol' jau ilicntion l.•OIl. 

( Ijf'twi'i'U rfiiosr tidies ilurirtif 
the last yotu', (Soo vol. V p. 47. j a 
portion ol’ till' WtiiiirliaL^ors iiuli- 
oatoil lio^tili* flisposiiioiis towards 
iju,‘ wltiii?-^, and iinally atiaVki-d auif 
inyrdrri'ik '■■ojni; \iii»:ri(Mu «’ili- 

yriis. 

, Ar- till;-;!* naiViMrU'jiis wen* re- 

” ill ded • a*^ ‘proof's of .1 poworfol 
••oMlduatifiii amoM'j tlw-i' tn'»'.'. 
•ifoal proiMpiitudo w.ij o\;r;ot‘d js« 

itin‘rr."-inir ilu> .'v;! • 


:«t 

tiov. Ca-s at oiico applied tv. 
tien.’Atkinsoti for a'^si'^tiince, and 
titai fdlicf;r orderfd out GOO of the 
army uudi r liitiT, and with a por- 
tion of fho Illinois militia, moved 
to the sn-m^ of lioMilitios, when 
tlu' Indian' "iuluniiiod and drdivered 
up tlic rnunlori'r'. oiLdjt in iiuuihf ?’, 
to lake till ir trial aurordiiiir to flio 
laW'- of tl'i.' I'niti'd Stati.*'-. 

% With ill'- '-xcerition of tiiis dis- 
inrhaiu'i*. tlif»di)inf'tif’ <piiet of th«i 
<-iaintry was uninterrupt'.'d, and the 
jiro'-pi-rity i»f too pi^oph* evillC».‘d 
th»' of ilii’ir Insfitutioii^'. 

and th'.? Aisdom and jiriidi.-net- \\iili 
•\hi'-h t]i( \ niT'j adiuiiii'tcrf'i. 




W (JULLIvWS HILL 


$ 




Vylvaiiiii, tollowcil oji ihc Mann- sijlr. 

^\lr. \Vrijfh< Jln!n rosi’, uiui .suifj, 

. iiiiW, t nlin^y sjilisJii'd, tliiit 

Ijjosc \vl*» (lr*sin:(i tJn; of 

*i)(‘ biii, iiiiist hilvtf intsisiin's to sr;. 
i'tu'J? .1 ii|*oii it. III! .-hoii)^ 

‘.-.iH litr llir |»rcv i'liis ijiii.ijioii. 'fin- 
:\»!l '.vas siistaiiir il |i\ u volt- of Ml 
J') /'I. 'Jill' .-'{'i.akir jiaviiijj .-m- 
M(nitnf’<i (Ills Hr. fin-' 

niiiltoii nil tor n of tin: 

lion.''*', x\lin }i \Ml': il 1u In; 

'nt'ol’ oi^lrr. l'|■(lIll flo" <lf<’i'»ion. 

, ^Ir. lliijiiiltvii .ii'jirnli (! to lit-; 

noii>i‘. iiml, Mr. iSninnir! ' im!!* il 
lor tin.: \iMS nii'.i !ior-- oi) iln‘ 

I'l'iil. Alt! r a loMii: ..niiiKiiiMl, 

lirbnlc, tin' ili i i'-ion ut ilio -.in aki i 
< »mlirni('il. Ii\ a xnjo oi' I -o 
;Ul. . 

'Tin; ijnr>lioii l>» in^ tin n m-hI.i-iI, 

>lt:ill ’In* inaiii unr'^tnni !«' tiow 
•ul 4ln‘ Ncav wi.-io Itb"?. am! tin. 
oav*^ 

'rin* ijiicstioM now ii i'iirrcMl on 
.iho rtt; 4 r€i>Mnu tin- lull ami ^t ailini^ 

M a tliiril linn', ami was ili'riilni in 
’ till' nflirniaiivc l>\ a .\*oli‘ oi' lOs 

fVn im iri’cliinl atlmijil w*i< iln i^ 
niniln to jnistponi' tin' iliini rra(iin!j[ 
until Momiav tin.' I'JlIi, .tml it was 
o!:ili<r(.'il to iic rcaii a tiiiid ttim' tin* 
no\( <lay, 

iirMday, howovor, tlm tiiiu' 
(lon'sr was occvtpird by a 
dis(;uA*ii^)ii wliu’b "row out , 01 ’ a 
inossaj^c I'roin the prosidnil. icIji- j 
tivc tlif t’onlrov«Msv bofwci'ii* 
<b'orgia ami tbc tTCcks : ami Ibo 


(iobato was resimmil on Saturday 
tin; KUh. 

• .Mr. ('iimbrtiniiir tlion dnlivercd 
Jiis sujitijnr'ni.s in, opposition to the 
bill at ami moved that 

it III- read a tliird time on the 4th 
oi' Man'll. 'I’his motion was with- 
draw II at the rerpiest of .Mr. Bucha-, 
nan, wiio nioveil it a recoinmitment} 
t witniiistrnetiitnsi'iiiMpKjheiidin;: the 
ann-iidnii olfen-il bk Mr. llotV- 
M\ji. and in addition, amendments 
nicri :i'm:r lit! duty on imported 
Jorei'j.n spirits to 111 cents portal- 
,|i'>n ; and jjii iin[M>rled hemp to 
pi r ton. , -Mr. liawieiice warmly 
uppii-»-d tin- motion, as tendiwp to 

ill I'e ii the bill, and alter sonic do- 

• 

i'at*' the iijulioii wa.s negatived b\ 
ji \ ote of Ithl to ^ 1. 

Mr. Injihain now rose and oppo- 
<i d the bill in a sjieeeh of two 
lionrs. ami njnm bis taking Ill's seat. 
Mr. liarilett :pid Mr. flamiltnn rose,, 
ami bwtli elaiim iftiie floor. 'J'he 
speaker ha\ n*g ib i idcd in favonr 
Ilf the foi'inev. Mr. l\aniilti?n ap. 
peal' iTiti the house ; and the deci 
sion Ilf the s|»eaker xx as confirmed ; 

:i\ I link fl^>s •'»*. 

Mr. Mib hell*. ol'Toiincsseo, then 
moved an auioiiv.nnent, Imt the* 
speaker decided that the niotion* 
c.^uld not be received, as Afr. Barf- 
left was in jios'-essioii of the floor. 
Mt. Bartlett ilicii demanded the 
previous question, and the hotisc , 
.sustained tlie call : aves 07, noey 
S;>, " * 

. Mr. Mitchell n«xw moved an ad. 

U , 
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joiiniim'ii'. wlii.-ii «ii'. rii : 

liii"' vr-i.'' .iiiil ‘‘'■‘lUi ralli“»l Itir 
l»v U.wiiil.uM, yii*j ‘.H>, iii\\s 
JOO. 'riif jn’i'vioifs lioijijjj 

j)ii\. u (Ir-i'iiicil ill 1,11' 
liy a MHi‘ (if lO'J :«i 

;\lr. ila n mo\ril an 

suljoiirmncii!, an*! r.ilir.l |\,r iliu 
Vi*as anil na\ >iiMllirs ijui siioii, hiil 
lIlO llOMM' I't riKi.il to (il>!i l- llirnu 
and tin' m.jlioii was in 'jativod ; 
:i\ r-i Sl , it!t\ 'I Hi."*. 

'I’lic qin 'lien imw rCiMirrini: on 
ill*' el'llie ijlll. It tl liv 

.1 vein el’ lOll in tin v‘iiriiiaii\<\ . 
and {i.'i ni tl"' in Miiti’.e. innl \\,i> 
■eni ;i. liie I'n.'.le ter ronenrii nrr. 

Vfi.'Di ''MiL:’ t-' tin' ll'•l':'‘ • r tM'.n 
!"m 1\ , ltd! rci" i\< d 1 t'.e It :id. 

<.ii tlje Idin oi' I ’l i'-nnr'. . 
the d..y .''Ki r il v.u- i< < *•}% • 

•■'d. ''•Ir, hi"'.' .• «-ii lilt:', il.;!: n ii.*; 
rf'l'Tir.'l 1(1 lin; ot n'an'*- 

♦’.K'tiin .ind Mr, ll.iMii' jnit'."ii 

i! ■■■ rell il nc" 1-1 t'tf i'luinc-' ren!- 

Illillfi;, Si di rii II .iJm-" i.ii 

iIm' |»oil'J ef je-ff r;'. nci-. and !ii !*i.e 
il was .•■( I t'. d. ^^r. !l -ni'/vi d 

diat fl'.r 1 m!I las iiii'in lljc l.dile. 
'I'liis iiioiit.n \*a'. n n » nM, 17 y.i,., 
aiifl 't> n:i\ ' : and \!r. then 

rnovi ii its irifn'cin f; tn tin* iinan''f* 
icit till' eijiiii' ill ridi-d 
diat. Mr. OieKt r-'ni »\;t> • iitillnd e» 
?lic floor. 

IJasiic svas in iiivoijr of* ;i 
rofiffrc'iici; f(> tin; finariro rojimiilltM;. 

liill eoiit*Mn}d:il(;d an UMTi-asc 
eii duties on I’oreiirn ijoods, and 
It was prorifT fo sfdjtnit it r<» that 


('i)minitf('c. ft had Ik rii taken fin 
granted, Unit the suhjoet entiidy 
ciinoerned inanufaeluri's, bti il was 
not St) ; for NvlialeverclKict iliniffht 
have on (he iiKinui'acturcs oi' the 
e^Miiilrs, it cerlaini) would afi'cct 
the iwein'e. 

■Mr. Diekfison reinarketl, that 
till' eoinniiiii-i- of inanui'aetures al* 
' re;ul\ h'ul the snlji'ct under eon- 
sidrralioii, and now to refer it to 

:iii«itli*'i ei iii'iiiil lee, welilil Imj tally 

u nioekers ot' die r.iinniillee on 
inuniifaetnre^'. 

.Mr. Smith, (d 'iars l.md, advoca- 
n.tl tin' Kl’ireiiee to tlie linaiift* 
.••oinminee, a.*! it eoinpri.'ied a i|UC'’. 
li'iii oi’ iinjierinnee to the finanet s 
oi’tiie ei..!iiiiry. He was sorry to 
• t'lai a di''(io--iiion had been 
j*!.in.re"li d ol’ I, lie vt.ars, to taki; 
the hie Hies-, I'roiu llial t.'oininittee 
-•'id ijive II lu otln I's, 'J'' is wa*> 
!ik« i\ i>> jtiodni'e < sil eirecis, as 
die. oiiier ( l•nlnnlt• i"> wi.-ii; not iiii- 
M; ih.ii'.lt ini( le.'ted 111 the finances. 
'I'ije rcii.n.nce to tin: conimiltetMui 
i.i.inntin lure’.. In: liioiiehi, was very 
n:i|fi'o|>ei, Idr till' ( li.’iirnian ortiiat 
eoMMifiei; .'^eeMi(.,il lo In: inleclcd 
\Mtii a niannraeliiriiii; inaiiia, and 
ho nnle Ins liohhy horse so liani, 
that iie Would dejirivc the fiiiaiior: 
etaiiiiiillee tif’ all its inisiiio.ss, if 
care was not taken. 

(Mr. Iloiines .Mini, that tlie innnia 
refer* ed loiniefii in roiita^iOi:s,:in() 
; that In; had proliahly caught il, for 
lii.s jiri'iinientnjie rated a^aiiirt liitn- 
self. 'I'lio bill to reduce the ciutv nil 
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liarl liufii .su|»|\|)rl«rf l>y that 

% j^ilntlcman, and although U wa'.j 

a siiljtict atiecliiij' fiijuin*.Hs, it 

.spriiii" lh!iri tin; cornniilt»ni on 

a'^riculturo. Tho rovonuc* he rnn- 
' *=*• 

.sidered as convi.'niunl^ a h(»l>hv 
horse as ;iny other, •^nd to In; 
ninnnted, either to advneale »ir op- 
pose aiiy^‘<id>icel whatever. When 
the bdi to rediiee the 'dotv on 

sail .\vas»l)er«)re tin; senule, lln; 

•Tgn'lleiiiim ti'jin >ianiaini-uj.p..i.- 
, edit, lie liad no I’e^rs mT tlje re- 
veinn: Hn-n,* l)Mt now oreal apin-e- 
lii;ii>ii)n'< A’ere « i»'''rtaiiied on iliat* 
score. 'J'iio «’onnni't(‘«,' on imrni- 
ractures had >o far m n »1 upon nie 
.-.nhjeet, and tlie retei* nee lo Jliem 
.ijipeurni to he perleeily proper. 

•Mr. hM\ersi>n denied that the 
eoininittee on in.iniit'aeliiri's woul*! 
•lisrei^ard tin* int«.'r»'sw« o^flie re\e. 
,nue; Und lie did not eoii.oder that 
tliis suhjtMd projM il) enine willnn 
tin; scope ijl thi’ dniieM ol ilie linaneo 
’ eontniilti'v, wliieli were the eoii-'i. 
duralioit ol’ tin; means lo iai>i* lln^ 
revenue ol' tin* eoiirtliy. He hail 
another <d)j< eiion to sithnutfie^ the 
measure to that euinniuii'c., |i was 
•'.videntiy hostile, and In' leh iihmI 
aversion to (*oinnnilinu the h^l to 
.'Uchii euardian. The rnh' id' the. 
senate was, to rel’er meu'-nn's to a 

*iUvouridde, rather than a hoside 

• • ' 

couunittof; : and he hoped that that 
4yioii1(^no\v he tht; case. • 

Alter .sonic lew additional olw 
.scriftit ion's from Wessrs. llaynV, 
Holmes, and Van lUircn, the qnos-. 


lion on rcl'ciTiii'i tiio hdi to tin; 
corninittec on iiianniUclurcs wa- 
dixifled in the. aflinnative, ri5 lo 21, 

On tlio lijth, the hill was reported 
wiflioui aniefidnn'iit, and on tho 
IDth. .Mr. Dickerson nn)ved to take 
up the hill, in onicr to make it a 
speeial onler Tor the ne.vt day. Mi 
licnic'ii tipji<>set| the motion, and 
proi.'ii.-ed a n.rerenec! to tin: lltiance 
^oinmittee. Mr. l)i^ker«.on r-aid 
m V.a; eoiu^llicerl iJial llial relC' 

fence Wi.idd til . Ij-oy the iiill. Il I' 

i' to he acted iui. it iiiti-l l)f- ae.lial 
upon <01 m: .iiiddelav i>i aslalal a.-, 
reieciiotk. He eon'idernl file ino- 
lion as inti ndr d to deft al and 
,r-illedtor the \c.is ami nays 
the ipn-NtiMn. 

A Iona di-e'.J^si^ul thei^ ensiivU 
heiw«'en the liit'iid-v .md op|iiiuenl« 
of the hill, a-' to the jiiopriets ol 
this re|’i-n iie» . 'The latter eoutf ml. 
in;». that 4he juopei' eoimmttee 
ouahi to la'piirt whiit wouhl lie the 
eli’ert mi Mie linam * s, and tin- 
rormer.thj^t Mjeh mi’oitutiiKiii eould 
he eiM'ii a> well in di.hFite. .uid that 
anv lurtln i lelerem'e Nvouid he 
e«pn\ alen'»hi^a rej»''-iioii ot'the hill. 

I jion i.ikma' the i|ue.si\on. 2Ji ot 
llie .-enate appeared t«» he m hnoifi 
of a retereiice to tin- tinaii^c cotiT 
*nnilee, ami 21 against it. 

Mr. Ih'u.son then mo\ed its rc- 
cominiiinent. with in.'t met ions to 
aiieineni the duly on wiuil,.siras to* 
makcail equal to t^ir duty on eh-th, 

Mr. Dickerson said, tins amend 
mrnt <v»nld he mmle without a r*' 
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commitment. The question heiiijj 
taken, ti»e vote stoml as before: 
aftmnativc, vil nejjaiivc. 

Mr. Benton ajiitin inovotl to re- 
cotiiinit the bill, with the view of 
prohibiting; the iniporiatioti ot‘ fo- 
reign wool after the 1st of Janiiars 
W*28, and the luotioii w a-tix jeetetl, 
25 to 22. 

Mr. Reed tlieii iummmI tt) n eoni- 
init the l)iIl,for the jMirptKo 
tainin^ wiietlierils clfi'd would Ko 
probibiioj v ; l>ut tlie n«‘:iuti\ . 
ed the motion b\ liicsam*- vote ason 

the liivst nndioii, Mr. MueiAi liou mo. 
ved for its rocoiuiniiiiK fit. wiiii ui. 
stnietKiiis to rejiori its cffcei epf.n 
the ajirindture, iiiajiMfitrnnv-. :in-| 
fmaneeof tlieeouiitn, , bin tb'- '‘Cfiair* 
refusetUto, rceoiiHiiii ii. ami, atif r 
another inetleetuiil alo jiij»t to p-.'i. 
pone it until Wb-dm sd.iA . tbr* ino- .. 
lion recurred on luai’uiiir tit.; bill 
the special ijrdnr. of Tin- da-, on 
Tuesday ; arnl it v. a-; a;:r< » d t-i bv 
a vote of 2.5 t^' 20. * 

I'he senate thi n j)if;<’f‘fdi'd ro 
the discfjssmn of a ixll r 
certain land chiiuts in ii! i. 

which not having Ihmvi' ^ o'^u^iit to 

a terminatiofi, obtained the i-n,)'. - 
• ' • ♦ * 
rcnce the next ilay. 

On ffie 2J.S*, a motion was laa !.- 
b) take up the eohiiual trade- Jidl, 
which, after some tli-icuvaou, wa - 
carrier!, 20 to 10, 

^ I’fic discussion on ibis bill roii- 

^tinned durint; t^r; wi-ek, al^l .tlie 
w'oollens hill n.-rnainrMl the spe« i;i| 

order for tim dav, until die 2?th 


insf., niu ii an* thei r'ltbrf was inaih' 
hv Mr, Dieki-rsou to bnu!', fi betlu'e 
tln'M'ii.ii*', bs pi»st|MHnii^ iiif nnlila- 
r\ sr-niee lull. 'I’bis luoiiou was m:- 
jiaiiterl by a M#te oi’ 2.5 lf» 20, find 
n<*.\t riay tbe bi!l .‘aiui- up iu if-; 
<-ou!se. Vir. Ilavue tt|«'u mouil, 
tliuf it lii- oil tin; t:d)b‘. 'rius mo- 
timi, fit that lale periorl o*' tbe ses- 
-'Ion, was iii-i'iiierl n[ui\idi‘nl to a 
rep-i fioii ; aii'l tlie ariiuii.i-uts and 
ol iis iVi'-iids and oppoiu-iUs 
iiulientc-d, iha' surdi was tlii qiu s. 
lion, 'ri'.e ipn'siitiii beiiiu biheii. 
IliO sciiJilt' was equally rh\i(!i‘il. 20 
on I ar b siili; ; aiiil flu: v iia qiiesi. 
rh-iit iffive lii.i r-a^lini,' voli- jii t'avoiu 
• *f ib‘ b'.li*'^ l\ iiiL' <'U ill'' labit , 
wli i-e ji iMiMi:.' '! nii'ii ibe fsd. 
jouiiiun -ii •>!' tbf Ni dale, ,,iid ot 
» oufve Im'I. 

Tbe ift 'b.i' i>! ilii-' I, ill 'a i asioiieil 
iiiur!; dio ii-'.hiiiiu all p:u'' «»l tin. 

lUii »n: am! I! w a-' in'innoN pi-ir- im «I, 

lli.i' ihe ad’.iii itt , ol •!-iiii)'''ii<' f»i:i. 

ind'.n-Me ' wi n raiiii r »{imidau d. 
tiiaii lii-isj ai iMii d. b’, ils drl’ial. 
MeollUii ' V. er’’ I ;d|( d in \ ,i i loii ^ dl> • 
li,i-'l'', r'pn - i iiiiei lin- oi’ tin; 

wofsll* V ijiaiiiiriH I 'lf ami tii l‘t lUi 

hitUi-l ;i '•tale ro,i \ I Ml !■ Ill w a V jn o. 

pii'.(«i,}o> .'III - |ii!l |■o•.)•!lt I'lioo ilii'ile.. 
b liaN -. loaiO iid a '_. in-i.di«« 
tioii at ll.ini'Iiiii;:, on ibe Ilttlli <•! 
.lulv, !'s2'J,|ii )i‘bii],,|| lo ibyt- siib- 
i’-rU. 'I liiN ii; ii|>o.si;io|| wa-< a<‘**f'. 
rii-d to* with a!.:rnl\ b\ tin; altxb 
#;ifes of tin- Vim in au .''\slim iii 
tiieodier stales: and bM :i] eo„\eM. 
fions wi'ie Miilli.-il III some of tin- 
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^ ■jlales most iiitorcst|;iI in woollen 
TlRiuiiiJarfuro-, (or ilir; purpose of 
s»*|(retinjr persons to represent them 
in (he iresteral eonvenlion. ^ During 
, (lie tnonllis of.fnne ami Julv, fon- 
venlions were I'.eld at tjie eapitals 

• of the states of N’ew.llampsinre, 
Alassaehusetls, flhoiie-Islanil, (.‘on- 
iieetienlj^^'niioul, New. Volk, New. 
Jersey, Pennsx |\ania, Delaware, 
aipL Marylaml ; ami men of 
ll|>5 highest respeetahility and 

• inllni'iiee were ajipoiyied deh'nales 
• to (In: flanV‘'hm’:: eonvenlion. l)e. 

, legales \vA;ro aNo .'riil (o the eon-» 
vention from the "lates of Oliio, 
Keiiiueky, and Virginia. Owiitg 
to the sliorlness oj’tln.' lime hetweon 
ilie firsi call of a eonvenlion on ihe 
"* 1 llh of tl i\ , and (lie lime of inert, 

mg on ihe .‘{Diti of Jiilv, llie more 
dislam siali- were no* njife-^ented: 
hill a mia-iing of more weight in 
point ot‘ eliaraeir-r, talents, ami in- 
lliieiiee, laid been seldom av<em. 
“Ided m *lhe. I niti-d Sl;!<es, than 
the liarrishiirg eoiivi iiiion. I pon 
tlieir assemhling, Ihu delegates 
jnesenicd their eredeiiljals, ;uid 
chose Jose.di Kiiner, of t'eiiiisNl. 
\aiiia, president, and Jesse Jiiiel. 
of New York, and Trishv Tilgh- 
'inan^of Alarv lamt, vice presidents. 
Commitlees were tlieii appointed 
'* to^ iilipi're into the stati; of the 
Wool growim;, and wool mamifae. 
vUifuiw hii.siness, and also Into the 
state oi the m.innf.ietiires of irow, 
li'i/tip, (lax, glass, copper, tf'otloii, 
and as to (lie propriets of alfordiiig 


further protection to domestic dis- 
tilled spirits, and to iinjiiire into the 
etfeei of domestic inanut'acturts 
upon the comifterce and naviga^ 
lion of the ei^intry. 

Alter investigating these sub- 
jeets with great earn ami attention, 
reports were made to the Cfuivew* 
tion, stating ifie following results, 
\i/. that the manufaeliire of cottons 
intlin I’niied Slates, ajlbnliM! a mar. 
wt for 175,1)^0 bales of cotton annu. 
ally ; ami that tin; printed cottons 
maniif.ieinred in ihe I nited States, 
utiiount(;4 annually to 1 1,01)0,000 

\ards. il’he importation of cotton 
go<Mls into this r-oiintry in* 1S25, 

* aimumted to >S12,r)00,r)10 ; in 1S20, 
to :Us.tk‘i-1 ; and in rnmdnsion. 
il was reeuminiMided to augjm-nt the 
d'lite-. t*n iin|M»rf(Mi eottmis, hy in- 
creasing the minimum valiiauon, to 
10 eeni.s per stpiare \ard. 

1’he atimial consumption of bar 
iron in tin' I' nited Slates, was es- 
timated at *70,000 tons, of which 
% 

‘J^.OjU) w^*rc imported; a’ld as the 
means of “upply wi'rf undoiihted, 
an im'P’U'.e of dnlv tVom OtI cents to 
112 ceytM^ie^-ew l. w as reeonimeiui- 
ed; ami a tln:\ ofime rent jier p(>iind 
on hammer'd Inir iron, and a eor- 
ri'j-pomling im'H'ase ot the*diit\ on 
sIimI, were al.-'O reeonmiemltd. 
'riie g!a«s manulbeliirgs were re- 
pre^'iited as being content wiililhe 
prcNe!!! bu\. allbongb tin* fmpoi^ 
layoMS (»f l(»rcigi^ gj 1“*' I'^’JO. 
amounted to $5111,!) la, besides 
:J0l),0IU) weight of glass, of which 
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the value was not given. Further 
protection was rccomnionded to 
the grower und inanutUeturer of 
hemp and flax, ^aiu! additional 
ineasuiTS to discourage the impor- 
tation of foreign spirits, and the di*;- 
tillalion of spirits from foreign ar- 
tiolcs. 

On the subject of wool, the priii- 
cipal object of the convention, tie* 
following duties \\i*ro recommend, 
cd : on raw wool, in it 

Idreign country over H cents, a 
duty of '20 cents per pouml, with 
an annual increase of ’d] eent.> per 
pound, until it amounts to fit i‘enfs 
per pound. The minimmn valua- 
tion of all woolh'U ^fonrls, to ia* lix- 
cd at 50 cents per .-(piare said, 
and ^ldt»^^v• ot' to })«;« cent, ad valo. 
rem roconiinejided, with n prouie.^. 
sive annual inere.ise of .“ipereen:. 
until it amoimied t(i oO (»er » ent. 
duty. 

All goods cof<li:t'_f i>viT otl r-i nts, 
and not over^.'x'd ott «• Mpiare 
yard, to he valued at oO,^and 

similar duties to 1)0 h vied. All 
goods costing rnoi e I ban •’is'J .'‘t), 
and not ovi.t .$1 00^ p* r ^sipnire 
yard, to he valueil af .s 1 tMJ, 
und siiriilur duties to hr- h-vicd. 
ATI gooTls c«^<ting over ami 

not more than >>0 per ■^fprare yarti, ‘ 
lobe valuej at .J'tl, and spnilar du- 
ties ad valonMu to he imjiosed. 

^ On till woollen goods r*fa higher 
j>ricc, similar ad v alorem rluik s^lo 
to bo laid. From IliC'e duties, 
blankets, ‘•turt’s. bomba/eer*>, ho- 


siery, niits, ^?ups, and lumimg^ 
were lo be excepted ; biUadeciuatt 
protection to the 'domesiii^ rnanu 
fucUye of blankets vvV lecorn 
mended, und aKo measure^ to pre 
vwit the fraud.N »>f ihi- ihreign in;«. 
mifaeturer '.ind hi.> ag^nl'^ on tie 
revenue. 

A m« oif>rial to eoiign‘‘.'i, w n^ 
drawn up in eonforniiiv with the.iC 
reediiiinendalioiis. wlm;!;, heJiig 
nnammousiv nditpiul, iIm^ eonvep- 
tioii adjoiiiiiod, 

'I'ln-^e ju'oiee'dmgs, al.honiih 
haded with giral salisfaetioii hy 
tie* frietids «if (!tUiie>(lM: m.iuni’.n'- 
owi ', did not pass uitiidui >c-vere 
remark ami (U'ilin>ni. In the 
•'•aillnMii Stales, the whole >■, >t»;m 
was eoiideiuned, jo Int-lili* to iheir 
local iiih re.'is, :ind as contrai v to 
the .spirit* liftli/i enosniulloii. Meet, 
ings were held m .'■onn; of the 
sduiiiern >iai(^'-. jim! rtseluhons 
were jidopted, icproli.iiiiii* the po 
liev iiuiL.w ixii/ij) ef a pj't)tei lmi; 
tanll. in ( .'jirolina, espe- 

I’i.illv, the Oppo'-llliili leelmg wji-- 
very sti'fUiiilv d*-v» loju d. 'I'ie 

ehamlM’i fii' l•^»i^lnle^ee in ( inirle ■.! 
ton, and the agru'olfiiijil siieieiie- 
in .snyn: nf tin: planting dis!rii (>. 
iii'iginJiled inemoiials in opposition 
tt/ the wiHilleji (Iniv ; ;iml no tm jm.s 
were liegleeft.d to e\eifi; ;i .sitoiig 
puhlie feeling throughout the < ouii- 
fry, to (^ijiose auy JiuginentiilMh,ok 
ll*e duty. While lhc.se open and 
decided .^tejrs were taken in oppo 
.vhioii to If at the s.jiifh. a mo»‘* 
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• I 

. (»vcrl aiul hoslilily was 

Mwiiiccd at I Ik: iKii tii, on tlio |).>rt 

1)1' tliisc who cAincidf'd uitfi them 

■ • 

jK ojiiiitont 

\t s(?ver:il fifthe juima^ a*sein- 
hllfs, and in lln‘ stall; cunvi nliuns 
rllorls wni: iinnli; to f y*linrrt M‘\i-. 
lal hratirln*^ of doni('>ti<: inanni'ai*- 
lures with that of wool, witli the 
view orVmiiarras^in^ tly* {VieiuW 
■ trilje woolh'n ni'jnnt’aetnre. l>vthe 

V • 
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introduction of other subjects, 
wliose claim to the attention of 
•congress rested upon other grounds, 
'riu'se, howi.'ver, were in a mea- 
sure nn^iieijf'ssliil, and the time of 
the inei ting of llie twentieth con- 
jrie-v approached, under a genera! 
inijire>-‘ion, that sonic effectual 
uieasnves would he adopted for the 
reliei' of this important hrarich of 
national iudu'‘irv. 




UIAIMMKM. 

J fni'xn'if Ht'jMnf — ih ri'.hftinuftrif fn — llul > /••; > >> htnrr: i‘l 

^Sforhsm-fUront fn Snfh itt \ of Al< n^nlrut — S/flm itnj (/(.h- 

j/ai — .ifiiiroj.ritJlinn^ fni’ tin nf rnifinil - \i'fntf niijir-ijiriti. 

fio/t\’—(0rn)iiitt iuUU’in rltntn — tluHnil h'V’ •I'l'''’- 

for intorntil InifirArri'ii nt — lutrfiln‘uli(>ll\ — .^oi'dl t/j 
fn'lftr ffhftlunl imjut'V i:it n! tf r /-//V;.' , — ('>i'r>y 

in/ml* ii^c hi tin Vi! Mr. lit iifun • ■cifu r. 

i.v Pi U!jrA>f r. ot iho ;i''t of coy- in tin' ii'-'ir. . iin^i'iiitfii 

aross of M.'iv HMh, |MHI, tin* -r. ^ to .(i.'.tt. 1 ( ii.u n liiili r<Mn‘o 

crotJiry of llic M r. Kd^h, ) of it'" iIk.u iip • ^inim'*- 

on ll»« I'ith j)iM i"nilM'r, tiMii"- in tin l.t^t unn’i’il ifi'ort. 

milted to i!on;4t«.*NS liis ,immal n-. . 'I’he uftnai in oi.»is ifito ihc lj«'a. 

port, (111 tlin stai<‘ of i'4c pnl'ln- -nr} »iunnii tlf fii't li.n c Jiniiitt v- 
rmaiJCcs. * of lilt’ \t’ar iS-tJ. ». <01 r-lnirMfii 

By tlin^ tltMinmooi it at j, ui i-iiii Irom tin' lot 

tiiiiton flir l.-'l .l:»nnar\, iS'JtJ, tiu‘ low ii»;r >onn « m/. - 


(njstoins, , • 


J*u]>lir laiid.s. 


Diviilcmls frtmillii’ 1 niit d Siatt lianli. 

. I(fj..'>tu» 

Arrears tif intornal diiiif';. and ilip'ri l.ivt". ami lin ni. i’.i.i' 

. *1 

ri’ci'ii'N, , ^ 

Mt. rdd 

Kcpuyinciits tif ad\an«’r.'. luiyli’ in flu* war t!t [tart nit'iiT 


prior to , 

\:.:uA 

Ustimiitcd rt’ct’ipls dnrin;,^ ilie In';! tpiarur. 


• 

^ . *i,Total reci i|»N, ^ • 


Kx^umdilnn.’s dnnni; llnr first three quarters of liif w'ar 
.tic re e.stinialcd at * 


Viz. — (.’ivil, diploinatir, nml nnsildlane^ni# servn rs. • 



Military .sorvicp, inrludiiiy^ |>t’n>i«>iis, arrearauf^. Indi.n. 

d( nsntni,.pi. 4Vf. 





\.\M w. is-ti .. 


i:{0 


Vavjil sprvu’f iiu<i 

i'ublu'ilcl.i, 

K\|UMulitiiiTs (liiriujf Jlir In^t qiiiirU-r. won* rM mm ltd a I 

.V.il7,S17. 

Vi/,. — Civil, (liploiiuitif, and ini'^cdlum'utis 'iorvici'n M0,000 

'liliiary »iirvic(', \c. ’ 

Naval SI r\ifo, \r. ‘ !M)O,O0U 

Vuldii; delft, •>j)ll'J,:{07 

InkR-r und«... 


Milkinji; the total LWjfi iiililiiie ol iK.? \eai ‘.i l.lili'J.O til 

And leatiiiL^ an estimated halance in llie iii;a»in, kh ttio 
f.r January, ivj7, of 

IM l!ii< lililaiiee, liiivvntiT, alioul ohtr million ron.-isted »)l‘ nnavailalfit: 
funds, ilf’if.-itf il in iii'-fd\>nt lianks: -S.’!. I'J.'i.OIIO tvert; halanct"^ 
of iin;n'|ili' d aj)|»ru|n’iati<tn> ; uml wf nmnev. reserved under 

the act of Maieh .‘{il, l.sl7, i.i Im earritul to llm aceunni of lliu sink- 
iii'f fund. 

'rite njctipis lifr tin; v 1-’^‘J7, wero eslimated a» 


Vi/..— (ktsiutns ^ -.MUIMMUIO 

Ikildit'. lands. •.»,( 100,1)00 

Oiunk dividend'. • I’JOOOO 

Mi-seellam.-oiis and Mienlenial v li.'IO.OOO 


The expomli'j#vi;.s ;,t ^•J0.70-,.*,!)r)l 

\ i/. — (..'ivil^ diifltiiiiiite;. ami lAiseelianeoij - I .ViO.n.jO 

Militaiy >er\ie'e, t\r, o.OlO.lll 

I'llbllt; ili.-lit. 


l{?ilane« etlmiatefi, .lanuiii V i.,t, I.vJk^ 

Tim e\|» 0 Ms of tin; ye.ir, endinj' .Se|ileiiilM’r .‘{Olli, 
e.vcecdfil 
1’hc inijforts. 

^ Of* the inijions, aixfut nS 0,000,000 vvlrr earned 


.VA'MVOU; 


.S7m,oo;‘,:mm) 

s:»,ooo,ooo 

in Amer.t'.'ni 
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anil ilu' i!d- 

,l>tyiturrs i.-isiirrl iliniiin titi: sjuiu; Jiiiu.', aimmiili d IM.nCiII. 

Tlio l(»tal aijnnml n!' ri.n>'l« il ilrM. dn flu- l-i i.!' Ortdln ij 


1N20, vv:»s • 



raiisislin^ ol' nn'ilulionarv l\ 

|ii‘r i.'f'iiis. 111 dill- 

• 

al |»li*»siin'. 



Siil).«‘ri|jfidri fn ihr 1 iiili'il Slaii *' Itauk. 


ol'*|siS, ic«lccmal)l<* in 

\ 

llz-i.-iiiir, 

'• ISII. ■■ •• I'-JI, 

• 


• .. ;; is] 5^ .. .. jsos. 
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One Iliird df 
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(Mif lliinl df dl’ Is-j-j. 
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Out; iiiilt' dl' ■ ^ 4’driv»|. 



Oin* tiair df '■ • dl l*'’j 1, 

1>:5I. 


lidaii id' 
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rnpiiiii irra'^nn iidi* , 

• 

1. 1.0 III 

I'nrodi'CMinl Mi>>I'-'I!i|m ■'idrl, 

t • 

‘ • 7.111(1 

• 

J'Ik’ niii'iiinl ajijilird td fl><’ j«.nn^«n> 

t.r lilr 01 ill! I|I li dl ’ll'* 


ill'll! uiiliiti ilii' \»«ar, wa^ 

« ' 

• • 

:.oi>7 0 : 1 ;) 

I'or |)a\ m'.Mii nT mii'ir''!, • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

■Makin^X allo^tdln'i' llu’ >11111 nl 

• 


••So that nnlho Isi of .lanuai\ . 1S*27. 

llio aniouni mI' tlu' |iul>. 


Jio «lol>l of llu; 1 ioIimI Siairs will !»** naluri'd lo 


dm sfMMrlarv, allor liimishiii;; 

(»!' till' rninim ri'ial t 

•|u'r:i!idn< <•! 

stalcincuts cimconiin^' tljr pulijl** 

tlu* »-ann(rv (liirinf tin 

' ).i>t \rar; 

. lirftiuco.s. went into an iNamhuilioii 

and n*L’oinim’iuloil an 

alfi'vatioM oI 
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i;tv: 

»h(' ivviMHH' laws, uitli the 
view <tf‘ juiMi'i-tini; the staple <lo-^ 
inc.'iie i:i:>iuj!'<n.‘liires. 

'I'he hill for ilie payMicut orn.‘\»<lu. 
iieiiarv aial etlirr .wtuiiiiit- 

ing le S’ I u as iiiir»jiliiee«l 

at till' nf tin* ses- 

sioii. and passed willimit liiiieh np. 
position. 

A bill, milking a t'ui flier pro\y 
sioii for tlie oliM ers (p‘ fhe re\ii|fj- 
tioii, >\iiii’h renmini'd nn lh<> (able 
of tin* house at the close of the 
hi'-f scs'-iiiii.iMi I ’i» nil a diti^iein late. 

On fill oiit el' .)a:iii«r\, .Mr, 

r»urg«'-s nioM'l that the onh is of 
tlie da\ he po'lpoiietl, for the piir. 
pose of taking up tins hill. 'I'ho 
motion prev.'iiliii'j, lln,* house went 
into eonnniJf* ■ oi' ihe win*I“ : ;.iid 
^^r. liiirge-s e/j]|iMien( .-d a >iate. 
ment ot‘ this elaitii, it li.ixmg l*een 
sent haek hi'* \ear to t'a. eomnn^- 
tee v.hiiii I'ioifed ii i'or ( xplana- 
tiofi. ’The pej>r)iis fot whom pro. 
^i'■ion ’.va' eontetiijdatei' this 
l-ill, <“iiiipri*:ieii(h d 1 wo ehissi-s of 

r.ll'icet ihe oi-', the siir\i\fjrs- 

of ill i-e who eofiti.iii' d ,ih serviee 
at the eh/'O fd' the war. about 
flitt ill ii'ii.iher*: and Ihe widows 
oT llio*’, (leeea.sed, '•lijipo"* d lo he 
o 17 ’ the see.oild, the SIIIA Ivors' 
and snrvi'.iae widows of thos<> of’- 
lieers v. ho had • < rved nine tiiotiths 
^ in till: regular aimy. 'i'he iiinu- 
he.r of this elas^ was estini:\/efi at 
5,51.1 fdlieins, and widows. 

For the first elass. an appropiiaiion 


of 000,001/ was reipiircd ; and,' 
for the sec»>nd class, the s’jni tii . 
$•^,000,000. ' , ^ 

Tbc circiiinstancos under which 
tiiis claim was made, wm'c brietly. 
stntetl as fallows : 

Shortly ‘aefore the close of the 
levfdiiliuiiarv contest, on the Ililst 
of Oeioher, 17 SO, the Ci/ntiiieiital 
‘eongresA pjissed a resolution, pro- 
mising eueh eflicer wJio shoMld 
serve tlu'ough the war, in addition 
to the pa\ ii;en due, half pay for 
hie. After the war, that’ body, 
'being totallv unable to perform its 
piomi-e to these (dfiem's, oirert'd. 
ih 17>*I1. to give them as an eipiiva- 
leat, live viars full pay. Accord- 
ing to a caleulatioii fmmded upon 
the doi’iritie rd* aimiiilii s,*he valin- 
of tin ir hall’ j*a\ for life at fhal. 
timi-, vv«?.j!d have hetm ei{iiivalenf 
if» seven \eais L'nllp.iv, and a* frac- 
tion over. 'I'he general govcrii- 
iin lit, liowiver, Iteieg in*^olv(:nt. 
oli’ereil this eijiiiv ulei.t, anrl the. 
ollirers, nnahle lo enlbire their 
elaini, aeeeptiil it. I'iven thi.S 
eipiivaletif v.a.'! not jiaid. ('erlili- 
rales of w hat was due were issiieil ; 
hut as tln.y wt re riol reileemcd at 
the ii'eji .niy, thev lell in pnee, and 
»lid not hring lo the holders jpore 
lliaii'J.r pm »'ehl. o! il.eir iiuiTiinal 
atnouiit. J'inally, ihesc eertifi- 
cates were funded, upon the adop- 
tiori of tiie ft'deral ronslitntiou: 
ijjl eon.ser|iience <d* the manner in 
whicl>,thcy were fnndeil, the k^ld- 
<srs were coiiipeiled to relinquish 
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*d. psirt of tin.' |)rii%[;ipal and in-* 

.ienj8t| 

I'lic^saviiifT to the public trea- 
sury, by /Im sc s<!veral comijiiila- 
.tioiis, aiiioiiiitc'd to more tiian 
^3,5H0,()O0, luisidos tlioytilercst on 
that sum, cyor since ihft (‘\isteneo 
of the j^overnment, a siini far ivv- 
ceediiiju a|»prnprialion propo- 
sed hy the liill for tlieir rehef. * 
,No attempt is luaih* to do justice 
to the elo<juonl speech of Mr. Bur- 
"OSS, in behalf of thp-^e i*alhinl re- 
lies ni' the >wir of indopende»!e«‘. 
It is ditneult to make out a sfrou", 
or claim, than that pre>etiied in 
the simpler liist<»ry of their 'ervico'!, 
and the mnnncr in wiiieii tie s , 
wore rewanlrMi. Siiil tie iw smti' 
ropresoiftatisos iVoin stales, which 
nwed their l \i'!t<'nee to the coura^o' 
and eiuluriiiii 1‘orlitude ofHhat very 
army, whose seiu ralde lemlers 
W'cre nrev tiskiii" ju>iico at their 
hands, ssho opposed themed’. es f,i 
ihc cliiim, up<iii tlic m^>t trisial 
"rounds. 

Mr. Miteliell, of 'ri'nee<>.er. was 
unwillin" to reenonise ilie d'-:in»-- 
lioFi helweon the soldiers the 
oflicer.s, and ennleiided tliat in 
makiii" a promise to the flatter 
on]);, the ronfiuental oonjin ss liid 
W'n)n", and therefore he would not 
vole for a liill uhu ii, aceordiii" lo 
fuMCoiistrnction, repFjdialed aud do- 
the rommon soldiers, lie 
also wished some provision nnl^le 
fofthn 'militia, whose ser\y’cs*ihi- 
rin" the revolutionary rontcsi. <is 


well as in iho last war, lie hi{rhl\ 
praised. 

'riu; next day, Mr. "J’uckoi 
moved a resoliMioii, directiri" the 
secretary of ’w ar to report to the 
hou'je, the names and jdaces of rc- 
siilenee of ilujse enii'iled to relief 
under tiie pi'oposeil bill. 

"riiis lAotrdn wa< opposed, as 
tenditi" to ilefeat ih(‘ lull, hy post- 
jjoniii" it to nnoilier •.•jn"ross : and 
wter a >hoit di hale, it was ne2;a- 
lived by a vote of 100 to Mb 

Mr. W’ii'kliti'e then proposed to 
anif ml tU*-' hdl. s(i us to inclutlcthc 
heirs ayd lei;al repre^mitatives ol’ 
decea'*ed otlicers, • 

'This uimudmiMl was opposed 
h) tlie friends ot'lhe hill, as it WouM 
either render llie relief ^wopuscd 
iHi"ator\. h> mcre.isiuli' the num- 
her amoii»: whom it u:is to ho di- 
videtl : or it wnuld rau '- the defeat 
of the biU, ifilie Mim appropriated 
shouhl he au"tncnii.'d, so as to re- 
me«l\ that (flijeriif.ii. 

It was. ijtiwever. a^lupted le,- tlie 

llOUSf, h\ :i Vote Hi idi In Stt. 

'fhe ne\l iiu iin ll’eelual al- 

lempl wa^madi’ in H'i’t!ii''ider that 
\nie. Air. li'.iiiie'S iimved, that it he 
i*M-..,iiiiniu ir I'm iTe purpo'c- nf hi- 
eri'asiii" the appropiiulunj* 'I'hi' 

* miUinii was eanii il l>y a \oie nl It/ 
to tiJ. 'i'lu' powerful jipi'.o'-iiliin 

* now niaiufestoil tn liie'-e /daimants, 
ronvineed many who had lm!iert<*/ 
siii»iy»rted ihem,^ that no law for 
their relief enulil lie pa'-sed at this 
eonwryss; and that persisfiii" in 



J «4 \ K IK; iS'l’KIi, I {sj«i J . 


urging tlie iurllior i uiisitlt'raiioii of 
the subject, would ho oonsuiniiig, 
to no [xirposo, the i'(‘iiKiiudororilii' 
session. Tlio ohjo-'t was, huwoxor. 
relinquished witli grolil roluciaitor, 
and two more olUuts woit madt' 
for their Cunsidoratiirii : uuo ou (ho 
l^iid of .laniiarv. wlion a now projm. 
sition was made l)\ Mr. Coiidut. 
whicli was ordered to ho pruitod. 
On the '2Gt.liiof JauuaiA, a >o( iiud 
attempt was marie to bring on 
bill ; hut the house rejiisotl (<» r ou-i- 
derit, hy a \ote of >>* to-'s'I . 'I’his ro- 
fusal soiilcd the fate rd’tli^ hill, and' 
its advoeatos won; ('oiiip* l^i d h» n-- 
1in(]ui»h all forthor clhirt': iu ii" fa- 
vour at this 'sessKui. 

The misplaoed t eou<im\ «;vnir’r'!l 
hy many of llioso \slio d» toat<'d thi^ 
hill, was striking)) eoutraNtr rl with 
their conrluel, rui the r’onsidoration 
of a hill introdiierai .fanuarv hth. 
hy the eominilter.; rjf jn>s and 
means, in erinl'ormii) witli tin- n-- 
commendation of tin: ireerotarv r^f 
the troisuryir’aulhori'/iiig an « \- 
ohange or>i.\tf;en million- id' fin (» 
per cents, for a stur k lu arinn 
percent, interr;’^!, ami vqdi *‘inah!r- 
half aftr;r and lln‘ n >idu*: 

after JWl). 

•By tkis exchange it was o.,(iioa. 
tod that u saving would lio made ol * 
upwards of .^‘tlUjGOO. Mr. \*or. 
planck preferred the issuing of' 
Vfreasury notes to an exeluingo of 
stocks ; and proposed an ainemi. 
inent, authorizing the presirh m.'if 
he thought firofier. to issue siioli 


notes, payjihl^' in oiio year, oigti 
lr‘011 montlis, or two \o:irs, w ith hi", 
torr'sl li'oin tin; issiiinir tlirTi’ol', 
anti to hori'ow iiiono) oli the i‘n:ilil 
of <iM;h niili‘s. 'i'lns aniondinoiU 

hwing sii(idoni\ nilriMhioi-d had tho 
.. . f ■ 

olloot ot |i.i>i|ioning (ho (|uo<(ion 
on iho hill, until tin; wooiloiis hill, 
whioh wa> hrought up the m \( 
da\. had pa-ood tin* hniix'. 'I'iiis 
ooniii'i'd nil S.iliirii.iv, ^tlie lOtli 

I'f ri-hru:ii\ : and mi the 1 ‘JiIk 
this hill, with tin aim ndniont. w.i- 
again lakoii into oou>iii--rativu. 

^ Mr. t ook nliji'oti d to ili(' ainmid- 
iiK 111. nil tlio :;rmiiid that liio i>-'iio 
oftira.-urs unto.- was oiil\ ii|»j»ld« 
priat" to an mm-rgiiii ). ami wa- 
impoliiio io liim* of pi . n o. Hi 
al'oohji oti d III ihlnWiiiil •^O l:ii::i' a 
-iiin a- •^l(i.l)IHI.IH)i) uiln ihr oiini. 
liitiui* lo- diiiip Ilf till* r-niMiir) . to 
hr witii lrawii aliu' a slum pi'iioii. 

'1 hr*) rnuhl lint ho ll-i d ii ^ hailk 
dopM'iis : and .ililimi'^ii tin \ iiiiLihl 
hr ah'Oi|,(ro llirnni:h tin- r-ii.-fmii. 
iinii-r, and I Old nHin v tin- wi'inld 
Iinl\ o|irralr Iw drli'iit .ill I'alriil.'l 
limi- a- to till' pi’ohahlr n n ipi- nt 
till*' M-ar, ami oinliair.i':. llto ii|>r|,i . 
Ijnii'; of the In asni) . 

Mr. \ (‘iplaiiek npln-d in Mi, 
Cook, ami illu-lratrd In- .inirud 
iiiriil, h) oompariiig Mn\rniiMOiit to 
a fir'll plaiitr-r owinu iiionrv, ami 
whosr* m»lr‘s wr-ro pird'rrrrd iiTTn's 
hrmil, hr*r.ausr thr;\ wr rr* morr^^r; , 
gjjtiahlo. 

Me also assertori, that liifcsr' 
iiglos, iliiriiig (hr: last war, wr-re a' 
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or ii liiilr ln'iovvtl. wluiii (i pt^r 
;• rut. |tork was *^r> prrceiil. |>clc)\v 
par ; at^il liint tin' rxclirrpicr hills 
iff Kii^laiyl wrn* iiimo in^ilcipand 
^lliaii any ollirr sprcirs ol' govi^rn. 
Uiont soruritirs. ^ • 

'J'lnj inri)pv»‘ni«‘nri.’s ^ippn lirinl- 
* ij hy Mr. CiMik. Ijo i-asily 

■ ol)viali‘(i h\ proj»rr provi-ii»n> in 
the hill. Ill* in'ii'‘l(:(l mnlN* feono* 
iny ot' ii'< sa\ln^ rnnii 

I l.\i to pi'f i.'fllt. 

Mr. M*li!irii.* ii>-.rjite(l to flu* 

I m?neml piinriplr>< ati\an(iMl liy 
Air. \. Iiat ilii'ir appliratioih 

to the presi-nt t a-'O. 'riir ulijn’t nt’ 
the hill iK't In iil'iam ihiuihs 
lor ii pp’sent purpose at a low ralo, 
hut to re<hier tin: inlen'sl <tl‘ tin* 

^ puhlie ilffl*!, anil to keep ii fti the 
Inunls of the presi’ul hohlers, 
ll'thev (Inl not l oniinui Mo hoM. 
resoit must he had to the I'niti d 
States hank : and he dnl not wish 
that iiistiliitioii to hold sixteen 
millions in addilion to lip* M*\en. 

teen"'inillioiis it imw holds, lie 
was also op|iosrd to the «>ii. 
\ernment’s eoiiverlm:: iiM-lf into 
A :j;real hank. It was 
IJed, h\ iieei .-.Sits iluriMif the 
war, to resort to ihi> i'\pedn*nt : 
hut the inonient tin’ in eessitx eea- 
sed, the Ireasurv iio'i s wi n* with- 
•* ilrawn and rnmled. IT the**e notes 
HlfM'anie a eirmiatini; mediiun. lhe\ 
A^ulil mnharrass e\er\ hju>k in tin* 
eonntiv ; and il'thev did not. th(\v 
"'^‘•Id lA.* concentrated in lip* Ihii-^ 


led States hank, and add su much 
to its capital. 

Mr. Cainhrelen^f agreed that 
the ohjert of the hill waste give a 
preference to the present holders 
of stock ; hilt contended that the 
proposed ainf'iidinont would not 
inierli re witli that object. He 
flionjlil tliaf the proposed issue 
would Mot allect the eaj)ital of the 
i‘oiinliy : hiii tliat ihe t.'casnry notes 
^ouid he a ;yeiit cr)nvcnience, and 
Mijiply the jdace of bills of ex- 
(;han;:f‘, which now were at a pre- 
ininm. vi 

Mr. J)wi;ilit insisted that the 
pn po-ltii»n in a LuiNerninem’situa- 
. ti*d Us- ours is. was a perlcct novel, 
ly. No goMTiniimt tliiit was able 
to p:v\ the iiiie lest of its (h*hl, ever 
resorted to se.r}) an expedient. The 
preeed»-ni of |]Mir|aml was not in 
point. She nued I’.AO.UOtt.dOO 
I’or heo;***«iu:d inierest. and it was 
under >ueh cireuinsiaiices that hci 
exeheijuer hills were is>iu;d. The 
r idled States one iioi'leht iiowduc. 

It i** at flu* op’ion of the govern- 
nieni to p,i\ It or not ; and if it 
ihmioiit pioiKM' to pay it, it would 
he from moii\es of reoiu'inv. 

Air. I,i\iii:'-tim ^as in favour of 
the amendment. Iweauso intro- 
Muced coinpeiiMoii. SiioiiM i' not 
prevail, then* would he hut twn 
I'nmpi'litors ; if it did, all the world 
woiihi eoine in. 'I'lie plan could' 
imj Ip* said to ntjdvc the govern, 
nient a hank : for a hank was a 
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lender, but govermiieiit was a bor- 
rower. He (bMiied that the trea. 
siiry notes would ever find their 
way to the bank.. of the United 
States ; but, if they did, they would 
throw so much of United States 
bills intOj not out of circulation. — 
He believed they would roinaiii 
in the hands of moneyed men, who 
wished to lend — and the cirrtilation 
would rcmaiH as it is. He iiisistcij 
oir the convciiicnco of tliese uoto»/, 
as a means of remitting funds 
through the country, and avoiding 
the premium nuw cliiirgi;d h\ the 
bank of the United Siale^'j, which 
had a«ionopoly of that biisincs'<. 

Mr. Spragu(5 insi.<ted, that there 
would he as much competitioti with- 
out treasury notes as with them. 
# 

All the capitalists would he com]K.‘. 
tilers, as well as tiie bank of tlie 
United iStates. 'Uhe only rf.‘as<ui 
why treasury notes ^iroild be 
received at a lower inicr'*.>t than 
stock, wa.'!, t!n‘ii' ajtproxiinaling 
to money. /li.xclitMjuer bills were 
used as m^noy in Unglaiid,' and 
tiie amendment w'ouid he useiid 
only as it produced t,ljfs effect, 
and made the go\ernim;nt a great 
bank. This iio*iliougiit not desira- 
hk, but dangerous, iind highly in- 
convenient to the treasury, which 
could make no certain calculations, 
and might he thrown into the ut- 
V, most embarrassment. It would di- 
vide with a department the power 
of the comiiii.ssioners of the sinking 
lijrid. and while the luUfr «f|i; 


obliged to apji^y ten inilliuiis to tiic' 
public debt, the treasury lui^hl rC^ 
ceive ten millions of these potes in 
the same year, and thus tu'cnty 
millions would be applied to the 
public debt, and other necessary 
expenses of' govorninent left unpro- 
vided for. These notes must be 
paid the moment they arc present- 
t*d, and conld not be deferred, like 
stock, to suit the stale of the trea- 
sury. 'fliis might be a source of 
great iiicmivenienec. 'fhe amend- 
ment coniained no appro|Hxation 
.for the e.\pen'«'e of the iswie, iScc. 

.Mr. M‘l)uUie said, that the 
c/Mirso of the argument had chang- 
, ed Ills opinion, and cfuivlnced liim 
that the amendment wase.vpedicnt. 
He admitted that tliese notes would 
closely appro.vimafe to money, and 
this was*,' in his opinion, the exeel- 
lenry of the plan. If theyVere 
still more like money, the Ihiiled 
JStaie.s could borrow on these s<!cu. 
ritics at vuc-fourlli per cent. The 
nearer they approach lu nioiiey.on 
the better tenn.s the loan upon them 
could be eifccled. It'ihe si.xteen mil- 
lidns .should be issued in stock, the 
bank of the I iiitisl Stales would 
issue hills upon it, and make the 
whole profit ; but if treasury Qotes 
were i.s.siied, that pndit would he 
saved to the government. He was 
not sure that a payment by Ircasnrv 
notes would not fulfil the .Jaw 
i^iich establishes the sinking fund ; 

. but if pot, u provision of that h<itid 
ikigiit easilv be inlrodm ed into tli<; 
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•'tiili. (^ujiiiiiiisi.s not to be. 

on'l'orrcil — bill wbo had iout 

lo l.li(^^ovrnime«t in its in*i!d\v* n: 

ciilitlciT i(% u [){'(. rerencir. {m‘o\ idl'd 

liii'V looli’liio samr; iiiicn.'.'?! wiii 
’ oKbred l)\ oliiiTs. IT iioasm v 

. r ^ . 

noli.'s wct'i: a sale e.\|i^?iiriil in an 
I’lnerjriMn V* uhy not wiien the 
jiressiiM' wii-.- h -'j ' 'I'ijf* wiiule 
ijiii.'slion* r'-Milvrd il^cH'i^fo this--* 
will Movoniment honow at u low 
rati* iVom .-iiiali raj.italiMs, nr at a 
liioliopralt: iVoni lari;e ones ' 

^ Mr. \\ ood, ot‘ .\t:h -York, insi't- 
«'d that tjie niiii{i<;ljliiin i.‘onn‘iM- 
jdatod by the bdi. vvis a conn»cH- 
ii"n bi'iwri'n stocks, an l not bf. 
twc\'ii indiMdiial.o ! Ic (icpiN *d 
ilimU’lli:; MAP'cn nulli(*ii-i ..l' j'ljM-i ’ 
. into liic^circulaliiMj ol* a coiintiy, 
which had alicady ihrec hinuircd 
nn'lion^ ni j)a}H'r cnn’cnc), and 
lie* k'd litil twenty inilli^iU'. 'riii' 
d<'|.H Ciali‘d tile \ nine of ij<dd and 
siiM-r, and id’ all i‘oininoditic> : ini- 
id this c\(M-^si\n i-MU‘ id' j»aja r 
I nllld III* v|o{i|)cd, till. cniintlA wnllld 

'iif.i.d a new larill’- c\»t\ tlircc 
\car'<-. 

, ,Mr. C'Mik icjdind to Mr. 
and dcnicil that ain |»a]»>r I’oulil 
|ia-.s as ra' !t.unli"'.N d cuidd hr con- 
\i ril'd <‘il V dl mill cash, 'rin* hank 
• >rtt\c‘ Lniicd ^*lall■s could not liadc 
in ihc.-i: notes, heeausi; that w.is 
^.'..•^,‘iessl\ I'orhidden in llie rliarter. 

% llJere. Mr. M*|). e\|dauic d. | Mr. 
'VfJfffJk proceeded, and insi*led, that 
the only ell'ret would he loincre;fri* 
the eirculatiu;! ineduuu ; eu^ourau. 


iinpurtution lioin ubiuud ; and defer 
the paynienl of the public debt. 

• M r. \ ei planck offered an amend, 
merit, the oliject of which was to 
seeiire to th^ pre.seiit bolder, the 
fust iilicr of :in i.xehaujie of slock, 
and if they l•eIu^,^Jd, then to leave 
‘fovernnicnl the option, between a 
hiaii.aiid the i.v'ue of Iretisiiry rioleli. 

Mr. \\ iiipi'h; denied, tliat tliese 
notes Would atiiird ativ better cir- 
^datiu'i niL-diuiM than bank note.s. 
lie insi.-ied iliat Ircjisuiy notes bad 
depreciated diirin;!: the la^t war to 
,*d;; per (‘enl. Im.Iow par. They 
neM.*r couhl he forced into cirrula- 
tion. The tidy i;lii.er would he, to 
fore.' the hank oi’ilie l uiled Slates 
to hiuii at .1 tale lower than was 
pp'pi'r, l)ui woiili! iioi aud iin iuiu 
to the \aliie ».f foreiL'n, eWdiunge. 
lie I ou'i'li ii'd it a jt.ickviug bu. 
"lui-^s, h\ .‘•iich means to compel 
file loan at >o km- a rate. It would 
heiK.-r h Iconic du .Vmerican lej^is- 
laluic, to ascertain the fair rale, 
and to pii\ I’. 

.^^r. .U'loii thou^iit' tile aineiul- 
ineiii liie hc'-i pait of ino hill. lie 
insi'ted, tliat lii-' iia.-i.-i of the eredit 
«.i' ire;i>uf'. ii'.-W ''- wa-: l*eiter titan 
that of a.iu.l'.iiik note'!, and that 
ih'ir credit would he "Usiaiiied. 

^ Sliouhl the liovernment <10 on with 
loi^is, liic 1. lilted Slates hank would 
, soon hold I luted St alt's' stock tu 
the whole auioiiui of 3.J millions. ^ 
the aiiiouut of Its capital.* He 
likou^lil that Ihe^ijcct to hcciibct. 
eil h\ an c\chance of .slock wn*- 
u; 
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not Monli cojis-idi* l ilt ion — but the 
issue ul' treusurv notes he tlumjilit 
a proper nicasuiv. 

Ml*. AI‘('oy brielly ri'niarUed on 
tlie amenilment, whieh he tiioii^lst 
the worst jiart oC tin- l)i!f. lie ilt.*- 
nied tliaUreasni \ imio wcsehl rai'^e 
the paper of liie I niled State.-. 
'I’lieir onl\ ii<e woniii be to pa\ 
the tuxes, and llu ji !!i« \ would i-oi- 
luirras.s the trea-iirs. lie viewed 
tin; ohjeel cf (In; idll to he to oet^.i 
Joan. Ho liad no rd'M any (;*»- 
chailLp* 'd' ."I'feL*: would take j.laee. 

Mr. Fui '^vlh iiiarh- >Miiie i’Miuiries* 

as to tin- e.\|t';ii-;o ol’ tla; i- I 

ilu.se^'iote. . i!ud the i:‘Mrd.s ai:aiii.-i 
l »r:;f:'-v . [fi. f •;>!■( '!. if tie* pro-'iMi! 

holdej's V. iilloWt. il •• !U « ft, ft ;je.‘. 
if Would I'e n.'iiiii t' |.. '•5'i!n''’d !»». 
lioldors a.s.a i jMhi. .*<:», ck cleah i*' 
were usiiail;. i'O t!*ii«ai luoD; h’. eva- 
rieo tliau paii ioti-ui. 

Mr. ref'erred hiui to ;i::- 

inov ei <)f i!ic ;<ui<,u'’:.i!i lit. 

Mr. I)wi;'l!t .-‘ud. tl^i't die i-ea 
would ri,'iuiij> a jh:'*\ d' paiMuenl. 
'i't": ip-a -ui'v alrea iy b ul k,- 
du* »• fiti-a i' '.'ooid jU'i I’r.rfi:. 

Mr. \ . : ;dauek uaidey 
J'Oplv to ••;V<u‘ii,i <il l u. trUj' e.lOf; ■■ 
wjiioli hiul iuM'.’i, UJLU* !. i lu; r \- 
p»;tiso ol'i .-uilj;.' the Siotes wouhl* o 
less now than if. !i:el liujiierly beoi,,# 
as the deisotuiiiatious need noFl e 
.so .'tin. ill, ahd tiie irt.-i '.fi p: nu-re* 
imjirovod. There wa-s lei need of 
a lioiijo dop nlnienl. 'I'iu- rapi- 
tali'fS WOUM le* ?). illileo of. -uh'ii. 
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tuto lor an\ .s^^cii deparlinenf. Tui ' 
interest due on each note would- 
not he hard to calculate, and’w cmld 
he no o!»sUu le to tlieir- use. He 
denied tiiat such hills were le.soiH’d 
t<».ordy in a .-late of national dis- 
tre.s--. This was not true- of the 
exelieipjer hil's in l^ll^lan^l ; and 
th. v foiiiied the only part of lie- 
tli/ht w hiih had toaiiitaiiieil 

Its eredil : tlu v were now al au 
advaiiee ol'ti^, pere«ni. .Vs to the 
I’nited Siatt >' liauk la'ine the olds 
hifidt r liii* the loan on, .‘■look., f ha' 
eonehision was wananft.sl hy the 
e.vperioiu'e <d' the eonnfry in a!! 
liifLo* loai.-. Ihil tfi a-iuy nole- 
would iudijer eoiiipetitiou hy siuah 
I'.r e;i,.;)a!i.-t.-. Ih' ileuini ihal ii 
fie \ eii we,i' lakeu i)\ ti.^; I ui:i .1 
.'^Uili Ihuik. at iivep*!' t.eiil. the 
I MO‘d Sjiate- Would, ill f.ii-l, ;'et |t 
ei foUl |.«T ei-ul, i.eoau-e l!u‘_v il- 

I ■! one lilfil ol’ IIjc piolils I,f t|;c 

i-auk ; the v. lie!** wmild 

not lu? a fuiuh d dehl, and eoald 
not he tradetl :n a- ifs'O M:iu*h were 
e'/u ,i;\ rl lo llu- hank •eupt 

•I !U «jif» '.! lii lii iiiu: tide II OM llu 
:u!u udn’r ul, ii wa ' lU'^iilived with- 
• ■l;t 1^ f ount , 

.Mr* < 'andueliuii: llu u ni.-e, aii i 
.•?alni;{ that it wa.s m»l to he e\pee!. 

: d, that au iiau::e of .'^>ek 
'•'iu!il he eli'icted. a> a • to phi'U^i 
li e in asuiv auv .-uui. eipi.i! to flu; . 
'-:4'ek to hi- f \eh:ume*d. and to |tro- 
!l.! auv defujietu'v . le* uio^ed 
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snbslitnl(; rnilliiitis lor* 

, sixlijcn millions, in llio socmnl soo- 
fioJi ol liio bill. * 

'I’Im; anifcmlinrnl was iie|(ativc(l. 

'J’ln; m!Xl day, ollif?r * amfrml. 
miJ'miIs Wi'ft: oliLTcil bv 
I'oi^vlb and Vi‘rj»laiif:k, uliic-b 
>\i*rc iifjiM.‘ 1 od without di-bati*. and 
till! hill was •n(h.‘i* ii to a liiird 

ir:.' Itilff. , • 

' I'l ih*^ I lih III' ri hruarv, lh‘‘ 

!i ll, has iiii: |»:i'i-i'i| iliL- luMiM*, was 
^'■Mt inhi ilii’ <i‘u:»ti‘, and alicf tW'i 
r* liM riii to thv ijoin- 
iniili‘1! oiv liiiaiu'i', a inajorit'. ot’ 
whii'ii i.’onsisti'd ol’ xni.ilors oji. 

todii' admiiii'^ti’atioii, whoio 
It was hrjit until thm* <l.i\s In*, 
toll: till’ ad|ournm<'nt ot' 
when (l4rin Smith, tlio rhuirtnan ol' 
!iif l■ommlill•l•, |••j>o|■J»•d It witlioni 
.ini' iiilmciit. hilt too latt', t'oi lh‘* 
to act (i|ioii It. In ihi'- man* 
iicr fill- I'ill wa-i lost, and tin* i:**. 
ii nimi’iit |nv\ciiii d r»oio 
ncai'K hair a million ot' liollur-^. 

t 

'Aiiioiio thr :i|nnojniaisoiis made 
Ihr thr rrln r ot’ mi!i\ idu.ils. w.is 
*011! for tin* iclirr ol' lln-* sutl'cr^i - 
h\ a di‘slnicii\o lira at .McVaiidri.i, 
Oil the iMh ol'.laimary. Thit^ a(i< 
|tro|»riation wa-i opuo-i d, oA the 
oroftinl, that con'^ic*'- coiihl not 
i‘im''titiitionali;. apinopriatc ihi' 
yahbe. I'lmds r\crpt lor public |Mir. 
p«'i*ics. mid that this was ;m appro- 
\nrfarnin lor local ohjccls. and npt 
|■l'*^i^n•d,h\ anv ar^iiinciii of a 
mVal iiatiiic. • 

< hi the fifhrr '“111:*. ii w:i'. ‘■aid. 
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that tin* cities iti the district (»f (!f». 
hinihia, wore under the* peculiar 
'care <*l' cmiLncs*!. lidcreiico was 
also made to tho^Miins a[ij»ropnuteil 
l>y conori“'S, *ti.r the ri;lii.*r ol’ the 
suH'erers at Catraccas. hv the rjjilli- 
ijUake ot’ IS12; I'or the lehmces 
of St. Itoniiii^^o; for the starving 
rtorida Indian?; Ia>t year; and for 
the siilTercis at New Madrid, on 
tlj(‘ , 

\,'rhe '‘ympalhies of con^rr^ss 
wi'i'e. howe\(;r, lo'j hiiihly excited 
h\ the 'iiii'ermiL''*' of a po|iLiliition, 
iimiiediat^ly imder its superinten. 
di lire, and In-.Mii^ no iiihcr Ic- 
oi'lainie to appeal to lor reliej’, im* 
dera M\eie .11,11 ti inpoiary cala- 
mity. to III ed .iny [treeedents of 
dll' dc'.eiiptimi. pi-lit’y the cx- 

ct.ei^o ol a powe,' m» eh'nriy eoll* 
'•Mtiiti ni , 1 . and liffe,' iin;i;menim;f 
till! .•.}‘.*i i tM iiiiii n iioin I D.IHMI. 

ih.* -'nn lii*-; jn.ijio'ed. to '“'ilt.OtU) : 
the hill wa- p;i-'*( li liy a xotc of lOtl 

lo Ii 7 , end .-ein in li> tli'- 'i nate fo.‘ 

eoiicnrrence, ^ 

li/ ill. if h‘u!\. tlii‘ uitc on the 
linal j'.i''ij:e. -tood -1 .ilfniiMti\e 
am) 1 7 !irliuli\ e. 

Marly in tb*' ^es^ioii. 'Ir. K. >J. 
rcporleil !•> tlie ^enatt^a 
.bill, incivii'iiiii the coinpensuimi 
of ihe posima.'lcr jiencra!. from 

ItHU) to .K'tltUU). 

M hen llii' hill was ninlcr Cimx- 
dcralioii. on tin' Ifitb of .laini.iry, 
Mr. Kandolph ohjfi’eicd to pas. 
.'•■.i;;e. m ;i pidiciou.s and atiitimon. 
talixe 'ri i>ch. the more remark. i 
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blc from its being the only speecli 'sett was nearflho plaoe whore tiic 
from that gentleman during thn congress was to meet, a full p-ipro'- 
session. After disclaiming any priation was iiimeecssary. 'I’his 
personal feelings towards the in- item involving in some nicasure tin; 
cumbent, he went on* to say, that policy of the mission itself, was dis. 
he thought the present salary a eussed with much spirit, and was 
large one, and that the circiimstan- tiiinlly reje/ ted hy a vote of I I'd to 
Cps of the country, and tlie distress l.'i. 

prevailing, o'jpeeialfv in hi"! o’.v'n A uiotinn uavtheii made to Jili 
state, admonisliedi tin' gt*\(,‘ninient fhe hlanJv wiMi nIoOO, for half an 
toeconouiv. , nuilit. wljidi was earritM* O.'lavi '- 

•-Mr. .l(*hnson tliou^'lil, iliat tie* aiul -IS nnes. ^ll•. l-\»rsylh m<»\ed 
duties of the postuiasler actieial tn amend tin; hill, ‘io a< to rejjuiri- 
were as inij’oriant as tho^.** of anv tiie oulfii to hi‘ paid out ol’ lio-i 
of the departnu ii!-', and. that the ytsii'sapproprialion, hut the moti«iii 
salary should he as large. . was opjxjsoil hy 'les-rs. Dwitil.l 

Aft».'r sonic further diseiKsiou of and M*I)utlee, and was lU'gativcd. 
a similar eharaeter, tlie hill in- This item was afterwards struck 
eroasing tiio eomjM'n-jation to out iri the senate, ou uk*! ion of Mr. 
^(J0()0. onsso<l, n."> :>ye«!, 10 Snu:ii, of Marv land. ci\ os**]!), and 

The house suh>ef|uentl\ pa-sed the hid was ri tern >1 to the hun.^e 
the same f»ill, almost without oppo. for ewiu: irreiuM.! iii that, aurl tin 
sition. amendment a|i|>Vopri{iting 8SIM for 

an ridditioiuil clerk in the stall* dc 
On the 111 n olM-(liruary, ti,e parttnent, and <f‘veral tninor ainrmd 
hill making appropriatums for the .,n ni Lmtivei' 

support of »he govi.rtmieoi. for i,, l!:.- hou: e, ih.- h;ilf out. 

|S2i, was taken up. ' ■ l)tj h, wlueh tin* Iioum' e»)neMl'ed ■ 

'! lie various in.-m-: m dn-’ lull atul tin* .-enale having r(M-r-dod from 
passed witlioul opposiiioiK eM-epi thi' other anieiidniom ., ihr* lull w a- 
the appropriation of >»i)t)0tr for an passed. 

OLittit for a rnir*'«tr;r t'l laeiihuya. 1)\* this hill ihi' follouing rip. 
This appropriation was o!.|ec|ed pioprialioii-- wi re luado. vi/ : 
to, on the ground, tliat as Mr. Poiii- • 

For the expeii'.i .s o!’ the ^'gi^lative di’jiaitnieiit of ihi- go. ' 

vernment, inr hiding salaries of v in: [uesideut, and of li- 
hrarian to congress, ^ S h'k“»,l{ri|» 

Jlo. of cxecutivewlepartinenfjiimliidin^ iIm^ expenses of all 
the departments at Washiiigioii. ami of all the ten iional 
goverriTnenfs. ■ , dO.'i.NOf, <;•.» 



.tlAlMol- mili'Wa. 


Ill 


llo. of the jiidirial 

For i^pliormtic inltin ourso, 

For lif^it Ijons.es, lM.*yi'on^, cV«‘. 

For priisifHis, ^ . 

For inisccllanrou'i oxpi ii"* '. 

* 

1 lio Jtiiltlaiy =i|>| liili 

'Ails lirM (iikeii ii|i uo 

iln' UJiiroi' Frlutl ii V . , ♦ 

On lln’jti ni 11*1' th*' (’Mnimu.niMn 
mJ iIk' ( jiijiluTlaiiil -niiii' di*- 

hiitf \li‘. ( mdIv <1 

tjnr .'ftr/lkOllO. :iimI ul<- 

"(•nod tllill |.olirv urillf;iin\rin- 


‘iOo.OOO 
1 or,, ].■)<» 
•^,0o0 
50,1)00 


lliid'iji, ulio'ii It pas.’^i-d. ivtl 

1,4- .-niiifn.nt trt mco? i?s 
liii tin- m-\i liiiir fi'tiliiiA. 

\lr. I,i'< rlit r ,'uillV'''»rrl tin; t'l<' 1 . 

► 

hui ,<lniMi'{i il >hai fiii'*- road ua* 
I w til* L'l'fd.iiitl ol‘ in. 

I'Tlial 

Mr. Ijii-X'!! ■.K|c('lcd to tin 


|»rocrrd 'O'iidiialiv , .-o tli.o llio 
mad .''iiould (,*' * i)in|di-lrd Ik tii; 
|iiildic lands iMiiim 
niTc ‘'(Jtl, M r. InirtwoiiiiitjiiiM d. 

AVliriill’r illilt Jl|t|tln|,rian..!i to 

foin|dri(' ilif mad ini\ fayi.ir ihaii 
iiadix'i'ii aut|i<iri/.(-i] li* law ; and 
w.i*^ answi'if'd in Hi*' laxative. 

Mr. I'oI'MIi iinjinii d. win die r 
tins a|i|im|i| latnnt wao iitii'tnh d tw 
n iid« r tiiilli' 1 1' lii'-laiiiiti nm;« « « 
iiiAS. jnnl wa< .ii*‘(‘i an- winn in 
tin' in'i;ati\'’. ^ll■. \\ i.«nU ‘•lali d. 
•that I'oris-nii ah'- nrilh- 
twrrii \Mn I liiii! and /..nu >\ din. 
wem rinn)ililni. anil winil'd lu- 
I’Cinh liir use' tin- en.-mn^ 

'I'in* a|i|)ro|n latmn aslvod woidd 
luiMitliiMi'iii to riiMi|di i'' llm rnad 
Jo '/ani‘s\dh*. 

'Mr. M‘<'o\ "aid. that an aj»|no. 
pritilion loll was an nnlii |diii'i- V>*r 
Oil}' ilrui ; iiinl ohsriM'd that tlp**J 
nor <'nnt. iMnd pli'dirnd t>\ tliV -tain" 


. 11 , d iinoe d an allM'lldnn III. ."yikili;! 

oiii tiial pari v, iiK’li ii{i}dn,d part ol 

tt.n a|>p'i»pr!aiiiiii in tin.* ,-?uv\e\s 

1.1 iwi 1 n X.i; I lilo and Missouri. 

\ii< r M.nn* di"i t|v>|.iii. tli.s^aiDolltl- 

mi nt was n'p’cti, li v.llllulit a (ll\i- 

'l•'ll. aial ill-* appiopi i.nion adopt- 

<-d l»v lin- hiiU"i‘. ( ' ll»7. nav" 
* 

n.'i. • 

Mr. \ .na o li.; n d an up. 
pr.'i'ii.itiiin iii' >rj!).d7n tin lii.* 
'*i 1! »IIU III lilt' ii.illli* III llu' 

Or.ir:ii.i i-.n;i!i.i. i'>ir '•■rviiis in 

I. .n roiilin^ to ail t's. 
tii.i;ili'*«M I'lf.i-iaiii riri i-ian. 

Mr. |)w:^ni ii^piiM*). wliotly'i 
liw'lr wa- an\ law .t s'dioii/iii^- jji*’ 
pa\ larin i>i li.a; i i.ina. 

Mr. Uidi.;.-.- ,.!.M*;\.d, that In- 
km w iii'lifin;: a;;innsi ili^* e laiin. o\- 
that it had iH't'iinniliTdiM'ns'ioM 
o\t r sinco 111- had In i'H .i iiiomhor 
.it*lho iuiu.M . hifl ii' It wa'= to bo 
alli'Wi-il. n "hi'idd !»'• Ill ■> soi>!ir:iii' 
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bill, and not introduced at this late 
hour into an appropriation hill. 

Air. Vance said, that in oll'iM in^; 
the uinendiuent, he had ohoyed an 
order of the military connnittee, 
and that the sum moved, rite 
amount allowed by the govern- 
incnt's own agent withotil inte- 
rest. 

ft being late, the house then ad- 
journed to tlr next day ; and alter^ 
the prcliminarN hour allotted to ro- 
solutions had been consumed in 
the discussion of Mr. Saunders* 
motion, relati\c l(i the pyblication 
of the laws, the debate on this 
amendment was rc.su med. 

Mr. Clarke, without expressing 
any opinion (tn the claim, contend- 
ed that it w'asunpivcedentcd, to in. 
sert .such claims in an upprupria- 
lion bill. Besides, this claim luul 
been so often reported again-^t In 
committees, the attorney general, 
and the secretary of war, that Im 
doubted its propriety. , 

Mr. Thoippson said, that the 
only adverse report from 'an altor- 
ney general, was from (Jenrral 
Lincoln, who had exj)ros.sed hut an 
imperfect recollection tor prin- 
cipal fact in cortrovorSy. 

Wr. ..Wright, of (liiio, vindica- 
ted the justice of the claim : he 
thought that the militia had Ix'i-n 
employed by the I jiite‘d Slates, ' 
and that the claim was not incin- 
ded in the eomj»acf of |M(I*J. 

Mr. Burgess t(Ak the same vle*w 
of tin* sid)jert: fleriied the riidil. 


of the United (States to ncgotiiie 
away the claims of indiyjdua! 
eiii/ens ; and conclndcd by sug- 
gesting that the recent' collisions 
between Georgia and the United 
Siiiius, slmiihl induce the goveni- 

ment to show to the |>eople of that 
state that ii was not disposed to op- 
pose or delay the payment of (heir 
jVlsl elaiiKs. 

Mr. M‘('oy oppposed the appro- 
prinlioii, and deniivl that General 
Washington had (wer admitted the 
justice of the claim; but on (luveon- 
trar\, objee id to it, boLViiise the 
gov(‘rnor of Georgia Inid transcend- 
e(] iiis authority. 

The real origin of this claim, 
ultbougl) it does not appetir to have 
been .<0 statisl in the delialo; was in 
tiie Ibllowiii^r eircumstanee.s: during 
the exis:(VMM* of the flispnte hel ween 
Georgia ami the Unlt(‘d Slftte.s, 
c(>mM?rnin<; the territory now' com- 
j»u>inL' the sfate.s of Alaliama ami 
Mi'i.‘<i.sippi^ tho CreeK^ were alimisl 
ill a state of open hi>stilily with the 
cili/eiis i.f Georgia, partly..{«Wmg 
(o their encroachments on the In- 
dia\i himfiiig himU, and partl\ to' 
the instigations of the Spanish 
authorities in Tlorida. T!ie rdd 
congress .so strongly disapprou'd of 
the. conduf't of Georgia in that tin- 
.'•ine.'ss, tliai iiolwitlislaiiding the p^i- 
plication of the state aiitliorilies, it* 
declined, furnishing any aid ugniiisl 
llieOeek.SjOn ihegronnd that edn- 
gress was not <Muivinced of the 
piVliee f»r the cau'-e. ami that it 
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t- w\il(l not tlic i\nion u party ti»* 
'I war uf wliicli CMiijifniSM slamlit ii.it 
have the sole cuiitru]. 

This stritc of atiairs ( ontinued, 
iiiitii the federal constitiitio’ii vested 
(ho (lAClusivc eonlrol of Indian al- 
fuirs in tlie <;ejior:il jviveniiiienl. 
'Hie subject was tlieti taken un by 
|)r(‘sident Washin^rlon ; and by his 
direction, a treat \ \^as made a^. 
N’l'wAoik witii tlie (’reek nation, 
lielininj; th(^ lioinnlaiii-', ; .l o* 

( onnti >, and ;id.|ii>tinir tiieir 
, ties with ijie white- ( nder the 
pretence that this treaty v'a-. not <n 
I’avourable to (Jeoroia, as a treaty 
made at (•'alpliini.'to!i, in by 

the local aiithorii;<’S of ll.-at >lale, 
in defiance of the > .jc* - < !.»• ! '-t n. 
::re>s; ijii' h ^ii.danin- nndi j.iM.h f,. 
<‘ensure the ti* .il\ of Ni;v. -Vorh. 
and a portnai of her ciii/» a.'- 
'embled iii arins : and iiasin^ en. 
ferecl the ( 'iei-k lei liN'n . pi*.\okt d 
a war with that nation, uhieh con- 
tinued until a second treaty, c<*ii. 
lirinin;; the treat n of New. York, 
Vvie^'.^oiieindi-d at ('oleraine. in 

r It was for tiie i.i *1. ' 

war, all ciami'; foi wlni'li wt-rc nn- 
deistond to lM\e heen -i ttli d an.i 
relimpii.-licd tm a.*; re tun .it o; 
JmVJ, that th;s . '.miii ^vas d nj' : 
,, and it lunl :dwa\s hi r:. ■.■ep e'.i d. 
jintil lli.: prt cut stssma. No’-. . 

• hitv.ever, it -Mniiomd lo 

.« • 

\ol\i of It)',* to i I!. 

^riie . appi'opt lutum ioi 
i;ein;ies wasn thiced iVom DOtl 


lo^lO,(MIO; and the allowance of 
doidile rations was confined to ofti- 
'rers eiiinmundin^ garrisons, and 
distinct military posts. 

'I'hc bill w As then postponed un- 
til the t^Otli I'ehniarx , when a dis- 
cussion conimeiiced tin a motion of 
-Mr. Kives, to strike out an appro- 
priation of >’.‘J1),00<I for surveys 
;ind examinations, under the act of 
April liOtli !\fr. M'Diiilie 

afterw'.u'ds moved tin amendment, 
so as U) rcfttriel the ajijiropriation 
to "urieNs, alreadv ctmimenced. 
tmd to a roinl to N' w OrleaiLs, 
ami two ctmals, which he specified. 
'Pli!'- f.nn mlineni heitti^ reiected by 
a \t/,r of ! M to 0(5, the motion of 
'Ir. 'u\ i > " i r.(.iia*i\ed lOI 
: • •'7. 'I tie wa^ then passed, lUid 
-cni to tin- .-''iUito lor cotu'i'rieiice. 

•n titai !j..d\, upon mot.oti of 
Mr. !I (I;'‘ eh.u-o iv.-jtrid- 

m^ the Jtuee of doitide ra- 

i;or,-<\. as .lel.i n out. hx a vole 
ff to 1!). \ motion wtis also 

maii.' to -trike out tin- appropria- 
tiom for '.ill' cl. dm of the (leor^ia 
li'i» it w..' n'*^*-.;ii\ed to 
l.’i. '»U. ('ham'ler isb.i moved lo 

s!r;.,«' \ .!:(• :t;'jii-opii.:li...u iV.riiie 

« t sU t.i.m.i o • ’ I’iio ( '•viiuheiiaiid 

.\»ad, w III ■ i w .. ■ 1.''*. n::' -7' 

. !.i. On the m-oliou. t-.i s;rike on; 

tlo- ::ppr.-;.ii;i!i. n ior sur\e)s. the 
* ^enaii dii'iiied. iMV*’, IJ) \e!>. 

'I i'.i then ^ to fill' Jioii.--e 

, [ 1 nm I'leiu'o m ill'' juncml. 

Hit nl* . These \#ere till a^n i dto. 
I'veopt lie uM’cndiiii td coiicernini: 
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the allowunco ul' double rations. At • vote of 88 to 8-1. The bill th'.n 

n n 

iirst the house rejeeted this ainciul. {vissed into a hiw. ^ 

incut, 87 to 72; but the scMiatiV By this bill, tho-followiiig iippro- 
having determined to ailhere to it, prialions wore imide for tlic mili- 
by a vote of 28 to irijfrthe lionse re- tary service of 1827, vi/ : — 


ceded from its disagrceuieiiu by a 

For pay of the army, and subsistence <»f ofl’iccrs.rt .5'00lt,3t)3 75 

For subsistence and fora;Te, 205,028 

Recruiting service. ' ■ 30,000 

Furcliuslng (lcpartiiicnl:<, uiid fur uuOllciii bttught in ad- 
vance for 1828, 281,02.5 

Medical department, J10,.500 

Quarter-master general's department, and for supplies to 
5Vest Point Academy. 351,200 8^1 

Ordnance service. • 05,000 

Contingencies. 10,000 

ArnidUries and arsenals. HM, 100 


K.xpenscs of buard of oHioer.s to prepare svsteni of 


tactic*'’, 

Claiin.s' if (icorgia militia in 1702, 1773. and liOl, .5’I20,375 Oti 

Arrearages, 20,000 

Expenses of an expedition of (ieorgia militia* to .sujij>rr>s 
aggressions of Florida Indians, ' .30,200 

Rations to Floridajudians, 22,0()8 37 

Running line of lands of do., .330 5ti 

To carry into eflecl a treaty with the Choctaw 2.5,000 00 

Cumberland road, deepetrhig hpi boar of Pres(|iic I sh^, rosid 
to Little Rock, impro\ing navigation of Cliio and Mis- 
sissippi, and for new .sii' Vf'Ns. • 2IO,h!M 77 


Besides llm appropriations contained in this bill, there wtis iippro. 
pfiated for barracks, store hot».scs, and hospitals, the sum of 5.5,3.52 51 
'Vln. appropriations for tlie Indian ilepartinent. which i'i a hnmcji of 


the war department, were as Ibllow'-i ; 

For Indian, agents, , 10,100 

For presents to Indians, 1.5,000, 

Contingent expenses, , 05,(M)U 

Rations to Florida Indians, • • 7,,017^5O 


To defray the e.vperise of holdiug n i reaiy will/ the (3icrokccs. I O.fKMi * 
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^Mhmnd rcifulaiums of (iiraf Jinlain-^Condilton nj ^Inks ajfcr ihr He. 
*K<ilutinn^Acts of first Congress — SinjfiehVs Cainphlet — Convention 
of l}^ir> — Arts of Coui'rrss of 1SJ8 — Act of Vnrlinmrnt of 1818 — 
Xegotiation — Law , of t \ S. of IX'iO — Hritish art of lK‘2‘i — /Vo- 
rluttiatioii* of Prrsideiit hi I8*2:i — Negotiation continued — Act of 
r. S, fif — Order in (*oiinir}l of ISil^Aets of Parliament of 

iS'Jf) — l*rinrijd('s of the tiro parties — Uritish Colonial ports shut — 
Negotiation — Proceedings in Senate — hi llouse — (onchision of^ Ses- 


sion — Proclamation of President— 

'Pm: ronlrovcrsy iHtwruii flic 
I 'nil(Ml Shins and ( Jmit lli ilaiii, rc- 
lu(iv(;n>tln‘tradu\vit)i tin* Aineriouii 
col(»nirs oftlio latirr pn'vi’r, was al- 
liuledfo ill the last Kenister. and a 
hasty sketch was given ofils origin. 
Ky tlie course of events, that dis- 
pute resulted in the prohibition of 
all intercourse hetween them and 
this clJVtwtry. This terinination of 
the n«‘gotiiition imparts a^ deeper 
iihere.Ht to this suhject, than any 
eonnofied with our foreign history 
whi<‘h transpire*! during the Jasi 
year, and entitles it to a prominent 
place in the present volume. As 
4lie. stand taken by the American 
government is intimately eoimecl- 
cd with the system of policy «idopt- 
ed bylhosn who framed the federal', 
constitution ; andusihal policy had 
in view the cuiaiicipatioo of the- 


-Ports of r. S. closed. 

trade of the I nited States from the 
hiirdens and restrictions# which* 
grew out of the colonial systems of 
the European powers : it will be ne- 
cessary to bear ill mind, the condition 
of this c^mjtrv inynediately after its 
separnlinn from Gn-al lliitain, and 
the relative lutsition of the two 
powiTjjiat yial iinpi*rtan^era. 

The operation of the liavigation 
acts, and colonial regvdations of the 
Kritishgpvwtiyicnt. previous to the 
revolution, upon tln^ provinces, had 
proved extremely injurious to their 
permanent interests. Their navi- 
gating and manufacturing interests 
had been di^signedlx reptyssed, in 
onler to promote those of the mo- 
thcr country. 

The (evolutiomirjiwar bud occa- 
sioned a still greater depression of 
these important interests. Peace 

.1 
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round them almost extinct, tind 
with a national govcrnineiit just on 
the point of dissolution, and unable 
to protect them against the hostile 
legislation of foreign powers, they 
were compelled to enter into com- 
petition with the skill and capital 
of* Europe. The shipping interest 
of the countr}-, experienced the first 
effects of this state of things. — 
Tliirtcen governments, actuated by^ 
jealous feelings, and, clashing in 
policy, were unable to afford it 
adequate protection against the dis* 
criminatiog duties and colonial re- ‘ 
gulations of' European imtvons. 

Great Britain especially, the na. 
lion with wliich we had the most 
intercourse, and whose prmluctions 
Vere i)«^t adapted to tlie American 
market, availed licrself of this im. 
becility of the federal government, 
and sought to monopoli/c, not only 
the supply of our wants,, but the 
carrying trade between her ports 
and those of the rniteil Htates hy 
conimercialrregulations, adapted to 
the circumstances of that pt^rioil. 
The colonics, which she still re- 
tuDcd in the \Vcst l|idielt, and on 
theNorth American cnniinniit,gavc 
her great advantages in any com. 
mSIfethl contest, which might be 
caused by her attemjd to monopo'. 
lize the carrying trade ; ami the 
distracted condition of the states, 
unddr the old articles of confedera. 
tioii, prevented py effectual resist, 
nnce to this 8elfi.iii policy. 

\t one time, indeed, it was hoped. 


that our commercial iutcrcour/; 
would be placed upon a more Ubc- 

* ral footing. William Pill, wTfioso 
early commercial views iwefe of a 
more enlarged character, tiiaii those 
usually entertained by the premiers 
of Englamf^ and who then tliought 
it necessary to attract* American 
trade into British channels, intro- 
duced into parliament, a bill fur 
the purpose of placing the inter, 
course between the I'nited States 
and Great Britain, and her Ameri- 
can coloiiies, upon tcrips of exact 
.reciprocity. Unlortumijely, tlii‘< 
hill did not pass ; and it is to be re- 
gretted, that the means of its liefeiil 

. were furnished by a citizen of the 
United States, once high in tho 
public favour. Silas Depne, who 
was at that time in England, made 
known to John Lord ShcfiiehJ, a 
niemher ot’ the J>oard of traili?, liie 
distracted condition of the states ; 
theimhccility of the federal govern, 
ment ; its inability to adopt mea- 
sures counteracting any cominf;r- 
cial p(»licy (vhieh the Bri)^;!i go- 
vernment should pursue towards 
libr late provincc.s ; their almost U- 
tal waut of capital ; tlie adaptation 
of British inanufucturc.s to the 
American market ; and the great 
advantages which might he gained 
ill the carrying trade, by sliutting, 
the colonial ports to American ves. 
sols. ,The goods destined for* the 

American market could then he 

• 

tsansjiorted in British* vessels, 
which, after landing their cargoes. 
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l^uld return ilomcviiEirds by a circuit guishiiig state ot* Ainerican com. 
tou^outc through the West Indies, incrce, and the acknowledged ina. 
carrying supplid^ to the islands, and bility on the part of the general 
bringing the produce of the^West government,^ to afford adequate 
India colonies to the ports of the ino. protection to the great interests of 
thbr country. By thus^ combining the country, gave an impulse to 
three voyages in one, ah advantage the public mind, w'hich resulted in 
would be gained by the British the adoption of the federal con* 
merchant, which could not be ca- stitutiun. 

sily counterbalanced. • * Upon the assoinbling of the first 

These ^iews, illustrated by a #:ongress, the leading* members in 
va'st number of details furnished that body, uft^er much consultation, 
hyMr. Deane, were promulgated by and in accordance with the views 
Lord tShellicld. in * a pamphlet, of Washington, and of Hamilton 
which produced a decisive effect . ‘and Jeffciison, the governing minds 
upon the public mind in England. oHiih cabinet, agreed upon a sys- 
The hope of a temporary gaiij tein of policy, counteractive df the 
prevailed Mr. Pitt's law was re- • hostile commercial policy of Euro- 
linquished ; and, instead ofsettlin^; peau nations, and more especially 
the term* of intercourse with the of (Ireat Pritain. 

United States upon a reciprocal Discnininating tonnage duties 
basis, the colonial , ports were were iinpo-scd on foreign shipping ; 
closcdi; an order in council issued, and Mr. .M uiison, then arepresen. 
(which, in 1788, became a perma. tative fVimr V'irgiuia, strenuously 
iU3Ht law) regulating the trade ; and urged the propriety of making 
all advances towards >i coiipncrcial a distinction disadvantageous to 
treaty scornfully repelled. In this those powers with whi^n we had 
innmrcA the British cabinet sought no coihinercial treaty, llnpost du. 
lo secure an undue share of the ties were laid on importations, for 
carrying trade bctw'cen tlie twd the purposbs of revenue ; and on 
countries. The views inculcated such articles as were then inanu-^ 
iy Lord (Sheffield, occasionoily factured in the Unitcu States, hca- 
modified by circumstances, were vicr duties were laid, in ordcT iu 
adopted as leading maxims of its eitcouragc domestic manufactures, 
[iolicy towards the United States, TJiesc retaliatory incajjures in- 
and continue at this day to gcivcrn duced the British cabinet to dc* 
:hc councils of England. At first scond from its lolly stand, and 'to 
they wore completely successful. ',uommci\pe a ncgotiqfion with the 
The tiadcfell into the hands of^thc* governimmt of the United States, 
Torcign merchants, and tlio loii- -which resylicd in the treaty of ’794. 
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In this treaty, as at first agreed 
upon by the negotiators, there was 
an article, prescribing the terms 
of our intercourse with the West 
Indies ; but as it w'as very uii< 
favourable to tlie shipping of 
the United States, and degra- 
ding to our character as a iia- 
tion, the senate rejected it ; and tlie 
treaty was ratified, with the excep- 
tion of that article. 

The terms of thi'’ article stri- 
kingly illustrate the extravagant 
and peculiar spirit of the British 
cabinet, respecting the ¥'cst India 
trade. The United Stales were 
permitted to trade with the British 
islands in vessels not exceeding 70 
tons ; and, in consideration of 
this Mbit, they agreed not to ex- 
port from the United States any 
molasses, sugar, cofleo, cocoa, and 
cotton, to any part of tlie world ; 
and British ^esse|s of any* hunlieii 
were permitted to participate in the 
same intercourse. 

The trfjdle between the rnil<‘d 
States and the British colonies 
remained in this slate, unregulated 
by treaty, and on'y' 'occasionally 
.opened by orders in council, and 
governors’ proclamations, (when 
the pressure of war, or an appre- 
hended scarcity, compelled them to 
relax thA strictness of the naviga- 
tion acts,) until the late war be- 
tween the two countries put an 
end to all commercial intercourse,' 
between them. 

Upon the return of fiearc. the* 


'commercial relations oflhc Unjr^d 
States with Great Britain yverc 
renewed. A convention was form- 
ed .July 3d, 1815, establishing the 
terms of intercourse between the 
United States and Great Britain ; 
but the Bvitish cabinet declined 
making any arrangement relating 
to thci!olonial trade, which, it was 
assertiitb was of a peculiar charac- 
ter. 

By this convention, the trade 
with the European possessions of 
Great Britain was established upon 
a reciprocal basis, so far as the 
navigating interest was concerned. 
The staple productions of tin* 
United States wore, indeed, placed 
upon a worse footing than the 
British staples, by oncr^ms duties 
imposed by that government, in 
some instances amounting to a pro- 
hibition ; but tliis came uiidf^* ano- 
tlier bead of the reciprocal sys- 
tem, not yet full) matured, aiidaiid 
not affect the policy originally 
adopted, to secure a portion of the 
carrying trade. 

The convention scctircd to the 
productions of the Uniteil Stat/^s, 
and of (ireat Britain, admission 
into their re.spectivc port.s, upon 
us iavouruhlc terms us the produc- 
tions of Ollier countries ; and go- 
ncrally provided, that no proliib;- 
tions nor re-strictions should be ap- 
plicfb to the commerce between 
them, which did not generally c\- 
•teiipl to the commerce of- other 
natiooii. The shipping of the two 
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'inti'ies was pluccil upon an cquuT 
^ foot 'ig in the ports ol' the United 
States^ and in Aritisli ports in Eu- 
rope \ and the trade witii thc^ colo- 
nies was exprfissly declared, not 
to* be aH'ected by any of the provi- 
sions of the corn ‘■•ioill 

In acceding to this treaty, the 
llrilish goveriiinenl substantially 
accepted a proposal iiiadfi on th( 
part of ti]^; ('iiited States, to ail 
nations, by an act of congress, 
passed 'March f‘ld, ISlo, condition- 
ally repealing our discriininatin«; 
duties. Autlie same time, it adhered, 
to its system ot‘ excluding Ameri- 
can vessels from the colonial traile,: 
and persisted in monopoli/ing, in « 
British shipping, the transportation 
of all tiiose [u'odjictions of the 
U’est-lndies and ol' tin* I'nitCMl 

•States, which, in the ordinary 

• • 

eonrsft of things, were so tieely e\- 
r'hunged to sup|)ly tin* natural or 
artificial wants of their Kispc'ctivi^ 


sively secured to British vessels, 
by a combination of voyages, in 
the course of which supplies could 
be carried ^to the West Indies, 
would not be less real and opera- 
tive in the trade with Europe, than 
if they were directly given by 
bounties or discriminating duties. 

• The practical operation of thi> 

state of things was so severely felt 

%when the couventioft took eficct, 

that after viyious efforts to induce 

the British govermnent to adjust 

the collision of interests by amica- 

*lde negri^utiun, the government oi' 

the I'nit^d States came to a detci'' 

iniiiaiion, to put an end to an Tntcr- 

coiirse in which tlicy were not per- 

initiod to share. Before tliis ilc- 

teriiunaiion, four tilths of the trade 

with all tlie British colonial jiosscs. 

sions was inoiiopoli/ed )»y British 

shipping, and even the small ((uan- 

titv of Amviican tonnage then en- 
* ’ .... 
gagc;d in it. was daily diniini'^li- 


inhuhitunts. , 

The direct trade between the 
I'niicd. States and (ifeat Britain, 
was so interwoven with that hc- 
t*ocn the rniteil States and tlfe 
colonics, that the end which the 
.\rncrican govm'iiment iiad in view 
would have been defeatcrl ; if, 
while the Kurupeaii part of the in- 
^ifcrcoiirse w’as placard upon a re- 
ciprocal basis, the colonial trade 
iiad^tecii inoiiopoli/eil by British 
navigators. 'I’lic reciprocity aim-*^ 
ed w'ould have been rctin(|itish- 
cd. Veanse the advantages e\clu-. 


mg. 

An ^ act was accori^mgly intro- 
duced into congri'ss, wlfich. on tlic 
loth April, ISIS, became a law. 
closing iifuts of the I’nited 
Slates agam.st British vessels co- 
ming I’rt'in colonial* ports, whicli. 
by the ordiuarN laws of iiavigitHSTi. 
\tere sbiil against American ship- 
ping,* and compelling Bnlish ves- 
sels clmiring from our ports, to give 
bonds lo laud their cargoes else- 
where Jhaii in a ^colony closed 
iiguinst American >es.scls. 

In order to counteract this law. 
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the Britiiili govoriiment, upon hear- 
ing that such a retaliating measure 
was contemplated, witii great 
promptitude, aiithori'^ed, hy an act 
of Parliament, passed 8tii May, 
1818, the opening of the ports of 
Halifax and St. Johns to the ves- 
sels of friendly powers, fur the im- 
portation of certain enumerated 
articles adapted to the West-India 
market. Rj making these port/ 
places of deposit, it expected to 
secure to British shipping the 
greater share of the carrying trade, 
by the indirect route to ihe West- 
Indies ; and with that view, a parti- 
cipation in the intercourse between 
those ports and the United States 
was rcliiuptished to the American 
navigators. Within three weeks 
allcr its passage, an order of conn- 
cil, rex'ocable at pkasurCf was is- 
sued, carrying info eUect the pro. 
visions of the act.. 

This order in council, revocable 
at pleasun;, was not, however, 
regarded l/V the governpient of the 
United Spates as modifying the 
ordinary navigation acts, and their 
ports continued to he sliut against 
British vessels from those ports, 
although they were thus tempora, 
nfy opened to American shipping. 

The British government, finding 
its ohject.unattainable jn this mun- 
ner, was compelled, by the dis. 
tresses of the West India islands, 
to make some a^lvanccs, for the jiur- 
pose of arranging the terms of in- 
lercourse betwxen them .and the 


United States /. and on the bt^of 
the ensuing October, a proptyvition, 
was made, to alloW the importation 
and exportation of certAiu enume- 
rated articles, in American vessels. 
TJiis article, however, extended 
only to sucfli West India ports as 
should be open to the vessels of 
other foreign nations ; and such dis- 
tinctions were established, respect- 
ing the kind of productions to be 
admitted into the different colonies, 
as to iiCClire to British shipping a 
decided advantage iiL the trade. 
The proposition gave to the vessels 
of tlie United Stales no privileges 
in the ports of New Brunswick and 
Nova Scotia, which thisy did not al- 
ready enjoy, and admitted the Bri- 
tish vessels to a ]mrtici^ation in 
that trade, from which they were 
then excluded, by the existing na- 
vigation laws of 'the two coiAtrics. 
It diminished their privileges in the 
Bermuda trade, as established by 
act of , parliament, by excluding 
from the enumerated articles, all 
live stock, which they werer then 
permitted to import ; although it 
added to the exportable articiou, 
moIas.se8, cocoa nuts, ginger, and 
pimpta, all productions of the 
Wc.si Indies. As these regulations 
were obviously intendeil to s'ecaro 
to the British islands supplies of in- 
dispensahio necessity, which could 
not bo easily obtained elsewlfnrc ; 
ylind aimed at making Bermuda, 
Hi. JphnK,and Halifax, places '»f de- 
•pobit, for the supfdy of the West 
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in 'ics, with liic vityiv of monopo- * 
lizinn^ British vessels, the longer 
voyugc in the indirect route ; the 
American government rcfusotl to 
accede to them, and proposed us 
a Counter project, that Jhc itite«*- 
course should he estabUslied up(;ji 
the following terms : — 1st. 'I’liat 
the listof admissuhlfi ailiclos should 
he the sanie for the West* Indies/ 
Bermuda, iyid for the North Ameri- 
can provinces. *idl\. 'rtiat tlie 
duties !?hould he equalized, and 
particularly,. that no higher duties 
should ho vharged upon the pro. 
ductions of tiie riiited States, tium 
upon similar artiedes, when iiii*. 
ported from nu\ other rwntry nr 
' place, 

'I’his pioposal was rejected, on 
tiie alleged ground, that tlie BrU 
tisli government must .coiUiuue to 
jo'otect* tlie productious of her 
northern colonics against loreign 
eoinpcliiion. It was, lu>wcver, 
ousy to he seen, that nu(l|;v that 
pretence, the productions ol' the 
•I'nited Isolates might he 'forced, hy 
eoionial regulations, to obtain ad. 
mi^ision into the West Indies,* 
through the ports of the northern 
c(donies, and under the cliaracter 
of colonial productions. A high 
discitttTmaiing duly in their favour, 
\rtfuid make it the interest of the 
American merchant to sciui his 
cargo *to Halifax, or Bermuda, to 
be thefo re-shippcMl to the West 
Indies in British bottoims. . ' 
’ The rcicetion of this proposition. 


consequently, left the United Stains 
no option, but to relinquish the 
trade to British shipping, or to meet 
the British it|ivigalion system by 
similar restrictions. They chose 
the latter, and on the I5th of May, 
IWd, a law was passed prohibiting 

all intercourse in British vessel! 

^ • 

wilh any colony, aiul als»>, the im. 
porlatioiiofull colonial productions, 
(Vic.ept produced in life colony it- 
self from wliicii they were imported. 
Tills cifisrd (1»! ijitf'i-coursc bclWCCll 
the United States and the West 
•fndies, aiM> shut tlic produce of the 
British Wc>t Indies from the 
American nvarket. 

• 'Hie operation of these retalia- 
tory nieasun?s upon the British 
islands was severely fell, bdlli b) 
the' inhabitants of the colonics, 
and hy tiie British capitalist, 
who.se property wu.s invested in 
planlutioiis, br in^the West India 
trade. 'I'lic vast amount of Urilisli 
capital invested there, estimated at 
70,000,QIH) ^sterling, rocdtninended 
the conditiim to winch tlic islands 
were reduced by our navigation 
system, tq the attention of the mi- 
nistry, and aftej permitting them, 
to endure its etVe(*l.s for two ye ars^ 
an act was introduced into parlia- 
nicnl for their relief. 

By this ar^, passed ,Tubc 
18W, certain enumerated nriieles 
were authori/cd to be imported 
'into certain colonial i|)orts, in vos- 
sels of the country where those 
articles were produced, and the 
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exportation of colonial produce and 
British manufactures was also per- ^ 
mitted in foreign vessels, bonds 
being given, that fjch cargoes 
be landed in the country to which 
such vessel belonged. 

On bread stiitfs, live stock, and 
lumber, articles of tlje first necessi- 
ty to the West Indies, when im- 
ported from any foreign country, 
an average duty of ten per cent# 
was imposed, for tlie purpose of 
encouraging their importation from 
the Britisli provinces in Nortli 
America. To British vfescls, the ‘ 
same privileges were given as to 
foreign, and they were permitted, 
in addition, to trade from tlie islands* 
with any of the British possessions 
in America or Europe. 

This provision was intended*, to 
give them the advantages to he dc- 
rived from the circuitous voyage. 

After thus pre^crii)iAg the terms 
of intercourse, the act went on to 
authorize the king, by order in 
council, t^ prohibit this^rad#: to the 
vessels oTr all countries, where the 
prmkqes srantfAl by that act to fo- 
reign shipping, w’cn: ifot allowed to 
.British vessels tri\(ling with those 
countries. 

^rhis threat of pndiibition, 
made it necessary for the Airicri- 

f 

can government to consider aticui- 
lively the provisions of tiie British 
act ; so that while on one hand 
it granted t<» British vessels tra-*' 
ding with the colonies, privile- 
sres similar to those allowed to its* 


own vessels, <111 the other, iliiii^t 
not depart from that systom ro- 
ciprocity, to which it had adhered 
from .its first organization. 

According to the navigation laws 
of*thc two pountrics, after the pfcs- 
sage of the tbovc mentioned act, the 
intercourse between the United 
States and the British colonies stood 
iipon the following basis, viz : 

American vessels lijight trade 
with certain enumerated ports in 
the West Indies, and were allowed 
to import directly from the rnited 
Stales, certain articles, produced 
there of indispcnsahic necessity to 
ihc British inlands, rjion these 
cargoes, however, duties averaging 
ten per ciuit. wi.n,* laid by act of 
parliament, to which sitnilur car- 
goes, 1‘roni the North Americuii co. 
lonies, were, not liahie ; and heavy 
discriiniiiutiiig duties were* impo- 
sed, in addition, by various colonial 
legislatures, so as to give a decideii 
advanti^ge to British vessels, and to 
encourage the exportation of the 
producii of the I'nited States, 
through Canada, Nova iScotia, and 
iBcrmudu. Besides this advantage 
to the shipping of (irciit Britain, 
there was a still greater, given liv 
the rf.'gulalions (’oncerning the re- 
turn cargoes. American vc'sStds, 
upon giving bonds to land therv 
cargoes ill thi; United States, were 
allowed to load with colonial pro- 
duce Of British mumifucturAs, pay. 
*iiig an ad valorem export (kjty of 
4 or 5 per cent. Britisli vessels. 
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111 lllUition to this, might take the 
katne cargoes to any other pOsscs. 
sions o^Grpat Britain, in America 
or Europe. • * 

It was clear, that by this change 
ai its policy, the Briti^ govern- 

* incnt aimech at three objects — to 
encourage the exportation of the 

West India supplies from |ier nor-* 
them colonies, whether produced 
there or obTained from the United 
States ; jto sustain her shipping in 
•the direct trade between the United 
States and Europe, by securing to 
them, exclusively, the advantages 
of the combination of voyages ; 
and to engross the colonial trade, 

• by burdening American vessels 
with discnminatiiig duties, imposed 
by the local legislatures. 

The government of tlic United 
States jierceivcd this, an(^add^ess. 
ed itself to provide counteractive 
measures to protect its shipping, 
and to preserve the reciprocity in 
trade, which formed so sinking a 
^ feature in its commercial policy. 

The proclamation issued by Mr. 
Monroe, May (Itli, 182'2, 0|)eniug 
the ports of the United States to 
British vessels from (he colonics, 
prohibited the importation fronfihe 
Wg^Iiidics of any articles other 
than the produce or manufactures 
of the West Indies ; and a similar 
rcst^iption was extended to the im- 
portatipns from the North AmerU. 
can colonics. The discriminating 
, duty^ one dollar per ton, cdliti- 
nned to be levied on British vessels! 


from the colonies, according to the 
existing revenue laws. 

These provisions, however, did 
not render thC^terins of intercourse 
exactly reciprocal. To effect tliat, 
the government of the United 
States should have permitted Bri- 
tisb vessels to* enter only certain 
specified ports ; to bring only cer- 
tain enumerated articles, exclirJing 
some ofthc chief staple productions 
of the islands* and on the enume- 
rated articles, a duty of ten per 
oent. should have been laid, in ad- 
dition to the ordinary duty on the 
same articles imported from ciher 
places. The return cargo should 
have been burthened by some 
state law, with an export d^ty of- 
four or five per cent, ;* and the 
British vessel should have been 
required to land the cargo at (Im- 
port for whijh she should clear out. 
Tliis would have placed the navi- 
gation laws of the respective coun- 
tries, regulating the colq^iial trade, 
on a bjjsis flf reciprocity. • But such 
provisions would have been incon- 
sistent with the American oommer- 
cial sysldhi ; and were, moreover, 
beyond the pcjavcrs wested inthtf 
executive of the United SttM. 
Congress, accordingly, took the 
suhjeet into its consideration ; and 
after much deliberation, pkssed the 
act of March 1st, 1823, limiung 
the permission to British vessels, 
*to dear out for *the colonies, 
to such as should have come 
directly Yrom some of the enu- 
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inerafcd porls. Tiiis law «on- 
iiiicd the British shipping to tlio 
direct trade, as that of the I'nited 
States had been by ‘'he llriiish na- 
vigation acts ; and it ollered to dis- 
card all discriiniiiating duties, it' 
Great Britain would place the pro- 
dluctions ul' the riijted States upon 
the same loofiiiir as similar pro- 
ductions from clxvirhcn'. 

^ The intefrourse was thus made 
as nearly leciprocahas tlic nature 
of the case would allow. 'I'he 
vessels of both parties were con- 
fined to the direct trai^o, and to ‘ 
meet the average import duty of 
ten per cent, in fiivour of the pro- 
ductions of British Nortii Ameri-* 
ra, and the export duty of four or 
five per. cent., a diserimiiiatiug 
tonnage duty of ninety-four cents 
on British vessels was retained. 

The British minister at Wash- 
ington iniinediat/.’ly complained of 
these measures, to preserve A me- 
rican shipping from the operation 
of the navigation and q.oloiMal s\s. 
tern of fiis government ; and ho 
was distinctly assured, tliat the 
Gnited States wm-c" rifadj , as they 
^always iiad been, to adjust tlie in- 
tercourse with the West Indies 
upon terms of reciprocity, hut tliat 
they should coiuiuue to meet re- 
stricfion.hy restiiclioy. 

An order hy the king in council 
w’us then issued, July, 18213, impo- 
'•ing a tonrin^. duty of lx. *^1, on* 
\merican vessels trading with the 
colonies, for tlic purpose, of coun- * 


tervailing thel^mcrican discrp^.inu- 
ting tonnage duty. ^ 

This left the British import and 
export duties without any counter- 
vailing measure on the part of the 
Ignited S*-.iles; but as our exports 
were ahsobitely necessary to the 
existence of the West India colo- 
nies, all tiiese impositions were 
iitially tmriie by tiieir iiihahitants i 
and Great Britain hccanie con- 
\inccd, that all the expenses of 
thisconnnen iul warfare were paid 
by her own subjects. •'J'his, in con- 
nexion with the fatrt, that notwith- 
standing the burdens imposed u|)on 
that trade, the greatest portion of 
it was carried on in American ship- 
ping, dotcrniincd the British go- 
vermnent to adopt a nf?w policy 
respecting it. This determination 
was tjvii>ced by the act of parlia- 
ment of July 5ih, 

Previous, liowcver, to tlic pas- 
.sage of (hat act, a negotiation had 
been opened at London, bc^tween 
the two governments, for tlie pur- 
pose of settling this long dispute, 
ill a ruanner satisfactory to botli 
parties. 

Jin this negotiation, their rcspcc- 
tiv^ views were fully developed. 
The L'nited Stales were wilhiig, to 
remove all discriminating duties, 
upon the vessels of both parties 
trading between the llnitcd States 
and 'the colonies, upon condi- 
lion that no duties should bo levied 
lipoii the importations iiito tho/:olo- 
nics from the llnitcd States, which 
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WevlS^Ot levied upoif the same ar. The government of the l^niied 
tielcsTrom other .places, including ^Stales had always been willing to 
the possessions* of Great Britain ; consider the possc^ssions of Great 
and reciprocally, that no. higher Britain in AiAcrica and Europe^ 
duties should he imposed, upon the as one empire, and to ajiree to a 
importations from the Bi4tish cold- convention, plarin*: the intercourse 
• iiies into the United Spates, than between them and t!ie I'nited States 
^ upon similar articles from other on^a strictly rotiprocal basis, i. e! 
Waces. In all other respects, thc^ all articles, the iriiportation oi 
/havigation acts of both parties wore which were not prohibited by the 
to temain m before. The British ^bvemio laws of tlie respcciivc 
eominissjoiiers (Messrs. Uiiskisson coimtrie'.-, sln.ald he admitted into 
I .and Stratford Canning;) were wil- all the ports of each ol the parties. 

*■ ling to accerto to the abolition of ijpoo the .•'amelemi.'^ on which tliev 
the discriirilnating duties ; hut they "were admtrtc.-il into any port. Tlii.s 
decidedly objected to that part of did not. Ih^wexer, .suit the vie^vs of 
the proposition, wliich hound thenr the British «*ahinet. 'I'lie bread 
to lay no discriminating duty in 'siiills, fnr instance, which were iic- 
favour of imjairtatious from their ces.>ary t<> the \\ e.st lndii'.«, could. 
North .Vincrican colonies. not be adniiiied into hen- Eiifopcaii 

That, is, they were willing to ports witliout an alteration of her 
agree to a convention, ^vhi4!h should corn laws, 
place tile intercourse upon the foot- It tlieivforc ileinaiulcd. that for 
iiig establi.slicd by llieir own law some purpo.se.<, t]|.! cadonies should 
of June 21th, 182'J. They defend- he considered as inl(?gral parts of 
cd their objection to the other pan the empire : while dir others thc\' 

^ ol the proposition, on, the ground should* he* reganied distinct 
that the trade between their diller- and separate. >Vlien ilic govern- 
ent colonies was part of tlv'cous^^ meiit ol’the United Slates request- 
ing trade, and that it wa.s unpreco- ed tluil llirh*' fessels should trade 
dented, to require a foreign govofii- w ith the rolonjes up^ui the, saimi 
ment to relinqui.sh the powc( of terms a.s with Great Britain, the rc- 
proUy’ding its own shipping. In quest was met with the assertion, 
making thi.s uhjection, the British that t|jcy "cre distinct possessions: 
'Commissioners entirely overlooked ayd, according to unifonn usage, 
iho dact, that their own govern- ought not to he comprehended^ in 
incut had invariably assertcA, tliat^ any convention regulating the coni- 
the colonics were, for all commer- • incroe. Hetween the #wo counirics ; 

. cialqjtirposGs, distinct and separate hut when the United States vcqiiirt 
countries. • • that, the prednrtions of th*'se di-‘ 
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tinct and separate possessions, 
should not be encouraged at thc^ 
expense of the productions of their 
own soil, they are told ; that the 
trade between them is a coasting 
trade, between ditrereiit parts of 
the same empire, and must not be 
burdened witii so heavy duties as 
arc laid upon the foreign trade. 

By thus var\ ing tlie character of 
the colonics, to suit the purpuseJ 
of the argument, the British go. 
vernmciit hoped to succeed in rs. 
tablishing, witiiout discriminating 
duties, an intercourse U'twccii aft 
the ports of the United States, smd 
certain enumerated colonial ports, 
for the purpose of sujiplying the* 
'West India islands, with such ar. 
‘tides ‘:is must be brought from the 
United States. The import duty, 
then existing in favour of similar 
importations from the North Ame. 
rican colonies, w^uld operate as a 
bounty upon the indirect route, and 
would pay the expense of the trans. 
portation (Irom the Unjted .Slates, 
and of fife reshipment from 'Cana, 
da and Nova Scotia, 'i'his would 
secure to British vussds ^n advan. 
tage, which might enable them to 
monopolize that trade, and thus 
pfetfent the growth of a marine, 
which already excited the uneasi. 
ness of )he sdf.style^ mistress of 
the ocean. 

The government of the United 
States, which (hen was notcipbar- 
rassed by any domestic opposition, 
refused to accede to these, views of 


Great Britain, and after 
vouripg to fix upon some nnothod, 
by which the trade .with the British 
colopie^ might be made exactly re. 
ciprocal, the negotiation was sus- 
pended in.August, 18*24, with an ex*, 
press understanding, tl^at it was to 
be resumed at un^urly period. 

The present administration of 
the federal government found tin 
(question in this state, upon its orga. 
nizution in March, 1825. Mr. Rush, 
who had conducted the negotiation 
on the part of the UniUsl States, was 
recalled, pursuant to Ins own re. 
quest, and Mr. Rufus King, who 
had taken a leading part in the 
course of policy adopted by this 
country in relation to this trade, 
w'as appointed his sucecsoor. 

On his passage to England, Mr. 
King W'a^uttiicked b\ a disease, oc. 
cusioiicd by the voyage, which pre- 
vented him from renewing the no. 
gotiution, and on the 27ih June 
and 5tb July, 18*25, within four 
months after the inauguration of 
the present executive, the British 
goveniqient passed several acts for 
tiic regulation of the colonial trnne, 
by^which a new policy was adopt, 
ed, jn relation to its commerce in 
this bcmispherc. 

The commercial policy of Great 
Britain, as developed by her cele** 
brated navigation acts, is too well 
knowh to call for any particular 
» observations. It aimed at main, 
(tuning a great commercial masinc, 
*by a monopoly of the carrying 
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Irau'L between F^ngliind and all 
partsV the world. Ailcr enjoying 
the cfl'^pls of (hesc monopolizing 
acts for mdre than a century^and 
acquiring u disproportionate share 
of tlie tonnage of tliy^ope, sli£ 

^ found other jiutions awakening to 
a just perception of llteir interests, 
\ and that her restrictive policy he- 

^an to provoke retaliation. • It was* 
from ti»e ynited States, that this 
policy met with the lirst serious op- 
^position* Following up the gre.it 
princijiles of. the deelaralion of in- 
dependeiiev, the federal govern- 
ment, upon iisorgani'/atiun, adopt- 
ed a uniform system ofeominerciul 
poliey, hy whi<di, according to the 
confession of Mr. Huskisson, in tiie 
Jiritish parliament, ‘’n heavy blow 
was aimed at the uuvigutiun of 
England." , 

As ^he marines of other coun- 
tries increased in iniportaiiee, the 
statesmen of Fnglund fierceived, 
that her ancient policy rguld not 
|)rcvcnt other governments from 
protecting their own shipping, and 
their navigation systmn was modi- 
f<l?d, with the view of hindering any 
one other nation from engrossing 
loo large a portion of the naviga- 
tion of the world. They souglit to 
clTc^k, hy their own mercantile ro- 
•‘gulations, the growth of any iiiari- 
tiinp power, which might by her 
single strength ciuinngcr the com- 
mercial supremacy of Great Brit, 
laiQi^nd Question tier title tp the 
sovereignty of the seas. . • 


** It is the broad principle/’ said 
Mr. Huskisson, in his speech in the 
fiouse of commons, on the 12th of 
May, “ which the na- 
vigation system of this country was 
founded, and it is obvious, that the 
motives for adopting that system 
were ; first, that such portion of the 
cafn iiig irado’of foreign countries, 
as docs not devolve to British ship- 
|iiiig, sliould be divided as equally 
as possible aiqpngst otiier inaritinic 
states, and not engrossed by any 
one of tlicin in particular : and, sc- 
romlly, tltfit countries entertaining 
relations ,of commerce with this 
Country, and not possessing ship- 
•pins of their own, sliould export 
their produce to England in Bri- 
ti^h shij)s only, instead of ejuiploy-' 
ing the vepisels of any third power.” 

'J'he rapid and progressive in- 
crease of the shipping of the Uni- 
ted iStates, foil Id not hut excite the 
jealous alarm of a government, ac- 
tuated by such principles. The 
total amount of their Voniiage of 
everv^descriplion, at the*organiza- 
lion of the federal governmem, was 
201,r»(l2 iiTn^i\ , At the close of the 
lute war with Great Britain, it 
amounted to f,JlG8,Pi7 tons ; an3 
since that period there hud bt^fcn 
a*n .imiual increase, until it amount- 
ed, in 1H20, to l,r>34,lJ)0 tons. 
A'hile the shipping interest of this 
country exhibited such undeniable 
proofs ^f its strcng|h*and prospo- 
rity, that of Great Britain was on 
tho decline. The tonnage of the 
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vessels registered in her American ' 
and European possessions, amount, 
cd in 1 815, to !;2,()81,‘276 tons. The 
next year it increased to 2,783,943 
tons, and from that period tlicrc iias 
been a gradual, though small an. 
nual diminution, until the year 
]8‘25, when it amounted only to 
2,559,587 tons. 

In this progressive diminution of 
the inequality subsisting betwee*. 
the marine of the ;f\vo eountries, 
may be found the explanation of 
the liostile commercial policy, 
which has always been Auanifested 
by Great Dritain towards the Uni. 
ted States, and especially of the de. 
parture from her navigation sys. 
tern by the acts of 1825. 

* ThCtf Uritish government found 
that our tonnage was fa.st ad vane, 
ing to an equality with her own ; 
that in the violation of one of her 
fundamental principles., “it w'.*is 
engrossing loo large a portion of 
the navigation of the world,” and 
it bccaint^ necessary to interpo.se 
some obstacles to its too rapid in. 
crease, although at her own ex. 
pense. , • ' ^ 

The changes w'liieb had taken 
place in the ebndition of the Anieri. 
caircontinent, afforded an opportu. 
nity to try a new experiment for thi; 
supply of the West India islands, 
which, if successful, would secure 
to British vessels the monopoly of 
the colonial tr^dc, undi.st.urj>cd hy 
the competition of the United Stnte.s. 

liv the emancipation , of the 


I 

South American powers frjrii u 
state of colonial vassalage, new 
and extensive field was .thrown 
opep to the enterprise and com. 
mercc of civilized nations. 

• The gcivernment of the United 
Statics, unrestrained by any consi. 
derations of respect for these co. 
lonial rcluti.'ui.s, which so strongly 
address? themselves to European 
prejudices and interc^ls, ha.sten. 
ed to recognise their indepen- 
dence, ns soon as they liad ma- 
nifested their capability of main- 
(uining it ; and entered* into rcla- 
tions of commerce with them, upon 
principles of reciprocity. This cir- 
cumstance determined the British 
cabinet, in it.s commercial views 
upon this hemisphere. AVter some 
inetfectual efforts to induce Hpain 
to acknowledge the indcpeii- 
deuce of her former colonies, she 
followed the example of the United 
States, and entered into commer. 
cial rclatijMis with them in the 
spring of 1825. 

The principle which she advan- 
ced in the diplomatic correspond, 
ciice, relative to the recognitimi 
by Spain of their indiqiciidencc, i.s 
liigldy cliaraeteristic of her syste- 
matic policy. Tlie British cabinet 
had no objection to an agreement 
securing for n linijtcd time, a prc. 
fcrcnce to the navigritioti of Spain, 
in the ports of flic new rrpubliCH ; 
.and when the existing .stale of Spa- 
nish fCapilal and navigation i.si ta- 
uten into view, it is not ca.*>y to re- 
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Mst. <^e conclusion, the British 
f^ovcniincnl was fully coiivincecl 
that a ^rcfercocc by treaty to a 
trade from* the ports of^ Syaiii, 
would be a stipulation in favour of 
Englisli subjects. At al^events, it 
, would liave^ been disadt'ant:i(rcous 
to the navigation of the L'liiled 
States, and would have promoted 
the success of the other putt of the* 
British systpni, In jircveiiting any 
transatlantic rival from engrossini^ 

, too great a siuire of tjic Afiierican 
trade. 

Her eflorts to bring Spain into 
these views, proved unsuccessful ; 
and her statesmen were C(uise. 
(juently compelled to udu}it diller- 
cut measures. 'rhes(,‘ new inca- 
sures w<.^n jironiulgated in the acts 
ofiJ7lh of .luiie, and tlu; .'iihof.Iulv, 
18-25. 

. By* these laws, the ports of 
Kingston, Bridgetown, llalifaY, 
Quebec and St. .lohii’s, were made 
free warehouse ports ; and reguhi- 
tions wert^ ado[>t(al for the re- 
packing of the goods import- 
ed, with the view of making these 
• • 

jtbrts places of depot for the 
supply of the South American mar- 
ket with British mannfactnres, as 
well as for the suppl) of llm West 
lifdics with the |U'oduco of the Tni- 
• ’ted States. 

The Ibllowing alterations were 
then made in the navigation und co- 
lonial system of Creat Britain. Afl^ 
artyAos frbm all pahs of the >s:orW, 
(except Asia, beyond tho Cape .of 


-Ciood Mope) except salt provisions, 
munitions of war, books, whale 
oil, productions of the East and 
West Indies, .^vere admitted into 
certain enumerated colonial ports, 
in vessels of the country where 
such art ides were produced ; and 
the exportation of the produce of 
thb colonies \t iis peimiltcd in fo- 
reign vessels, direct to any country 
ki Ihiropc, Africa, or<in the Meili- 
tcrrancai), to» which the said ves- 
sel helonged. Periiiissiou was also 
given for the inland importation of 

• all prodiic« into Canada, and Nova 
Scot ill, and New Brunswick, which 
might he law fully imported by^ca. 

• 'fhis participation in the colonial 
trade w as, how ever, declared to be 
granted only on these coiiknions.* 
\iz. : to the vessels of such powers 
having colonies, as shall grant like 
privileges to British vessels trading 

w ith fln.'ir cwhmies ; and to the ves- 

t . 

sels ol’ powers having no colonics, 
only upon conditioti that the ves- 
sels of Circat Britain and her colo- 
iiics, lie placed in their ports upon 
the footing of the most lavoiirt d na- 
tioii. , * • ■ • 

'i'his uneipial and invidious dis. 
tinetion iu favour of the colonial 
powers, was obviously aimed at 
tlie navigation of the United States, 
and Vas adroitly adapkni to the 
existing state of the commercial 
dispute between them and (freat 
Brilaii^ The colonial powers of 
Europe had no means of carrying 
on a trade with the British West 
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Indies ; they could not supply' 
them with live stock, luiubcr, nof 
bread stutFs; nor would the low 
prices of their pr<^luce justify a 
trade merely for the sake of the 
return cargo. 

The new American states had nei* 
ther colonics nor shipping, and the 
condition upon whicli they were 
admitted to a pariicipation in a 
trade, that From the state of their 
marine, must be chicHs carried on 
in British vessels, was the exten. 
sion to those vessels in their ports 
of the privileges of the most fa. - 
voured nation. 

Ihc provisions of the act were 
inoperative upon European and* 
upon American powers, with the 
‘cxce|Mon of the I'nitcd States. To 
this country, however, they had a 
direct reference, and seemed to 
iiavc been framed (or the express 
purpose of termipating the contest 
for the colonial trade in favour of 
England, and to carry into eficct 
by her owfi legislation, ^hc 4)rinci. 
pics of h^r navigation systerti. If 
the government of the I'nited 
States had arcordcd<o hcr^shipping 
from the colonics, the privileges of 
tlie most favoured nation in all their 
pofTs, it would have been conce- 
ding to Great Britain the whole 
question, , BO long thq subject of 
controversy between them. 

The advantages of the circuitous 
route, would ht|^e been exclusively 
enjoyed by British vessels. The 
indirect supply of the .islands, 


through ('anuda and New Pfuns' 
wick, would have been encouraged, 
by discriminating duties, in favour 
of produce exported from those 
provinces ; and the greater share 
of the transportation of colonial 
supplies secured to British ship- 
ping. Besides, the distinction made 
between colonial powers- and those 
without colonics ; or, in other 
words, between European and 
American nations, was degrading 
to the ciuir.'icter, and detracting 
from the ecpiality and independence 
of all the stales in this Ifemisphere. 
To the conditions of tliose new na- 
vigation acts, the I'nited States 
could not accede, without giving 
up the commercial policy dclibc- 
rutely adopted, and never departed 
from since the organization of their 
govcruTiicnt.* It was accordingly 
detemiincd to resume the negotia 
tion suspended in 1821 , with tlie 
view of arranging the terms t»f this 
intercourse, by an agreement mu. 
tuaiiy satisfactory, instead (d* suf- 
fering it to depend upon retiiliaUjry 
:yid hostile legislation, which ex- 
perience had pnfvod to !)e too apt 
to 9ngcnder an unfriendly feeling, 
and;in encroaching disposition. 

With this view, the senate of the 
Enit(‘d Stales, in the first session 
ofliic nineteenth congress, declared 
it to be inexpedient to legislate* on 
this Himjcct. 

• This course was also rendered 
nbccBsary, by the dilliculty of pro- 
perly understanding the meaning 



4 i)LON lAL C;ONTUOVEU;i\ . 


ol' the Brilisli acts, tj^d the impos- ^ 
tiihi]\v ui‘ohtainin|r any satisihctui^ 
cxplaiiiitiun lruiU«Lhe puhlic oHicvrs 
ol’ thar p(»*ver'iii this part of the 
world, as to tiie precise c^tetit of 
prnih‘;rcs, to wiiicli the shipping 
of the United Stulo.'%*\V(mld he 
* ciilitled, of e\eii whedier the 
provisions of tiie act ol Jtdy nth, 
1825, \v'(?ie to he applied to Uka 
vessels of the United States. 

*\Vhile the jiovernor <>f \ova 
Scotia at iirst, construed it to cx- 
^ * tend to the intercour?5^ with the Uni- 
ted States^ and declared the ports 
of that |»rovjnce to he shut ajjainf?! 
American vessels ; tlu; British 
minister at NVashiiigtoti d* dared, 
that he was ujiudviscd of any 
such inyL'iition on the part of his 
^otvcriiiueot ; and iho urder tif 
the goNernor of No\a Scotia 
was •e\oked. • 

Mr. Canning const riu’d the act 
to open to foreign vess<*ls, whether 
American or European, iln^ trade 
between tiic iSritish colouies and 

• Kuiopeaii caamtries, other than tlie 
dominions of (ireat Britain. Lt)j«l 
^low'ell, sitting in ilie liig^i eonrbof 
admiralty, decides directly the re- 
verse, and tiedares the trativ, to 
be confined to the vessels heluiiging 
U’ the country for whiili they 
shall dear out. The opinion of Mr. 
Canning was foimdcil upon an 
awbiguous expression, in the pre- 
amble to tliu Ith section of the 
act^if July filh; by which foreig& 

• dnpping were permitted fb ex- 


port goods to all loreign coun- 
tries; that of Lord Stowcll on 
•the express provisions of the act 
of 2'/th June, to which that pream- 
ble alludes, a^fd eoufining that per- 
mission to a direct trade to the 
country, to which the vessel be- 
longs. In tlic midst of this obscu- 
ri]y, and with tjiese ambiguities be- 
fore? fiiem, the governruent of the 
United States addressed itself to 
the British government, lor a cor- 
reel mulerjsiifndiiig of its meaning, 
and with the view of settling the 
.dispuir*, by an agreement upon 
terms of enualily and reeiprodty. 

Begar*ding lliese now' iiavi^'ilioii 
acts, as a departure frmn the rigour 
of the eoit-nial system; altliougli 
(hey adliiTi.d to the spirit of mari- 
time m(»no)vo)y. it Idt desirous of 
manifesting its dis|)r)sition in favour 
of lice trade, and otfered to place 
the intercourse with the colonies 
ii|)un the following basis: \i/. to 
aboliNh all discriminaliug duties on 
both sides — to waive the demand 
that the •proiluec of ^hn United 
Slates >houl(l he admitted into the 
islamh, ppon the same terms as 
the pri*riuce of the North American 
colouies, exc‘wptiiig,^lK)wever, frQiii 
(his stipulation, our produce dc- 
sceuding the 8t. Lawrence and 
»Soirell : and finally, to insist on par- 
•tieipating hi all trade, between the 
British colonics and such foreign 
countries .as British vessels are 
pctniAled to tradtf with. To pre- 
vent anv objection to this proposi- 

n 
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tion. on tlu; score tluit it was not 
reciprocal, an oft’er was made to 
abolisli all restrictions, and to per- 
mit the vessels of ljutli parties to 
participate, u[)on equal lenns, in all 
intercourse between their respcc- 
tive dominions and niber countries, 
which was not prohibited by their 
laws. 

These propositions so far acce- 
ded to the proposal of( I real (Iritain. 
in- ltS'^1, to the administration of 

ij 

Mr. Moiiroo, as to leave but little 

doubt oil the part of the American 

government, of an amicable ad.‘ 
justment of the whole cemtroversy. 
"VVhiJe they agreed to the jn’otec- 
tion, by diserimiimting duties of 
the bona fide productions of the 
NortU, American colonies; they 
guarded the shipping interest of 
the riiited 8tnfes by sfipidatitiLS 
that tiiis pro\ision should not be 
exteiidfid, so as to oeinpndicnd 
the productions of ihe I’nited 
States ex[jorled through Canada. 
The argument of flie British go- 
vernment v/as finis fully* iin ^ and 
l)y refusing to agree to this liniita- 
lion, it would show, thaj under the 
pretence ofproteclingdoinestir pro- 
flActions, it soifjjht toTnrmirage tin: 
transportation of the produce*, of the 
United States to the West Indies 
by the indirect route. 

These instructions w'ore given to 
Mr. liullatin, .lone IBtli, iN'iB. fn 
the mean tiim.*, howevdr, the Kn- 
glish shipping interest hud become 
clamorous, on account of the com- 


petition of fojcign shipping, 
tiic new navigation acts ; ar.d tlie 
ministry wore uidiged to recede 
from the principles ol‘ these acts, 
so far as th(‘y a|>plied to the United 
fcjtaios, tl^e country from whose 
eommcrciti'i competition they had 
siitlcrcd the most. 

'I’ln* deep alarm which was 
nianifesM-d hs tlu: British goverii- 
ineiit, at the entire faihip: of all its 
efforts, to counteract Ihe elfects of 
the n'ciprocal system of the United 
Slates upon Ibis favouriie iiiti^rost, 

is well depicted in the speeches of 
Mr. lluskissoii in the house of com- 
mons, just before the issuing of the 
order in eouncil, closing the colo- 
nial ports against American ship- 
ping. All their measures Iiud prov- 
ed iiieliectual. American vi‘ssel'< 
had hi:en excluded from the coin, 
fiiat trafie. 'J'liis prudiired on oiii 
[uirf, the fliscriininatiug tonnage 
duty, ami finally our own ports 
were shut against British vessels 
Cf oiling from the colonies. 1’he 
nonhern eoldnies were then tlirown 
open, in order to .secure the great- 
er share ol“ the transportutior., 
by the. imlirect route. 'J'his caus- 
ed a prohiiiitiori of the iniporta- 
tion *of any British colonial pro- 
duce, except ilirecily iinpuflcd 
from the place of its growtli. 
The colonial port.s were then 
fipened, to .American ve.ssels, nut 
they were confined to the direct 
trade.^ Our ports were opcnc I, to 
British vessels from the colonies, 
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•ind they also were i^nfined to the , 
dire}; trade. The duty in favour 
of produce imputted from the nor- 
them colonies, was met by a con- 
tinuance of the discriiiiinafing ton- 
nage duty. ^ 

In all these diflbrent sluges of 
the contest ,*tJie skill and economy 
of the American navigator had pro- 
vailed, and tin? Jlrili.Nli gov^-rnnienlr 
were reluctantly compelled to eoji- 
Je5s their su|ieriei'it\ , and to adopt 
other measures to secure the pre- 
doiniiiuney of its iiiiiiTiie. 

This delerniiiKili<in was evinctMl ^ 
by the order in conned, of the‘^Tth 
July, IH'Jt), pidjlished iuuuediately 
uj'on the arrival of .Mr. (Jallatin, ^ 
and before he had pre.soiuod Ids 
credent i<i Is, closing the colonial 
ports against vessels ol'the Cnited 
Stales, unless the conditions of the 
act (»♦' July 5lli, 18’J5, were coni- 
piic< 

'riie llriti.^h cabinet well knew , 
that tlu; government of the United 
State.s bad requested information 
concerning llie e.\teut»of ihut act, 
and whether il was applicable to 
tiioir trade w ith the coloifies. <11 
knew that the \erv expression of 
“ the footing of the most favoured 
nation, was anibigiious ; inasAiiieh 
ae ti iiiiglit inenti, tlie best footing 
upon wbicli those nations were 
placed, that paid no equivalent ; or 
tiir' footing lor which an equivalent 
was -paid, paying the like equiva- 
lent^ There were otlier difliciilties. 
in the way of complying wiTli the 


conditions of the act of parliament, 
which could he removed only by a 
•free and mutual interchange of 
opinions ; and Mr. Canning, the 
secretary ot' ^foreign afluirs, had 
been informed by a despatcli from 
Mr. \ aughan, dated tlie ‘^Jd of 
March, of that year, that the go- 
vernment of tjie l.'nited States w'eiV 
about to furnisli instructions to 
llieir minister at l.ondoii, to recoin- 
meiicc the negotiation on that .sub- 
ject. 

l.'nder ihe.'fc cijcuin&taiiccs, llio 
^>ercnq»toiA manner in which this 
onler was is.siied, etiiiced a i]e.«ii‘e 
on tlie part of the Urilish 
nieni, to litrcslall any m'gotiatioii : 
and to exclude the United Stales' 
from a Iraili?, to w liich it wasj^illing 
to.admil the \cssels of* other na- 
tions, raliier than to arrange the 
matter upon fair and equal terms. 
Jleside.s, was well known that, 

congress, w hichf. as not then in ses- 
sion, and would not meet until after 
the time, when tiie colonial ports 
were^(lccfjir(;d to be hhql, had the 
.'sole con.stituiiouul power to accede 
to the couditioiis of the act of par- 
liament.* * 

1» was therefore. requiring tin? 
government of tlie United Slates, to 
comply with what wa.s virtually im- 
possible : and the order could nor. 
he regardt^d, otherwise* than as 
evincing the dolerminationof(>rcnt 
Rritain, to* revert U\ her ancient, 
system of monoii^K and exclu 
sion. 



00 


A.’^MAL l{f3lil.STER, 


This order produced a corres- 
pondence between the two govern- 
ments, which will be found among 
the public documoiiV in tliis vo- 
lume. In these letters llie iiainro 
of the Colonial trade is fully »lls- 
cussed, and the different views of 
the respective parties concerning it 
clearly developeil. 

Great Britain as-orts, that to 
allow foreign* vessels to parti<-ipute 
in’ the colnni.d trad*; upon any 
terms, is a //»>;;. 

That tliat trade is peculiar to it- 
self, and that it should be-*'egnlatfMl 
solely by the laws of the [»arly 
owning the colonies ; and that a 
counteractive measure, prohihiting 
her vessels from rh;ariiei (uit, from 
the p?‘tsof the rnilcd isiates for 
British ports in any part of the 
world, is an injury, and a deviatiim 
from the spirit of tlio convention of 
ISlf). 

The United Stales admit tin- 
right of GrcJit Britain f<j make re- 
gulations, rpening, either in whole 
or in part,* the colonial trade'; but 
contend, that it is a right, wliirh 
applies equally to thcilUnlc with 
her possessions in JCurope ; and 
tlfat it is their right to determine, 
whether the lernis jiroposed for 
tho regulation of their intercourse 

with her colonies, as well as wiih 

• • 

her European possessions, arc ad- 
vantageous f<»r tliem t«» accept. 
The ordinary *pr[neiples npon.whiefi 
an exclusion from the colonial 
trade is justified, are not applica- 


ble to an Anlbrican state, 'piey 
apply solely to European nations, 
'riicir object was, .to appropriate 
the conirntTco ami resources of 
thi.s continent to tlicir own use ; 
and ilie e.\*'hjsion from tlie Aiiicri- 
caii possessions t)f other powers, 
was amply repaid, by llieir niulis- 
turbed inono|)o!y of the trade with 
"their (in'll colonics. To the Ame- 
rican stales no such equivalent had 
been otfered : and conscujuently, 
the colonial svsiem to them siood 
only on the ground of an unjust, 
though aneiimt monopoly. They 
had fioriv(‘d no benefit from it, and 
owed it no respect. Besides, even 
the principb.-s of this system, par- 
tial as the\ wen;, went tio farther, 
thantoe\cluil«! loreign nutbnsfrom 
participating in the trade, between 
tlie parent country and her colo- 
nies. They did not justify the mo- 
mqioly of the commerce, bfjtwecn 
llic colonies and other countries. 
'I'hc colonial powers of Eu- 
rop«; possessed the materials, of 
a innluully ' advantageous coin- 
tnerco with ilie Amtriean settle- 
ments, in nearly an equal degree ; 
and they ail ad'orded a tolerably 
good market for tin; productions of 
the. colonics. 1'lie colonial system 
went no farther, than to confine the 
trade of each country to its own 
erdonics. It did not aim, at mono, 
poliziiig the trade, between its coYo- 
ple.s and other count rie.s. When, 
thereliire, it was iippli(;d In tin. in- 
tercourse between the United State? 
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and the West Indies, lit €*i.ssumGd a 
90W and more oflensive sliapc. It 
sought ^0 cngrgss a trade between 
these parties, for the bene^fit of a 
third party, on the other side of the 
Atlantic. The inuterial^ of that 
^ commerce consisted ifi exports, 
which Great Britain w'oidd not hny 
from her colonies, and in imports 
which she could not supply.* To in-* 
l^ist then, upon monopoli/irig that 
trade in her own shipping, hy her 
,own navigation acts, was a preten- 
sion, revolting to every principle 
of justice, And ntfensivc to our iia< , 
tional character. It was renewing 
her claims to enforce her old navi- 
gation and colonial system, against 
the United States. It was revert- 
ing, to tlftit system of monopoly of 
the trade and resoiiroes of this con- 
tinent, from which the declaration 
,ol’ inJcpcndoncc was tin? lirst de- 
parture, and wliich had been uni- 
formly resisted hy the policy of the 
United States. 

The time chosen for the renewal 
of these otlcnsive claiui*^, was pe- 
culiarly inapt anil ill chosen. 

• Ollier nations were coinpclle^, 
to relax the rigour of their colonial 
laws. The greater portion of the 
countries on this continent, ha 3 hc- 
efune independent states. The 
• western hemisphere was exalted 
to an equality with the eastern con- 
tiifent, and Great Itritain* alone 
pretended to enforce the antiipid-^ 
tcci principles, and oUrnsivq.prv. 
tensions of the colonial svstem. . v* 


• AAer a short discussion, Mr. 
Canning closed the correspondence 
5 y a letter, in which he observed, 
that he would^^iot allow himself to 
he again drawn into a discussion of 
topics, already more than sufficient- 
ly debated ; and afterwards he was 
said to have boasted in the house of 
commons, that* he had “ hud the 
last word,** Tliis taunting ex- 
|ires.-ion, however, h« disclaimed 
in a letter to^Mr. (jallatin, stating 
that his remark was, ‘‘that it was 
his interest, that the discussion 
:?hould bc^4:lo.sL*d, as he had hud the 
last word.” 

The correspondence, bet weci^the 
governments of the riiited Slates 
and Great Britain on this subject 
w'jis now terminated, and thiWnicr- 
diotion of the colonial* trade to 
American vessels went into cllcct. 
This termination of the dispute, 
gave an o[q>ort unity to the opposi- 
tion to the administration, to assume 
a new ground of attack; and it forth- 
with i^roceeded, to coiidcmn the 
whola course of the government of 
the riiited Stales, in the manage- 
ment of jlri|sli;licate controver.sy. 

It is one of the most dilficult 
tasks which a *govoi^nu‘nt has fo 
perform, to conduct its controver- 
sies with other govenunents in 
such* a maimer, as to preserve its 
own self respect, and while it pro- 
tects the great national interests, 
to sustjiin tlie claims bf its citi/.ens 
engaged in foreign commerce to 
their entire satisfaction. 
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Tlio temporary interests of ccr- 
tain portions of the mercantile com* 
munity, are otlcn brou^rht into col- 
lision with the pernnnent interests 
of the count IT; and any suspension 
of their gains, even fur the general 
benefit, is submitted to with an ill 
grace. They are too apt to believe, 
that their own i^ivernincnt has 
been unreasonable, and ihatgreatm’ 
sacrifices inijjht have been made, 
for the jturposc of preserving u 
trade, which in their estimation 
was vitally important. Tliisdi<(hi- 
sitiun creates among a portion ot 
tiic tradim; community, inuteriuls, 
of viliich the opjiosition in this go- 
vernment has always been prompt 
to avail itself: and the oppo-ition to 
file py^sent adMlini^t ration, eauerly 
.'«ouglit, to Vender tin; dis»*omeiu .011 
account of llie loss of the colonial 
trade, subHorvien! to their political 
designs. , 

Tli({ inten sted leelingsofall eon- 
eerned in tlie colonia! trade, would 
naturally ^’rdist tlieni aLoun^t an 
adminUlriilion, wliicb, t1ie\ inigbl 
bo easily led to believe, bad depriv. 
ed tliem of a luerative. ^ralfie ; ami 
every elfort was made, to throw 
the blame offt.-' lciss*oii the Anieri- 
can government. If was accus- 
ed, of having m.‘olocted to im- 
prove the favourubio momefit of 
terminating the negotiation; atm 
its wish, of arranging the terms 
of the infercourse * with tin; 
islands by a mutual agreement, 

' as imputed to an undue lorn!- 


ness for diph.inacy. In his open- 
ing message, the president brief- 
ly laid hetbre congress the stati; 
of the controversy, together with 
the correspondence between the 
two ffoveriimeuts, and recom- 

-■ 'I 

mended tlu sub ject to its deliberate 
attention. 

On ilie iJ.'Jd of .laiuiary, the com- 
mittee on commerce in the senate, 
to vvhieb this subjeet was referred, 
inatlc aii eluboratii roptivl, jnstily. 

iiig the eourse pursued b\ the 
American govortiment,; but reeotu- 
mending, from cuuciliatory mo 
lives, a re[>eal of the discritniuaiing 
duties, and nl'tbc restriction of liri- 
lisii vessels to the direiM vitvcge. 
'i’hcsc terms, however, were olfer* 
ed. oulv upon condition, tbiit sati.^- 
far. 01 \ [)roof .'.Iniuld be tili'orded to 
the I’residmit, previous to tin- tMisU- 
iiig Octolmr, that Amcncau ves- 
.'{ds were subjc»‘ie(l, in the l»rili>li 
isbu ds, to no bigber duties nor 
ebarges lb;m liiiti*.!! \c><>»ds ; :md 
tbul American \e>sels mipbt c\. 
port from tld; isliiuds. m any ptiri 
of the wi>rld oilier llitiii liie do. 
uYiliiont of (ireat lirittiin, tiny a. . 
licb;s vvbicli J>rili>b ve.'oels miglil 
i;.\porl to tlie same pbice. I uless 
evidence ol’ that sort slmuM be pro- 
dm:ed, tiie porls of the ruitc,l 
Slates were to bi^ closcil, against all 
vessels coming fnj sea from any 
Hritisli. possessions not included in 
die commercial convention.* A 
bill, carrying these principle* into 
tfl’eci; was also reported bv tb* 
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-'iuiift »’onmiiltoo. 'Hic op|jnsilioii 
the adiriiniHlnitiou iinirieciiatel^ 
altiickej tliis arniigniMl 

the eoiidnef of the government as 

. * • . 

imbeeile and defieient in sagacity. 
They cliarged if with hayng aske^l 
unreusonahle tcriiis of Aie iiritish 
government ; and (icn. Smith, of 
Maryland, otfered an anif ndnienl, 
repealing the dis(*riminali*ig ton-* 
nage duty on llrilish vessels, and 
suspending tiie operation of the 
^ acts of congress oi‘ 1 SIS, 1S*J0, and 
cd’ 1N*JU, uniil the .‘Rsl of J)ecem. 
her, lS*i7* liy thi'< amendment, 
the ground contended tor by our 
government, was wlndly relim;uisb. 
ed. 'I’lie conlesl in Indialf of our 
shipping inf<;rest was givmi nj). 
'riie ciraiiitous rmiie was opened to 
Iji'itish ves'^els witbont an (Mpiiva- 
lent ; and the navigatinn >\siem of 
the rtfited Stales, as ('siafdislnHl hy 
the acts ol' ISJS :ind IS'JO, was 
abolished, without asking any terms 
from our commercial rivals. In 
juldilion to tltis departure from the 
uniform jiolicy of fhe govern- 
inent, the |•lopo<ed ameiidinent 
mis liable to another ubjeetion. Tt 
was so drawn as to re\i\e the an 
of 18*^11, a fie r thelJlst of Decem- 
ber ; hut not so as to revive the 
arts of liSlS and J>*s*JO, h\ which 
the restrictive measnri’s of (Jreat 
Britain, respecting tlu‘ colonial 
tnwie, wtrre retaliated. 'riu%e arts 
haviitg in.t.n suspended by the act^ 
of 'would continue, corisw- 

tjiueiitlv, to he suspendcil after fl^ 


• revival of that act, and some new' 
step, on the part of tlic American 
government, would he necessary to 
place; our navh^itiou on a fair foot- 
ing, unless the Ilritish government 
receded from its ground. 

This amendment w as advocated 
hy the senators opposed to the ad^ 
mhii'tiation, A^ho contended that 
the I’nited Slates ought to recede 
^'oni th(' ground it lutd assumed, 
and that a conciliatory offer should 
he made to the British government. 

>Ii{. Smith, of Afd. undertook to 
, give a hi^'ilory of the controversy 
conceriiii^ the colomal trade, and 
condemned tin; go\ermncnt fo»*its 
,<‘ondncl in tin' negotiation. He 
df'fended iJ;e principles assumed 
h\ .Mr. (’aiming, a.s to the di^ict 
clniracttu* of tlic colonial trade, and 
thoiighi tlmtthe udministratiun had 
lost a mosi vahiiibh? Iiranch of com- 
merce hy ii.s (»wn fault. Ho ob- 
jected to the act of lS'2‘d, and said 
it pas.sed without congre.ss being 
aware of the real impyrt of the 
term clsew here.” ll was an act 
of the administration, and the nc* 
goliation was conducted 

Cdiiformahlv to its principles, 
which, in Ins opini(>n.»wcro uiUemf- 
ble. 

lie did not approve of an at- 
tempt to sellle these difliciiltij'S by 
ifegotiat ion,' hilt pri't'erreil inoeting 
the Briti'h acts by legislation. 
This would 'have been done at the 

' • * 9 

last session, bad there been time. 
It wji.s not done, and ilm British 
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govmijnenr, o/Keniled nt onr not 
complying with their terms, closed 
the colonial ports against our com- 
merce. lie also 'objected to the 
bill, that it ielt open all the inland 
trade witii the liriti.sh colonies, 
though he doubled whether any 
law could pre\ent that trade. The 
substitute wliicli ho-oHered to the 
bill he regarded, preeiselv such a 
bill as should have been passed last 
session. It would have saved niiich 
trouble, and relieved the adminis- 
tration Irom the necessity of ne- 
gotiating. VV'e then sto/id on higli 
ground, but now we were reduced 
to oiler to (ireat Britain what she 
oflTered to us last year. 'J'luj sub- 
stitute oilers it in a mild and con- 
cilitftoj-v manner. If she accept it. 
well ; if riot, she will show that she 
means to exclude us from tiic trade 
altogether. 

Mr. »Silsjii:e thought tiic dif- 
fcrencc between the hill and the 
substitute, to consist in the lime 
when the ^)orls of the l'riite<l States 
should bctclo'ied, and tfial the bill 
stated distinctly, that the ports 
should he closed, udiiJy4lie snhsti- 
tule only b ft the Bntisirg4iveni* 
l^icnt to inlet lliut*tiies would be 
closed, and that ulterior measiires 
would be adopted for that purpose. 
This want of explicitness hb re. 
garded as an objection to the sub- 
stitutc. Whenever a fornign coun- 
try has placed an interdiction on 
our trade, by high duties, they 
have been met by countervuiling 


duties. 'Jlicbsiibsti/utc, howcvei. 
tfo fur from proposing such a course, 
throvvs the whole matter open, with 
the view of inducing Ureat Britain 
to remove her restrictions, by the 
indefniite churacler of our act, -and 
the laiiuri) on our part to take any 
retaliatory measures. To him it 
was questionable, whether (jireat 
•Britain, wonid take any notice of 
our act, if some alternative were 
not adopted, 

lie did not fear the loss of the 
trade, even if retaliatory measures 
were adopted, 'riic products of 
the I'nited Stales were necessary 
to the West Indies, and would find 
their way to the market by an indi- 
reel route, if the direct intercourse 
was proidiiited. 'J'lie ports have 
been oecusionally opened to our 
ves.M.*i.s, ever since our independ- 
ciUM*, by the spontaneous iu\ of the 
British government, because our 
productions were necessary, and 
dilliculiies were thrown in the way 
of an indirect supply. This was 
not tiien regarded as a boon, but as 
unaei ofiiecensily ; and the govern- 
lAeiii of the I'liiied iStules, acting 
upon that opinion, had met (treat 
Br6ain upon equal terms, closing 
our ports wlien .^he closed hers, 
and in every insturice doiiiandi'ig 
reciprocit). lie regretted that we 
hud failed in settling this disagree- 
able question by convention, •he* 
cause it seemed to be the only way 
in which an arrungcmcitt coyld be 
^tetisfuclorily made. The whole 
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the pointd could be more easily 
Tollecled into ;i,iocus by ^roatv, 
than b^separafe acts, wliieh mi;;lit 
want explanation, and not*at<i>nce 
coi^vcy the desiriul understundin;'. 
This haviiii^ failed, eo^fbress was 

• called upuu to lejiislate farther 
upon the subji ct. Jle trusted that 
its ctforts ini^ht not prove ninuail* 
inw. Alfliou^rh (Jreat llrirain had 
otideavoiirod to adxanee her iiui- 
thern cpionii's at our expense, and 

• • to impair our coinmweial prospe- 

rity ; he hop^d that In firm and mild 
moasnresjVe .•jiiouM In* aide to r«*- 
fain, i( nut to ad^ain'e our present 
'.'ondition. Thinkinir, that the re. 

, still desinaJ was to tie rc'aeiied In a 
-frank and manly course, and (hat 
onr terms hoih in ease of a removal 
ol lier restrielions. and ol’theiveon- 
tinuanco, tMij^hl to he prtsenied in 
•liny hill, wincli romrn.ss should 
pass upon (he siihjcn.t. lut should 
vote 5i;rainst the ameiulmetit of the 
^^ontleinaii from Maryland. 

^ M«. .loiixsTox, of liotiisiana. 

said that his duty, as ehairman of 
the commilfec, in tlel'endinjjf the hiy, 
mVs rendered more dillieiill, hy the 
extraordinary coiuluet of the sgia- 
tor from .Maryland, 'riiat ge^ille- 
man Inid distinctly stated, a few 
imriutes previous to tlic dehate, that 
• ho approved of the hill, and would 
sustain it in the senate. He felt 
therefore much surpriseil *al his 
motion to strike the interdiel from* 
, tholfill; ainl his astonishmeiitnvas 
not diminished In the studii'd aiK 


premeditated nature of his attack 
•upon ilu3 bill and the report. 

He had placed his amendment 
upon the groftnd, that this country 
was in the wrong, and that some 
act of conciliation was due from us. 

He (Mr. J.J thought otherwise. 
It hu.s been tlic settled policy df 
this country, to regulate the terms 
of its commercial intercourse with 
^tlier Jialioirs, upon tcmis of equa- 
lity aufl reeijfrocity ; to meet them 
ill eve,ry act of friendship or liosli- 
lity, and to he governed hy an ex- 
act scale^of justice. 

Sueli ^erc the principles laid 
down in the celebrated report of 
Mr, Jellerson in 180.% wiiich con- 
tains (he great system of rt^i’o- 
cily. atlopted liy tlie gov»»rnnicnt of 
the I nited States. He hoped the 
gentleman from Maryland, and his 
friends, would look to those princi- 
ples as their guide, and not to tem- 
porary expr.diems: to meet Grena 
Rriiain in tlic true spirit of the lui- 
lioii, ■.♦iul*not hy liumitialing his 
eoiiiitVy before her. Let him re- 

iin'inber, that suhmission never set 

0 

hounds u> eftorAachinenl — that free 
trade is not thi,' proper return fqr 
restriction and prohibition ; and 
will not produce' their repeal, 
'riie.-jc' prineiples were violently op- 
jjosed in their day, and hy argu- 
ments similar to his own. They 
liave lieen ^idliered to until now. 
and* l>f ahaiidoiiinjf them, we de- 
grade the country .destroy our ebn- 
racier for lumsisfent policy, yield 
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up the ti'iuie, ami with it llio priwtT 
of controllin;» it — in tlio vtiiii liopp 
of operating on British inugnuiii- 
mity. . 

Mr. Johnston then reviewed the 
history of this contnAeiss. up to 
the comineneeineiu of the present 
adminislratiuii, und cuine to i!ie 
conclusion, that up to that tiriie, 
there was no error, except a com- 
mon error of restriction un hoil. 
sides, a iniitual erroi^ arising iVotn 
too much attention to the means 
of legal protection of what shoidd 
be left open to the contfctitiun of 
skill and enterprise. 

Siiortly before the coininciice. 
incut of tlio prosiMit julininistration, 
a negotiation on that sohjeot had 
been ..losed, und propositions mu- 
tually exchanged, with an under- 
standing that flic negotiation was 
Id I>c renewed. 'I'lie j're'enl sc- 
cretary of state^ on ta.nnng into 
oftice, found liiinselfohligt d to pre- 
pare \oluiniiiou.s instnielions hu' 
various iiini.sitM's, and, annnig 
ollicr.s, to' tin; miiii'ilcr at liondon, 
on the slave convention, the norlli 
eastern houndaiN, tin. iiorlh Wfst 
coast, the imNigation of tin* Si. 
Lawrence, and the coltfiiiul trade. 
ln.structions were given on .some of 
these .siihjecis, and full powers on 
all. The slave convention, heiiig 
the most pressing, was first att»;inl- 
cd to ; liut on the colonial ipies. 
tion,iriasinuch^j.s it was important 
to settle it definitively, the .seen*, 
tary of state, unwilling, to act 


.solely on lii.s (/ivn judguieni, .--ougm 
iiifnrnpition from the inos! di.stiu>. 
giiished roniinercial nnn in the 
camntrv ; ainl ariioug ‘them, from 
the gentleman from \l:ir\ iuiid him- 
.self: und I ask him, ifhedoi;snot 
kin)W, that the delay so mueli com- 
plained of, did proceed from the 
desire of obtaining this inforina- 
tiuii, so as to ciiahle this grtveni- 
menl to meet tlie views of the Bri- 
tish government, without eompro- 
niiffing our niivigaling inieresls ? 

Besides, the acts of 18*2.% wliidi 
were pas^-ed after our minister had 
left this country for London, entire- 
ly changed the state of allairs, and 
would lia\o rendered any instnu’. 
tioii«, founded upon the then exist- 
inglaws, j ntirciv inappii(;al)le. 

He could not discover, in an\ ol 
the tran'=iiclion*^ ciumecti'd willi 
this suhjeri, any thing to impair lii< 
confnlenc»,‘ in the gov eminent of 
ids c.ouiitrv, or to diminish Ids he- 
ln f in its pistice and liberality : 
and h(! tlid not envy the senator 
from Marvland llm ungra«'i«Mis 
task he bad imderlakt'ii, of putting 
ids uwn country in the wrong— ^a 
task painful to his jirhle and pa* 
triotisiii, in proportion as he n;ay 
esteem Idmsell' .suecessfnl in the 
eH'orl. 

Jt is said, that the interdict con- ' 
tains a iiumace, and that (ireat 
Britain will not act umlera ineiuiVe 
• of coercion. 'I'hc interdict is the 
ifecivi-sary froiisetpicnco of lici 'iwn 
•■"cfs. She knew that hv a stand- 
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Uig law ol‘ this counft-y, it was made * 
• the duty of thc])resident, tg close 
our p^rts whenever she closed 
hers. By* excluding our* vessels 
from her colonial ports while ^;lic 
opened them to the rest of the 
world, she ^J^^osed herself to lliis 
act of retaliation. It was the ne- 
cessary jilTccl of her own law. If 
view'cd, thereforCj as a nn?nace. it 
hj^s existed since llS‘.iH, ainl woidd 
require a new act of legislation to 
prevcMit its operntioti^ Witli a\iew 
to prevent this ol1ensivi3 retaliation, 
we propjise I** suspend ihi.'i act* 
until thcIKlih of Sejifeniher, to al- 
low Great Britain time to dei<*rmine 
on her cniirse. Wo all agr(?e that* 
the terms an; liberal, and that we 
ean oile^' nothing more : and that 
if she refuses, an inlerdiet must 
follow. It is a simjile guesfion of 
time. In his opinion, the inttu'dic. 
tion should have; followed instantly 
Upon theirs. Their colonies would 
then havj; iniinedialel\ felt its ef- 
fect, while our trade would have 
scarcely siiflereil from’thc derange- 
ment. Our ve.sse!s woylci have 
fiicrcly changed the din’ctiou of 
their voyages. 

By the anuMidmeut, our ports arc 
loll optm dtiring tlie whole year to 
British v(*sscls. They will, conse- 
quently, siip))ly their eoloiiies. and 
deprive our vessels not only of the 
colonial trade, but ofthattrach; which 
woufd grow out of! he suppression of 
direct intercourse. On th« Jsfof 


.Tanuary, their colonies will be sup- 
, plied for six months ; at the expi- 
ration of which period, they will re- 
ceive tlie supplies cif Canada, and 
tw'o years will elapse before thev 
will in any way f(?cl the f fleet of 
our interdict. In the mean time, 
our ves'C'ls will he throw n out «f 
einploymeut,’ or be compelled to 
enier on other pursuits. In fme, 
•tlie po-lpoiif-m»Mil f<Jl’ one year is 
nearly equivtlenf to tiie entire loss, 
and is an ahandonineFjt of ourprin- 
ciples ami our interest. The in- 
tortliet p-fiposes to do [irospoclive- 
ly, w!iat4.ireat Britain has already 
done. It prrija>s(?s to suspcnil for 
six na>ntl)s. tlie operation ofa post- 
five law, from motiv»‘s of r espec t 
for her. But this is not chough. 
M e must hnniillale our country, 
hv confessing our errors, with- 
lirawing onr interdict, and making 
our submission. , 

(ireat Britain has placed herself 
where she was in iNlS, claiming a 
inoiiopol>^ of the eolofiial trade. 
M'e .^and with onr ports ope ned, by 
the law of and we propose to 
do wliaV w-^ (lid, under like circum- 
stances, in ISIS and 1850. The 
• • • 
amendment is an nhandomnont of 

those princij)les. It is a retro- 
grade movement — a sacrilici? of 
principle ty temporary expedients, 
and is marked hv a total want of 
consistency and firmness Xo al- 
ferjiat^'c is left to Uf* but submission 
or interdiction ; and as the latter is 
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demanded by our interest, uur 
principles, and our honour, he 
should oppose the amendment. 

Mr. Branch, of \ )rth Curoliiiu, 
said that, ‘‘ we were bound first to 
meet the British government on 
conciliatory grounds. The amende, 
hmiorahle wus due from this go- 
vernment to Great Britain, and he 
hoped its first act would be, to 
acknowledge that this country had 
been wrong. Let us do this in 
kindness, and tender friendly terms 
to the British government. If they 
then rejected them, th'jy would 

have assumed the fault; and the 
blame, let what might crusiu?, would 
not attach to this government. Such 
an acknowledgment was im more, 
thaw^Jhe committee and tliis go. 
vernment had already made ; and 
congress should not slirink from 
inuking it, lest it should shock the 
morbid sensibility of iJk? j)ov\ers 
that be. 

Mr. H 01 .MKS was in favour Jtf 
oflering to Great llritain, an alter- 
native, so Jhat if the terms ot]erc»l 
by the amendment of (;en. .Smith 
were not acceded to bv the lirst of 
August, the intercourse with the 
British colonies sliouid be put an 
end to, by a |)roclarnatir)ii from ihr 
president. Me thouglil the ameiifl- 
niont conceded too much, and pro- 
posed no ulterior measures. He 
accordingly offered an ani(Midrneni 
to that ellecl, but it was f ejected by 
a vote of 32 to 1^1. 

.Mr. Iloj.tiKu also offfMed an 


aincndiiumt, for the purpose ofina* 
king tiie non -intercourse with the 
British colonies muieral ; and 

ji’ 

with that view, he moved to strike 
out the words •* by st:a,’' from the 
reported [till, wiiicli amendment 
was adoptea by a vof^jj of BJi to 12. 

Mr. Macon said, he wished to 
obtain our object peaceably, and 
lie understood the ainendinont of 
Gen. iSmitli to be an offer on the 
part of the I nited States, to accede 
to terms formerly offered by Great 
Brilaiti, and rejected by us. He 
.wislied to make that oiler to tlie 
British government, before this 
country went any fartlicr. 

Mr. Van Bi ki:n imputed the dif- 
lieulty to the exi ciitive depart meiu 
of the iiovernineni, upon v.lioin he 
ul'io charged the failure of the aet. 
brought forward at fin; first ses'^ion 
of llie juesent coiigres'i. He as- 
serted, rhuf ill 1 nJ 4 the British go- 
vernniout ofl’ered in substance the 
.<ume teiius, that the 1‘ idled Stales 
(leteniiined to accept in lW2(i : and 
a»Ked the ii’asiai ofailelru of two 
\ear.s in eoimiiir to a com lusion. 
wnich ."iioiild not have taben a. 
many months, in tlie im an time, 
the Briti-ih ministry bad eiianged 
its iiiiml, and pre>enbeil the terms 
of the inti reourse b\ tlie acts of 
He jivotevtod against the. 
re.spon*>ibilily ol' this failure being 
imputed, to the senate. It belongi.d 
to the e\eriifi\i*, and it was to he 

I 

regretted ilial, by its too great " isli 
tii,id)tain sunuMrclat in settling the 
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controversy, it had ifct only lost the • 
, trade for an indetinite [leriod \ hut 
had reduced llv3 country, from the 
position of»|)ro|)osinj; leru|s in llu? 
consi’ioiisness (»!' ritrhf, t<» tlie liiiin- 
blc condition of a supidi^nt. • 
Rut t lion <:;h lie condeniTiedliif^coii. 
duel of the "oviTiinwr '• ’ > • 

notiation ; ‘i*' .im) eonsiileied as uii- 
sound ;iie principles as.sunn*rl hythc 
Rritish ^rovermnont. He wished, 
therefore, tlial liie act sliould carrv 
on its face the terms, upon which the 
intercourse ini^lit he opened, ainl 
stated that lu‘ contemplated to ol‘. < 
i'er an amendment to that effeet, 
jirovidcd the da\ when the amend- 
mciit was to into operation ' 
•►^liould be altei'iMl, from tlie Jtlsi ot‘ 
Decemltcr to the 15lli of Novinn- 
her. 

The day was not altered, and 
^3fr. Van Huron did not siihniit the 
amendment nd'erred to, nor did ho 
vote for the aiiiciidineiit afterwards 
jiroposed in the lioiisi-. 

Mr. Hi:KKir..\ thought the best 
mode ofeoinniencing a’coneiliatorv 
course, wimld he to repeal the oh- 
jectionahlc part of the act of lS*,i5, 
and eonseipieiitly he preferred the 
aiiiendiueiit of (leii. Smith to the 
bill of the eoiiimitteo. 'I’lie orders 
iri couneil, e losing (he ports, had 
, issued, in cmisequeiiee of the. ne- 
gligence on our part to negotiate. 
'I’he blame was to be iiiipmed l«i 
the executive, and not to congress!, 
I [e, voiisidere.d, tliilt this govern, 
nient was hound <o take (lie 


steps towards a settlement of the 
differences now existing. If Great 
liritain should reject them, she 
would have i»>ieed herself lu the 
wrong, niid at the next congress, 
this govemnient, it convinred she 
had determined to cxcl.uie ns from 
iici eoioiiii! ’■'•'ise'«.‘ii-):is, might 
adcipt reslri- tfve measures. 

Mr. \Vi»oonLKY otl'ercd an 
«iinendment lo (ieii. SAiilh’s amend- 
ment, In v\)iy:!i ihe president was 
authorized, In prociamatioii, to 
suspend altogether the operation 
, bf the act* of congress enumerated 
ill his ainyndnaMii, provided he re- 
ceived .satistaiUorv evidence;, befbre 
the JJLst of l)eeeii)la;r, that Great 
Britain had remnve’i proliihition to 
oiir iiiteri oiir«(‘ with her eolijh'ie^ 
ami that all di.<<enminating duties 
were taken olf. He also objected 
to the limited nature of the noii-ia- 
tercoiirst‘, i^mternplatod by the bill 
reported by the coiiimiltee. While 
he confessed the severe and unequal 
privation, to which atoial^iion-intcr- 
course would siihject the pojmlatioii 
on (lie interior frontier of the I'ni- 
ted Stale.'?;, he* could not consent 
lo pn»hihi! the trade on the Atlantic 
frontier, while the t *ade with Ca- 
nada was permitted. ft would 
throw into tin* liamls t)f the Cana- 
dian-*, the trade which was most dc- 
sirahle, and give to British naviga- 
tion almost a monopoly of our pro- 
ductus liu- hc?r Wes^ India market. 
To be elficient. a measiin' of this 
characte. 1 ’ mil'll l>«; thorougli. The 
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amenclmcut of Mr. AVoodbury was 
adopted. 

Mr. Chambers, from Maryland, 
proposed to amend t?^o substitute of 
his colleague, by adilitig a section, 
interdicting the intcreoursc wiili 
the British cadonies after the Jllst 
of December, mdess tlieir p(»rt.s 
should be opened to American ves- 
sels before that time ; but the senate 
rejected the ‘amendment by a \ot( 
ot' 2t5 to lt3, and thcji passr^d the 
substitute by a vote of to 10, 
and sent it to the other house llir its 
concurrence. ‘ 

In the house of re()re5'','marive<. 
a report, accompanied by u lull 
similar to that originally rep(»rf. 
ed to the senate, av;h brouLdit 
rnTRiin the oommitto(! on com’ 
mercc on tiic 22tl day of Janua. 
ry, and a discussiun fo(d\ plaec, rv. 
sembling in character the d< liate 
ill the senate on the saine subj«’ci. 
Previous to receivinu the lull from 
the senate, the hou>e had drier- 
ruined to i*uike tlie noii-iiiteiruursi' 
with the British colonies general, 
by striking out the wor*ls “ hy soa.’’ 
which had hec.'ii i i.serte*J in the 
committee of the whole : :ind, n|>ori 
motion of Mr. Webster, an amend- 
ment was adopted witlmui n di\i* 
sion, by which the president was 
authorizcij to declare the jiorfs of 
the United States open to Briti.sh 
vessels, provided American vessels 
were allowed, ^lefore the I^tHb of 
September, to irnporl into the I5ii- 
dsli colonies from tie; I iiifed Stao*-, 


such mannfucfurcH and productions 
of the UnitfKl States as British ves. 
sels were permitted to import . These 
ameiidnuuits, together ^itli the bill, 
were all laid upon tlic table, upon 
receiving Mic bill from the senate ; 
and tlie frimids of the administra- 
tion, now endeavoured to carry 
such amendmeiil.s to that bill a.s 
'should. 'in tiicir opinion, lu'.st sub- 
serve tlH‘ intere>t, and maintain the 
charaeler of the country. With 
that view, Mr. 'l'omlins<»n, who 
brongiit in the n.port and hill from 
the Cfunmitir e (if conuneree. moved 
an ameiidrneiif. for ihi* purpose oi' 
reMving. alier lie* Hist (d‘ Decern- 
her, the restrictive acts of IHlSuiuI 
iKJlt, in n«i arrangiuuent, in 
rcialioii tiithe eojoniai traub, should 
iM'iiiude hehvecn llie g(»\erument'<, 
[in'vious to that day. 

'I'he amiuuhiient also jiropo.scd 
tor(*peal the act »d*l^’J.S, hy which 
the terms of the intereoursc were 
regulal»Ml, 

'riie introduction of Ihi.s ariicnd- 
ijiciit revi\ed the fjm stion, whe- 
llier it should ht) disiincily .stated 
in the aet of congress, proposing 
terms to the British goviirnment. 
that an interdietion would tahir 
place aticr a specifi'-d tiiiK’, uiil«’ss 
tliose terms wiu*' aeei pled : i')r 
whether the term" should he j»r(»po 
.sed, and without any condition.s. 
In the Walter event, it wijuld be rie- 
#ecHsary for the American govern- 
nfi'nido adopt other measiiresl’, 4bi 
f/c purpose o(‘ etlccting what the 
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naicndinciil |uoposcll. IJy tht* law, ’ 
•as it camr from ^ni senate, the in. 
tercou4,se was iel't open to Hritish 
vessels fur^riore than a yr^^r alter 
it had been closed to American 
vessels ; and no proA«sion was 
made to close it aller tfte time, al- 
though no concession should be 
made byjjlrcat Britain in the mean 
time. • * 

With the view of etlecting that 
object, the amendment was propo- 
, scd, and similar grounds were 
taken, in its support and defence, 
as those arged in the senate, ini 
behalf ofthe bill originall\ reported. 

jMr. Tomlinson, in supporting 
the ameiuirnent, sai<i. that he should < 
^ liave preferred the JJOih (d’Septeni- 
ber as tfle period when the inter- 
dict should take (dh.'Cl : hut In,* was 
not disposed to insist og that da\, 
.and was willing, in nrd(‘r to secure, 
the passage nf the a< t, to extend 
I, he period to tlie JUst ol'Deeemher 
next. 

lie was, liowever, ulteii\ eppo- 
sod to the ailoptioii of aii\ inea- 
sure, wiiieh did not estahl^sii aiitil- 
flmale oxcIushmi of Britisii ships 

from the colonial trade, in caa.' 

• 

(ireat Britain should continue the 
provisions of her order in council : 

■ and he wished the British go\ern- 
' iiient distinctly to understand, that 
sueh is our determination. 

* Mr. Foksvtii thought, that by in- 
— sisting on this aniendniL'iit, tin; hilk 
Wttifld be lost, and that thc,|\re?;i- 
dent would he compelled, by 


■ existing laws, to close the trade by 
proclamation at once. 

Mr. VV^:nsfKH objected to the 
bill as It caul-, from the senate, 
because it was u measure of pure, 
unmixed concession. It also re- 
pealed, after the lilsl of lb cum- 
lier, the discriminating tonnage 
duty, which, he jircsiimcd, was not 
the intention of the .senate, inas- 
^nindi as if put it in •the power of 
(jreat Bi ituii# to carry im the cofo- 
niul trade, in her own vessoks, after 
that period, u|)on belter terms than 
' even at jiff's ent ; and that without 
any conciission on her part. 

lie thouglit the house coulr^not 
1)0 too prompt in repenting the ile. 
clarutinii whndi this go\('niment 
had ever maintained,;;— :;i V \vc 
WOtlid li:i\(' no truile V i n 
eooinnes, where <tnr Is .'.ere 
not permitted to g(L \» die he 
would pro|fose reasonab!' ii>rni.~ to 
tin; Bridsli government, a'- l i lord 
unijjle ‘on.- for iheM- ;n\ nee, 
lie woyld.^at the s..iii i:iiun> :u, ex- 
pivs.s tl.'‘ iletfriiiinalu. !;•«•! - ..u- go- 
vernment, that if tliose terets were 
in»t accgiO*!, *lie intercourse must 
cease. Imm' timse reasons, he su|). 
pitrted tlie amendment, lie fi.'.nd 
it ditlicuU to persuade himself, that 
the senate would not accede to it. 
lie wouhl, Jiowever, leaje the op- 
tioii with that body, to assent to it, 
or to I'ompel tlie president to elosc 
the, trude immediately by procla- 
Illation. If the latter eourse wa.s 
preferrfd, so l»e it. For his own 
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part, he couUi only say, that lie 
thought the hill, in its present, 
shape, was niisuiulerstood by those 
who supported it, and was ineoin- 
patible with the interest and liotiour 
of the country. 

The house liaving adopted the 
lunendmcnt, bv a vote of to oO, 
passed the bill, and returned it to 
the Semite for its coneiirrence on 
the second of Marcli. 

A sli(»rt debate tlinn ensued in 
the senate, but the uiiieiidnient was 
finally rejceiod, by a vote of ’.itJ to 
18. 

The disagreement of tlic senate 
having been announced to I lie 
house, it was rosolve’d, b\ a vote 
of 71 to 47, to insist on the amend. 
merJf,^ and to ask a <‘onferenre, 
which was granted by the Se- 
mite. 

On the part of the house, flu; 
ocniferees we're 'I'oiulm- 

son, We'bsler, and Wmlz : on the 
part of the senate, .Mr ssi>. I'a/e. 
well, Smith, ol'S. ( \, ami Johnston. 
The conferee's imt liii\iiig agre«'d, 
the house, after an amiiKUeri de. 
bate, in which ^hinilire. 

Icng, McDutlie, Ihichanan, For. 
syth, and Ihghum, (jppo.siui the 
amendment ; and .Mes.-.rs. Web- 
ster, Wright, and Wiirtz, sustained 
it, determmed to adhere to its 
amendment, by si vole of T.’i to <*1.7. 

The senate, on the other hand, 
refused to recede from its di»agn.e. 
ment to that amendment, by a Vftte 
of ‘45 to !40; and the lull wsis hni. 


Congn-ss lui\iiigsuljonriHMl, with- 
out making any law, for the pur. 
post! of meeting th(!-ltritisli "eslric. 
tive meusurcs, the president, in 
pursuance of the powtir vested in 
hhn by the art of issue*! a 

proclamation, dated itlarrh I7tli, 
closing the ports of tin* Fiiited 
Slates, against vessels troin the 
Hritisli colonies, whieh had been 
opened by the act of 1N‘4*4. 

Tlir restrict^*' ineaMires of the 
British goierjimeiit, were in this 
manner IiiIIn rcciprocirteil, and the 
•shipping oi‘ both founiri*'<, being 
excluded from the direct inter, 
course, tlie fraile heUveen the Fni- 
le*! Stall's ami the British Wot In. 
dies, was carried on through the 
islamls belonging to (*lher Kuro* 
peaii jHjwers. 

Sfiine di‘Coiif< uf was manifested 
by '^ome elasses oftlie cjunmunity, 
at this lnli.•l‘nljllioIl ol' their husi- 
iie-s : ami the leading politicians, 
opposed to the aihnnii.-lralioii. ea- 
gcrly M izi d ii|ion this subject, as 
a popular to|hc o|' declamation 
against tjie president ami the se. 
erftary of stale. Fnhlic opinion. 
lio\\c\er, su<iaimd the govern- 
nieiit 111 till.' stami taken by it in 
this Controversy : ami great re- 
gret was fell, that in the waniitli 
of opposition, the memhers of con- 
gress, opposing the adiniiiisi ration, 
should iiavi: lost sight oj' the iiite. 
rf-esl ami dignity of tin ir own conn- 
try ; tf'iiid defended the course In- 
K/n hv the British government. 
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•PuBsuANT to the federal con- 
stitution, 4hc second session of the 
nineteenth congress cuinnicnced on 
the 4th of December, 1820, >vhcii 
the two houses were organized in 
the usual manner. In the senate, 
thirty-seveii members attended. In 
the house, one hundred and seven- 
ty members were present at the 
.call of the roll. The next day the 
president transmitted his annual 
message, which will be ODiind itv 
the second part of this volume. 

This document gave a clear ai;- 
count of the foreign affairs of 4hc 
country, and particularly alluded 
to the controversy with Great 
Britain, respecting the trade with 
heB colonies. The death of the 
emperor Alexander, was mention. • 
ed in (fsrms^ which were called fui^ 
by the uniform friendly feclhig^ 


manifested by that monarch towards 
the United States. With Fro^'r? « 
and. the Netherlands, our tommer. 
ciul relations were described, as on 
a more favourable footing, than at 
the comincii^ement of the last con- 
gress. • 

The state of the public finances 
were fully detailed, ami while it 
appcarcQ tlftit the revenue* was not 
so large as at the last annual re- 
port, its deficiency was not so 
great as prevent the application 
of $7,0()7,039 to the seduction of» 
the public debt, and $3,044,350 to 
the payment of interest. The re. 
cciptsof the post office exceeded 
it»expcndituise nearly $80,000. 

The president proceeded, in di.«. 
charge of his constitutional duties, 
*to redommend to the*considcratioii 
of congress, a system for the per- 
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manent increase o^‘ the navy ; the 
unsettled land claims in Florida 
and Louisiana ; the works of in- 
ternal improvemerft, reported by 
the board of engineers ; and particu- 
larly directed its attention to the 
irregularities of the Brazilian and 
fiuenos Ayrean squadrons, towards 
neutral flags. 

The estimates of appropria- 
tions for (he diflerent depan- 
ments of the governtncni, were 
submitted, with the message; as 
was a system of cavalry tactics, 
prepared during the summer, under* 
the direction of the war department. 

Other topics were introduced 
into the message, but as il will be' 
^jfotmd among the public documents, 
(page 1,) it is deemed unnecessary 
to give a more detailed account of 
its content<4. 

The evils growing out of flio 
distracted condition of the countrv, 
at the close of the revolutionarv 
war, and the unwise legislative ex- 
pcdicnts*adopted by the state go. 
vernments, umler the old articles 
of confederation, *tt)‘ ciTlqviutc the 
pecuniary distresses of their consti- 
tuents, induced the sag:ici(Mis pa- 
triots, who framed the federal con. 
stitution, to vest in the national go. 
vcrnmct\f the power to enact laws 
of bankruptcy, and to ))rohihit the 
state legislatures from passing anv 
laws impairir^ the obligation of, 
contracts. By these provisions, 
they hoped to remove from the lo- . 


cal assemblies the temptation of 
rendering themselves popular at 
the expense of our iiational^charuc. 
ter,, by. sanctioning relief and ap- 
praisement laws, and ail those va- 
rious dev'ces for temporary alle- 
viation of pecuniary embarrass- 
ments, which disgraced the statute 
books of several of the states, pre- 
vious to the adoption of the federal 
compact. At the same time they 
intrusted to coiigress, a body more 
dignified in its character, and, 
from the nature of its duties, more 
mindful of our nationaUrcpiitatioii, 
the delicate and responsible power 
of deciding, when the claims upon 
a bankrupt debtor shall bo dis- 
charged, upon a surrender of hir 
property ; and thus reconciling the 
claims of the citizen to the enjoy- 
ment of personal liberty, with the 
eflective obligation of private con- 
tracts. Hiis («.)wcr, from peculiar 
circumstances, was not exercised 
until the year 1800, when a bank- 
rupt law was passed, and a short 
and unsatisfactory trial was given 
to the system, during a period oi 
great political excitement. 

In INOB t)ii.s law was repealed, 
and from tliat time until the deci' 
sioh in the ease of Sturges v. 
(Irownifishield, the state insolvent 
laws took the place of a general 
haiikrupl ae.i, and a system of local 
and temporary expedients, under 
'the authority of the state Irgisla-^ 
4urcs,was introduced, for the relief 
/if iinforiimate ilebtors, which did 
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hot difier materially^ in principle 
. i'rom those under the old confede- 
racy, aQd which had similar ctfects 
in injuring the character of,our le- 
gislation, and in impairing the mer- 
cantile credit of the cour\(ry. « 

, That decision, whichVas made 
in 1810, gave a fatal blow to this 
spociei$ of fraudulent Icgislutiun. 
'Die state legislatures ccjuld no* 
longer enact statutes atfectiiig the 
obligation of existing contraets; 

, . and as much doubt was entertain- 
ed as to tlicir power ot passing 
laws operating prospectively upon 
future contraet.s, a very general 
expectation prevailed, that con- 
gress would exercise (be authority 
*,» specitically granted to that body, 
by passing a general bankrupt act. 
Until that was done, insolvent debt- 
ors were entirely at the discretion 
^ofthefr creditors, and in conformity 
with the wishes of a large majority 
of the nation, the president, in his 
first message to the nineteenth 
congress, rcconimeiidcd the subject 
to its particular attention. 

At the first .session, a bill was in* 
troduced into the senate, for tRe 
purpose of establishing an uniform 
system of bankruptcy, but on ’ac- 
count of the great length of the 
(fiscussion on tlie Panama mission, 
no time was allowed for the proper 
discussion of its details, and it was 
after somo debate indofmiteliV post- 
«ponet). • 

jV# the* commeiicemcni of tip' 
smrcecding session. ]\Ir. Huyne. t»f 


.South Carolina, who had distin- 
guished himself on a former occa- 
sion, as the eloquent and enlighten- 
ed advocate offi general bankrupt 
.system, introduced, pursuant to no- 
tice, a bill similar in its provisions 
to that which had been already in- 
delinilely po.stpoiio<l. 

After several umcndiiionts had 
bcnii made to the hill, which were 
gonerally accepted without discus- 
sion, ii iMotio^i was made by My. 
llranch, to strike out the ninety 
third section, wliich authorized 
, proreedin^s under the statute ; upon 
the petition of creditors agaimst 
bankrupts not engaged in tradt^or 
, merchandise. It was, how'cver, 
provided by this section, that a 
commission of bankruptcy e- .!> 
not issue in such cases, without the 
consent of the bankrupt. To this 
suction it was objected by Mr. 
Branch, tlmt it rendered the law 
unconstitutional.* Congress had 
only the power of establishing an 
uniform system of bankruptcy ; and 
as this section extended Oic benefit 
of the bankrupt system to agricul- 
turists u|X)n, difterent terms from 
those ap*plied to the traders, it was 
not uniform in* its operation, and, 
therefore, was not within the term.*^ 
of the constitution. 

11^ could not be convinced, but 
fliat the only means or rendering 
the law unit'orm, would bo to strike 
out liiaf section. ' 

Mr. Rowan thougiit tliat section 
the ino‘<t valuahie piit of the bill. 
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and be saw no reason, why the bene, 
fits of the bill should not be extended . 
to all classes, 'fhe former was cx. 
posed to risks as well us tlio iner- 
chant, and although in England, 
where real estate was guarded 
against a total sale, by a salvo roti. 
tentniento, the bankrupt law did not 
extend to the agriculturist, no reason 
lor such distinction existed in this 
country, wheYe land might be sold 
under execution. Ilo-was not in fa- 
vour of all the details in the bill, but 
he certainly should not vote fur it, if 
that 'iicetion was led out... He \v;is 
in favour of the application of the 
bill* to all classes. 

Mr. Holmes did not tbink it neces- 
sary that a bankrupt system, in order 
ToB^nnilbrm, should be exactly alike 
in the form of its application, to flic 
riiflereiit classes of the community. 
Ife also considered the t)3d sertion, 
as the most valut^ble firovision in 
the bill, and he shfinld vote for it, 
if that clause was retained, but 
otherwise /lot. ^ . 

Mr. Va^i Hureit said he was in 
favour of a bankrupt system, and 
that all the pntvisioMs of tliy present 
bill, except tin* O.'M section, met 
bis approbation. I\,r that, how- 
ever, lie could nut vf)tp. It was an 
insolvent, and not a bankrupt law, 
and he thought congress had not 
the power to pass such a law. He 
did not mean to lay down a clear 
and uriexcfpti^nuhlc rule .of dis- 
criinimifion between a bankrupt 
and iui ifisoKeiii s\ stern, hut it was 


certain, that tor 300 years, they 
have been kept distinct in England. 
They differed in their origir, object 
and provisions, and Were always 
executed by different tribunals. 
IHie objeoi of the one was to afford 
a summary' remedy, for creditors 
against failing or fraudulent debtors; 
that of the other, to give relief to in- 
solvent d»d>tors. 

The constitution of the United 
States, had conferred upon con- 
gress the pow'cr to establish the 
former ; and had leO the right, and 
the duty of passing tlie l&tter, to the 
state governments. 

This section of the bill he con- 
sidered an insolvent law, and if it 
passed, provided it were within the 
power of congress to patfs such a 
law, it would deprive the states of 
the right jo pass any law on the 
subject of insolvency, except by 
permission of congress. There is 
no middle ground. If the distinc- 
tion between bankruptcy, and in- 
solvency be abolished, all state le- 
gislation is subjected to the arbitra- 
supervision of congress. He 
therefore thought, it was not within 
the power of congress to pass such 
a law. 

Ho alsocoiisiriered, that it would 
cause an injurious extension of tlic 
palrmiage of the federal govern- 
ment, and an insupportable cn- 
largensniit of the range of its judi- 
cial power. 

•1'lie portion of litigation, afiwng 
0^1 of tb*' insolvent laws in the 
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stale courts, wasfaniililrto all, and 
- thtt of necessity, )yould be im|;ne- 
diatcly tnansferred to the federal 
courts. * • 

For these reasons he should pre- 
fer the loss of the bill itseU', to its* 
passage withtjie 93dseciiun. 

Mr. Berrien did not regard this 
distinction, ;vrhicli it was said, ex- 
isted between bankruptcy, aifd in- 
solvency as material in this dis- 
cussion. By the terms of the con- 
•Stitution, the power of congress ex. 
tends to the whole subject, and the 
power of the states, o\or an\ pin t 
can at most be only concurrent. 
But tlic assertion of such a power, 
imposes the obligation to dctiiie the 
'sphere, within which it may septi- 
fate. Tliflis has not been done. 
On the contrary, generalities have 
been dealt in, and the seyaie has 
b^en told of a distinction, well 
known and uniformly recognised ; 
but it has not been informed, what 
that insolvency is, over which the 
states claim exclusive control. In 
the English courts no 'distinction 
has been recognised sufficiently 
. distinct, to warrant any limitation 
of the legislative power, to be de- 
rived from it, and such has been the 
express opinion of the supremo 
court of the Ignited States. 

• He thought that the regulation 
of tlie whole subject, was confined 
to Congress, 'fho power “ 1% cs- 
"^■'fablish uniform laws on the subject ' 
;of haifkruptcy/’ was a powet; to* 
declare who '«liaU become a bank* 
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rapt, as well as what acts shall con. 
stijute bankruptcy, and what shall 
be its cfiecls both in relation to 
debtor and ere djtf)r. 

The whole difficulty originated 
in a confusion of ideas, and in not 
accurately distinguishing between 
the priitcipai and its incidents of ob- . 
jeet and mode, "fbe power to pass 
a law i.s one thing ; the objects to 
wKieh it shall bo a)>pli(Al snot her ; 
and it is a furtiitr consideraiioti, in* 
wiial manner it shall be exercised. 
The constitution ctmfors the power. 
Ht-rc it The ritiy.ons of the 

railed Stiues arc here, as in all 
other cases, the ohjecis on which 
rtiat power ma) be everted, unless 
some sjiecifu: limitation he found in 
the instrument, while tiic mode m 
which it is to ho exert ised, is left 
to the disertuion of congress. The 
only limitation to which the power 
is subject, is,1hat tjic laws be uni- 
form ; and the necessary conse- 
quence is, that an exclusive power 
on the pqrt of the slates, jiivolves 
an inconsistency with the ^rant to 
congress ; and even a concurrent 
power nuijt *hc exercised, in subor- 
dination to the general law. 

The expediency of admitting* 
such a provision into the bankrupt 
system, is anotiier question ; and 
if banUruptcy be considered a pri- 
vilege, all are ciitillod to its bene- 
fits. 

, Perhaps it* wnuld^bc harsh to 
subject the landholder to the provi- 
• sions of a bankrupt law. which 
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would compel him to sacrifice hts 
real estate at a moment of tem{V)* 
rarv embarrassinent, in conse. 
(jiienee of Ills noi piiiiclually ccmi- 
piying with his oiigugiMiu'iits. Ihit 
this section does not contemplate 
a bankniptcy in the agriculturist, 

• without his assent ; and tlie vicissi- 
tudes of the last twenty years, have 
taught us, that pecuniary distress 
has not been limited to tlie mer- 
chant, but has uftflrii pressctl hea- 
vily upon the farmer and plant- 
er. 

In the mercantile clrss, credit \a 
more essential. Punctuality is in- 
dispcnsahle to its preservation ; 
and the nature of riiereantih* piit- 
suits, enables merchant^ to obtain 
credits far hevond lliose given to 
those not in trade, who geneVally 
have a greater capital in propor- 
tion to their debts. 'J’his <Jiirereiice 
in their .situation, jusfllies tlie eoer- 
civc character of the hanknijif act, 
towards merchants ; and allows 
that it ought not to he applied in 
that fiAriiier to agriciilfnnsl.s. — 
Anxious as he was to relieve the 
distresses of lhc#inOfciyililc cum- 
munitv, he could not coiimuiI to 

• * a 9 * 

legislate for them alone. 

Mr. Woooni’KV .said, that the 
liinita!iori of tlie power ofrongrcs.s 
exi.ste(i in the grant itself. 'I'ho 
grant was, to legislate tjn the .sub- 
ject of bankruptey, and on that 
alone. According to his appre-^ 
hen.sion, that word, as used in the 
constitution, was never intended to • 


, extend beyond embarnussments 
ami failure.^ among mercantile ineji. 
The border line bciweem that and 
iiii^oht'iiev, in certain cases, may 
he not ea.sv to distinguish ; hut in 
*cummor. uarlancu, and in technical 
acceptation, they . had distinct 
meanings. One striking feature 
was, that a bankrupt .system was 
compiil.sory on the debtor ; an in- 
.solvent sNsiein was voluntary. One 
was for the benefit of the creditor; 
the Ollier liir the heiielil of 
debtor. The compulsory feature 
is also a distingiiiHiiiiig'cliiinictcris- 

tic in a bankrupt law. NoW', this 
last section is not compulsory, hut 
jMjrporrs to h»‘ for the lienefil of the 
debttir, and ilepcnds wholly upon 
his consent. It i.s, thereiore, strict- 
ly an insolvent provision, and who- 
ther heiieliciai in its opirralion or 
not. It is not within the natural 
scope of a sysiLMii »>f haiikruplcy. 

Me thought tha f it was not consti- 
tutional. if congress could em- 
brace t'ariiii^r.s in the act, it could 
make it cfi'inpulsory iipcm them. In 
this maiificr, every I'armer and me- 
chanic in the country can he suh- 
jeeted, rill commitliiig an act oi 
bankruptcy, to have his propert) 
s<'.i/,r-d and >acrihced, and all hi< 
freehold I'raiichiscs taken away 
'J’liis, loo, although he may be per- 
feclly solvent. Me hclicvnd it 
would prove, one of the grea'tcst 
cur.se.s ever iiilln‘tcd on aii^ cou»»- 
Iry. Mur farmers were notucjcus- 
Vjineil to iHinctualify. nor did thc' 
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keep books. By passmg this bill, 
they might be rendered by subsc. < 
quent amendment^, on a siiigle 
failure, to all^the peiiuliics of this 
bloody system of baiikniptcy ; and 
the altscnce of books, would be con. 
sidered as evidence of frltid, or il' 
no such iiifei^tice were drawn, a 
wide door would be ojicncd to its 
perpetratioh. , 

He feared also (he operation of 
this ^consent of the agriculturists. 
It would in time render them liable 
to the coinpulsors proebsa of bank- 
ruptcy. Bcjsides, if they did con- 
sent, he thought that it was not a 
question solely hetween them and 
.the United States. The states 
‘themselves, had rights; a right 
of Jurisdiction over their t<*rritory, 
and over their citi/ens ; and he in- 
quired, when they had ceded this 
light to the federal goveriiiiTent. If 
cbiisciit of individuals could confer 
rights upon the national govern- 
ment, subjects and classes would 
be brought within its power, which 
iwcre never contemplated by the 
framers of the constitution. An 
alqrming increase of the tedcrak 
patronage, would take place, if this 
section went into cilcet, and he 
could not vote for it. • 

.Mr. Tazewkll objected to the 
bill itself, as being unconstitutional 
in its details, and inexpedient ; that 
it increased the patronage of the 
grcsidimt in an alarming degree ; 
and tj^at it was an.iinwnrrantahle 
invasion of the rights of Ihe 


When the former bankrupt law 
was in existence, he resided in a 
s^hpnrt town, and was concerned 
III almost every e;pie of bankruptcy, 
that occurred during its operation ; 
aiiii lie assured tin smiale, that he 
never knew u solitary case, in which 
the creditor obtained uric cent. 
'J’lic debtor had oljen a large estate, 
•bill by the time it bad been tillered 
through the hands of the coinmis- 
sioners, and the other officei>, not, 
a fraction was* left lor tlie ere- 
ditor; the whole had been ab- 
sorbed in its progress. 

Mu. [{olVf.s said, that the object 
of a bankrupt, and an insolvent sys- 
tem, was the same, the relict of 
the debtor ; and he was in favour 
of extending that relicfto all classes, . 
accompanied with proper, restric- 
tioiis. 

Mr. Hayne, who brought in the 
bill, stated tljal, deeply convinced, 
as he was, of th9 necessity of a 
bankrupt law, he could not consent 
to extend the compulsory system 
to the agricwilturist. He was salis- 
iicd, howi'ver, that sucli a law 
could not pass, witinui* die Mrmers 
and nian«tiu*lurfrs were admitied 
to a participatiou in ilje bciietiis of 
the hill. Such was the objection, 
urged to the passage of the bill pro- 
posed, in congress several years 
ago. 'Hie »epresenlativ«;s of the 
agriculturists, said that it granted 
privileges to,a particnbir class. By 
•thcii* opposition, thcthill was lost; 
and two bankrupt bills w’ere sue- 
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cessively dct'eatcd at subsequent 
scssinusy for the same reason. 
It thus became part of the histofy 
of the counirV} ^hat no bankrupt 
bill could pass without a clause, 
extending the relief to others than 
traders. Altliough not without 
didiculties respecting this section, 
he thought the ue.eessities of the 
country, so strongly required a* 
bankrupt law, that ho was inducted 
.to support thi^ section, rather than 
to lose the ioil. 

lie did tioi approhorid any groat 
extension ofiho pjrist^n-tionoftho 
federal courts, from the passage ot' 
this law. 

The bill cannot possibly rm- 
brace many, living out of the cities, 
^fjiriners are not so tnuch expired 
to vicissitudes as morchauis ; and 
when they meet with misfortunes, 
they fMirtail their ex;#ei 'I’lu 
credit is sniitii, and ijU.ii irisoiveti' 
cy among fhem'is but of rare oc- 
enrrence, 

Ncitber did he fear any danger- 
ous inefease «if execiffivC- patron- 
age, oven if lliat were; a reason for op- 
posing a neec.ssar\ law; 'I'hn fact 
was, that the officers rteated by 
.this hill, wtire le.*< than thirty in 
number. Tlie patrmiage of the 
executive wa.s reductui to almost 
nothing, ruder the old law, the 
appointing of comniHsioners wt,i« 
intni.sted to tlie court. *Soon after 
Mr. JoffcTso/i eamt; info j>ower, nii 
act was passerf, authorizing llK* [ire- * 
sident (f» appoint eommissinnrrs. 


without limliatioii as to number ? 
and it has been said, that there was 
not less tliun oilo hundred in each 
state. Whether the patronage was 
cohipared with the old law, or with 
the number of United Stated offi- 
cers nowf appointed, ho consider- 
ed the apprehension as entirely 
groundless. He thought that the 
drcispuisoftlie .siiprcind court, ren- 
dered it nece.ssary to render the 
law'5 on the subject of bankruptcy 
uniform ; and he hud no apprehen- 
sions of the* exercise of this power" 
because it was liable to abuse. For 
iiLs own part, he was much more de- 
sirous oftlic establishment of a bank- 
rupt s\ stem Ilf some sort, than that it 
should coiiiain any particulur pro- 
visions ; because he wa^s satistied, 
thul when once established, il 
woulii he improved liy time and ex- 
peri«ne<*, and be productive of 
mucii grind to tliecnminunity. 

rpoii ilic question to strike out 
the niiicty-tiiird sirctioii, the vote 
stood 11) in the affirmative, *ilO in 
the negative. 

Mr. Reerl tiieii moved that tbc 
*!tiw shtiiiid rqierute only prospec- 
tively, and that it should not dis. 
ckarge the debtor from any exist - 
ingi contract.s ; and supported his 
motion in a speerh, which was go. 
swered by Mr. Kerrien. 

Mr. Keed thought, that the .states 
had the power to pass iianksiipt 
Jaw.s, which slioiibl he pr(»spectivc 
m their operation ; that copgross 
^ad* no power to pass a bankrupt 
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law,operatin<]f rctrospecilivcly upon . ifact iisul br cntlic subject ol'mucli 
ctistinfr contracts, but is limited by avimadversioii, during the adrniiiis- 
the spirited' the inoiistitution to a trfilion of Mr. Monroe, frreat sen- 
similar power with that posjJfc.ss' d sat ion was produced by this piibli- 
by thg .states ; and that it would be cation ; and the vicf‘ president dc- 
safer to trust that species^ftf legis-* terniined to present the subject be- 
iation to tin? slate le{rishitur<;s. tore con;.n'e.ss, and to demand 
This construetion of the eoii«ti. an inve‘<lifr:ition, on the {ground 
tution was* not, however, deemed jhal tins accu'-alson Inul been 
tenable, and was rejeiH?d, after a pbu ed amon*: the refauds of tlie 
.short, discussion, by a <»f wjfr <lepartmeiit, rnid *had been 
to Iti. ^ rrnnh? the l.:tsiv af r,ilH.ial art>. 

• • After an ineileetuai .altruipt t*i On tie* ot Decernbi'r. lie 

1 e-con.si»icr the \oie on tin. nim-!\- acconlin^h utldror-ed u It itcr to 
third seetioiT, the lull was rejected the .s« cn lai*^ oj the senate, vaca- 
by a vote of *-.*0 to l.">. bis >oaf, titilil the subject. 

The next day, Pebi'iiary l.s*. tins was iiivesfiiiated, ami a letter liT 
yotc^ was reconsidered, and the bill Hie speaker ol‘ the bolide, em lo- 
\vti.s rccoinmitt<*d, wilhdireclionsio miiji tin* follow ni^ roimiiuuicatioij 
strikeout Mie O.'M seniori. 'Hns to the menilMi*. <.(“ tliai bod\. 
beirifi done, the iiue-fiou on im '* ^n nnpe]|ou«* seti.'-c of duty, 
pa.ssaae was ajrain taken : J*uf ha. and a saert d reMurd to the Imnour 
viiicr lost the supjmrt of Mr. Ben- of liie station w bu ll 1 occupy, coin- 
ton, of Mis.soiiri, andtlic fwoscna. pel me to approach vonr body in 
tor.s from Keiitticky, in eonse. ns bi;:b character id' prand inquest 
qticnee of .strikinjx out tlieninei\- of the nation, 
third section, the bill was rejected ** l'bari.*i’s Ijave b» i ii in:uli*acains( 
Ly a vote of 27 to VJl — ilie whole me of the ino>t serious uatifre. ami 
senate beinp present. , ^ which, if true, ouelit to «leL[radenie 

• from the Jii^h' station in wliich I 

iSborllv after the comim ucement have been placed itv ilie choice of 
of the session, an article ap|M'ared im fellow- riii-/.en<. and to consiirn 
in a newspaper, published at \lc\- im name to perpetual infamy. 
anUria, D. (\ intimating that one *• In clannm^ invo.stiiiatioii of the 
Mix, who liad hern rnuimiMl in a house. I am sensible that, under our 
certain contract made with the free and happy institutions, the 
war“ dejmrtincnt, while the ire conduct of public .servants is a fair 
president wa.s sccrelary of war, * t^uhjeqt of ilie clo.srsi^cnjtiny, and 
had ftcCii,HC(f him of being a pjiryci.* the freest remarks, and that a firm 
nator in its profits. As that con*’ 'and faitlifu) dischar::'’ of duty a: 

0 • * 
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fords, ordinarily, ampio protcctioli 
against political attacks ; but wlioii 
such attacks assu^nc the character 
of impeachable ofibiiccs. and be. 
come in some degree ofliciul, by 
being placed among the public re* 
cords, an officer thus assailed, how. 
ever base the iustruiiieuts used, if 
conscious of innocence, can loi»k 
for refuge only to the liall of the 
immediate representatives of (lie 
people. It is thuk I find tmself 
unexpectedly placed. 

“ On Wednesday niomirig la'«t, 
it was for the first liii'.e intimateil 
to me, that charges of a very se. 
rious nature against me were lodged 
in one of the (?xecutive depart, 
ments ; during the day, rumours 
from several quarters, to tlie sarnt- 
effect, reached me; Imt flu** first 
certain informal ion ofihoir charac- 
ter was received yesterday morn- 
ing through onv <d flic lieu .i|ia{ier'< 
of the district. It appears from ii!» 
statements, that I am accused of tho 
sordid and infamous r^'iuv'. of par- 
ticipating in the |>rofiis of eontrat is 
formed with the gov<rnnienl 
through the departom yt of unr, 
while I was intru'^icd with the dt'.. 
charge of its duties, and that liu* 
accusation has been otiieidiiy pre- 
sented as tfie basis of an oflicial act 
of the war departniejit, ainf con-^e- 
cpienlly to lie placed among its re- 
cords, as a !a*‘ling ^stigma on niy 
character, , . , . 

‘M'onseifUis of my entire iniio* 
r:en» f in thi’^.omJ every other piih-^ 


T 

.lie .act, and that I have ever been 
iiicupahle, in the performance of 
duly, of being ililluenci.l by any 
other motive than a sacred regard 
to the public interest, and re.solved, 
*us far Hs^human i-tl'ort can extend, 
to leave an imlaniished reputatioi. 
to posterity, J challenge the freest 
invest igath til of the iio ise, as the 
only means ellectualK to repel this 
premeditated attack to prostrate 
me. by desl roving ftu’, ever my 
rharacfiT. . 

•• .1. C. CAl.IIOrN, 

Virr VrtsuU nt of fh*- 
I nilffl Stiift s." 

rpoli tin; receipt rtf this emu 
inunication, Mr. h'lovd movetl thm 
it he relerred to a .seleru commit' 
tr-i:, with powi rlo sruid lor pi rsttiis 
and p.'ipr rs, vvhic li motion u is car 
rir ri ; atnl a commi{i»'»- of s» \on 
vvuN apponiied for tiial putpiise. 

Aln r a long and lahoiioU'- « xa 
mination, whii'h lasti'r] a goi ,it por- 
titiii ol llie «»iou, lln- coinmittei' 
marie a rt-port, stating tlial no 
eharg/ '; against lln* \ici- pn-snlrui' 
liad In-i-n placini among tlie n-conjs 
of tin- war department : hut liiat, on 
tin; roiitrarv, tin’ aci U'-atioii of Mix 
was ri’garrled h\ I hr- prr seii! se 
r ii tarv rifwarfMr. riarhoiir) as a 
base caliiini.' : and ihal, so far from 
having Ina n in nle the basis of atl 
fiffn^al ai l, llie >» ereJarv ol v- ai in 
fornn rl tin* vm’c j»rr sifiinl. through 

* a iniiliial fneinl. of tin- hght in 

* which In: viewer! the <*huigr', and 
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tlie coiiiotnpluoiis inaninM-in which^ arose between ibe nieml>ers of the 


Itc had treated it^ before tlie^vice 
))resideii4 had made :iiiy eommiiiii- 
<*ation totlie house. 'I'lie etfmmit- 
tu<?, liavin;f tlius jierlormed ihe duty 
.issij»ned lo lliem as to ll^we 'J|iee.i« 
,lir. points, wcyit on to eviiitiine into 
the chariie itself: and afirT evenl- 
patin^ lhe,\iee pie-iident ftoni ha- 
vin^ :in\ partieijiatnm in ihe^uotits 
of that, or an\ otlin* eoutrm t. they 
staled tlu‘ tans reMillinif from their 
i-VainlM.ltinM ol liie^ U 
Kmm these it apjaared, (hat the 
eonlraet wis 'liuiied into lour 
shares, at the iim* , or sh«>riiv after 
it was niiid<‘, iKiwei'n Mtij.ih Mix. 
ti. Ji .liMinines, ( ', \ aiitlexenier. 
llie <*|»ief ell r!v in tlie war liepari. 
ment, aiulToiie petxon wiio<«e name 
• onld not he as.-rrlaiiied. 'fhe eha. 
raefer ot Mix, toe nmii :i«;^Mr him- 
was ileenied *nt inf.iiuous, that 
ills aea' inn: nt' (he iransaeiioii was 
I ejected, and it could not he asei r- 
taiiied from the othiT wifiie>.>fs, 
who was the seiTei paruuT. It 
was, however, shown io t!»e s.i- 

tisfaelion of the ronimitle(\ that 

• • 

it tvas not iheviei’ pre>ident. 'I'he 
report hat ins h«*en read hv the 
clerk ; Mr. Klovd, one of the com- 
mitleo, rose and olfered a rejiort, 
•frawn up hy liimself, wliieli dilfcr- 
•f‘d from the report of the committee, 
chiefly as to the deon’e of Inrpi- 
-tmni iiiijuiled to Mix, and as ihe 
minuteness witii which the cirniiii- 
stiintri!^, cxViiipntin^' the vice pre^ 
<*wb‘nt. were det:iite<i. .‘^ome delmto 


i;r>inniiUee as lo the diftererice be- 
tw'ceii tin* reports, and tbo house, 
without any olijeciions beinrr made 
to tl»f* planting leave, permitted 
Mr. I’loyd to present iiis report, 
and ordered it to be printed. A 
protest to the procecflinp.s of the 
enrnmiliee was' also presented bx* 
Mr. MMJntlie, who acted in behalf 
of ihevici* president dhring the in- 
vcNtiiration, and was irahsinitted by 
lie- ^.•*•llmhltlre to the house withoiii 
eomtnent : hnt tlie house n fused to 
Hia\e It read! hy a vi-tc of hi to 78 . 

\ motion was tin n made to print 
the doenments, hnr it was negif. 
xi\ed withnin a count. 'Fhe only 
eiii et of this impiirv seems lo have 
heen. that eerlain ofiiceis of the 
government wi.re dismissed hy the 
pii.‘'«i.lrhf, upon the report of the 
eomiiiifo o : and a gouieral iinpres. 
>ion prevaih^ll, lh;u tlu* vice pre- 
sident was nuneeessarily sensitive 
loan aceu'.atioii. which might have 
been pi^ftperU di-reganitjd, whe- 
tiler be Considered the chafacter of 
the accuser, or the manner in 
which tin; ckarp*' was treated by 
Ins snci*i's..i»r. 

• • • 

Another topie, productive of much 
unnecessary excilcmciii. was in- 
iroiliiced into the bouse of reprr. 
seiitivcs by Mr. Saunders, of Noriii 
(’andina, on the IlNt of .lainiarv. 
^n t|ie .shape of resolution 
for information. Resolutions ol 
' ibis cliararfcr are of such fre- 
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qurnt occurroncr, tlmt it is dill'K passed rarli sr><sion, in ihc .^ovoial 
cult to ascertain, wli«?ther they ar/^ sta!«fs, S’J m'vvs|»i.ipcrs were employ - 
moved with the v^ew of alliirdiiig ml each of which rcceiv/al from 
information to conj^ross, on any yHHt Jo .^JOD per uuniim, on that 
subject properly within its co^ni- account. 

zance; or merely of furnishino sus • After *.^10 appointment of Mr. 
tciiance and aliment to party spirit. (May, as secretar) of stale, in the 
Even w’here the latter is the real exiucisc of his oliicial discretion, 
motive, it may be so covered under he transferred the pub|jc print intr 
the ostensible purpose of infornun;^ from four of tlie jtmrnals, employed 
the public of the movements of the by Ins predecessor, to four other 
government, that il is dilficiilt to newspapeis iu ihe same states. In 
refuse any call for inlormiilioii, ihn.^Mtf ilii^c iiisiimccs, it Imppni- 
iipon any defensible ground. Still ed that the papers, from which the 
there are resolutions of a naiiiio olfir.ial patronage wu> -taken, were 
so purely political, andso obvious. vioU-nt r-pposiuoii papers; and the 
ly belonging to the party ipie.stions e.vt p-ise of Ins tulieial disereiion 
of llio day, that tln'v eannot he eii- m tlii'- in.iiiiier, was lepJ■e^eIlled as 
tertainod by the national b iii^la. an atltjinpt to eorropt the publi«. 
lure, w itliout losing sight of its dig- pri '-. 

nit), and convoiling if info a mere .Mm li n* tin; surprise of all rc'. 
eluh for pnr(i>.UHiebate.'., and per- ik i’iing .iin ii, i!ie house ol‘ repr('. 
sonal ilisputcs. 'I’his was einpha- .'•eniativi-s cntiriaundiheju-opos;- 
tically the ca-'j wiffi Jn* re-iointi^ui 'I'iiui ; and fiintiigh the whole 
in (piestion. nionih ot' I'ebrn.ir^ , the iioiir alloited 

For the purpose of bringing llie e.ieb n iv to the f!isni>sif,ij <d’ reso- 
motives ^ot llie secretary c»t state lnli»>ii<, wa'i eon.-imii d m spin'cbes 
into aujf icion, in the seleetioii of on thi'* levolniifni, eiiber in lienun- 
tiiose newspapers in wlncli the eiaiion^ of the pi ismi-', and inea- 
laws of congress ,we*iy* directed in Mire> of tin- pn -ent administration; 
be pijhli>lied ; Mr. tSaunders moved, or in v« nlpuiing tlieni from the 
Miat the se^n.-iary of stale coinmii- eliarges of ilie opposition. Thereso- 
nicute to the hou.se a list ol all 1111*011 remainefl undeeided on the 
.such p.'ipeTs, and also a list of any lahh-, at tin: elo-f of the ses.sion : 
changes made iiy him, in tiie* news- but its introduction anioiig the to- 
papers publishing tile laws, and pii:.s, wideli ouglit to oe,cup\ the, 
the reason of each change. attention of i-ongress; the manner 

It appeared^ upon 'rivejtigjjtion,, *in which it was diMai.ssei IT And the 
that ill pursuance c’fan act direct- i riiuimitioii, rfferiiiiinatibii, aud.per. 
ing the publication of tin- laws sonal ipiari' ls growing out of the 
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inflicted a wound dii Iho .Inind, L'overnor TroiJp ordered 


drdiJiriu tcr <»!' ihc Jioiisi.*, which riia. 
tcnuli\ Jin|)aircil ifs standing in iho 
)mh)u; ('stiiiAilioa. t 

In the Inst V(>hiiii){, a .s|v-cinrt av- 
conrit \N.is^i\cn ul tli*’ finuin ol’ tlic 
ih>|»nli' hclwccii ihc staii; of (icor- 
^ia and fin* g«;n«‘ial govcrii- 
jnonl ; (pages ri-’ftll) andiiin opi-* 
nion was i-xpres'ied that ail* the 
< laims nt’ ( irur^ia, aiiaiii'^t the I ni- 

led Slilie-s, oil in'eriunf ot’ flu* 

• • 
huloiiging to the < reeli tribes, hav. 

ilig heeii |)\ the treats of the 

J‘id \piil. the hiisin**.s 

nti<j[ht he eoii'-ideied as haptnis 
*^fernnnaled. 'I’h* eojnlnet .if the i 
conxt.ifnied a'lthoniies of tli.il '•tate, 
after tlie ratifieatn.ti of that treats, 
show that we had not jusils appre- 
ciated the motives iis whiel, they 
^w'ere aelnafed iti iliis eoiitrosi-rss , 
so degrading to tjje eliaraeter of 
tlie slate, and so threalemng to the 
harmony of the union. 

hislead ol'waiimg. muil tlie t ‘reek 
(rihes had remosed li.fm their ee. 
deil lands, M.n,.rnitr 'I'loMp .oiiered 
tile siirveviii-; tmpl<»sed li\ him. 
to enter tin- Indian lerritorn's. amt 
to eoinmenee ili' ii snrsess, pre- 
siuns totiie time preseiilied li^ the 
•irealy for iln /r lemovai. The In- 
dian ehn-l's, relsmg upon the i'.iiih 
ol the I’mled Slates, protesied 
apaiiisi any (‘iieriMehmei^ upon 
llieir»*ii7iniidarics hefnre tln’ difs 
u^rntid upon ; and llireateiicd jn 
jiri'veiil tlu* siirse^ors from yi^*; 
eceding l»y force. On tlic other 


^out a militia force, to support the 
horsey ors. In this posture of af- 
fairs, sshen.fi hostile collision 
.‘•eeiiied inevilahle, and under cir* 
cunisiauces which placed the 
wliites clearly in the wrong, the 
president determined to enforce the 
laws of the imi'on, for the purpose 
of preventing such collision, and to 
4ulmiit tike w hohr Kulijoci to congress, 
in order to liav(‘ it determined, w'h€- 
till r ;ni\ new meusiii-es were nc- 

reswary iik the conjuncture. On 
, the r»th o^»rehruary, he according. 
Is traiiMnilted to both houses the 
follow ing inc.ssagfi ; • 

To fht St'tmfr i/nd ffnusr of Rrprc- 
smltt'in s Ilf th' (’nifnt 
. U v-iiiM.rov, nih l''el>. 

I submit to the eimsideration of 
eongri‘ss. a b-ticr from tlic agent 
ol'tlie rmtint States with llko ('reek 
Indians. s\lni insoke tiic protection 
of tlie gus eminent of the Tnited 

States. Ilk .If em e of tin* rights and 
• 0 • 
lenii.us •‘i rsiii d to tlialitiaiion by 

the ire.its eoikflinled at Wasliiiig- 
toM ; and •ratilieii, on the part of 
the I m'.ed .'States, on tlic twenty, 
-.ei’oiid ol \pril*la>l. • • 

Tiie eomplamt set forth in this 
h tfei-. that '.nrvesors t'rom (icor- 
gia lfa\- lieeik cnijiho ed iii survey- 
nig lands w*ihm tin* Imlnm lerriio- 
rs, as heeiired hs that treats, isau. 
tiieiiticated * bs iiit'onliation inotfi. 
ciaAv rereised I'rom other ijuar- 
Icrs, and there is reason to believe 
that one or more of the surveyors 
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have been arrested in their pro}?ress 
by the Indians. 'riii*ir t'orhrar- 
ance. and reliance ii[ion ihe iioud 
fuith of the liiiiled mil, it 

is hoped, avert scenes of violence 
and blood, which there is other- 
wise too much cause to apprehend, 
will result i'rom these proceed- 
ings. 

By the fifth section of tlie act of 
congress, of the ilOtii of .March. 
1802, to regulate (r;«ih.‘ and inicr- 
coursc with the Indian rida s, and 
to preserve j)eace on iln- fn«ntiiT>, 
it is provided, ihut if unv,citi/i‘n of, . 
or other pirsnti rcsidciji in, the 

U'.iited Stan'<, .shall make a .sc'tle. 
mem on any lainls liclmi^iu:!, or 
secured, or granted l»v treaty >Mih 
the I’liiKtd States, to anv Indian 
tribe ; or shall Mirvc) , or atti Mii.i 
to survey, such lands, or de^iiiiiaic 
any of the houinlanes, h\ niarking 
trees or othersvisc, sficli oiii ioicr 
shall forfeit a snin not exceeding' 
one thousand dollars, and sutler 
imprisonment not exceeding iwelva; 
months. 4)y the Ithh and 17th see. 
lions of the same statute, two dis- 
tinct processes arp jrtv ■'•< rihc»l, hy 
cither or both of which, the alK.\e 
dViactinent hiay fie carried itii«i 
execution. By the fir^'t, it i- de. 
dared to ho iawtiil for the militarv 
force of the I'nited Siatcs ir, ap, 
prehend every person found in the 
Indian country, over and he\«#nd 




mediately to convoy them, in the 
nearest coiivmiient and safe route* 
to ilie civil authority (d' the United 
Siate.Sji in Millie one «f the three 
next adjoining siat« s or disincis, to 
he proiK'^ded against in du<? 
Course of law. 

By the scr-oiid, it is ilireetod, 
that, if any person charged with a 
violaiioii of any of the provisions 
or n'‘gnlaMoiis of ihe act, shall lie 
found Wilhiii any of (he l ulled 
Slates, or either of their lenaioiial 
disiricis, siieli ollmder mav he 
mere a|»pM In iideil, aivd iToiielil 

lo inai in liic same m. inner as if 
sui ii crime or oliem e had been 
conmiilleii w idnn siich state or dis- 
inci : ami that it shall he the diitv 
of till iiiilitarv force of the 1 mted 
S.a!es. whin called tipon 1>\ the 
civil maeistiaies, or any propr-r of- 
tii cr, or pihcr peison diiiv autho- 
ri/eil for the imijnise, and having 
a lawful warrant, to airi and assist 
such magistrates, otlicers, or other 
persons s,, aiiihon/iMl, m arresting 
siieh oti'eiiilt'r, and conumtling him 
to safe ciisiody for trial, aecordiug 
to law. r 

'I'lie first o|’ ilo '.o j.rncf ssfw IS 
adapted to liie arrest ot the tr«‘.wpaK. 
ser Ijpiiii imhaii lerritorie'i, on the 
spot, and III the art of eoinmitlin^ 
the oli'enee. But, as it applies the 
aeiifiij III the guveriimenl of the 
I niteik States to places vvliere tiie 
ihft boundary ^ line belwc/m the ^/ivil process of the iavv Ini^ no an- 
United Htalcii and the Indian trihes, tkon^.ed course; it is conimittml en- 
in violation of any of the provision.s to the tiimiiori.s of the inilifit . 

or regtilafiont of the act ; tfnd iin- rv force to iirrcsl lie* pi'rson of the 
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ofFoiHJor ; ami, afh r lirinjrincr l)im 
•within flic rcarfml' thr jnriviljriion 
(»f the roiirls, liiPic to «h'livi‘r him 
into (MistiHl\*t'or trial. 'I'Im 
makers tin- viohiinr ut' tin* lau aim*- 
nahlc only alicr his ^H.-n«-c h;fs 
0 bcini corisogirnalfii, aial uImm in* 
has rctnrnoil wiihin iIm* ri\il jorls- 
(lirtion ntitln- nnion. 'I'liis |ir(jc‘( '», 
in the first insiiuncj is nirrMs of a 
civjl character, hut may, in*lik‘- 
manner^ he ciifoiriMl, h\ l ailinirin, 

. if ncressary, tin' aiiljit the inilila- 
i y force. • 

Kntertahiin^r rio (hiuht iltai, in • 
the [tlTSCIll riiM , tin- ^"011 to i‘i. 
tlierof these inodes of jH'ort *.s. i»r 
fo^ holh, uas within the di'»en tion • 
■ of the. exeruiivo anthoi ii s. and |>e. 
netrated with tlie duty td' inaintain- 
iiij' the nyliN of ihe Indians, as 
smiireil hoth h\ the irea^N and ilie 
.law, I eonchnled, .'ilier lull thdihe. 
ration, to have reeonr':t' on tlii'i 
occasitni, ill the first insiunce, oiil\ 
to the civil pp.iccss, Itislrue. 
tions have acrordiiiiily been ei\('u 
hy the secretar\ »il' war, to the 
attoi'iiev and inarsinil of the rin- 
WhI Stales, ill the distnet of (iror- 
^ia, ifi coinineiu'c jnosecutions 
against the survexors coiindam- 
ed of as having \ioliled ihe*law, 
‘“while orders have at the saiiie lime 
. been forwarded to tin’ .liient of 
the Ihiited States, at once, ti* as- 
sfire the indiaiis, ilial them rielils. 
foiiutied U{ion the, treat) and tl*e^ 
lajv,* are* reco<riii'/rd hy thjs ^i- 
-'Wcriiinenl, and will he fuilhfjiTlv 


•firntected ; and earnestly to ex- 
Jior» ihofii, li\ I},,; f.n! e'lranro of 
e\er\ aei uf' ^lostility on their 
part, to j)r« si.|V(‘. nnimpfii'e'’, that 
ri^l't to |.ro<e« ‘ioi , '•eenred to 
f ein h\ the .-aen'd id'-iio*- fd‘ the 
eood faiiii ol till" nanon. i Opies 
ofilii ’ii* instnu iion." ami onter^are 
hen with iran.tihiMed n^ r-oijtrress. 

In ah.stilinintr. at tins sta»c of 
♦In; prin ei (imL^«. fri»»ii the appli. 
ration of an\ •miliiar) ti tree, 1 have 
lieen novt rned by considerations 
whn'h will. I inisi. meet he con. 
inria m e ^tt‘ h*’ h‘j;i.!,i:nre. Ami^n:' 
iheiu. oin* ot' ji.ii-. in...n». Mii|>tirt. 
nin e Ine^ been, linn tlie"e snrxvys 
haxe been aHempiiti, and partly 
elli cled, ninlei cnliair ot lejial ail- 
thorii) from the ihe slate of (ieor. 
ili.'x. I’lial ilie .siirNe\«»r> are tliere. 
lore not !•» he viewed in the lijLdit of 
iinhvidnal ami <oliiar> triins;rres> 
sol's, hill ajfllie a;iems ol' a sovc- 
rei^rii stale, aen»«r in oliedicnce to 
ainliont) wlnclithev believed to he 

iMiidin;: npiin tiiein. Intimations 
• • • 
had li* » n iztven, that, should they 

meet witii iniernipluin, the) would, 

at all liu/Tirds, he sustained bv the 

inihtar) force of the stale ; in 

winch event, it* lie tnflilar) forcet)f 

the nmon shoiild liave been em- 

plfiyed t«» enforce its violated law, 

a conllict iniisi have ensued, which 

vvimld, in 'itself, liave *inllicted a 

wound iijion the union, and have 

presenledtfie aspciioVone of these 

confederated .states at war w ith the 

rest. .Vnxious', ahove all. to avert 



ANNUAL RKCilSTKR, 


this state ot'tlun{;s, yet, at the same • 
time, impressed with the deepest, 
conviction of iny own «iuty,to!ake 
care that the laws shall he exeni. 
ted, and the faith of the nation pre. 
served, [ have used, of the meahs 
intrusted to the exeeutive for that 
purpose, only ihost? wliieh, without 
resorting to military force, may 
vindicate the sanctity of the law, 
by the ordintrry agency of tlie ju- 
dicial tribunals. « 

It ought not, however, to he dis- 

guised, that the act of the leaisia. 

ture of (ieorgia, under*, tlie con- 
struction given to it by the gfoeni- 
or«of that state, and the surveys 
made, or attempted, by his authori- 
ty, beyond the boundary sectired 
by the treaty of Washington, of 
April last, to the Creek Induitis, 
arc in direct violation of the sti- 
preme law of this land, set f(»rth in 
a treaty, which has received all the 
sanctions providG<i by the crmstitu. 
lion, wliich we. have been sworn to 
support and maintain. 

Happily distributed as the sove- 
reign powers of the people of this 
union have been, bctweeri their gc- 
ncral and state governments, their 
history has already loo fjften pre- 
sented collisions between these di- 
vided authorities, with regard to the 
extent of their respective powers. 
No instance, however, lias hitlicrto 
occurred, in which this collision 
has been urged^ into a* eoiijlici of 
actual force. No other ease is 
known to have happened, in which 


the application ofniiiitar\ ibrco by 
the gpvernmcnt of tin; untiMi lias 
been prcsenlM'd for the i iforce- 
meiit ol'u law, tlie vmlalinn of wbiidi 
has, wiiliin any >iiigle state, been 
pfe.Merib«-i-> Jiy a leirislutive act of 
the stau-. In tlie present instance, 
it is in\ duly to say, that, if llie le- 
gislative and e\eciili\(' a)illiitrilie> 
of tin* s?ute oftirurgia. slioiibl per. 
seve*/e in aeis of encroar liment. 
upon tin* t**rri:orn'> srciin-d bv a 
solemn tre:it\ to the imliiuis, and 
the law*^ nf the uiiioih irinaiii liii- 
allcn*d, a supi-niddetl ohliijsition. 
even higher ili.m that of buman au 
tbority, will compel the executive 
of the I 'mted Stales to euforcf* tin* 
laws, ami fulfil ibe dutif'sot tin* ua. 
tion, by all the i’ori e I'omiuiUed for 
tliat piirpr)He to bis ebarge. 'fbat 
tin* arm of military torre will be 
resorted to only m the i*vent of ihc 
failure of at! ollim* expedients pro- 
vided by the law<. a pledge Ija- 
bei’ii given, by lln* t’oiln a ranee t(\ 
employ it at this nnn . Ii is .*.nb* 
initted to till' wisdom of congn ss. 
to determine, whelber anv further 
.art of legislation may be iieressar'* 
or expedient, to meet tin- emergen- 
ry whieh these transactions may 
produce. 

.loiiN Qi i\f v Ahams. 

IJpofi tlie reeeipt oftlii.s me.'-'sagi*, 
the groftteHi exeiteini'iit was nianV 
Jiffsted in both branrhes of Hie con- 
giCSHj In the .st'nale, Mr. Ilei.ien, 
ofCteorgia, moved that tin* message 
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i)C rel'crrcMl to u select crtiiiiiuttc<\. 
on the ground ; Uiiit iuasinuch us 
the presiideiit of the Uniletl States 
liud threatened to resort to nfilitary 
force, before any judicial decision 
was obtained upon tiio y|jt'Stion iA 
di.s|>ute, it l^ecaine a (luc stion of 
nj'eat iinporlauce f<j all the incin- 
bersoftliv confederaev. That it 
was unheard of, to "ilius prfjudi^e 
tiie riglits of one ol' tlie soven*lirii 
Males ; and liiat the conduct of tin; 
4jX0CUlive liad hcoii lia-ji v aiul o\i.i- 

bearing towaiiis (it’iirLjia. lie >ait), 

tiiut he felt* lii:.i>elf faile«l iij.on to 
vindicate the ciiai acicr oftl.e stalo. 
which he represi'uted. If this mea- 
sure;. was calculated t(» rli.sturh the 
'harmony of the tinion, lie re«juos(fd 
the senate to bear ^Mllle^.s. that 
tJeorj'ia was not tin* actor on this 
occasion. She had not rc'wved the 
-..wnlreversy. She only acted un- 
der a .stale law, jiassetl at a time 
wjieii, by treaty, she had acquire<l 
undisputed doininioii u>er ail the 
lands within her chartered limits, 
in coiifurinity willi the principles 
avowoil hv those senatorj:. 

^a\c their sanction to the instru- 
ment revoking the treaty allud(;d 
to. No «»ne «]uostioned, at that 
time, that (jeor^ia hud an in. 
'rTispulahle, vested interest in the 
•]and.s conveyed by that treaty, 
which coidd not be touched without 
her consent. • 

These stuitinients, he asserted, 
then, jh'ovailcd in the senate, 

^ho' inquired, wliy this resort to 


hi'iiis was tlii'eatciicd. Had (icor- 
l^ia refused to .submit to civil audio, 
rity ? She luifi f ot. What motive 
then, he asked; had caused this sub- 
jecl to be obtruded upon the har- 
mony of our councils ? He agreed, 
that it wa.- a firebrand, but (leorgia 
had not tiirnwii it. 

While ^I^. f'ciTien tlm- wanniv 
attacked llu* conduct of the general 
jiT)V«Tnii!cnf. luj .■?eMalfTr set inc-d to 
be prepaied tft au^wcr lii.s argil- 
iiienis. orndiite hi> .sratcrneiits, and 
:i cnniinilh’t.*, of ^Ir.ssrs. 

iiciitoii, l>(.cricn. Van Huron, .Sniitli 
ot‘ .S:»uth Carolma, arnl Harri.snn, 
was appointed !*> take die subject 
*lnto coii>idcratiou. I’his eoinniit- 
tce. ».ui tlic fust of March, made a 
report. >etring forth the .grounds 
taken by tlie presi»lcnf, as well as 
those a.ssutneil by tlm governor of 
Cieorgia. with an elaborate vindi- 
cation of the coniUtet of that state 
in the controversy, ami an implied 
ceuMin* upiiu tlie pre-'ident, fm* 
threateiiuiiiyo emplox the*iuiiilary 
t«> eidbrci* the laws of the riiiuu. 
It roneluded with a resolution, re- 
questing Uu' H'xicutive to continue 

Ids exertions, t«> obtain from the 

• • • 

('rt?eks a relmqui.shment of all 
their lands within the iiniils ot 
licorgia. This report, being brought 
ill Just hefor»;lhe iid jourryncnf of 
congress, xvas not railed up for eon- 
.sideralion, aipi laid on the table 
«vitluHit iMiy d«*eisioti#ipon its priii- 
ciples and statements. 

’ In the, house of representatives 
|0 
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the inessiigu mcl with a diilbrcnt, 
reception. ^ 

Mr. Forsyth, of (io(ir«in, at- 
tempted, upon a motion to refer the 
message to u committee of the 
whole, to vindicate the oondiiet of 
the governor of (ieorgia. lie 
said, that he rejedeed tliat llio eir- 
eumstaiices of the case were pro- 
sented to the iumse, in sucit a man- 
ner. as to compel it to render i 
solemn decision h<*t\vei ii the na- 
tionul go\ernment, and tlm state of 
Georgia, lie could not, howevn. 
consent to sit and hc^r (piietlv,. 
charges brouglit forward in tlo: 
nftssage against the autimnlies of 
the state, whicdi he represented.# 
They had done nothing, wlneii 
violated the constiliition of the 
counlry. This he wouhl say in 

the face of the e\eeiiii\c. (Jlore 
Mr. I\ was called lr) nnler, hut ihe 
.’jpeaker decided, that Pie w.i?. in or- 
der. ) lie tlieii procm.-dt d to sav. 
that he rejoiced, that tin: evemtive 
had not <;irinceived it to jie hm liiity 
to inake*his appeal at this time t<> 
military force ; and denied the con- 
stitutional authority' tr^ihiyilny sneh 
force, either in the present c;ise, 
or any other, which had occurred 
within the stale of (leorgia. 

The govf;nior had acted urid«;r 
the authority of the slate, nifd had 
exercised otdy tlie discretionary 
power inveslerj in him hy the laws. 
He hatl Hcfei^ iiridf'r rights, exer-^ 
ciM;d in every part of the iirnori,an(l 


only resisted in the ca&c of 
Georgia. 

Mr. Fowell in((uircd, wiiplher he 
(Mr. F.) anticipated any Icgislu- 
lion in reference to llie message 
j*isl recei>/,d. 

Mr. Foisvlh replied, that he did 
not, and iiisisiiMl that no Irgislatioii 
on till' suhjfel, fuuhl hr necessary 
or projter. Mr eonsidrretl the e\. 
rciivive, as a'ikmg the opinion ot' tin, 
hiiu.se ill relation to certain rights 
of the state of (ifortiia. 

If It should he in favour of lho.s«. 
rights, no other act liiaii a declara 
(ion of such opinion, ni’ed ensue. 
ViTV false imprcvssions were eii- 
tertaiiif'd in this matti r. It was 
only for the I mted Statr-^ to will, 
ami her will woultl Im; nhevrd. 
'I'iirir was nolliiiig ti* la; appp - 
iic'ii ird. if the lime ral goveinmenl 
did jiiii iiiieih't'r. anil, iinilrr tin.' 
.NCinhlaiier ol pinO I Hull. .•.luiiiilaU; 
ill!' Iiidiiins In rc''i'*iain I of the 
.st.iir auiiioniM Ml liic ilillii iil- 
tns in tins ici-iii! '--, ijad hrrii 
eaii-'-ed li\ riM' m * ili icm «■. I’liosr* 
unfoiluna''' In, in^- u^.>iiil h;i\r long 
.•oinre done tinn to t'le 

(oiiiitrv and to tlirni'i hr^, had It 
not hrrn lor llir hasr m; rlerriiro 
id’ihfamoii'k will!'’ iiii'ti, e\er< i''iiig 
an iniluener over them. Ur m i ' 
orils n;fef to I hr hase and infamous 
coiiduet (•f tliosr, who came to this 
city hi^t winliM' with till- Indian.s. uii- 
*dertlieprrU'm e ofproirctuigthcm. 
There was no'iiccessiiy of tV.rljit r 
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oil llio subject, 
rijilits of the Iiuliuns luid lu;c?n vio- 
latoiK laws provided an 

ample remeik, and the court#! oftlie 
United Stales were oA*ii to tliein. 

'I’f) ihis e\tiaonlin;V^» spf‘ecl4, 
(\vtr:ior(lii)ar\ in srnfinit'nf.and 
tor tin* t’eelino iniinilrsied towards 
the jreneral {fov(‘rnment, Mr. Weh- 
serf nwle ihe tollowiiiir repk : * 

lie was not mncli conccwied 
what course this coininiinication 
sliould laki' : hut in* was not williie.' 
that it should he ^upini-ed, citljer 
lien? or elsfwherf, that there evi>t. 
ed an entire uiia'iiinilv <d' opinion 
with the oi'iitletn.m iiotn (ieofaja 
'oiHhis .'ufij<'ct. 'riiH gentleman 
x^nuisl Know, tiiat there were two 
."ides to the i|Ue''ioii heiwren the 
I nileil .SfMte-- and < ieor;^i.i : and he 
would tell him rli.n tiu're existed 
two opinions a|.o, not onl\ on that 
ipicstion, hut on the roiiduct wliirii 
that gentleman liad designated as 
'• base and int'ainoiis," 

*riie «;<!nth'in:in had told the 
house, th.-il iiotliiii:' had prevented 
••\erv tiling Irom noiii}; riulit in 
tiT’oruia, hilt the intei I'erencc <fl’ 
the £;»‘m;ral ijox eminent ; and ho 
iiad denoiineed sueli interiereniV*. 
sayinji, in etleet, “ hands oll'lof the 
• ■j resent ; leave the Indians to tlic 
^ remedy of the eonrts.” 

But lie would inlorin that "entle* 
man, that if there were rij^hts of 
the IwITalis which the United State* 


the country, vviio would take llitn 
|iart. If wc have hound ourselves 
by any treaty lo^do certain things, 
we must fiiltil such obligations. 
High words will not terrifv u.s — 
htiid declamation will not deter us, 
liorn the di.schargc of that duty. 
Kor myself, said Mr. W. the ri^hi 
of the parties in this question shall 
be fully and fairly exaniiiiud, and 
-i#f)ne of them with in#re calmness 
than the rights of (leorgin. In my 
own e*unsi* in tliis matter. I shall 
not he diei.iti tl to hy an\ slate, or 
,ihe rf‘j)rc's»iitfitlve of any state, or 
this tioor. I shall not he friiihlcn. 
I (I trnni my purposi': nor will I snA* 
.for harsh lani.'iKi;»e to produce any 
re-action mi my mmd. I will ev 
amine w l;h ^I' at and •'qual I'are. all 
the.nuhts ot' luitli juirtics. Oeca. 
sioii h.id luM ii taki II, on tlif mere 
question of releronee of' this enm- 
mimicaiion, would not say for 
arguineiU ; hut for the assumption 
of a position, as a m.ailf r perfeetly 
|dain and indisputnhle, tii.tl the go. 
vernment Inul been all in the wrong 
in this question, and (ioorgia all in 
the right. ’JCorJiis own part, he 
said, lio did not care, whether 
the connnunicat/?in diiNir did net? 
go to a committee of tlie wliole on 
the state of the union, nor how soon 
it wi-ih tliere, and was there taken 
«p for discussion. When he went 
into tliat committee, he should go 
^tliere, m^it inh spirit of fontroversy 
nor yet in a spirit of siihinis.sion 


wcrcdbountl to proivct, that therg 
w.crc those in that house, and ifi. hut inn spirit of inquiry, calmly 
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and dtdihoraiciy to ovainino tlw; 
circuni!$taucos of the case, and to 
investigate the rights of all parties 
concerned. He kad made these 
few remarks, to give the gentleman 
from Georgia to understand, that it 
was not by bold denunciation, nor 
by bold assumption, that tlie mem- 
bers of this house are to be inilueneed 
in their decision oniiigli public con- 
cerns. , 

• Mr. FoBsvrn said, lliat he hud 
not, to his knowledge, denouncet! 
the house, or any gentloiiian in it; 
nor had he attempted tQ dictate to 
the hou>e. or to any metnher of it. 
It^was, however, peifoclly iiatunil. 
that a representative from Georfria, 
tho governinent (ifw lurli wrn here 
arraigned, should liave, aiifl, ha- 
ving, sliofild indulge, sjuuf: I'f.ehug 
on the Mihjeri. 'fhe lioiioiiruhh* 
member from .Mussaeluir-efts, in- 
deed, ini^ht very well^ljc <'alru and 
unmoved : he did not re-ide near 
the scene of action ; tlu' people of 
his .state wtis far reino\e<l, and liad 
no rcasoj to dread the ♦*a\*onel at 
their throats, it was <pnte natural, 
that that gentleman .shoiildhecahn 
and dispassionate, 'amf prepared to 
take a cool^nd esrnposeil view of 
this subject ; but the representatives 
from Georgia did not feel so. We 
feel very dilferenily , >aid Mj. I*\, 
and wherr I I’cel, I wiIVnut attf:rn(*t 
to conceal my lecding. Our riglifs 
have been violated, and their vio- 
lation has becif madekm>wn trfthis 
houve ; and our appeal Ikih not been 


regarded. All we asik is, that the 
Case sliould have a fair iiivestiga- 
lion ; and it is even possible — pos- 
sible, but iK>t prol)ah^J; — that the 
gentleman fa.mi Massachusetts, uf- 
t^r such a^ investigation, might 
feel with uss. 

Tiio gentleman from Massacliu- 
setLs says ho will investigate 1 he sub- 
ject : w;hieh imbibes that he lias not 
.yet done so; but he (Mr. F.) hail 
examined it thoroughly. He was 
prepared to lui into the di'cussion 
of it in commiltee of ihe whole ; lo 
do so dispa»ionalely, if it were lu . 
cossary, f(i>r they. ton. could siiji. 
jire-s tlieir feelings win n eirenia- 
>lanees required, ) hut if not, tfie\ 
>honid aiel WtUlId e\|)ir« then 
feeling-!, inttwiili.-tunilnig it luigla 
draw 4l(»wn iiimiu ihini liie \rv\ 
dispa**sii»nate ri ii..uir of tin; gm- 
fleman from Masi-aebuiefts. 

Mi. IIaii.i; i*\[ire-ised a hoj»*'. 
that lh«* eiimmunicalion would go 
to a ri.mnMiliM’ uftlii- whoh*. W lien 
a -nl>j»;et of ll-.i-! kiful w.l^ tonrhed. 
It Mhrateii .rm otln r i iiord- tiiaii 
fho-e of tlie |»;irli» ^ ininiedialt i\ 
r^niei-nfi'd. Sf\i ral of the >tiilc;s 
had already t \» rei>* d llieir right- 
•i\^r the lndian< wjfhin their ehar- 
tered limits, and ^ll-^i'•M|*|li intend- 
ed shortly to loDww tin- example 
and lie could a-surrthf' gentleiunn 
from Georgia tiiat, if the havoiU'ts 
of tlie^rciiiTid governmtMit shoiiJd 
on this nccount he turneik against 
any of the slate, s, m wonbl spoediK 
find fts friend- rallying around u. 
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Ml tlio alsiiCM, siluatcJ as (it-oruia iuiisi mil tht fjfiiitlernaiil’rom Missis 


WHS, claimc'd llnj sovcrt.‘i«imv 
the whole oxlont oT their ehaft* i' 
cd limits, '(liev had lorhoyn* as 
loiijr a« they taadd ; iiilun* 

destiflirs of tin* Iiidiaii4 dieir 
(lire loeatioii uitd civdizalittii, •*>' 
th«:ir lioal cxfliinuMi, must somi he 
decided tm. ’rijn..f ii'H slmii'' 

AVfie iiivid^i'd : Isi, tlu' |iov\^*rs <d‘ 
the ^f'lK'itd iiuvcrmiii'iit du- 

liinitS) (»r a state ; V.M. the j»u\v«*r ul 
die slale.-f to h‘;ii>'lale \\ ifliiii tlu ir 
own chartered liimi-:* and ^Ml\, 
the power of ilie >lale> over tlie In- 
dian irihc'. li.> Slate mmlil. ere 
diis timi*. ha\e eMemh'd itv |f «r|-. 

talioii *>\rt die Itidiaii-. we.luii ti- 
'tf.TritorN . h It had no rielil t<> do 
*>o, ilii-' liou>'‘ uiiiilii at ti» -.iv 

."O. Me lio| >e(l diei’f Wouid i>»' no 
occasioii to resort lo ludearv I'oree. 
(iror|iia eertaiuls laid a *rii:ht u» 
assert what slie lielie\ed to iie her 
rights, atid to sjieak her Nouiiim'iiis 
upon this tloiU. Me l;o|ie«i die 
whole matter would he lieard .md 
•settled ; tlu'. should rmjor«‘N,-, a;!- 
jouru witli'iai '.eldmn eifU-e. 

• pyilices were likelv to .•U‘'^^e, of 
iireal iiilere-'t lo mativ of th>- 
-tuti's. • 

Mr. \Vt;i{>rK.K rose w* maKe^uie 
rrinark, in repl\ to tin ;[< iitltMuan 
from MisMssijiju. 'That ^I'lidemau. 
«»he saui, had riM'-ou to Unou ih.i 
he^Mr. M .) was di-posed to U'-e 
all pryper aiithoriix of the 1 iiiieii 
StHtci^to e\tin;;uish Jiuiiaii titles to 
• lands within the states. IliiT h* 


srppi. that the states would act on 
tficir own n;s|ionsil)ility, and at their 
own perd, if ihe\*undertake to ex- 
tend their le;;isliiMon lo lands, where 
tie; Indian title 1 s n a hcM;n extiii- 
^riiislieti. If any sneli meu'jure was 
eoiiiemplated m the state which 
the "endetjiaii represented, he 
• tioped that oentlt man would lose no 
,^ie, in warninj; In-i frymd^ aKainsi 
making' any >-ueh attempt. The. 
relation whieli tin* I'niied State-- 
h«‘ld to tln -e trihes, of parental 
liiiardianslin* over du.-se remnaii*- 
«d' niialtiy *niiii(iii^. iinw iiu inorr. 
was a verx (I* licate n-latioii, Itjf 
^'1 m*ra] eharaetr r was tliat of pro- 
feeiion. and, wlide every facility 
wa- iiiveii In the c\i miiuishniont ot 
liidiiin title, li t mil lliat‘r'irciiin. 
-tanee he -o till [ire-limed Oil. 
.i< lo induce dir slates to e\er- 
< i-e auiiioiiy^ within the Indian 
limits. Aiiv sueli*< ourse would he 
;.ileinp»ed at thnr own resjionsihi. 
litv. Me eoti>hiiied. !»v saving 
dial he Va^ n-.idv to do'^all that 
eoiiid he iloiie. lo e\iiiii;uish the In- 
dian title lUid'.e -tates. ami ; arliou- 
larlv in i!*e -imes « asi of die ^Iis. 
sis-mm. leii ih^ di-p billon, coiiw 
moll to all pan- ol' the eouotry, 
should noi he so far presumed up. 
on. am -Mie should under- 

tfT e o' iisXoMi mere iilotioii. to 
ev«reise an .nithorifv over the 
lands to whvh the Indian title is 
*"iiar!inteed hv tre.itifs. 

Mr. nAiin.) rr said, that he had 
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not risen for the purpose of enterinff 
on lilt* general siibjort, but imTely 
to stiggost to llic geiitinuiui iVoin 
O’corgia, wheilier it wouM j»ut be 
better to reft!r the roMimuMie.iMoii 
to t)ne of tile of liie 

house. Relor<' iim\ iIuu^ like a 
correct decision could he liud. many 
facts must be iiujuin'd into; and it 

would facilitaio the ilebate am! the ' 

decision, if tbcsi? tacts slnuild pr^ 
viously be ascertaineiJ and reported 
to the house by one of its coinniit- 
tees. 

Mr. Wkiciit said, tb.u, with rlie 
very imperfeei under'ifaudinirwhieb 
the bouse now possessed of tin* pa- 
per to be referred, they were tml 
in ciminisrain'es to deeide wiieiber 
the ease was s»n*Ii as n-nuired lems- 
lation or not. Fven the pream 
diseii'^sion be eonsiilered firenia- 
fiire ; and, with a \iew iliar i‘\i »y 
member miiflii oblam*’ a riirlir uii- 
dcrstandiiej of wbaf tin- <oinniuni- 
cation was, be ino\ed to las it on 
the tabloj and to print it. 

This fnolion prevailed ; and it 
was laid upon the table, accord, 
ingly. 

On the 8lb of February, a se- 
cond niessa^fc was rceeived from 
the president, transmitting to e/m- 
gresa a letter I'rom governor Troiij» 
to the president compluiniiig, that 
the surveyors of (ieorgia bad siif- 
fered frequent interni})tion from 
the Creeks I'uid slating, that he » 
bad reason to believe, that (be Uni- 


ted States agent was the instigator 
ot* the Indians, and requesting repa- 
ration for such wrongs. 

Tb» next lay, \1r. Kveretl mov- 
ed, that lliij'^message be referred to 
the judiryiv committee, and Mr. 
Fi>rsMb moved a reference to a 
committee of the w hole bouse. 

Mr. Wicklitle objected to any re- 

lerciic;?, but thmiglit tlitii the quf.s* 

ti«v>. bi'longcd peculiarly to the Con- 
sideratinn of the siMiate, and was 
ill favour of wuitincr for the deci- 
sion of that bod\ . With that view, 
he <boiild l)f ill favour of laying 
the messagf' on the taldc. 

A di-eii-'-ioii licrenpoii ensued, 
in vvliieli Mrs^rs. liuciianan and 
liainilton were in favour of lav in/' 
the im -'-agc on the table, on the 
ground tlial llie subject was before 
tin* jihliriarv , and als(» before the 
>< naip, ynd that it was nnm‘cessnrv 
(iir the lioiix* to act, under those 
eirenin-tanees. 

Mr. Il.iib’ rose, not for tlie pur- 
pose of entering into llie diseiis. 
sion, but to' propound a few iiitcr- 
rogaiorn's to the geiiilenmn from 
Massacliiisetls, eoiieerniiig wKaf 
fell froiii bitri a bwclayH since. 

Heing, as lie was, the s»ile repre- 
senhiliv e of a sovenugii state, be bad 
heard with pain, a threat proclaimer! 
to him, and llirough him to the state 
wliicb be rt'presented ; that, if that 
slate ‘^iresunietl to legislate oil a 
particular subject, over wliich, nc- 
oordjiigto ills djiiniun, if liad^abso* 
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lute coutrol, it would do so, on its 
own responsibility and at its peril.* 
. Ilc! wished to ask that geinlurfiaii ; 
whether sueU a tlircA wouhl ^iiot 
apply ecpially well to a\ oilier ar.is 

a)f sovereign legislaliMn^]|^ any (*]' 

^the slates ! Was this language tie- 
viignciJto awe any slate of the eon- 
fcileracy Wlieiieis was I he- gen- 
tleilian's uulhoritv |V»i'.snch a*llireat 
derived ? Was ii lioin liis poj>er 
nr inllucnce in lliis Inmse, <ir had 
,hc iillerc'd it as tin* organ of the 
administratioo. Ho Tiad no wish 
to produce. exeit4‘inehl, ami would 
be the last to liglil up ihe torch ol* 
civil war. Hut liisslulo eonlended 
for its authority, to extend its pow«‘r 
‘;if legislation throngliont its char- 
tered limits, as well over the In- 
dians, as over the white population, 
ir she was restrained I'roin doing 
this, she ceased to he a state.'’ 

ill making these remarks, Mr. 
^Hailc appeared to forget, that the 
state wliiidi he represented, had 
no rhfirirml limits. Its limits were 
defined by an act of* congress, 
which erected it inlti u stale, from 
otu of a portion of the piihlic lerri? 
tory ; ami I lie constitution of the 
state expresslv disclaimed, on the 
part of the imopii*, all right ^iid 
Mt'.tle to liic imappropriated land 
^wiiliin the said limits. 

Mr. Webster observed in reply, 
.tluK when any member id’ the 
liousc«asl?ed of him an cxplaiiat ioif 
of miy thhig pcrsimul as to iiiiiv 
sc|j, ho was ready to make il*; or 


if any explanation was wanted uj 
to any facts ; or any arguments ; 
or a clearer stiilimietit of any ar- 
gunieiil adviinc<‘A l)\ liirn, he w'ns 
remlv to cijiiiplv wiili the vvisiics 
ofaii\ gi-nih'iMiui. 

Fur ail liiher pnriio- cuuld 
iif.t -uhniil to l»e < -.ni'clii-i- i ; and 
lor lh::i rea'^on. In- .4ii>Mhi gi\i‘ no 
' iniswei to -oim* of tin' ipn'i ies pro- 
4miisrd h\ the Lo.i»tli;mtin from \lis- 

Slx-IJ»j.l. , 

He went on to say, tlial lie had 
utteri'd iio threats : on ll e contra- 
jv, tin- toijtf of inenaee -iM-med to 
come fnim the oilu i >ide i»f the 
ijUi-siion. W bar wan tliis whofc 
.iiiaiti r ^ \\ as ir offensive to si»vc- 

l’•‘ign siaK-s, tor liini to --av that 
linn’ uelc(| in ans patMcijlar mat- 
liT.on tlifir i»\vn respon.-iljility, 
and at tlieir (u-iil. Ih* shouM not 
take hack a liable i»f what he 
had saiil, eiiber in inannCT or in 
suhstanco. 

'I'he lamls o\ er w Inch the 4*0 stales 
claim to i'xercisr exclusive jurisilic. 
tioii. have 'never been swhjecl to 
stale laws sinee the foimdaiion of 
Ihe gov enuftenl. ^ 'I’lie eoulroi over 
them hail aivvaxs hecn with con- 
gross. \\ 0 enacf all gctloral regif- 
latioiiN eonceriiiiig the Indian tribes, 
who iniiahii them. Tlu'ir muiiiei- 
pal ntneerns have iiithcrlo hcoii 
liiauaged by* ihemseivesr They 
maintain their own peace, and their 
own laws. * 

U xv;is iiuvv said, llui the slate*? 
of Alabuinu and Mississippi cither 
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had extended, ur iiitciuled shortly 
to extend, their legislation to thv 
lands and persons^of these Indians. 
They will therein • do what has 
never been done or attonipiod hr- 
fore ; and what has, at least, a very 
doubtful aspect ; and, when f said 
that they must ilothis, on iln ir re- 
sponsibility, and at’ their jieril, I 
meant no more, than that timv 
would veiitu/e on the exercise of!^* 
power, which they ^^ight he found 
not to possess. Docs the gentle- 
man cull this language niinutor\, 
and come here a week ^•fterward.s. 
with a list of (juesiions whieh he 
vVishes to propound to mf‘ as to 
what I meant by the observations 
1 made ! i tell that gentleman, 
that [ mean whut f say. I am told 
that the proposed measure will ho 
the act of a sovereign state. Ik- it 
.so. Is it not a p«»ssible thing, that 
sovereign slates, may sometimes 
act in a manner, whieh violates the 
constitution ! .\re not conflieting 
laws of ||i state, and of^tlni rnitr»l 
States, rt) be discussed and .settled 
for or against a state, before the 
Judicial tribunal U If I , and my 
learned friends were in aiiotlier 
jJart of this capitol, we can ^pcak 
of these things without oireiice, 
and the judgment cornt^s upon 
them, wijhoul. fdlencci There, 
least, it is admitted to be very pos. 
sible, that a sovoreigti state may be 
in the wrong. • 

It is not my intention now to dts* 
cuss the general questioiu pr to go 


into an extended reply to the ob- 
servution.-i which have been made’ 
iipoif it ; hut I am told by the ho- 
nouraMc giyith'inan rfom (ieorgia, 
(Mr. For.-iv/i,) that the ooiirtf are 
April, uiitifThiit thiN ipic.stion may 
hr .-irtt led In a judicial tribimul. 
'riii.s might huvr been a rrmarka- 
hly good argument to yddres.s to 
the .stiltr of (irorgiu, before .she 
took the remedy into her iiwit 
hands. It is a tiew* mode ol'settiing a 
Constitutional ((ue.stioii, to seize the 
lands in dispute, and 'send out the 
Hancock troo[) of horse to defend 
the pi»s.*»rsHion ot’ them. But, at 
this stage of the allair, that appeal 
to the courts Comes with rathe- an 
awkward grace. Whru a nian ■ 
vanees a claim again.«f tin* lauds of 
his neighbour, hr makes his appeal 
to the law ; hut, when hr forcihly 
riiters mTon p«»ssrs.sioii ot’them, he 
makes his ajipenl to something dit- 
frreut from the law. 

The question, on lay mg the ine.<. 
sage upon the table, was decided 
111 the uegafivi — S-l to 7\l. 

^ Mr. J'oKn Til thought, that then* 
wn.Hn<i occasion lor a reference fo‘a 
snpill coiiimittre. 'f'he facts had 
long been in po.'isessioii of the 
house ; and in a committ<*e of the 
whoh', ihiirr could he a fair discus-^ 
.•iion. Speech could he. met h\ 
speech, and if <|uoted us argument, 
one nifty ho fairly net in opposition 
. to another. 

• The hotiouruldo gentlmnan'Yr'viu 
Mussachusett-s, has thought prone* 
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lu allude, again, to the menacing 
tone which he alleges to have been 
’ used in the discussion this ^ics* 
sage the otMjr day. V den Jr that 
there^was any intciitiw, on my 
^art, to menace cither %}li house* 
or the adniitystration. The gen* 
tleman will pardon mo for saying, 
that his vniark, the other day, 
were calculated to excite against 
us prejudice which ought iiofto 
have place in this house — to rouse 
•vp all those jealous and 
ings which arc ever produced by 
idle menaces. Great God ! Is 
there any one who can suppose 
that any member of tiiis house, or 
that . tiic state of Georgia, desires 
.to menace the union ! There is 
no portion of the union, in which a 
disturbance ot' the peace of the 
union would be more diwplv re- 
gretted, than in that state. 

The gentleman from .Mussachu- 
’>ectts, professing to have formed 
judgment, remarked, that the me- 
nace cainc from the other side, rc- 
*ferriiig to what fell from' me. Sir, 
1 speak for (.icorgia. Is he fgains^ 
Gdorgia ? Or does he mean, that 
he stands here for the adminis- 
tration, and that 1 am its opponent ! 
If I am wrong in having formed 
*an opinion, the gentleman is tar 
^onc towards a Riinilur error. I 
regret it, because i know the 
> we.rght of liis character in thiti hall, 
^x tho vigour of his mind, and theex- 
•i tent of his resources,* and the gf ca^ 
4: and commanding influence whioh 


. he of late too often exercises here. 
l«bcg leave to remark to this house, 
that there was liothing which 1 
had the honour*to suggest the other 
day, that can be considered mena- 
cing, or which was calculated to 
wound the feelings of any body. 
A menace may be thrown out, 1 beg 
leave further to* remark, in a very 
mild tone and manner. 

^Nothing which I said, on the 
occasion rcfeitcd to, could be 
more properly construed into a me- 
nace, than what the honourable 
gentleman Jtimsclf said ; and which 
1 do not now understand him as io- 
teoding to retract. The gentle- 
\nan said, if any state extended her 
jurisdiction over Indian lands, she 
did so at her own peril. .Peril of 
wha! ? Of expulsion from the 
uiiifin ? Of a declaration of war ? 
Or of being overpowered by the 
combined forces oQier sister states? 
Or of that mild resort to the judi- 
cial tribunal, the result of which is 
always syfej It was striysge lan- 
guage which the gcotlemdh used, 
however interpreted. If, seeking 
for the mqguiag cd' the terms which 
he used, we appi)' to the subject 
whicli we were investigating, it 
would seem to be the opinion of 
the gentleman, that military power 
might Lc use^ by the chit^f magis- 
trate for the purpose of compelling 
a state — not^lho individuals of a 
•statcr~hiit a state, tltfough her so- 
vereignty, to perform her duties to 
* this union. I cannot suppose, how- 
11 
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ever, that thu gentleman meant to 
take this broad ground. 1 rattier 
suppose he meaftt to refer to a re- 
sort to the judicial iribiinal, to con- 
trol the movements of the state 
governments. I'hcre is no peril in 
all this : it is done ever}' <]ay ; and 
may be done to the end of time, or 
until the military authority is called^ 
in to enforce the decrees of the 
Court. ‘ 

Mr. Letciikr Ihid, tliat if he 
had the same conlidence in the 
fairness of any cause which he ad- 
vocated ; that the genVemaa from 
Georgia professed to have in re- 
flation to the claims of that state, he 
should not object to a reference to 
any tribunal of any honourable men. 
He should fear no invesitgation. 
He thought, however, that' the 
mass of business before the judiciu- 
ry committee, would [ire vent tliem 
from atteiidiiij^ to it, mid that it 
ought to be settled at the present 
session. The gentleinHn says, 
leave the matter to law ; let. it 
take its course before the judicial 
tribunals. But, sufiposing that in 
the mean while* blond •should be 
shed ; i^ll not Jhe responsibility 
rest on this house ' When accii- 
sefl by our constituents of being 
in pMM accessary to the shedding 
of thf .blood of oi\r country ii\pn, 
Wbui apology , asked Mr. L., can 
we offer, if while thi;j message was 
sleeping in this house, iirHicUid oiiy 
murders should be committed by 
the Indians against the (/corgiaiis/ 


. or by the Georgians against th(; 
Indians ! Wc, should never for- 
give oiirscL'es, or be forgiven by 
our Country: ' 

A disaission ensued between 
*Mr. Waster and Mr. Forsyth, 
upon tlie merits of the question be. 
tween the I'nitt^d iStates and Geor- 
gia, and the question ob reference 
to a 'committee of the whole was 
llAiii negatived 1)2 to 81. The mo- 
tion to refer the message to the 
judiciary cominittt^e was also nega- 
tived i)i> to 81. 'Die motion for a 
select committee then prevailed ; 
and Mr. Thompson, of Gi?orgia, 
moved that the commiUec he ap- 
pointed by ballots. This motion 
was negatived 101 lo 00; and 
Messrs, Kvcieu, Fowidl, (;<»cke, 
Drayton, Whittlesey, Lawrence, 
and Buskner, were appointed on the 
cominillee hv ihe speaker. 

On the thl of March this com- 
mittee bi'ouglit in a report, staling, 
that ultliough the Muropeun na- 
tions, which appropriated this con- 
tinent, had considereil themselves 
^as pqs.-iiJSrting a right lo exclude 
other civili/.ed nations from cer- 
tpin limits ; they, at least tlie^Hri- 
tish colonists, had regarded the In- 
dians as independent nations, over 
whom they had not undertaken To 
exercise legislation, and with whom, 
they hud been in the habit of con- 
cliidhig conventions, for the pur- 
chase of territory, and settlement 
*of boiinilary lines ; — that, the 

revolution, a question arose wlic- 



•flUIJKK (jONTlU)VI‘:US\ . 


90 


lljcr these rights of the British 
government «»f pre-emption^ of 
Indian lamls, were veiteil iny the 
general government, omn the inrli- 
vidua^ states, 'riicscyiucstioiis 
\erc finally settled by co\jtronils»;;* 
hut congress, jn aree)»ling the ces- 
sions of western lands to which the 
Indian titU was ]iol extinguished, 
would not admit that the ronfede- 
raev.had not, independent of sifth 
.cessions, u good title to the imoe- 
Tvipied lands. . 

Atler many dilneulties with ( ieor- 
gia, on the •snhj«'(’l of the Indian 
lands, a compromise was made in 
lyO'J, l»y which a houndary line 
was givj'n to the state of (Jeorgiu, 
jlie rniled States relimpushing her 
claim to ail the territory oast of the 
lim*, amUo’orgia reliiKpiishiinr hr'r 
chiini to all the territory we#t oftlie 
lifie. The rnilerl Slates al«<o 
agreed to pay certain sums of nio- 
.»ey, ami to extinguish, “ as soon as 
it eonid lie peaceably done upon 
rcasonahle terms," the Indian tith* 
*0 all the land east of liie' line. In 
pursuance oftliis agreement, ^Uioul , 
• two'thirds of the Indian lands with- 
in the state of (ieorgia, were pur- 
chased at dill'eri'iit times by the 
rnited Stali-s, for the benefit oftlie 
State, before 1^25. 

At the heginniiig of that year, 
another attempt was iniide to pro. 
^eiiro* an additional cession, Intf the 
cuiiiicir of the Crer'k imtion rcfii- 
^sed 4u*sanction any* cession, anti: 
vbrokc up after having given that 


• answer. Tlic emmnissioners, how. 
c** or, went on, and concluded atrea- 
ly with a portion •)f the chiefs, by 
w'hich all tin; Creek lands, both in 
Alabama and (icorgia, were ceded 
to the I’nited Slates. This treaty 
was disowned by the Oeeks, who 
execuierl some of tin; eliiefsconclu- 

iling it, ami bani:-hcd tlie residue. 

0 

The governimmt of the I'nited 
Affiles, linding it could "not he exe- 
cuted witinait tfircc, annulled that 
treaty, and concluded another upon 
im»fc favourable terms for the In- 
dians, whit‘li*wus ratified by a large 
majority of tin* senate, and appro- 
ved b\ the w hole Inmse, excepting 
fiji' rnemhers from to*orgia and 
Alabama. By this treaty, it was 
intended to cede all the, LTcck 
lands' within (icorgia : but as the 
boimdiir. line of that state had 
never becii run. it wtts tmeertuin 
w'lit'iln'r that intci^tioti had been 
earrii'd intoefi’eet ; and It was hc- 
liev»‘d that about *2iM),tMH) acres 
>1111 bolojigei^lo the Creek'^ within 
the e\ parte line claimed h * lieor- 
gia. To tliis latid, tieiwgia set up 
a claim un^lcrdhc jreaty which had 
been animlled. and insisted on 
entering upon it without regard to 
the suhscipient treaty. The Creeks, 
under lliese circumstances, claimed 
tln^ proiertioiijd’ the rmletj States, 
and domanded to he left immoiost- 
ed, upon the jaiids guaranteed to 
Uiem by ihc federal igovcrnmeiit. 

; lltc coinmiltcc thought, that they 
nverc entitled to such protection : 
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and inasmuch as the exclusive right 
of treating Ai'ith the Indians, and 
making war upoifthem, and maiia> 
ging Indian aflairs,* was granted to 
the United States ; the connnittee 
recommended the house to resolve, 
that it is expedient to procure u 
cession of the Indian lands in the 
state of Georgia ; and liuii, until 
such a cession is procured, the law 
of the land, as set forth in 
treaty* of WashingVon, ought to be 
maintained hy all necessary, run. 
stitutioiial, and legal means. 

When the governofiof Georgia 
found by the decisive measures 
*bf the president, that he was deter- 
mined to maintain the autlioritv 
vested in the executive, he irans- 
milted a letter to the Georgia dele- 
gation at W'ashington, stating his 
willingness to submit to the deter- 
roination of congress, ami *li'^^. 


claiming any intention of resorting 
to fpree, except the sovereignty df 
the state ciync into collision with 
the L'liited Abates. 

In the iflenn time, the president 
roiiiinutchis exertions to procure 
a cession of the Creek lands still 
remuining within the state, and on 
the ITith of \oveinber,»lN27, sue- 
cecded in procuring a cession of 
thb remaining strip of land for the 
Stimol ^‘12, alii. 'I'hi.'- terminated the 
diepiltON) far as tlo. Greek territory 
was ctmeerned, in a 'manner highly 
creditaido to tlu‘ firmness and dis- 
creiitui of the general govern- 
merit. 

Anotlier Miltjort of controversy 
still remaiiiK in ttiir Cherokee lands, 
which cannot he so spetulily adjust- 
ed, while the councils of Georgia 
are so miieh under the inlhieiice el 
feeling and temper. 



niAFrKK V. 

. • 

Depressed condhion of Wnolln^ Manii^tfciurfs — Tori/ «/' 1824 — Ahera^ 
fion of lirii't.dt ToriJI- — t''raiitf.\ UfHUi ihv lit r‘ nuf — Mr, Malhry'g 
RcfHirl nnd JiiU-^JliscHx.sitm in House — Vrurferltnas ifi Senate — Har. 
rhhure CoimmhonrDirisinn of Opinion, 


AMONC.tho loading nioasun's , 
which occujiiiMl tho ain'iiinm «it’ 
congrous, at tiiiij soshai, was that 
for the encourage iiuitl of tlie* 
growth and iiKinutaciurc* of wim). 
The principles on which this hill 
was cliscufisod, ilillerinii' soiiiewhut 
from those on wliicli, ii^ geuerai, 
jiropusitions tin protecting (tuties 
arc supported or opposnl, it ina} 
he necessary to enter somewhat 
into detail upon the subject. 

There is undoubtediN a scitool td' 
political ceonoinisis, wiut inaiiilaiii. 
that the policy of promoting manii. 
factnresat liomc, by duties laid on 
the importation of foreign articles,, 
is, without exception, a mistatieii 
and false policy, leading, afnoiig 
other evils, to an absolute waste 
of property to the amount of the 
protecting duty. There is aii op. 
positc class, wlio, without regard 
to tho condition of the country, add^ 
itg latitude for particular bnuKltgs 
of industry, is disposed to force Ac 


doiiie^itic production of every spe- 
cies of fabrie. by jirobibirory dii- 
tb's on tile rival fabric, as impost- 
cd from abroad. In the popular 
tli.-cussions of the subject, the first 
cla^s of economists is ajit to cn- ’ 
foiH'c its doctrines, by showing the 
oj»pn?s'-iveness of the burdens laid 
upon consum}ition, by carrying 
into operaliftn the views of the se- 
cond class ; while the patrons of an 
indiscriminate system of prohibito- 
ry duties, give a plausibility to 
their scheme, by dwelling on the 
salutary otVccts which have resulted 
from protc'cjtinjT duties, judiciously 
laid on Aie importation of articles 
either essentiaMo tlie ilhtional w'el- 
fare and strength, or for the ma- 
luifactuve of which the cuuntiy* is 
fully^ipe. 

* The tnifli evidently *herc lies 
partly with each, and wholly with 
nci^or,. It* is not tniO, that the po. 
licy of protecting domestic indus. 
fry, by duties on the product of fo- 
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roign industry, is, inV/am/ cxceptiun^/ try in tin; community; and the 
a false or mistaken policy. Iiistancesi protection which ,*hc state owes to* 
can be shown, (an^ the navigation the iiiijiistry of its citizens, against 
laws of England and America arc the ellitct of/meusureS of foreign 
satisfactory ones,) in which pro- govenirncntfl, expressly aimed at 
tecting and even prohibitory duties, it»( siihvetsfjn. Under a govern- 
have not only been most signally iiient, when the |>olicy, of protect- 
productive of beneticial ellbcts, hut iiig «luli<;s has already been adopt- 
have been approved hv the stan* ed, from wiiatever coiisblcrution, 
dat’d authorities of what is called and cxti nsively applied to some 
the liberal school. Adam r3millf^f>Yairi:l)CS of induslr\, the other 


pronounces the navigation law of 
England ono of the wisest and best 
in the statute book. On tiie other 
hand, nothing is more certain, than 
that to attempt to luirt' the imius- 
try of the country into a direction 
for which it is not mature, or tv hieh 
i.snotsulHcicntly favoured l»v oxter- 
tial physical circuni'itaru es, would 
he followed by a corresponding 
waste of the publie vvealtli. 'i'lie 
so often (juoted example of .\tlam 
Smitli, in retereyce to the grfiwtli 
of wine in .ScotlamI, is a Miirieiciit 
illustration of this prn{Mi^itioii. Al- 
though tifp arguments i^fteji hean! 
in .suppoft of domestic inanufac- 
turcs, would seem to go the h ugth 
of that example; yef,*ve^»resume 
no .statesman or legislature would 
ever be found willing to follow up 
Huch an argument, by positive 
enactment. 

The questijin, then, is one of time 
and meaHiirc, ronsidered even in 
its principles. It is still more so, 
when we take ifito view tha di^tri- 
hutive justice, which is due alike 
to the: several branches of indiis. 


great interests of the country have 
a right to e\p^.‘Cl an cijual favour. 
And iimler vvliatever shite of things 
• speeilii- foreign legislutimi is soap- 
plied, us to disturb and neutralize 
tin* operation of the laws, passed 
*for the proportionate encourage- 
liieni of tlie various pursuits of the 
citizens of tlie country, il bc- 
eomes the duty of the gmern- 
nient, on ^principles paramount to 
those of ant sclnml of political, 
eroinuriv, to counteract the ilitcr- 
fcit;i.« e. 

Most of tlie principles here .stated, 
with the exception perhaps of the 
lii't, were hnmght into review, 
when tiic luritfol' duties on imports 
iinderweiji its last general revision 
in iKii. On that occasion, some of 
the iiieiiiliers fd' congress, wlio look 
the lend in enforcing the sound doc- 
trine.s riftfie liberal sebool, aguimit 
what they thought an extravagant 
exteriHioii of tlie protective policy, 
admitted the e.xpedienry, and re- 
•commended tlie provtHion of ^mc 
fmflhQr ericourageinent of* tko 
w oollen mamifHeriinv on the ground 
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Oial this was aii article too essentia^, ^was seriously counterbalanced by 
•to be derived solely from a forei{?'t increase of the duty on import, 
source of supply ; that it wIb one cd wool. The fduty on imported 
for which ^hc coumry wfts^ not woollens, the cost of which exceed- 
merely mature, but assessed po- cd 33^ cents per yard, was raised 
culiar capacity ; and\l*it it was from !25 to 33^ per cent. ; while the 
entitled to a^groatcr share of favour duty on imported wool was iiicrca- 
than it had yet received, when sed from 15 per cent, to a progres- 
compares^ with the rnaiiufactureM of sividy increasing duty of 30 per 
cotton, iron, and some otlfrr arti-* cent, on all wool costing over 10 
des. It Is true, however, «(h:f^"icnt.s ])cr pound. On wool under 


opinions on these points were not 
, unanimous, even amiuig the jiarties 
interested. • The iiianiifUrtiirers 
feared that an ine leased duty on • 
foreign cloth would he aeeonipa- 
nied (and its heneliciul elfects to 
them counterbalanced) by an in- • 
creased duty on wool. Tlu? capi- 
talists, who had emharked in the 
business, with extensive resounvs 
and improved iijuehinerv^A>ere in- 
jdined to ascnbi; the laiiLrui'^hing 
condition of tiie niaiiiit'acture to 
the impcrlcct inaiiiuT in wliidi it 
had been hitherto attempted : and 
I'carod that tlic etrectoi'an increased 
protection would be a* destructive 
domestic conipetitiun. From tliese 
and other causes, the elVorts tif 
thosf; chgaged in this inanufuotiirc 
to obtain a substantial increastr of 
protecting duties were less ittiited 
and earnest, than might otherwise 
have been expected ; and in the 
iiiial passage of the bill, a smaller 
iitbreiusc of duty on foreign cloth 
was flrovided for, than was ihouglit ^ 
rgg^itc Uy the /eUlous friends ^>f 
the measure : and the etVect of this 


that price, tht old duty of 15 pef 

cent, remained. 

It will be immediately seen, that 
fhis iucrcipse in the duty on wool, 
caused in effect a reduction of at 
least live per cent, in the new duty 
oilcloth, which could not iiithc united 
effect of* the two duties be regarded 
as uinomiting to more than 28-^ per 
cent. So that the utmost advantage 
gained hy the wuullen manufacturer, 
in the revision of the tariff was lui 
im rease of.’fj per <*ont. in the duty 
on the rival foreign ailiclc. 

ilut in addition to this circum- 
stance, there were several ways, in 
which the^VmiTican manufacturer 
lost the advantage of any increased 
pr<»tceti(in,* Mhieh he might hav<‘ 
enjoyed, in the undisturbed opera- 
tion of the new Taw. 

C’ontemporaneoiisly with the re- 
vision of the Aiueriean tarid' in 
1821? a revision took place of tin* 
l^iiglisli tarTif, avowedly* wiih the 
object of oinilding the llrilish ina- 
luifactig'ersto coninjjutd tlie foreign, 
and spccitically the American mar- 
ket of low pn«?ed cloilis. In thi** 
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revisioa a reduction was effected in 
the articles of foreign wool, dye 
stuffs, oil, &c. aijouiiting, at the 
lowest computation to it»| per cent, 
on the value of the article mimu- 
factured, accompanied with a re. 
mark on the part of tVIr. Iluskisson, 
while proposing the lust reduction 
of a half penny pci* pound in the 
duty on low priced wool, that even 
this reduction would be a “ const^ 
flerahle relief** totht^manufuctiirers 
against foreign competition.” Ap- 
plying the eflect of this reduction to 
the duty laid bycongreV< in 18*4*1, 
on foreign woollens, it effected, of 
Loiirse, a further reduction of that 
duly from 28 j to 11^ per cent. « 
a lower rate than that at which it 
stood beforcthe tariff of I8lti, when 
the permanent duty was 14] per 
cent, on woollens, with a free iin- 
|>ortation of foreign wool. 


paying a much lower duty, tliaa 
would otherwise. have been levied 
upon^them. 

I^asily, fi. was alleged that 
very exte^ nvc importations of 
ftinngn cnoldis were made by the 
agents (themselves foreigners) of 
the manufacturers, which cloths 
were notoriously charged at lower 
prices than they could be purchas. 
*edsi^i ill the foreign market. Whe- 
tlier this low estimation in the in- 
voices were altogether fraudulent, 
or whether tiie foreign importer, 
being himself the manufacturer, 
merely intended to sell the surplus 
stuck to no profit, and even to loss, 
for the sake of relieving the domes- 
tic market Irorii a glut, cmiiiot in ull 
cases be uscertuined. Both causes 
no doubt roiispired to the inunda- 
ttoii of t^ic American market with 
gooils, not merely cheaper thati 


In addition tojhe <fffects of this they couhl be mnnufartured here : 


act of foreign legislation, the Arne, 
rican manufacturer had to struggle 
with the arts and frauds. of their 
agents. • It is well known, that 
scarce any article of inanufaetnn' 
is susceptible of witk** a^rudarion 
in value and price, in pro|iortion to 
tfitilliffcrcnt degree offinish applied 
to the same substantial basi-^, :i< 
cloths. Gn this circumstance was 

founded a fraud, (to what extent 
• • • 
practised is not of course a matter 

a.scertainf;d,) which consisted in ini- 
porting cloths ifi an unfinished ^tnte,. 
capable of being finished into nnieh 
IfCtter fabrics, arul roiisefpi(:ntl\ 


blit cheaper (hun they could be im- 
IKH’ied, in open course of trade, by 
thfj American merchant. 

Such was tlie state of things, 
which was laid hclore congress, at 
their lust sesf.i«.n, in very numerous 
iiicmorials, from almost every part 
of the country interested in the 
grok'th or the iiiainifaeturo of wool, 
'i'tiese inriiMiriuls wore, in the 
house of representatives, referred 
to the comniiftee on manufactures, 
of which Mr. Mallory, of Vermont, 
was chairman. 

f A. hill was reported on thV; 1/Hh 
■ (if January, from this committee. 
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ot' which the following were sub- visionsof the bill. OnthelTthofJu- 
. fftantially the fea(t^s * i^ary, the house resolved itselfinto 
1. That from after th^first committee of the|rholeoQ the state 
of August, 1S27) all LanufaiAureH of the union, by a vote of 60 to 59, 
of wool imported inti^thc United to take up this bill. ^ The debate 
Statdk, (except worsted ii(ji^goods^ was opened by Mr. Mallory, in a 
and blankets,) whose value shall detailed exposition of the grounds, 
not exceed forty cents the square on which the bill had been prepared, 
yard, at the place whence import- Ho stated, from the best estimate 
cd, shall 1)C deemed to havp cost • he had been able to form, that the 
forty cents, and shall be chur^cxL^pital invested in tbc^woollen ma- 


witlf the present duty accurditigly- 
If exceeding in cost ftirtv cents, and 
not exceeding two dollars and fifty 
cents the gqunro yard, they sliall 
be deemed to have cost the laiicr 
sum, and shall be charged duty ac- 
cordingly. If exceeding two dol- 
lars and fifty cents in cost, nnd not 
exceeding four dollars per sijuarc 
yard, shall be dc'cincd to have cost 
the latter sum, and shall he charged 
accordingly. * 

!!2. Thai all unmnnufactured wool 
now chargeable with thirty percent, 
duty ad valorem, shall, from and 
after the first of June, 18*28, be 
charged with ihirty-tivg per cent, 
duty; and after the first of June, 
1820, be charged with fofty pet 
cent. duty. If the actual value of 
such wool at the place whence ifti- 
ported shall exceed ten, and noWex- 
cccd forty cents per pound, it shall 
be deemed to have cost forty cents, 
'and be charged accordingly, us 
.above stated. 

ITie third section provided for a 
duty nn wool im|H)rt4>d on the skin. 

*Such in substance were thc*prtfc^ 


nufucture arnoiyitcd to forty millions . 
of dollars, and tiiat sixty thousand 
individuals \v(.>rc actually employed 
iu it. With jrespcct to the number of 
slicep, he uWrvrd that it had been 
assumed to be fifteen millions 
the I'nitcd States. In 1825, it was 
ascertaiiird to he 3,190,000 in the 
stale uf Now.York. If the number 
iiad gone on increasing, mi could 
not, at the present time, be less than 
4,(.H)0,(HK> in tiiai state ; and calcu- 
lating on thispatio, must be at least 
11,000,000 ill tbe^nion. Of these 
Mr. .M. calculated, that at least ten 
millions of sheep were kepi, to sup. 
ply the called fur bwjibe ina- 
nufucturers. 'lliesc ten millions of 
sheep, at a low estimate, were 
worth iwiAloltarsfacb, giving twcu- 
ty millions of dollars as tbp v^lu^' 
the docks dependent on the manu- 
facture. The annual amount ot' 
wool ^H|uirt'd by the iniipufoctur- 
ors, was prabably nut lass than 
10,900,000 lbs. Taking it to be 
but 30,000,900 lbs. its value at 
*tliiriy.fivc cents |>ci*lb. would Im 
•>ver $10.0<H> m. The quaatily ol 
12 
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land required for the support ofthiq much more moderate computation^ 
number of sheep could not be cstf- assumed the agricultural capital 
mated at less than^an acre for every conrijpeted immediately with the 
four, nor valued at a lower rate than growili of w*ol at MO, 000, 000 to 
eight dollars per acre. Tliis would be added t(»the same sum directly 
give twenty millions of dollars as investedjuilie nianulaeturc. 
the value of the land, devoted to the Mr. then proeeeilcd to csti- 

raising of the sheep retpiircd ibr mate the ({uarnity ot agricultural 
the supply of our- manulactines. produce, rc*(|uired for the support 
By adding the three last items to- ofihosjL* emphwed ininamiiHCiurcs. 
aether, Mr. Mallarv arrived -xH a. staled the comninipt ion ol Hour 


'^40,000,000 as the gross amount 
of the agricultural capital, employ- 
ed in connexion with tlu' woollen 
manufacture. It may Itn observed,, 
however, (if Mr. M. is correctly 
^'cported,) that the second of these 
items cannot properly be taken into, 
an aggregate with the tirst and 
third, being not like them of the 
nature df permanent capital,. but 
the annual yield of the flocks, add- 
ed to what imported wool is now 
annually consumed. i Had Mr. M. 
applied, in what* wc conceive the 
correct way, the clement of t(;n 
millions of dollars, (the value of 
wool ajihiually wrought* up,) ho 
would have reached u result show- 
ing still more strongly the impor- 
tant extent of our Voollcif rnaiiufac- 
tiueflp A^Mowing* the wool-growcr 
to reimburse the cost and cA/icnscs 
of his flock out of the increase, and 
regarding the wool as his •profit, 
and taking this at H> per cent., 
$10,000,000 of wool represents a 
capital of more than ^150,000,000, 
of which the Sitcrest is paid ih the* 
purchase of wool. Mr. M.. at a 


imported into Ncw-England, ti'uni 
other parts of the union, at 000 
barrels per annum, costing, at $5 50 
the barrel, 180, 000. ,'l’hc entire 
export of American flour to all parts 
of the world, amounted in 1820, to 
less than 800,000 barrels. 

Aiiov some remarks, siiowingthc 
importance of thi‘, cotton manufac- 
ture, and the prosjierity to which it 
had risen, under llu; protective sys- 
tem, Mr. M. (lassed (otlie operation 
of manufiicturcs on our intercourse 
with foreign nations, and slmwed an 
annually increasing exportation of 
domestic liihrics, from •'S2, 751. 000, 
(the amount in 1821,) to 0,000,000. 
the amount in 1820. 

* Having thus shown the impor- 
tance of the interests involved in 
tl/t' woollen man u fact lire, Mr. Mal- 
/ary laid open Its present conditioji, 
which he slated to he that of ex- 
treme languor and depression, re- 
sulting in gcsneral from the urgent 
competition of the English manu- 
facturer, operating in tire various 
ways whicii were specified ip the 
l^omTuencomenf. of ihi« chapter. 



• WODLLKNS KILL. i(« 

)>articularly by uii evasion of the yily» the lower the price of goods 
'drhities by foreijjn inanufacturors, falling under this iniuiinum. The 
importing on their Q\vnacc4Hml; capacity to mamijicture these goods 
and the importation If unfi/ished was, however^ almost indefinite ; 
cloths. Mr. Mallary \welt on the the inachiiiory now prepared, and 
permoious etrocts of nMliitctuatioa idle, would immediately be put in 
^ in the market; and the p<dicy of action, and the price (as in the case 
the foreign inanufacmrer to dis- of cottons) brought down to the 
charge his goods into our market, lowest rate of profit, 
at some loss, rather tlian gkit the • The foregoing can be regarded, 

market at iiome. 0 ^ course, but us a britf abstract ot 


fifter .some gcnoial considcra- 
.jlons, IVPr. M. discussed the ohjoc- 
lions usually Jirgcd ag'ainst protec- 
tive duties,;is leading to monopoly ; 
considered the argument, which is 
tlrawii from the all(‘g<.’d change of 
))olicy in (his respect, particularly 
the reduction of duly on silks inu 
ported into that country, and infer, 
red, from a survey of this and other 
]»arts of the llritish policy, that the 
Kritish government liad gi\oii no 
indication of a design to abandon 
any ol‘ the great interests of the 
country, to an elVcctual foreign 
cuinpetilion. 

Mr. Mallarv then entered into 
some detail on the practical opera- 
tions of the bill, lie sliowtd th:(l 
on cloths belonging to the lowTst 
mininiimi, and costing ilO cents the 
running yard, an addition of idiily 
3^- cents duty per yard would take 
place. On tlanucls at, cents per 
‘running yard, an additional duty of 
.2J.pcr cent, the square yard. The 
principal* burden of the new duty 
would be felt about .tlie second mi- 
nimum, ($2 50,) and the morc’hea^. 


Mr. :Mallarv*.s^,.\ fended argument.- 
Ho was fr»ilow(.‘(l by Mr. Cambre. 
long, with u motion, that the com- 

irtitfee should rise, (not, as ho ob- 

• • 

served, because he |)roposed to ad- 
dre.ss them the next day on the sub - 
jeet.) blit with a hope, that the house 
would refuse to again resolve itself 
into a coniiuittee on this subject, 
for .two or tl.i*<*e weeks, ’or as he 
should prefiT, altogether. lie 
stated, that he had not had time (so 
recently wasihe bill introduced) to 
exuiuiue into (he iditure and ell'ects 
of the bill ; lluil it would impose 
an opj>ressive burden on the entire 
population flf the country except 
the sixty or .seventy thousand per- 
sons slated 4o.be employed in the 
manulactriro,*aiuf that the burden 
W'ould fall hcavh'st on 
r.st class of the community, lie 
cxpi‘os.scd his belief, that it was no 
time tt) tamper with measures, af- 
(Acting tlie • revenue, which was 
declining ; that it would be found 
impossible to pass this .bill, without 
* actirfg oh innumerabTe amendments 
which wouhl be oflered. and that 
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the maiHifiictiircrs were no worse Mallory, Burja[cs, Bartlett, and 
oft’thaii those en^ji^ijd in most othe'j* Dwight, spoke in i^s support, Mr, 
branches of busii|)ss. Depression DwiMil was nrocucdinjr in his re- 
was general. If the house did sc- mark\, wheiic the atttintion of the 
riously take up the hill,he was pre- house was^hittracted by the pro- 
pared to advocate the principles of gress oli.diL* Haines at Alexandria, 
free trade, which he had always and a motion for adjournnient pre- 
supported ; but lie hop(.‘d, at all vaih d. 

events, time would be given to re- The debate on Mr. Buchanan’s 
fleet on a measure, tliat went to mulioii wasjiot resumed, till the 
prohibit the importation of woolle^i!-t.i.^‘Ji. Ii was tlnm taken up, and 


•generally. The comniittee then 
rose. 

On the tollowing day, (IHthof 
JailUtiry)) Mr. Buchaivin, wlih 
view, as ho stated, to ascertain the 
•Mcnse of the house, whether it were 
possible to act fnmlly on the subject, 
during this session, (he believed 
himself it was not possible,) made 
a motion*, to discharge the eoiixmil- 
tce from the further consideration 
of the subject. He accompanied 
the motion, with thc«rcmark, that 
though friimdly tb the policy of pro- 
tective duties, he believed that those 
provided by the bill were too much 
of a pi^hibitory natufc ;*and tliat 
other branches of industry, such as 
those connected witii.thc raising of 
hemp and grain, 'stood dqnally in 
nssfif ' f-*farlher • protection. He 
avowed his pur|)ose, should this 
motion prevail, of following it up 
by another, to lay the bill the 
table. ' • • 

A short debate arose on this mo- 
tion. Messrs. Mercer, Archer 
and WicklifTcl expressed fheiHis. * 
approbation of the hill : and Messrs. 


supported ni a short speech, by the 
mover, who was lliilowed by Mr. 
Hamilton, on the same side, and 
l>articiilarly on the ground, that 
to press the measure, at the present 
time, would be to take the iiouse 
and the country by surprise. Mr. 
Hamilton ol>je(‘,ted to the measure 
as unconstitutional, and depreca- 
ted it as likely produce an indig. 
nant feeding, paitieiilarly in those 
portions of the coimlrv, which 
would bear the burden, without 
reaping any boiielit from it. 

Mr. Burges did not regard the 
bill as either eomplicatijd in its na. 
tiire, or as on*; that ought to awaken 
unkind feeling; neither was it 
19rouglil by surprise into considera- 
tion. The commercial cities had 
hdd ample time to remonstrate — 
but ^ic did not believe the bill was 
hostile to commerce. 

Mr. Stevenson, of Virginia, su}i. 
ported the motion, particularly on 
the ground, that it was impossible 
lor the house to come to a decision 
this session. .He strongly disap. 
jfrovfcd the provisions of the liill. 
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l]\vn the a-rifnlMiii of it wcmlil lead, <»f IB’id, lift would not now repeal 
Ho ruiiiuiis spcciili^i^ious. Mr. Stc- tjiein. Had iht* friends ol this men- 
venson of Pcnnsyhaii^i, a ineriiher sure sought oiil;| continuance of 
of the conuniltee of iiXinulUc/uros, protection, he .wouhl not have rc- 
eoiild not support tin; niuion of Ins fused it ; but they go farther, and 
oolleague. He thoughlHi •neasiin* dcMiiand a piohibilion. 

^of relief reipiired by the woollen Mr. Uavis, of the committee of 
inunutiieturers, but reganled the niunufaelures, was surprised at the 
inininiunwas loo high. He wished range, which the discussion had 
the subjoc't, however, to he dis- * taken, (jentlemen mistook the 
eiissed in cuniruittee of the wh<J#p*!iiitture ol the bill. Itsobjccls were 


that*an eipiituhle adpisinietii might 

.he devised. 

• • 

Mr. M‘l i-.inp was opposed to dis- 

eharging t!ii; conunillee. He was, 
as he ovrT hail iicon, IniMully toilie 
hirilf policy. 'J'liougli not in favour 
nfall tlie leatures of »he hill, a^ . 
was reporfml, he was in favour id* 
luodityiiig and iiujiroviug it. He 
did not think, liie iva<>()ns urge.d fur 
posiponin Is coiisideratit^ii were 

udcfpiat.,'. That it will produce 

exeileinoiit, (which in liis opinion it 
ought not to do,) would he a reason 
against considering it, at any other 
lime, as well as this. If ever to 
• he discussed, thcrolbic, nt might m 
don* now. 'I'iial other in- 
terests were not eiuhraee*!, was 
with him a reeommendalioii. lie 
deprecated legislation by coiupro- 
luise. He would take up each* in- 
>tercst, on its own merits ; and the 
more simple the (piestion presentnl, 
the easier it would be to iiuder- 
stand what its real merits were. 

MivLiv-ingstmi was in favour of 
the liptioiii Though opposed to 
^nuiny of the provisions of the rarit? 


merely to secus(.‘ to the manufac- 
turers the benefit of the law of 
The object ofthccommil- 
jer, ill esadilishing the ininimums, 

was lo pul il uui of ilic power of the 

iinp«»rter. lo evade the payment of* 
jthe duly. He deprecated delay ; 
for w Idle we delay, a great interest 
is sinking, 'file house is not taken 
by surprise ; the (luestioii fias been 
widely agitated througliout the 
couniiv lhi.‘ whole season. 

The hou.'-e4iaving refused to ad- 
|ourii, by a vote ot 05 to 81, Mr. 
Cambreleiig pronounced their re- 
fusal ail cvitlence of the impetuo* 
sity, wilirwiTicli liie friends of the 
bill ineaiU to force it on the house, 
'file wyi*^ imposed on, when 

told the hfll was to prevent frauds. 
Its agitation wouKl lead ttT'pajwtP 
cions spcciilalions. Ho would, 
w ith all deference lo his friend from 
Delaware, tell him, that he had ra- 
llW'r lake thi'liill of lS21,*witli all 
its compromises, than take this bill : 
the whole taPilf was nothing lo it. 
It is file ’most formiilable nieasurc, 
of the kind, evi.’v brought into the 
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house, lie was sorry to hear the . M., in the result of a detailed c\. 
sentiments of his friend from Dcfg> amination, (whiyli oiir limits d.; 
ware, who ou^U to know, that not merrnit lus to repeat,) stated, 
before the bill has been a week in that yljOorf, 000 of goods were all, 
committee, there will be twenty on which me provisions of the bill 
propositions of additional objects •would ffp<?rate, to the eflect of ex- 
for increased duties. The instant elusion, supposing no goods to 
you go into committee, you convert be imf)or(e(l under fraudulent in- 
tho whole union into a sea of spe- voices. The revenue, on these 
culatioii, and set afloat from twenty* goods, if whollv lost to the trea- 
to thirty miHions of dollars. w ry, would not exebed S450,tK)0. 


' gentleman from Delaware says, the 
city of New York is well informed of 
what was doing. “ F’or one,” said 
Mr. C. “ I have writtfjn a number 
of letters, on the topics of the bill, 
"’requesting information, and have 

got but one in reply.” 

The debate, which had been ar- 
rested at this point by adjournment, 
was resumed the following day, by 
Mr. Dwight, in reply to the argu- 
ments, on which the discharging of 
the committee had •boon recom- 
mended, and the bill impugned. 

Mr. Haile stipporlcd the motion 
of Mr. Buchanan, on the^groiirid of 
the pressure of other Husiness. 

Mr. Mallary then rose, in com- 
]>Uance with tlte repeUted calls of 
the opponents of the hill, to state 
in derail, on the com- 
merce of the country. 'Fhe whole 
amount of woollens, imported for 
consumption in 1820, wafi about 
$8,000,000. Ofthese, 8r>,i:i2,0lM) 
only are affected by tiie hill ; the 
other spccicp of goods being of 
the kind exempted from its opera- 
tion : and of those affected, Mr.. 


Meantime, the loss would be more 
than repaid, by the greater amount 
of consumption of articles, w'hich 
contribute to tlu; revenue, and 
which would he imported, in con- 
sequence of a superior capacity to 
purchase and pay for them. 

Mr. Mitchell, of South Caroli- 
na, urged the taking of a question 
on the motion to discharge. He 
was opnosed to the bill, not be- 
cause it laid a burden which the 
community could not bear, but be- 
cause it taxed the poor rather than 
the rich — the low priced, and not 
the high priced article ; and be- 
cause, by excluding the foreign ar- 
tide, it aims a fatal blow at our 
*navig!itiou. 

The debate was still further 
prolonged between Messrs. Cam- 
brdeng and Malinry, when the 
question was taken on Mr. Bucha- 
nan’s motion ; and it was rejected 
by a vote of 76 to 112. 

Mr. Cambrcleng then submit* 
’ted a paper, which he fnter.ded to 
^ovc as a substitute twlbc Irll, ex- 
tending the power of the apprai-*^^ 
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dtirs ot’ imported goods, so as to , of 1824 ; that the operation of the 
^cvent evasions in the paymen^ of iqinimums would be, to lead the 
the duties. I i foreign manufacttlrer to confine 

The debate wasresu\ned, on the himself to threp specific qualities 
25lh, by Mr. Barney, who offered of goods, which, visibly differing 
anamfindment, introducli’igiinother. from each other in appearance, 
minimum of J&l 50, between those will not be exposed to fraudulent 
of 40 cents’ and #2 50, which entry. 

were proposed in the bill as report- Mr. Cambrcleng then brought 
cd. Mr. Mallary was opposed to Torward his amendment, having tor 
thkramendment.' Mr. Dwight (^ii•i^*.^i^object, an cxtcnsiorwff the pow- 


not tfiink it materially changed the 

[.ill. ■ 

Mr. M‘Lanp expressed liis wil- 
lingness to qnforco the provisions 
of the law of 1^24, hut believed 
the provisions of tlic bill went 
much further, lie tiimigiit the em- 
barrassments of the woollen inanu. 

facturers arose frointcin])()rur\ cau- 
ses, and would pass away. He 
called upon the ehairraan^ of the 
committee of manufactures, to pro- 
pose a scries of duties, adapted to 
(he minimums, which would not go 
beyond the law of 1821. 

Mr. M. replied, that such, in 
Kubstanee, was intended 4o be the 
operation of the bill. 

Mr. Wurts objected, thdt tlie* 
evasions of the revenue, iirged as 
the ground of the bill, oiiglit to be 
met by direct meusiircs ; by «n- 
.creasing the power of llie a[»prai- 
sers, and prohibiting the importa- 
tion of untinished goods. 

Mr. Dwight, in reply to Mr. 
M’Lane, showed that it was the 
objcct«of tlkc bill to enforce the 
of 53*, provided by the faxv 


or of the appraitier, with a view to 
the prevention of frauds on the re- 
venue. 

, A Her some controversy between 
Mr. Cambreleng and Mr. Bar- 
ney, on tlic merits of the anicud- 
gieiit proposed 1 )y the latter, Mr. 
Inghitm ruse ami uxpressud himself 
at length on the measure. He ap- 
proved of the policy of protecting 
duties, but doubted the expedien- 
cy of the provisions of the bill. His 
objection lay t^ the multiplication 
of minimuins. (tne niiniinum. 
the lowest, tliere w ould be no temp- 
tation to evade : but there would 
bo a strong tc*mptation to evade all 
others, by false invoices. Another 
objection totite^.operation of several 
mininuinis,* was, that it produced 
a capricious and * irreguitir^wwl^i* 
of duties, of which the burden fell 
heaviest on the class least able to 
pay it. <Ho was opposed to the duty 
on^foreign wo5l, us in jurioifs to the 
interest of the wool grower him- 
self, wliich w'ould b^sfbe promo- 
ted by building up (he iiKiiuifac- 
.tnre : and this could onlv b*' ef- 
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fcctcd by making the raw material 
cheap. Mr. Ingham then dwek 
on the expediency of relieving the 
manufacturer, by enforcing the ap- 
praisement system, and comment- 
ed on au alleged jiidicial nullifica- 
tion of the law on that head. 

Mr. Ingham was followed by 
Mr. Strong, who submitted a pa- 
per, containing an amendment to 
the bill, whfch he propos<.*d liercAlV 
ter to offer, and wHich had for its 
object a new regulation of the 
power of appraisement. 

Thus far the discussVm bad been 
prolonged, and little progress made 
in the passage of the bill. Mean- 
lime, the quantity of other buM-' 
siness, (much of it of au urueul n.i- 
ture,) ycmaiiiiiig uiifinislied, was 

daily accumulating. Oii the tiUtli, 
llie house, on motion of Mr. .Mal- 
lary, went into cotninillee of the 
whole, on the .<ifutc*if the union : 
but refused to take np tSu: woollens 
hill, giving the pre fere nee to tlie 
appropjriation bill of the year. 'I'lie 
next dly the debate on tin; wool- 
len’s bill w'as resumed, by Mr. 
Pearce of Kliqde fslatul, in a 
spee ch o f length and ability. He 
IRRIitamcd that it was tiie duty of 
congress, to fulfil (he conlraet, im- 
plied in the act of 1821, and 
efficient protection to the woollen 
manufacture, as they hu»l to every 
other brunch of industry proteried 
by that bill. < He iirgfMl tjie benefi; 
eial effects of flourishing mannfac- 
ture^ fill the agriculture and euin-* 


» incrcc of the country : heeiitiircei, 
thcy^laims of llu:/gi'oN (U’s ol wool 
to eflicicut ^support, and denied 
tlnyt tlic revimic would sutler from 
the passage of tlm bill. He cor- 
Ycctcd flic statements which had 
been made by Mi.’ssrs. Cambre- 
eiig and Ingham, relative to an aU 
eged judicial const nfction, by 
whicH the operation of the law of 
iruisement was destroyed,'’ft7fti 
showed, that no such construc- 
tion had been given by the 
courts. 

Mr. riaiborne opposfrd the bill, 
as at w’ar with il c other interests, 
partieuliirly the agricultural iiite- 
rest. He regaideil it as lasing a 
tux, which the pei^ple wcrealreadt 
loo mucli deprfsscd to pay. it 
w'as directly opposed to tlie spirit 
of llio, constifiilioiu whi»‘h Mr. 
(’laihonn; flesrrilx'd to he “ subtle 
as iiKjreurv, and cunning as ambi- 
tion. ” 

iMr. Mitchell, of South Caro- 
lina. followed, in an aide argnment. 
against the hill, lie admitted the 
correctness of Mr. Mall. iry's state- 
ment, that it would not sirriouslx 
atr<!cl the article of m gro cloths. — 
He denieil that fr;nids on the reve- 
nuh wen.* pioved ; if they difl 
exist, the hill provideil no remedy. - 
The same causes had gone on pro- 
gressively operating ; the inunu. 
faelurcrs would come again for 'fur- 
ther relief; and from higlfer dii- 
^lies^, would pfoeeed to’chimwiir lot 
those w’hicli wine prohihitorv. lU 
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Ooubled the reality of the distress ;• the British government, in reducing 
*1110 believed the manufacturers 90m. ihe duty on imported wool, from 
plained, because) instlad of i ?5 per one shilling to penny, and to a 
cent., they could get only ten on half penny per pound ; he main- 
their^ capital. He denied that the taiiied that the fact, that the Arne- 
fliscriminating duty on foit;ign ton* rican merchant had lost four fitlhs 
nage, was 9 protecting measure ; of the import trade, was evidence 
it was a countervailing measure, of frauds on the revenue. The un- 
Free competition had made our precedented low price of clotiis 
navigation whatit was, and Aot the went to the same conclusion. He 
^isc/’itnina'ling duties. He urgM^ Showed that a policy, 011 the part 


that the bill was a tax 011 the poor 
many, for the benefit, of the rich 
few. He repelled the inferences 
which had* been drawn from the 
alleged fact, tliat four fiflhs of the 
importing trade of New-York had 
passed into the hands of foreigners. 
Ho said, that this fact proved only, 
that the American merchants could 
not Sparc sufTicient capital from 
other ohjocls, to carry 04 tlie fo- 
reign trade ; and that the foreigner 
who stepped in and supplied the 
deficiency, conferred a benefit to 
the country. Our prosperity grew 
tip on the foundation of a liberal 
and hospitable system. * 

Tiic debate was resumed on the 

I • 

following day, (January 31 ) in a 
very able argument from Mr. Davis, 
a member of the committee of ma- 
nufactures. He stated that it*was 
within his personal knowledge, that 
the memorials did not proceed from 
a gang of speculators,” as Mr. 
Cimbrcleng had alleged, but were 
founded in truth. He inquired into 
dkuses'of the existing dqpresr 
sion ; and traced it to the policy op 


of the English manufucturcr, to 
. destroy our fabrics, by glutting the 
market, was no extravagant suppo- 
•silion. A/suppIy, at a low rate, of 
only a small portion of (he whole 
demand, would create a depression* 
•in the entire market, and thus the 
English manufacturers, by a small 
sacrifice, would drive us to a gene- 
ral nnd ruinous loss. 

Mr. Davis then illustrated the 
extent of the capital involved, and 
the importance oQhe home market 
for his produce to the fanner. He 
went into an examination of the 
eflect of.tlie bill on the p^articular 
articles comprised in it, nnd showed 
that the increase of duties had been 
much overfq/ed ^ and that on the 
lowest priced cloths little or no ef- 
fect w'oiild be pro*duced. ittV.'Siivfs 
then replied to the argument of Mr. 
Ingham, against a plurality of mi- 
nimiintsyViixd showed that (lie objec- 
tion applied as well to a single mi* 
iiiinum as to several. 

, Mj*. Davis was fq|lowed by Mr. 
Barney, in support of his amend, 
ment, proposing to insert an inter- 
13 
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mediate minimum of $1 150. lie 
supported (he bill, with this inoditT^ 
cation, on (he giiund, that it was 
neccs;. iry to the independence of a 
rountiy to possess, within itself, 
every article of essential supply. 
He defended a scale of niiniiuimis, 
as necessary for the faithliil collec- 
lion of the duty. He averred, that 
the alarm relative to the finances 
ofthe country was groiindlesSj and 
■tliat tlie lorebodin«;if wliicli jirece- 
ded tin; tarill’nf had proved 
groundless. 

'i'he (jiioslion was tlum taken on, 
-Hr. llaiiiey s amendincnl, and it 
•fire vailed by u vole of 82 to u(). 
The (ptosiion was next taken on 
Mr. Camltrcicng’s anitMidiiiciii, 

wliich went to suppress tiic irnpor- 
tatioii of 'unfinished cloths, ainbon. 
force the appraisement law ; and it 
was ncgativei bv a vol<“ of Od 
to 80. 

Mr. Wicklilfe then proposed an 
amendment, providing for a siM’ies 
of increased duties on imported 
spirits, wtiicli was uegali\cd, with, 
out a division. 

Mr. Wright projuwrd to strike 
out the word “ Idankets,” wherever 
so as*lo bring that ar- 
ticle, now exempted, under the 
operation of the tnll. 'i'iiis amend- 
ment was also negatived, without a 
division ;* and the bi!l,*as ainendou 
by Mr. Barney, was reported to the 
iiousc. * 

Mr. Cainbfcleng now suiimitled 
* motion to lav the bill. as amended. 


pn the table. It was negatived by 
a majority of 63 Ja 93. 

m. Wool}, of ‘‘New-York, then 
spoke to tho'gencral merits of the 
bill. He was in favour of the pro- 
k'ctiiig ij)olicy, but prcteiTcd a 
direct increase of the ad valorem 
duly, winch lie was ready to sup- 
port. 

Mr.«(':inibreleng then renewed 
ikiii proposal of his*^^a;flei'idii[icin,' 
going to liie modification of the 
uppraiseineiit law ; and proceeded 
to reply to ilr. Davis’s argument, 
but the house soon consented to an 
adjournment. 

On the following day, (Februar) 
l,)tho debate was resumed; the 
(pication bci.ig on an amendment 
d by Mr. Cook, the object of 
which was, a recommitment of the 
bill, with a view to a modiiication 
of it, simply conrileractive oi thr? 
reduction, which had been made 
by the British goV(‘rninent, in the 
duly on imp(»rted wdoI. .\jr. Cook 
stated his readiness, if any other 
specitic euiise could he pointed out, 

iriving tlie inannfacturer of the 
benelil oflhe act of IWd, to meet 
it by a proportionate iucrease of 
the ad valorem duty. Mr. Wood 
supinirtcd this motion, and express- 
ed a decided disapprobation ol* the 
miiiimntii prinf;i])te. Mr. Mullury 
tiiouglit it too lute, entirely to 
change the cliaractcr of the brl). 
Mr. Cambrcleng supported* (he 
aniendinent, mid asked for tlienyes 
and iioes on the question. Mr. 
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t’ook replied to Mr. Mallary, and 
^declared himself* a friend the 
object of the bill. 'Mr. Stewart 
opposed the recommitment, ac- 
cour|t of the late period <»f the scs- 
sion ; and because th(? antendnient 
•suggested went only to remove one 
of the evils, of which the luiuiufac- 
turer ciMpIaincd. Mr. Kreiner^ 
advocated 'rt''Connnitinc'nt, on 
the^roiinir of the drrnoralizingTr^ 
fects to be appreljontlfjd /Vom the 
•bill. • 

Mr. Stewjfrt then entered into 
anargutneTil agiiinst the recommit- 
tneiit, and in favout of the hill, lie 
maintained that it was directly 
friendly to agriculture ; and litat to ' 
import foreign woollens was to de- 
stroy the demand for so much Aiue. 
rican labour and agrit'ultural pro. 
duce, as would have hetn calkal 
Tor and consumed, in ihe various 
stages and operations of the <to. 
incstic manufacture, lie refiUed 
the ohjoctioii, that the hill cr<*aif.d 
monopoly, lie denied, that its 
operation was iiiifriemlly to com. 
mcrce ; on tlm contrary, h(] inui!|. 
tained that manufactures wen; the 
best foundation of comniiirce. IJie 
replied also to the ohjcclion, (hat 
the passage of the law would 
impair the revenue, and thought 
'.that the effect of the falling off, 
in the consumption of sonic articles, 
would be balanced by an increase j 
consumption of others. He called 
'•*lbe south to afford a protection 
to the maniifacturcrcr, like that* 


^njoyed for their own staple pro- 
Niuct. He called on the grain grow, 
ing states, to sustain an interest, in 
which their own prosperity was 
most deeply involved ; and pointed 
out the happy circcls to the country 
of th(! niulual dependence of its 
parts on cucli other; and thehene. 
lit oonicrrcd on all, by the prospe- 
rily of each. 

Mr. Iliichiuum sup|*oi‘lcd the vc- 
commifriicuf . 1 f c said that he was a 
dccidf*d fricFtd of Ihe (arifl’ poJic}-. 
and willing, in every proper manner, 
to piirsuf Me adnnttcd the ope- 
ration on <iur protective duty of the 
Briti.-»h i eduction in the duty on 
wool, and wa< willinjx to meet it. 
The ('thiM* cliief cause of the dr- 
pressioii of ilie woollen Jiinnufac- 
lurc, viz. the inllnx into this conn, 
try of a surplus of gojuls. m nufac- 
tnred in ]•wl!^:!!^Ull tor llio South 

r 

American marktl, was tempo- 
rarv, and wonld soon cease to ope- 
raff‘, withoul a resort to coimtcrac- 
tive k'gishyion. Th(i .state of 
INmnsNlvania, which he represent- 
ed in pari, had not now, and never 
had, anvigreiit peculiar inlere.st in 
domc'Jlic manuray.tures, l)iil had al- 
ways supported the protecting po- 
licy. But the operation of this bill 
went beyond the genuine principles 

that poligy; was une/|ual and 
unjust, lie had uo expectation, 
that any bill, could pass this ses. 
• sion^but was willing to pass one, 
in conformity with the principle of 
Mr. Cook’s amendment. 
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Mr. Hamilton briefly opposed 
the bill ; and advocated its rccom.* 
initment, on the 'ground, tltat its 
friends were not agreed, either as 
to the cause or proper remedy of 
the evil. One gentleman traced it to 
British legislation, another to frauds 
on the custom house ; neither had 
adduced evidence, which, in a 
court of justice, would create a 
presumption. ' 

' Mr. Cook’s amendment was, on 
Mr. Ingham’s motion, modified, by 
the addition of a clause ** to provide 
for the more effectual cbtlection of 
the impost duties,” and then reject- 
ed by a vote of 93 to 9.*). 

On the Tdli of February the con- 
sideration of the bill was resumed, 
in the house of representatives. 
Mr. Archer opposed it, in a spehch 
of considerable length. He said 
the real object of the hill was, to 
raise the duty on j/nported woollens 
from 33^ to 224 per cent. Ho 
denied, that there was any proof, 
that the payment of duties bad been 
evaded ;*the officers of government 
knew nothing of it. If they were 
evaded, the amcpdnvjnt, of Mr. 
Cambrclcng provided a remedy. 
He dSluccr the propriety of increas- 
ing our duty on cloths imported, 
because the British government 
liad lowered its duty on wool. * The 
distress of the manufacturers was 
the result of the tariff j^licy, which 
had attractcil An undue araoupt of 
capital to that branch ; to increase 
the duty would aggravate the evil. 


Every tariff was, in its nature, pro* 
hibitipry ; and if not so in its imme- 
diate provisions, was so in its ten- 
denry ; by increasing the distress, 
it made higher duties necessary. 
He denidU that the article would bt 
rendered cheaper. He denied that 
cottons had been rendered cheaper: 
it w'as shown by the fact/ that the 
friendAf the cotton manuflictures 
MSfo not now repeal lhc‘*dulios on 
cottons imported. Manual labour 
was a great element in tlie woollen 
manufacture, and it is this, in which 
we can least support a competition 
with Europe. As to the raw ma. 
terial, w e cannot support a compe. 
tition with Buenos Ayres, where 
sheep arc used lor fuel, and if “ a 
man wishes to burn bricks, he 
drives a flock of sheep into the 
kiln.” Qqt climate is not more 
favourable to the raising of woo) 
than of w ine. He denied, that the 
markets for southern produce would 
be extended. They would be, on 
the contrary, diminished ; for Eu- 
rope would* not take our produce, 
unless we take her fabrics in pay- 
ment. The single county of Ge- 
nessce w'ould supply with flour, all 
the manufacturing establishments 
in tile union. He denied the con- 
stitutional right to impose the duty, 
for it was designed to benefit a sin- 
gle class. Ho deprecated its ef- 
fect on the revenue. If the maiiu- 
, facturers ask any thing, it is cha- 
rity ;« for so the provisions of iHa. 
bill ought to be called, and not pro- 
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ectioti. No agricultural or any * be met by an increased power to 
ither interest enjpyed protecii^ ; pay, in conseque^e of bringing 
here was none even In England, into value produce, for which there 
ixcept that arising from counter, is now no demand. The low priced 
mailing duties. The true object of cloths, on which the proposed duty 
lie bill was, not even to relieve the* would fall heaviest, arc not import. 
'0,000 persq^is, whose employ, cd to any great extent ; they are 
[lent is said to be at stake ; but not even made in the factories, but 
erhaps 700 capitalists. The ques. are the product of the household 
ion presented to the agricultural manufacture. It is not impossible, 
nter^ iSj-VHelher it will exchanglf^that the operation of the bill would 


he market of the world, for that of 
ifew.Enghind. Me .deprecated 
he passage of* the bill, as ominous 
0 the preservation of the union. 

After the close of Mr. Archer’s 
Tgument, Mr. Cook observing 
hat there remained but fourteen 
ays of the session, at which public 
ills c^uld be considered, avowed 
iiejfntcntion of asking the previous 
^stion, whenever ho could obtain 
he floor. 

Mr. Ingham submitted a motion 
if recommitment of the bill, provi. 
ing, in substance, for tlie establish, 
nent oi fifteen mininiuins of import, 
id woollens. 

The debate was resumed t|ie ful-, 
owing day, (Feb. 0,) and the bill 
iupported in an argument, by Mr^ 
$ill. He defended the bill, chiefly 
n reference to its favourable cflcct 
»n the agricultural interest, wiiich 
urnished tho raw material, and 
ivhich now embraced a very 
i^rgb capital invested in flocks, 
«^hich the downfall of tho manufac. 
.urft wftuld destroy. He urged tfiat 
my trifling increase in price, would 


enable household industry to fur- 
nish the article, in the place ofim. 
ported cloths, which the bill would 
exclude. Me treated the question 
as one connected w ith the national 
independence, particularly in time 
of war : and replied to the obser. 
vations of Air, Archer, that the 

grain growing states would, not be 
largely bencfittcd by the extension 
of mamifaclures. 

Mr. Bryan follow ed, in opposition 
to the bill. Me deciqpd it at war with 
the best established truths of poli- 
tical economy. Private sagacity 
and interest were better gyides to 
the cinplo) ment of industry, than 
the wisest government could be. 
The industry* ^mpjoyed in raising 
a bale of cotton was as much enti- 
tied to protection, as that cmplov’od 
in producing one of cloth. Com- 
merce and agriculture are better 
afjaptedTto the^state of this country 
than manufactures ; and the doc. 
trines of tho liberal school of poli- 
tical eponomy, are not only main* 
tained by theoretical writers, bat 
/have received the sanction of the 
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present British ministry. T|»c ' fiod his proposition hy specific al- 
depressionofthl manufacturing id- lu^ntothe aKiples of silk, col- 
terest has not been stated with ton, woollcA, iron, and the colo. 
sufficient distinctndss by the friends ntal trade. He denied the exist, 
of the bill, to be a safe source of cncc of the frauds on the revenue 
legislation. It is perhaps only a *allegetfj or the adaptation of the 
reduction from extravagant to mo- provisions of the bill to remove 
derate profits. The cotton grow- them, if they existed. He con- 
ing interest is vastly greater thai\ tended, that the monopoly of the 
that for which relief is now asked : home market would be no^ p]^tec-^ 
the fluctuation in its market isTlon against ruinous"Huctua*.iona. 


more disastrous ,* but the planter 
never thinks of asking protection. 
In t.ho operation of this bill, the 
foreign cotton marketf' will be dd- 
stroyed. He replied to the argu- 
ment, that the Ilriti.sii government 
had reduced the duty on wool.— 
The precipitation of the friends of 
the bill was censurable ; the de- 
pression resulted, pcHiaps, 'from 
temporary causes, and would soon 
cease to operate. It established 
an odious inoivjpoly, in favour of 
the manufacturers — a class of men, 
whose pursuits were destructive to 
health, /nanliness of ^liavacter, and 
free republican principles. 

Mr. Bryan was followed by Mr. 
Drayton, in a long akd ajltle speech, 
o n the^ ame side. He denied that 
th^Carge against the British go- 
vemment of insincerity, in the 
support of the principles of free 
trade, which had b,ecn made ^y 
Mr. Mallary, was just : he main- 
tained, that the united authority of 
her statesmen, and the actual mea. 
sures of her legislation, proved 
that she was sincere. ,He forti-* 


He traced the depression in the 
price of cloths^ not to frauds o.i 
the revenue, hut thc'surplus manu- 
facture in England, " which had 
been occasioned by a great variety 
of causes ; and had glutted all the 
markets of the world. 

In reply to the argument, that 
the reduction of the English duty 
on wool required an increasV* of 
the dury on cloth imported into 
this country, he rejoined, that tliC 
fall ill the price of wool in Ameri- 
ca had more than counterbalanced 
the reduction of the English duty. 
He then stated, that the high duty 
on imported wool would injure the 
^manufacturer, and through him in- 
jure the wool grower ; and that, 
wc ought to learn, from the exam- 
pie of the English government, to 
reduce instead of augmenting the 
duty on wool. He commented on 
the bill as a system of prohibition*, 
intended to save the manufacturers 
^ from the cficcta of their folly, in 
embarking too extensively 'in the 
•business. He denied that, in con- 
sequence of the minimum duty on 
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coarse cottons, that article was fur- * the opponents of the measure, but 
^ ushed cheaper th^ it could be jm- without success, ^t the close of 
ported. He had sect! invoices of his arguments, Mr. Woods rose to 
coarse cotton imported here, and move the previous question. His 
^ after paying duties, sold in this right to the floor was contested by 
market. In England, those Branch- * Mr. Hamilton, but the decision of 
4 ;s of industry, which had never the chair in his favour was sustain- 
enjoyed a monopoly, flourished ed, on an appeal to the house by 
best : at the present time, our own Mr. Hamilton, by a vote of 98 to 
navigating interest was a sifuilar 54. The call for the previous 
iiistanc^c. ^ITsustained the coi'ft?^question was seconded by a vote of 


petition with the English, though 
tJfjie discriminating duty is repeal- 
ed. Competition was the true 
source of improvement. Our ma- 
nufacturers already enjoy a groat 
advantage over the British, for the 
supply of OUT own market ; and if 
they cannot thrive, willi the [»rc- 
sent duties, it is cvitlencc that the 
• coimjry is not ripe for the inanii- 
■iiictmirc. Other branches Hterc as 
jnych depressed, and as much en- 
titled to relief. This bill was not 
askpd for by the agricultural inte- 
— rest at large, but only by the grow. 

ers and manufacturers of wool. He 
.. faid the friends of the hilt hud fur- 
nished no precise documcniary 
statements, and differed from each 
; other, as to the design and opora-^ 
I tion of the bill. Mr. Drayton clo- 
^:4Cd, by quoting the authority bf 
. Dr. Franklin, against restrictive 
prohibitory mtmsures. 

The foregoing sketch exhibits 
but af faint idea of Mr. Dm \ ton’s 
able argument. He gave way, 

, duriug tlic delivery of it, to several 
^notions for adiournment, made by 


84 to 77 ; but, bn taking the ayes 
and nocs on the question, “ shall 
the main <iuestion be now put ?” it 
wiis negJitivoB, 0:2 to 04. 

The debate was resumed on the 
following day, and the bill was op- 
posed by Mr. Rives, at considera- 
ble length, in a speech, of which 
we have not seen a report. . After 
some incidental discussion, a ques- 
tion arose, on a motion by Mr. 
Ingham, (substantially the saim* 
as that formerty iwcntioned,) to 
recommit the bill to a cominittee of 
the whole house, for the purpose of 
increasing . thg number of. mini- 
mums to fifteen. On lIus question 
^ a desultory debate took place, 
which endej in; a piotion by Mr. 
Haiuilton, for a call of the house, 
which w'as followed by auother 
from Mr. ^V right, for the previous 
question. Mr. Forsyth suggested, 
thq^ a motion for a e..!l of tl.e oouse 
had preference over that for tlio 
previous question. The speaker 
d^cideii, tlxit it had noUsuch a pre- 
•fcrcncc. From this decision, Mr. 
forsyth apjicalcd to the house, and 
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an animated and protracted de- * mestic woollens. Mr. Powell also 
bate arose, in^whtch many geli- advocated the apiendment, but it 
tlemen participated, on the pro- was finally decided to be out of or- 
priety of the decision of the chair, dor. Mr. Forsyth then moved an 
The debate was terminated, by amendment on the same princi- 
the withdrawal both of the motion pic, but postponing the time when 
for the previous question and the the duty on woollens should com • 
motion for a call of the house ; and inence ; and this was rejected by a 
the question being taken on thq vote of 88 to 108. 
motion for recommitment, it was The question was then present- 
decided in the negative, by a votc**^!, on the third reading of tl\e bill. 


of 101 to 104. Xfler another in- 
effectual attempt to obtain the pre- 
vious question, the vote was taken 
on Mr. CambrelengV amendment, 
relative to the appraisement law : 
and it was rejected by a vote of 89 to 
to 113. Mr. Wickliffe then took 
the sense of the house, on an 
amendment providing an increase 
of duties on imported distilled 
spirits ; which was rejected by a 
vote of 74 to lii^S. 

0 

A motion was now made by Mr. 
Ashley, to amend the bill, so as to 
make the duty on imported wool, 
commence at the game time with 
that on woollens. This motion 
was supported by Mr,. Hoffman, on 
the ground that the hencfit intend, 
ed^toiie provi^d by the bill to the 
farmer, ought not to be postponed ; 
and it was opposed by Mr. Malta- 
ry, on the ground that tlje farmer 
could . not at once increase rh\a 
flocks to the full supply of the mar. 
ket, and, by Mr. lurcher, on the, 
ground thiA a free imporaition*of 
wool was necessary to prevent an* 
exorbitant rise in the price of do'. 


and the yeas and nays being called 
for, an adjournment was moved, 
which was negatived. 

Mr. Buchanan then rose, and 
spoke against 11 k bill, as tending 
to favour a Ic at monopoly, and 
contending that it ought not to pass, 
without being connected with some 
provision protecting the ^’hiskcy 
manufacture of Pennsylvania^ 

Mr.«Stowart replied to Mr. Bu- 
chanan and allcr some fur 
ther discussion, between Messrs. 
McDuffie, Cambreleng, Cook, and 
Kremer, against tho- bill, and 
Messrs. Burgess and Storrs, in fa. 
vour of it, the house adjourned, by 
r a vote ofOS to 90. 

The next day, (February 8,) the 
rdebatc was resumed, and Mr. 
Hoffman moved to recommit the 
bill, with instructions to make cef. 
tain amendments, with the view of 
making the increase of duty on im- 
ported wool take effect at the same 
time with the proposed incre&aed 
duty on woollens ; and supported 
hie motion in a speech oV great 
length. Mr. Stevensen, of Penn- 
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To carry iuto cllect subsisting treaties, 186,868 18 

„In addition to the sums appropriated by the militay service bill, the 
sum of $15,000 was ippropriatcd for building an arsenal at Augusta, in 
Maine ; and for internal improvement, the following sums : 


For improving the navigation of the Ohio, 30,000 

For the preservation and repair of the Cumberland road, 30,000 

For opening roads in Florida, 22,000 

do. in Arkansas, 21,065 

do*. in Michigan, 33,500 


The other appropriations for. j'lternal improvements, i.Urodnccd in 
a bill for the improvement of ccilain harbours, and for building piers, 
&c. were as follows : 

For improving the harbours of liyannis, Saco, Clcaveland, 

iSaugiilucli, Kennebec river, and Pascagoula river, 41,150 

For building piers, Ac. 40,926 45 

Certain ap[)ropriutions falling under this class of public expenditures, 
were also made in the hill for building light houses, Ac. These were — 
For building light houses, 31,120 

IW: As, Ac. 10,078 40 

To tiiesc last bills, Mr. i\J‘Coy, and Mr. Mitchell, of Tennessee, ofibr- 
0(1 ail earnest opposiiiun, and called for the yeas and nays on the final 
passage of the former, which, being taken, stood' 120 affirmative, 28 
negative. 

The miscellaneous appropriations not enumerated above, amounted 
to $35,300 ; and the appropriations for private claims, settled at the 
treasury, $11,820 86. 

In conformity with the s^ettlcd’ the following sums were appropria< 
policy of the United States, in rc. ted for the 'completion of the forts 
lation to fortifying the sea coast,' hercailcr cnunicraicd, viz : — 


Fort Adams, at Benton’s point, 


$70,000 

Hamilton, at New Utrcchf, 


55,000 

Monroe, 

« 

90,000 

Calhoun, 


55,000 

Macoiv, at Bogue point. 


15,000 

At Oak (sland, 


' 25,000 

At Mobile point. 


70,000 


i: * 
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At Chef Mentiur, 

Jackson, 

Repairs and contingencies, 

In presenting this bill, Mr. 
Dwight informed the house that it 
liad been the wish of the commit, 
tee of ways and means to reduce 
the appropriations for the current 
year ; and after application to the 
war department, the committee had 
' determined to r 9 commend the 
above sums, which were a pro rata 
diminution of the appropriations of 
last year, amounting in the whale 
to a reduction of 8140*000. The 
recommendations of the commit- 
tee were adopted by the house, and 
afterwards the bill passed the sc. 
nate without amendment. 

On tho 21st of February, the 
house took up the bill making ap. 
pfopriatious for the naval service 
of 1827. 

Mr. Barney* moved an amend- 
ment, appropriating .$20,000 for 
the purchase of a site for a naval 
yard ail*Baltiinorc ; Which was de- 
cided in the negative. 

Mr. Cook then mo>^d an amend, 
ment, authorizing the*auditor of 
naval accounts *to make transfers 
of accounts and balances to other 
accounts, so as to adjust and settle 
the same. This amcndimnit was 
adopted, and a deb&tc then Cfrfn- 
menced on the appropriation of 
836,710 to^tlic African colonial « 
agency. * * 

Ml*. Forsyth objected to this ap. 


. 30,000 

60,00C 

'• , • 15,000 

prd^riation, because similar ap. 
propriations had been used to found 
and support a colony at Liberia, 
contrary to the intention of con. 
gross. Certain labourers were 
sent to Africa, under 6ic act of 
1810. The first colony was un- 
fortunate. A treaty was .then 
made by the agent, aided by a 
United States naval ofTiccr, for thv; 
purchase of land, ‘a war finally 
ensued, and a fort was erected by 
an oflieer of the United States, and 
arms and atiimunition provided. — 
Money was then furnished by the 
United States, and a war ensued, 
in order to put down tho slave 
trade ; and a piratical attack ha. mg 
been ir?adc upon the colony by a 
Spanish vessel, some sick Spa. 
niardson shore were taken prison- 
crs. Other acts of hostility were 
committed ; and now the agent 
requests a military force from this 
government. 

'J'hc reply of the secretary cen- 
surcs the conduct of the agent;* 
hut docs not impugn his motives. 
If he had only recaptured Afri- 
cans, the department would have 
sustained him ; but, having gone 
further, tiie society must be answer, 
able lor the consequence. 

Mr. F. wished to kqow how Tar 
we wore going. The connexion 
wiffi the colonization society must 
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e dissolved, or it must be legally' 
.authorized. • 

Mr. Cook did not^ mean to go 
into a reply to these remarks, 'i'he 
hous^ was called upon to make the 
appropriation under an exisfiiig law, 
''in order to (uirry that law into el- 
fcct. The United Stales guvfin- 
ment had determined to set her 
face, and array lu'r ni<ir:*l and 
physical power, against tiie shfle 
trade. In luliilinent oi'thc law, the 
)ircsidcnt had sent oijt an uriiicd 
vessel, and hhicks tukeii on their 
passage to It land of bondage, had 
been restored to Africa. The ori- 
ginal appropriation under that law, 
is now exhausted ; and now one 
Imndrcd and eighty Africans, who 
are ip, possession of the United 
Sti*46s, are to be sent to their own 
country. The gent leinaii from Ceor- 
gia thinks that they will be happier 
here than in Liberia. l[e would 
not open the door for the slave 
dealer to prey upon them. The 
sum asked is oidy fur captures 
^already made. 

Mr. Mercer defended the con.* 


duct of the ageyis, refuted the 
Statements uiadei4>y Mr. Forsyth, 
and referred to the annual reports 
from the society, lie also moved 
an udilition of '>.‘10,000 to the ap- 
propriation, which was negatived. 
The original ppiupriation was 
then agreed to. 

Mr. llainilton moved an amend- 
ment, confining the expenditure of 
the appropriation to the subsist- 
ciicc and lrunsp*ortatiun of the cap- 
tiired Africans, but 

lived, 70 to 37. 

* Tlie bill then passed the house, 
and was sent to tin; senate for con- 
currence, 

III that body, llic amendment 
moved by xMr. C’ook, authorizing 
the transfer of accounts, was strick- 
en out, 33 ayes, 8 nays. The un- 
expended appropriations were then 
reappropriated as a substitute, and 
the bill was passed and sent to the 
house, where the amendments were 
concurred in. 

By tliis-bill^tlie following appro- 
priations were made for the naval 
service for 18'27. 


For pay, subsistence, and provision.s, 

Repairs of vessels, • 

Repairs and improvements ojT navy yards. 
Medicine and hospital stores. 

Ordnance, 

Enumerated contingencies, * 

J^on-cnumcrated do. 

, Expenses of marine corps, 

Surreys of dry docks, 

African agency. 

Arrearages prior to January, 1827. 


$1,922,496 51 

450.000 
231,700 72 

50.000 

35.000 

220.000 

5,000 

212,134 
- 2,707 27 

36,710 

. 20,000 
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FJv ii .‘^iibsrqVnt S500,000 
WTre apprnpriatcV tor tlir* gradiiaf 
irnpvovpmeul ot’ tlu* navy, pursuant 
to a particular rcconimcndatioii of 
the president in his annual message. 
By this bill, as it was tlisf intrtHiu- 
ced into the senate, an annual ap. 
proprialion of lialf a million lor 
six years, was made for the im- 
provement of the navy. 

The president was anlhorized 
to take proper measures for the 
preservation of the live oak on the 
public lands, and also^ to reserve 
all public lands, having live oak* 
thereon, fur the use of the navy. 
Two dry docks were also authori- 
zed, the one to be erected north and‘ 
the other south of the Potomac; 
and if, npon irnpiiry, it should he 
found expedient, the executive was 
authorized to cause a marine rail, 
way to be constrm;t<;d at Pensa- 
cola. An cxaiftiiiation was aiitho. 
rized of all the navy yards, and 
the president was authorised to es- 
tablish^m naval acaf?emy for the 
instruction of midshipmen and other 
naval ofticcrs. 

Mr. Hayne, the chairman of the 
naval committee, advocated its pus- 
sage, in an eloquent speech, re. 
viewing the naval policy of the 
United States, from the first exist- 
rnce of the government. 

The navy, he said, had fought 
itself into (avour, and the policy of 
the govGrnnftnl in angm'enting if, 
adopted immediately after the war, 
had not only been strictly adhered* 


;isTKU, 

to, hut unaniinou'iy approved 0 / 
by the whole nation. 

By the first act, passed April 
‘2f)lh, 1811), -SI ,000,000 per annum 
yas appropriated, for 8 yeaijs!, for 
the increase of the navy. Pivc 
years aliorwards, this ap))ropria- 
fion was reiliiced to .^'rj00,(l0(), but 
the remaining time was doubled, 
so that the same policy was still 
adiien.Ml to. 'J'he lime will ivvpire 
at the end of this session ; and it is 
now proposod to coulimie the same 
policy. 

lie lliouglit that oxperitMicc had 
demonstrated, tlial a navy was nut 
only the safest, hut the clieapcst 
defence of this country. 'I'lie peo- 
ple were f»f that opinion, and tin; po- 
licy adopted by the law ol'vISIti, 
was the first result of that opinion. 
'J'lio object of that policy ii the " 
firsi instance was to give to the 
I nited Stales a navy, consisting of 
12 ships oft he line, 20 frigates, 10 
sloops of war, 4 schooners, and 
stcuin batteries, 'fhat object has 
been nttahiod. It is true that these 
wcsscls are not all finished, but 
they arc in such a situation, that 
they can be speedily brought into 
tim public service, and tlic balance 
of the appropriations on hand, will 
he suflicicntto place those unfinish- 
ed, in a state of preservation. 

I'he fjuestion now is, shall w'C 
. stop here, or adhere tg what iliay - 
be considered the settled policy of 
•the* country, and continue the an- 
nual appropriation, and make it ap- 
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'IftliCiililo to those ohjerts upon 
(loiMMid lli« clliciency. ami 
permanent sucross o?llie iiavv. 

He no>^ went into a eumparison 
of the (liHcrcrit means of nafionaj 
'defence, and showed thc’decided 
• superiority oi’the navy. 

Cfjdcr th(;sf; eircunistanej-Sj lie 
was unw^liiii^r to subject the navy 
to an annual contest for such ap- 
pro|p'ialions, as were neeessar^ro 
preserve its ellicie.ne\ , and promote 
vfs imjiroveinciit. TJie demands 
annually mafic on the oatioicd 
liuuls, oxciSed oUi’ resuuivs's. In 
many of these, iiulividual and local 
teelinjrs and interests are deeply in- 
v<dved, and he wii-. unniiliiiii tolje 
lohf, that the navy bill stood in the 
way of some hreak-water or some 
favourile scheme of internal iin. 
provciiiLMU. To prevent »this, he 
wished an approjiriatiim for the 
navy, whieh should he a staudii:;r 
eliarfji; on the treasury, liable noi- 
ther to he iiioreasml nor diminish, 
edhv transient causes. A fund of 
this nalnre is always resorted to, 
wlieiievcr a m'eat national, oh jeevt 
is to he ohtained. Ho referred in 
illustration of this remark, to the 
annual appropriation often millions 
to the national debt — an appro, 
priation product ivc of the nmst 
'•beneficial con.se(|UCiices. Ho cun- 
sidcred it to be true econoinv,for 
iW? public to ajipropriate tlie public 
ihoncy for such objects, as involve 
the t?un interests of the couiUry ,* 
and that it would be inoni promo- 


ted by pormanniw appropriations, 
Ilian if they we./ procured upon 
an emcrjrcney. Experience has 
proved, that the frames of frigates 
can he obtained in this way, at 
about the same price as those of 
sloops of war under annual appro- 
priatioiis. He then proceeded to 
^ consider the objects to which this 
I'uiid was to be a[)plied. 

It was not now intended to in. 
crea.se the mimher of public ves- 
sels, Imt hxdiing to the future, it 
was obvious that llu? increase of 

I I ^ 

‘our cuiiuiKTce, and of the wealth 
and business of the country, will 
render an augmentation of our 
'navy necessary. To adapt our 
public (‘stahlishments to ihc condi- 
tion (d’ the country, tliey. must be 
coiisiaiitly pi’ogri'ssiiig. 'I'o stop 
short ill our course is to retrograde. 
Ships then must he built hereafter, 
if not now \vaiitc(h and to render 
them |)crmaiient, they must be 
built of seasoned limber. The live 
oak of the ^soulli deriveii all its 
durahililv from being seasoned. 
The live oak cut in 17ikS-0, forlhc 
nav y, was placed .under sheds, and 
remained in that situation until 1813. 
It was then perfi:etly sound, and 
was r.stjd for tlie frames of the In- 
dependence, Washington, and 
Vranklin. 1]his material, which is 
superior to luiv in the possession of 
any other njition, for vessels of 
.war, is fust disappearing ; and vve 
arc admonished by its rapid con- 
smnplioii, to lake immediate steps 
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for its prescrv uL»n. Our own ma- 
t\uc luis, withi\ the last twelvt* 
years, consumed an immense qiian- 
tity of it, and had led to the waste 
of a great deal more ; and last, 
though not least, an almost incredi- 
ble amount has been carried away 
for the navies of other countries. 

An intelligent agent, who was 
employed about ten years ago to 
explore the southern states, tor the 
purpose of ascertaining the quan- 
tity and quality of live oak, tit for 
naval purposes, has, within twelve 
months, been employed in the ser-' 
vice. His report represents the 
diminution as almost incredible; 
and urges the instantaneous adop- 
tion of proper measures to remedy 
the evil.. 

From one single river in Florida, 
15,000 feet of live oak were ship- 
ped within a few months ; and so 
strong is the coBviction of the navy 
department as to the diminution of 
this timber, that it has been propo- 
sed to ,set about planting young 
trees for the use of the navy. Flalf 
a century mnsi elapse before these 
can be cut ; and in the mean time, 
it is necessary to save for the pub. 
lie service all that now remains of 
a material almost imperishable. 
With this view, the bill proposed 
^2,000,000 in the whole, for the 
purchase of ship timber, to be laid 
up and preserved. , 

The next object of the*bill was, 
the building dry docks. The ex. 
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peiise of heaving down a 74 gu, 
ship,, coming into port, and making 
even small rt^iuirs, was estimate' 
at ^20,000, besides the great de 
lay. For ordinary repairs, a monti 
would be necessary ; and at cer 
tain seasons of the year, it was un. 
safe to heave a vessel down ; anc 
at all times the vessel is great!) 
strained. Besides this, vessels oflen 
require to be hove out, not fof rc. 
pairs, but for examination. This 
causes great, delay, and in time ol 
war would impair the efficiency ol 
the navy. 

With suitable dry docks, all this 
may be remedied. Ships can be 
examined and discharged iinmedi. 
ately ; and repairs, when required, 
can be made with less dcls^y and 
expense. In England, not long 
since, ac'frigate, with all her provi. 
sions and armament on board, wac 
run into dry dock for examination, 

and sailed on her destination the 
same tide. England has sixteen dry 
docks, and three more building. 
In France there arc t.velve, all of 
the most durable materials. Not 
long since, a naval officer, now a 
member of the navy board, was 
sent to Europe, to obtain the ne- 
cessary information on this and 
other subjects connected with the 
naval establishments of that con- 
tinent. In addition to the mass of 
valuable information furnished ly 
him, an experienced civil engineer 
has, under tlic orders of the navy dc- 
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partmcnt, lately made minute sur.^ 
\eys on this subject. From these 
surveys, it appeal^ tljat dry docks 

. Portsmouth, N. 11., i 
^ Charlestown, Mass. 

Brooklyn, N. V. 

* Gosport, Va. 

He n(\w proceeded to remark 
upon the marine railway at Peusa. 
cola^ which, ho said, from the best 
information before the committee, 
ihoy were convinced, was cheaper 
than a dry dork ; and that it might 
be advantageously used for sloops 
of war and smaller vessels, though 
hazardous for the repairs of frigates 
and ships of the line. The bill 
proposes to erect a railway where 
it will be certainly useful, and 
whcic we can learn from expe- 
ricnce its practical valiuv 
, The only remaining object of the 
bill was the naval academy. He 
thought it unnecessary to descant 
upon the superiority of the scien- 
tific, over the uncultivated naval 

* oificer. This question' was fully 
settled in the public mind.^ Thq 
simple question is, whether it is ex- 
pedient to give this scientific 
superiority to the officers of the 
navy, at the public expense. The 

* object of the academy is, to place 
-within the reach of all thq officers, 
wHat men of superior minds ac- 
qirife by extraordinary exertion. — ^ 
Both fn France and England tiicrc 
are ilhval Schools.’ The navios, 


at the following plyes, will costas 
follows 

$ 349,571 

356,864 

380,116 

398,800 

of those countries arc steadily itn. 
'proving; and wc must advance 
step by step with them. 

In peace, toes more than one half 
of the navy must be in ordinar}’. 
Of course the officers then employ- 
cd, will 001^4)6 equal to the cxigen- 
cies of war. The officers now in 
the navy will not be sufficient to 
•command one half of the vessels 
built. This appears from an offi- 
cial report of the secretary of the 
navy. 

In Europe provision is made for 
the requisite number of officers 'in 
war, by keepiilg a larger peace 
establishment than is consistent 
with the policy of the United 
States. 

The evil must be then remedied, 
in some other way, and the naval 
academy pre^nts the most effi- 
cient means. 

If the greater portion of the 
midshipmen were thoroughly edu- 
cated men, and fit to be lioiitcnaiits, 
(which' is not the case at present,) 
in the event of a war, the list of 
officers might be completed by 
promqtioiis from ,thc iiifcrioi* 
grades, and the dcfioiciicy in the 
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class of midsi ipmen could with 
case be tilled if from among tl^c 
iptomising young men of the coiin- 
Uy. 

The present orgaiiizatioii of the 
officers will not admit of such an 
arrangement. 

Such are the objects proposed 
by this bill. In proposing the ap- 
propriation of half a million of dol- 
lars a year Oar the gradual ira- 
. provement of the navy, the com- 
mittee deemed it fair and proper to 
introduce into the bill all the ob- 
jects to which it was proposed »o 
apply that fund. The 'senate thus 
have a connected view of all that 
it is designed to do for the improve- 
ment of the navy ; and by taking 
their opinion on each proj)osition 
separately, we know that nothing 
can be retained in the hill which 
hai not a majority in its favour. If 
this bill shall pass, ' cry little will 
remain to be flone, for several 
years to come, for the advance- 
ment of the navy. It will l)e ne- 
cessary,*indeed, to give a better 
organization to the peace establish- 
ment, and to revise tlic rules and 
regulations for the JovAnment of 
the navy, both of^vhich objects will 
engage the early and earnest at- 
tention of the committee, at the 
next session. Nothing further will 
then remain to ho *(1000, but tro 
keep the system in vigorous and 
harmonious. oncraliorf, in order to 
fulfil the proudest hopes o*f tlfc na-* 
lion in relation to the navy. 


Mr. Chandler objected to the 
bill, because so much was left to# 
the discretior of* the executive. — 
This satisfied him that the bill 
was* not siifliciently Understood. 
Mo therefore moved to lay tb’} hill 
on the table, with the view of de- 
feating it. 

This motion wms lost. 

Mr. Woodbury moved ah amend- 
ment, fixing the siie of one dr) 
dock at (losport, and the other at 
Portsmouth ; and went into a com- 
parison ol‘ i'lic advantages of the 
hitter j»ort over CMiarlostown. 

Mr. Silsbie leplied, and the 
aincndnienl was rejected. 

Mr. Sniilh, of Sttiilli Carolina, 
moved to strike out that part of the 
bill, providing tor a naval acade- 
my. It was a now snbji'Ct, and 
would be attended w ith expense, of 
the extent of which they w ere not 
yet aware. 

Mr. Ilaync denied that it was a 
new proposition. It had been act- 
ed upon and discussed during the 
last sessioii, upon the recommend- 
ution of the executive. As to the 
Expense, the cost of its eNtahlish- 
ment w as estimated at .j^.‘IO,OftO ; 
and its annual expense would not 
exceed a few thousand dollars. — 
As the sloop of war, attached to 
the school (or exercise, was to be 
employed on actual service, the* 
midshipmen on hoard would take 
the place of others. 

Mr. Johnston said, that the an- 
nuar expense would probably nt*i 
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exceed iiCOiX). The great diffe-, 
^iicc between the expense of the 
'West Point acadetiiy^nd the naval 
school, was caused by the pay and 
^ , rations of the cadets ; whereas the 
.midshipmen already have theirs^;, 
and of course, do not cause any 
additional c\1)cn<)e. The motion 
was rejected, 2'i to 22, 'ren acres 
then being fixed upon as thequan* < 
tity of land for tlie site of an aca- 
deirfy; the bill was passed, and 
^sciii to the house for <' 0 f!currence. 

On the 1,-! i March, this bill 
was takon^ up In flic house, and 
Mr. S-nrrs inovi'd to strike out an 
amcmlmeiit iul reduced by the com* 
milieu uii iuivul itll'uii.s, the 
sites of the dry docks at Ports- 
mouth, Brooklyn, and Gosport, 
'i'his motion was agreed to, with the 
view of leaving the solectioii of 
[daces to the president. Ilr. Bart- 
lett then moved to amend the bill, 
so as to anthori'/e the construction 
of four dry ilocks, instead of three, 
tiie number reported from thecom- 
• millee. 'Diis motion was negatived. 
Mr. Lastman then nmved to :.irike 
out the section autiinri’/ing*aiiavM 
academy. Messrs. I lofl'm.ui, Kro- 
mer, Wickliife, Burgess, Sawyer, 
and Braiilo\,advocaied lliis aiqend- 
ment. Messrs. Drayton, Bucha- 
nan, Weems, Kiorrs, S. Wood, anti 
iyalhiry opposed it. * 'fhe house 
sjjruckoiil thatsecliou, by a vote of 
.HtlUi78. After an inetfec.’tual iiUempt 
to I'itluce the np[iropriatioii, on ac- 
. count of the rejection of the liaval 


school, the bill was bassed, and sent 
to the senate, with wc amendments. 

The amendinch't increasing the 
number of dry docks to three, was 
then disagreed to, 28 negative, 
10 aflirmativo ; but tlie amendment 
striking out the naval school, was 
agreed to, 22 to 21. In the house, 
the amendment respecting dry- 
docks, was at first insisted on, 06 tu 
44 ; but the senate ^ insisting ou 
its disagreement, 23 to 10, a com- 
mitteo of conference was appointed 
by the two houses, which recoin- 
njfciided, that the house recede from 
its amendiAcnt, and that a clause 
be added to the bill, rccoinii’..’ri'ling 
two marc docks, at Dreol\l\ii, and 
at Portsmouth; to he commenced 
when the others .shall lie linislied. 
The .s'cnate, however, ndiised to 
concur in this rciM.mniendafion, 26 
to M; and the lionse, tinding tjnit 
the bill wmild^otherwise he lost, re- 
ceded frmii it'} ?iim‘iMhiieii1, ;md 
pa.'^sed the bill. 

When the bill, making ;q.[)rupnii- 
tions for the public buildings, was 
under consideration. .Mr. Ivverett, 
moved afi :i.»nei>iiment, h\' ^\hicl^ 
.^2r),t)0l.', wiiii’ii l;ii-] been appropri- 
ated last year, for fnriii.shing the 
east room in tlie. presldout's I'.ousc. 
wero jiansfeiTi d to the unappro- 
priated fund , in the treasury; ex- 
cepting wliieii hail been al- 

ready expended, under the act. 
Tliiis njipropriatioii i!ad been made 
the suhjert of much chunoiir against 
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liio ^irc^uiont, iJihough it iiad hoeu 
4)l\ffma\iy madcVmost witliout o|). 
posUiun, in congress. In order to* 
rebut such accusations of extrava- 
gmicc and prodigality, some of the 
friends of the present iiicinnbent 
supported this aincndincnt. 

Mr. Webster said he would sup- 
port the anujudment, hut it was with 
great regret. He Ihouglit it due in 
justice to the individual himself, who 
had been made the sub ject of such 
unmerited attack. M’^e who livt; 
here, know full well, that there would 
he no extravagance in ^giving tluc 
sum reported; but as misrepre- 
sentations had been made, he would 
not give a vote which could sanc- 
tion them any further. He stated, 
that the eoinniittoo had reported 
tliis appropriation last year, without 
any re(|no>t of flio president, or 
any comuumicatioii with him. He 
liimself uns ilion oupost'd to it: 
but it seemed to be, ihe wish, al- 
most the uuauiuunis wish, of 
tlio house. The genlleiuuii from 
(Jeorgia ,pul the <picv»lioii on its 
true grouiul. ft has, however, 
been made a ground for a charge 
of cxtruvagaiu'c 1 avid tluireforc, 
it is unjust to iijin wlui has nut 
asked for it, to give room for fur- 
thcr misn!pres<;ulalion. On liie 
subject of iuriiisliing tlio .presi- 
dent’s house, lu; prodiiced a ccrli* 
tied statement from the register of 
ihc treasury, giving an aceouni of 
the money exf»;nded on life presi- 
dent’s house in everv ndfriiiii‘ilr!i. 


jioii. (I'en. WasliiiigionliadeAjMinJ- 
cd 0 ( 1(1 ; Mr. Aflams -yif'MUtO / 
Mr. .Iel^erson|,'J•^^,()00 ; Mr. Madi ■ 
son $ 25 . 00 ( 1 ; and iMr. .Moiiroij 
$Jj(f,000. The approi/riiiiion for the. 
ivrescnl incumbent was that, Whicl) 
was in the rccolleetum of the house. 

Mr. Korsyth said, the occurrences 
of the last session are known. Jfc 
tiiought tlic approj)riatioii neces- 
sary, and still thought so. He did 
not lead in tlm discussion, but mere- 
ly followed. He had tiiought that 
Ihc committee, in presenting tlie 
subject last sessimi, iuleiulcd In 
give a silent vote. Hut now t In- 
case is changed. A gentleman of 
Ihc committee proposes only $()000, 
and is supported in lliis view by his 
colleague. If the committee think 
this sufficient, he had no wish to 
increase it. Ho had no desire to 
give reason for imputations on the 
president. He should do it with 
great regret, thinking Ihc first sum 
not loo large. It has been said, the 
finishing this room would ndargo 
the expenditure of the president. 
This did not necessarily follow. 
Jfc wilt act from his own taste .'uid 
feolijig. No otic would complain 
if«he expeniled less in his cute r- 
tainyients. 

The amendment wsis carried. 
}im;s 1)7, ami aficr making provi- 
sion for an nssistnnt lihrariiin, t'o 
the congressional librarian, the l>ill 
was passed, smd sent to Ihe sfiiale 
for concurrenee. Some disarreo- 
rnenira ft f'l v/ards occurred helweeii 
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yic Lwo houses, relative, to tho «;om- nmkiiig the folic, Jing uppropriii- 
Vjiletioii of llio ca})it(^, hut it. was *iioiis for the public buildings ; — 
linally adjusled, and the bill passctl, 

Foi completing the work on and abojit the capitol and en- 
clftsiircs, ^ $83,083 05 

Repairs on the capitol, .500 

Repairs, &:e.*nt war and navy doparlnienls. 1,105 3.5 


I’irc apparatus, 

(’oinpleting peniteuliai \ , , 

Oflice of clerk of supreme <:ou4, 

C^ongress, having made the an- 
,iiiial appropriations, adjourned on 
ilie third of Myrcli, leaving unfinish- 
I'd an iinproecdentcd iiuinhcr ol 
bills, the passage of many of wbieb 
was iinpericusly d(?nuinded by the 
jmblic interest, 'foo mneb of its 
lime had been consumed in debates 
of a political cbaracler, and the 
feeling which was universally 
manifested of disappointment, and 
chagrin, at the manner in which 
the attention of the national Icgis. 
iature had been diverted from the 
business td' the roiintry, fixed the 
stamp of ]mblii*. reprobation upon 

• the lOlli congress, and.lcil no re- 
gret at its coiislilutional termina- 
lion. 

Among tlin extraordinary mca- 

surcs adopted this Aviiiler by ihosV 
who composed flic opposition, ^vas 

* one, which, considered in con- 
flexion with the principles held bv 

tbp.t parly, on the jmwers of the 


1,227 
15,3110 
• 4.50 

on Ibr several fears pa?l, between 
tl»e people of Alissouri and the 
citizens of Mexico, by means of 
caravans lV«m St. Louis. Some of 
these trailers had been plundered 
by Indians, in the Mexican terri- 
tory, and llieir demands for indoin. 
nity, if tenable, fell properly within 
the cognizance ot‘ tliat department 
of the govcriirnent, having the 
management of our foreign rela- 
tions. I’liis obvious reticetfou 
was either overlooked, or inten- 
tionally disregarded, by one of the 
senators of that stale, Mr. Renton. 
On the 3d of January, in his ofli- 
cial capacity, as a repicsi^ntative 
of a state, Mr. Renton addressed a 
letter to the' Aloxicaii minister m 
AVashinglon, claiming indcinnitv 
for these claims, jrtid opening a cm - 
respoiidciici’, with the view of ol). 
laining it from the government ol 

iMexii“v%. 

* 'fbe Mexiban minister, under- 


fejb-'ral goveriinieiit, and the rights standing that the senate was flic 
o]* lli<i stall's, is deserv ing of a pas'! const it utionar body, y » Talifv or re- 
mg iiiiliei*. • ^ ject all treaties, supposed if lo be 

111 inland inidi' li ol bi'i'ii l■a^Ticd^. an ollv’ifd a«'f and :m‘''v'M''d ijir 
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icttcr, j'cijuestiiiW an explanation of Terence of foreign powers, m our 


eertain statements, made by Mr. 
Benton. In whatever view this cor- 
respondence is considered, it is ex- 
traordinary and unprecedented. 

The negotiation willi lorcign 
pow'ers, is confided, by the consti- 
tution, to the executive depart- 
ment of the federal goverimiciit ; 
and if members of the senate, un- 
dertake to represent their respec- 
tive states in such tiansacfions, a 
door is at once opened to the inter- 


doincstic concerKS ; and the adva/i 
tages of representing the sove- 
reignty of the United- States, in 
o,nc government, arc relinquished. 

The whole transaction was a 
violation of the confederating prin- 
ciple of the American union, with- 
out a precedent, and ii.volved a 
departure from tlic spirit and letter 
of the constitution, never witnessed 
before, and one, which, it is to be 
hoped, will never occur again, 
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COKFORMABLV 10 lllC l>l’0Vihl011 Ol 

Mic constitution Ol' Mexico, the sc- 
/.'ond congress assembled the drsl 
day of the year 1827. \pprchc»- 
'ions ot‘ open hostility iVom 8paiii, 
tio longer exercised any exten- 
.Mve intlueiice over public moa- 
- ure.s : but still the acts ol' the nu- 
1 tonal legislature., and the general 
history of the year, will show that 
learsj cither real or afl’eeted, of 
^Spanish partialities and corruption, 
within the republic, produced tlio 
greatest agitation in the, publv- 

■ mind. The message presented 

■ by president Victoria, at the opep- 
ing of the chainher.s, congratulated 
the nieinbers, that tlie perioef for 
ihi; return of their duties, found the 

'••piintry trampiil ; and its prosperity 
increasing from day to day, as its re- 
liublican institutions graduall> ac- 
‘Ttihrffd matnritv and solidih . 

IIT'. staled, that a special miipsto^. 
■signor ( ’ams'dio.liad been desnat^li’* 


cd to London, lor liic purpose of 
inukiiig certiiiii c.\pluiiuliuiis, which 
•were necessary for the completion 
of the treaty with Great Britain : 
and that the treaty with the IJiiitcd 
States would be submitted to the 
congress, it beijjg coiilideiitly c.\' 
pcctcd that the public relations w^tli 
two governments , of so much im- 
portance, would speedily be put 
upon a stable and permanent fool- 
ing, by the imitual ratification ol' 
these treaties. In fact, at the close 
of the first session of the legisla- 
ture in IV^ay*, preigident Victoria an- 
nounced, that the negotiations with 
England had linished; and the 
treaty had arrived in Mexico to re- 
ceive its ratification. He stated 
furthet', that an arrangement witli 
France was also anticipated. A 
commercial ^ agent had presented 
.liimsplf^ii behalf of kiic Frencli go- 
verninenl ; but as he bore a com- 
’ fnission only from Admiral Di'- 
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pcrrc, oo]nni^;idiiig on tlio station 
of the Antilles, the executive. rT 
Mexico had thought lit not to recog- 
nise him ill his public capacity, until 
he could exhibit credentials direct 
from his king, and in due form. A 
confidential agent was now in Paris, 
to represent the iiiterc.sts of Mexi- 
co ; and the Mexican flag was ad- 
mitted in the French ports on pre- 
cisely the same ternw that the 
ships of Franco were in the ports 
of the republic. These circuin- 
stance.^, it was hoped, would lead 
to a more frank and i,ihcral inter 
course between the two govern- 
ments, than France hud heretofore 
been willing to allow. 

Nothing had occurred to inter- 
rupt the friendly relations oi' Mexi- 
co with the other governments of 
the south. Tlio disorders in Cen- 
tral America. ; the apprehended 
change in the con.s'litution of Co- 
lumbia; the war between Brazil 
and Buenos Ayres ; and the unset- 
tled state of these countries, afford- 
ed serious cause of regret to the 
government of Mexico. But the 
president had carefully abstained 
from the commission of any acts, 
which could compromise the strict 
neutrality of Ihe republic, in regard 
either to thf3 external wars, or the 
domestic commotions of its common 
alii'’: ,udll not attempt a 

minute account of the proceedings 
of the Mcxi(;an ]egisluru,r(i ; hut, 
•merely enter into explanalions 
concerning a few sub jects of gene- 


ral interest. One was, llie discu.-* 
sion concerning the slate of tin? 
church. In* consc((ucncc of tlio in 
judicious letter of the pa[.al courl. 
exhorting the Spanish Americai,.-j 
to rctu'.n to their allegiance, grcai 
opposition existed to making a co/i- 
cordat with the see of Rome. Sonic 
of the state legislatures f pcnly op- 
posed it. Those of Zacatecas and 
Darango addrcs.sed energetic me- 
inorials to the general government, 
recommending the a.ssuniplion o 
the fratronatc. .lalisco went so far 
as to take the collcciioii of llu; 
tithes out of the hands of the clergy, 
and vest it in a junta ot’ four, oi 
whom, hut one member was an C!C- 
clcsiaslic. A committee of con- 
gresS) in reporting upon the in- 
structions given to the envoy to 
Korao ; .while they professed a dis- 
position to he governed by tiic pop'i 
in matters of fai til, advi.sed the con- 
vocation of a general council, to 
meet every ten years, for tin; pnrpo.se, 
it i.s to be presiiiiied, of regnlnting 
points of church governnient, inde- 
pendent of the pope ; and urged, 
that a certain sum annually should 
he paid to him, in the shape of a 
vohinlary gill, and not of tribute, 
as tlio ha.sis of a ronrnrdat. 

But the measures in respect to 
the old Spaniards, r(‘proachfnlly'’ 
known by the epithet, of (.jachu- 
pines, are the most curious and itn- 
porlani. Notwithstanding the cofi- 
ctitution guaranteed to them eipiai 
lights with the Creoles: vet the en- 
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j^uty of the latter towards them, has 
irhghtfidly increase^ within tlie htst 
yeai;j and now renders Tlic sitiuition 
of every Spwnard in Mexico, criii- 
r«l in the highest degree. Recent^ 

• vonts^j»ai’ticularly the [dot*ofPa- 
4lVe‘ Arenas', of which we sliall 
speak hereafter, have served to ex- 
cite suspicions against Spaniards, 

Jt is true ; hut independent of any 
^peeilic incident, a rooted liostilit)' 
exists between the two classes, 
«‘fcated hy natural causes, and fos- 
tered by designing men. Much of 
this antipathy of tin* (heoles against 
the Gachnpincs, is handed down, 
undoubtedly, from llie lime wlien 
the latter possessed every p<»st of 
iioiiouraiid profit in tiie count rv,and 
the former were iiealed us a de- 
graded caste. J{ut otlier caiisc‘s exist 
for the present oxcilenKml on the 
8ujbjcct ; among these, it is to he 
considered, that, us Spanish faini- 
Ues hold the great mass of the: real 
property, they tire objects of jea- 
lousy on that account ; and their su- 
perior learning, and the more aris- 
tocratic condition in life which they 
jiave enjoyed, probably aggravate 
the ciiinily of the poorer classes.^ 
Vdd to this, what is gcuierally Inio 
of them, that their seerel jiarticTli- 
•lies, their wishes, and Siuneiiines 
ll^eir iiiilucnce, arc opposed to the 
repuhlicaii institutions of the conn- 
iry\* (I'roat cll«»rls are neulo 
aiigniont their iinpopnlarity, by all 
iliecoUkplicafed maehinery of a fn*c 
pre^s. V'^^savs in the. newspapers. 


handbills couclicd i»f the most in- 
llaHinfiatory language, satirical pla- 
cards; in short, all the devices, 
which the ingcHuily of party aiii- 
inosily can invent, are industrious- 
ly put in rocpiisition, to render tin* 
►Spaniards a marked and Iralcd 
race. 

Under the influrnci*. of these feci- 
ins, co-uperating with some jusL 
causes of suspicion, a*law passed 
the federal eon^rcs? depriving all 
natives of ypaiii, employed in tin) 
army, custom-houso, and post of- 
»ic(% of ilio i^aces held, until Spain 
should recognise the independence 
of Mexico. It was puldished m 
the cily of jMexieo, on llie I lih of 
May, and itccimmI wiih ex<rava- 
gunidcmonst nil ions of joy .on the 
part of the populace. In antieipa- 
lioii of it, all business was suspend- 
ed throiigiioui the city, and the 
Spanish merebants, justly alarmed 
for the safely of tiieir jiroperty and 
lives, awaited the event wiih trem- 
bling anxiety.^ The prochynalioii 
of the law w as followed by the dis- 
charge ol’ firc-works, and the ring- 
ing of the l>elKthrjL>nghoui the re- 
maindor of the day. Notliing but 
the jireseiiee of a strong guard un- 
der arms, and bodies of cavalry to 
palrole the streets, prevented the 
mob fixmi breaking out into the 
most violent outrages against the 
objects of lljeir jealousy and 
lilttred, . V 

• This law was lollowed by others, 
f.*iiact(*d in -en'ral of the states, ot 
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a more decided character. They 
began by immediately adopting llic 
principle of the law, and applying 
it to the states, so as to exclude all 
native Spaniards from holding any 
ollice of trust or profit in the slate, 
with various modifications of liard. 
ship to the disfranchised persons. 
Tims the state of Querctaro, by an 
act, under date of May !31.st, whicii 
wc have before us, decreed their 
suspension from (Alice until 8pain 
should acknowledge the indopen- 
donee of Mexico, conlinuing to 
them one half of tboir saiaric«(, 
during their suspension. S(jon af- 
terwards, the stale of Mexico pro- 
hibited all Spaniards in tint slut<: 
from wearing or usijig arms of any 
description, without special license 
from the govcriKU*, 

Things remained in tins postun^ 
•luring the summer ; but at the close 
of it, the excitement and vi«duncc 
against t.lm Spaniards broUej forth 
in the most unreleiiting persecu- 
tion, The legislature of tlic state 
of Ja'iisco, had passed a decree 
lor the expulsion from that state of 
all the native »Sp!»'niar»ls resident 
there ; and although the decree was 
discussed in the national senate in 
September, and pronounced un- 
constitutional by that branch oflhc 
legislature ; yet the zeal of the 
states, and the activity of iiidividu- 
als, appeared likely to efle-ct what, 
congress d^/clincd to do, acting 
in behalf of the whole nation. /V* 
vesolntioTi was submitted in the 


house of representatives, for the 
banishment of ail {Spanish eccie:d- 
astics, and liie confiscation of their 
prpperf V ; hut it did not obtain a 
majority of votes. In Acapulf*: 
and its>>neighbourhood, a movement 
was made by th(; natives against 
the Spaniards, which drove the 
latter to take refuge iii^ the ships 
laying in the harbour, for llie pre- 
servation of tlioir lives. Here, anti 
elsewhere, barbarous excesses 
were committed by the populace, 
such as pursuing the {Spaniards in 
the streets ivithknives.and swords ; 
and the cry for blood was raised 
in some of the newspapers, and by 
individuals in congress, in a way to 
shock every friend of humanity and 
of social order. 

in October, the state of Mexico 
passing a (h e rec for tlio expulsion 
of all tin; Spanish clergy and 
priests from’ the territory of tin) 
stale ; and the iransl'er of all tlie 
cliurch properly in their hands, 
such as ilje convents, with their fur. 
iiiture, lauds, and stock, image.- 
and (n’nanient.s of churches, and 
the like, to native ecclesiastic.^. 

^ under the direction of (ho governo'* 
of the state. This decree w'as 
pAssod on the liStii of October, 
and on the iilhl rati lied by llie exe- 
cutivcj council, wiio ordered lliat it 
should go into com[)!el('. o|)cratioii 
williin oiglit days from its publica- 
tion. Indeed, a general cxcito- 
mQnt against the pcrscciitcJ Spa- 
niards, seemed to pervade tin 
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Nviiolo country. At Oaxaca, Val.^ 
(Xdoiid, Michoacan, and in other 
]daces, the people ifnitcd in' dc- 
inaiiding their exjnilijioii from the 
■.•pinitry. Some slate legislatures 
werc% favour of the baiiishmeiVi 
,of all iudiseriiniiiatcly ; others 
Avore for confining the sentence to 
the unnic^'i’icd, and (hose who had 
been resident in the country only 
ior a <;ertain period. Some g9.vo 
authority to the Spuiiiards to carry 
jiway "’ll their nroperty ; others 
limited the pegrinission.* 'Hius Cua- 
flalaxara prohibited their remo- 
ving any property exceeding live 
hundred dollars in amount. — 
I'iarly in December, also, a po- 
pular commotion was excited in 
Vera (’ruz against the proscribed 
class, and only appensfid by the 
municipality’s yielding to Ijie pub- 
Ije voice. Indeed, no alternative 
cemed left to the untbrlunate Spa- 
niards, whom choice or accident 
had fixed in^Iexico, hut to escape 
as speedily as jmssible from a 
country, whore they and their pro- 
perty seemed devoted as a sacrilice, 
to apj)ease the* popular fury. The la- 
test ollicial acton the subject, which 
wc have seen, is the decree of tlfe 
legislature ol' Vera Cruz, requiring 
all Spaniards, under iilly years of 
.ago, or who have not borne arms 
iii the war of indcpctidcnce, with 
certain specified exceptions, to 
h^TOthe ebuntry within thirty days: 
Thcie is great cause to apprehend 
that the public oxcilcmcnl against . 


the Spaniards, by cJmpelling them 
Iq sacrifice their property, and ex- 
polling from the country a whole 
class of persons, may have inju- 
rious eflccts upon the prosperity of 
Mexico, analogous to those which 
Spain sustained from the expulsion 
of the Moors. Indeed, many of 
the circumstances of the present. 
’ case are calculated to cull to m.-ul 
the causes :i;nl coii» iueuces of 
the c‘iior; .injl it is therefore to 
be hoped, that (he national congress 
may moderate, rather than yield, 
unresistingly', to the pressure of 
the popular excitement. 

Much interest was felt in the 
.trial and execution of Padre Are- 
nas, a native of New Castile, and 
friar of St, Diego, who was detect- 
ed i]i a plot against the republic, 
in favour of Spain, and condemned 
to be shot for liis treasonable jit- 
tempt, liis i^cclcsiastical habit 
occasioned much delay in the exe- 
cution of the sentence pronounced 
upon him by the council of war. 
The Spaniards Ibcmselvcsr, ^during 
the revolution, were not so scrupu- 
lous about fiM'ins in putting to death 
Hidalgo, iUoreloSj'and other priests, 
who fi'll into theif power. But it 
ist<) the honour ofthc Mexican go- 
vernment, that they allowed the ec- 
clesiastical tribunal to proceed in 
file regular mode to degrade Are- 
mis, according to the canon law, 
before ordcnfig his expeution. It 
"showed the strength of the adminis- 
tration, which found it unnecessa- 



U»*^ ANNUAL KKLICTKR, 1820-.A 

TV to puvsuo ll\' hav^h and iiasty freshments, and religious cousohi- 


measures which disgraced theyr, 
opponents during the revolution. 
It is i>rohahl(;, howevc^r, that the 
ecclesiastical courts felt no dispo- 
sition to facilitate the punishiiient 
of Arenas ; and the Mexico ii news- 
papers complained in no very mo- 
derate terms, of the frivolous pre- 
texts, which it was said the eccle- 
siastical coiiris availed thoinselves 
.of to gain time, fy consequence 
of these delays. Mannel J^cgiira, 
another of the ennsjurators, who 
was apprehended long al'irr Ave-^ 
lias, was tried, condemned, and 
executed, before the proceedings 
against the latter were brought to 
a close. Mncli as we shouhl do. 
prccatc the existence ef ^n«;h a 
system of laws, sliil we l/jink rrpdit 
is due to the govormnenl, for sillier- 
ingthem to take tlieir eour.se, par- 
ticularly in .such a e?se. 

At length, howV'ver, the order for 
the e.xccntioii of Arenas was sign- 
ed, and tlic time and jdaco for it 
appointed. At lialf* past twelve 
ill tlic night, between tlie Island 
2d of June, Arenas \vt\s devested of 
his clerical habit, arid dlollied in 
lay habilinieiits ; and at one the 
.same morning, he was taken from 
the prison in a coach, acconipiiuied 
only by the necessary otVicers, 
and a single company of guards, 
who marched with the gn!ute.st .si- 
lence and cireurnspection, to the 
quarters of the liorsi? ilrtiilerv,'' 
where the prisoners jcceiM-d re- 


lion. Proceeding in the same or/ 
(ler, at 5o’clo#k A. M. they took the* 
road to Chapullepec, where suita- 
hie prcpuratioirs had been made fof, 
tfte c-xcqnfioii. On orriving'tierc, 
the strengtii and spirits of the crimi- 
nal failed him altogether ; and 
being unable to walk from the 
coach,, he was carried, or rather 
dragged, to the fatal .spot, by five of 
the soldiers, composing the guard, 
and received the shot in his back.. 
TIis body, after remaijiiiig exposed 
for three liours as a public specta- 
clc, was delivered up to the monks 
of his conimunity, and carried by 
them to the convent of Tacubaya, 
to be secretly interred. Mucii 
dissatisfaction was occasioned by 
i!jc precautions adopted by the go- 
vernment, to have Arenas executed 
in private. The populace of Mexi- 
had counted confidently upon 
enjoying tlie triumph of such a 
scene ; and their disappointment 
wa.s extreme, w hen tlicy found that, 
I'y reason of the carlinc.ss of the 
hour, and the remotencs.s of the 
place df execution, llifiv were de- 
prived oj* the anticipated gratili- 
ejfiion. liut the course pursued 
was, evidently, in the existing 
circumstances of the case, the 
most politic and humane ; and 
was creditable to the judgment of 
fcJr. Kamos Aiizpc, the .sccrctu- 
ry, to whom the measure wOfS.ys#- 
crihed. „ 

, I’rtvioiJs to thi.s lime, the aiTe>^t 
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•)1‘ iwo goiicials of division, D. Pc-* 
?lro Celcstino Negrete, and D.Joae 
^\ntonio Kchavarri, {Accused oT be- 
ing iiuplicatcd in the conspiracy of 
^Vrenas, had taken place ; and the 
circKitistances attending it produ- 
, ced great excitement. These ofH- 
(;ers were both distinguished in the 
rcvoliitioji; and allhoiigh Spaniards, 
had been active in the causes of in- * 
dependence, and in opposition to 
llurlhle. On the 21st of Mareh, at 
•jiriidnighl, they were both arrested, 
and sent under a .strong eju a rd, \e- 
Jiiele to tlio foilress or Acapulco, 
and Kchvarii u; ii»at ol’Perote. The 
opposition |)apor.s rcpiesentcd this 
act as a violent infringement of the 
I 11 W.S, and accused the government 
of violating the constiliition, by an 
illegal arrest. The subject was 
discussed in the senate, on a coin- 
plaint of the wife of general Ne- 
grete, against the secrctar, of war, 
demanding his trial for the a!S» ;.-ed 
violation of the conslitniiun. ,,\i\ 
the secretary successfully viuiiica- 
ted himself from the .charge, by 
showing, that the arrests would have 
been lawful, even if made by ordeV 
of the executive, under the 112t]i 
article of the constitution ; but thkt 
in fact, the two generals werQ ap- 
prehended on the accusations of 
^private individuals, and by order of 
tlie competent judicial autiioritics. 
And on the 10th of May, the report 
o^j^ommittcc of the senate, cxcuH 
pating the. government from aU 


blann^, was accepted by a great 
jijajority of that body. 

During tlic months of March and 
April, a local disturbance occurred 
in Durango, which, although it 
threatened serious coiLsequcnccs at 
iirst, w a.s easily quelled in the end. 
On the 10th of March, lieutenant, 
colonel Jose Maria Gonzalez, com- 
iiianding the national troops sta- 
tioned in Victoria dotDurango, re- 
volted from the government, and, 
putting him.self at the head of a bo- 
dy of the .soldiery, opened the pri- 
S011.S, and ajiincd the prisoners ; ar- 
rcste«l the govoinor, dissolved the 
legislature, and estai)lished a revo- 
lutionary junta, to give their pro- 
ceedings the form of law. Ill de- 
fined rumour.^ prevailed a.s to their 
purpose, which wa.s variously rc- 
])orlrd (0 he, eiiiu^r the di.ssolutiou 
of the federal s)s(em, or tlio ele*a. 
lion of ii son^of liuibido to the 
throne. Halt’ the siatc-congrcss 
escaped, but (Jonzaloz conipclled 
the rest of the members (0 assem- 
ble to sit as the true Icgisltdivc bo- 
dy. The local authorities found it 
impossible to restore order. Tlicy 
despatcliAl aWVsengcr in secret 
to obtain succour from the coni- 
maudaut general of the stale, D. 
Jose Joaq\iin Ayestaran; and a 
part cd’ the Iroop.s, who remained 
faithful to their duty, marched out 
to meet him ; but they wore inter- 
cepted by Gotozalcz, and eoinpollcd 
*or persuaded to join lhcm«:elves to 
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his stamlanl. In consequence of in the Texas, who pretentied 
this, fhfinernbors of ihelcgislatufc* aflcct the senamtion of that \m/ 
advrscil tlio governor tr^ desire vince irom ^UJxico. They fogiid 
Aycslaran to retire.* more difliciiliy in putting a slop to 

Intelligence of these proceedings the ravages oftlie Yaquis iiulian*^. 
reaching the capital whilst congress in the pAvince of Sonora ; ln!t thi^ 
was in session, that body instantly object they tinally fjfcomplishrd 
look effective measures for redu- But disorders ot‘ various hinds oc- 
cing the seditious soldiery to suh- ctirrcd in another quarts r of the 
mission. On the 2‘lth of March, republic, where a better spirit, 
both houses passed a resolution for miglit have l)cen supjiosed to exist : 

* placing three thousand of the mill- We allude to the scries of incidents, 
tia at the disposal of the prcshlent wherein the state of Vera Criiy 
of the republic, I'ui* tlie pacification bore so prominent a part, and 
of Durango ; and declared null arid which we now proceed to relate, 
void all the acts and decrees of the Political parties in Mexico at the 
authorities of that state, extorted present time are distinguished by 
from them by coercion or intiinida. the name oftlie masonic rite, whicli 
tion. The executive promptly each is snp])osed to countenance, 
adopted . effective measures for Our readers muy not all urulcr- 
bringing the rioters to obodici'ico. stand Hint a schisiu c.xists among 
General Parres, who was sent the Eng'ish masons, who arc divid- 
against thorn to restore order, en- cd into York masons and Scotlish 
tcred Durango on '"’the 11th of masons, from the respective sources 
April, with a small party ol' dra- whence they derive their rites, 
goons ; and on his afipearanec, the One party in Mexico is called cl dn 
disaffected soldiers abandoned their Rsrnda or E.vrt»m7'.v; the other 
leader, Gonzalez, anrf passed over Ymlinoa ; ’names having intrinsic 
to the general, with all their officers, rally ;jhout as much mciuiiug a.s 
except two, who cscaocd w'itli (ion- the epithets of whig and torv, 
zalez himself. The insurrection, which disfinguish political par- 
which had threatened evil cons<!- ties in England ; hnt possessing, 
quenccs to the republic, was thus like the last, a very definite appli- 
happily terminated ; serving, how- ration. The Ravorexes are coin- 
ever, to demonstrate the intonvc- po.scd of the higher orders of the 
nicncc of the largi) .standing army clergy, who were bitterly disap- 
maintained by the Mexicans. pointed by the issue of the revohi- 

The government easily .succeed- , tion of Igiiala ; of the arlstoc^<i^^ ; 
ud, also, in suppressing the idle and of the moiiarehists, many of wiiom 
ab.surd movement of those persrms -would rejoice to see a nieniher ol’ 
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the house of Bourbon on the 
tlironc of Mexico i; of ccntnilisis, 
aristocrats in disguise, cloaking 
their designs under a pretended 
anxict^^ for a consolidated re iibli. 
Cun gdverniiiciit ; and iiifaliy of 
• European S{)aniui'ds, who never 
can be reconciled to a goveninient 
udniinislaved by the native Atneri. 
cans, and whose bigotry and pre- 
judice are uow recoding u|)ou tlieir 
own heads. 'fhe yorkinus are 
f^ie party of the pcoph.*, the coun-. 
fry, the existing g«.vernnn‘ii», an 
the .sincere-friends and su; , 
of the I'cderal Kvstcni, am. ol 
the oilier guaraiilees of llie re- 
publican order, who.se cause is 
that of political and religious 
fi’ccdoin. 'rhc.se explanations are 
necessary to tlie right uiidor.siaiid. 
iiig of the fuels wiiieii transpired. 

, 'fhe iniiiistcr of (lie treasury, 
Don Jose Ignacio E.steva, resigned 
his place on the .'ll!! of i^larcli, and 
soon allerwards received the up- 
poiiituieiit of iiitendaiit of marine, 
and cominissary gciieraltifcii.stoms 
in the district of Vera ('ruz. Ill^^ 
.character, capticity, and experi- 
eiice, rendered the appoint ineiit 
peculiarly judicious on the jiurt of 
the federal govcrniucnt, to wlmise 
resort the oHiee and the ii]>poiiit> 
inciit belonged by tlic constitution. 
Esteva entered upon tlie duties ol 
bis- oflic.c, May ‘irilli. [t so bap. 
poir,* ilijil* a |iow'erful faction of 
the wa.«' dlecU;d -in. 

Vera (’rnz, who posse.ssed a inajo-. 


rity in the legislature of tlic state, 
»nd disscniiiiated the must violent 
abuse against the other party, 
through the iiii dium of a scurrilous 
paper Ciilled the V era Ciuzano. No 
sooner had Esteva emered upon 
the di.-^ciiarge of his otlicial diitie.s, 
than a spc'cial .session of the legis- 
lature was held, for the sole jiiir- 
pose of pu.s.sing a decree expelling 
him from the city. 'No specitic, 
olfeiice wa.s alliged ; no Ibriris of 
exaiiimaiioii or other ordinary de- 
were nh.^erved; but with 
i- uegiei.' ifi rashness anil folly, 
W'liliout parallel in the annuls of 
repubUcaii legislation, the d(!crco 
•was hurried through, on no other 
pretext but llie absurd allegation 
that E.slcva w as a leading Yorkino. 

Thi.s oiitr.igeous act of the Ipgi.*!- 
latiire of Vera (juz excited greui 
iiidigiiatiun among all the friemlslif 
good order, anu'^)fthe country. It 
was a usurpation of authority, 
wliicii nolhing but the most extra- 
vagant party zeal could mistake, or 
prelciul to jusrify. 'fiio .iK?xican 
coii.stituiiou is modelled alter llial 

of the I'nilcd sStates ; and the pro- 

• » • _ * 

ceediiig of llie government of Vera 

Cruz w^as precisel) tlie same as if, 
during tlie party contests in tlie 
lime of Mr. .lelVersoii, the legisla- 
ture of»;MassacliuseH.s sliould have 
pas.sed a .si'uleiice of hanishiiiciiL 
against the collector of euslomsof 
the port pf Uoslon, ypi'thc gromid 
that, although an amiable, upright, 
and irompeteiit mail, lie was not a 



im 


ANM Al.UKiaKSTKK, IsJii-,, 


\ 

federalist : or as if (lie legislature of 
Georgia should have deprived jlwi 
collector of Savannah of his office, 
because he was not in favour of 
the Creek treaty. Esteva was un- 
willing to compromise the public 
peace, by forcibly resisting the slate 
authorities ; and therefore volunta- 
rily absented himself for a short 
lime from Vera Cruz. On his re- 
turn to Mexico, the citizens, having 
obtained iiitclljgekcc of his ap- 
proach, went out to meet him in 
great numbers ; and a large body 
of the most respectable inhabitants, 
in carriages, and on horseback, 
escorted him into the city, in order 
to testify ilieir respect for liis per- 
son, and tiieir disapprobation of the- 
illegal act for liis hjinisltmcnl from 
Vera Cruz. 

So general, indeed, was the son- 
lifnent of disapprobation, that the 
legislature of VererCruz probably 
began to think they had acted some- 
what hastily and unadvisedly. But 
instead of retracing their steps, 
they issued an extraordinary mani- 
festo, in which they alleniptod to 
justify their conductj by allcgiii" 
the pernicious tendency of the rite 
of York ; which, they said, had 
proved “ more dangerous and de- 
structive than would have done the 
landing of twenty battalionwof Spa- 
nish troops in tlie cohntry.” J’roin 
the introduction of this topic, which 
no doubt WiVs„introduced witii that 
view, the authors of tlie niunifesto 
took occasion to make an attack up- . 


on Mr. Poinsett, the muusier of tin; 
United States iq Mexico. Tiicaudu- 
city of the afiack was only matched 
b^the gross tiilseliood of lltc charges 
it conveyed. VV ilh the exception^ of 
the remarks aimed at him, hie ma- 
nifesto consists merely ol’ vehement 
declamation against the YorkinoSi 
and secret societies iij. general. 
'I'he legislature of Vera Cruz cha- 
riu^terise him as a sagcioiis, and 
hypocritical minister ; equally zea- 
lous for the prosperity of his owi 
country, and inimical to that of 
Mexico. Calculating,” they say. 
“ that tiie aggrandizement and glo- 
ry of his nation, must he in the in- 
verso ratio of ihe glory and aggran- 
dizement of tlie United Mexican 
States ; so tliat the former would 
lose all the latter might gain, and 
vice vqrsa ; calculating that the 
agriculture of Mexico must swell 
its limits so immensely, as to ren- 
der insignificant, and almost tiuli, 
that of the north; provided, Mexico 
is permitted to move forward peace- 
ahiy in live new order of things ; 
calculating, that in time, the com- 
mercial and friendly relations be- 
tween Mexico and (ireat Britain, 
ihiglit prove disadvantageous to the 
iiiUrcsts of his country, conceived 
and brought forth the most terrible 
and disorganizing project for the 
republic — tlie project of propaga- 
ting and maintaining hatred and 
'want of confidence, and gonsc. 
/(uciitly, division and partier:, be- 
tween the simple and worthy Mexi- 
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catis-^lie established the rite of 

Vdrk \\r 

To these strange flnputatiohs, 
wkich, after all, end in a single spj;. 
cific allegation, namely, that Mr. 
Poinsett;; established the litc of 
)'ork, he replied under date of July 
-Uh, in a triumphant exposition of 
the policy ^f the United States to. 
wards Mexico, and indicative of 
his own character and conduot. 
The rite of York existed in Mtixico 
Twifore he arrived there, lie found 
five lodges already cstaltlished; and 
he did nothing more than bcnd for 
charters for thcin, (Voin the grand 
lodge of New. York, ul. their re- 
quest, and assist ni the installation 
of the grand lodge of Mexico. He 
entered into an exposition of the 
rriciidly spirit always entertained 
by his country towards Mexico, and 
the other Spanish Aiiicricaii repub- 
lies ; occasioned by its deep sym- 
patliy in the cause of freedom, and 
exemplified in its being the first to 
recognise the independence of 
•Spanish America. So •tar were 
the United States IVoni ilesiriiijr any ^ 
('xclusive advantage from this, or 
seeking llieir own aggrandizement 
at the expense of Mexico, tiiat their 
government had been indefatigable 
'in urging England, and other Kiiro. 
nean powers, to follow’ 'h 'ir exam- 
ple in ackinovlcdging tlie iiideptMi- 
dcncc of the patriots. He dena J, 
in i\u' iitron^est terms, having inter- 
fered the ‘slightest degree with 
■lie internal atfuirs of the repnblie : 


and cliallcnged his accusers to 
prove that lie had ever departed, iii 
word or act, from the circumspcc- 
tioii belonging to his functions ; ad- 
milting, at the same lime, that he, 
and the country lie rcprcseiitcd, 
could not but regard, with heartfelt 
.satisfaction, the establishment of 
republican institutions in the coun- 

Mr. Poinsett’s cxpoiSitiun being 
wrillfui in llio ISpanisli lunguagc,and 
widely circulated in the journals 
of the country, produced the hap- 
picStcIleet. American could 
have been found, more signally 
qualilioil in all respects, for the post 
he fills ; and this attack upon his 
olUcial character, is the clearest 
proof of the faithfulness and ability 
with •which he represents the 
United States. The centralists 
and the monarchical parly, scetli 
to insist upon cotnujcling liim w ith 
the present institutions of Mexico ; 
and this \\)v no other reason, hut 
l)oc:insc they feel that lie and his 
country must, in the natiSrc ol 
things, 1)0 friomll) to civil and reli- 
gions freedonr. 'flic fact is, that 
wluu dr. Poinsett arrived in 
.Me\i( . !u* [)artv of the Escoaws 
wore ill the ])ossession of power. 
In the ordinary course of tliiugs, 
they ga\^: place to ilie party which 
held more liberal opiuious, and 
lieli f'^raduallvroso tothegovoni. 
" inont of ll^e rejmhlic, hy*the opera- 
, lion oftlic principles of the revolu- 
. 4 ion. 'I'he ili>iippoinled monarch 
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il^' y •‘'•iw Id ihi^ ihr 

ilin'climi of snim* <K\\t('ious spjrU 
i)oliiml till.' M'lMios ; iiitliou*^!! in tnitli 
it was only the natural li'iKiency of 
public opinion in a iVi'o coiiufiv. 
Mr. Poinsett's exposition, while it 
completely viinlicatcs liiin ami his 
country ti’oin the charges brought 
against them, must serve to render 
the L'nited States more popular in 
■Mexico, by* ideiitilx ing tliein witli 
tlic republican parti in thateoiinlrv. 

tSiich, imlerd, is rejircsenled as 
being tbe olleet ol* the whole trsui.s- 
aclion. Htlbrts had long heeri ma- 
king in Mexico, to hold up the Tiii- 
ted States in an unravonrahlc light : 
It being tbe policy of the monarch, 
i&ts to cri.'ale jealousy and distrust 
ol'a nation witich could ii .. ii to 
be friendly to free inslnuoons. 
Some of the newspuja’is ha.’ oven 
a?:cusf'd Mr. Poinsett of acting in 
concert witli the ^^pnniiird.s td' the 
island of (Juba. \ era (,!rnz, by 
giving these iinputalioiis a tangible 
shape, enabled Mr. JVjinsett to meet 
them, "and thus to cfealo an aniica- 
hle feeling towards (he IJniU'il 
StJites, which did not liofore exist. 
A reaction en.suer!, which remlcred 
the other Mexieaii states disposed 
to co-operate with liie general go- 
vornnicnt in a proper expression of 
indignation at K.stcva’s e.-Cpulsion, 
and the suhseipient attack on the 
minister and government of the 
United StAtii^s. 

\t the close of the monili, otlief- 


incidents occurred to keep abv 
the popular Vera 

(‘rny.. On flic night of .Inly ‘irith 
thy oflice i f the m^wspaper called 
the \ I (h-uzano, was cntorcij, 
the cases dostroyml, and tlS; types 
tlirowii into the stn'ct, in revenge, 
in was presumed, of some political 
strictures of that violent iicwspa* 
per, which was a champion of the 
immarchical party. On the Hist, 
colonel Kincoii, of tin; garrison, 
declared hiinsrlf, with a battalion 
of his troops, against the state an- 
tliori(ies, assert ing lhatjie had in his 
possession proofs of their being en- 
gaged in a eonsjuracy to betray the 
lederal goveruiucnl ami liie union. 
What these proofs were, does not 
appear ; hut eerlainly the eonduci, 
of the Mato authorities, had been 
such asto juslily some suspicion of 
tJicir iuleuii-uis. r[»ou this, the 
governor ol’tiio sialo of Vera Cruz, 
ordered Kincou to rc'iriain under 
arrest : but the latt(;r rcrusing to 
obey, wasdr'iiouiiecd by the legisla- 
ture ami .gMVrnior as a .seditious 
iiisiirgciil. Moreover, the legisla- 
lures of some id' the neighbouring 
slates, pa.ssed resolutions, appro- 
ving llio doings of the .stale aulbo- 
rilies of Vera. Cruz. All purtie.s, 
liowever, professed (he utmost loy- 
alty to the goveriiineiit ofthe union. 
At length, tlie president of the re- 
public despatclual general Vicente 
Cuerrero to Vera ( ’in/, with i»de- 
ijiiatc powcis to reatole ord^r. On 
the iHtli of Aiigu,sf, ill XulapUr he 
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issiicil an aililrcss to the garrison, 
aA(l liirieoii aii<l lii<^ roilowers sub. 

to him wilhuiit^resistaiiec ; 
aiiH it issaiilthat Ihoir comluet was 
aijplamlefl iti the iVloxican c.qiital. 

\Vc flight not to concliwle fliis 
,ueeouiit of tin; aliairs of .Moxiro, 
without observing, ilial tiie naval 


forecs of Mexico, under the com- 
inaiid of commodore Porter, have 
b«M!n sticressfiilly employed in crui- 
zing against Ihejnierchant ships of 
Spain, in the gulf of Mexico, al- 
though no general engagement has 
taken plaro \\ it li commodore La- 
horde and llie Spanish stpiadron. 
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been convulsed by cimI disseniions 

of the most iilarmiiiji; < liaiacter. — 
They had their origin in events 
which li'ans|)ircd towards the close 
of the year to which it is 

proper we sliould revert, iv order 
oj lay l)»dbre our readers a con- 
tiected and int(d!igihlc account of 
tlie subscapieiit incidents. It is to 
ho innlerstood, that, altliough the 
federal consfilniinn of the repuhlie 
•was adopted in \oveniber, 1S’2I, 

vet it was some lime l)elbn? llio coii-v 

" • • 

t^titutions of tlie several states were 
• completed. In the linited Suites, 
the several colonies whicli coni|)o- 
sed the old I'onfederacy, and m>w 
• constitute tlnr h<leral union, liad 
U>ng heen ac«'*nst()nied to the exer- 
cise of legislative and executive 
jiowors, within themselvi's. llcnco, 
at the open*ing of the revolution, 
the tfilonics’ each Completed the* 
oi^anization of .-Mate governments. 


more or less perfect; before the 
federal constitution, which now 
4)inds the whole together, was put 
ill operation, or even framed. Kut 
in the Spanish American repuhlics, 
the case was widely dillerenl. They 
liad no experience of the exercise 
of legislative powers, much leVs 
any thing prcei.Jwl^ corvesponding 
to our colonial divisions. 'Flic 
Spanish American patriots wcri' 
under the necessity, therefore, of 
beginning at lim very foundation, 
in the task of cstahli.'^hing an inde- 
pendent gpvenmiijiit. Instead of 
organizing state governments, first, 
wliieli sl'.ould afterwards unite to- 
gether to form a general govern- 
ment, the patriots of Central Ainc- 
riea, fifr instance, adopted their 
Icderal constitution, and carried it 
into operation, boforo any one of 
Ijicconfeijeraied staffs exeepf iial* 
vador had framed a constitution for 
“itself, Uener* nro'^o the peculiar 
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tealuro of tho fcMloral roiislitulion, 
whii’U proscrilu s tin; ouU 

liM*M)f llu‘ sovoral siaif ronstmi- 
tions. uikI on which ouch oi' ilic 
slalc-i hvwU vUe Vahric of iis own 
fiomeslk govcmincnt, uccunhiig to 
its pncuUar wants ami comhiion. 
Salvador established its constitu- 
tion first, in June, 1824 ; Costa- 
nca followed in .lanuary, 182;’) ; 
Honduras in IJccember, 182;") ; 
and lastly, Nican jLoia, in Ani’il, 
182(). llenco, at the expiration 
of lS2<)j had no exlraordiiiary oc- 
curi'onccs transpired, tho govern- 
ment oouhl hardly have aopiired 
tho easy moveinont nocessarv to 
insure tranquillil\ . 

Tho llrst coiigr<’ss of tiio repub- 
lic terminated its regular session 
in June, 182<I. Ily ro|)eato(l acts 
of tho coustitutf3d authorities, lor 
tj.e time being, the seal <if tho fe- 
deral government had heeii fixed 
in the cit\ <if (bjatciiiala. Hut 
early in the first session of con- 
gross, the iiiluihilants of Sahudor 
begaii to iiianifesl ft jealousy of tlic 
state of (iuatemala. They cuii- 
eoivod, or professed to conceive, 
an idea that the principal persons 
of Guatemala were eonspiringwiili 
the general gov(;rnuic.nl to re’.olu- 
lioni'/G the repuidic, and to thango 
the federal into tlie ccrntrul form, 
'riiey repre:ieri!(;d tlic continuance 
of the federal authorities in the city 
of Guatemala as tt iiding to this 
object, hy ii.i]>aititig undue in- 
flucnce tofiic ( lualomuilocany. and. 


facilitating the absorption ol Uk 
powers of goNcrnmeiil into tho 
liaihls of itie suppost;d coinr.d 
party. 

Hcnre. in March, I82(i, thfc \\< 
M-mh!\«ol’ llic siali; of Sah aft^. ad 
drcsscd a menioiial to tin; tCuign 
pra\ingliKit ilu^ ll’dcral anlhoritics 
migin he transferrojl to some place 
at lea«!l forty leagues from the city 
of Gualetiiala. 8o«>n afterwards, 
certain inhabitanis oi the town ol 
Aguachapan, in the state of Salve- 
tlor, petitioned congress to lemovc 
the seat of governnu'i't within tho 
limits of that state; which waslbl- 
lowmi hs a like petition from tin* 
inliahitanfs of Mc-liipan, in Salvador. 
Ilnwe\er much the Giiatemallc. 
cans might bo opposed lo this 
change at heart, they ileclared 
tiieir willingm ^s lo accede lo it, if 
it siiould be I'or the public, good. 
Still llie congress did not deem ii. 
expedient to coni|ily with tho 
wiftlies of the Siihadon'i'ios. 

]>y an article of tlie eoi.slilution, 
liie senate is :mlliori'/.ed ti> convoke 
the eongri'ss mi extraordinarv oc- 
ca-iuns. \i hat ihese ocmisions 
shuil be, tin: r onsiiinfioti docs not. 
jnescribc, leaving it of I'oiir.se 1(» 
tin* discretion ijf llie senate. Ivvcr- 
cising tills tii.^crclion, .he senate, h' 
decree of Aiignsi ’dblli, 182li, sum- 
iiioned the menihci s of congress lo 
meet in e.xlfaordinary session, nl. 
the usual place, on the first ilay of 
Oc.Joijcr next ensuing. 'I'ko de- 
cree de signated various important 
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iiibjocts Ibr the considcr-itiun of 
coiigruss, .some of .which were of 
a nature to deinaud immediate at- 
tention. 

. the appointed lime, it seetris 
that fc/tiy Hoventoen iinMitfeers of 
• conjrres.s'^ ap|»ear(;d to take their 
seats, altlmiiijh lu j'iily-one are re- 
paired hvjho eoiisiitution to make 
ii (juoriim. Of eoiir.si', the imem- 
hei'S assemided could not re;'ukir. 
(y i>orlbrm any acts, except .siicii 
fs ridated to (lie ori: animation of, 
their hod\. .On evainin, ition, it 
was I’ouiid iliat oi fhe absent rej>re- 
sentalives, sc\^(i ladoniied lo t!io 
stale of .S:.l ador. 'I ho lu-moers 
a:i.semhlcd iinmediairlv look mea- 
siires, 5IS n>i!,il m .such c:'.'i to 
fotjiiiro (he altetniiiiico of ti f-nlli. 

' ioiit iminber to eoij^Jiiui** a ipio- 
nim. ^-'everal (if tluj a!:.'<^jt depn- 
lies aile;.Mjd sii knos as the cause 
of their d<'ir:ilioi'. Ibif two depu- 
ties from the slate oi’Salvador. .^lar- 
.ci'liiio .'ob'iiendes atid IhteuaviMi- 
tiira (iiKurero, opetdv signified 
iiic'ir deU'rmiiialio!i liot • to attend, 
Mi’ueiMles, patiiciilarlx, rid’erriu^ 

. to tin* jorevioiis attempts o|’ S;d»a- 
ilor to jinn ure the reiii,o:d id’ the 
.seal of eoveriiiiKMil, .saiil he .should 
not aiU-nd imli! the irae.sft'r 4ook 
(dace. He alleg'd also, tlial tlio 
,e,onp,nss was illeiiallv convoked, 
lu'cuu.se, as he preli.Mideil, lumn of 
llic suhject.s, set forth for its con-si- 
deralion Ky tlio decree of the sc! 
nalfl^ came’withiii riie con.stitntipn« 
description of ('.xlrtiordiitaA' oc-j 


ca.sions. The legislature of tin; 
itato of (imitcmala, liereupon, al- 
leging sipprehension of hostile in- 
leiilions on llie. part of Saivtulor. 
which the language of tlie Salva- 
doieMo.s,, respecting the seat of go- 
vernment, partly jiistilied, ordered 
a l.e'dj of iiiililta to ho rai.sed, i»y 
the name of defeiifior.s of t!ic con- 
SiitulioM. 

t.'ongies'j coutinuoif iA prepara- 
lory sesj-inti'i. ifom day to day, im- 
tii t)e,‘oi)er Kith, when a ilccree of 
the presidcut. .■Vrc:o,waseoimnmii- 
eawd to l!'.a^M);)d\ ; which gav e a 
new turn to the Cf.'iir.'O ef eviuifs, 
its pn.'UMjljle vecitcil the public 
• grievaiiee.s, v.hielt ctilii.il for the 
detu'et* : >iieh as the ilisorgani/a- 
lio»i ei‘tii(? hiale (d* iloiiduriis; dis- 
1iulituna*s in tharcpf .Nicaragua ; at- 
t«uupls made hy the government of 
(hiaiemala to u.;;u|) the povver.'i^or 
the rcpu!>lie: anvitotlicr .suhject.s, rr- 
(juiriiig the inic'rpnsitiimofsome an- 
tlMmi\,superi(»r to wha' tin' ('xc.'eu- 
live p;>.-!se»ed. I* farlher alluded to 
the coi-duet o!*i!ie dTlejntlo.^s iVoiii 
tlu*. state «)i v^alvadnr, iu withdraw- 
ing tlsemsclvVs from cotigress: an l 

■ • • • 

stated, that as tin* senate of the ri - 
puhlie, had not the ceu-titutiomd 
inunher of siu'iolnus, ihi.s hod\ was 
iueomjM'ieni to at-enl reliel* iu the 
ctnergf'uev. Tor thest' rea.son>. 
*flu’ decree convolved an (‘xlraorili- 
iiarv national congress, to he iiiilv 
autliorized hvlhcpeyph? to rt7-o.sla. 
bli-sli tiie constitutional «>idcr, and 
to provide for the neecssitios ot tho 
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republic. 1>> Jill piopcr means with- 
in iisi power lunl wisdom ; !o cim» 
sisf ot'two reprosentatives lor every 
tiiirly tliousand iiihubitanfs ; and 
to be installed in Ihe town of Coju- 
Icpequc, so soon as a ma jority of 
all the delegates sliould have as. 
scmblcd. “Meantime,” (tbe de- 
cree further provided,) “ the eve- 
cutivc will defend, with all his 
power, the free use of his power; 
and will guarantee individual seen, 
rity, without deparfi?ig from the fe- 
derul eoiislitiilion, and tho law*, iu 

force, lie will preserve order; aiid 
will answer for his conduct, and 
for all the measures whitdt the pre- 
servation of public tranfpiillily ex- 
acts. bei'orc the extraordinary na- 
ficjijal congress.” 

This (lecreo being referred' to a 
committee, th(!y n'portc'd, that it 
was an sirhiirary vicjlaiioii of tiic 
coiislittilion. 'IV/y charged llic 
president wi ll ha\ing used hi.s iti- 
llucnce to iircvenl the orgunizalion 
of congress, in orfit'r to escapi^ he- 
ing caMcd <•/ uVicounl for irregiila- 
rities in the public e.xpenditures. 
They alleged, that -no legitimate 
cause existed for the extraordinary 
congress; witich was, they .‘^aiil, 
merely a device of tiie prc.sidc'tirs 
to screen himsell' from responsibi- 
lity to th(; crjii.stifutional authorities. 
Tliey concluded, hyfleciaririg, tind 
the decree otight tiof to be observ- 
ed ; and itl *his op*iuiori all tlie 
inenihcrs present concurred, al- 
though three of them objected to 


the form of Ihe report. A lbw»ia\. 
afterwards, the ^supreme court td 
juslfcc published a declaration, that 
the president iiad oj)e/iiy infrii/ged 
tlm constitution, by rcliisiug tf'-ie- 
cognisQlhc constitutional cevigress. 
and convoking another at* ids arbi- 
trary will. 

if the design of the ])rcsidenl in 
issuing the decree, as imputed to 
him hy the ct)mmitlee of congress, 
was to disorganize the republic, his 
success was complete. If, on the 
contrary, in doing if- he sincerely 
aimed at the public goad, tilt' lllCil- 
sure was ill-judged, and the result 
was most unfortunate ; for it great- 
ly augmented the disuidoii, which 
previously existed, (iiuitemala pro- 
ceedeil to elect representati\es for 
tho extraordinary congress; and 
eWarica determined to do the 
.^ame. Jii Noiiduras, and Nicara- 
gua, opinions were divided ; the go- 
vernment opposing the ado])tion of 
the decree ; hut many toivus, dis- 
tricts, and depurtincuUs, declaring in 
its favour. Jn Honduras, tlio de- 
partments he^an to .separate, ami 
to nrsist the authority r)f the su- 
preim; chief or governor. Ilut the 
people and government of Salvador 
dec'ared against the decree ; and, 
to lill up the mcasun? of irregulari- 
ly, while the state of Salvador were 
crying out against the act of the 
president, they despatched letters 
to the states of Ifomlnras, Nicara- 
gua, and (.’ostarica, inviting shem 
to concur in assembling the ordiir*- 
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»•> ictiuial coiigiess at Aguacha. 
l)*an, and to iinit« ijicir militury 
I’orccs with ihoso of oalvador, for 
•ho purpose of sustaining the ciin- 
-filiicyuia! leprnsontiitioii. If It was 
luicodsTtlulioiial for the pre^dent to 
• t.onvokchri e.yraortlinary rongross, 
it was not the less so lor one slate, 
or four slates, to undertake to as- 
sign the time and place of tfssem- 
blingthc ordinary congress, ani to 
organize a military force to accom- 
plish their object. 

Previous to this, events had oc- 
Clirred in the slate of (juatomala, 
which tended greatly to aggravate 
the public disorders already ex- 
plained. Jn the contradictory ac- 
counts which are given of the mo- 
tives and intentions of the parlies, 
it is no easy matter to ascertain the 
truth, witiioiit I'ulier intidligoncc 
ihan has yet reached this country. 
(Jut the facts staled are, that 15a r- 
riindia, governor of the state of 
(biatemala, in SejjU’mher, 1 82 <k ar- 
rested one ?\spinida, a military ofli- 
cer in the national SLM'vice, on the 
charge of having lbrcibl> cntcrcj 
. houses with a picquet, without war- 
rant froin the civil authoiiiics. A 

t 

dispute, which ensiUMl in coiisi'- 
quence, between I5arnmdia*aiid 
president Arcc, terminated, it is 
i^aid, in the seizure by the latter, of 
the arms belonging to the state, ami 
the suspension of the governor's 
functions, which devolved on the 
vicc^hief, 'Civilo Plores. yoon 
^I.crwHrds, this magistrate, who i^' 


described as a person of good fami' 
♦y.and character, and liberal in his 
political jjrinciplcs, was attacked 
by a low inoh.in llic province of 
Qnczaltenaiigo, in the stale of Gua- 
IcmaUi, aiifl ciaieUy murdered, in 
some ebullition of misguided popu- 
lar resentment. 

The government of tlie state of 
Guatemala being disorganized hv 
these events, the president of the* 
republic issued a decree, undei 
date ofOclober .‘50th, 1820, order- 
ing the government to bo reorgani- 
sed by popjlar election. This was 
accordingly done in the forms of 
the constitution, tlie legislative and 
• executive authorities being duly 
elected by the inhabitants of the 
state. 'J'he government of .Salva- 
dor afterwards complained of this, 
aK'o, as illegal ; but, at the time, 
they urged the president to adbpt 
this course, and ft^cn sent him mi- 
litary forces to aid him in this 
among other ohjcciL!. The new 
legislature commenced its sessions 
with the year iSriTTUW llftj elec- 
tioii of supreme chief or governor 
was not coinpletcjl until the moutb 
ibi lowing. In reading the inaugu- 
ral address of this mngistrntc. 
Mariano Aycinena, installed March 
Isi, 1827, it is grateful to observe 
a quotation from Washington's 
Varcwell AdSn'ss, introduced by 
these words: “ I.et ns remember 
^whut js siiid l»y the immortal Wash- 
ingtoi), the fallier nf the American 
retmblics.” If fh** imtj.'ns of tho 
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tln'jiri'criits t)i‘ f/n's i’nilu'r of ijnf 
Vini'iieiiii l(o]>n()!ii*s, (li('\ wmilil 
iioi luivo oxUilulod fjo i xani- 

plcsot' liitul iiiiiucli) auilciuldis- 

No sooner was <!io new Ic^isla- 
Imo orffaniziMl, ihan Ilio i»iu\isioiial 
L-ovcnior coaunanieiitt il tlie iiitcl- 
ii«^enco to all tlic oilier stales, uu- 
tler the dale of .lanuarv Tih, 
•Siiortly alierwaivl.i, O!i;;roverniiient 
uf‘ Giuitc/nala iiiviled those oJ‘ Sal- 
vador and Goslariea to unite in 
ufloptirig tlu! r(‘([uisitft inoasiire.-’ 

J or terminal iii;T the dissent ions, with 
which Ifondiiias and Xicarajvua 
conlimicd lo h«^ "<111 adlicfi.d. The 
state of (lauternala did not stijMi- 
lato for eoneurrence in tin; <*xtra. 
ordinarv congress ; bin [.»ropos(»d, if 
inop' af^reeahle to the ^mvernineut 
of Salvador, to jnocccilto the elev:- 
lion of new nieini^.jrs for a coiisti- 
lutional coin^ress, ohjectinjr only to 
suhinitling ‘o tin; aulhorilv t»f tin; 
jiienihers asseinhled in Oetoher, 
w!io, irt:! tl*.,' ^^.lateiiialteeans said, 
jiad greatly contributed to the ex- 
isting dillieulties, ■ I'he Jirdeval 
authorities, and tiiose of tiio statu 
of Costarica, indicated a disposi- 
tion to view the proceedings in 
Guatemala favouiMhiy. Hut the 
state of Salvador did not tobrchsafn 
even lo reply to the two oommiini-' 
cations. 'I'he government off iua- 
tcmalu then lidjressed a third com- 
munication to Salvador, early in 
rel.»runry. annexing a epy ufliiosc 


uhtrh Iniil jnvcodctl ii. I',,, i,j: 
suer to Jinulrinnln ivernrii ’> 
('oiimnirncalioii I'rom Snlvndor. 
whji'h ('Xplained nothing of itself, 
but lefeired to a ei'rlaiii deeredi of 
tlu* streA' iissemhly, said to’*Yorin a 
part of the eommimicatio/i, but not 
in fact accomjsaiiying it. Upon 
this, the govenimeiil of Guatemala, 
charitably snjiposing. or acting; 
iipc.n the si)p])<><iti4)n, liuit the omis- 
si(»ii was acchlciifal, sent to n*([iicst, 
of Salvader a o<tpy of the ilecrco : 
hut to this rcfpiest no answm' was 
returned. I’nvate h tters from. 
Sahatlor, however, contidi.intly as- 
sureil the Gualeinallc(::ms that the 
omission \va.-; <lesl'«Mcd!\ made. 

It is n;rtin;*.l to Mippose that the 
people Of' Guatemala were greatly 
di.spleased and irritated by this 
•lisingnvjious mode of [irocrodlng. 
Hut even while the emnmunica- 
tions uho\e ile -crihcd w ere passing 
hotwcon the two states, Salvador 
had bet ii j»roparjng lo comnicneo 
ho.slilitics. Slie assembled troops, 
and caiued tiiern to he marched 
tow arils the terrilorv of Guatemala, 
evidently threatening military oc- 
cupation of flic dcpartiiieiiL of Ghi- 
ipiiinulu, belonging to Giiatcmala. 
Hut ^hc people of Chiquiiuuiu tooJv 
arms to resist the aggres.sion ; and, 
aided hy the Iroojis of the confede- 
racy, held the Salvadorcnus in 
chock, 'i'he latter continued curi- 
(oned ill iMetafiaru and Santa Ana, 
gradually accumulating and H:ori- 
•cciilraling their forces upon pow- 
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Uoufi convenient tor entering the 
territory of Guateipala. Having 
been unsuccessful in tfieir attempts 
upon' Chiquimula, whose inhahi- 
turns, guided and animated by their 
civil cnitH*, Indaiccio PerdenAo, had 
compelled -the^ aggressors to relin- 
quish tlicir enterprise in that qiiar- 
ter, the Salvadorefios next con- 
ceived the bolder design of uMack- 
ing tiio city of Giiateinala itseif. 
They alleged their aim, in this 
‘ absurd movement, to be the sup- 
pression of tl»e supposed central 
faction, and the pn'teiided oiieinios 
of the federal constitution. Hut 
unfortunately for their cause, 
they tlius became voluntary as- 
sailants. This measure thr(}\v 
them into a state of o])en warfare, 

' not only witit the executive autho- 
ritics of the republic, wlioui they 
accused of dishonest ambition ; 
out also in opposition to the power- 
ful state of Guatemala : and their 
failure was therefore as signal as 
. their undertaking had been precipi- 
•tale and violent. 

Guatemala lost no time in pre- ^ 
jwing to meet her enemies, who 
united rebellion against the gene- 
ral government to invasion of a 
confederate member of the union, 
•'file supreme chief of the state, 
Aycinena, issued a manifesto, in 
justiHeation of tlie conduct of liis 
govornment, explaining the ofibrts 
which it had made to avoid hostili- 
ties; «nd thd necess'ity which it 
now under of arming in self- 


i;: 

defence. Ou the sixteenth of 
March, the supreme chief annoUn» 
ced the approach of the hostile 
forces, 'flic legislature of Guate.< 
mala immediately invested the state 
executive, with all the requisite 
powers for defending the capital, 
placing all the authority of the go* 
vernment in his hands, only re- 
commending to him to co-operate 
with the presiilent of flic republic, 
in making coirtnoii oauso against 
their cornmtni assailants, 'fhe go- 
vorniuenl earnestly called on the 
citiKons to <*oine forward in de- 
ience of their homes and their 
lives, and soon found ample rcsour- 
«es in men, money, and munitions 
of war, at I heir command. Their 
military force consisted of the 
troops of the confederacy, the mi- 
litia of Guatemala, and a numc* 
rous volunteer corps, 'fhe great- 
cst enthusiasm, in ^vindication of 
their rights, appeart'd to pervade 
tlie whole community. Daily en- 
listments in the regular army, and 
ill the volunlec? cdrjjJvT'Tiontmucd 
to augment them, and placed them 
upon a respectable footing previous 
to the appearance of the Salvado- 
renos. 

'rhe troops employed in this 
expedition by the state of Salvador, 
were esllnintcd at twelve or four- 
teen lumdrcd mjEfn, commanded by 
Nicolas Raou, and Isidore Saget. 
fo^rcignprSj of f’rencli*origin, pos- 
•sessed of some military knowledge 
.nnd cxperionce ; and bvs(^!cto Or- 
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iloi'iez, a citizen ol’ the state of 
Salvador. They came in sight of 
tlic city March 22d, and aller a 
slight skirmish, and an inclTcctual 
attempt to throw themselves he* 
hvecn the national troops and the 
Capitol, fortified a position upon 
the heights in the neiglibouriiood. 
Colonel Ordonez, as commander in 
chief, addressed a proclamation to 
the citizens of (iiiatemala, assuring 
them that his object *.vas only to free 
them from the \okc of the chape- 
Umes : and exhorting them to make 
no resistance. In ihi.q position 
they sustained a vigorous attack, 
made by the national troops and 
forces of (iiiatomulu, commanded 
by the president ; and after an ac. 
lion of two hours duration, were 
totally routed and driven from the 
field in complete disorder. They 
endeavoured, at first, to make 
good a regular rffircat ; hut recei- 
ving intelligence of the approach 
of colonel Sanchez, witli the troops 
of Cliiquimula, their retreat was 
speedily •;i/>cVtcci''into a precipi- 
tate flight among the mountains : 
and thus terminated this ill-judged 
and insurrectionary movement 
against Guiatcmala. Although the 
loss on the side of the repulsed 
Salvadorefios was not great, since 
it amounted to only seventy killed, 
with a number of prisoners and 
two field-pieces, yet the victory 
was justly ha^ed by the conquerors 
as a triumph of the highest import- 
ance. It was celebrated in ihe- 


city witli extravagant rcjoicmga; 
and congratula^ons upon the rc- 
Kult; poured in from the other de- 
partments of the state. 

The next day the president is- 
sued a« proclamation, anmincing 
his determination to reduce them 
to submission by force, if they did 
not voluntarily lay doyn their 
armsj It is unnecessary to parti- 
culurizc the various regulations 
adopted for the security of the city, 
and the maintenance of public or- 
der (luring this season of confusion 
and calamity. Suffice it to say, 
they were such as the exigency 
rutiuircd. The government also 
deemed itself justified in declaring, 
by name, certain citizens of the 
state of (lualcmala, who had been 
active in exciting the state of Sal- 
vador tp this ex])cdition, to be out- 
laws and public enemies ; and 
denouncing the same fate against 
all others who had aided and abet- 
ted them, unless they should ren- 
der in tlicir submission within a 
given time. 

r The cause of the federal autho- 
rities was now completely triuni- 
|)hant. The president, leaving the 
civil functions of the general go- 
vernment in the hands of the vice 
president Mariano dc ficltrancna, 
and devoting himself to the com- 
mand of the army, proceeded to 
collect forces for the purpose of 
pursuing the flying insurgents, and 
• reducing St.' Salvador its’ilf to 
submission, lie could rely upon 
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liic co-opcralion of the states of 
Guatemala and Cgst^ Rica ; and 
by their firmness and sacrifice, 
could hope to restore trampiillity in 
the rest of the republic. The 
districts^f Sonsonatc and* Santa 
•Ana, speedily ^gave in their adhe- 
sion to the authority of the presi* 
dent ; and Honduras did the 
same. But the majority of tho peo- 
ple of Nicaragua continued iii^ a 
state of insubordination ; and Sal- 
ypdor prepared to defend herself, . 
should her ill-judged attack on 
Guatemala bo retorted upon her. 
Meanwhile, the rice president, on 
assuming the reins of government, 
had addressed a communication to 
the authorities of the state of Sal- 
vador, exhorting them to withdraw 
• the invading forces from the terri- 
tory of Guatemala. The vk:e pre- 
sident professed to be impartial, 
and uncommitted by any of the 
previous difficulties. His influence, 
therefore, could not fail to be iisc- 
. ful in strengthening the cause of 
•constitutional order. (M’ course, 
the victory ubiaiiicd by Arce,^ 
seemed likely to be followed hy 
, very imporluul consequeuees. In-^ 
deed, considering the small |)opu- 
lation, and the narrow resourcesiof 
•the country, and its short standing 
a nation, tlio battle foiiglit near 
Guatemala, was of a nature to ex- 
ercise as much influence over the 


WJ 

gagement would have done in other 
souiitrios. 

By the middle of April, Arco was 
at Santa Ana, \vitli a body of UOOO 
men, mi his way towards tlic city 
of St. Salvador. Guatemala was 
quiet, and well guarded by its in- 
habitants, whose military organi. 
zation it was thuugiit proper to 
inuiiituin, nolwilhstanding ihc re- 
pulse of the Salvudorefios, unlilaf- 
fairs should betforiic settled. For- 
ced contributions imposed by the 
government, had been levied on 
the tbrcigii^'s resident there, as 
well as the citizens. Before the 

close of the month, Arcc readied 
JNcjupa, a village distant only four 
leagues from St. Salvador, willi an 
army well disci[>lined and equip, 
ped and opened a negotiation 
with the city authorities, uj>on the 
basis of assembling a new congress 
and senate to adji.vt^all dillerences, 
and re-eslablish the coiisUtiilion. 
But the iieguliations iiiiscaiTied, 
because the cilizeiis of St. Salvador 
demanded us aii^nd^^.^'j-mfil8 con- 
dition of peace, that the national 

legislature slibnid be convoked in 

” . . • • • 

the city of St. Salvador, among other 

things equally inadmissible in the 
opinion of tlio government ; and 
the two parlies retained their hos- 
tile attitAdo until laic in the siiin- 


Jiicr. A ri'pufsi! was sutVered b\ 
the president, during this time ; 
condition of *thc statc.s of Central hut he^ wps generalh^ 'successful. 
.America : as* a niorfe hloodv on- •and the eiuse of the in-sniffciit 



party at «ro\v so ilcsporale, 

(hat in June; rolonrl Rjioiii, wIiA 
)iad acted a prominent part in all 
the troubles, deserted his party, 
and submitted to Arce?. In him, 
Salvador lost one of the few mili- 
tary men upon whom slic could rely. 
Ilis desertion was probably occa- 
sioned by the complete amirchy 
which reigned among his former 
associates, w'ho held out hut a 
short time longer against the na- 
tional troops. W’hen I lie govern- 
ment obtained possession of St. 
Salvador, the rehcllicii might hb 
considered as comjiletely quelled. 
Sonic of the leaders of the revolt 
were shot, and others pardoned on 
various conditions, nreurding to 
particular circumstances. Ami 
thus, by the salutary union of cle- 
mency and rigor, flic civil u ar was 
wholly terminated by the end of 
August ; and timiquillity restored, 
at least for a si;;!**©!!, to this <lis- 
tracted country. 

It is worthy ofnqle,iri concluding 
our accomitof iliese mifortiiuate dis- 
turbances, that foreigners appear lo 
have been most ac.'ivc 'ii exciiing 
the revolt, and .hurrying the state 
of Salvador into th<; first acts of 
hostility. Further intelligence will 
better devclopc the character of 
the war, and enabl,e us better to 
appreciate the character of the op- 
posite parties. The, inhabitants of 
Salvador iinfformly alleged, that 
their sole inducement for taking up 
arms, was their apprehensiorh of 


the designs of Arce and his fneiids, 
whom they i^Icr.tilied with the ser- 
vile parly, Ihe old Sjiaiiish interest, 
and the clergy. There surely could 
be no well grounded fears of the 
restoration of the Spanish authority 
itself. Whether Ihe president en- 
tertained the design of .siihverliiig 
the federal government, '’and sub- 
stitiiling a central one in its place, 
must reiiiain for time to show. Well 
informed persons from (.Guatemala 
have atiirim.‘d, at any rale, that tir.A 
defeated Salvadorehos, iiisteail of 
being criminals and rebels, were, in 
fact, genuine p.^triots and rcpuhli- 
cuns, and the friends of the consli- 
tntioii. Their oppositinii to Itiir- 
bide, wlieii he extended liis usurped 
authority to (lualemala, and their 
being the foremost to organize a 
rcqiuUitan state government, would 
.‘loem in eountenunec such a belief. 

It is plain, also, that Aree’s de- 
cree for convoking an extinordiiia- 
ry congress, issued at the vri-y 
time when the coiislitutional con- 
gress was in session, and was dc- 
‘.riding llie moans to assoinhle a re- 
gular quorum, was not such a mea- 
sure as the chief magistrate of a 
well ordered republican govern- 
merit would have proposed, and 
endeavoured to enforce, against 
the protest of the constitutional 
congress, and of the supreme court. 

. An English newspaper, published 
in Hondiir^, whoso editor warmly 
advocated the cause of Arce, and 
the party of the general govciU- 
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states his belief, that the 
most rcK|>eetablo, tiie mosl lui. 
inerous portion of the people of 
,<Jeiilral Aiiieriea, would iiave pre. 
ferred a limited monarehy to Ihc; 
cxislinjjS’epublican iiiHliluiiflus. \Vc 

• cannot credij ibis represent utioji ; 
and at any rate, if i: In; true, and if 
the vie\\^of Are.e were opposed to 
freodoiii, the patri(jlic |KirlyMioidd 
iiavQ met their o[»ponents in tlnPle- 
j. 5 islature, instead of in the iield; 
iind in a peaceful and temperate 
maimer, shown wlierein their liber- 
ties were invaded, and their rights 
infringed. And iflhc Salvadorefios, 
were truly (lie friends of liberty, they 
may impute to tlieir own indlsrroet 
zeal, wlilcli included tlielr precipi- 
tatc appeal to arms, and burned 
them into a civil war, the asren- 
daney of the op(H)sitc par^. Ibil 
we. have no donlit, lliat the distur- 
banocs an' to be ascribed to the ex- 
treme ignorance of the people, their 
vague ideas of liberty, and igno- 
rance of the forms of a free govern- 
ment; and the hostility Of the cw.v'c.v 
against the white population, wlm 

• bold the reins of government, ra- 
ther tiian to any criminal desigi^s 
on the part of president Arce. 

The project of an oceanic i-tinal 
tiiroughthelake of Nicarugua seems 
Kijiuve been relimpti.slied, at least 
for the present ; from eaiisc.s iiide- 
pendent of the political troubles iii 
Central America. An attempt was 
mad? by a company of mcrcj^iaiit^ 
•ifNcw-York, to obtain a contract' 


for Ibis canal ; and 31r. Edmund 
1^luiit,ofthat city, went out in 1825, 
to survey a route for, and to ascertain 
the practicability of a canal. The 
jealousy of the public authorities 
prevented him from commencing 
bis surveys, until the rainy season 
rendered it unsafe to explore the 
country. Notwithstanding those dif. 
liculties, the examination of a route 
was undertaken and completed, ex- 
cepting about f miles, when he was 
attacked by the fever of the country, 
and compelled to relinquish the sur- 
vey. Enou<jJli, however, was obtain- 
ed, to provi! the feasibility of eflect- 
ing a water coinniunicatiou between 
» the two oceans; hut on account of the 
(extravagant tc'rms olloreil by colonel 
Do Hcju'ski, and llie unsettled stale 
of rile country, the project was 
given up. 

'J’his contract was made in June, 

18215, bet ween tln?;jovernment of the 

country, and colonel l)e Reucski, 

acting in behalf of Air, Palmer, of 

New-Vork; and ratiliedhvthccon- 
— -• 

gvess. Rut it enconh‘u?l-ed*consi. 
durable opposition, even in (■enlral 
America,, whelp it was justly ob- 
ject('d, that tlie contract was alto- 
gether j)remalnrc. No surveys had 
been made, on the part of colonel De 
Reiieski, or of the government, of 

the r[\^Q.r 8t. Juan, the lake, or of 

• • 

the lands iiitervc'iiiiig between that 
and the occaq ; all which lav in the 
4 )ropQse(l line of water coiiimunica- 
tioii across the isthmus. Nor in 
fact was anv accurate knowledsc 
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of (he countiy possessed by them, contractors by the government oi 
Before (lie contract could be made Central Amenoq, unless the profits 
upon any n eJl founded calculations, of tlie canal sliould suHice to ruini. 
ail this, and much more, should bui^e the undertakers. It is evi. 
liavc been ascertained, in order to dent, that the safety of this coh. 
fudge, whether the construction of tract would depend, in a grfat mea- 
the canal was practicable, and its sure, upon the stability and solvcn- 
cost. The singular inexpediency cy of the government. The terms 
of placing such a canal in the of the contract, as concluded with 
hands of foreigners, however friend- Mr. Palmer’s agent, were vastly 
ly they, or their nation, might be, lesi. favourable to him. He was to 
was very strongly ir/ged. Still the have a privilege for steam-boats 
contract was ratified, but ill such for only twenty years ; and lialf 
terms, as amounted to a virtual re- the tolls for but seven years. The 
jection of it. ^ . government assumed no responsi- 

Proposals were also made by bility for llie expenses of the 
Messrs. Barclay, of London, as well works. On the contrary, the 
as by Mr. Palmer, of New-York. contracting company was to ad- 
The ilrst stipulated for the exclu- vance two hundred thousand dollars 
sive privilege of navigating the ca- immediately for fortitications ; and 
nal with steam-boats, for thirty to bo subject to further advances, 
years ; for the possession of all the without tirnitation, trusting for re- 
tolls, until the capital invested payment solely to the expectation 
should bo reimbyroed; and of one of future profit. It became, of course, 
half of them for hflecn years atlcr- impossible to obtain subscribers to 
wards. Add to this, the capital in- the stock on these conditions ; and 
vested was to be assumed by the tlic contract was not performed, as 
mition* as and paid to (he might have been expected. 
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t^olomUa. — (rooernment in 182>— iS*ani!andcr*s Message — Ftyreign iieia^ 
/itms — Treasury — Army and Navy — Capture of Benavides* party-^ 

, Bolivar in Bogota — Stoic of Things in Venezuela — Boli\KlT Ol FuCTlO 

* Cahello — Paez suhmils — Bolimr at Caraccas — Renounces the Presi- 
sidency — Mr, Wafts and Bolivar — St^e of things in April and May — 
Bustamante's return from Peru — ProceMings^at Guayaquil — Third 
division of the Army— Their views and object — They submit — Bolivar 
prepares to march against them — His intentions — Congress meets in 
May — Santander s resignation refused — Speeches in Congress^ of Soto 
and IJrihe^ concerning Bolivar — Ills renunciation not accepted — Decree 
of Amnesty — Re-establishment of ptMic order — Grand Convention — 
Apprehensions entertained of Bolivar — Communication of the xity of 
Panama — Pretended Conspiracy at Bogota— A groundless fabrica- 
tion — Vindication of Santander — Falsely accused by the Reform 
Party — Concordat with Leo Xll— Insurrection at Guayaquil — Bsli- 

• tor’s message to the Senate — Entry of Bolivar into Bogota — Swears to 
the Constitution — Proceedings of Congress — Dccre?b» on the Press — 
Earthquake — Concluding Reflections, 


At tUo beginning of the year 
1827, the executive authority of 
Colombia, continued to be adininis^ 
tered by the vice president, Fran- 
cisco de Paula Santander, the pre- 
sident and liberator; Bolivar, being 
exclusively employed in the pacifi- 
cation of the northern departments. 
The department of foreign rela- 
tions, and of the interior, was at 
that time administered by Jose 
Manuel Rekrepo ; that of thetrea-’ 
sury4)y Josfc M. de* Castillo ; and 
that of war, by Carlos Soubfetft./ 


In September of the preceding year 
the deparlmcnfSTtfio I'liarme, hav- 
ing been separated from that of 
war, had been* intrusted to general 
Lino de Clemente ; but on the ar- 
rival of Bolivar at Bogota, in No- 
vember, among the other measures 
of economy and reform then adopt- 
ed, thc*marimc was reunited to the 
Qepartment oi* war, under the ad- 
ministration of Soublettc. 

Ac^oi^jing to the •existing laws 
of the republic, the fiAh session of 
congress should have been opened 
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on the second day oi' January, and 
on the same day the functions of the, 
president and vice president would, 
in the regular course of things have 
ceased. But the peculiar circum. 
stances of the nation at that time, 
prevented the assembling of the 
legislative body until May. In or- 
der, therefore, to preserve the go- 
vernment from absolute disorgani- 
zation and anarchy, or from some 
equally deplorable ■/alternative, it 
was necessary that the existing 
executive authorities should ns- 
sume to retain the direction of the 
government. In the exercise of 
his extraordinary functions under 
the constitution, Bolivar hud there- 
fore suspended the luw, which 
would have vacated the govern- 
ment at the ordinary period. /J’he 
vice president, Santander, felt that, 
amid the perplexing dilRculties of 
the times, he ougit not to oppose 
the dispositions of Bolivar, and thus 
increase the public disorders. It 
was considered, also, that his con- 
tinuance although not 

qualified anew according to law, 
was the least illegal course that 
could be pursued in the actual 
crisis. 

The message of the vice presi- 
dent, and the annual expositions of 
the several heads of depuKtnents, 
were prepared, for tlie purpose of 
being presented to the legislative 
body at the vsual time, although 
they could not bo presented, in 
fact, until May. These docu- 


ments arc drawn up with niote 
than common ^care ; and enter very 
fully into the condition of public af- 
fairjs in Colombia. Before proceed 
ing to narrate the events of the 
year, w* think it well to p)^«misc a 
general account of the. state of 
things at the close of 1 collect- 
ed from a source so cntjrely au- 
thentic, as these important statC' 
papers. 

Notwithstanding the calamitous 
effects which the insurrection of 
Paez had upon the internal condi- 
tion of Colombia, happily it did not. 
immediately prejudice any friendly 
relations which previously existed, 
hetween the republic and foreign 
powers. Those goYcnuneuis, 
which, from their similarity of con- 
dition and origin, were the natural 
allies of Colombia, such as Mexi- 
CO, and the otlicr Spanish Ameri- 
can states', not only maintained to- 
wards her the same amicable feel- 
ings ; hut some of them entered in- 
to still more intimate union with 
her, at tlio congress of Panama. 
J|,tcpresentutives from Central Ame- 
rica, Peru, the Mexican states, and 
Colombia, us.seinblcd there in June, 

; and although their session 
lasted hut a few days, yet, by assi- 
duously devoting their time to the 
great objects of tiie meeting, they 
cornplctcul a treaty of perpetual 
union, league, and confederation ; 
and several subsidiary conventions, 
of which the (rarticulurs arc given 
■ by us ill another place. Friendly 
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c^uiinexions had also been cement. 
cJ, with more or less fi^nnality, be- 
tween Colombia and the govern- 
ments of Brazil, and Rio do la PH- 
ia : but the negotiations with Chili 
still contfllued unfinished, thc^latter 
Slot having yet,rntificd the conven- 
tion concluded in 1822, and ac- 
eppted by<Jolombia. Nor had any 
.thing occurred to interrupt the good 
understanding of Colombia wifh 
the United Slates, and Great Bri- 

But the commotions in V cne/uela 
bad undoubtedly impeded the exer- 
tions of England and America, to 
induce the court of Sjiaiii to ac- 
knowledge the hidepcinlencc of the. 
piilriots. The executive of Colom- 

hia had succeeded in persuading 
the most respectable governments 
to take interest in their negotiation; 
np,d .previous to the movement of 
Paez, it was furtherctl by weighty 
arguments, drawn from the growing 
^strength and good order of the 
. repuldic, and the apparent stabili 
’ly of its republican institutions. 
These arguments were no longer 
available ; for the Spanish cabinet 
had naturally recovered its lost 
. hopes of successful invasion ; and 
on hearing of the disorganized stale 
*of tlie nation, could not but antici- 
pale some benefit from the pros- 
pect, that Colombia was about to be 
plunged into a civil war. But the 
executive rcficd upon the force of 
the pitblic sciitiment, knd the tried^ 
valour of the army, for means td‘ 


repel any attempted invasion. Ah' 
sorbed also, as Spain was, by its 
own domestic cares, and deprived 
of the important posts of Ulua, Cal- 
lao, and Chiloc, there did not seem 
to be great danger of immediate 
hostilities from tiiat quarter. 

France bad made the same at- 
tempt, which we have noticed in 
the account of Mexico, to obtain 
for a commorcini agenf appointed 
by a subaltern atithorily, the same 
rank .ind privileges which he would 
have been entitled to, if commis- 
sioticd by linking himself. The 
government of (.Colombia, well 
awan3 that such fi proceeding was 
not recognised by the law of na. 
tions, however desirous to form 
amicable relations witii France, 
very properly refused its counte- 
nance to this disingenuous mode of 
indirectly obtaining the advantages 
of a friendly powcif jkvitliout admit- 
ting the political existence of the 
republic. 

Previous to the unfortunate events 
of April, endcavotri*snmu'irvj*5n made 
^ to place the finances of the republic 
on a respectable- footing; but those 
disturbances had reduced the pub- 
lic funds to the very* lowest degree 
of depression. The moral force of 
the law and of the government be- 
ing relaxed, and the taxes having be- 
c(fhie odious, thb treasury received 
no revenue, and the executive was 
’daily cajled on for pa 3 vncnts, in the 
^ordinary course of public expendi- 
.Jure, which it was utterly impossi. 
22 
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ble to meet. When the municipa- 
Hty of a city undertook to assemble 
and annul the laws, or abrogate the 
constitution, it was not to be ex- 
pected that the system of tinance 
could be regularly enforced, so as 
to enable the government to dis- 
charge its pecuniary obligations. 

It is honourable to the Colombian 
army, that so small a portion of it 
was infected with the disorderly 
spirit, which animated Paez and his 
deluded followers. Subordination, 
indeed, to the authority of their ge- 
nerals, distinguished the great body 
of the troops; although in some can- 
tons the soldiery took advantage of 
the facilities for concert and united 
exertion which an army aflbrds, 
to interrupt the course of the laws 
of their country. A portion, of the 
Colombian troops still remained in 
Peru, and another in Bolivia. Other 
portions had bc/in put in motion for 
the purpose of being concentrated 
upon the departments where the 
disorders existed, in cose Bolivar 
should -ssary to employ 

force in the restoration of the public 
tranquillity. The bulk of the army 
exhibited the grbatest alacrity in 
marching in defence of the con- 
stitution ; and previous even to the 
arrival of the Liberator in Caruccas, 
two considerable bodice of the 
troops stationed in Venezuela, hrd 
declared against Paez. And we 
shall presently sec, that during the * 
events of 1^7, the troops were nut 
octuated merely by a blind devo-/ 


tioD to Bolivar, upon these occa • 
sioiis ; beca^Msq the auxiliary army, 
which returned from Peru, mum- 
Tested, at one period, as much op. 
position to his alleged ambitiou.s 
dcsigas, as did the most upright ot 
the Colombian patriots. 

Bolivar’s decisive measures for 
curtailing the public expenditure, 
adopted during bis temporary pre- 
sence at the scat of government 
in November, had interrupted the 
preparations for equipping the na- 
val forces of the republic inGartha* 

gena. He reduced the number of 
armed vessels, for the sake of im- 
mediate economy. But the agita- 
ted condition of the country, by 
cutting short the public revenue, 
had already arrested the efforts 
making to equip n squadron for the 
purpose of joining the Mexicans iti 
offensive operations against Spain. 

Among all the misfortunes which 
befelthe republic, towards the close 
of the year 1826, one happy event 
deserves to be mentioned, namely, 
the entire pacification of the pro- 
vince of los Pastos. I'liis may be 
considered as the last scene of a 
war of seventeen years, which the 
'Colombians had waged against 
th|! Spanish influence, within the 
borders of their country. Forty of- 
ficers and soldiers, commanded by 
the robber Benavides, who had so 
long preserved the last relics of 
the Spanish party, amidst the wild 
regions of los Pastos, were captured 
in November, 1826, by colonel 
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J CSC M. Obando, the governor of the 
province, and suffered ^he punish- 
ment of death, which they so richly 
merited for their numerous crimes. 
The industrious people of that 
agricultuval district, were this re- 
lieved from the scourge of war. 
Indeed, the followers of Benavides 
might ratli^ir be considered a troop 
of banditti, than a band of royalvsts ; 
because all interest for the king of 
Spain seemed, independent of 
them, to be wholly extinct. Du- 
'ring the agitations, occasioned from 

one extremity of the nation to the 
other by the treasonable resist- 
ance of Paez to the summons of 
tlie senate, not a movement was 
ihade, nor a single voice raised, in 
Javour of Spain, throughout the 
whole extent of Colombia. 

Having thus glanced at ti|e ge- 
neral c ondi tion of Colombia at the 
cloSe'of 1826, wc proceed to re- 
sume the narrative of events at that 
period, where we left it in the his- 
'tory of the last year. Bolivar bad 
^hen reached Puerto Cabello, with- 
out meeting with the slightest re- 
sistance in his progress through 
the insurgent districts. During his 
brief stay at Bogota, he resumed 
the government for only two day^, 
,for the purpose of introducing va- 
rious economical regulations al- 
ready alluded to, in virtue of the 
extraordinary powers which he had 
assumed under the constitution. At 

that time he •published a decree, 
which the public functionaries* of 


Colombia may be pardoned for call- 
ing immortal, when wo consider, 
that In it he declared that he enter, 
cd on the exercise of his extraordi- 
nary powers, in strict obedience to 
the constitution, which he pledged 
himself to preserve unchanged, 
until the nation should, by legiti- 
mate means, reform it ; signifying 
also his determination to enforce 
the laws of the land, except where 
the dangerous tcrisis then im* 
pending required their suspen- 
sion. 

lie an'ived*in Venezuela at a 
time so critical, that the least fur- 
ther delay would have occasioned 
.nil the horrors of civil war. Blood 
had been shed already in Cuman^. 
The secession of Puerto Cabello 
from General Paoz, had exaspera- 
ted the insurgent chief ; and all the 
movements of the opposing parties 
assumed an nhirmiy^ aspect, fore- 
boding the approach of actual hos- 
tilities. A column of six hundred 
men, commanded by colonel Cala, 
occupied VarinaSy -w;? J^6th <5f .De- 
cember, for the purpose of enfor- 
cing the new order of things at the 
point of theViiyoftet* ; but in three 
days they evacuated*their position, 
and retreated. Another body of 
Paez’s cavalry, undertook to bring 
to submisision the canton of Mantc- 
col, which had declared itself for 
the constitution ; but the timely in. 
'terposition of arfofficcr^of Bolivar's, 
prevented *tho evil, which other- 
wise must have ensued ; for colo- 
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nul fiiciiazii, im olticcr of tried 
lidciily andcoura^^c, placed hirnseil* 
at the head ot‘ the cantons oi* the 
Manteca), (hiadualito, and other 
towns in A pure, prepared to sup- 
port the constitutional cause. In 
the west of Vene/uela, also, the 
cantons of Tocu) o and ihiniuisi- 
inclo, of Araurc, and others, de- 
clared themselves for the Jiihera- 
tor ; who despatched a body of 
troops under general Uafael Ur- 
daueta, to support them ; and also, 
to reduce to obedience, by three of 
arms, those towns which should not 
voluntarily send in their suhmis. 
sion. lie himself, having stopped 
at xMaracaibo, to make the requi,- 
site arrangements for marching up 
a strong military force, to be in 

readiness if their aid shouhl, prove 
necessary, issued flic deen.es wliirli 
was published last year, cointnaml- 
ing the immediate cessation of 
hostilities, aufl flcclaring the de- 
partments of Sulia, Orinoco, 
nezucla, and Matuiiii, to ho under 
his j;rim^diat(^««» :thorily. By the 
suavity and lenity of the niea- 
iurcs he pursued, he happily ar- 
rested the progress of civil war, 
re-estabiished the dominion of the 
laws, and restored peace to (.*o- 
lombia. 

Bolivar reached Puertr; Cahello 
December lllst ; and immediately 
issued a decree, dated January 1st, 
1827, giving assiintncc of a gene- 
ral amnesty for all acts done, hr 
opinions expressed, with reihrcncc' 


to reform, during the late troubies ; 
and guiinmti^ciiig the persons, pro- 
perty, and ollicesof all individuals 
committed therein ; — in token of 
which he continued Paez iii com- 
mand bT Vtmezucla, imdiifthc title 
of civil and military chief ; and 
general Suiiliago Mavifio in the 
eoiiiiiiaiid of Matiirin. I^e further 
ordered all persons to submit to his 
authority as president oftbe repub- 
lic, deiiounciug severe punishmeiil 
against all subsequent acts of hos- 
tility. Finally, be renewed lus 
promise of calling the grand con- 
vention of the nation. Paez at 
this time had his head c|iKirters at 
Valencia, lie received tlie decnM* 
the next morning, and the saim, 
day issued a proclanuuion, an- 
iiouiicing his receipt of Bolivar’s 
d<;cn q of amnesty of the day be- 
fore ; and declaring his unqualified 
sublnis^;ion to that decree in all its 
[;urts ; and his aeknowledgmeiil 
of the president’s autiiority. In 
consideration »>f Bolivar’s engage, 
meiit to assemble a convention, hr 
annulled and revoked bis decree ol‘ 
December IJltb, for convoking an 
assembly of Venczucliuns alone 
•in the city of Valencia, In con- 
clusion he said : Congress having 
decreed the honours of a triumph 
to the Liberator, whenever he 
should return from Peru to the bo- 
som of his country ; and it being a 
delightful and sacred* duty of Ve- 
nezuela, to confer tliis homi^ge on 
fh<! most illustrious child of her af- 
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ii’cisoiis, tiic towns liirongh wlilch 
lifi shall jniss, |p prcparo to 

rcccivf! him witli tlnj imijchUc 
ponij) hcloii-riii^ to a ceremony iii- 
vontcil hy i'miiquity in ilomonslra- 
lion oi'tibo iiiitioiiiil ^ratitmk^Jnstly 
, due to licrofs, tlie huiieiUcUors ol* 
the human race, ami the ioimders 
^ ol’ liberty. Jii the depart nient ot’ 
'Aiaturin, also, llu! aullujiity the 
president was immediately reoog- 
iiise*d by general .Mariiio. 

• Bolivar very properly considered 
the insiuTeetioti to he now at an 
end, so far as reiim-dcd any eause 
of apprehcii^iru (d‘ actual war, in 
the distiirheil depart jueiils. The 
proelaniatiou i.-siied iVotn his head 
* <piurters in Pm.rlo Cahcllo, tiie bill 
of January. e:ipiTs.scs this sciili- 
meiit, in the dcelamatory and ox- 
a^gerated idiom, pecnlia^ to the 
^Spuaii^i laiigiiage. “ Inhubiiautsof 
Venezuela, Apuic and iMalurin,’* 
he said, “ the dominion of evil is 
at uh end. One of yourselves 
“ brings you the olive branch, that 
!mder its sliade you may celebrate 
I lie festival of Jilu’rty, of peace, ami 
, of glory. Jjct us sink the year 
twenty-six in the abyss of time : 
may a thousand ages sumler it Mn 
us; and may it be lost for evyr in 
remotest darkness. I retain no 
jcrnembraiiec of wliat has passed. 
Colombians, forget the events of 
the days of sorrow, and let silence 
blot thcmdroni your memory.” lif- 
deqd> some enthusiasm of expres- 
sion, may be permitted to thb'Lib<!- 


ralor, on the peaceful termination 
rf)f a scries of disorders, w'hicb 
tiiN aleiied the most tragical issue, 
and, as it is, inllicted a deep wound 
upon tluj pros[>erity and cliaractcr 
of (‘olombia. 

Very siiortly afterwards, Bolivar 
and Baez met; and the republican 
parly could not fail to observe, that, 
to outward appearance at least, tiie 
liberator greeted the rebellious 
ebicflaiii with i»ll the cordiality and 
contidcucc belonging to faithful 
ami obliged friends, bound together 
by* reciprocftl services already per- 
formed, and by I lie stronger ties of 
reciprocal services, expected for 
, the future. Tlie speeches, cere- 
monies, and fe>u\ities iii liuiiour of 
a nicoiing, wiiich followotl Ptiey/s 

unpunished assault on the constitu- 
tion of his coumry, could not have 
been very essentially ditferent^ if 
they hud been ^lesigned to cele- 
brate a victory over the Spaniards. 
Standing alone, this circumstance 
iniglil have Inmn ascribed to the 
merciful line cl’ j^jlicy adbpted by 
Bolivar; but coinieeled with other 
events, it acquired fearful impor- 
tance in flic sequel. 

In eoneludiiig •’the account of 
liie insurrection of Paez, wc should 
observe, that in the progress of the 
alfair.^ls whole cliaraeler and coin- 
fplexioii underwent a complete 
change. Originally, wc appre- 
hend, tlie iimhediale^ohject of Paez, 
"and *of* his adviser, Pena, was 
merely to screen themselves from 
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the inconvenience of trial for al- 
leged violations of law, and perhaps* 
of ultimate punishment. An ar- 
dent, imperfectly educated, but un- 
commonly successful soldier of for- 
tune, Paez yielded to the first trans- 
ports of anger, occasioned by the 
notice of his impeachment, and 
bad advisers being at hand, rashly 
raised the standard of revolt. No- 
thing is more'deeply to be regret- 
ted. We fully bdlieve, from a 
careful examination of all the do- 
cuments published by the execu- 
tivc on the one hand, a^id by Paez 
in his justification on the other, 
that he never could have been con- 
victed of any criminal act, on a fair 
investigation of the circumstances 
attending the enlistment at Cara- 
cas. Of course, had he nobly com- 
mitted his fate to the laws of his 
country; had he immediately re- 
paired to Bogota, /’.nd demanded to 
be fairly tried and confronted with 
liis accusers, the result, in our opi- 
nion, would have been a triumphant 
vindicaitidn of hismirbial character. 
Insinuations, we know, arc not 
wanting, that the violerlccs commit- 
ted in Caraccas,at the enlistment of 
the militia, wbicli gave rise to the 
complaint and impeachment of 
Paez, were voluntary acts, on his 
part, perpetrated in concert with 
Bolivar, for the purpdse of disor- 
ganiziog the republic, and prepar- 
ing his elevation* to the'dictatorship 
of Colombia, Peru, and Bolivia. 
But these imputations arc entirely 


without direct proof ; and although 
many suspiepus circumstances,' 
bearing upon this point, have trans- 
pired, yet we hesitate to believe in 
a charge so fatal to the fume of Bo- 
livar, whhout some evidence more 
specific than mere presumptions, 
how'ever plausible. It is more cre- 
dible, that the beginning of the in- 
surrection, the first voluntary act 
of disobedience to the laws, on the 
part of Paez, was his assumption 
of authority on the 30th of April,'' 
nfler receiving the announcement 
of his impeachment, and conse- 
quent suspension from office. No 
doubt the discontented, and the fac- 
tious in Venezuela, gladly seized 
hold of this inviting occasion, to 
urge their plans of reform ; and all 
the subsequent events were hut the 
natural conscfiucnccs of the im- 
pulse thus imparted to the insur- 
rection. 

Boliv;ir entered the city of Ca- 
raccas the 26th of January, being 
received there, and at every village 
on his way thither from Valencia, 
w/th the liv(dicst demonstrations 
of sincere enthusiasm. lie ad- 
hered, religiously, to his concilia- 
tory plan, and carefully abstained 
from* exhibiting any distrust of the 
intentions of the people, or doing 
any thing which could tend direct- 
ly or indirectly to prolong division 
and ill will. Not only did he fol- 
low this object intently himself, but 
luEi induced the magistrates, ^Che 
press, and private individuals, to 
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co-operate with tliein cfTicaciously, 
m the same design | altliough af- 
terwards, it is true, he permitted, 
if he did not encourage, the publi- 
cation of newspapers under his own 
eyes irt» Caraccas ; which, how- 
ever conciliatory their tone to- 
wards the Vciiczuelians, were dis- 
^ honorably signalized for their bit- 
terness of invective towards all 
who opposed the introdnctioir of 
the Bolivian code into Colombia. 
JFTe ordered all things to be resto-. 
red to precisely the same condition 
they were in at the end of the pro- 
ceding April ; and not oidy requi- 
red obedience to the luws previous- 
ly in force, but also promulgated 
‘ and enforced those which, having 
been since enacted, had not been 
acknowledged or obeyed in the re- 
volutionized departments. « 

“Such was the state of things at 
Oraccas in January, while at the 
other extremity of tlio countries 
■^subjected to Bolivar’s power, in the 
city of Lima, the Peruvians were 
engaged in subverting his authors 
.ty, and establishing a free govern- 
ment of their own in its place. It 
will be readily conceived, that the 
knowledge of this event spread uni- 
versal joy at Bogota. The cili- 
7;en8 of this place had seemed 
hitherto to be alone faithful to the 
cause of liberty. They found them- 
selves happfily disappointed. The 
people collected in the streets,! 
which resounded with music,* the. 


peals of bells, and to the con- 
*stitution, to Santander, and the Co- 
lombian officers in Peru. 

But ere this intelligence had 
reached Caraccas, Bolivar had ad- 
dressed u letter to the president of 
the senate, dated February (ith, re- 
nouncing the presidency of the re- 
public. After alluding to the late 
disturbances, to his having been re- 
elected president, add to his cn- 
dcavours,sinc(^!iis return from Peru, 
to restore the public tranquillity, by 
the exercise ol‘ extraordinary pow- 
ers, he pro(jceds as follows : 

“ I beg of congress to cast a re- 
gard upon the situation of Coloin- 

• bia, of America, and of the entire 
world. Every thing seems to flat- 
ter us. I'here is not a Spaniard 
on the Aincriciin continent. Do- 
mestic peace has reigned in Co- 
lombia since the comincncemenf of 
the present year.*. Many powerful 
nations recognise our political ex- 
istence, and some are joined to us 
ill the bonds of amity and friend* 
ship. A large poVtion of tfuf Ame- 
rican states arc in alliance with Co- 
lombia; and* Spain is at present 
menaced by Great Britain. What 
more can we hope for ? The 
womb of time can alone contain 
the immensity of happiness which 
has been prepared for us by a boun- 
liful Providence, in whom is our 
only reliance. As for me, suspi- 
cions of, a tyraniiiwif usurpation 

» rest upon my name, and disturb the 

• hearts of the Colombians. Repub- 
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licans, jealous of their liberties, 
cannot consider me without a se- 
cret dread ; because the pages of 
history tell them Jlhat all those 
placed in similar situations, have 
been ambitious. In vain do 1 wish 
to propose the example of Wash- 
ington as my defence ; and, in fact, 
one or many exceptions can etl’cct 
nothing against tlic experience of 
the world, whicli has always been 
oppressed by the powerful. 

I sigh between the <listress of 
my fellow citizens, and the sen- 
tence which awaits mc<-iii the judg- 
ment of posterity. I, myself, am 
aware that I am not free from am- 
bition ; and therefore 1 desire to 
extricate myself from the grasp of 
that fiiry, to free my fellow citi- 
zens from all inquietude ; and to 
secure, after my death, tliat reputa- 
tion which T may be entitled to, for 
rny zeal in tho'‘ cause of liher- 

ty* 

“ With such sojitinieiits, I re- 
nounce again and again, the presi. 
dcncy*'of the republic. Congress 
and the nation must receive this 
abdication as irrevocable : nothing 
will be able to oblige rnc to conti- 
nue in the public service, to which 
I have already dedicated my entire 
life : and now that the triumph of 
liberty has placed this iluhlinie 
right within the en joyment of every' 
one, shall I alone be d(;privcd of 
it ? No : tiitf congress and the, 
('olombian people arc just: they 
will not compel me to an ignomini- 


ous desertion. Few are the days 
wliich now r^iraaiii to mo ; inon’ 
than two thirds of my existence 
ha^ already passed ; let me, there- 
fore, be permitted to await a peace- 
ful dcat/i, ill the obscure aftd silent 
retreat of my paternal fosidoncc. 
My sword and my heart will, ne- 
vertheless, be always with Colom- 
bia ; find my last sighs will aseend 
to fleavon, in prayers for her con- 
tinued prosperity. 

“ f pray, therefore, congress and 
my fellow eitizens, to confer on me 
the title ol' a private citizen. 

“ Simon Uomvar.*' 

The importance of this letter 
will apologize for so much of it. 
being inserted in our narration. 
Whether Holivar was sincerely 
desirous of being relieved from 
the grat(diil toils of command, our 
readers will bettor judge in the se, 
quel. It is reiufirkahle, that the 
conductors of the Lira, a nowspa- 
per devoted to Bolivar, in publish- 
ing his renuiieiatinn, made the ex- 
travagant assertion, that the Co- 
I'Vinhians, in cmiseriting to it. 
wouhl he subseribing to the cessa- 
tion of their social existeneo. Peo- 
pie had so long been doubtful and 
suspicious of Bolivar’s designs, 
that all awaited with anxiety for 
the movements whicli time was to 
deveiope ; and this communication, 
wliilc it gave a new direction do 
the course of things, certainly did 
not sprvo to allay the piiblie aflrn*- 
■hension. 
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Under the circumstances ol' the 
lime, therefore, mijcll excitement 
was produced by a note addresfeed 
to Bolivar, by Mr. Watts, the 
American charge, at Bogota, 
which W!« justly regarded ‘as an 
•uncalled for interference in the do- 
iiiestic concerns of Colombia. The 
whole toiftor, and the particular ex- 
pressions of the letter, were certain- 
ly unfortunate, however just and 
proper may have been (he inten- 
tjjrins of colonel VV'att.s. “ Permit 
am,’* it said, •' a.s llie rcprcseii- 
tutivc of my nation, of the republic 
of Washington, (o beseech you to 
return to J^ogola, the eapilul of Co- 
lomhia, and save yatr country. 
Without your excellency, all is lost. 
The three nations, wliich yon alone 
have created, (’olomhia, Peru, and 
Bolivia, raising ih(un,a.s it\v.u'u,uut 
of chaos, will relapse into their pri- 
mitiveobsciirily, unless you cuntiiine 
your services for their preserva- 
tioii.” The reply of the liberat«)r was 
rdtogether g(meral,an(l did not signi- 
fy whether he should, or sliould not, 
abide hy the advice given him ; bu^ 
still it carefully treated the letter 
from colonel Watts, not as the act 
of an individual, hut as an nfficiat 
expression of the views and feeliygs 
of the government of the ITiiited 
^^ates. It was not unnatural, there- 
fore, for the patriots of (.'olombiu 
aiid. Peru to leel chagrined hy the 
transaction.* But no sooner was the * 
lettewoininimicated to Mr. (Cooley, , 
the American minister in L*ma, ^ 


than he promptly declared, by an 
official note, addressed to the Peru- 
viah minister of foreign aflairs, that 
the government of the United States 
would never approve of the letter 
of colonel Watts, nor recognise his 
introduction into the domestic af- 
fairs of Colombia and Peru ; and 
the executive of the United States, 
upon seeing this letter, caused a let- 
ter to he addressed to ctflon??! W atl s. 
expressing (he ifegrct and disappro- 
bation of till* president at liis inter, 
fereiice in the doniesti*’ eoncerns o! 
(■oioinhia. ‘ 

During the period of llio vent 
now inuhu' consideration, gj’noral 
^Santander, alaiiiied by the move- 
inents in Pern, addressetl a letter to 
Bolivar, dati'd April 3<Mh. urgontlv 
intreating the latter to take his 
constitutional place as president. 
Congress had not yet assoinbledjin 
coihscquenec of thq^distracUal slate 
of the country, iusidiuus etlbrts 
were making hy the enemies of the 
constitution, to aggravate the na- 
tional calamities, by produchi^ dis. 
sention belween the inemhers oJ‘ 
the goveniinL'iil, and representing 
the Liberator amt the actual execu- 
tive as ho.stile to eal:h other ; and 
especially, by spreading tin* most 
atrocious ealumnics concerning 
their r^pcctivo views'. Busta 
iHantc and hisMivisioii would liavc 
no disposition to communicate their 
insubordinalion from^ lH.'rii to the 
departments of the .south, and the 
.wounds of the country would be 
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healed, it lloiivar, now that Vciic. 
■zuela was perfectly tranquil, woriW 
put an end to the universal agita- 
tions and suspicions, which perva 
ded Colombia. A single word from 
him, decidedly in favour of the con- 
stitution, would instantly cairn the 
public anxictj\ But the Liberator 
replied, that, haring once renoun- 
ced the presidency, for adequate 
motives, which still remained in 
full force, ho could Mot alter his de. 
termination. IIo wrote to Sr. Ba- 
lalt, president of the senate, in still 
-.{rongor terms, using Janguage of 
!|io following tenor : 

I will not sfM'vo Colombia /;s 
fh'€fii(lpnli own if for that cause I 
slioiihl povij^li imdor the ruins of 
(ho republic, and if posterity should 
condemn my resolution. It is no 
longer doubtful, tliat iny enemies 
suppose mo aiiiliilious ; and ilie 
idea entortainodr- of my liberticidc 
projects, alienates mo for ever 
I'i'orn a command wiiicii 1 ablntr as 
much as tyranny : and if congress 
should not lend {Tfavourablc car to 
my renunciation, (of which, how- 
ever, I have no fear,)'! l»og you to 
tugiiify to the legislature, my abso. 
into and irrevdcaldc reHoliition.” 
And until late in June, when the 
return of tlio tiiird division for tlic 
purpose of cnocling a coiKitcr-rc- 
volution iit Colombia, and rc.storitirf. 
(lie authority of the constitution, 
wus officially ooinininiicatcd Bo- 
livar, he continued in tlic nortli. 

But aP!»ea ranees were hv no 


incatis such as to iraiKpmiizo tu>- 
public ^Itiioiigli his olUciut 

letters expressed a /ixed intention 
ofrf'idhcriiig to his renunciation, yet 
the most agifalirig reports continued 
to prevail. Private letKrs were 
received in Bogota, from the Libe- 
rator himself, wiiich rendered his 
designs at least doubtful/ News- 
papers [lublished, as w(.> before in- 
timated, under his own eye at ('a- 
raccas, were constantly lilled witli 
the most indecent and scandalous 
aspersions of ail the tried patriots 
of (.'olombia, of all those incorrupti- 
ble friends of liberty, who, liaviiig 
once fouglit to acquire indepen- 
dence, were determinc'd and ready 
to fight again to retain tlieir acqui 
sition«j. Party spirit in Colombia 
seemed to pour itself out in the 
newspapers, in the same lerocious 
spirit of calninny, in the sanm ey- 
truvagaiit denunciations of all piih- 
lie men, which disgrace so many 
of the political journals in the rest 
of America. It was reported, tliat 
Mr. ('anning, tiie individual in 
Ji'hirope who was most frnmdiy to 
the iSoiith Americans, because his 
political reputation was most deep- 
ly pledged in their cause, hud writ- 
ten* to Pmlivar, urging him, as a 
friend, to rornll his remmciatioii. 
Y'et Bolivar desisted not from tlu; 
exercisf of his extraordinary pow- 
ers, atb r ail causes for retaining 
them had ceased. IJc was, in fact, 
tflictator in four departments, }l* 

' e/mtmn»‘rl to tixpresH himself in fa 
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voiir ol the premature assembling 
a nonvontion. Acting under the 
adv!ce of his secretary general, 
(Jose Rafael Revenga, an olfieer 
unknown to the laws, who perform- 
ed all the^functions of minister of 
Estate in the' four departments, siih- 
jeot to the authority of llolivar per- 
soiially,) ?hn Liberator had revived 
.various oppressive finaneial rc'J'ula- 
Monsjd’lhe old Spaiiisli regime, to 
the temporary ruin of commerce. 

rmanent councils, pt^ssing sum- 
inary decrees verbally, a jurisdic- 
tion peculiarly odioos in (-olombia, 
because Murillo and bis sueressors 
bad sacrificed many of fbeir best 
iuen by moans of such a tribunal, 
)uid been established, altliuugli but 
tor a short time. Handbills were 
oirculalod in Caraecas, in wbicb 
the adoption of the Holivar*eonsti. 

’ 411011 was strenuously reeonnncnd- 
« d, as the only refuge of Colombia 
from irii))eiuling political dcslmc- 
tioii. \ letter of Bolivar's to the 
senialor Arbolcda, was banded 
about ill Bogota ; in wbicb, iiot- 
witbstanding the solemnity (}f bis» 
declarations to Sr. Baralt, bo iiia- 
iiifestcd a disposition to accept thc^ 
presidency ; but added, that “ be 
sbouid insist upon assembling flic 
grand convention, for Ibc purpose 
oKiulroducirig those reforms, wbicb 
'Would commence a new order of 
things, and satisfy those coiiilictiiig ^ 
interests, which now threatened to 
proslfate the’rcpiiblic to the earth*” • 
All these circumstances were far 


from being calculated to put art 
6nd to the general inquietude* 
i^eanwhile, an event occul< 
red in the southern departments of 
the republic, which served to prove 
the feverish anxiety of tlie public 
mind, although it terminated with- 
out producing the evils, which, in 
such an excited state, rncu genera!- 
ly apprehended. This was the 
unauthorized return of the third di- 
vision of the aii.>Aliary army in Peru. 
A tier these troops had produced, or 
assisted in producing, the Peruvian 
revolution, qj[‘ January 26tli, as we 
have fully relutcjd in the proper 
place,thcir actual commandant, Bus 
Homantc, hecaino satisfied of the nc 
ccssity of their immediately quitting 
Lima. They had received no order/! 
from the Colombian government tf 
return home ; but their business in 
Peni was now detcriiiincd. 'Phe 
Pcriiviaiis had or^inizcd a provi 
sional government of their own : 
and there was no reason why they 
should continue to he burdened 
with the expense and present^ of a 
foreign army, whose assistance 
they no lopgeV- needed. A large 
body of two thousand Peruvians 
was already asscmljlcii ; and there 
was danger that some violence oi 
disorder would occur, from the 
proxiiiiify of the two armies. Po^ 
Mtical agitators were to be found, 
prompt and disposed to work on 
tjic rcqdy, elements oidiscord ; and 
what might he the consequences, if 
;w:is impossible to predict- Al- 
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though (lie troops well knew that 
no preparations had been arranged 
tor their reception in Colombia ; 
and that amid all the troubles of the 
past year, the government hud not 
yet decided ii])on the disposition to 
be made of tiicin ; yet, it was clear 
they ought not to be in Peru. Con. 
dieting rumors had reached them 
from Venezuela ; and the proceed- 
ings of the ’last fall, in (luayaipiil 
and Quito, led thent to fear that the 
republic and constitution were in 
peril. At length, tlie oilicers of 
the division determined to refui;^ 
with their troops to Colombia ; and 
they concerted the means of doing 
it with the provisional government, 
of Peru, which entered into ar- 
rangements for paying their ar. 
rears* and provided transports and 
a convoy tor their conveyance. 
v\ccordirig]y, the division led Lima 
the Dtli of Maj-ch, ami embarked 
at Callao. By the (lircctiun of 
jjustnmuiitc, part of the troops 
were sent to (Guayaquil, under the 
cotiiivuhd of colonel Juan Francis- 
•:o Elizalde, while he himself, with 
the rest of them, took the direction 
of the departments of 'Asiiay and 
iLiluador. 

Intelligcnc*: (n‘ tiie approacli uf 
ihc tioops reached colonel Mos- 
(|ucra, iutendant ol‘ (jluaypquil, on 
the 14th (jf April,* by despatclj, 
from the Columbian agent in Lima, 
'i'ho messengers wljo brought tlic 
information, bud no certain kuov^. 
lodjfo of Bustamante’s designs. But 


from their representations, or tiroin 
other source^), general Jose Gabriel 
Perez, (one of Bolivar’s insiruments, 
in/orcing upon the people his Boli> 
viaii code, and by him created su- 
perior «chief of the depuft meats of 
the south,) the intendaiU of (luaya- 
quil, and the commanding general, 
Manuel Valdes, were led. to believe 
that tiie object of the tliird division 
was to invade t be department, un- 
der pretext of sustaining the con- 
stitution of Columbia ; and having 
obtained possession of ail the pro- 
vinces on the Pacific, as fur as Jn- 
ananibu, to erect the whole territo- 
ry into an independent state, to bt 
confederated wlili Peru. The fact, 
afterwards turned out to be, if theii 
own declarations are to be believ- 
ed, that they meant only to pro- 
duce a^. counter revolution, in the 
departments of (iuayaijuil, Asua> . 
and Equadi»r, and rescind the dis- 
graceful voles of the last year, by 
which the municipalities of those 
departments, acting under corrupt 
iidhicrice„had conferred the dicta- 
mrship on Bolivar. But the supe- 
rior, 'civil, and military oflkers of 
the government, were justly alarm- 
'ed by v.iial really boro lln; appear- 
ance of invasion. The division had 
revolutionized the government ot 
Peru. They were commanded by 
a general vvhohe authority arose out 
of circumstances ; and who had 
exorcised it, vvitlioul reference, as 
it seemed, to any orders fropi his 
govbrnmont. They came, breath- 
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aig sentiments ot' distrust, and al- 
most of defiance, Jofvards tiic Li- < 
berator. It was perfectly well 
known, too, that the Peruvians had 
never been satisfied with the aii- 
nexatioft of the old provinces of 

• Quito, to the republic of (.'olomhia ; 
and that these provinces themselves 
disliko(4thc central system, and 
preferred cither an indepcmlent 
;Tovernment, or a confederation 
witl? Peru, or Now (irenada and 
•Venezuela. 

. • , 

In this difiicult eontfiigency, go- 
ooral Perez hastily entered into .iiich 
uiTiingcmcnts us the urgency of tlie 
moment would peniiit. Alieinpts, 
were made to put (iiiaya(|uil in :i 
state of defence, h\ re[niiring tin; 
Ibrtificatioiis, and oquippiiijr a na- 
val force ; hiif it rcqiiinnl very lit- 
^Me examination to perceive, that it 
was imjtossihle, with such short no- 
tice, to be able to maintain the 
place apaiiist the approachiiij]!; 

* troops. Filled with eonslernution, 
the .superior chiel'and comniaiidin^ 
general seem to have thought tl^at 
.-omethinf; could he j];aiiicd by anli- 
oipalin^ the supposed wishes of the 
third division ; and ihey therefoVc 
invited the people of (!ua\aip]il ti» 
make a free and public declaration 
m favour of a confederacy. But. 
according to the slateiiieiits of the 
people of liuayaipiil, the presence 
ill the cityoff'ciieral lleres, one of 
th(^x-mini.stcrs ofPoni, preventiyil 
I he ineusup'. * 


Previous to this, however, on the 
:28th of March, the intendant, colo- 
nel Mosque ra, had been sent out in 
an armed brigantine, to meet Bu-s- 
tamante, and 'to exert him.sclf t«» 
turn tile latter from his supposed 
purpose of invading Colombia. 
Mo.squera foiinri, that a portir)ii of 
the troops having sailed for the 
port of Manta, had already disem- 
barked, and were at Monte-Chrislo; 
and he sieorcfl thither, cxpcciiug 
to tiiid Bustamante. I’lider this 
idea, Mosqiiera prepared a note 
.afldressed to Bustamante, repre- 
senting the surprise of the oHiccrs 
ofCuavaqui! at his attempt; staling, 
that the department was perfectly 
tranquil, ami uotwithstamliug the 
acts of the last fall, was now go- 
\erued strictly acciurling to law, 
ami in perfect ohctlicnce to (he 
constitiitionni uutiiorities ufl 'olom- 
bin. lie therell^re urged him U. 
desist from Ins liostile purpose, and 
to abstain from all acts culeulated 
to disturb the public peaee. A*- 
Bustamanle liad proeeed^ckto Cu- 
eiica, aecordinir U> the plan of ope- 
rations mentioned above, >lusque. 
ra's note nuielied the hands of colo- 
nel F.lizalde, who’ replied in a iiob‘ 
eoiitaiuingoiily a strong assurance, 
that he,ami thecorps under his com 
mniul.,W(»uld scnipulou.^ly obey tlu' 
I constitution And the laws, Mosque- 
ra's mes.senger told him, tliat Fli- 
/.ahlt* had verballi^ declarr‘d, that 
Bolivar was a usurpi'r, a hoin he 
* would not rthev : nor would hcobov 



198 


A\Nir\L REGISTER, 1830-4. 


Santander, because the latter was 
in concert with the Liberator; and, 
considering this, Mosquera viewed 
Elizaldc’s writtefi answer as too in. 
definite to be satislartnrv. \ceonl- 
infily, he sent another message to 
Elizalde, desiring tiirfher explana- 
tions ; l)iit receiving no answer to 
the last message, he returned to 
Guayaquil without delay, and reach- 
ed the city oif the lUth of' \pril. 

On his arrival, lie tound that 
\ntonio F.li/alde, and some other 
officers at Guayaquil, wore acting 
in concert with .fuan Elizalde, tile 
lieutenant of hustainantc ; and that 

f!jumc ])olilical change muM iuevl. 
tably ensue. This acttially hap. 
pened on the Ifith ; for early in the 
day, .Mosqiiera received notice, 
that a portion of the garrison was 
under arms, headed hy Antonhi Eli- 
znlde, and tha* .fuau (elizalde was 
inarehiiig towards Guayaquil. Af- 
ter a vain atteriqit to bring the 
troops to subordination, Mo'.ipiera, 
with generals Pen-z, and Valdes, 
took refuge on board the slm p <it 
war ( 'ongress, which lav in the har- 
bour, the other officers being ar- 
rested by the insurgent soldiery. 
Mosqiiera was desirous to retain 
possession td‘ I he fleet, and resist 
the* tfintineers; hut wasoveTriiled hy 
Perez and Valdez. At lenglli,*;! rnes. 
s nger came from /Vnlonio Elizal. 
de, summoning the. grjoerai oflicftrs 
lo give up the M'lips of war, and re- 
tire to Panama in transpori» ; Eii- 
/alde saying. Hi'd flie uarri'-on 


were determined not to fight with 
the auxiliary Mi'ision from Peru' 
And ‘idler considcrahle negotiation 
hetween the officers, and the lead- 
er.‘*of the garrison, it was arranged, 
that iraiisports should he ibniishcd 
all the otficcrs, to convey them- 
selves and their effects to Panama 
or Huenaventnra ; and thither they 
accordingly went, to give an ac- 
count of these proctjcdings to the* 
govc'rnmeiit. 

It so happened, whether by de-' 
sign or aecidimt, tluit general .lost 
lie l.a Mar, bt'ing on bis way to 
Lima, to take bis seal in the IVrii- 
viuu rongrc '^s, nrrlvpd lo Gu:i> a- 
qnil the loth of April. Tin* trt»0|>s. 
under command of .lu.m Elizalde, 
did not enter the <‘it\ until the g Itli. 
During this interval it was that 
the peo) !e of Gmiyatjuil assem. 
bled ; and in eonci'rt with Antonio 
Elizalde ami Ids st>ldier'>, or per- 
haps uml(‘r their iiifhituice, rcnoim- 
eed the Bolivian constitution, and 
reseindiMl the votes eonfr rnng the 
die.taiors}ii[r upon Boiiiar. And 
tly -superior mililarv otiieers of tlie 
place, by whosi? tlirecl agency Bo- 
li\ar had elfected his purposes, ha- 
viiig abilicateil tlndr atiflnn'ity, the 
peofJe uml the troops together, 
perstiadetl or rom|)cl|ed genera! 
l/d .Mar to lake tin; direction of ul’- 
fairs pros isimially, until the regular 
woverninent should be re-csiublish- 
0 ( 1 . 

• luonlei to aiiticipale ibe repre- 
scidaiions of the cojiunandiiig ofli 
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ot‘ thu ii<;])arinient, tlio muni- 
•-'ifKilily of (niayunuS piTparefl a 
lung address to the govcninn;nt of 
t.!u; repuhliOj dated April y«lsl. 
givitig iiti aecuiiiit uf the eircuiti. 
■ilatiees Vhi«‘li had iiniilneed the 
v'olus and 'Ullyr duin^fs uf I In; pfe- 
eedin» \v*‘(d\. 'I’liey slau* ilje hard- 
ships whirli tliov sutl’crcd, under 
the uperalion uf the rent ral •jv^tein ; 
eharge the eonnnanding olfieers «)f 
the department witii itK'a|>aeii\ and 
|^^u■rllptioM ; anil aseaihe what tuid 
just taken plare tu tlm tnere im- 
pulse of circiimstaiiees. They 
eunoluded hy prutesiiu;;, before the 
tied of nature and soeiety, t>eloro 
the national guverument, and the 
nhule world, that the\ had not clis- 
.solved the bond of association with 
Colombia ; that titey would pre. 
serve it.s laws, discharge t^ieir so. 
c;a) duties, and ridigioiiNlN ohe\ the> 
supremi; authoriiie.'* of the nation. 
\iid althotigli tlioN entreated the 
goveninieiif locoiilirin tlie appoint- 
ments they had made, and to par- 
don Klizalde and his as>«reiutes, 
tlie\ professed a delerimiiatipii t(» 
make an> sacritice, rather tlian to 
dislurh, in the slightest deiiree. tin; 
I'cguliir udminisiratiun of the laws 
of the rt^piihlie. In addition *10 
tills, general i<a Mar regularly 
eorrespjinded willillie govi-riimeiil 
at liogola, assuring them of his 
readiness to coiniiiil his provision, 
al authority into the hands of the 
oropifl* funetiuiuiries, the luoiyeiit 


they returned to tlieir posi.s ; and 
*thi.s, in fact, he did accordingly. 

\Vhilr these incidents were 
fraiispirliig at (iua'.mjiiil, IJustu- 
iiiaiite (!i<-enii!arl\( d l.ii men at 
Colaii, and was un the nuirelt fur 
(‘iieuea. lie was euniially recei- 
ved oil the way, and lUiituriniy e\. 
pressed his paeitie. intentions, and 
his entire devutiuii to the coiistitu- 
tifiii ; and deelari.'d his salisf ifMou 
tliat the ii('partmetils of A.suuy and 
Kipimlor hail repented of tlp.-ii 
disgraceful jesoliitiuns in favour of 
Uolivur, whose design was, in hif? 
upiniuii, ii» bo luade perpetual die- 
•tutor, audio force the BuliMuneode 
tipuit Peru and Colombia. Pro. 
cccdiiig regularly and peaeealdy. 
he entered (’ueneu the 'dlih ol 
\pril, and made every exertion in 
his powiT to (|uiet the apprelien- 
sion.s of general 'ilonv'., inteudant 
of the department ol' Asuuy . Itul his 
movements were unevpecteuK 
idieeked. Ihislamante mti^iidi d to 
assemble the luimicipality i)iilTie;")ih 
of .May. Ill order to proi uir a n voea. 
tioii nftheiveor 'sytuiioiial aetsoi'ihe 
y ear before. Ihit a «piarrel liav mg 
arisen hetweeu Btistama! le and oiu* 
of hts subaltern ollicers named 
Bravo, die latter iiidueed a balta- 
iiuii uf ^lie tr'ii»p.s to miitiiiv : and 
iftustaiuanle, vviili his eliiet’ utVieers, 
was arrested, hy him. and pm in 
vvaifmemuni. lit thisTiimmer, iheso 
new pretorian eoberts retorted 
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r»iisi;iiiiautf tlu* li'ssons (»f 
lU<ubortluuilii)n hi‘ hud 

taiitfht [\\vin in IVru. 

Hiisfaniunle’s (iri^icipal a(lvi>fr 
was said to be Dr. laiis Lopez 
Mendez. They and one otlier 
officer only were kept in confine- 
incnt Ibrashort time, until the ptib- 
lie tranquillity could he assured, 
whicli was ortecled without hlood- 
slied. The e\ecnti\c authority 
promptly adopted the most effica- 
cious measures tor redueinfr fhe 
troops to subordination by ti»rce of 
arms, if it cmild not be 'if.coinplisjj- 
ed otherwise : and c<inferre4i on 
the eonunatidinii ijenerals in the 
.'^oulh, eompeteijl <lisrrelionary 
authority to be U'^ed in <*<*inpellintf 
tlie rt#fr;ietor\ soldiers to n‘tuni to 
their duty. Hui all iipprehensions 
of any contliel. uifb ibein. as it 
soon appeared, were «rfain»lless. 
Tbi-re is some ':f‘!ison to be{iov(‘ 
that Lopez Mendez niifiht ba\e 
plaiiriorl the separation of the Pa- 
cific departments from (.'olombia ; 
I'.nl it was satisfactonls proved that 
Ihislamante and the other officers 
of the third divi.siowj'were ac.tnatrd 
only hy extrf iry; zeal fl»r the con- 
slitntionj whicli, snhserjiwnlly to 
the movetnent in liitna, they had 
again solemnly sworn to maintain, 
and which lliey were^deterrnined to 
support at. all hazards. Ihista- 
inaiite was .si*t at la rye by general 
Flores, coriiuiTinding in fh<- Fapiui 
and resunn d the ilireetioti of 
hi' di^i-iion: and tln-v afterwards 


submitted without rosistanco (o 
geiii'ral Ovulfd<^ the officer ap*. 
pointed by fhe e.veetjfive to com. 
ntaAd fheiii ; and were peaceably 
distributed in their cantons, jmr- 
siiant to* the orders «iv»;n (b the in- 
tendaiits of (iuuyaquil, .Asuay, and 
Lquador. The act of amnesty af- 
terwurd.s passed hy congress, of 
which* we shall presently give an 
account, extendeil to the third di- 
\isioii, and prevented a critical ex- 
amination of* their offence. 

AVhen the first intelligcnco of 
the eumts in (iuaviupiil reached 
Hoyota, information thereof wa- 
cornimmicaled to Holivar wilhonl 
dela\. It is easier to coii<*eivc, 
than It is to desm'ihe, the conflict. 
Ill‘i i'lliolioiis, which he must lluoi 
ha\e e.\<peneuced. 'I'he llower of 
the f,’olofiiliian army, the vii'torso*’ 
Avaciiciio, whom he had lull at 
Lima, and on whom he confidently 
reckoned for the support ol liis an- 
llioi'ily ill Peru — these very men" 
had overthrown his favourite Jioli- 
\Haa eode, prejiared hy him so 
earefully, and forced upon Peru at 
so much sacrifice of reputation and 
popularity. Santa ( ruz, to w horn 
1 m.‘ bid delegated his power as pre- 
sident of the eoimcil of state, iiad 
himself jftined in the Peruvian 
cause, and was now at the head o) 
the provisional government. And 
the liardy titid victorious cohorts, 
.jfthe auxiliary army in Peru, Wore 
now returning toFVdombia. entfci 
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io undo the servile work of the last 
>ear in the Pacific dejfartments, and 
compel tiiesc to renounce tiio au* 
tliority of Bolivar, once a name as. 
sociated only witli aspirations of 
liberty, tyid fitted to awakerjbe na- 
tion like a trumpet call, but now 
loaded witli'the blackest suspi. 
cions, y' those suspicions were un- 
just, how deeply must he hiyi’e re- 
pented of the ambiguous conduct 
which gave so much cause lor en- 
tertaining them ; if they wore well 
t'oimded, he must liu\e lamented 
still more deeply that he bad siitler- 
od the syren voice of ambition to 
lure him from the sacred cause of 
freedom, when ho foujid that bis 
eliaracler and his plans were be- 
come odious even to I lie Peruvian 
army, bis brave associates in so 
many well fought ami liyrd woii 
4ieids of battle. 

Whether Bolivar had merely 
been wailing for some plausible 
pretext to resume the prcsidiuicy. 
-itfid gladly availed himself of the 
troubles in the south as the siilli- 
eient reason, or wbciber they m 
I'acl produced a ebange of determi- 
nation, it is ditlieiiit to s:i\ ; but 
certain it is, that be immedialefy 
roused himself from bis stul^ of 
inactivity at Caraceas, and prepa- 
red for a new scene of oj>(*ratiuns. 
He ordered general fc^alon to (’ar- 
diagonu, with a column of eight 
hundred imui ; and general I'rdat 
netiblo concentrate another luMly oj' 
troops upon Ciicuta. \nd on tlie. 


IDth of June, his secretary Reven 
,ga, addressed a communication to 
the vice president, apprising him 
of those movements, and of the al- 
tcrafion in Itelivar’s plans. He 
said 15olivar hail bilherto declined 
accepting the presidency, nolwitli 
standing the movement in Peru, 
because be did not anricijinlc tliat 
it woubl prociMid any fuillier, oi 
that Bustamant(.''s d’•vi<ion would 
carry into etiV't their pniject n» 
invading Colombia. But tiio sue, 
ccis of ihe projt.ef, In* continued. 
Jia's eutin.ly altered tile situation 
of the Liberator, who, hr>th as pre- 
sident of (’oh.inliia, and as -iinplc 
citizen, was l»ound to exert liiniselt 
to proent the disineinbcrmcnl of 
the re[ud>li«*. and tin* ]>rnMratioiiol 
the laws. The multiplied and dis- 
tinguished proofs of (heir conli- 
deuce, which he lias recci\e(l fw)n» 
the (.’olomhian peo[}Je, reiKlcr this 
obligation more imperative ; and 
he is iletermincd to march against 
the traitors, wlm, after tarnishing 
the splemiour of the rcpuhliy, are 
labouring to rend her in piccc.>s. 
The Liberator will, tiienfure, sot 
out immediately* lor this citv, and 
will not think bo lifts discharged his 
duly us a f »Idicr of bis country, 
until he sha I behold her once again 
trampij, and able freely to dispose 
iof her own di'stiny. Hn the same 
day he issued a proclamation, 
which, ns pVcseiityig’ a siugulai 
change of language ami sentimenf. 
•we, therefore, insert eniin*. 

‘M 
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“ ( oKmilMan,**. viMir omwiurH rm*. 
lidi'o th»' <ltsin»c!ioii <)l'(\)h»rnbia: 
It h (iiy JtHy to presonc her. four 
M.’on u.’iirs have 1 been at your 
nciul, almost hy the unaiiimous will 
ut ihe people. In every period ol* 
»;lory aiul prosperity lor the repub- 
lie, I have reaounoeil the supreme 
eonirnuml with the purest siiicority. 
Xotliiii" have I desired so miicli as 
To relieve myself of power, the iii- 
struinciit of tvruiin}, wiiicii 1 abhor 
worse (bun i^iioiiiiiiy itself. But 
shall f abandon you in the hour of 
danger? Would this,, be conduct 
worthy of the citizen or the soldier ? 
\o, Coloiiihians ; I aiii rcwlvuU to 
oucuuiiter ail hazards, rather than 
anarchy should usurp tlu; [dace of 
liberty, or rebellion that of the con- 
stitution. As eitizcMi, liberator, and 
president, my duty imposes u[ion 
ijie the glorious necessity of self- 
sacrifice for yoi*;’ sakes, 1 march, 
therefore, to the .•'outhern coniines 
of the republic, to expose iny life, 
and my glory, to deliver you frbm 
fraitoVs; who, ailer !ia\iiig trodden 
under foot their most sacred duties, 
have raised tiie stand.'ird of revolt to 
invade t'.e most lo\al ilepartments, 
and those most worthy id' our pro- 
tection. (.’olomlMans, the national 
will is oppressed hy tin; new preto- 
rians, who have undertaken to dic- 
tate laws to the soverfdgn, wlioii. 
they arc hound to ohe \ . 'riiey 
have arrogated the snjirciue, right 
of the nation ; liiey iiave violated 
nil prineiplc^^ ; in tshor*. tlie tro^'p''. 


late Colombian aiixiliaricsof I'eru. 
have returned *0 their country, to 
cstfibliiih a new and strange go 
vtvninent on the ruins of the repuh 
|ic, which they outrage with great, 
or amiiicity t/ian our aih’ieut op- 
pressors. CVdomi)ia!is,-l appeal to 
your glory and your patriotism. 
Kally aroimd the nationtil' banner, 
w'hicii has waved in triumph from 
the mouths of the Orinoco, to the 
suimiiits of I'otosi ; ciierish it, and 
the nation will presi.*rvo its liberty, 
and will leave the public will in a 
slate of entire independence to de- 
cide concerning its destiny. The 
grand convention is the cry of Co- 
lomhia; it is her most urgent neces- 
sity. (.,'ongress will undoubtedly 
convoke it, and to its hands will 1 
surrender the leading stall*, and the 
sword, which the rcpiddic has giv- 
en me, both* as constitutional pii- 
sideiit, and po.sses.siiig the extraor- 
dinary supreme authority conferred 
hy the ptM.»[d(;. 1 will not disap- 

point the hopes of my country. Li- 
bcrly, glory, and laws, yon have 
«on(|iitTed from our ancient ene- 
mies ; liberty, glory, and laws, wt 
will preserve, in spite of mmistrous 
anarchy.” 

This proclamation was not alto- 
gether what the tVimuls of liberty 
wished. If was not grateful to fiiul 
the departments of (iiiayaquil, 
Asuay, ami Kquador, which had 
yielded to eorruption, ami proclaim- 
■i;d Bolivar dictator, characte*rizcti 
as the most loviil rnenibers of the; 







republic, tu ilic 
rAcnt of others, 

M'avcring in their fitlrlity to the 
constitution. Tlicro was somethwig 
of the tone of personal rcsenlincnf 
also, ill the pnichunation, that led 
* men to doubt, vyliich indueeinent was 
uppermost in llolivur’s mind, the de- 
sire of trSnqiiillizing his country, nr 
, that of punishing the soldiers ?)fthe 
third^division, or pcriiaps, reclaim- 
ing them to his interest, and then 
_ leading them on agipnst Santa 
Cruz, and La Mar. Ihit neverthc- 
less, a majority hoped for the best, 
.nnd felt their fears somewhat allay. 
e»l hy the Liberator’s r<Ml<Tated ex- 


impliod disparage- 
whiclAiad been iin- 


your welfare, you shall see me al 
ways in the land of niy progenitors, 
iny brothers, my friends, assisting 
you to alleviate the jmhlic calami- 
tics, which wu iiave suifered from 
war and revolution. Inliabitants 
of Caraccas, born a citi/en of Ca- 
raccas, mv highest amhiiion will he 
to preserve tiiat precious title ; a 
private life among y<ju will lie iny 
delight, my glor\, and the revenge 
which I e\pect*to take of inv enc- 
iiii«:s.” It has hern jnstl)' ohserv- 
ed.^that however sincere Hulivar 
may have Ix^^n when he made use 
of these expressions, ycl. that ho 
was noi master of his ow n destinv. 


pressions of respect fur the consti- 
tiition. Kre im deqiarted from <’u- 
raccas to cinlnirk at La (uiayra, 
for Carthagena, he made a decree, 
constituting general Paez sliperior 
‘iTnef of Venezuela ; that is to say, 
of the three depurtmeiils of .Matu- 
I'in, Orinoco, and Venezuela, and 
conferring upon Paez all the autho, 
nty which he himself exercised 
there, with responsibilit) lo himself 
alone ; and with unlimited coptrol,* 
iirulcr him, of all the military torces 
of these departments. .\t the same, 
time he issued a proclamation, da- 
ted July dth, uddres.stnl to the Ve- 
nezuelans, and referring them to 
the grand convention, which was 
to asscinblo for the rcilress of their 
grievances. “ 1 proini.su yon,*’ ho 
said, that as hooii as the grand 
convdhtion shall be assembled, (ind 
exerts its beneficial power over- 


•IJis future career imisi he govern- 
cd h\ events heumd his control : 
and if his inclination .should }*romp» 
him to piiisuc n dilVerent course 
from that here announced, lie can 
never be wanting in pretexts tor 
changing hi.s resuiniion. 

And as it happened, proceeding.'! 
had ere this taken place al IJogola. 
which considerably ullecti'd the 
relation, in which Bolivar .stood, 
in respect ofthe ('olombian nation. 
Wc alhulo l(y the^Imngs of the con- 
gross, which, not haying artiemblcd 
at the regular perioil in January, 
was called together in May, for 
various urgmil motives, among 
which, file agitations of the rcpiih- 
1A% the violence of parties, the ge. 
ncral distrust ayd alarm, the couiitor 
revolution, in Peru, jftul the <lepIo- 
' table stale of the tinaiiccs, ibnned 
the most prominent ones. The 
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vit'e piTsidcnt's niosaagn gave a 
succinct view of the actual condi- 
tion of I ho rc|mhlic, referring con- 
gress to the ikicuineiits to be laid 
before them for a more full know- 
ledge of alVairs, and coiieludcMl 
M'ith romiiiilitig iheiii that the ho- 
noiiraiu! hajipiiiess tlie {leoplo 
they re|ires'eiite<l, and tlie fate of 
their comni/)n connirx, dependtul 
upon tlieir re.solulio’N. which would 
be the life or the destruction of (Co- 
lombia. Asfor hiniHelf. the tirst ma- 
gistrate of tin; republic, in the ac- 
tual administration of the govern- 
ment, a veteran soldier of libcrtv, 
and a faithful subject of the laws, 
be never bad been, nor was ho 
then, prepared to exchange lie' 
glory of his country, and its laws, 
for degradation andaiiurcliv. 

, Among llin earliest objects de- 
mantling ihf; rare of congress, af- 
ter it bud asseiriided, w as the quali- 
fication of the vice president, wlio, 
for the reasons mentioned at tlie 
begipning of the chapter, had, ever 
since the second of .laiiuary, con- 
tinued in authority, contrary to the 
existing laws. '(.(enerii*i SantandfT 
fully exidained the circumstances 
attending this ; and afterw ards If n- 
dered to congress his resii.mation of 
the office of vice jiresjflent, to 
which he had heen^cofistitutionally 
elected. I'lie sfudiirients he cx- 
p»*^sscd on this occasion arc wor- • 
thy ofrecord, hecause the (uditic*.il 
agitators of the day, rnadf: the vice 
president the mark, at which their 


most envenomed sliafis were anu- 
cd. . Towards the close of hia re- 
marks, he said: — “On me have 
been lavished all sorts of iinputa- 
lioiis. ^ I am accused of being the 
author of the niisforl lines of the 
roiintry, of being a rival and enemy 
of the Lihoratcir; through my means 
the Bolivian consiitiition has failed 
of success; tliioiigii my means the 
confederation fjf (.\)lombia, Peru 
ami 13 oli\ia has been frustrated; 
through my means the nation hrs 
been roblu.d «d' the delights of the 
dictatorship ; through rny nieatis 
the pcopbs suffer contributions, the 
army has been corrupted, the rove- 
nuc has been destroyeil, parties 
havf^ I een excited, and wu have 
Inren placf fl in the road to ruin. 
Admit my resignation, ami these 
evils w^ill he siii;ceeiled by innume- 
ruble blessings.” Rut confident in 
the rectitmlo and tried ability of 
Santander, ronfidfMit also in his 
uiisiiaken atlaehmfiit to the consti- 
tution ami republican inslilulioiis of 
his cfMiiiiry, congrc'ss constantly 
and steuflily refused to acecqil his 
resignuiioti, and be aceordingls 
•acqiiiesccfl in their reiteralei! vote, 
and took the oaths of otfice. 

^lut rmifli less promptitude was 
evinced by the legislative body, in 
refusing if» aerepi Itolivar's renfin- 
riation of lln‘ [>residf:ncy. 'Phe 
subject was fli.seiissid with great 
animation; and although, on the 
on« hand, the friends of Rolivar 
'made the most irigonious apologies 
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Kir liie otiiiiisivc ucls^of which he 
had hecM guilty, and indulged in a 
style oflorty panegyric on his cha- 
Factor and life ; yet, on the olhor. 
inemberH were not. wanting, who 
boldly and indopiMidontly urgeil 
'congress t6 tidio him at his word, 
and accept tho renunciation. The 
spocchoiT of tlio senators (umiez, 
Soto, and Lribe, on the ]atte*r side 
of tlko question, arc nionuments of 
their dignity of sentiment, firm- 
jAOss, and devoted uiUiehmcnt to 
the free institutions of the country, 
and valuahlo illustrations of the 
spirit of the times; and they have 
been widely circulated in .South 
. America, by means of the news- 
papers ofColombia, Buenos Ayres, 
and ("hili. 

'riic senator Fninciseo Soto began 
bvsaying, that lie had not tlTi? slight- 
1‘st personal ffudinir of aiiN kiml to. 
wards Bolivar, excojit (hat of high 
admiration for the heroic qualities 
of his character, 'riiev hud never 
-associated hut on fiiendly terms ; 
and the opinion he Inuf formed on 
the question was wholly unlwassed; 
and ho came to the diseu-sion of it 
with the calmness and impartiality, 
which its imporlanee deniamled. 
Political writershnd maintaiiietf.and 
he agreed in the position, that some 
tmlividuul was always created by 
the shock of revolutions, whose 
character, stumped itself iipoji 
events, and gave expression to the 
new institutions, that were ulvmt tb 
Reformed. In lNir». Bolivar had 


been raised to the rank of supreme 
chief; and in 1819 and 1821, to 
that of Liberator, or Founder of 
Colonihia. 'Fhe nation was then 
in its infancy, and required the ser- 
vices of that very iudi\idual to im- 
part an im|)ulse to its newborn con- 
stitution. But, he said, the lime was 
p 5 i>se<l, when the nation could not 
subsist without the directing hand of 
Bolivar. It was an insult, and a dis- 
grace to the w^iole country, to af- 
firm, that it contained no other 
man capable of administering the 
government# *• I deny,” said he, 
“ that any single individual is ne- 
cessary to the existence of this re- 
' public : ami if llierr be that indivi- 
dual, it is high time that we should 
quit thisa<''i‘mhly ; heeaiise. in that 
case, w e have a sovereiiin, who is 
every thing, and tlie nation is be- 
come notiling. I, at least, sllall 
foci inliniiely cluiirineil at the idea 

of belonging to a ctiimtrv, in which 
one man is all in alt, and tlic rest 
are his lucri’ agmils ; because, from 
a comliliou so calamitous to^iic of 
gniuiiie slavery, there is hut a sin- 
gle si(*p-, and ^1, was not horn, 1 
speak in the fulness of>«y soul, 1 
was not horn to bo a slave.’* 

lie urged upon the friends ol 
Bolivar, that his glory, and the 
happiift'ss of (’olomhin, eqiiallv rc- 
•qiiired his retirement. Me had 
reached the junnacle of his glory; 
,ofa glory, which \fas’ not his pro- 
perly alone, hut that of t’oloinbiu. 
of America, of the universe. His 
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position was the most urduous in 
which man could be placed ; for he 
could gain nothing further, and he 
had all to lose. Lifted up to avast 
eminence, he might easily stumble, 
and his fall would be an iniiiicnsc 
loss to himself, and to Colombia, 
who would be thus deprived of the 
august monument of his fame. If 
the immortal Washington had not 
nobly deposited his command at 
the foot of his country, when her 
independence was achieved, all 
America would not now unite in 
pronouncing the panegyric of that 
extraordinary man. And if Cesar 
had not continued at the head of 
the army, and obtained consulates 
and dictatorships, contrary to the 
laws of the republic, he would 
never have become the oppressor 
of his country, nor overturned the 
liberties of Rome. Bolivar himself 
had well observt/l, that zealous re- 
publicans could no longer consider 
him without secret dread, bcfuuise 
history told them, that all men, in 
his sitbation, had proved ambitious. 
Yes, said ho, zealous repuhiieuns 
do regard him wijth just ^pprehen- 
sion. **^,ot only the friends of li- 
berty in Colombia, but all .South 
America, all who study his career, 
do fear, lest the glory of Hull, 
var should swallow up the rights of 
his country ; knowing how dilTicuItt 
it is to set limits to power, when 
favoured by'ftirtunc, hy prrjitige,^ 
and by gratitude. Wc fear, be. 
cause, although Bolivar is a hero. 


yet heroes arc not the less men , 
and men have passions; and suc^ 
ccssful ambition in ail ages never 
haj wanted its culogizcrs. Wc 
(ear, i for one do, because 1 should 
loathe my country without liberty, 
uinl liberty without the jcpublic.” 

He apprehended, lest Bolivar, 
cuiilinuing in the government of 
Colombia, would draw upon her 
the emniiy of the rest of America ; 
because, whether there was just 
cause t()r it, or not, the fact wav. 
notorious, that he was an object of 
the strongest jealousy in Peru, 
Chile, and Buenos Ayres. But he 
cared less, he said, for what other 
nations Ihoiiglit, and niort' for llio 
liberties of his country. Bolivar 
had proclaitncd to the world, that 
the Jlolivian code contained In'; 
professii^n of f>oliticul faith ; ami 
yet every j’L'uture was irrcconcila-. 
hly hostile to the constitution of 
Coloml>ia, and to the whole spirit 
of her institutions. He had, hy his 
letters, urged (hat code upon the. 
Colombian people. He coinriiis. 
sioned^his creature, Leoeadia (in/.. 
man, to corrupt the commanding 
onicers in the di'piirtments ofCiiiu. 
yatpiil, A.suay, and Lcpiadtir, and 
forct them, and the inunici[)ulitics 
of the ))rincip!il (owns, to declan; 
him dictat«>r of Colombia. 'Pho 
ominous Lira of Caracoas, tin; in. 
famou.s detractor of all (he friends 
of liberty, continued to advocate 
tiie project of inciting all the Arne- 
Ticaii states into one, with Boliva; 
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ai. their head as president for life, 
«nd without any resjionsibility for 
his conduct. Nay, his partisans 
incautiously disclosed tiie fact, that 
the rejrinicnts of the auxiliary Co,, 
lombian flrniy in Peru, hutl been 

• wrought upon, to take an oath of 
obedience, not to the guvcrnnicnt, 
but to ait individual ineinher of it ; 
not to tlie constitution, hut to the 
person of the Liberator. All these 
were damning facts, which not on- 

remained unretuted^ hut unde, 
nied. And if such was the politi. 
cal creed of Holivar, and such his 
designs and etforts, was he tit for 
I lie presidency of Ooloiiihia ! 

Allcr pursuing the irtiin of ic.ii* 
zoning, which we have hrictly 
sketched, he concluded : 

“ if I am mistaken, i feel at least 
the trumpiillity inspired hv»a con- 
■'jTtcncc not agitated by had pas. 
sioiis, but only by a puro love for 
iny country ; a conscience which 
has withstood the continual solici- 
tSioiis employed tor the purpose 
of compelling me to yield to the in- 
fliHMice of power and of fear,; foi« 
( feel no cmharrassinent in saying 
/ it, because it is the solemn truth., 
' Day and night, and even in the 
’ - hfMirs devoted to repose, I hjivc 

* been assailed with iiitreatics not 
to.vote for accejuing the rciuincia- 
lion, 1 have been assured, by per- 
sons entitled to credit, of threats 
being made,* that any inendier td* 
congifjss who votes Vor acceptjng 
d, shall lose his head, i have not 


heeded these instigations, and I 
Mespisc such apprehension, because 
I a'm sure that cruelty is not in the 
character of a hero. And if the 
disgrace of rny country be so coin- 
complete, that the frank mani. 
festatiun of an opinion in fa- 
vour of its rights is to be rccora- 
pensed by the death of a senator, 
sooner would 1 calmly yield up iny 
life, than assent to measures which 
may conduce t(^ the annihilation of 
the republic, the establishment of 
a ppj>etiial, hereditary, or unlimit- 
0(1 power, agd the ruin of liberty ; 
since I should care little for life, 
when my country was doomed to 
•shivery.’ 

'riie senator Miguel Tribe, spoke 
with C(pml plainness, carefully 
protesting that he also entertained 
no personal rescntinent against 
Bolhar.whoin he scarcely knewty 
sight, and that hoiiiad never re- 
ceived, nor ever expected, any fa- 
vours from the existing govern- 
inent. He dwelt most upon the mea- 
sures adopted, and the views ex- 
pressed, by Bolivar, since his re- 
turn from, , He alluded, 
among many nthcr^ thij^gi^ to tlie 
credentials given to Lcocadio Guz- 
man, which liad been publicly 
handed about in Bogota ; to the 
celebrated letter addressed to Dr. 
Uristohal Mendoza ; and to the 
intrigues of Giizinan, who, acting 
by virtue .of his confmission, had 
* openly and notoriou.^ly been the 
■prime mover and agent in all the 
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imconstftutional acts of the south, 
cm departments. “ And tills same 
Guzman/* said he, still waves 
the flaming torch of discord. He 
incessantly vomits forth, like some 
fury, sarcasms and invectives of 
every description. Ho discredits 
the government, he discredits the 
congress, iie discredits our institii. 
tions, he discredits those depart- 
ments whic^i have remained faith- 
ful to their oaths atid tlicir princi- 
ples, and under the wise adniinis 
(ration of the actual vice president 
have enjoyed in allj their fulne^w 
the precious and inestiinublc bless- 
ings of peace and liberty. The 
Lira and the Reconciliador o^* 
Caraccas are monuments of disor- 
der and of anarchy, of hatred and 
had passions; and yet tlieso are 
published under the auspices of Ro- 
l^ar.” But wc f»ass over other 
parts of the sjieech, to arrive at 
the following remarkable passage 
of it. 

now proceed to establish an 
hypbtheticjil dilemma, which will 
comprise the substance and cs- 
sence of my ojimions pn tiiis sub- 
ject. vVjther the renunciation of 
the president is in good faitli, or it 
is not. In the first case I suy : It 
is conceived in terms so resolved, 
so decided, so irrcvocahh*, that 
congress has no alternative hut 
to accept it, hocause if we refuse, 
wc subject c^jrselves to.sc^rri, ajid 
to injurious repulse, 'riic adnii.s.« 
of if is besides conformable to 


the eternal principles of justice'; it 
is equitable,^ it, is humane. If re. 
pose be the natural recompense of 
aU the services and fatigues of a 
public benefactor, why drive gene, 
ral Bdiivar to the ignoixiny of de- 
sertion, wiiicii he dreads so strong-* 
ly / Why deprive him of the free- 
dom and the tram^uil pleasures of 
his fraternal hearth, which he so 
ardently longs for? And why, in 
fine, refuse to let him escape from 
those furies of ambition, from 
whicii ho docs nut think hitnscTT 
wholly free ? But if, on the con- 
trary, he is not sincere in liis re- 
mmcialion, then, availing iiiYsclf 
of the very language which he, 
uses, 1 say, that congress ought to 
accept it, once, and a thousand,, 
and a million times over. For 
how can congress, the deposi- 
tary of the. people’s conlidertoc. 
and the preserver and natural safe- 
guard of the institutions of Colom- 
bia, leave the fate of the nation, 
its liberties, and its securities,'!!! 
tiie hands of a man, who, in tlic 
, latter supposition, will have viola- 
ted ihe most solemn oaths ! Of a 
man, whose language will be for 
that cause in contradiction witii 
his own works, and who having 
spoken to the people of liberty and 
impre.scriptibh! rights, while he 
stood in need of the people, and of 
Ihoir Hacrific(?s, afterwards . pre- 
senlcil them with a code of slavery 
and ignominy ! What ! Cs iht*. 

. liberty ofibo nation worth so lilt!*' ' 
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Is 11 uot liiu iniii. oi iininun.su uiid 
•■pU!! su,(jrili(!c.s. anil .■•iiull if \viji»}i 
loss wifli oijiigross tlniii iiioro 
soiiai oonsidoraiionH ? Or is it, 
that tliis poKson is worth a iiuiidroii 
tiiuos in<^e tliiiti flic ropiihlio, as 
^ ^'oiiin tnen havo had tiio aiidarity 
and insoloiK'o'lo assert, in flu* very 
bosiiin oj’ roijj.'Tcss / 1 iniroat tho 
attoiition or^iMitlonioii to this ^u>int. 

' You stylo yoursolvos laslu rs (»ftiii^ 
country, and under this glorious 
i‘-^)ithot, you pretend to jilacc your- 
“dves on a level with itie innnortal 
soiialo ol’ Komr. Well then, 
lathers of your rounirv, ileptfsiio- 
lies ol'tlie pnhiie |i(ta'er and ewnlt- 
donee, will you (;on>inn the liher. 
•lies and see.unlies of llie people to 
the mo-t perilous lot ! ll(‘speeta- 
hle tnenihirrs of eoiii^ri’ss, wiio arii 
lor the pernianoiiey of I’oiuinand in 
.^^Utioral Bolivar, heoaiise you think 
fiini a tlionsand limes inoie dani;c- 
vous as simple cili/jui, than as pro- 
sident, will yon jmsh yuur eonli- 
•ik^nce to the do;rreo of hlindnoss' 
?ro who, as mere ^rmior.il in the 
army, wonhl he t'ne sanetnary and 
asyhim where every malctmteiit 
would take reluni:; he wlm, in 
this case, woidd tear asunder th*; 
veil of modesty, and ijive himself 
up to a iVenzy of ambition, is he 
upright, is he fit to govern the des. 
tinies of a free people, which de- 
sires the preservation of its code 
and its riglus ? Look at this, con * 
sidcj^ it well, fathenj of your conn, 
try. for mytielf, rieithor a-; 


riOU 

senator, nor in ipjahry of citi/cn, 
/loreven as a mere individual of the 
huviaii fuiiiily,can 1 consent to the 
coiitmuaiice of the supreme autho- 
rity in general Bolivar. Not as 
senator, because i have solemnly 
sw'orn to maintain the institutions 
of Colombia, wliich he has invaded; 
nor as citi/en, because I appre- 
ciate in the higln‘st degree my civil 
pri\ih-ges; nor as a synplo indivi- 
dual of the liiii^iin family, her.ause 
1 cannot willingly deicend to the 
level of a bca.-t of burden. And 
IhiA, sir, is liie lot which inf'illibly 
woulil helaW me, If unfortunately 
tin* Bolivian cod.' should come to 
In O'.Jal/lisht'd in Colombia. The 
Bolivian constitnlion i esteem one 
of the greatest out r.’itros ever por- 
petraii'd n|>oM sound sense, in this 
aiii' of ilhiniiiicition and frei'dom ; 

for it is the comhinaiiun of all the 

• 

forms of tyramiv ; it Is a scheme of 
legalized despot isi A, to the oppro- 
hrinm and degradation of the peo- 
j)le. No, no ; federation before 
slavery, exile rather than vassal- 
lage to any man. I conclude by- 
say ing, and ^>uch is my vote, that 
we shoiihl* admi*. t*lie renunciation 
of j>rc?»idenl Bolivau ’^M 

Bill other considerations prevail- 
ed with the members of congros?. 
No doubt the timidity of some had 
been alarmei,! by the menaces 
Which the senator Soto alluded to ; 
and others vvivre actuated by appre- 
bcusiuns’ that Bolivar would prove 
more dangemiif! as a i>ri' ate. cib 
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zen, lliaii ns constitutional presi- 
dent ; and therefore, although sus- 
picious of his designs, voted for him, 
the least perilous of the two alterna- 
tives. His rcnunciafion, therefore, 
was not accepted : hut twenty-four 
members of congress, six senators, 
and eighteen representatives, man- 
fully testified their devotion to the 
republican cause, by recording 
their votes against the all-powerful 
mail, whose fume ‘■overshadowed 
his country, and tlireatencd to 
blight her free institutions. If Tlo- 
livar should ever attayi unlimited 
pow'cr, he w ill probably feel towards 
this independent minority, as Bona- 
parte did towards Carnot, respect- 
ing the manliness of character 
which dictated a fruitless opposi- 
lion to his \iews. They vvc‘ro 
praised in the circles of Bogota, 
and in tlie newsjuipers vvhicli sus- 
tainf;d the coustjtutional cause, as 
the immortal tw km v-f u ii, who 
had evinced fi moral fortitude, more 
rare, and therefore more merito. 
rious,«tllati the cIuniji and every 
day courage, which disjiiavs itself 
amid the stimulating scenes of the 
fiedd ofjj^ttlc. The vote of eon- 
gress was imrnl'diately communi- 
cated to Bolivar hy the vice presi- 
dent, in a letter wiitten with tite 
aim; iicity and happiness of expres- 
sion, which distinguishes liis stato^ 
papers among those of tlie Spanish 
American statt^smen : 

“ Your resignation of the presi- 
dcncy of the republic of Colombia, 


he said, has not been accepted I)> 
the congress'; you arc therefore 
obliged to submit to the will of the 
nation, w hich requires you to take 
possession of the presidency of the 
state, ahd to giiveru it aci^irding to 
the laws which the sovereign peo- 
ple have dictated, and shall dictate 
in future, through the iiMMliuiri of 
their 'representatives. The vice 
president of Colombia, intrusted 
with the govornnient. confidently 
hopes that you will not disappoiiTi 
the wishes of your country, and 
that it will come out, under your 
authority, triumphant and glorious 
fnmi the agitations which surroimd 
it. 1 exjiress, hy anticipation, my 
congraliilalioiis to Colomhia for so 
happy an event.’’ 

liesuhjoined information of tiu; 
iact, that neither had his own resig. 
nation of the .vice presidein’V hecti 
accepted, and that he .should conti- 
nue to co-operate with Bolivar in 
the puhlic service, vvilh a heart de- 
void »;f resenlment, and a .‘aiul vies- 
tirelv (hivuM-d to Colomhia. 

,Tiiis comiiiuuiralinii was dated 
.lone /'ill ; and Ihdivar having, it 
will he reeidlected, determined, on 
orheforetlie llhh of. lone, to mairh 
to lb.e soiithcTM deparliiienis, had , 
of course, anticipated the vote of 
rongresH, and virtually r4>ealled his 
resigriatimi. lie was at ('artha- 
g«*na the l*Jfh of July, wlmn here. 
e<Mved the vice presi^h'nl’s letter, 
Vnd immediately rc'plied, that, ohe- 
.dieiil'lo the will of the peojde. In' 
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iuul sul oul oil iiiH iimrcii tor tiib 
on|)itiil, u'iiirh iiu ^vifuld liustrii lu 
roach as sdou as pussihlc. Hut, 
for alight tiiat was known at lin^pta 
in tlic mdoni of June, liolivar siill 
i:onlinu(s 4 in the i“Vi‘ivisi: ol*liis (•>:- 
• traoi'iliii.ir;; [mwors, altlnai^h c\«;r\ 
(hiiiir was traM(|iiil in Vcne/ncla, 
ifwc c»*c|u the com|»lainls occa- 
ooned hy llovcn;fa\s tinuncuil re. 
i*iilali'ms. Add lo this, congress 
had. on the fnh ol’ .lime, |»a>scd n 
'.hjcn c Tor a 'renoral anmestv ami 
obliMon of all acts dune .since the 


'Ml 

i 7 lli of .\piil, lh:;i 6 , when the 
•inoverncnt in Valencia was cotn- 
iiiencml. And congress, therefore, 
deeining it time to complete the 
work of po lice, proceeded to dis- 
cuss I ho project of a law for the 
rc-estahlislimenl of political order, 
which pa‘i«od through its last stages 
the lOih of June, the very day on 
which Bolivar jiuhlished his inten- 
tion of marching totlic south ; and 
on the ; 20 th was approved hy the 
evecutive. It is in tlio.se words : 


j)ia ((i;i:.— I’uK 1 111: llr.nMAm.HiniK.vr oo PoMfio.vL Orokii; TheSe. 
N’vn: AMI tioisi: oj- I{!;i'kksim aiin ks of rni: Un't'BHc of Co* 

LoMI'.IA l.N (’onOKFSS ,\.«St:MliLl:i) — Co.NMDEUINO, 


1 . Tli.ir siiif’r the : 27 ih Apiil, 

l:i^^ n.itc oi'ciMicd III v.oioii'^ 

pail-) ot ill)' ii'|.>ii'ili(\ to iau'rrupt the 
i(‘. 4 .d .I'dI CO i<itiiii'it)ii il odIi'i, which, 
fo ihc II iii(|(iillily anil ii;t]>^iiiir<i« of 
tl"‘ 1 'nluinhi in pi'i)j)lc, li id lii ii.'lnluii* 
fi'i-incd. 

'rii.it, ro.ildi nr.dilv to the con* 
'tilnlion .iimI llic l.iw^, the i‘\i'Ctiiivi.' 
iniliorii; ol' tli»‘ ir|iiil)lit' rrsules v\- 
lii'ividy III the picnilfiH llicioif; and 
ill i;iM’ ol' his )|)'itli, ii'iiiiu. i.iliitn. 
ili'sriiiilioii, ihscni'c, jji his not j O' 
tciiii t iijioii till' ihii.li.ncc of hi-i du- 
ties. M'siih’s ill the viei* piesiih'in 
the i e|Mili|ii- ; Ol III def.iiill of hull, in 
the |)i)'snl"iil or \iec |M» sii!i.iit of ih'* 

.seij.itr. ^ 

.}. riiat .iinid ilie ilisotili’is hcl'orc 
^idi ateil it is noptissihli' to .isi-tn.iiii 
tile line <)|iiiiinii ol ilic n.iiitui. si/ihit 
i))n‘^ie,s or, IV. in I'niisenoener, dic- 
1*110 suit.ihle nie.isures to h.* .olopl- 
e.l; 

4 . Fiii.dlv, ih.il. lAi’ii siippnsiii'.; 
tlic eoiistilotion and ih*’ laws iiiailc- 
quatc to si'r.iirr to the Colombian 
people tile :i(lviol.iy.es wliieh it is 
justly Mititled to, \cl, while tlu:v eoii^ 
’iii'ie in I'ofi )*, .ird jen yet revoke! jri* 


a fu.uinf r lawful and proper to civi- 
li/.eil stu idles, they oiiiiht lo he ex- 
ai tlv ohf wd and prosci ved, inasnuich 
as their ohsei'vaiiee and lulfdnienf 
:ii«' the Mile bond of union among 
Coloinhi;in5 : Ito dkciike : 

AKTICLKl. • 

So M»oii US congress assembles, the 
e\eeiiti\e c.muot dictate any exlraor- 
diiriiy imvtsures, without thepievious 
nreoid and consent of saul eongress, 
euiifonnahly to the eonsiilution. 

\KTICLi: i. • 

'riie political older of the republic, 
as It existed lieforo the ‘.ITlh of .April, 
U’.ji’., is i.'-e.*tal'li*lu'd in all its vi- 
gour. • ‘ • 

ARTICLEtJ. . • 

.*\lthou':li eoiiiiress oTight to take 
into ci.M-.idei.mon the rrform which, 
in th- i \en ise of exnaordinary pow- 
ers h.is heen inirodiiced into some 
|:iws, : 4 id !•> ihert’e in conseijuencc 
what tliev may ileem til ; neu-rtlic- 
*lrss, thecxeenii\e aiilliority shall con- 
tinue lo re-eslahlisli. piouiessively. th® 
ohservanee of *tliose luinmg them, the 
Yulfilnienr of which will, in hi» ®pi- 
jiitin. best conduce to tlie re-esiabli^h* 
mciu of political oid»*r. 
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AUTICI-K 1. 

No Coloinhiaii is IjinnuJ fo oboy 
;iiiv .inllioiilics, i xcopi iho.-f ^^tal)ll^h 
e»l bv ilip nuMiis, :mw 1 io ihr Ibnii, 
px'snihtii bv tho conslitutiun ami 
laws. 

AKTICl.K .S. 

WliPii llip liiip si iiliiniMit ol llu‘ na- 
tion siiall Ik* iiM-rri. lint'll, b» tin* 
means whitli t‘oii;;iO‘‘S lonNiiltas jnst 
anil Ic^al, in irlaiion to tin* poliiK-al 
I'eloiins wliiili oi loij-tua- 

(ioiis have |iriiii(iiiril hir, nnii'.ii'».s 
will adopt !-nu!i le: nl.iiicns •.i'> it th.ill 
esteem lit. 

ARTn i.l! tJ. 

"When the eMTtilhe anthoiilv j in- 

ll:e ilei iM', .oil! ii... 

rxeetifion iIjitmiI'. Ik- will .mm n {..ny 
the same v. itii sm h paitji hhn m - i-la- 
tioiis, or insliu. lions ae.d j.Mi. is.''!!’*, 
us he shall ileeju rniiM Min.i im * \i*. 
culing it IJuted at Jb".:ol.i. the I'.ilhol' 
June, 111 27. 

The enueimoiil of iinporiaul 
law loft Bolivar in (In* simph' <•;». 
paoity of gonorai in fh*- armii s of 
rolomhiii. It acctinlitiMly In raini; 
ihc fir-st duty of the \iet,* prfsitlont 
to notify him of' tii'* tin t ; ainl, in 
Joins; it, iremTal .'santamler ediii- 
iniinieiitoJ to ttie laherat'ir, »hri»n”li 
lliC onliiiarv iiieJinrn of tin* fh-paii. 
I'.mnt of the inteimr, ih.tt, hy \ji ;ni; 
of the fjih ai’tieh* of the Jdr-fm:, he 
had provided, tl,'y^ 'the perniaiiftjt 
lailitary^ioneds e.stfihli'ln'il in Ve- 
nczuela, Orinoro, Malinin, ami I.n- 
Ida, should forthwith he aholislied ; 
that al! i'r:';triiint.s upon the freedom 
of the pre.'.s .'slionhl he n^noi ed ; 
and that the funds appropriated in 
May, 182 f», for paying the. infereM 
of the foreign fleht, slifiiilj Imjgi 
er he divertetl from tiiat ohjeet. 
J!\ virtue of the sani'* deeree.ron- 


stihitinnal order was wholly veslo- 
ivd in the departments of the sontK; 
ilu* aiilhorilv of general Berez ns 
stif reine eliiel, hating given place 
to the rei'iiiar n pariim'ntal iiiteii- 
dam ;es. Ail this i eiiig done, it re- 
inaiiied to see, what eiie<'t the act 
of imh nintly and ohiivion, there, 
liisal to areepi Bolivar’s remmeia- 
‘nni iff (he presidency, and llte de- 
I ree lor re-estahli.-liiiii: const if n- 
tMieal order, woiiUI have upon the 
proeeedmgs of the Lihcralor hiijj^. 

self, atid upon the "oncral coiiili - 
lion of the repnhiie. 

But eoiitM'ess were not coiiicni 
with going only thus far. 'I’liey 
!iad ?ignilieil, with suflicient clear- 
lic'-.s, their iittaeliment to the con 
siitMtion, in re-eslahli'-liing the 
aiM'ient otili. r of tlotigs, and in ri'- 
sionng'.o the eon'-iitntion its aeeii.-. 
»oni.' (1 amliopiiy in every eorner'ol 
the M'l nhlie, V,, t'.ir as they po'-scss- 
I <1 till' power. \iid, having fliW'- 
lahiti llieir 'land neon liie consli. 
m-ioii, ihi'v h It hill. ml, in jii.-lie'cTo 
tiio-e ilepjiTiim III." w liieli iiad soiigln 
reform it.io ii;i|nir<* w liether this 
eonhl h<’ dene enii 'hJentlv with 
ijn ir lidi'ii'y to its ‘«ani'lioiis. M’ifli 
tins ohjeet in view, they iVatned a 
hilWorealinig a nalioiialconvi.'iitioUf 
and voted to snhmit the hili to (he 
vieepre'ident,rei|iiinng his opinion. 
a.s vvo*ll upon the general (jiiestion. 
IIS upon the particular provisions of 
the decree. 'I'liis I'oiirse, consider- 
»irig flic relative po.sifiori of (li(^*vic<- 
• president and of Bolivar, was ho- 







uouralilo lo llio jiatnoysni or^^aMj- 
ral Sanliiiiilrr, aiid ^xpn.'ssrrl iiitlin 
hfrruiir<*sf Miaiiiirr, llic implicit nm- 
iidciicc nfilu* h'lfislaturc in lii"’ po- 
lilical in r^niv aji«l im* Him iicc. 
Ill* rolmncfl ilic prujm i, afcumpa- 
•nicil willi a nn^ssain', cniitainini: liis 
\ i<‘.\vs oTiIk; s»il»i»'rt, aiul appi'nvm^' 
1)1' ih(‘ pi<)\ ni«-<l ihfv 1«‘lt 
,-:ilisfio'l «il’ tin ir riL»lit 1*i 


the 191st article in the constitution, 

• 

in tiie niamiur expressed in their 
prr aiiihie. Ilesumresfed some al- 
terations, whieh a(lr)|)te(l, for 

tlie purpose or‘lia\inf» it c learlv ap- 
pear, that eoiijiress intende^l to act 
tally a^reeahlv to, and by virtue of, 
tlie pi’oMi-ions of tlie ctuislituiiori. 
'I'he result was. lint followina de- 

ert:t' : 


i*Vn^e/ — I'hr art! of llf'jir(9!(ntatlvf s of ihc Rt ■ 

•jtrblfi' <>l ( 'iifiaiiliia. m ttsst.mbit d . — Vo/isitln'ltin . 


t. '^rbit tin- <■ I'l'titi'riif 

■jess proMili fi !iv {!!.• I'.il'it aifit'lc ot‘ 
tin: ron'tliliuinti, tli.il nttoi ;t tii.il ot 

t> II HI iiioi)' MMi-, t'oii'.;tf'»s s!n)iibt 
riiiuokf a *:^i.i:iil ((tin iiiii,ii ot‘ t o- 
i>iiMbi;i, .uiliioi i/('<l to l•\;llll|||e or it‘- 
‘Jbuit II III ll'* tot. lilts, llli'v (il.l liolliiu;; 
oio!i- ill. 10 imlii' lit' fill' pi s\|iii li, 

III ill! II' ('piiiioii, w ;is iti't t'"'. IIS to liis- 
(osur Its iin;ouvi'Mi(M< < •., or iuls.io- 

1. 'I'll. It by till' .ii-.t loniil itioii. and 
r« pill oci. Ill n iii'c ot poliiii'.il rvi'iits, 
ssiiicli Ikivc t.ilico |)|,i( i> 01 the ii pidi 
hi', ssc 111,1V idle. Ills li.ivi- oljt;siiii-(l till' 
lessons of lint I'cpi'i ieoci', ssimlillir 
ronsiiuii'iit foii :ii".'» .iiiln ipaird tioni 
till' liip-r ot' ti'ii sens; soire opiirion" 
air diviili.d roiin i mii,: tlir (iinr>s n|' 
till’ I’si-iiii^ iiiNtiii?:ioi!'-, LUMt 
liuiis li.isr hn o III liilli"*U'il.^ s- lt'» 
.■yiiipioiO'. ot' (hsi'oiil, ami (['ivinili.ou r 
ot'ilir piililir oiiifr; ill!' rinpiii- ot ilu 
i.'isss. ,iml till' .ii-lioii of llir -n'li in* 
IIM'Ilt, h.isr r\|||lill( d .1 isanl ot' liii- 
iirri.'.ssai V s mom. to ii-r-t.ililish .onl 
roiisiiliit.ili- I 111 ' "ystiiii; ar.d iuiomm'- 
i|lli lirr of all (Ills lln- IlMi'i'h ot' till' 

I yiistitiitioii, and nt (hr |)ntili'' .ulnii' 
iiisri itinn, siillris ilrl.is, .uni :ii |uil 
liili iiiipiion ; iiii.'i iitly railing, toi ih'* 
'•itlifiitinn of ron*j;irNS : 

th 'I’h.if, ih llii’sr riri'Uiiistanct’s. it 
i-i no^to hr pirsnim d, th it the drsi^ii 
o| ihr ronstiiiii iit ronyirss «.is, h't^ 
ryils ariaiiiiiii.ur ni'oii evils, .mrl iheti 


tn !« I'oliir au;:iav'.iti'i.l to hin li a iji • 
'A*'*’, to ei'^i-.umrr (he piihlir order, 
the hl.iiiv, the Ir.iiujuillity. union, 
ami iiiieuiits ol'lhr n piil.ru', soh/Jv hi 
oi'h'i to r.implrtr ilir ih i inial peiimJ: 

•I sim: ihr fo ully "hu h the lo'.Mh ar- 
lirle ot' thr lonMitiition ;j,i'.iiils. havi 
in liirr.j to ilri l or ami ilrrif .as lhr_s 
do lire! or, am! do dri'u e : 

.Alt, I Mihoimh ill the ordinary 
and r, ■.:id.)i eoniM ot event.-, a dial 
ot (hr eoii-titinion tin irn ur ni^i*. 
sr.ii- ssoiild hr lure— arv, iici'ordinu 
to the piosisioiis of jts ll'lst anicle, 
hrfoit; eouiiiess eonld eonsok(^ the 
ui mil ronsention of I’oloinhia. m ver- 
lh< Ir— . in till' pre-eiii niiir al i.iieuni- 
siaiit’i s of (he Uepiihlie, the rxpe- 
I'lrm r .drrail; ai'nmied niei t'^.m^l till ■ 
fd> 5111 ' i-piii'. of the aviielc .il'uve iik'ji- 
tioned. 

Alt. C In Vdusiijutnee, essnin's? 
eaii i-msokV. .imt.^lbih now vnnsokc, 
the ji'iml eonsi ni^ioiijjj^f.'' .ihinbia. tr 
assenihle in the eity of < tea a thr 
sId div of Mill’ll, tUJu: said eonseii- 
tion, ifii -h ill he of opinion th.il u; - 
emt nreessiiy i'\i-i> ti»r evainiiiin. 
the eomMitntion oi retiuiniim it. nfti r 
deeidin:; this f?ielnnmaiy iiiie-lii)!]. 
fill’ll lo pi’oeeiil .ind aceoni[)!ish ih' 
.same. 

Art. r». 'rii* eonsytiilioii of the 
, flepuhtie ’sliall l ontiinie t" he fully 
ami piinetnally olisenr.l, -o Ion;; as 
' the Claud ronvr.jt ion -hall not have 
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alUred nor rclbrnicd r!ie siiim'. Ami 
the liws shall ftnitimu* in likr olisi*r 
vaiice iiniil they shall In’ laulMlIy i'> 
jjealed bv the (•(uiipriPiit anfhorily 

Art. 4. Hv sepal ;iti‘ decree, eon- 
gioss nil] di'tt iinine liie uiiiidH i of 
deputies which each proiince sh:i|| 
nominate, and al*>o the mnde and Ibrin 
of the clecthnis. 

Dated i’l Ihv’ot.i, tii'- Sd of August, 
1827. 

'riie cnaetmenf of this law n'.iirht 
he dceniod >inni('irnt. to put at re.-t 
every wliispr-r «il' complaint. A 
eonvi’ntion wa*! now he a'J'iiMn. 
bled iimnediatoly, for the purpose 
of uinendinj; the constitution, iftbi* 
voice of the representatives of the 
nation .should he in I'avour of ii> 
reform, 'riie political aj^itators 
of \'ene7,uc‘la, had now attained 
tlieir profe-J.'ied ohjeei ; ami wtdes.s 
they Iju« 1 some ini(|nitons porpo-'c 
nmb r cover. «neh as ihe Holivian 
I'Ode, li.f nni.»;jof ihe South Atne- 
riuan staler, aip.1 a dictatorship for 
iiohvar, it ljeliOo\«;fl thetnto await 
in tiainpiillil) tin: rcstili oftl.e eon- 
\entiori. lJut the afriiaiioii f»f tlie 
jnihtie mind, was hy no mean" di- 
j.'iim hed hy lie; appearaiH’e rd' 
thinjrs at the latter, part yd' July ami 
in Au;.ni^l. 'fj ill. .; are indicative of 
intoritic»n->’. AlnVii conver-atiini 
was (icca^ioned hy lie: cin nh'lion 
of €i Ijfdiviaii do'lar, lalel} foiie'd 
in Potosi. '^riio front ^•^h^ll)il^■^l tie- 
head of IJolivar crdv.-m rl wi'h la|i- 
rel like f.’.Tsar's; the reversi! a 


tlic .six greiil .scclion.s of the Doli. 
\ian stale, namely, Venezuela, 
('undtiiamaroa, Quito, Lima, Arc- 
tpiip.i and Bolivia. 'Hie newspa- 
jiers of IJojiota, optmly expressed 
an opinion, that in tUo present 
stale of thinjrs. tl»e republic of Co- 
lt>mhi<i was dissolved de farlo, and 
iltai it was lime for N’c\V‘<(ira!iada. 
to pfovide for her own sniety. 
U hat elfect flie decree for re-es. 
taolishin^i political order iniglit 
have upon Holivar.was al least pfo- 
hleiiiatieal. It revoked his extra- 
oi'«iinai'> powers. It conmiaiuied 
the inhaliitanU of (\doinhia to obey 
no jHrrsiMi, vvh>».<e authority did not 
emanate from tin* ronslitntion. [t. 
rmpiired Bolivar himself to undo 
several of his favonrite measures, 
and to retire witlhn the hoimd.s of 
the po.ver and duties helonuiti'i; 
to him, »:i pre*.id< nt eh'd. and not 
yet ipialitieil. Various rnmonrs 
rcaehed Bogota of the di.ssatisfac. 
iK.'ti at tliese procf'ediiiu^, and tliat 
in eonse<pieiire ihen'of lie was iTe- 
termim'd So imireh ui^aiiist the eo- 
•iveriimeiit as tin ir enem), and 
iisnrj) Ihe sniireme pfiwm’ by fi)ree. 
Ills proehnnation 'd' the JOtii ot‘ 
.June, was rmvv re^ardril as bein;.^ 
aiijicd, as mneb :it eoricrress, as .at 
the troops oj‘ the third division, 
wlio.si; eliic f <Tinie was their (]e. 
rlarin;^ in favour of tin; eonstitn- 
tioii, and nndertakiiio («> overset 
Bolivar’.s dictaioriai pfiwer in the 

I nreroMiils bec;>fn«; converled 


> tree, the emhlcm of Vi;ne 
, between tvvi» IN rnvlan lla.-t south, 
ruid six «fars, said to itnbeaie. 







into serious' aiijn'r'iionsiony when 
rimvs arrived at tiie ^.‘apital ot' t!ie 
M'arlikc preparations making in flic 
north. Bolivar himself was nt 
^Jarlhagena Uie 2 d of July, with a 
force, inclfidiii" the frerrisoiiRf ihal 
place, ofliiur llioiisand iiumi. The 
garrison of Marucailxj, and otliiT 
forc(?s to 1110 amount of two thou- 
sand iniMi, had lioen put in nt4tioti 
hy general IJrdanela, to he ron- 
eenlrat(.“d upon (hiruta. (Jeneral 
Patz^was employed in organizing 
Ihe retired corps of ravtilry in the 

Apuro, destined, it was said, tor 
tinadualito. It was announccil hv 
Itolivar, that this mass of troops w as 
organized against the deparinients 
(if the south. But lliose wen- now, 
to all appearauec, as tram|ud as 
Cumlinainarca ilsi'lf. K\en lnihri} 
general Owindo arrived at tiuaya. 
(pul. the third division had voinnia- 
lily execute;! a declaration nt iiieir 
entire .snhinission to the eoiisiitu- 
tion and the laws, and of iheir ohe- 
dienco to the govi'rninenl. (teea. 
sioii for empIo>ing so laiiic a hodv 
of troops against the mui'Ii, no lou- , 
gcr existed. hy liwu werr they 
put in motion ? 'flw’ dcparnueuis 
eonsliluling New (Heuada, had 
heen .steadily faithful to tin* law;<, 
and hostile to all innovation. The 
seiy^utor Soto, puhliely ailinned in 
his place, that letters had been ri‘- 
ceived from a trust-worlhy somre. 
giving assnrahee that general I r- 
dan(: 1(9 had instruetimis to re^ohI. 
tionizethe ilenarljnent of Jumn a ; 


and he denounced hy name tin. 
per.son.i who were counted upona*- 
disposed to acfeleralc the rovolu* 
lion. Furtlierinore, tlic military 
bodies in (.'aiiliiigeiia, acting by 
the ills! i'jal ion ol’gi.'neral Mont Ilia, 
addres-^ed ^■j»^.‘.•;^*uta^iou.s to Boli- 
\ar, oU'eriiig to supprnt him in over- 
whelming iiis enemies, and aunihi- 
laliiig the faction at Bogota. 

Was it comkMo this, then, that 
Bolivar was organizing tror>ps to 
he marein.'il Iroin the arsenals, 
wlurre tlie pryjects of reform had 
heen forged, with the ver\ ehiefs?. 
who had so lately been signalized by 
gi' hellion, to eommand them, and that 
he intemleil to reduce by force the 
nieorrnptihle (iepariments, which 
alone had {U'oved ;nu‘ to their oaths 
and tijeir tlufy ! .Vppearances 
certainly wen' Ino^^ snspiciou*. 
Tlie government hai^m. nlheial iu- 
‘ormalioii of ihe destination ot these 
fi'<iops. Uevenga, it v. ill be re- 
nieinhered. had int'onned the go. 
vennneut of tin- motions of onK' a 
few liniidreds ; and here were thou- 
sands ujion ilte'mareh.. and fiulhei 
levies making tin' plains of 
\pnre. 'The s»‘ei>'tarv*of war w a.s 
suniinoiird into tlie -enatc. and 
elos'f l\ inti'iTogaletl eoneerniiig all 
those fa'fcis. 11^. Could (*nl\ irp- 
pr^se the senate*!. f tin' tri'tli of tin' 
Ihets ; hut of the iulcntioiis id’ Ho- 
livar. the goveimneni ^ufld give no 
^iltjrin.ilion. 'I'lu' ;o)vrnuii«Mit liao 
Issued no ord('V‘ fo- th*' f’’(»tiou I't 
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these troops ; and if they should 
continue iu motion, contrary to his 
(the secretary's) expectation, he 
knew not what measures the exe. 
cutivc authority would adopt. It 
was singular, also, that tiu: troops 
at Carthagena were not witliin the 
extraordinary jurisdiction of Boli- 
var ; because the departinent of 
Magdalena had iK'\er been separa- 
ted from the authority of l lie ordina- 
ry national government, 'f'hreaten. 
ing as all these indications w ere. it 
could only be iioped that Boh\ar 
had, with the military’ decision pf 
his character, maihi those arrange- 
ments on the first intelligence (d‘ 
the unauthorized return of the third 
division ; and that when he learnt 
that every thing wasifuict at (iuas a- 
quil, he would countcriiiuiKi his 
warlike [ireparations. 

•'A rcmarkahic development of 
facts was mad^ public at the time, 
which bore eonsiderdbly upon the 
character of Bolivar. The city of 
Panama had assembletl, it should 
he * reWmbered, in September, 

1 826, and in behalf of the depart- 
ment of the Isthmus; had proclaim- 
cd the Bolivian 'qode, and Bolivar 
himself ‘ (iiooitoi^, in imitation of 
Guayarpiil. Under date of May, 

1827, the municipality of the city 
addressed to the goveijiment a 
representation ofthe ciretiinstances, 
made by the intendant Sr. .fuan 
.lose Argotc^or hirfiself, and adopt- * 
fid by them as true. Froin this ifo.^ 
<'uincnt it appeared, that on tIicBtii 


ol’ Sopteinhcr, Ih2t», ilie iiolurmu.-:: 
Aiiloiiio Lcik-aiiio (iu/.iiinu, who^e 
iiunie W'u repeatedly iiave hud oc- 
Ci^sioii to mention, iunded at i'aiia- 
iiia, i'roni tiua\a<piil and Lima, and 
niimediaicl) repaired to, the house 
of thf! eoiumaiiding general, J«»se^ 
Maria UarreMo. On the lOlli, 
these two geiuleiijen eayie to Ar 
goto, together, presciiiiiig crcdeii- 
tials from Bolivar, and stating thf; oil- 
ject to be tlui adoption of tiie Biiliv iau 
code, b} the niuineipaht^ and of.j- 
cers, and the pror lainiuig Bohrur 
rlictalfn-. Argote oj»j) 0 'ing tins as 
illegal, (iu/m.in replied, that such 
was the will of Ihdivai', that the 
peophi dcsiied it, ami limi th(‘ army 
woulu hear him out m it. Ai 
leiigtii, lliev pn'vaih’d upon Argf»te 
to usMunhlo ilie pMiieijuil prr.-ons 
of ihe^ place, and at tlircf; sncn;s. 
sive meetings, tliey disnij-sed with 
(hiznian the object of Ills mission, 
which fiiicomdered the most deci- 
ded opposition. I poll tins, (in/, 
man rf;lim|uislied, or pretended to 
reliiKjuislj, tiie Bolivian codi*, and 
^agreed to an act ctmferrmg ipiuli- 
fied powers upon Bolivar, whieii 
was accordingly ailopted the liith, 
'being repre-ented as the spi'cial 
wish of the Liberator. 'I'his not 
being satisfaefory to Carreho, va- 
rious devices wf:re fried, to pro- 
duce a more d(;cided measure. 
Parties (if soldiers pat idled llie 
.sfrcf'.ls, celebrating general Jhicz, 
))rochiimiiig iIh! Bolivian C'pistitu- 
liofi. and Bolivar dictator of Peru 
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:nui (’olonil)ia. Lvcry means ot‘ 
was Cij^aycd) short of 
actual violence, and the intendUnt 
at length yielded in despair, as t^^o 
only iiHxle ofpn'scrvinu tlie citi/ens 
iVuin iiic Anrennlti-i! pi-ixhMdiitn ot 
•(in; soldif^:^' ; and on the 1 Ith oi‘ 
Oct(jl)i‘r, anolhor ar t WiJ-i pa:-M‘ii, 

• UMlcr lilt dii.-iation of •‘.•nerai (’ar- 
rmIo. 'rins heinir done, Ar^trfc.in 
i onciTt with the manjsliaif> of tl:e 
d jlenrn jnvae-t 
jAainr^t tlie \ mience li\ v\ hi<‘h liii>i 
\oles iiad hi.i'ii i.Afoi ted iVoin them ; 
and dcpo.-iied tile (ioi'nimMit in tin; 
uands ol the ‘'eiialor Mat'i.ino Vri». 
''•inciia. to he Torwaided in dueiin.e 
to the uovernnieiil. Alaiiv otlier 
ilis^rneelid >cein ensued, Ar^o.-fe 
oeine; con>lant!y pi iMMuttcd lor his 
ojMiosiiion to file alle;;':d svislics ul’ 
Ihdnai' : until thi' events i 4 i Beni 
iiiid in (ina\ai|iiil, having shaken 
'In; siren^rili of the anturcpnldican 
party, ;>ave the nuinici|>aiil\ cour- 
age to I'cprerteiil tin' lacts to the 
ioNerniin'tit precisely as tin'ytians- 
pired. 'I’ln’si; .itatenn nt.s were all 
ill striet. accoi'dain'c with the ro-, 
presentations made hy tlie iiiiiniei. 
jiality ol' (iiiayaipnl, who cinirned 
(luznian with not oiil\ insisting* 
upon their resolnlions oi‘the 'Jtithol' 
August, iN’Jti, conrerriiiir the die- 
latoi.ship upon Boiivar, hnl procii- 
nnn them lo he altered aio r they 
were passiul, lo make them iiii>re 
conloiinaldi.* to the wi^ln.'s ol Bo-' 
iivar* 

SSuch a cumbmatioii of cuiMin- 
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stances at this time, ail tending to 
render the past designs of Bolivar 
an object of hatred, and his present 
ones of suspicion, necessarily pre- 
pared the people of JVigota to anti- 
cipati; the worst. The agilatiou 
and anxiety whicli prevailed, may 
possihl) liavo given rise to the in- 
inour, which Ijccanie i-uiTeiit in tJie 
city, tliat Ji popular inovcineni there 
was apiiroacliing, iu opposiliun to 
Bolivar. It i even dignified 
with tin; name of a conspiracy. 
Nothing is more ahsolutely irnpro- 
'ophic, and deslllute of all rational 
fiuiiidalion. .v conspiracy hy whom, 
and fur what purpose, at a inoinem 
jivhcn tin; city was surrounded by 
till* armii's of Bolivar, and whicii 
must inevitably he cruslicd, hefoie 
It could accomplish any thing ! Jf 
was a much more probable Mi|>po- 
siiion, that the story was forgo/i. 
perhaps fur the purpose of giving 
Bolivar a pretext for inarching his 
forces, or at least, fur hastening lii'j 
v>wn arrival at Bogota. 'Hie par- 
licuhirs <if this supposed cc?nsyira- 
cy occupied a prominent place in 
the newspapers of the United 
States during th(|tast aulimm : bul 
a short examinalJoii .d’ liiO aoconni 
will show, that the whole is an ab- 
Miid f'^'i'ication. 

It waSjdcnvoil from letters dated 
at (';u’thagena,'«videnlly either writ 
ten hy some v)f Bolivar’s hot-headed 
mililavv partis.Vns, orjidsc on mfor- 
-vnaliou’coinmnnicated hv them for 
ihopurposeofheingpuhii^hcd/rhev 
•>t; 
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ricf^crihf'tl i( us “(t nrofniion ut- 
feini>U'<{ hy SanUitifli'r and Ins [lar- 
tisans. the »los'ii»n of wliicli u\'is, 
fliat (’arlos Soiililclft’, sccrotarv of 
nar. tho senators Hfiralt. Ail)i^I{*«la, 
Torres, ami otiior mcmlM.'is nfeon- 
jzress, p'lieral iSand-*’. roluiiol 
0‘Lfar\, ami orlsors. to the uninlu.T 
iminiri-.l ami tiiiy, >iiou!il l)r- 
arn'sloil, aiid sent in fhuius in Cai- 
tairiia. " Jl*\\as fiirtluT <latml hy 
fim.so h;tti:i>, that ar had put 

ifi motion lai';io hoflies of troops, 
for the pmpo*.)' <»!' marelnnii flM*m 
toCrtiaya'piii, ami tiun4|mlli7.iti(r tiif3 
dnpaitmonts of the ^ouili, whieh 
■wer«* thrown into disorder In l»us- 
tamantc and the third divi>ion, m-i. 
ing undei the seen t iiifltiriK e of 
Santander. The vice president, it 
was fnrllicr asserted, was throning 
the state into (;onfn.''ion, in oidi*r to 
prfnenf an ineesijgalion of hi.*? al- 
iened peenhitivins in the loreiffn 
loans, and the inmes. And, aeln- 
ated Ijv tins motive, he hud, < f»ri. 
trary to the advice of Ids eonnx.' 1- 
lors,*obstinatcly refiiscrd Ids sijrna- 
ture to iho decree for convoking 
the grand convention, after its jms. 
sage thrrijigli holf^ houses of con- 
gress. Ancllij work up the whole 
matter into the most ilisliomniralile 
form of pnhlic eornijition, it was 
alleged, that the Colomhian navv 
was rotting at (.'arrtijena, and tlip 
seamen starving in the sin-els, un. 
der the iids’iinmago-nienlof a conli- 
»i» nlial rigcnl of Simtander: whose' . 
o?.d;idit.iiii'?i"ifioM hi'd di' orted the . 


firrinccs of the rnimtr\ from thew 
proper cliunnelf and thiift prevent 
ed the pa urient of the inlerrut due 
orpflic iiaM(>iial debt, and reduced 
repiihlic to hankrnpicy. Fi- 
nallv, *«t was said, that lilie chic! 
aclovs in (Idi e<Misj)iiii'^y,‘, eXpt’Ct- 
inir condign piinishmem for iImmi 

crimes. fli-p'Tsetl in nm.'.oMiialion 
at thi*. mtelhgence of Uohvur’s ap 
proiieh to ih»gi>la ; and ti.al San 
tandt^r himself wonhi tly to Idnia 
for refuge. Never was u.jinife 
iniseljievons mass of ahsnrditv and 
lill.si'lmod St'lll (ihroiid to ahuse tin, 
pnhlie cnriosilv, and asperse the 
charaeti.Ts of men of .-pj.iless in. 
tegritv.aml the most nnwavemig 
pa'rioit.^iu. Ue have niven harrlv 
th*’ lieails ofthe.sior\ ; widch e\ld- 
Idfs so much igmn'am t! of the true 
state 1/ fill IS at Hogrtfa, that we 
might almost imagine ii was merelv 
a pH!Ceof pleasanfrv, il'lhe infiam- 
malorv spiiii of e\!iggr ration vvidcli 
pervaih s it, did not hetray a mop 
malignant oriL'in. 

It IS ipdfe iMlifving to lo ar of a 
revolution against Itolivar. Iie.ideil 
l.\ Santander, ami lies partisans. 
M'lio were Santander ami Ins par- 
li'/.ans ! 'I'liey were the constitn- 
lioqal government of Ilje lam! ; 
namely, the e\ecuiive, ami ail tlie 
heads of department, excejit one ; 
am) all enngress, and the other ci- 
vil ollicei-’ of iIm* gov <Tmnent, ev- 
cepl. a few individnalsi who were 
.striving to ovlTlnrn tin; coirvtilii- 
tioii. 'Hie V ire president ami the 
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iliii, as uo Ju'no soi-n, ho 
iiuinl ill liawl ill till flic iinjiurlunt 
jinblic. iiicusmrs ol tin* .session ; 
aiiioiig vvhicli were the <h’rji;o, ol' 
amiu'stv, iiihl the <li.'rrc«; declarato- 
ly ot' till? liirt, wliirh ineiV hoik 
knew hHi^ir. llial llulivar luTaim* 
a siiiijili’ rili/rfi, SI, ;is roll. 
Hirs.s ; aitil tliat all his 

acts ot' iiulhoniN, Mil».si*ijiii*iit f<» 
!li:it tiiiu', \vi;r(^ jipni oi’ 

llir Coniirt sN h.nl in'.! 

f'el'iiM'd to ii(’cr|i( lIoli\ar*s reeim. 
«Titioti ot’ llie jtr* si. !'•»«•) ; am! 

SiiMiiouhT liinisi'lt'. ill roiMOiOiiK i- 
iitg iho vote, had uigt il till.- kihc. 
j'ii'nr. in tile ..maiiii si nomn r. (m 
coi'ipli v.;*li til'' Mcu' i-!! \,i'!i ol’ 
ail'! ol’ a iii;<i"!ii- ol' li,«' 

||■lO''llI!m■( . I inli‘i >in ii •I'l-n-... 

'I, Ili'i’S. no i‘Ollsjiila'’\ tAl"!' h IMS. 

I'. 'S to o' l J!oli\ ar into l!*** | o - 
Mo.'iiial cliair : no n volution rouh! 
!m' [ilotti’il, iin!c''S ailli' rouc»; to tin 
!avis and loi'-MJiijiun. am! n- 
isjam o to tin- anil'* I mi’raotion 'if 
ilii'tii, (ii'Si'i’Vi* to hr* l aMt’il a n v ■- 
iotioM. 

•Vgaiiijflic loiiiT u ntiM- nnirv*sjy 
that ill** oliji*i*t ot' tin* r••^ollllil,ll 
V. as. to arn si li ilivai’s jiois.ina! 
Iricods, ami srmi ihoiii iii cii.nits i<i 
< 'art.iioiia. 'rovvhatcml' liiallj!.*- 
^ot.l, in a |io}iii|ous ('i!\ . tilii’ii \i itli 
ivs|ii‘i‘lai)!o iiihaliilanl-i, im ImiiUL' 
nio>i nl* ihi* ini'iiihors of oovnn- 
It scfiiisilioi’i* Mcn* oiM* Inni- 
diTil ami (illy rrirmls of Holivar :* 
ami*t)M*\ won; unostoil. aiul — put 
in I'oiiriimnioMt t No ; soul tnX'.ii- 


lajeiia, wlioic* llw Ijijrrutm liiui- 
•seit’ was |n;iii?r*tlv w<;|J know’/j to hr. 
with an army ot’ ionr thousand 
iiieii. that, if the .story i.i to bc 
helievcil, Santander and his parti- 
sans, in>ii:ad of detaining Souhletto, 
Sand.s, liarall, .\rholfda. and tlic 
lost, at Iiogota, as hostages for Ihi- 
livar’.s comlm.*t, fltsigiiod to drive 
thrill out of till.* city into tin* camji 
of l>i/li\ar. to add tlioii tried tah iits 
and i:\as|M ratnl minds to tiio mill- 
t.ov ■'ir' iiitii of lii- cal!''!*. 'I’ho 
liiii'L' i- to.) ridicnl'ajH I’or I'ldlof. 

, Viio I- to-r '\ |•■ln■l.■' :iii!h''i' i haj-o.' 

. • . . 

S.uitaiid'**.’ v.idi li.,vi!i:: i:i'ii::nti'ii 

lhi*taia.uiif's ■ai.iiithoii/od i-.-Inni 

to fdoinhi i. 'I’l il .‘.anut'n v 

lo'w •'I'.io! 1 “ I'f \ I /,.!■ la -v .'Il ar 

ri,-' •! *•; 1.. i; !':.<■ ’■ t'.,in i.j 

i. i* l'«T*,v 1 in 1 - \ .'■ . : i':.d tin 

I, . ,.t‘ f . i ; : Sial -s. 

ll i' jClididl ."*' n'lt \!l!i I 1 >I 1 ' 

•.•Oil’ . V. I' ...*' il!'’.' 0 !i! ‘ .I'llion. 

.-I ir. •'( ,.I . I i': \'.‘i lo {‘.r u p'n!. 

V' lotto I’fi I'v i.in I. \> I'li.oii, the 
tlii',*^ v.as i:'i; rii d -r.i'.ijn. 

to 1 m\ d ! hi 1 icviou'* aypro- 
halii'ii O',- • oiiia il o! Sant. mil. r. Ilo 
re|ni,*r'i.l )lo' nr.i'.w lieiiiiilrlligem'o 
of tin* revtiiii;ii'‘;*r!'ai iu d Uoj:v)ta ; 
aiolv. ha!coii>.ii::m ninl not V\s 
to tin* tliU'l iIiM.-ioii v.i haveinroii. 

ti'^Ml'ii* evidem f h: fou* us. tiial tin* 
iu’ws of^llu-ir um \iti*r','d i» *»n n til!- 
r»i not onI\ liU' .'‘inniicni dcpail- 
incnls. Iml ako tin*, c; nlr :1 one.-, 
and llie nientlicvs ot’ the govern- 
anient Iheniselves. wiili l oii'-ternn- 
lion and ronfnsiou. \notiior Ian 
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IS rqually conclusive. When Mt»s. 
quera sent his ria^r of truce to eoln. 
tiel Elizulde at Mont«; (’lirisle, Kli- 
■/nldc tlcclarcd that he would not 
obey IJoUvar, hocait.so he \\a» a ty- 
rant and usurper: inn* the vice pre. 
sident, because lie was leamu'd 
w ith Bolivar, and hecaU'>c, ninn*. 
oVLM*, his fmiotinns had leriuiiuUi tl 
the ‘-id of Jauimry. A;iani. San- 
tander despatched lo tin: ^(‘ui rd 
olhcrs in lla- soin!.'. tin- luo'-t pf- 
reiiiptory onlrrs that if the iluni 
division did not ni.-tiiniiy sniunit 
IhCA SllOllllI all lilt mean: 

in their power, to <li>jMTsr, la in, 
and puni'ih tlio entninah, atal li'*- 
lend the eouiilr) ihesr (ia- 

rinjf a;:iri*e>shjii. In short, tin- auxi- 
liaries relunied to Colonihia. wiiii 
their frelines exa'-'perafed l»y the 
rejaihliejitis r.f r.iiiia, {i:;iiin*^t lie- 
Jdherator and SantMal' T JihKe. li 
js idle, tlioreftfe, to pretend ll;;-t 
>S:int!inder w.i ; the adv i-er i,i' jJ.j 
tamaiile, how luue'ti soewer he ina\ 
have rejoiced to lim) that Boh\ar‘-: 
eijoffjii hand's, wiio had sworn tul*:- 
lity to him as an individual, were 
no longer dis[iosed to eontinne his 
passive instruinei|ts in tin woih lif 
usnrpulior!.'^ 

The f*ther nioir- dir> a imputa- 
tions aoai..-;! S iniandijr, aie eipial- 
ly groundless and ealvmnioi-'. 
Wheu the rnnionr «W the coii'/.if.^. 
cy reached Bo^^ota, from ( 'artaje. 
na, where it eri;»inannl, .SaniMHler 
boldly demanded of con;;n ss air 
mvesfiffation of his condiie.t. imii . 


of every llmiijjlil, W'ord, and det U 

of his poliliea! life : challen«rine 
any person to adduce tlm slight- 
e.M proof, that he was privy to 
pn\ eoiispiraex , or any attempt- 
ed reiointion ; or iinit h'e Wits in- 
teresied, dii.-eiK nr u.'dire»-ll\ in 
the lorei'jn loau'^. or mining ‘•pe- 
cuiatioiis : iiiid irealed the 

ii.TM wi'.ii l!ir ^4'oiM wlii*)! 

th' \ dt'-er*. *(i. ()i!i iiiidei-i will 

jad-;* lor !\*--\ win llii'i’ it i" 

I'loiudd''. tiefl he iMt lliat hi- Ji.id 
ioi', itimii f*» ii'fir' lieod liom tl.*- 
C"n\‘tili*>ji. •1i<\ . 

tliet, 'o far iVoiii rei'ii'iii;r In', .-i'^iiii 
toretoti'.e i:'-evrc fol' efaiVnj.ni'ji' i; . 
tin* deei’t «■. on lil- < oiitr.i| \ , W ii'-' 
motiellfil ino oidniLf i4i iii'' adi ii t‘. 
and pa'•^ed v, iili hi" pic loie a; pro. 
haiion olliciaily‘e\pie-"i d. 

.'^aiit .m!et I - eipiallv fu t; li'oiM 
idame III re’^ani li» lia dilapidiilion 
(►f the i!a\ \ , iim! i!c failur*- lo pa\ 

tlo' imc-ie"! o,i liif milioinl ih hi. 

Tlie liiio r i", iml' » d, a jlarh ami 
siHpndoii" "!il>ji cr : I':!! idJ ilic -o-. 
pieioli.'- till! Upon l!ii- -.iok )ii-;id. 
4 \lien- mini) oihei m\ OMii»ii. 
eireuin^taina.s nn- a.-^i-rnhlfd. 'fh*- 
t.H-f'. n‘."pf;et|ji;!: it aiehnelK ihe."*-. 
i <d«im!.i.i hiid voiiiiitanlx inenrnnl 

enynijoij, o\p( ||w, v; III viiopoj'iin:; 

tie patriot |.;irl\ ni I'eru, in the last 
\ear<il liien sirujo.de lor indepen. 
flenre : and par: ol tliesi* 4 \|ii-ii"es'. 
for in.'.taniN-, flie pa\ (.fihe fnn»ps. 
Porn .''tipe' i»i' • ‘o iei(iil.iir"i* lo ( 'o. 
ioiri!)i’t. 'rue' Ji^tn,,,. |,| m 

London, were lit ho provided v.ii’.i 





iiituis hy tlicir nnnfint; ami llm 

4 was tu draw 

tlK'iii ill favour of IliiriaiKlIio 
('nioiiil)ian niinistcrin i.omlott : aitfi 
\\n) to lu* ohliiiiii’il Irmii iIiim 

soiiriT, |ii ill'- Im-iimmiiiii: «»f IvSjli, 
tvas i*» m(‘<> ‘Jiv illM*l« li:|s iliir til 
iiiil iIm- liilU SI) (Inuii 
were (iislToiKiiii'od : amf alrlmuitii 
jlir \i«i‘ prr'iilnit «‘i)iivuUi'il f:oii- 
Lin -!-5,iii Ma\, to |iro\ulo mIIiit 
iiiml", ami tiila*r liunU pru- 

J*iii /, itiiil In'!, mllii H ill.' 
Ill ill'* otiMi'aiiii: on 

ila- vManlio, ritiiijx ll< li ijiA 
iiii'iit, for till' siikr of iitiiia siia^^ 
■t-lf iHTcorvaiion, to appropiiatf 
fiimls III ihr paNim III of iho 
airrars (hie ilio iroojis ni iln* iior.li- 
l•lll (MiitoiiiiioiiN, Now lilt' naiiarlx* 
aim- fan i>. liiai ilir iN'iiiMaii ^o. 
M-niiiioiii. w liirli liaii lailoii ifi in oi 
tlio ( 'oloinliiiiii hills, iii'itlicr 

morir Morlo'i)' lliaii lioli\ar him'-olf, 

V. iio, at that linir, |io>M‘ssril liar sn. 
jiirmr awMiority in Prrn.ami o\ov- 
^l^•■(l ii, nilior in |ie*i>oii, or 
iliroiiiih ofiii-iM" anooiiitiMl h\ linn, 
in till* siiajif of a ronnnl of ;ylnn-« 
nislratioii. a.s hr l•on-•t’nMn•; to 
thi- ili-lionoHr of ilirsr hills, with a 
^irw lo a«j','ia\atr ilir omharra-'- 
im iiis of ihr ('ohiinhian ^oxriin- 
imnl.hs atl hii*: haa'-xni|»lr\ to la- 
\ |l. war, aail tini'i fariliialmi; liis ar- 
III ihr tln’t!itorshi|» of roloin- 
laa am) I'mi ' Wrilo mil sa\ ihi**; 
ami wr (h-rpU laim nl that •ininaiiv 
ol lln^r ilaili siisiiirioii.s vast llirir 
ovrr ihr lamrls of th»li\;\r> 


I 

lint wn do .-ay liifit r^antander 
wholly hlainrlrss in the allair, o,\. 
rrjit ill so far a^i hr is <;ijn>nruhlo 
for irjin.-iiii;! inist in ihr anaiiaij. 
iiirni> of tiir l*rhi\ lan ;:o\i i ninrnt. 
And as lo llir llrri ni Canairmi, it 
is rrriain. iliai thr inMiri( ( :iiin of 
Par/, and lhrs|n.'rial ordrrs ol Iio- 
livar liimsrlf, wrrr tlir imnirdialr 
c;in-r of ilir 'iii^pi nsinn of tln'ii 
i-qnipmrni for S' .-i. 

\\ r -iiall |irrsi iitlv si r whi thri 
Santaiidri. or aii\ oiIht jirr.son. 
Ill d ji-iiii IJoiToia on the ii|ijno<'n‘ji 
ol* I»o!j\aii diidvi'd tin* im{»uiR' 
lioiw a*..ain-l thr (hararirr of iln 
\ trr.jirrsiilrnf. wliirh wr ha\r liin.- 
.nir>on!\ r\;!)tiiiirij. arr luit a -|»r. 
riinrn ot' thr Liroiimllr>s -iamli rs. 
with which thr |l••|•s^(■s' in Nrm 
/nrl.i )ia\r al»oiimlrd ; ami they 
ron-tiiru' a jiarl of ihr mari.inrry 
srI III moiioii hy thr di-allrrn.*! 
ami antironstiMiiiom#! . for thr 
jiuijmso of di-i'i'Liaiu/.ini: ihi' r\mt. 
in^ loini of ciiM rnmrnt. It isdiir 
to till' piihlir rrjiutalion of ri nrral 
Saiitaiidrr. to s.i\ fhai. ronsulrfini: 
thr dilhniii nn nn'sianm s in wliii h 
hr wa- plar^'d, hr h^;s adinmisirml 
thr ^r\ rrimiriii ri sinrr ihr \rav 
I’^'Jl, w:l!: a .siijiilr r\rto llir |»iil>- 
lir l.o-od, with prndrncr. wis. 
doni. palM m r. ami shiH. v. Inrii 
arr in jo^irra! as rarr. as lhr\ arr 
livnorahlr t.i h*s rliarartrr in t’m' 
|);^rlif-iil,ir iiisiarn’r. >\ hilr Po|i- 
\jii' wa.< nvilrhm;; ln♦^'rn wilh ihr 
nowrr of ihr Coloinhian iro"|t- lo 
•uailirr lanrrU m thr Ltloiioi's ra. 
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reer ol‘ victory ami iVcoilom, San- 
liiiiticr continucil iixcd at tliu scat 
ol‘ government for the period of 
five years, absorbed in the per. 
plexing and unpopular duties of 
healing the wounds of a country 
torn by eleven years of dcs|>erate 
wuri'iirc, and consol idaliug a go- 
veriiniciii just emerged from u scene 
of iinpiirallelcd confusion, tiisircss, 

and universii] prostration. lie 
was called to the govornnicnt with- 
out any solicitation upon his part : 
and his (‘oiistunt dc\.jtion to. the 
urduuus functions of his ^tation*is 
liiiMitiaiiy known to every (.'olom- 
hiati, who is not wilfully blind to 
the truth. A review of his uilmi. 
iiistratioii, and a rompansoii of the 
creneral stat(5 of the couiitrv in 
b'sJtl, with what ii was in I.VJI, 
would domonstralo tiie heiifdieial 
ifilluenro of hi> p Uriolie Movifos. 
'I’liey who vvv/!t to iiudfM’stand tin' 
olisciire of. 'South Aiueneaii 

politics, would do well to pJ!i 

ihoelahoratc vindii'atioii of Suntan. 

( 

d'.r^s adiniiiistratiou. ptihli*'hed at 
Bogota in June, while the rharges 
1.0 wliich we have adverted were 
in eir<‘iilatii;n ; and thov cun after, 
wards entertain no douh? that his 
intentions have been just ami pa. 
triotic, and his eoiiduet generally 
wise and prudent. • 

'[’he malconteiifs in Vene/.ni*la 
indulged in the most intenipernte 
invectives against Saiitpmjer p^e. 
vio'is to and during the in**firr(:c- 


tioii of l*niy.. But they discreetly 
confined themselves to vague gc- 
miralities, without ever specifying 
facts, or fixing a single instance of 
.partiality or corruption upon his 
conduct. 'I’lic secret of it seemed 
to be that a victim niuet be found, 
'riie constitution was to be subvert- 
ed, aiitl it could only be ctVected 

by ussailiiig tiie iiidivititiiil, under 

whose auspices the constitutional 
LOiverniuent liad been admiuis. 
lered. \f;er earelullv_5fjid>ii\g 
the correspondence helwecii l*ae/ 
and SanCander, and ihe jvrinled 
acts of the governmi.-nl, we have 
liecoine completely satistied, that 
Vene/.uela had no just cause tti 
complain of »Suntander individual- 
ly. Apart from the criminal^, 
who. by the movement at Valen- 
cia of 'April .‘jOih. sought to shield 
thenHcKes from piiiiishmeiit for 
lluur oUeiices — and of the .soldiers, 
if sijcli tlierr: were, who promoted 
the insiirieciifui for the purpose ot 
aiding any ambitious designs of lb». 
liviir: — ;t)»arl from ibese persons, 

• tluf maleontenls in Vene/.uela were 
generally irver ilissaiislied wiili a 
central system, ami desirous either 
of b.iving an imiepemieut govi.uii 
iiivni. or else a I'erleral uni ui iiKi' 
the I lilted Siatfs. We should 
have .s\rii|i;iilii7e(| with the latter 
class, li'tliey had united themselves 
to just and iiofioiirahle means of 
uccomplisliing their object, instead 
of seeking tii sacrifice Safrtande? 
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liy unt'oundcd accusations, and to 
in/oive Colombia in* anarchy and 
civil war. 

At a late period, the reform party 
accused Santaiuler of heinji the 
personal efteiny of Bolivar, arui ol 
;^riviii^ to '|>rev( Mf. the aioendiiK iit 
of the eoii.stituli\>ii. If to hav** <100(1 
fast 111 hisliitcgriiy tliroii^di »ood re- 
port tuid lhnni;:lihml ; if to 
I'eiided the cause of eoiistitutional or- 
ilcr, throuLdi obsiacle.s and assaults, 
wjufli other nieii \ii ldrd to in des- 
patr ; if lis ininjiled tinniit's?* and 
moderation to ha\e presei\eil (‘un- 
(iin.iinarca, Bu\acu. Caiica, and 
'Magdalena, from tlio coma;rion of 
insurrection or .serMlit), wiii(!i) in- 
(oeted tlie Mirromidin** depart- 
inentN ; if. hv tiie juuih'iice of his 
conduct, to hav(‘ shunned the hor- 
rors ul'inte.<'liiie \Nai\ uiiichlhe iii- 
^ 4 rrectJou of Bae/ threatened to 
end ill ; if leuiperaU’l\ , \ct iude- 
jiendeiiily, to liave reniiudi d Boli- 
var of his duties to (he eoiislifuiiou 
and to Coloinhia, thus eoiitrihuiiu^ 
to preserve tin* Liheralor>fnim the 
itifainy of usurpation; if hy eon-« 
tiiiuiu^ with uiisluiheii fortitude to 
njsist the lihorlieide project of the 
Bolivian codt*, and the coiisolida- 
lion of all South Aiuerieu, uude^a 
perpetual presidency, liius to ha^e 
warded otf from ('olonilua the fate 
ot the roinmoinvoalth of Kome. of 
Kurland, and of France, that of 
fulliiifru vicliin to some too jilorious 
soldior of fortune, a l-ftwar, a ('roiii- 
'vell, or a Bonaparte : if to ha\(* 


home his part in doing all this, con- 
stitutes Santander the personal ene- 
my of Bolivar, then he deserves 
the appellation, and may pride him- 
self upon hearing it fc*r ever. In 
line, if Bolivar has heeii lionest. 
and (wiliitjiir, ih(‘u has Santandei 
IxM'ii his friend : if imt, th<-ii liu... 
lie he<*ii his foe. iSaniau'lcr cer- 

tiiiiily iKis p.xhihiieil uo oagornovs 

after power : heeaiise he has ic- 
pi'aiedlv reijuesii d coni'ress to 
disehar^e him from tin; duties of 
his olliee, in all a|>|tarent sineeritv. 
And whatever ma\ he his inward 
feelinu'^ of distrust towards Bolivar, 
in' has earnestly, con>t:int[\, and 
'Mill most eotreiii r(‘iisons, nitreated 
Bolivar to reMinu; his "latum as 
president oftlie repuhlic. Lurinii 
Bolivar's ominous delay in IVni. 
whilst all I’olomhia was urging his. 
return, and no visible cause of im 
lioiie.st naliiiT existcil for his delay. 
Santander hesnughi him as 
friend, and ur!:ed him as itis col- 
league m otliee, to repair iiuiiiC' 
dr.Uels to lutgota. And so also 
durini: Bolivar's npialK iiie.xplica- 

hie Slav in A’araccas lor four 

. • • • 

moiiihs alter all oct'a-Mou lor his 
presi'iui’ m Valeiitia had cra.scd. 
Santander used the strongest in- 
stances to induce him to withdraw 
Ins renuitc'iatiou ol'the presidency, 
h^en so late ns*.luiu', in comiiuint- 
oating the refusal of eongresstoac 
eept Bolivar's rcnun*'ialion, fc*aii- 
d^idcr expressed, tis hefere, the 
-warmest desire to >ee the Lihera- 
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tor id his proper station, us consti. 
tutioiuil president. After knowing; 
these facts, it is impossible, with 
any show of reason, to eiiary;L* Saii- 
tunder with a (li:«| ositioii lo : \- 
I'lude Rolivar from iho eimd' ma- 
gistracy of llir 

VVe wonc omm* this topic 
somewhut mimiteiy, beratise the 
discussion of it is well ti(r*:d to dc. 
vclope tiieVujiditioii of (‘oloiiiiiiaii 
politics, during tfte period whicli 
the history of the present year 
oot ors. We liavt; not the .slightest 
faith in the alle^reij conspiracy. 
General JSantander and his asso- 
ciates in the ^ovt'rmnenl were too 
wise to strike the first blow in 
civil war, where most of the; phy- 
sical, and too much of tiic moral 
force of the couiitrv, was on tht* op. 
posite side, 'riiey coniinued to 
aw, lit thn result, faithfully dischar^f- 
III" iti the rneign time the ialiorioii.N 
duties ol' the adinimstration. At 
this jieriod, the counirv oiuaim d 
relief from one "riovance, whirh 
had* loti" adlicled if, namely, the 
want of prelates in several ot’ the 
most important s»*csj,*whirh had ari- 
sen from the refiisal of the pope, 
hitherto, to coufiienaticc I hi’ pa- 
triots, by concluding a satisfantiirs 
urrangeriienl of tlicir religious af. 
fairs. • 

Soon after I’olitar anivet) 
Caraccas, he informed the vire pre- 
sident, thaf, is piaciri" the depart- 
ments of Sulia, i)rii:oco, Vene/mV 
la, and Maturin, under his own com- - 


inand, lie di^l not intend to assunic 
the direction of their foreign rela- 
tions, or to separati^ them in lliis 
respect tidin llio rest of t'olomhia. 
Aeeordinirlv , he liaiismilled to Ro- 
gola ‘the ihreiji'ii despatches whn h 
c.ime to his hands. Among theiii 
was a commmiieiilioii to the go- 
verniiuMit from Sr. fgnaero 'Pejada, 
the 'olomhi:iii minister at iLune. 
of the highest importance lo 
the ctmntrv. and imleiul to :ili Spa- 
nish Aiiieriea. It covcreil a letter 
from pope fjco \il., aimoiincmg 
that the apostidie see had, at length 
Melded to tlie lepreseiitatMiiisol’ the 
('olonihiaii govi'riiment, made in 
l-vJt, and determined to till the 
vacant hiHiiopries in < 'olonihi.i, \f. 
Ilieled, he saiil, hv tlir iupii \ dime 
lo religion, lliroiigh tin want ol' 
regula*/ pastors, in the several 
eluirehes ; and impre*'Scd with np 
'piM l for the zeal entertained In 
the (\>loinhian.s fwr the catholic 
faith, lie hail ado|iled this resolu- 
tion, from eotiviethii) that lh<.‘ gooti 
t;f the ehureli impei’ioH'.|\ reipiired 
,it. On the receipt f)f this letter, as 
unexpected as it wa> agri.M-ahle, liie 
goverriiiienl piocmaled, without de- 
lay, to till the vacant sees, the pope 
having '-ignilied to Sr. 'I’eiada liiat 
the iionnnntioiis would he eoniirm- 
ed. On lie; I'.ttli nt' .liilv, the cc- 
» le.siar,lirK presmiled li\ the go- 
vernnient I'Viiiando r'an edo, arcli- 
hi.sho|i of Rogofa : Ramon igna- 
I to Mendf\s, {freldushop of (.4urac 
(:as*and JuSc -Maria Eslcvcs, In* 



COLOMBIA. 


■iiop ol' Santaiiiarta w^rr^ (|iiuiitU-il 
in'tliii prcsonrc of » coiicoiirsii of 
ihe public funciumarics aiul cUt- 
ijy, the oiillirt heiii;( adiniiii.stcrcil 
by Sr. Ilcstn j)o, the secrelary of 
stale for life inteiicu-. So «‘hlirLly 
unhoped lor w^as tlii'j lavourahli; 
result of ihe n^^jotiaiions with Leo 
\ll., tiiift passports had alri.ady 
hern f;rant«.*d fo Ti jada, it Ijfin:: 
cousidi-red hy lh<,* ;;f»vf*rnineut 
wholly useless that he should eon* 
tinue any lyiiiicr iii Italy. 

Karly in Aunnsl, a law pa«-sed 
conj;ress lor red^^eill^ liw et!ecli\(.- 
force of the siainlin;*’ army, in ^ar- 
risofi in rhU’erent parts of the re. 
puhlic, to ll,tisi) men, to he «li>.iri. 
hilled as ••on\eiiieiice ami the pnh- 
he oooil mi;:!il roiiuin*, the e\een. 
live Immii;: aiilltnri/ed to inalve fur. 
ther reductions, when com;^iiilde 
wtJth the security <d’ the stale. 
'I'his measure uas ealird for, as 
well hy the peeuiiiatA emharrass. 
menis of the iiaiiou, as l»\ the ma- 
nifest incouveihi lice and dau:j«‘r 
to liberty, of ke»-|>iui; under arms 
.so lar;^c a militai'N foree, 
tlicn3 was so little eaiise to appre. 
Iiend uiiy tiling from t'oreiau in- 
vasion. 

'riirealeniiiif as tlie aspeiM 
•Ihinas had heen thus far. they 
worp destined to approaeh \el 
more nearly lo a fearl’iil eo’isuiuma. 
lion, hetore Ihdivar la'aclird l»o:*o. 
ta. In the lirsl plaeo. a new se. 
lies of disorders and coiinilsiojis 
occiwrcd unexpectedly at (iuiixa. 


•juil, in the soutlicvn extremity of 
the republic, which generals Flo- 
res and 1 * 0107 -, both of them repu- 
ted friendly to Bolivar, were ac- 
cused of contributing to produce, 
riore.s, wlio held the post of com- 
mandant general, was charged hy 
iiarrea. iutendant of the Equador. 
with partirijiatiiig in the proceed- 
iuiis alluded to ; and in vindica- 
lien, as lie said, of tlic purity of 
his intentions, adopted the quet'- 
tioiiahle evpedient of abandoning 
his .post, as he had done lic- 
foYe on the* return of the third 
iliMsion. l*ere/- was formerly Bn- 
li\ar*s sens. lary. as we staled be. 
liiie, ami wiieii tlie latter came 
IVmiii Peru, was ap[)oinled superior 
chief of tlie smith. This not he. 
ing an cdlicc' au(hori/ed liy law, 
the executive authority, in consi- 
tlcralion of tlie supposed tranquilli. 
ly of the southern dp^iartmeiits, by 
orders transmitted in .luiie, restored 
ihe regular course of departmenta) 
goverimienl, and put an end.lo the 
extraordinary fiinetions of general 
* l*ere/.. Amid tlie rontusion of the 
limes, ihe conduct, of this officer 
, w.is .siic'h, whether innocently or 
otherwise we will not say. as lo 
aiigmeiit the public disorders. Pre- 
tending to believe that (luayaquil 
inlendml lo join Peru, he caused 
rUres to niareli against the city, 
.cvnirary to the, arrangements of 
th<i general govcrnfheiit. But 
.strange as it may senn, the coii- 
lYinplaied attack rei'ulfcd in no. 
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thing except an aetjof the municipa- 
lity adopting the federal govern- 
ment. 

This act is dated July 25th, and 
sets forth various' considerations 
as having induced its adoption, 
among which the apprehension of 
invasion from Perez, — the transfer 
of authority to Ovando, who was 
hostile to tlie rctorni party, — tiic 
evident desire of the governiueiit at. 
Bogota to maintain the constitu- 
tion, and the wish of Guayaquil for 
a convention, — all bore a promi- 
nent place. “ It hc-ving always 
been our anxiety,” they say, ** to 
constitute an independent state, and 
to be united with the other depart- 
ments, who also ardently desire the 
same, we have deemed it right and 
necessary to declare ourselves, as 
we do declare ourselves from 
henceforth, in favor of the federal 
system.” They further express 
their disposition to concur in send- 
ing delegates to a grand conven- 
tion, ip be called pursuant to the 
promise to that effect solemnly gi- 
ven by the Liberator. According- 
ly they proceeded to choose Diego 
Novoa ifitcndant, and Antonio Kli- 
zalde commfuuiaiit general of the 
department ; and these persons 
immediately entered upon the dis- 
charge of their respective uflicial 
duties. • 

Again, on the lOih of September . 
another revdiution was attempted 
at Guayaquil headed hyJosc Ar- 
rieta, one of the leading officers of 


the third division, who endeavoured 
to make a party in favour of joining 
Peru. He liberated the prisoners, 
seized upon the artillery, and de- 
.manded the deposition of Klizalde: 
but the latter, lieing firtilly sujiport- 
ed by Nuvou and the rniinicipality, 
and also by tlie battalion Ayncucho, 
succeeded in completely ipudling 
the disturbance. In the utter con- 
fusion of various parties which dis- 
tracted Guayaquil, it seems impos- 
sible to be certain who was honest 
in purpose and who disiionest ; but 
the republican party at Bogota 
could not but suspect the same 
hand, to which other movements 
had seemed to point ; and Eli- 
zaldc himself openly declared 
lor the Jiiberator. 

The course that events were ta- 
king, %till further appeared, from 
the altered conduct of the third di. 
vision. In April, not five months 
before, the soldiers of this division 
had exhibited every symptoin of de- 
termined hostility towards Bolivar, 
founded upon a belief that he was 
* aimhig at absolute power, 'f heir 
tone was totally changed in August. 

, The several corps each addressed 
an hijiiihle, we might justly say, an 
liKiniliating inemoriul to Bolivar: 
expressing their contrition fur their 
share of the revolution of January 
26th, and the subsequent irregu- 
larities ; and excusiti|r iherriselvcs 
in some way pertinent to the line 
of conduct they had respel^tively 
pursued. It is amusing to reflect 
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upon llioir (liliurciii cx<jiises. 'I'lie 
bifttalioii of (’arnccas alleged that 
tlit'y had no heart in the business, 
and were driven into it by the otliur 
corps ; wliicli was |)artly trnC) sa- 
ving tliat tiic battalion did not re- 
sist their cuinr/ides so stoutly, nor 
repent so soon, as they should havo 
done, if sincerely opposed to their 
plan. Thu battalion rillcs sdcin- 
ed to, think they had atoned for 
their ofieiicc, bv liaviirj; ventured 
ti^ arrest Busiarnante, ;ho actual 
head of the divi>ion. 'Flic hussars 
protested that they Iiad taken no 
part whatever in the P«‘ruvian re- 
volution. The l>;vttalion Ayacuclio, 
who had no such apology to ofler, 
contented themselves with protes- 
tations of their jirofound repen- 
tance, and their determination to 
atone for what they had dode, by 
future servility proportioned to the 
magnitude of their past rlclinqucii- 
ey. “Deign,” said they to gene 
ral Flores, “to be the organ of the 
sentiments with which we render 
the most profound homag6 of love 
and respect to the Liheratun, to * 
whom we lender from henceforth 
our strength, our swords, and our , 
liearts ; and for whom wo declare 
ourselves, in whnl<*Yer coniingeiiov 
*ins exalted repiilalioii may be in- 
vol\tf)d, in the course of circuni- 
stances, through the machinations 
of a fgetion animated hy the liopo 
of vengeance, by ambition, and by 
ignorahcc.” And again: “It, is 
the voice of Bolivar which wc feel 


lK)und hy interest and gratitude, 
hl'mdly to ohry; since, whatever may 
he the cornmunds that emanate 
from him, wc arc sure they will be 
just and bencfit'.ent, and such as re- 
quire a dutiful submission.” And 
to crown the example of servility, 
general Flores, in transmitting the 
memorials to Bolivar, assured him 
that “ tlie corps of the south stood 
ready to make aiiy,thc most costly 
sacrifices" in his service ; and that 
*• the Liberator might count at all 
ami in all circumstances, up- 
on the heartfk and swords of thou- 
sands of brave men, signalized in 
past dangers, and tr/io now conse* 
natal thanseJves to the creator of 
three rrjmhUcSy the incomparable 
Bolivar.” In short, (he third divj- 
sion declared, as strongly as lan- 
guage can convey the meaning of 
man, their devotion to Bolivar incTi- 
vidually and pcrsonaHy,withoutany 
reference to the government or the 
constitution; and this at a time when, 
for aught they knew, he was,mcrc- 
ly president elect, but without any 
legal authority, other than as a ge- 
neral ofiiecr. IVljat more could 
CxsarorNapolconliave asked from 
the iirmies of (laul or of Italy, 
whom they had attached to theirown 
names hy a long series of splendid 
victories !* and what more can Boli- 
vac ask, if he is treading in their 
.footsteps } , 

J'hc proceedings iH the central 
departments, at the same period, 
Amounted to an nctiial conflict of- 
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authority between Bolivar and tlio^ 
regular constitutional magistrates 
and officers. Revenga iu»titi<‘d the 
secretary of war, under date •)f.lu. 
ly 25th, that the sqiuulrons of hiuse 
grenadiers and hussars, of .Mairda- 
lena, would l)e moved on to the val- 
leys oft ’uciila, partly as an eM*i»rt 
for Bolivar, and partly to diuiinisli 

the ntinihi'i' of troops .t.s>enildi’<! iii 

Cartajena. The vice ju-esidt?iit 
immediately causetl Bevenixa to he 
informed, that the departments of 
Boyaca and Cundinnniarca coiihi as 
ill afford such an addkion to thc'ir 
expenses, as Magdalena, and of 
course objected ttj the niovenumr. 
Nevertheless, IJrdancta tnarchtnl' 
his cavalry to Pamplona, protesting 
to the iiitendant of Boyaca, that he 
had not the least intention of inter- 
fering with the legal functions of 
the departmental authorities, civil 
or military ; and asking only the 
usual supplies. Infonnatiou of these 
movements was |)rnniptly contniu- 
nicatcej to congress, liy Hantamh r, 
who described the troops as ocni. 
pyirig the departments of Mnirdale- 
naand Boyaca^ hide pendent of the 
national government, ajid bv orders 
from the Liberator alone; who pos- 
sessed, and could pos-css, iio legal 
authority there, until lie iiad taken 
the oath of office according to tin; 
constitution. • 

Conternporaneou^ily with ih>;«:e 
movements, ffie execuii.e (cceiv^d 
a note from Kevenga, m reply to 
llie rommiinicatiori eov^Tjug the 


decree for t-he re-establislnueiU of 
public order. •The secretary ge- 
neral vindicated the prc'ceedings of 
Brtlivar in the north eastern dejiart- 
menis : saving that the imlitury 
couueils, ohjeeti'd to h\ t^antaiider, 
had long Miiee cea^ied to exist ; that, 
the nsiiaiiils upon ’ihe pre^^ had 
aimed to repress its liceiifioU'-uess, 
not to iin|)air its iVeedorn ; and that 
the lliiaiieial measures ol tliC LlbC- 
a'.or were exacted by ueeessitj, 
lit: complained, also, of (he inju- 
rious suspicit/iis of Ihdivar. which 
the decree and accompanying not<‘ 
implied ; and intimated his inten- 
tiou of submitting a memoir to 
coiigiess, in justilicatiun of tlie 
measures adopt<.‘d for iranijuilli/ing 
V'eiie/iuda. 

But a paper, iiiucli more ini- 
portaiii: than this, was the message 
addressed hv Bolivar to the smiate, 
upon his arrival at Caehira, the 
2lih of August, in his way to Bo- 
gota. 'riu ii: he received the de. 
crc«- of AiigiKi Mh, for n'llueiug 
tile army ; and h\ the same cou- 
'rier,, de-'paicli' comiiiuuicafirig 
the new in.'^Mnectioii at Guavaquil. 
'riie ines.-age ehdtoi.i el\ e\|»osed 
his belief III til'* [M'lnieuio.-. eoiiMS 
<|ii:mce.s oi' lediM iiig llie armv at 
the jire eiii eiiiijum iiin , wlneh, he 
saul, ileeuleillv deiiiaiidi d its,.in- 
crease*, lie protested against the 
lueasiire iii the str'iiigi'.sl terms ; 
and uig«Ml ujioii congress the cir- 
cuiiistanee of Ihe uiovemmit in 
(tiiaMupnl, which seeiiied to iravr* 
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iiap|)OiiO(l jUftl at ihcjpi'ojHn- mo- 
lAcnt to show lh« iaicxpcdioiicy t»r 
dishandiiijT any oft ho troops. Ono 
passage diiserves to he translaud, 
us sliowiiig, iiiiefpii vocally, tiiat 
neither id Venr/io ia, nor in tin- 
* south, have the honest iVienils ol‘ 
the ietleral s\ stein any gmond to 
hope foi*aid iVoin Holivar. lie as- 
cribed the insurrection to tii(‘*third 
(livisjoii, who,artor piissiiiuihrotiLdi 

various uctsorinsuhordination, had 
ended witli tavounng.a vote tor 
proclaiming the I'ederal sy^ieui, got 
up by a cahai, vJio had sought, 
during the past year, to give that 
ibnri to tlie government. • These 
men,’ ho said, ‘ I suceeeded m re- 
straining, acipniinting them liirongh 
niy secretary, and, hy tlie pro- 
joct of a fundamental law, where- 
with \ satisfieil the r('(piest td' Ihdi- 
Via, that mv decision was, for a 
central goverriinent, hotter adapted 
to our necessities. The ledera. 
lion, which is now proclaimed, is 
only a step heading to tlu' iraiior- 
ous ohp'Ct of tho.-e wim invaded 
the sontiierii de.partinenis.'\ lU 
comiiieiited, also, vviih great seve- 
rity, upon llu' proci'edmg'' at lio^- 
gotu, not coiireaiing his doubts 
whether the representatives of*ihe 
people would find it practicable to 
a:)Senihle, and deliherale m peace, 
'riie reply of congress was brief, 
and witiioul fuitermg int«» the rea-, 
sons of the measure ; hut urging 
ins Speedy appearance at the^seal 

of. guveriiineiil. 

Such was tlic.gtatc of things ni 


(Vilonihia during the interval be- 
tween the assembling of congress, 
ami llie arrival of liolivar at Bogo- 
ta, ill ijhedimice to the vote fd* con- 
gress relijsing'io acciqii his renun- 
ciation ofotiice. He made liis en- 
try into the caj'iiol on the Hhh of 
ScpU'inher. About a league t'roin 
the eitv he was met hy the civil 
and miltiun atiiliorities ofCiiiidi- 
naniarca, who, in the name (d tho 
iiihahitants of' that department, 
addresM-d the Liberator in term?' 
expressive of the hopes they en- 
n*rtained tiiat the event would 
he the pn’liide to a re.estaftlidi- 
iiieiit td‘ harmony among the rlit- 
* feriiig interests of the nation, ami 
the opening of a new era »d‘ 
prosperity to the h*{Mihlie, The? 
Liberator in repiv . deelan-d his sin- 
cere itilenlion to dedicate his ser- 
vici's to his count rv, and his hopes 
that he might conl«hule to restore 
trampiiliity, and to fasten anew the 
ties of union, which unhappy dis- 
sensions had well ni^h rent aMin- 
dcr. Sliorilv allerw arils he* was 
im*i l»\ a deputation from congvcs.s, 
who mt'orined hiui, that hodv was 
now a»emhled, and readv to atti nd 
to Ins iiistaliation ;>s president. 
.Accoinpanied hv the nuthi>n;ies 
ami an immense concourse of citi- 
'/em*'. he prnceedeil lo the ciiuicli 
of St. I)omin*go. wlieiv congre*:'*- 
hai! a'Jscinhjed, and took ilio 
l>ath prc,srrihed hv* the consti- 
.lutioii, after wliich he pronoun 
ced an address of ilic following 
tenor : » 
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“ Wlioii I lii'st accepted the 
eliari^eof the prcsidencVi I proniis. 
ed to support the constitution as i*ar 
as lay in niy power, that is, as a 
soldier. — Pledged to the war ofin- 
depoiidciice, i marelicd to the 
south, and elVecttMl the liberty of 
ail that territory which was under 
the ^’panish dominion, 'riu; re- 
public was made entire. Peru rail- 
ed for the protection of ilie ('oloiii- 
bian arinv; and conlided its desti- 
nies to luy haiid> ; site named mo 
dictator. I triunipheil completely 
over her enemies : amj under tln> 
shade of the liberating ('otomhiau 
llarr, two sister republics were 
born, Peru and Bolivia. Discord 
divided (,'olombians. The north 
struggled to break the fundamental 
laws. Fratricidal canmm were 
rlmndering. I Hew to appease the 
tumult, and by a single decree re- 
established peuc^ and union. Pub. 
lie order and trampiillity were af- 
terw'ard.s restored. 'I'be congress 
heard the general cry of the na- 
tion, imperiously demanding reform. 
Tile grand convention was sum- 
moned, and by, this mf;ans con- 
gress lias saved the republic, 'riie 
uctuiil situation of ('olombia now 
merits tlic consideration of the con- 
gress, which must, in its wisrlom, 
weigh the measures f have sug- 
gested, and giv«; or 'deny to them* 
its approbation. 'I’be secn.-lary 
genera] will present the np-njorial.^ 
In spite of the di.smembe.rnient with 
which the republic has been 


threatened, ii^ spite of the almost 
anarch iai condition of the south of 
Colombia, 1 hope and even promise 
tho congress to deliver over into 
the liaiuls of the grand convention, 
the Republic of Colombia Vit££ and 
uxirEu.” 

Alter the ceremony of taking the 
oaths of qualilicatioii was comple- 
ted, Kie Liberator-president pro- 
cc‘e(lf;d to the govcrtuncrit house, 
w here he was received by the vice- 
president, the judiciary, and other 
executive oflicers of the govern- 
ment, and addressed by the vice- 
president us follows : 

After all the dcinoristralions of 
love, respect and conlidence, shown 
to you by the people, 1, who am 
al.so a member of the suprcniR ad- 
ministration of the state, must con- 
tine my-seif to expressing to you 
our grutilicalion in seeing you re- 
stored to the capital of the n'|)iib]ic, 
and in posM:s.si(iU of the supreme 
authority wliich the nation has con- 
ferred on you. What other wishes 
cun be ours than those which 
IKiw from hearts tiiat love their 
count rv, arc futtiiful to its institu- 
tions, anxious for its stability, and 
iritcreslod in your glory ! 'riicy 
are, ^assuredly, none other than to 
see the Republic again united un- 
der your authority, (be parlies 
which have distracted it desiroycil, 
[lublic (piiet re-established, the 
rights of lh(‘ people Hcnired, and 
the laws, liberty, equality, and 
vour Irau'ceiidaiit reputation, fri- 
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umpliuiit. Should t||is be tho re- 
suit of your edbrtsdn tho exorcise 
of the supremo natiouiil autho'rity, 
which we all expect with perfect 
confidence,* the vicissitudes of the 
republic ^iud the troubles® which 
have allhcted your miiul, us well 
as ours, will but have served as a 
crucibl(?to purify our love for li- 
berty, and I’or what renders cis de- 
.scrvhig of it, for the power and 
stability of (Vdoinliia, and for your- 
self. Wc will spare no efforts 
that may contribute to the traiupiil- 
lily and happiness of (\jiornbiu, and 
to the glory of our government.*’ 
Finally, to complete the cerenuN 
Hies of ihc occibioii, tliu fundgii 
agents and t/wrgu were presented 
to the Liberator on tho I.’hli, and 
made suitable addre>>cs ofeongra- 
tulation. « 

Bolivar was become, then, con- 
stitutional president of Colombia ; 
and had taken the oaths of fidelity 
to the constitution, a step whi( h 
there is much reason to fear he 
would not have taken, had he not 
been fully convinced, by the event* 
of the lust spring and summer, that 
the whole nutiuii, save a few mili- 
tary chiefs, were determined, cost 
wiiat sacrifices it would, to main- 
tain the liberties of their country to 
the last moment of their lives. But, 
notwithstanding the loud iiuiigiui- 
tion expressed by so many persons^ 
at the alleged designs of Bolivar, 
he hfid never, thus far, uttered any 
denial of the projects imputed to 


him : he had never disclaimed, 
he did not now disclaim, the inten 
lion of forcing the Bolivian code 
upon Columbia. llo continued, 
tlicrelbie, of • neer ^-.iu, an object 
of su.spicion ; but, in concert with 
congress and liis associates in the 
government, he proceeded to exert 
his elibris trj giv«; ellicacy to the 
and to pri;servc the public 
traiupiillity, until the* grand con- 
vention should ^a.''semblf‘. The de. 
crec for calling this great national 
a.sseint)]y having been jiussed and 
piomulgalei^ laftno he assiiinCLi 
the gov eminent, ho could iwjt but 
uetpiiesce in it, ulthuiigh it Wiisun- 
(ler'rioijil lllut lio Would lia\o prc- 

ibrred ati act. alfording greater 
faedilies for the iniroduelioii (U re- 
form. l)»»ul)(Uil a^ tiu' e\jM dienev 
of lilts m»-asijre .-ei'iiis tti u.«. yet. 
periiaps in (he actual crindition* of 
things, the fneuils yf liberty and of 
lli»'ir eoimlry, avoided a worse evil, 
l-.y Consenting to all that the hone'" 
refuriin is in Vein'/.ncia could ii?»k. 
It renmined for them iti till tlu-^con. 
veiition with nu n of experience, 
talents, lirninhs.s and tried repub- 
licanisin, who nuubt defend th<- 
righlsofthe people skilfullv asvvell 
as huldly, and defeat the plans of 
those w ho soiiglii to t .‘*lal»b'«ih tin- 
Bolivian code, with its pirpitual 
ijictalorsliip. Asihemo>t respeeta 
Ide portion of the Venc/nelian.-' u'e- 
sired only to ebang* the fertn ot' 
llio govcrmiieni into a fede 
ral nnion, in place nf the eenlrn 
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Msfeni, It \ras liopi’d that thc},^ 
uiiitcil with the iVioiuJs ofthe rxist- 
ing constitution, would at least chii- 
stituto a powerful majority in favour 
of a republican poveu'iuneiif of some 
kind, ami thus pr('>( r\e ('olomhia 
Irorn the dis;Trurc of liccomiiiir a 
monarcliy, under whatever name 
or j)rctCMce the renal .authority 
nii^ht he disnuis<'d. 

Connress havinn been convened 
by Santander, for the sole purpose 
of administeriii" the oaths of otiice 
to Koii\ar, one of his first acts, 
after beinn installed, '\as to eon* 
timie that bfidy in >( ssion, in order 
to receive hi.seommuiiieaiionsontlic 
suljject of the northern dej»arf. > 
meiits, and upon tlie netierai eondi. 
tionof the repuhlic. Deeming the 
Mateof(iiJa\a(piii unequallt urgent 
ohject of attejiticm, Ihdivar issued 
the' following siunuliir prorlama- 
tion, the fievt day after liis entry 
into Ijonola. 

“ Inliahiianls tif (luav;u|uil ! 'I’he 
Ujrrenf ofcitd di>s»;nlioos lj.i> hur- 
lied Sou on to \our [»resent imhap. 
py condition. Yon are the \irtims 
of the lot uhich you slioiihl have 
.'sounht to shun at ail hazards. \ on 
arc not cul[>ahle', and no people 
ever is, beeause the people desire 
only jusiicf., repose, and liherly ; 


eiTofieoiis or oenncioiis sontiinetit!^ 
tirdinarilv belong only to their lead- 
ers they are the causes of public 
cal.imiiies. 1 know you, and you 
know me, ami we cannot fail to un- 
derstand each other. Let those 
will) si'(*k to mishuid yon, desist 
then, that we may embrace once 
more, like allcctionate brothers, 
muier the slr.uh; of the laurels, the 
law s, and the reimwii of Colombia. 

“ (Jovernmeiit House in Bo;,mta, 
Sept( mlier 1 1th, 

“ Holivak.'’ 

The next day, Uolivar restored 
the several secretaryships to the 
lootmii upon which they stood prc- 

vimis to his return from IVrii, the 
ollice of scerelary ^'enernl being 
alMilished. 'rhrreupon, Kestrepo. 
Ilie lali’ seeretai) general, submit- 
ted to cbiign ss an elaborate expo- 
sition of the proceedings of Holi- 
var, in tjie north-eastern depart- 
ments, all which were sanctioned. 
Confirmed, and coiilinm'd in force 
liv the follow ins derrei-, wliicli mas 
he cfiii'-idj-Ved as a sort of iiniver- 
std imlemnily act, giving the so- 
lemnity of law to his ilisposilioiis 
there, and slielleriiig himself from 
any siih.serpierit imputation of iiii- 
coiivtitutiorial conduct in this he- 
half. 


/>crcc rohlinnin^ in J'nrrr flir Rt'itnhtlKins of flu fjihrrafi>i\ Vrrshlrnf in 
flit' Ihparlmn fs of fhr " 

The Snuitc and Uousvnj Rt prf snifafirrs of fliv RffmUirof Colombia, in 
« Conorf;.\.\ fissrmblfd, 

111 view o| tliii inciijnnal of the se- rh:irg<d wiih the fiini'tions of Hfneta- 
■ of stute and forcip.-i Il lation.*, .ry general of the hiherator-Frcii- 

■ \\. I,,-.- liii I,|i. f.| .Ir.rrr 
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/ent, unitf'r thtfi m thr^Otli instunt, 
'vlicieiJi ho ;iivcs .'locoynl to congre.ss 
of the ooiuliiifHi of the (Jppaiiiiieiiiiof 
JSiiliii, Matin ill, Vem-ziiolii, and «)ii- 
nocu; and id' the ine isuros taKeii t y 
the Libeialor Pre>idcni, iindei ilie iiii- 
pcr.itivc no|'('ssiiy of circuiniinincoa ; 
and consi(hMiii;i'. 

• 1. 'J'h ll tin- |;pin;ral confiisiori of 
thrso (iepaitinuiis rx icIlmJ piompt 
and (‘inracions leinediii-* : 

*2. 'rhal*lhe h.ippi it* istahlishiiioiit 
of tho poar-o and iiaii(](iilliiy of *aid 
dopaitment^, is piinnpallv iiuiii<; to 
the nitasuies adopted hv ilie Libria- 
tor l*residont, to re-oij'anize them; 
aiifl the pieseivation of blesMii^s so 
* p/tecions, is the fust duty of ioii;'uss: 
•S. 'I'liaf Miffn lent lime lias not 
elapsed, to be enabb d to jnd^e by 
their effects, ttbeihei tin se r«'::td<iiioiis 
acroiiifjli^h all the utij*‘ets nf public 

Utilitv, uhir h the I abet . dor t lesnlent 
proposed to himself in dirtatinj' ilieiii; 
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Art The measure’, taken by the 
Liberatorl'rfsident in ilo' depanineiils 
of Siilia, Malinin, Vnie/mda, and 
(trinoeo, aiul uhieh are Mill in*l’otee, 
sh.iJI e.ontinne to he oIiscivimI at the 
diVretion of the excenti^c power; 
whieh m.iv modify, and gradually le- 
rstablish legal order, eonforiiiabiy to 
the denee. of the 'inli of June last, in 
whole or in part, areoiding is may he 
deemed r.onvenient, in icferenre to 
•‘xisiing cirnimstance^. 

Dated ’ll Jio;o)ta, fsepi' inbcr 2dth, 
I6-;7. • 

Soon afterwards, tho extraordi. 
nary session of congress termina- 
ted, without passing any other liiwi, 
which it is very material to our 
plan, to mention. Colombia con- 
tinued to all Hpponranro tmiKpiil, 
down, to the closo of the year. 
Paez had published a very pacific 
proeln^ation in Veneznelu.exhofi- 
-ng all persona to maintam unity 


and good order, and patiently await 
th<3 meeting of the convention. No 
political event of any moment oc- 
curred in the departments under 
his coinniand, Unless the arbitrary 
Lariishinent of Uafacl Dominguez 
he considered such an one. This 
person had distinguished himself as 
editor of the Colibri newspaper in 
Caraccas, by the freedom of his re. 
marks on the proceedings of the 
government ; which, as too frequent- 
ly happens, tended rather to exas. 
jKTatc party animosity, than pro- 
miMe any useitil purpose. Bolivar, 
on the other hand, anxious perhaps 
to annihilate the disgraceful publt- 
eaiions is>ued from the press of 
('artajena, ('aruccus, and other 
places, previous to his leaving the 
northern departments, directed tho 
ifilendiints of tlic departments, to 
cause to be collected and burnf, 
all fiapers, which appeared during 
the late period of public excitement, 
in which individuals were assailed; 
that every thingcalculated toawaken 
acrimonious feelings might be 6u. 
* ried in forgetfulness, and the de- 
cree of amnesty and .oblivion pase- 
, ed by congress, be carried into full 
cftect. We have nothing elne to 
record, except the earthquake, 
which happened at Bogota, Nov 
vember Knh, and produced very 
exWmsive and 'serious injury to 
public building^, and many pri- 
vaip. dwellings ; the* whole loss 
being estimated at several mil- 
. lions. 

28 
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All men seemed disposed to hope 
for the best from Bolivar’s future 
conduct. They, who had been his 
firmest adversaries, befruii to form 
a new series of expectations. It 
was perfectly plain, and had been 
for nine months pusi,tiiai if Bolivar 
would but decidedly express his 
adherence to the constitution, every 
vestige of opposition vtould dis. 
appear instantly. He held the 
means of peace or war in his 
hands. 

This justly celebrated man had 
once been the idol of* the sternest 
republicans, proud to have him as 
their head and their champion ; and 
they heartily wished his glory rniglu 
again be the most brilliant orna* 
ment of Colombia. They were 
far from admitting that his fame 
had reached its climax, and that 
there remained no additional lau- 
rels for him t»*gathcr. They con- 
ceived that a noble field wus now 
opened for him, by entering which, 
he might encircle his name with a 
purer splendour than it had ever 
yet worn. This ne w patli to fame 
consisted in 1 k.<} oiUaining a com- 
plete triumph over no less a person 
than the great hero of the south 
himself, the founder of three nu- 
tions ; the man of his age. B(di. 
rtr had triumphed over every 
thing, even dishonour itself; luii 


it remained tfor him to triumph ovei 
himself— his dwn ambitious pas- 
sions, and his own pernicious pro- 
; to triumph over the inloxi- 
cation of bis prosperity, liis power, 
and the da/./liiii! spieiiduur of his 
own glory, 'riii^ was a IriiiiMph 
which fVecinen would det>ni it an 
honour for Bolnar to aclue\e. lie 
had created three ffreai republics 
by the impulse of his creiiius. and 
the power of his armeil rigit hand: 
and it ouly remained for him, that 
he should bend Ids genius and bis 
courage to the empire of the law', 
the only empire corresponding to 
his pre-cinineiu stTVices ; ilitii at 

the head of the nation he should 
condescend to be the first subject 
of the constitution, proceeding step 
by step in the course it prescribed ; 
that he slioiild free himself of the 
servile and selfish advisers, who 
.sought to niakc his elevation to su- 
preme power the means of gr.iiify- 
ing their own ainldtioii, atui udniit 
to his private counsid none hut such 
ifien us Mi’iiflo/u, Saiitandcr, Sou- 
■hlctt*;, (’asiilln, Restrcjio, Varga- 
ra, and other trii ii friends of lludi 
country : and doing all this, he 
would establish ilie liberties of I'o- 
lomldn on a foiiiidalion of adiimant. 
which the lapse of yeurs could not 
shake. 
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!V/’JX — HuhViii tn Pi/U — /)rjntrfs in Stjtir/nhfr- — ///a ColnU’il — Conf>fts.\ 
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mit — Arts <if the Provinrt of fJ nut- -Tarn iKU ft dissents — Other Provin- 
res unaniifwns for the Holirian i'ode — Supreme i'ourt rtf uses to ratify 
their Votes — ('onnUd h\j the MunicipAlity of Lima — Decree of the 
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Life — lie is proelainiuLand the I'onsHtution sirorn to — Dissatisfac- 
tion — Third Idvision of the ('ofondjian Arnn/ — /<«r<i jterceirts their 
Discontent — Conspirney tf the Patriots — Colombian Troops declare 
atrainst Holivar — I'ondnet of the Couneii — P,ustamnnte\s Proclama- 
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In the new states of South Atno- it deeoroiis to make and repeal an 
rica, revolution siiceeeds to revolu- ordinary law . The reeenl revolu- 
tion with hasty steps ; and the tion in I'r.ar, is a remarkable in- 
history of eaeh year aflords some stanee of tins ; for, of the bloodless 
striking example of naiivinil vicis. ehan;i:os whicliliave taken plage in 
silude, as complin* as unexpeeted^ the stnilh, none, perhaps, has been 
One ephemeral LV'vennueiit fol. nmie memorj>l)ie, whether for its 
low's after another, ri>iii;: ami fall- exfraordiniln suddbnnesSf for the 
in{i with strange rapidity, like the eireuinMancc s atlendin^ it, and the 
waves eliasino e:o li other a]oii!» eousetpienres which have ensued, 
over the, faee of the s«’a, tlie fore, or the inihu'nee it has exercised, 
most soon lost in those wlurh liurrv aiul is lik<'l\ to exereise, upon con- 
on Itehind it. (’onslitulituis are temporary e\vMiis in the neighbour- 
made, sworn to, ami aniuilh d, in:i eoimlries. 
seemingly, \Mtli greater le\ity, than’ (hir history of the year lSi6, 
we, iti th<; soht r progress i.f aili.iis left IVTu in tht^ month «>f Septcin. 
in .the I'nitod Slates, should itiink . her. when Bolivar departfil for Co. 
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lombia. His long tlclay, iiftur lie 
had received intelligence of the in- 
surrection of Paez, was a subject 
of ni}stery, and afierwards of sus- 
picioD ; but was ar Iasi foo clearly 
disclosed. The surrender of the 
fortresses of Callao, by etfeciiiig 
the liberation of Peru from the last 
reniiiaiit of the Spanish armies and 
iuHuence, had accomplished tlie 
object for which Bolivar and his 
Colombian troops l:ud marched to 
Peru. The contimiuiice of the 
auxiliary army in the country, was 
an intolerable expense ; and for 
no proper object, which the Peru- 
vians could discern. But that of 
Bolivar himself was yet more inex. 
plicable. By one plausible pre- 
text and another, he contrived to 
preventthe assembling of a regular 
congress in 1820, and thus retain- 
ed the supreme authority, although 
without any vote of the nation, or 
of any body of persons (jutitled to 
speak the voice of the naiiun. For 
if the delegates of 182t5 were not 
legally 'a congress, tliey wore not 
legally any thing ; and of course, 
their vote, continuing Bolivar in 
power, merely carried* the scin- 
bianco of auliiority, but possf;.-sed 
none of its substance. Hence the 
growing jealousy of Bolivar in 
Peru, gave rise to couspinicies, 
which enabled him. to strengthen 
his power, by hanislung some of 
the firmest' republicans ; and thus 
Peru lostf for a timr, thr. M’rvicfi.s 
of Luna Pizarro, iVicocIu a, and 


others of he^r patriots. But llu?> 
carried abroad with them such 
an idea of his intentions, as con- 
tiahiucd to till (.'hilo, and the 
pnoiiici's of La Plata, with alarm; 
which,' being out of ibc reach of 
his power, they scrupled not freely 
to express. And, wliatcver un- 
willingness the Peruvian: rnighl 
have ftdt to distrust tin; iiitcgritv 
of bis viirus ; whatever rcluc- 
taiicii to accuse him of aiming at 
tyranny, their gratitude for his 
eminent srr\ ices might inspire, his 
last acts it) IVrii, loft them no altor- 
iiutive. 

Long helorc he (piittcd Lima for 
(luayaipiii, ho well knew that civil 
war threatened to stain tin) plains 
of the A pure, and that nothing hut 
his uuaocountahle absence occa- 
sioned the danger. But he tlid not 
leavi; ji long' uncertain for uliiif 
object lie remained. It was ovi- 
dent he wished to per|)<;tuate his 
power over Peru, aud after impos- 
ing the Bolivian code uprm the 
people, to.imile ('•jlomhia, and the 
hwo i*ei'u.’i under In’s aulliority as 
pre^itfeiit for life. Kver and anon 
it was given out that lie was on llie 
point ofdeparling; and tlien ujjoii 
deputations wen; got up by his ad- 
lierents, to entreat him to remain 
for the sake of Peru, aud sacrifice 
Ills own wishes in her hehalf, by 
ret»aining the pf)\v»:r wliich he was 
tinxioiis to I'l-sign. 7’liese tlcviccs 
were kf!pt in [day iinl.il he had 
foinpletcd his arrangements jor 



t.‘j*ta\»lishing his diclal^rship, afs h« 
confidently bclicvuil, in Bolivia, 
Peru, and the southern dcjiart- 
ineuts of Colombia, which liCOv a- 
dio (Ju'/maii was despatched to re- 
vululionizJ. We have adverted to 
•the machiiiory by which the latter 
object was eifected ; and it was 
not lon#» after this was done, ere 
Bolivar set out for \ciie>#uela, 
which he designed for the next 
scynie of his opt.Tations. Our first 

business now is to show how his 
• • • 
object was ellected in I*erii. 

On his departure ho committed 
ids usurped authority to a council 
of government, consisting of gene, 
ral Andres Santa (Viiz as presi- 
dent, J). Jose do Jjarrea y Loredo, 
niinisfer of the treasury, D. 'fuinas 
Mercs, minister of w'ar and marine, 
and D. Jose Maria do Pando, rni- 
ijister of state. Tlic Coloinhian 
troops garrisoned the towns of 
Peru, many of whose troops had 
been transported to the isthmus, 
so as to leave the country in the 
hands of Bolivar's generals, Lara 
and Sands, and of tlie army jiiidoiP 
their command, 'fhe government 
was then^i'ore a military despotism^ 
in the pure sense of the term ; 
and a iiiilitary despotism of ;hc 
worst Idiui, hceuuse admi nisi cued 
by Jho subaltern ollicers of a .siie- 
e.essful general, responsible only 
to liim for their acts, and sustained 
by an imposing standing army ; 
the general, his ollicers, and liis 
troops, being ail foreigners, and 


governing the country as conquer- 
ors. The business of the council 
of government was to procure the 
adoption of the Bolivian consiitu. 
tion in Peru, .and the election of 
Bolivar himself as perpetual presi- 
dent or dictator for life. The 
means by which they accomplished 
their task appear in a memorable 
collection of documents printed in 
Lima, at “the press o? liberty,” in 
December in all the luxury 

of tvpograpliy, entitled “ Coiisfitu- 
tioii tor the I'eriivian Republic.” 
k is an cv ting monument of 
the laborious ellorts of Bolivar to 
give to bis usurfiation the colour of 
.legal title by free election, publish- 
ed under the hand of himself and 
his creatures, and therefore to be 
considered as an autliorifative dc- 
vclojiement of his views. 

When the deputies of the con- 
gress fif asvembletl, it is 

known to our readers, that a por- 
tion of its members subscribed a 
representation, «!eclaring that body 
to hi? dissolved; or rather declaring 
it to he impossible it should ever be 
legalK organi/.'il.. The fifiy-lwo 
delegates who subscribed the in- 
strument, were induced, partly by 
threats, and partiv by promises, to 
sign the evidence of their own in- 
competency ; the whole procedun; 
Ueiiig a device to prevent the or- 
ganization of p body, wjneh, there 
vyas go|)d. reason to ^clieve, would 
.speak out boldly concerning the 
• political condition of the country. 
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'riif object was ctfcctcd by the pre- 
text, tliat eighteen of the depuiiea 
had received from their coiisthn- 
ents full autlutrity to deliberate on 
public aflfairs, when the deenn for 
convoking the congress rclerred on- 
ly to spccitir subjects. For this rea- 
son, their election was declared to 
be void. There remained m Ijiiiui 
blit fifty.two deputies, whose in- 
structions wore suilicienily limr.ed 
to meet the views ol the Liberator, 
^iow seveniv dob-yatos lu-iiig re- 
quisite to const iiute a i{uonin\ of 
two thirds of the persons elected, 
it followed, tliai when eighteen or 
twenty were decreed to have been 
unlawfully elected, ilu; ri'St would 
be insutfieient to nmstitutc a quo. 
rum for i!io trare^action of business. 
The regular cot jrso in such a case, 
would have been, for these fifty- 
two to meet, organize the body 
provisionally, a. id take measures 
to compel the attemlatsco of a part, 
or all of the thirty. five absent d«'le- 
gates; ^wbich they miglil easily 
have done. Insload of this, whieb 
would not have answered the pur- 
poses of Bolivar, they were imlu- 
ced to subscribe a declaration of 
political suicide. 

This servile instrument is ad- 
dressed to the council of govern- 
ment, and dated, Lima, April tilst, 
1820 . It begins by iliscoiirsing in 
good set phrases upon the tofdc, 
which then pehaded all the pijhli<? 
acts of Bolivar, us it has of evfiry 
other aspirant nft»'rKiiprem»- power ' 


before him; namely, iliai the pniini^ 
ry atul surest safeguard of the 
rigids of man, is general equality 
iiiiuor the law, while a strong arm 
sustains its integrity, beneath whose 
potent sway, the institutions of the 
country ilouri h in tranquillity ; 
while peace, prosperity and abun- 
dance (bnv iVoiu ii, as ‘Vmn'an ever, 
springing fountain of healih. To 
attain these blessings, they hinted, 
it was iiecess.ir) that social order, 
thft rhild of oh(‘dii*nco and repose, 
shoiibi he protected by one whose 
pre-cimueii; services rendered iiiin 
Wwrih) lobe the deposi.aiy ol sovc. 
reigiii), and wiio could exercise it 
only iodiliiise uimorsal happiness. 
Rigid adherence to the laws of the 
land ; resistance »o the turbulent 
sjiird of imiovaiiori ; absolute sor- 
viiit) to a foreign nuliiarv usurper, 
to transl.itc their meaning into plain 
language, was the first, they almost 
aflirined, the onl\ duly worthy of a 
goofl citizen and upright member 
of a civilized cominunitv. From 
this sulijrci the transit ion was 
t’asy to ll»e inconvenience of hav- 
ing a ib'libcrative Imfly assemble, 
yhose members, or any portion of 
them, hail hei u iiivesicd by their 
cork<iitueuts with authority to in- 
quire info the cdiararfer and mea- 
sures of the goveriin.enf, or to at- 
tempt to amruid its organi/.alion. 
Jts assembling, they said, could 
produce nothin" but disordrr, mid 
tiiiis^riiri counter to the great duty 
of a citizen, as they had |ireviou;d\ 
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stated it, tliat ot' implicit obedience 
to the existing laws, and srriipu. 
lous avoidance ul all altenipt's to 
interfere with the inarcli of a pa;er- 
iial goveriiiiient. These con&ide- 
rations safislietl then), tliul il a legal 
• meeting of cwngi'e.''S could he had, 
it would he ine\[»edienl ; and lor 
the realms hefore explained h\ us, 
the defective powers of soinet>ftiie 
deh^ates, a legal iiieiMiiig was de- 
chared to he iinpos-^dile. If so, why 
Jllien shoujd the delegi^tes continue 
in Lima, tu lose their lime, heroine 

involved in perplexing ipiestioiis, 
and by emharrassing the operations 
of the adnnnislration, paralizo the 
noble plans and heneiicent views 
oftlic supreiiu; uuthoriiy of J*eru ! 

Having thus reached, hy means 
satisfactory to themselves, the CJin- 
elusion, tiuit they should iiiueli 
jiarm, and no good, hy remaining 
at Ijima, the governim'nt being in 
the hands of tlu' man who seemed 
appointial hy Providence to fultii 
the ha|>py tieslinies of Peru; the de. 
Icgati.'S coiieeivcil that they slmuld 
best correspond to the hope.^of liif; 
people, by continuing that estraur- 
>linary power w hich the constituent 
congress deposited in his hcticfii ent 
hands; that power which lic.ac- 
eepted with repugnance, which lie 
h^fl exercised with vvoiiderfut mo* 
deration, and which his own glory 
would cause him to resign with 
sublime disiniorostedncss. C'erlain* 
ly hft would resign it ; but this he 
eiaild not do. until the lime wheii, 


peace being deeply rooted in the 
land, and the ibuiidations of the 
public good firmly established 
through lim empire of the law, and 
the citizen who should succeed in 
diri;ciing siiip of stale, indica- 
ted hy the express and umimiuous 
vole of the nation, he sliould have 
disriiargcd lh(.' (hligaiii>ii which hc 
volunlurily asMiimd on accepting 
his trti.<»t, hy soiemnly promising not 
to uhandoii t)ie*cumitry , so long as 
his j.rcsciico was demanded for its 

imioiitmtlmice, its iiiterriai freedom, 

and ih<‘ political organization of the 
republic. 'I'liis period had not yet 
arrived. 'Pliey were not ignorant 
• liow’ insupportable was the exercise 
of sucli extraordinary power to the 
extreme delit aey of the Lihera- 
t»»r's leelings. Hut he should re- 
lied. that honour was atlainublc 
not on iIk‘ tiehi of battle alone ;*t'or 
glory equally dur;khlo, arose t'rom 
the s.ieni'uu' of repose, and of our 
diaie.Ni alfeciions, when consecra- 
ted to the e.sUihlishment of oui 
comilry's pn)sj>criiy. The repub- 
lic deinatulcd this Micritice of Holi- 
Y.i.r; aii.i, vvouKI ,not permit lii.s 
ahandnument of her, because the 
permanence of his present power 
was the first interest of Peru. And 
they obscurely iiituiiate, in a clause 
which probably they did not fully 
Vvnn|irehend Ihemselvcs, but to 
which subsequent events imparted 
9 terri|)le.$ignilicanA\ that nothing 
less could secure the public peace, 
than the elevation of Holivar, not as 
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constitutional president, but under 
some other mysterious qualifica- 
tion, to supreme authority in both 
Colombia and Peru. 

Such is the tenor of this singular 
address. It concludes, as may 
readily be conceived, by suspend- 
ing the convocation of the congress 
to the c lining year; by recom- 
mending to the government to con. 
suit the provinces in the mean time, 
as to the form of constitution which 
they severally desire ; and to pro- 
cure from them a nomination of the 
citizen who shall cxerpisc the su- 
preme authority. 

Following the address, there is a 
decree of the council of govern- 
ment, submitting it, on account of 
the grave nature of its contents, 
to Bolivar himself ; who immedi- 
ately returned it, with a comnumi. 
cation as singular as the address, 
whose object, he said, he entirely 
approved. Nothing was more con- 
formable to popular doctrines, than 
to consult the nation in tlie mass, 
upon' those two capital points 
whereon states are founded, the 
fundamental laws, and thv supreme 
magistracy. Select bodies were 
liable to errors, or corruption ; hut 
not so the people, who possessed 
in a pre-eminent degree, the know, 
ledge of their own interests, and 
the measure of their independence. < 
Their judgiqent was for this rea- 
son pore, andMhoir will .strong;* 
and consequently, they could nei- 
ther be cornipted nor intimidated. 


For these cc^nsiderations, Bolivar 
said, he highly approved the 
plan of the fifiy.two delegates, 
of 'referring to the people them- 
selves, the legitimutc source of 
power, to decide upon the consti- 
tution of Peru ; for he had irrefra. 
gable proof of their perspicacity in 
affairs of the greatest moment; and 
therefore always preferred their 
opinions to those of the wise. And 
to ascerlfiin the wishes of the pec ■ 
pie, it was proper they should be 
consulted through their immediate 
representatives, the electoral col- 
leges of the provinces. And how- 
ever anxious he might be to return 
to Colombia, which demanded his 
presence, yet he was resolved to 
postpone all (»ther considerations 
for the advantage of Peru. 

TIiin aocume;it disclosed the ma- 
chinery, by which Bolivar ealcii. 
lated to accomplish his ambitious 
designs. A congress of delegates, 
composing the selected wisdom of 
the nation, he could not trust ; be- 
cause he knew they must and 
wt)uld ace through the flimsy dis- 
guises which concealed his object. 
B;it the electoral colleges wcrc« 
small and scattered bodies, whom 
ho might easily intimidate into 
adopting any code of laws which 
he should dictate ; and who 
would not be very ready to oppose 
a. fruitless resistance to the over- 
whelming power of Bolivar, with 
the Colombian army at his back. 
His flattering expressions of coofi- 



deuce lu the wisdom 9i‘ the people 
wore, in such circumslances, a 
.solemn mockery ; for however 
.suiiiiil ini^ht he tlieir jud^iiiLiit 
when fairly exercised and upon 
due e.xaniihalioi], what an insult to 
roiiiiiion .son.se it Wii.s, to land the 
eorrcctne.s.s of tlioir r»pinitins, wlioii 
they (lafrd to express iioin* l)Ut 
such as wore s('l doun for theln to 
report, by the military cbieOaisi 
wl^> llii'o rub'll the natiijiif Kur 
imlwithstandiriL' tbe parydo of froe- 
ilorn wilb wbicli, as \vr' shall pn*. 
sently see, Ibilivar \\a.« eleefed prr- 
polual presiilent of Pern, yet tbe 
brief diiralion of bis pn\v«'i\ and tbe 
abuo'ily of tbe Peruvians to deliver 
dieni.selvos from if, spoke volnines 
''.oncornmjf tbe miiimer in wbicli 
it uetually was forced upon tbe 
country. • 

, fin: eoniu’il of nrovernmeiil be. 
!>aii by ordeniiir a eensn.s of the 
whole nation, preparatorv lu eon- 
vol.iii:; the I'b'ctoral eolleijes ; but 
iheelin^ with ditlieuliies in lidv, 
Ihey driermim d to proceed widi- 
tail a previous e,iMii-.er;itiou oi’ the ' 
people, or any e!ia:i»^e in llm basis 
uj^ re|»reseiitatiori. A'’e»irdin:itv, ^ 
ip'ular letters, writ! 'ii in tin* name 
ol Molivar ami the e'luneii, we^v 
i.s.s(ied from tbe olfiec of the minis, 
ter of the inierior, .lost? .M. de Pan- 
do, dated .Inly Isf, addressed to 
Iho sevi'ral prefects of cb-parfments, 
(tomniandinfr'tbeiii to assemble the 
electofal colbr^es in iiie province.s 
under their euinmiiiid r€^pectivclv. 


and submit tor tliuir sanction the 
project of a constitution, a copy of 
which aceoinpaniod each circular 
letter. Thi.s constitution was nci" 
tber more nor less tliun the Boli* 
viaii code, .slightly altered, so as to 
adapt its provisions to Peru, but 
retaining all the odinuf; features of 
that felicitous creation of tbe Li* 
berator’s wistioiii ; its cumbrous 
and unwieldy Icgislaiurc of three 
branches, liibiines, senators, and 
cen'‘ors, the latter holding office 
Ibr Jifo ; with a president for life. 
Awihout resppn.sibility for the acts 
of his administration, having tlio 
treasury, tiie military force, and 
«il) a|>pointmonts, in his disposal, 
and the right of nominating ids 
sueee.ssor. 

'riie circular set forth tbe criti- 
cal situation of tbe republic, w hicli 
wa.s destitute of any fundaincntlil 
laws ; tiie impertV’iions of thn 
constitution prepareil by ibo con- 
siinieiii congress, at a time when 
i!;:' coniitrv was torn bv rival far- 
tmns. and the bo!.;s of the enemy 
oeeiipied its soil : the succession 
i C piddle iyis!i’r!unf;s, v.ldcli had 
endrd oidvliv creating “the Ire 
mnidous powir i>f the dictator* 
.ship the glorious effects of the 
victories ot’ .Inidn and Ayacucho 
gained iiruler his auspices ; and 
tl»4' singular in'nleraiinii and wis. 
dom of him, who had employed 
alv«obitn^pqwer solely lor the pub» 
liv good, and who longed for tho 
lime to arrive vvlicji be might di- 
‘>0 
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vest iiiniMjll' of ilio painful burdcij 
of uniiinited authority, [t conclud- 
ed \vitli the Ibllowing rccoiiiincii- 
dation : 

•‘The political code prodcutiMi 
by the Liberator to the congress 
of liolivia is the production of 
a transceiuient genius, and is 
destined to form an epoch in the 
history of civilized societies. Hith- 
erto it had appeared impossible to 
reconcile tlie greatest possible* sum 
of the liberty and intlnence of the 
citizens, with the rohust organiza- 
lion of an executive ,< 1 * conceived 
as to exercise his important tone- 
lions without prejudicial trammels, 
or facility to make himself a usur 
per, and a legislative poucr so 
well constituted in all iN parts that 
Os movements should not present 
even the sliglitest possibility of oli- 
garchical l\ runny, of prccipiiancy 
in the enafitnn’nt uf hiws, mir of 
puraUziiig shocks ami contlicts, 
which are tlie shoals on whifh po- 
pular assuinhlies have coiitimiaily 
liecn wrecked, 'i’iie council of 
tiovcrnment cannot hesitate, there- 
fore, in oflerjng (or (he national 
sanction this rcntarkuhle work of 
experienced vvis'iom, with such 
small modifications as may adapt 
it to the circumttam e.s offiiir coun- 
try ; nor can they ahstaiii from 
raising liieir voieti on this solemn 
occasion, to f:.\lior( the IVnivians 
to accept thf»> benelicent constiln- 
ioe. which promi.ses lin-m fl.r the 


fnliirc long ^ays of repose and tc • 
licity." I 

'Vhis ciiTulnr liaving laien lor- 
warded to the several prelects, was 
acted upon without delay, in every 
part of the republic ; and the next 
set of dticnmenls in the collecfion^ 
is the acts of the electoral colleges 
of all the tirtv-iiine provinces into 
wliifh the republic, is divided : 
and all of them, with a degree ol 
unanimity winch would be w;on- 
dorful, not to say impossible to at- 
tain, unless sinister means had been 
used to bring it uhont, accepted 
the jdaii of constitution, ami no- 
tiiiimtcd P»ull\ar fur jnesident iimh . 
it. 'I'o enter into explanations ol 
all these acts, would In* tedious ami 
uriprotitaldc ; we tula* (hat of Lima 
the capital, a.s an example, hv 
whicli all tin; re.'^t of them may In. 
correctly appreciated. It is stated 
that e\erv engine of intimidatim 
and corruption wa.s |)ut in iT(|iiisi 
lion, to obtain this ic.sull. A1 
means were emphned to securf 
the appointment of idectors, in tin 
collwge.s, l;ivourai»h; to the \iew8 o 
IJolivar. In very many instance.^ 
the names of the per.-Miiis to lx 
cho.Mjn wen; gi\cn to the pc‘ople h 
14.; |.i efects. Hlank forms of aji 
proval, it is also said, of the pro 
ject of cwmtitMtion, n*ady to lx 
.siginal by tin: electors, vrero truii-s 
iiiitted iVoni the capital to the^ pn* 
vinccs. OftheimriHMliale iulluemc. 
Iiv wliicfi the sigiialurry of appro 



\ a\ were procured, our I’catlerH may 
judge from the siiigh: Tact, tiiat in 
the \uty hall of sitting at Lima, an 
otliccr named Freyria, a sateiiilc 
of liolivar's, made use of throats 
to compel a majority of the elec- 
lors to adopt tjie constitution, and 
nominate the Fjiberator as presi- 
dcfU. Irtdeed, the simple eircniii. 
stam.e of the perfect nminimifv of 
all tly: provinces in a whole nation, 
iiptn the suhjee« »)f a complicated 
constitnlion^of j;overnriuvit, coiielu- 
sively prov«;s that flic j.'«'«)plc cither 
blindly ga\e up their judgments to 
the dictator, or else felt that they 
wi-re not pernhiled to deliberate 
and judge for themselves. 

'file act of the province and city 
ol' Linui, is in these words : 

'• In the city ol* Limii, capjtal of 
flu- rcpiihlic of Fcm, August hitli, 
The paroclii.il elc«‘tois ol* tin? 
Iirovinco being ii.sM iiihlcii in (h«‘ ball 
of the nniicrsily of Sun Mutcos, I'cr 
till! purpose ol'ilisi:h:iriiiiigllic subiiiuo 
Trust r()ijiinirted to them by llicir eon- 
.stitui Ilfs. :ind of expressing tin- voles 
of ilie people, on those points whieli 
most nearly loneb their line libeily 
nd future stability; liaving ,beeii • 
mvin-d by the goveriiiiienl fo st'coiul 
the beiielieeiil views of the ilej \:ales 
T'jAoiigiess, to leiiiove the dilliiMilies , 
embarrassments wlnreiii they 
were involved ill theoiit.M t, and wliicli 
would have shipwrecked the vessel t»f 
slate witiiont reeonrse. if the disaster 
liad not been prevented by well con- 
sideiT'il resort to the eb'ctoral power, 
the primary fountain of ,dl j'.ow- 
Mfs: ^ 

“ Reduced fotlic necessity of seek- 
ing ad)^aiitage where it j*an he found, 
and of repelling evil to a distaiire^hy 
whatsoever me, ms ; aiidtiUight in flie 


school of adversity, m which our coiii- 
|Kitriots liavc tak*‘n biller lessons, and 
witiial, ine/heacious ones : 

“ Hliuddeiiiig at the iiorrid prospect 
of such evils, wliereof already we, 
have had sad expeiicnce ; and en- 
vious, so to speak, of the rapid flight 
of the republic of Bolivia almost at 
its hir.h, of the happy Jot which awaits 
iicr, and of the majestic pan w inch she 
is desliiiud, ere long, to pl.iy among 
tin iiinsT splendid n,itii>M«, proud ol 
lier constitution, and oflicr n.ime : 

“ tVjIliiigio hear the Jaiigu:i:i4^ ol 
reason and |l•elil:^, rei o'ih d hy ilui 
jten of the greatest sago antoii^ iii' ii. 
ill this snhliiiic (.ode, pie'Cutci! ij\ lilt 
l/ih» laloi to Ills f.iVDiniO’ ilan.liier, ti* 
hi ikt: her as iiomoil d and .i^ >j!>iuons 
I l)\ III' inosf 

siliiil m.imfi si.Ji' 'd liie 
will, to fix llu‘ lot nf i>ni riMiiUrv, -o 
f,ir as ilrpcnds upon u'-. and to >tiip 
iimhitioii and other ignohle ).'as^iona 
of ill ' spf'riuus iliajit’i} w hi‘r« in they 
maln ionsly «‘over tin mxi'l'c'*, f'W the 
pui pose of lending in pici is tin- bosom 
of liie motln-i wlihh g.iu* ih«*m exist- 
eiic.e ; ieN|jondii\L’. to iln' application 
which the tiliy-lwo delegates to ctiii- 
grcs.s have made to ns tlirongli the gb- 
verimu'iil : taking into consideration 
with maiiirily and ilie most delihe- 
r.ite attention, the project of a consti- 
tution given hy tl’.c Liheratoi fi-r Bu- 
Inia, and adapted, with slight modili- 
c Uioii". for the rcpnhiic of i'ei* ; .yid. 
above all, iH-iinj assured by iltc decl.i- 
rationofilie pnidic .ipproval.expicsscd 
ill the most energi’tie in.mner in I'avonv 
of tliisprojci^ : — o!)s•■l^ing, moreover, 
that the j»l,in of social orgaiii/.ation 
tiaeed in this magna cli.iila, wlieioin 
powers are maiked out in all their fnl- 
i]i-.ss. prodneiiii:. .iH the last lesiilt. tlie 
most pel feet eipiilihi inin hetw een the li- 
berty of the people, and tin- '^ecniity ei 
the government; aiid eonsiilenng.fmal 
ly.*lliat, apart from the titles iif grati- 
tude, whieli .should ever unite ns witii 
'the illnstrious father of*oin poJitie.il 
e\!stenci' the idea of om perm.iiiein. 
siVll being is insepnnhlc lioni his 
prison, a;id jhiit he a^f’iie. a*id jw> 
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other, oii^liL to he that individnal, ve- 
nerable in years, pre-cniinenl in f:i- 
Jents, and rich in experience, who 
should exercise, during lil'e, the su- 
preme m.igistracy of the state, and 
designate hissuccessor.in the iniinage- 
ment of affairs 

“ We have concliideil In ticdaiv, 
in the iiaiiio of the province we rt pre- 
sent, that ail the doubts of the dele- 
gates 10 iMuigress aie resolvtil by tin; 
two follow in;; propo'iitions : 

“ First, as the reform of the eon- 
Stitutioii given by the const itueni 
congress of Fern, retoiires lo he latli- 
cal, and not mertly partial : ami as 
the project of constitution, ^tten hy 
the Liberairtr for Itolivia, and idapted 
for the republic ttf Peru, coniains ilu- 
elements of national (vospeiity, hij- 
lanced in a wondeifnl inanin r, 

10 this projcft tin* j'<i[!nliir •s-nietioo. 
expressing ihe will of all die inbabit- 
antsnf the pioviiu.ij to be rttlc.l ilien*. 
by. 

Secondly, the liilier.itor-presi- 
dent of Colombia, being the indi- 
vidual on whom the eyes of otir eon- 
rinenl are fixed, and the only one ra- 
pable of allaying the political teiiificst, 
and causing thr nation to rnan h with 
firm step to the destiny to ^^hi^h l rn- 
videncf; calls it, the Liberator, anil lie 
alone, ought to be the perpetual pn -i- 
dent of this republir, under the con- 
ditions which his project indicates. 

Siic!i is the unanimous vote of 
the electors of the province of l.ima, 
manifested by the most deciih ■: acela- 
ination in favour of (his sanction. 

“ With which'lhe clectinal college 
was dissolved, all the individuals pre- 
sent signing this act.” 

If this instrumont worn fho spon. 
tWieous act of the good pooph; of 
Lima, \vc sdirjuld entertain as poor 
an opinion of their ta.ste, as of their 
fitness to enjo^ the blc.ssingN of in. 
depomlencc. ft may nervo ns a 
Specimen of the rrfiktini uoIh of 


lirty.oi«*htot\ljc elccioini colleger ; 
one only, tlmt of die little province 
of 'Parapaca, having spirit e'nough 
tosuy, “they had nut yel ligliissiif- 
tieiuiii^ li»r die discharge of the lime- 
tiun as aiigiml us ilelicafe, of sano- 
tiuiiiiig the jirujcel ui’ a const itii- 
lion on vvhii li depiMub'd tlie li-licity 
of die repnidii’,'* jnuli -smj:. c.t llie 
same tiiiu-, llieir :idrn.r:ili<«!i of 
“die iiiiiins" vviiu pre-ided over 
the naliuii, tiicir di •poiiii :i Im y iidd 
ini[»licii nh-'diem’i; to tin- guvi rn 
inent. and ihetr /•’ul in lln* ran.'i' 
of liluTlv. 'rin* ni!!ei:e'{ rarelv 
proposed, and sidl more rarely in- 
sisieilnpon, any :iini.'ii(iliielil nl'Hir 
r-i)de. 'I’hey M.;eni to have li'll dial 
they iiad only to pn :’«trm die work 
preserihed fur liiein, vvilhuiit ever 
iii.sfituting the inipniy, hy what 
right they, whu-i* funcliuiis were 
iiicreh elective, assumed lo adup. 
a coiistitnlion for the jieuple, and 
to elect the chief magistrate of 
the repuhlic. Nor do they seem to 
have regarded the provision of the 
constiimion, which retjuired tlic 
presiifent fu he a native of Peru — 
fifiiiro firl l*tru ; Ihdivar liaving 
originated in Veiie/nela,anrl being 
of euiir'ie., disipnililied fur the ollice. 
hy'iiis own rode. 

Tlie origimd acts were duly re* 
tiiriiod lo the emmcil of guvern- 
ment, rlnring the three months 
which followed iijiuu ihe despatch 
ofthe circular. Meanwhile, Boli- 
var, <liaviii(; waited loni; enough to 



tool sunjonho .>iii rtrs ofiiisplsui, 
had dop:irt('d lor (f-olomhia, oom- 
inifdu^ llio conclusion of the Im- 
siiiess logins council of ijovern. 
ineiit, the oh^fMjuitjUs iiistrmoenf'^ 
of his will! 'rh(*\ issinsla derreo, 
'dated NoNeiMjier ‘JStli, siihniit!i:i:r 
the acts to tlie iiiiinici|):ilit\ of 
liiiiia, Tor this hodv to e\anitiie 
.tliriii, and iTporl ihe ri.“>nlf <?l‘ tin; 
^olc*:. 'llii' inimici|i:ilit\, «tfi‘fjiir*'<‘, 
st*rili»Ml the fad, and deelarcd that 
ilii! Holivi:in rMiislitinion was ae. 
eeptMl hy the peitjdr as ihe liinda- 
incntHl law of the land, and tl.at 
Holivar was elecled proiiirnl nf 
Peru for life, ujnler that 
tion. It tnay Im llioito’iit sjinu?. 
what sin;:idar, that the mnnicina. 
iity of Lima should het n tse. 
iected for this purpose. l»uf the 
fact is, that the comicil, in Aialer to 
Harry on the farce of reauliirity in 
forms, needed some body of persons 
to “sort and count llm v<»tes,” as 
we shonhl sa\ in the Lnited States, 
They suliinitteil the arts of the 
electoral collenes to the snpretne 
court of jusiiie, lliinkiti^r «t ihl' 
fittest liiidy that cotdd he cho.seii 
tlie purpose of \erif> in*; tin; 
vodrs ; hut tin’ court, (Mamiel Vi- 
daurrc prcsidin^^) after a Wiitii 
discussion, tleeidtid that the cnlle. 
^i.v«had no autliority to approve or 
«lisappro\e the constitution, they 
4iavjuy: he<m noiiiiiialed o»d\ to. 
eleet deputies ; and that !•> make 
the |)rocerdines of any avail, a 
coilj^ress should he assemhled to 


.decide upon such a matter as tin. 
fiiinlamental laws of the state. But 
this the eouncil of j.pjvcniinent 
knew would i)(; fatal to their 
sehetne. 

Noiliin^r remained mov hut tljr 
the council of ^oxernmeiit to juo- 
nonnee lh)li\ar, who was hut a few 
flays h(lfu'o tins e/ilcrino lh»^o>ra 
with the name and cxitinpie oi 
\\ a>Iuii;iloli lipon iii> lip^:. to he 
the piTpeju.il jua.^ideat of Lir i. 
Aeniidiii^lly, on the .‘{t)rh of .\o. 
\*eml)er. they i-sin-d a decree. m-|,. 
tino foili tlie v.iiaiii'j docunn nl'- 
\'.!iieh h-j\c dc--i’r;iM.'<l. mid th*- 
• fc'uit to u hit Ii :licy uiiiieflly h-d. 
'I’ln ir pi'eaml'lc ruited tl’.at tin- 
electoral eolle;:e- had all saudioin-d 
the con'^fituiioii suhmiited to them, 
pn'misin^onlyllntcoiuhlioii thatlio. 
livar alone slimild h*’ tlic first pVe. 
sideiit ; that thtdr iotes were con- 
tirnuMl hy tlie nnaniinous and spon- 
taneous arelammions of the people, 
and l»\ the Mi-e expositions of I’uo 
\aiions hoflirs in ihe stale. ei\il, 
eccle>iasliral. ami imlitarx ; ami 
ilsal nexer.had ihe, will fif a nation 
Ihm’ii mauifesieil wall so imicU 
ri’mdanly, onli r. decoiami, and 
liherix. as on the present occasion, 
ill which ciii/ciis. scattorcfl o\cr a 
lavjje tcrritfwv, where there wa^ 
Mo po'isihility of coercion or forci*in 
nillncncc. liai^ united to, [M’onoimce 
.'i vote, x\hich cquatly dcmonslra- 
•tcdlhe iir^cnl necessity of reform, 
ilia: the institiuions of tint conntrv. 
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and the admiral)lc discretion and empty sound) ui* gratulation, when 
judgment of the people. For these sorrow and indignation swelled 


reasons they decreed, that ihe 
project of a constitution, submitted 
for the popular sanclioii the first 
day of the last Jul\, was now 
the fund.iinruitai law of tlie land, 
and the laherutor, Simon Ihilivar, 
perpetual prosideiif of the repub- 
lic, under the “ beautiful title” of 
tather and saviour of Peru. At 
the same time, tliey ordered that 
the constitution, alter being <=0- 
Icmnlv promulgated, should j>e 
sworu to by all tlio pulilic fuur. 
tionarics in tlse capital, on tlic 
*.hii day of Decenilicr ensuing, 
the anniversary of Il»e victory of 
Atacnelio, which dccid.cd tin* in. 
dependence of Peru. A ml, final- 
Jy. on the 1st day of December, 
a pompous [iroclarnatioii was is. 
■:uod by the same body, kirullv in- 
forming the i*ere\ians of the uni- 
versal jubilee wberewilb lbe\ bud 
hailed tl.e new constitution, ami 
their fervent enthnsiasm in behalf 

o *’ 

of the saviour of l*eru. VVe nee<l 
not enter into the detail of the 
ceremonies of promiilgftmg the 
constitution, and of tin* adminis- 
tcring the oath of lideht\, winch 
was taken by llie pulilic utlicers in 
Lima, at the appointed time, and 
soon afterwaids bs most ortln>s«?iii 
the rest of Peru. It was accompa-. 
iiiedby tbensnal festi,\i ties and so- 
lemnities of prbcfrssions, 'I'e I h um, 
in the cliurchcs, and salutes of ar- 
tillerv, which /died the eifiesw if lithe 


the heart of every friend u Ti- 
beny. SulHce it to say, that if 
the eluhoraii; superstructure of acta 
and decrees, which we have dc- 
scribed, e,uuld have fixed Bolivar 
ill the ahsoliilc control of power 
fur life, his amhitioii was so far 
gratified. 

Indeed, from the time when, tlx 
promiilgiition of the constitution 
took place, Ihe public iiiiiid was in 
a conliniiul lerment. 'I'idirigs cainc 
to the PiTuviuiis, from time to time, 
of the jiroceeiliiigs of lioli\aiV 
emissuiics at (iiiuNaipiil, (.'ueiica. 
(juiio.urni i^inamu: ami t'rom these, 
and also iVom tlie cour^e of tilings 
in Veiie/.uela,t!iey saw’ plairdydhs^t 
lie was detenniiKMi, if possible, (i> 
force upon (/olombia a constitution 
like that of Pern, and under tin; mo- 
(lest title of president, rule the con- 
solidaled states of (lie south with 
the absolute sway of a despot. 
From tlie council (»!' govnimieiit, 
the rmue iiiiiiilli-|)ieee of Boliiar. 
the ser' ile instruments of his pb-a 
sure, all laws emanated, and h\ 
tIpMii went modilied and repealed 
at will. 'J'he count rv p))ssessed 
hilt \,he naimt of a n'piihiie, while 
in Initli its govc-rimienl was a mere 
military despotism. The palriotje 
saw that they had he(m egregioiisU 
deceived ; for tlie principles whiph 
they had so long contemb'd and 
suffered to mtiiiitain, and for which 
man V of I Item had s.'icrifi(*ed ifieir 
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lonuiies, wfci’L* iroddOiii under Tool 
by a foreign iisur[kcr ; thnir exor- 
tiorl^,.^sa^•rilic«^s, sind sullbrihgs, 
wen; of no avail ; and the blood 
of their Ibriow < itizeiis, s«> IVeely 
|)oiire<l oirt in the war of ii nlejnni- 
• deuce, liad been shed in vain. And 
yet their rase appeare.ii iiopeless 
and de.s1)erafe ; with a host of fo- 
roij^n bayonets to sustain theeause 
of tjie usurper, the injmed Peru- 
vians rould hut treasure up tlieir 
resenlinrut, and await to nalii'ucf* 
for tlie day of rotrilnifion. (t was 
evitlont to the in<»st superficial <»b. 
server, that they wen; only waitin;^ 
for an occasion to break out into 
open rosistanee to tlie unwclctmie 
,rovt!rnin(?nt, so arMully forced up- 
on them ; yet few anfieipatetl that 
the explosion was so niy[h, and 
lew’er still the tpiarter where it was 
Jo eoinmeuce. 

.\t the (leriod undm' coii.sidiM’a- 
lion, tin; third division of (.'oloni- 
liian auxiliaries in Pern, ronsisird 
of the lirst and third divisions, 
eliielly s!ali«»m tl at liinni and \re- 
tpiipa, amonntin;: to in|'ii. (if 
the.se, ahont twciilv -live hundred 
Mien, composin;^^ tin; hattahoiis 
'^Vencedor, Uille.s, (’ararcas, and 
\raure, and the fourth sipiudroii 
of hussars, proud of the laurels 
acquired in the fields of .Iniiiii and 
Ayaeneho. 'I’hey were coinniand- 
oal, (rmienil Sands, and ^iMieral 
•lacinto Lara, the hitter having the 
ehi(?f authority, and Ixdh eho.s**n 
thernh of Plolivar. Vfter the de- 


parture oriiohvar, and particularly 
when the drift of hi.s project was 
generally under.slooil, the animosi' 
ty of the Peruvians lowyrds the Co- 
hiinhiaii army, whieli tboy looked 
upon as the means r)f iln-ir nppre.s- 
sioii, hecame hitti'r in proportion to 
the .-eemiiig extent of the WTonjr. 
Ibit very spej;dily afler the Peru- 
vian constitution was |)romuln;ated, 
general Lara must hate pereeived, 
not only that *1110 Peruvians were 

dis.sallslii'd v. illi tin* prt'sciice of 

the army, but that the latter was 
iMpially dissatisfied wilb Rolivar. 
Nothing else eonld have dictated a 
pressiiiir letter, wliicli be wrote up- 
on Ibis sni)jecl to the Colombian 
government, the ’JItli of Decent 
iier, anil despatched h\ an aid seiP. 
for the .Nole purpose of carrying 
tin; lelti’r to llogota, and returning 
with an immetliate answer. The 
di'spalcli did not ryaeli liogota un- 
til rebrnarv . snbsenuenl to the 
lime when tlie |■evoluli'•n bapjien- 
ed; and, «)feinii>e, loo bile t'or ilie 
government of Colombia * to 'give 
orders that could be of aii\ avail. 
If is in the 'following word."-, ad 
dre.sscd It) ilie head of tlie war de- 
partment. 

“The p('«)ph’ of Pi'vu have, iiulil 
MOW. ipgarded the (’oloiiihiiin army \i<' 
ihf'ir dcliverns; iliey have domoii 
.Mralcd ihi'i hy ^mlilic ai ls, and spoil- 
laiieously dreided, ill. it we slionki 
form hut one family, (iialef'il as these 
recollcetion.s are to n^e. an«l poMerlul 
'as weih the motives ttliieh united ns, 
*1 eaimot bnf perceive the revolution 
m their fedui'^s oov ii-N ns. which 
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actively tends to dissolve oiir (rieudly 
relations The responsibility devolv-* 
od upon me, prevents im leaving un- 
noticed the nnirmuis which reach ony 
ears, and which do noi oscc.pe the ub- 
servaiion of others. It is alleged, that 
the Colombian army in* I'ern, without 
any existing war for its objeet, is »«itber 
d .11 oppressor, or else eoicrfains eer- 
tain private vicHs, of '»liich the go- 
veinmcnt is .iccused. 1 lie iillegalionji 
contain the eltMiienis of diM.-iMitent 
and enmity ; the result must be, and 
IS rapidly hastening to be, what rxpe- 
lience tells us is the coiispfjiiener of 
strong piejndiecs in such circuiu 
stances. Tliete is not a mao iiinlcr 
»ny i.'oiiiinaiirl, but is anxions fo be re- 
stored to the bosom of the repiiblic, 
whose f-inie and honour me rompro- 
mised am mg other fiee 'nations if an 
miemharrassed comse be given to 
these opinions. I feel it t<» bo my 
duty to provide in season some remo 
dv for the general (iiss,i!isfa«-tion 
svhirh is ob*erved. It is necessary, 
therefoie. that the governineni sbonld 
appri-e tlie Liberator-jirf sident of my 
Mlnaljon and that of my army, which 
the people of Pern already oharaeter- 
iiiOf-is their enemy and oppies5.<t : in 
order that, such final lesolnlions being 
adopted by him As may tend to • on 
oili'atP all y)arlies, ihfre may be no 
cause of fninre exception tu my eon- 
dnot ; hfccansc, after this step, I Nhall 
feel absojutely releaserl from any sub- 
serju^nt responsibility.” 

The statr; of tliiiig.s indicated in 
this communication growing worse 
and worse every day, during the 
next week general Lara addresser! 
un equally urgent note to the Pe- 
ruvian council r»r government, 
pressing upon them* the nece.ssiry 
fur the immediate withdrawal of 
the army, wlych was deemed by 
the whole Country an intolerable 
oppression, to be borne only so 


long as they ^should continue to be 
compelled by (jire necessity. But 
the ‘Council either could npt '‘or 
would not assume the responsibili- 
ty of sendi"" away the Colombian 
army, Mile immediate co.ise(|ucnco 
of which they well knew must be 
the shi|)WTeck of Hulivar’s plans. 
In fuel, Santa Cm/, tlie proiident of 
the coiincii, lute in December or 
early in Janiuiry, began to have a 
good understanding w'ith the liber- 
als and jiatriots, vvlni w’ore prepar- 
ing for the iij>proacliiiig revolution. 
And the means by which they cal- 
ciliated to elfeci their end was the 
very army itself, which originally 
had been the jiij-t ohjeet of theii 
jealousy and hatred. 

The brave soldiers who had coii- 
qtiered the Spaiiiards in so many 
buttles, . the generous victors of 
Piciiiiielia, Jmiin, and Avacuelio, 
had not so often jfuiif?d in the war- 
cry of liberty, without knowing the 
import ot the word, 'fhe overpow- 
cring glory of Bolivar, the idola- 
Irons re.speci which soldiers always 
ii*el for a favourite ginierul w ho has 
led them on from triiiinpii to tri 
iimph, and crowned them with tlv'. 
irnpcrishahle laurels of iinconquer- 
cd jiatriot warriors, hitherto had 
blinded them to his ambition, or 
perliaps tempted them to acqiiicHCC 
in and facilitate his designs. Per- 
haps they did not care much if Bo- 
livar did establish for himself a dy- 
nasty in Peru, a foreign counU'y to 
thcof and their friends. Itut when 
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rla*y bccanuj satisricd b« was play- 
inrr the same deep and dangerous 
game ;il home, in their own native 
Colomhia, it was more than they 
could patiently endure, with all 
tlieir enliiAsiastie devotion to the 
•liilM-rator’s name. Hence the Pc- 
ruvian patriots lotind minds ready 
and willAig to receive the desired 
impression ; and they etisily* ac* 
comj»lish»Ml their ohjec;t nt* inducing 
th# army to declare ifselt niMt(‘r 
between the government and the 

coil'll rv, timJ lo luKc llii* retpiiMic 

measurt's tor tyitig tlie hands of 
those individuals, who were pletlg- 
etl to support iIh' cause of llolivar. 

Santa (.'ru/, it is sanl, was de- 
sirous ihut the patriots, w’ho were 
secretly coiispiriim lor the deliver- 
ance «»r tlicir country, should re- 
gard him as the chier and centre 
oi‘ *lie plan. So at least lie gave 
them to nndersiand. lint at length 
tlx'V began to doubt his sincerity 
and disiriisi hisnilimaK* intentions; 
lor th(‘\ discovered tliat he made 
use (d* various pielevls toaleler de- 
claring himseit', and in shorty was* 
UViwilliirg the hlow >lu»nld he struck 
bjt’ore March. riiey snspeeted 
niai his true reason lor this was, 
that he might in the nieaii time see 
the residt of Holivar’s operations 
111 f'olomhia, to take Ins siund ar- 
conlingly ; if Bolivar failed, to 
oune out a patriot ; hiit if he siic- 
ceetled in arriinging things to liis 
.sntisfaction in ('oioidhia, then not 
only lo absiuin fr<»ni opposing liim, 


but perhaps to make u merit of giv- 
ing up (hose, into whose coniideDce 
and -secrecy he was admitted. So 
early as the 10th of January, the 
troo|)s gave him to understand they 
were disposed to make a move* 
iiient, for the double purpose of 
leaving Peru at liberty in the first 
instance;, and aficrw'ards of pro- 
tecting Colombia. To this he re* 
plied, that he was av'erse to any 
explosion on thtdr part, because it 
would look like mutiny ; that Pe- 
ru would uccomplisli tlie thing her* 
S4lf, as more ruuisonant to her own 

I 

glory ; and that it was impossible 
the Liberator should execute his 
.plans in Colombia, from whence 
be expected in a few' days an order 
for the troops : and that general 
Saiitaiider wouhl disapprove any 
militarv movement, ns having a 
tendency to demoralize the army 
and inipsiir their i^iscipline. Be- 
sides, Santa Cruz evinced unwil- 
lingness to act in concert with colo. 
iiel Jimena, chief of the artillery, 
a warm friend of general Lk Mar, 
which indicated a jealous feeling 
towards tlic l.Mter on the part of 
Santa Cruz. And when the plot 
bud grown to such maturity that, 
like ripe fruit, it must very soon 
fail by its own weight, and Santa 
Cruz found it necessary to act, he 
\vas for taking time to make 
arrangements for securing the pre- 
sidency liimsclV, wliil^ most of the 
patriots* were in lavoiir of La Mar. 
ft was quite natural, therefure, 
UO 
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that they ishouitl b« tlislrustful ol 
one, who was disposed to enter in. 
to rheir measures hut halt’ way, ond 
w'as nicariwiulc contriving an tin- 
dcrplot fot his own indiNidual in. 
terest. 

Mutters romainod in this posi. 
tion until (he 20ih of Juiiiiary, 
when the courier Jirrive«l with let. 
ters from ISogola. 'Djov gave a.i 
account of boiivur's eiitr\ into the 
city, and of the aduresses made on 
the occasion. 'J'lte Peruvijins re. 
marked that bolivar, in his reply 
to Mr. Watts, the American charge, 
spoke of the people of the I iii- 
ted Slates and liic excellence of 
their institutions, and of the noble 
character of W.isiiington, as alone 
worthy of iniitaiiori, whilst in Lima 
for a year [last, his talk htid been 
altogether of Napoleon. IJy lliis 
mail, bolivar vMote u letter to San- 
ta Cruz, whicli contained only the 
most insignifiearit tliiiiirs, and did 
not even wrirt? to bando at all, if 
the latter was to fu* l)clirv.;d. To 
Larh lie wrote, that afier settling 
affairs in Venezurda, he rnt'ant to 
betake himself to 'his harie.,(ia, 
leaving the government to Santati. 
der, and lh.at nobody should draw 
him from his retireimuit, — df? sn 
retiro no le sucana nadir,, nadk, 
iiadie* At the same time ihe\ said 
orders had been given at Guava, 
quil to send him his equipage, 
which he Had^eft there. After the 
arrival of this courier, bando main. 


tained that Mie Liberator wouhi 
never return to Peru. 

but gctu?ral Lara let it hr kmrwn 
among his particular friem'is, that 
he hiul recuiveil a letter from gen- 
eral SMom, sta iiig that He (Salntii) 
should set out in a few days lor 
Peru, hejiring confidential letters 
from bolivar directed to Llira, and 
that -the lailer would receive im- 
portant orders, wliieh it was neces- 
sary he shonld olx^y w ithout llinch- 
ing, — sin tiluvear. — 'Phis last fart 
gave ris(! to tin intinity of retlec 
tions ami i’onjectnres, and served 
undouhtedly to precipitate the me- 
ditated moveineiit. What is the 
meaning, every hod) a‘iked, of thi*; 
mysterious and alarming annuncia- 
tion ! Tor if the ordm's alluded to 
were for the remrii of the troops, 
there was no n tison against speak- 
ing out fninkly, on a measure 
which would have Iteeii equally 
agreeable to the troops and to the 
country. It was thoiiglit by many 
that tlif^sr: imporiant orders would 
he iiotiiirig less than to march the 
>roops to (.'allao, and sie/e upon the 
castles, the conseqiienee of which 
Would he to involve the cminlry iji 
.1 new Hcncs oi difficniticH, anothei 
long expensive siege, perhaps, with 
anothitr Kodil to wear out the pa- 
tieiice ol the besiegers. 

It must be understood, that for 
ten or tifieen days Santa Cruz and 
’Larrca had been ai rhoriHos. 
where the minister lleres htri re 



-idcO I'of some lime. « Thev jue- 
teiided all to have •lalieii sick, so 
that l*undu alone remained in {lie 
city, anti earned on the {jover.i. 
meiil. On ihc mornijijr ot’ Friday, 
the yOili <4‘ January, llic peojdc 
•were astonished, at tlie dawn of 
day, to l)ehold liie great square oc« 
eiqiicd IjV tlie Culomhian trotqis, 
with seiilintds posted at every tor- 
nnr, who permitted nohody to en> 
ici^ Indeed, things went on vutli 
oerfcct order and tranqnjliity. One 
hattalion, with its colonel, reliised 
at first to iinilo with the rest of the 
troops; hut (he latter, ae(|uuin(ing 
them that an attack was aliout to 
ho made on them to compel union, 
ihey arrested (heir colonel, and 
loined their companions in tlie 
sqnaro. An oflicer, with a file of 
soldiers, had already proceeded at 
djivliglit to the quarters of generals 
Lara and SSands, and colonels 
Lnqiic, I'ortocarrero, and Paredes, 
and arrested each of tiiem separate, 
ly, wiihoiii meeting the slightest 
rosistanec. Me.isnres were so well 
hikeii, that hy ti n o’cluel; iy the 
torenoon they hmi hern sent to 
Callao with an escort. 'I'he night 
'roliire, the oHh it who eommand. 
ed the guard, areording to ilje 
pi'eeoneertf'd pian of uiierations, 
had entered the principal easile. 
mounted a few pieces of cannon, 
and^:|iised tlie gale ; and in the 
morning it vvas garrisoned with J?(M) 
men, ifnder the command of Arrie- 
'•’1. who had <‘harire. of the oflieers 


arrested, until they could be sciit 
to Putiama or Hueuaventura. 

ll/eluding generals and inferior 
oliiccrs, only twenty persons had 
refused to pairieipale in the move- 
ment. It was headed by colunel 
Unstiiinante. 'I'be command had 
prioiously been ofiered to colonel 
lilizalde, who excused himself, on 
the ground that he was averse to 
giving displeasure to his uncle, ge. 
iierul I. a Mur ;* tiie latter being 
anxious to jirevent the affair from 
appearing like an intrigue of his : 
but Klizulde ^acted throughout in 
open eoiifcrt with nustumunte.aiid 
afti'i wards wrote to the vice presi. 
limit of Foloinhia, ii!«suming his 
share of the re‘‘ponjriliihiy with the 
rest. llu. the tirst tiling they did, 
was to send a deputation to the 
president of the council, beseech- 
ing him to repair immediately (b 
Lima, and take tl.e (iircction of the 
government in person. They as.’ 
sored him they were absolutely re* 
solved nol to iiilcrfenrin tlie uHairs 
of tlie goternnieiii, having made 
the iiiuvemeiit solely fur the pur* 
pose ot prejieivnig tjdeliiy to their 
own covmirv and constitution, and 
to avoid serving as an iiistrument 
in oppressing IVru. H hen tidings 
of llle^e i veiits reached ISanta 
C'ru*.' h\ means of the depntalion. 
lu; seemed at a foss what course to 
take, exhihitiiig^ very great irreso- 
lu\^oii injhe whokMitKiir. I’ando 
presented himself nt one of the 
nvi'iuies of the groat square, in the 
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direction ot'lhc palace, at au early 
hour in the morning ; but, being 
driven back by the sentinel, mount- 
ed his horse and rode to Cliorillos. 
He and the other ministers math* 
two attempts to deteut the objt‘Ct ut‘ 
the troops. First, they soiit uii ot- 
iicer to come to Ciiorillos with the 
Macedonia, intending to embark 
for Huucho or Trujillo ; but Ar- 
rieta threatened to sink her if she 
started from Callao. Afterwards 
they endeavoured to get possession 
of Callao, through the agency of 
Tristan, the governor of the cast Its: 
but Arricta licld fast to his })arly 
and friends. Failing in each of 
these attempts’, the government 
had nothing to do but patiently to 
watch the progress of aftuirs. 

Meanwhile, nothing could ex- 
ceed the commotion of tlic city of 
Ltima, in the early stages of the 
movement. Fjbw of the citiyx’iis 
were aware of the ohjeet for which 
the officers were arrested, of the 
authors of the arrest, or of wiiore 
it would end. All was mystery, 
and all dreaded the excesses of a 
soldiery apparently wiijiout chiels. 
But, in the course of the day, 
Bustamante, in behalf <if his asso. 
eiates, issued a prorlamiiiion, in- 
forming the people that their ope. 
rations were dictated by regard for 
the interests of their own country, 
and that the citizens of Lima had 
nothing to apprehend. 'J'lds was ’ 
followed by another, in which 
Bustamante and his assoc iates more 
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fully cxplaiiird their designs, Uoing 
faithfully devoted to the constitu- 
tion and laws of Coloiiihia, they 
were determined to support ihern 
at all hazards. Terrified at the 
threatening aspect ol- allairs in 
that republic, occasioned by ihe 
treusonahle proceedings of general 
Fuez III Veii<-/(iela, and oi'tlu’ mu- 
nierpaiities of (iiia\a<juil. ('iiencu. 
Quito, anil Paiiaiiia, who liuti pass* 
ei sidtitions in subversion id dlie 
coiisiiiurion, and in tinoiirof a dic- 
tator and an unknown code, — it was 
impossible for them to look on 
with indili’erence, while factious 
innovators wen? striving to over- 
turn the government whi<‘li thev 
had sworn to support. At the 
same lime they disliiictly prorni.seil 
not to interfere with any form of 
government which the Fenivians 
might sec lit to adopt. 'I'lie ex- 
treme jo), as well iis surprise, of 
the people, may widl he c.(>iiceived. 
when they discovered that thoso 
very pcTsoiis, whom they had .?o 
long regarded as ilu ir oppressors, 
«liad ^>po^iHncousiy assumed the re* 
spoiisdtilily rd'seitjiig them tree, to 
act according to their ov^n 
wishes. 

^AiTordingly, on Saturday, the 
".iTth, the old immieipality of the 
city, which had been seandalously 
and iirturrardv suppressed hv the 
iloliviun rode, aNx-mhied in i ^ieii 
meeting, to discuss ftie meas.un.“'' 
proper to he adopted in this siiicx- 
jiected contmgi ncy. 'I'he meeiiui! 



^V^.ul(J h.'ive /)a>-st'iJ (.»H'#cry quietly, 
but tor the scene ."ot up by the 
prelect Kt?us(|ui/.a, who uppciired 
in the meeting, atlended by an !.d- 
Jiitant. Sr. V, J. .Mariatemiia, al- 

lerwards iflinister orroreiirii aliiiirs, 
•was tin: |)rineijial speakei' in lielialt 
ui' till* pi'iiple ; and he >np|)itrled, 
aiiuMi;^ ftllier ibiiiijs, a resnlutnni 
ji/r ulxilisiiin^ the ennstiiutuni 
IliVflv Ibreed upon (he rtmnirx. 
Hereupon, K^usqui/a had the it‘- 
inerily and im|)inlenc«? Jo ihrealen 
them with serious eonscnjiienees 
if they dared to teiieli the eonsti- 
'ulion. which he had sworn to sus. 
lain to the last drop of his blood. 
(I'enerai La Mar tauntingly inqui- 
led oi'hiin. which (‘onstitiitujii in' 
w’ls St) /ealons to delend ; llie 
last, or that which pn‘ce<led it : 
I'or he had sworn to nianitani each 
wilii the same solemnity. Jrrila- 
tell by this sarcasm, Keusipii'/a or- 
dered his adjutant to «ro and lead 
U|> a platiion of soldiers, and ar- 
rest lia Mar. 'I’hn citizens cri»’d 
out at once, that In; nmst.take care 
wiial he said ; for that alj pre» 
sent were t'rei; men. who wouhl 
iu>t tolerate the slii^htest violence. 
M)ne person indignantly exclaim- 
ed, “ whv do we sutler one ot 
limse who have sidd ns, to coiin* 
here, and add iiisidl to injury !" 
'rin* prelect, lindinj; that hhisier- 
would elleel nolhinir, wiselx 


Aofhin#( else occurred to disturb 
tbe Jiarmony of the meeting, 
which adopted resolutions — 1. Sup- 
plicalm '5 <ieneral Santa Cruz to 
n‘pair immediaiety to Idma, and 
lake tiic directiim of aiiairs, us 
pie>ideni (/i/ iiiltj'im ot the repub- 
lie. At)oh>iiin;: the BoliMan 
eonsiiinfion. 11. Ile-e.vtahli-hm" 
that ot’ Pern. d. Bequiriii^ a eon- 
«ire>s lo he ii'^M inhled Viihm three 
iiionihs, with Ihll | oweis to make 
the iiecessarv changes; and, o. Ke- 
qiieMiiiir the jire.'.ideMt lo di.-miss 
t^e presiMii minis'.ers, and appoint 
others in their places. 

On hein;^ noli tied of ihcH.' pro- 

^ciTdiiius by ii (IrpuiaiKiii from tlir 

eubiUh, S.inia I rnz rtMihed lo ac- 
ipin.M’e, and ii'uclnd the M|Uiire a! 
an eurl\ hour iti tiie alit rnooii, 
wl,eii he was n'Ceixed hy the ca- 
luldi>. and tile prcci ( ilin^s ot' ijic 
meeting were read m his pri ^eiice. 
He w!is aecoinptinit'd h\ 'rrisiaw 
and Pamlo; and when ihe ariiele 
was read, leipnrmj: the ninoxal of 
the preseni imms!ei>, i’amlo*'-mHed. 
look olf ins hat. and made a low 
how lo the meeting. Ileres and 
F.;:ns(pnzii took rdit^a' on hoard 
the I'reneli >lnwp ot war Cimic. 
Santa t’rn/ was deMioiis to retain 
the old mmi.oters : in t oiiseijiieneo 
ofwliich the ealnido met ii;:,im, fi»r 
the >oie pnrpo:H:of ohliLOiii: him to 
dismiss them; and aeeoulm^lx Ma- 


retired from the meetinL^ t;roallv’ nuel Vidauire,' late memher <»f the 
iiuinWlcd hy the rrbfiH’ lie had n*- coiipress of Panama, was appoint- 
t'ci.xed. and (led to Chorillos. — ed mini‘-1er of state, .Imm Saluzar. 
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ot' war. t'liid Larroa was coiiiinucd 
in the treasury, until he could tluisli 
adjusting the accounts; atier which, 
Sr. Ciuhicaiio was apiiointCHl his 
successor. Oa SiUi.la\, tin; li, 
Sunni Cruz issued a |ir<H-laina!it>n, 
as pnsidfiit of the roum il of go- 
verninent, declaring to the IViu- 
vians, that “ the govcnimnit would 
deem Itself unfaithful ;u its duty, if 
it disregarded ihe voice which 
reached it liotii (?vt r\ part ol I*cru, 
and which pronounced, hat the Hnli. 
vian code was not recoiled in free 
will, such as a p'ditical coiistitij. 
tionrequired, 'riie government dis. 
cluimed the least connivance in the 
coercion ; and in order to testifs its 
just respect for tiie wishes of the 
people, engaged to convoke a con. 
gross forthwith, to decide what 
."huuld be the tlindaineiilal law of 
the republic. 

On the same day, likew ise, Fando 
sent in his resignation, m u com- 
munication which was puhiished, 
and was much criticised tor the 
lofty and seli-suti.'ilicd tune in 
which it was conceded. It must 
be admit ied, howoier, that of all 
the memher.s ot tl.e government, 
Pando is the onlv one who main. 
fcMted any resolution or spiiit, 
throughout the wliule atfair. 8un. 
ta Cruz, we have .seen, was imde- 
cided, wavering, afraid to unite 
boldly with the jiatnotic party, vet 
anxious to niamium himself in 
their good graces, and to retain 
his power. Jfere« and Carrea, as 


well as 8aeta Cruz, were lakeii 
sick very coiivcuienfly, at the time 
when tliey saw the storm was ga- 
th'jrinir, and carefully kept them- 
sriics at Chorillos, ouf of the way 
of the explosion. Ihiiido, in the 
mean time inaiifullv remained at 
Lima, in the very centre of the 
nnchinations, wiiieli he must have 
known were going on, hut could 
not defeat. Ulien the soldieVs 
posted their sentinels rountl Ue 
sfpiare, on the morning ofthe 'dtith, 
he atieiiiptiMl to puss them ; and on 
being stiipperi. demanded how' they 
durst arrest the progress of a mi- 
nister? ami yielded only to arttiai 
force. U hen {Santa C’ruz left, 
Chorillos, lleres lied on hoard the 
Cistie ; but ikinJo hesitated not to 
accompany the president to Lima, 
and uppeured unconcerned in liie 
very midst of hia enemies, iiejmrt 
even savs, tiiat he compared llie 
proclamation i^sncd by aula Cruz, 
on the wtSili. Considering all these 
circmn.stunce.s, we cannot hut on- 
teriam u liigher o|)inion ol his cliu- 
Victer, than of that of ins ilsmo- 
ciules ; and iherefore can {lardufi 
Ins boldness m nmlei tuking, wheu 
he resigned, lo deleiid ins ciiinluet. 

'J'lius ill the short sjiaceol litny. 
eight hours, w a.s eilecled tins si i ungo 
revohilioii, which did not cost a .sin. 
gle drop of blood, iior even inter, 
rupt Ihe ordinary occupations of 
\he citizens, except dining the iiii. 
certainly of the early part of »Fri. 
day. 'I’he populace were con. 





«t:ateti and liappy with Jlio change ; 
but according lo llie .characteristic 
calmness and almost apaihy the 
Limenos, ihcir dcnimisi rations )1 
joy were not so hoistoruiis or noisy 
as they woilhi have lieen in most 
4 ’oiintrie‘s, U|hhi such an occasion. 
It \v:is genet ail\ hclieved in liinia, 
that La Alar would in* chosen |>re« 
'ideiit ; hilt tile delieacN ol this^iis- 
tin|nished otiieer was so great, In* 
wolkhi not sutler the least inirigiu: 
in his ta\onr : determined, it would 
^'cnijfo ho elected hy the tree siit'- 
I'tagesoftho nation, il at all. Santa 
Lrtjz had lost ground so nuich ol’ 
lute, that there was little ehaiiee of 
his coutinniiig at liio head of the 
government. 'I’he new stale of 
ihmgM was very a<*eeptahle in tlie 
provinces, which all imitated the ex- 
ample of the capital, and liustened 
to elect depul ic.s for the approaeh- 
ing e.ongress. 'Pnixilhi, lea, liiia. 
manga, and Areipiipa were disim. 
giiished for their enthusiasm on the 
occasion. In Areipnpa they elect, 
ed, almost hy ticehiie.u'ion, their 
deputies in the former i ongj-ess, 
who had not Iruekh-d to ihdiiar. 
In tiuaiiiaiiga, the piefeet, and two 
I <wr otlic<!rs, who showed a «iis. 
;■ position lo resist the people, were 
made prisoners, and sent to Lima 
( in that condition. Kvery thing, 
; IheiLdore, both in and out of the 
I on as well as tiie most 

: ardent repiihneuns could wish. 

■ Uut«a serious cause of anxiety 
i still remained. 'J'lu* t'edomhran 


troops iiad covered themselves with 
glory, by the wonderlul prudence 
and 4iioderation of all their pro- 
reediiigs coi iieetcd wilii the revo- 
lution. lint they remained caniou- 
ed ill the siihurhs of Lima ; and 
wliat ceriaiiily was there of tlie, 
ctmlinuaiiee of tiieir r.'Miaordiiiary 
self-eommaml ? The bonds of mili- 
tary diseipime being once broken, 
it was impossd>k‘ to fetd'eontidence 
in tht‘ permanciif good order of a 
large body of troops, without the 
roiitr(»l of any superior otlirers. In 
laut, the demojalizalioii of the di\i- 
sion was immt'dialely attempteil hy 
evil di.sposed persoiis.and alcrrihle 
’jcaeiion might take placi’ une\. 
pecK’dly, at any mumeiil. luces- 
suit cli’nrts to bring about this end 
were matie hy tie* servile parly, 
who wen* aeiive in |»ri>portinn to 
the smallness of their Mumhers*; 
aiul having oiiee siua cedod i>v co- 
ercion and conuptioii, in procuring' 
the raiitication ofihe liohviancode. 
and the election ul Boliv ar as pei pc- 
tuai president, might justly feeieon- 
* iidoiieeiinheii ownadniilness. Tlie 
iiiiueiio.s, iliorehire, hardly lelt ea- 
sy until the iili of I'ehiuarv ; when 
two thousand rerUxiaiis marched 
into the eiiy, from liie nearest high- 
lands, roinnianded hy experienced 
otlicers, full of pairiotisiii ami ho. 
iioiir. 'I'lie ajip'earance of these 
troops seemed to bring with it se- 
curity and jioaee. 'I'^iey entered 
tho<Mly, as it were in irium|>h, in 
»he mid«l ofihe e.uuiMon entluisi- 
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;ism; giving two fold strength to 
the general contidencc. Out the 
machinations of the Bolivian |nirty 
did not cease ; and a hloody issue 
began to be anticipated by those, 
who, perceiving the jealousy and 
rivalry that existed between the two 
armies, knew how easily these pas. 
sions might be inflamtMl into oj)cn 
hostility. Besides, the monthly 
charge of thirty thousand dollars, 
for the pay and rations of the Co- 
lombian army, pressed heavily up- 
on the exiiausied treasury of IVrn. 
All these considerati,on!> made the 
government extrermdy anxious to 
be rid of a hcidy of foreign troops, 

which, however iiieriiorhuis tlieii 
ancient services and tlufir late acts 
had been, w as yet in every point of 
view, a source ol* iitieiisiiiess, and 
ofsuHrMingto the courilry. 

' Nor was the third division less 
anxious t»i depart, than the Peru, 
vians were to he relieved i/f their 
presence. Bustamante’s intention 
had hgeri to wait for oi tiers from 
tlie vice president of Coh»rni>ia. 
But he speedily became awan.* 
of the circiiijistancfs, which we 
have described. He saw that 
it was no eas'. task for him, who 
had headed a kind of mutiny 
against his general olficers, and 
who held his own authority byilie 
frail tenure of the good will and 
voluntary obedience of his fellow 
soldiers, to 'maintain due suhorfli- 
nation in his ranks, or to enforce 
resnectfnl obedience from his «nf»- 


altcrn officefs. Policy dictated tlie 
sam«> advice which patriotism im- 
pressed on him ; namely, to take 
aifvuntagc of the enthusiasm of the 
moment in favour of liberty, as tlic 
only means of holding his follow ers 
together, and preventing some ca- 
lamitous event, in accordance 
therewith, was the idea of the 
most judicious among his asso- 
ciates. Following up the palVi- 
otic sentiments which actiia^Kl 
the division in the affair of the 
*2(Mh of .lannary, they resolved to 
consummate the work of revolution 
which they had begun, by (piitting 
Peru, and landing at (tuayaquil, to 
exert their inllucncc, and, ifncces- 
sarv, their strength, in Imhalfof their 
constitution and govf;rnnient. Eve. 
ry day brought to Inina new ac- 
counts of the iamentahle condition 
of Coiombia ; threatened with civil 
war in the northern departments, 
dislrfoUed by the municipal acts of 
the soutlicrn ones, and seemingly 
almost prostrate at the feet of Bo- 
livar. Besidf's, tliey now breathed 
*nn al'Tiosphftre when; tin; name of 
the Inherutor was odious ; and 
,the representations of his conduct 
which reached them through Ihrt 
Peruvians, were by no means soft- 
ened by the me<linrn of Iransmis- 
sion, 'I’hey resolveil, in short, to 
put an end to all the coercion, 
which they belii;ved was emph/^d 
against the constitutional cause, hy 
employing force to couiiteract 
force. 



On tin; 4lli oi‘ Murcli, them, 
fore, Bustamante communicated his 
wishes to the Peruvian govern- 
ment, who, overjoyed at the turn 
which aflairs were taking, cheer- 
fully acce(Icd to liis conditions. 
•These were, jthat tlie government 
should provide transports i'or the 
division,* and provisions for thirty 
.d^s, with a suitaiiie eonvoj^ for 
thrir, protection; and tliat their 
arrears sliould ho paid or satisfae. 
j^orily .secured to them U-fore lliey 
em]):irkod. Tiicy left Lima on the 
lIJlIi of March, and eiiiharked at 
Callao the 17 nnd(!r convov of 
tin? slo(»p of war Congrt'so. Of 
their suhsetpicnt irocecdiiigs an 
acc.ount is jiven in the )>rnp(‘r 
place, in the history of (ailomhia. 
The auxiliary troops stationed in 
tin; .southern cxtremiiy of Pern 
ivero soon aflt.’rward.s paid olf, and 
cmharked at Arica ; and ihns l*erii 
was relieved of licr dangerous 
allie.s. 

What imprc.ssion all those events 
and proci^edings might make upon 
the Colonil)ian governmenu the* 
IVruvians, of eoiirse, eonld only 
c»/njcctnro. ypeciilaiioii was Inusy, 
on the .snhjr ct ; and although most 
men supposed Bolivar had ocrii^a- 
tion enough in (Vdomhia to pro- 
ventjus inimcdiatoly attempting to 
regain his lost autliority in Peru, 
and that Santander and the consti. 
tutionalists w'ould naturally rejoice 
and sympathize with their brclliren 
in the same cauae ; yet the wise. 


/Iccrned it judicioUis to prepare for 
the worst. Therefore hrilli before 
and ailcr the departure of the Cc». 
loinhian trooj)s, the i*cruviuns put 
their own army upon llie best foot- 
ing in their power, and made new 
levies with all pos.sihle expedition. 
The Peruvian congrc.ss met in Li- 
ma early in i\Iay, and was called 
to ordtT hy 1). .Manual Vidaurre, 
wlio addressed the members in an 
appropriate speech, and moved for 
the appoininiont of a |)rcsidcnf. 
Th<i choice fu!lin;' on 1). Xavier de 
Iftma I’i/arn^: Santa Ouz commu- 
nicated a mes>age hrielly explain- 
ing th«> prc-JiMit stale of affairs ; but 
•emitaiuiiig nothing of particular 
itnporinncc or interest ; and re- 
signing the provisional authority’, 
whiidi he ludd pursuant to the vote 
of the riii/eii.s of Limn, to act 
thenceforlh under the dircction’of 
the legislative hudw 

Of the proceedings of congress 
liie most imiiortant was the orgnni- 
zation of the government, hy the 
election of a chief magistrate of 
sullicienl weight of character to 
give respr/’tahiliiy, dignity, and 
firmness to the administration of 
the republic. The persons spo- 
ken »»f for the office of president, 
were !S:inla I'ruz himsidf, the presi- 
dent pro Umpore^ Luna Pizarro, 
awd general La Mar. Of these, 
the tirst name^d might have been 
eWted^ perhaps, bait he promptly 
ahd decidedly taken part with the 
patriots ; but his irresolute conduct 
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at that critical moment, added to 
i’omc old grud»5es, seemed to re- 
move all cliancc of his success. 
Luna Pizarro was an ecclesiastic, 
who had been pruscrilicd by lloli- 
var for op|iosing his dc.-i;,Mis, and 
banislicd from iVru. JJitrinnr the 
ascendancy ol'llie diciutor's [umcr, 
lie had tukeii refuge in ('luii, 
which the extrcinc jealous', of lio- 
livar, there ciuerfained, rendered a 
safe asylum from Ids resentmeut. 
Having been disiingui%]ied for his 
eloquence and activity in the deli- 
berative assctidtlies ot^lds country, 
lie was elected a member of the 
new congress, and returned to Pe. 
ru in the Chilian arnK'd bng Aqui- . 
Ics in April. Put tlio clioiee fell 
upon general La Mar, a man who, 
to great military talents, adds go. 
neral information, prudence, rnodo- 
rafioii and firmness, and whom all 
parties unite in coninieuding, as 
every way fitted, in tlio actual pos- 
turo of atfairs, for the otlicc to 
which he has been raised. 

(icncral Jose dc La Mar was 
born at Cuenca, winch at that time 
belonged to Lojver Perq, but, form- 
ing a part of the territory afterwards 
erected into the pro fuleiie.y of Uui- 
to, it now appertains to the (’oiom- 
bian republic. J.a Mar, tlicrehme, 
although a cili/on of Colomhia, is 
looked upon as a Peruvian hy birth, 
and participates in a)) the privileges 
of a citizen (^' Peru. Kveti uiidjjr 
the Spanish govcrnmrnt he wa.s 
always respectable : he never in- 


jured any ofdhe patriots ; and ne- 
ver took part against the cause of 
America. After once embracing 
thfc'pafriidic side, lie served disin- 
terested ly, without seeking any 
pcrsniuii ends, and as[]firing only 
after the public good. Pesidcs 
many titiu-r oceusious in which he 
acquired fwperiencc and t^nie, he 
horcM dislinguislied pari in the de- 
cisive battle of Avaciieho. Iinityd 
by llolivar to accept the ollice V)l‘ 
president oj' the council, he de- 
clined, foreseeing the tendency of 
measures, and disdaining to be 
made tlie instrument of oppression. 
Afterwards he lived in voluntary 
exihj from Peru, to avoid having 
any part in the proscription of the 
patriots, and to avoid yielding obe- 
dience to the Bolivian code, or pre- 
maturely e.vciting the jealousy and 
ill will of Ihdivnr by his opposition. 
So rightly were his qualities appre- 
ciated, that a distinguished Colom- 
bian remarked, several years be- 
fore, that he was one of the most 
lioiiouraWe men in South America, 
•.ind ^he best qualified to govern 
Peru. 

Such is the iudi\idual wlio li^s 
been elected to take tin; direction 
of^ afiairs in Peru, in the place of 
Bolivar's council of govcnifiiciit, 
the mere pro.cmisulH of a distant 
emperor, tieneral Manuel Sala- 
ziir y Baquipnno was elected yice 
president. They are men wliom 
Bolivar cun neither corrupt <lor in- 
timidate : and if he should iinliap- 
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{)ii) sucoocd 111 uvci'llirowin^ ilio 
<'onstitiiliou of Oolombia, ami 
should turn liis iirins siiraiiist IVrii, 
ho would have to cope with iiicn 
who are not {rroatly inferior to him- 
self in tafents. liU Mar, the pre- 
* sident elect, being absent in the 
south of Coioinhia, the functions 
of theoAeoulive authority devolved 
. i^ion the vice |»residenl, who «>r- 
gjinizcd the governiiient, by ap- 
pointing, first, 1>. Manuel del Uio : 
and allerwanis, I)., Francisco 
Xavier Mariategnia, to ibe depart, 
inent of foreign relations ; 1). Jose 
Morales y I galde, to that of fiie 
treasury ; and 1). Juaii Salazar, to 
•hat of war and marine. 

Among the acl.s of congress and 
of the govi’riitnent. the most iiiir. 
resting relate to (lie Helix ian com- 
■titution, and to the rdalion': of 
Jhjru with Coloinljia. The vi<-c 
president Salazar communicated 
intelligcnee (»f the clcefion of f^a 
;Mar nnd of liiniself, U> general 
.’^anlander, by note, tinted .lime 
;idd, immediately after lihs instalhi- 
lion. At the same time, the minis! 
ter of foreign reialions. desjialched 
to the Colombian secrclarx of slate 
oiriciul coJlie^ of llie deen'os of 
congress which alleclcd Holiyar 
nnd Colombia. Hy the first of 
these ilecriM's, passed June 11th 
the Constituent congress declared 
that the con^itnlnni sworn to on the 
lllliol liecemher, had been ratified 
in a rhannor illegal, and siibxcrsixc 
«tf ifio nntional ^nvcreigntv : and 


^xvas ihcicforc. mii). and of no cj^ 
feet ; the constitution of 182d 
being revived as the provisional 
fniidamenlul law of IVru. In the 
second, passed .lime Boliviii 
was ili.sposcd of in the tollowiiig 
immncr : 

VVic (irnri'ol i'onsliUHiif 
of P> ni — Co.\>[ni:KlNf., 

“Thatlli'' rmiin il of govenmuiit 
h.i»!. ihniujili ilu* Miediinii of a IV.vii- 
\i:m ro!o;:i 1. iioiitieil gni<M;il lloIiv.it, 
pie^i.leiit (tf < 'oloailii i. of the nomi- 
nation m i'll! 1 ) 1 ' llie r-lcciural colJi:- 
uci. of iiim ;is perpetual pirsidentol 
the l•^•iMll•li^; :* 

“ 'fhal ooMiip-s h:i«, by the do- 
•■ti'i* of .liiiii' I itii. deelirtd null anc 
, ofno edVef. tin- (Miistimiioii sworn lo 
' 5iili. of llie year I'leceiliiii:, 

and <aiil noiioiiaiion id’ ji('r|n*lii.it 
pie.-ailfiit tiieiel'V liecnniiii'j inva 
Iid, 

Doth I):;( !u:i. ini: i'oi.LouiM. ; 

“ That tile i xei'iuivp |io\vfc!' shall 
ofii. 1 ill) ron.iini.in ate to the Libera- 
tor. Simon llolii .ir. yirsi ’i nt of Co- 
lombia. the lost ilbsiionef ibo Lcner.il 
(onsiitiumt 1 Oii^rcis .mil the derre* 
passed upon the i -'ii'ilituli.in, callcil 
the Ih'liiiin ; .nv.l also the elc.i’tion of 
« pie-ideiU and \in' president, citi- 
zens belon^iu^ to the. lepublic : 

*• Aihl lint in tl;e name of llu* - 
nrni i’.mu»e«i'i. the .cM’CUlive shali 
NisiiiilV to him till* >;r.ili!iulc of the na- 
tion, for the *>ervii-es he has rendoreil 
in the eui'e of iudepondenee. Da- 
ted at I.iina, June 2 .m!, If. 17. " 

In this laconic and ravahcj 
sUlc.didtbo vii'W congvi“'S disport 
of the Holix inn code, and the 
dpiicv /if Hoiiviir fj»r life. And 
although the governmetd i xprc.ss. 
od. and prohahK tVlt. a sic'crc d-' 
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siir to j>tTsci vo po.'if-'f with < *olom. 
bia, yet, on the *^tSlh of Jnno, the 
consul gonoriil, and ciuirge* des 
afiaircs oi’i’olontbia, Sr. Oistoval 
Arracro,\vas ortlercd.to cpiit the Icrri- 
tory of the rcjnihlic the space 
of eighteen hours ; and alter va- 
rious eoinmunieatiutis with the mi. 
nistrv, was under the ma'essity of 
departing for (iuh\ atpii!. A demi. 
official artide in the Pct'vano news, 
paper, assigns as the reasons of 
this harsh measure, the unremitt<‘d 
interference of Arinero in the do. 
incstic affairs of Peru ; alleging ini. 
mcrons acts of this kind, performed 
under protection of his privileges as 
foreign initiister, hut in violation of. 
the rules rccnirnised h\ iIjo law of 
nations. Notiung ollieial lias \( t 
transpired on iho .'ubjeci, within 
our knowledge : ami thereline the 
grounds of the expal.don cannot h«‘ 
stated from authorit} . 

La Mar was receit Cji and install, 
edin office in August, lie landed 
on the 19th, about furiy miles to 
thc'north of Jjimu, and to(jk a pri. 
vatc route, in order to avoid the 
triumphal arches, and othm- popu. 
lar honours, which hud horn pre. 
pared in congratulation of his ar- 
rival. A just and well founded 
enthusiasm was universally mani. 
fested on tlie occasion of his in- 
stallation ; for the Peruvians tliep 
began to enjoy, I’or the first lijo#*, 
since the opctiiig of the revolulioi^ 
a regularly organised govcrnmeiil 
of their owti free ehoirm. emirelv 


delivered from foreign intluenee. 
'Pile compactness of the territory of 
Peru, its ample resources, both 
pabiic and private, and the situa- 
tioii ofits government, all combine 
to render its prospects fur better 
than those of the other Soulli Amo- 
rican States. 

Its only dangerous neighbour is 
(loluiiihia. 'Pile huumliirv l,'etwe*-ii 
the two coimiries is not well .tit- 
led, ifiasmnch as ihir provincesNif 
.laen dt^ Pracamoros and Mainas. 
altiuaigh claimed as jiart of t'o- 
lomhia, ar(‘, r/c fado, governed by 
Peru. Put this matter is not iikel;. 
to (iistnrh the good understanding 
luMwcen l!ui two nations; and Po- 
ll var's ambition is the only souiTr 
from whieli any interruption of their 
mutual harmony is to he dreaded. 
’Phe feelings of the (’olomhian go- 
vcrmnmii on Uie subject of Peru, 
a-ido from Polivar himself, may hi*, 
inferred from a single circum- 
.stance. \Vhen I lores reached 
(loloinhia, lie ha.slencd to Polivar^- 
cpiarlcrs in llarta jena, from whence 
fic addressed a communication to 
the vice president Santander, ex- 
iduining tiie reason.w hir his leaving 
Lima, and complaining of the con- 
duct of the third division, whose of- 

t 

ficers he wi.she(] to iiave hroiiglit to 
trial. Souhlette replied, that 
the govr:rniiieiit had nothing to do 
with file case of gen^ual lleres, 
who had never served the republic 
off .olomhia under thf: orders of ilu- 
c\i'cutivo fiiithoritv."’ So little 



ijinpathy w;is riii«u‘tavi«‘»l «'il ilic indijrnatioii dl' the wholo civi- 

tfi tor the ojech’.rl iiieinbfrs of tin; world upon him by an act Ssti 

council. Anil it is to l)C liopi'd outra^ji-ous as the invasion of 
that Bolivar is too wise to br'ng 

Th« iTiiilorials of tliis chapt«.*"« aro loiiml in Itn* fli'-i of l/i Ksfrolla lif of 

K1 Kttpublir.uio, of I’l t'omuta. ami l.al'ol.i «! ! roni-la. "f I'.l < 'oiuliicnir. .imJ of 
* (iar-otii di; ('iilij/idiiii. no\vs[i!i|»T^ -if < I'l-iu. jud Cli.lc in K1 Ainiuo dd 
soliri; lo Ai-:U'f'ido cii 1 iV<‘.. di - Cinii ■ -i d'- 1>! i iir. Oiii l Dcpnlad'.* 

Vidauiro Vol»n,' Inipiiaila?-, ami olln r jiuoLlmUoii.- i-tnil-.d at buna. 
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sign, 

Thk remoteness of Bolivia co- 
operates with its retired position^ 
in the centre, as it were, of South 
America, to render the accounts of 
its condition, which reacii (ho l^ni- 
ted States, extremely scanty and 
imperfect. As it possesses no sea- 
ports, the penetrating spirit of our 
commerce has nut yet liAed the veil 
from (ho rich cities of La Paz, La 
Plata, and Potosi. Our informa- 
tion of this region, therefore, conics 
to US' through channels which can-* 
not be trusted implicitly in all 
coses ; because their separate in- 
terests arc apt to give an improper 
colouring to facts. Buenos Ayres 
on the one side, and Peru on the 
other, would each gladly swallow 
up, or iiV%jca.st form a union w ith 
the new republic of Bolivia. And 
the celebrated Bolivian code, drawn 
up hf Bolivar for the nation which 
1iis4tnn8 created, while it has sen - 


ed to draw the attention of the rest 
of South America to this quarter, 
has made Bolivia an object of some 
jealousy among the patriots of Co- 
lombia and Chili. Yet the country 
is interesting and important, as well 
for the extraordinary richness *of 
its iniiics, as becau,sc it has been 
the theatre of the famous insurrcc*- 
tioii of Tupac Amaru, who attempt, 
cd to restore the empire of the In- 
cas, and of some of the fiercest fiat, 
ties and most remarkable scenes of 
the revolution. The few authentic 
facts in its history, which conic 
within the scope of this chapter, 
may be hrietly despatched. 

We concluded our notire of Bo- 
livia (ho last year, with a short ac- 
C|)unt of the constitution prepared 
for this republic by Bolivar. The 
lyidrcss to the constituent congrcsis, 
which accompanies that code, w’C 
’ perceive is dated, >lay vf*tli, 
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and appears to liave l»cen written 
bv Bolivar at Lima, where ho then 
resided. On the same day the con- 
stituent congress had asseinhiod at 
Chiiquisaca, the capital of I ppcr 
Peru ; and general Sucre, who 
bears the title of graml marshal of 
Ayacucho, resigned the discretion- 
ary coniinandy which had been 
committed to him. into the hands 
of congress ; requesting tiial body 
to place a nalivi' oV the countr\ at 
the head ofrlio governnionf. Ho 
alleged, that he liimself was a Co- 
lomhian, and therefore, in strict, 
ness, a foreigner, however elu-f ly 

united to them by the ties of asso- 
ciation in victors, ami of oomrimn 
suffering in the oansc of indepen- 
dence. Ho urgiMl upon them tiie 
danger of committing the liberties 
of the nation into the charge ol' n 
victorious general, wlmse vi rv suc- 
cesses in war imglit remh r iiini un- 
safe as chief magistnite of tin- r«*. 
public. Hut either da/'/h fl hv the 
splendour of his name, or overawed 
hy^thcir fears »»f liim wlio po.-.M->s. 
cd ail the military forci-s <»f the 
country, they irisi<.ted upon hi^ re. 
taining his power; h;st l»y hi^ with, 
drawing from tiie administration of 
the government, affairs should le- 
lapse into confusion aiifi <tnan;h\. 
At length, he coiiHented to exercise 
the executive authority, until a eon. 
stitufiorial jiresideiit should heeleei. 
cd. But repeKiijg with all iheg».‘i;e. 
rolls pride of a soldier, In; said, the 
idea that thcliisfreonrnnuphs should 


have any imluencc over the augiisf 
act of giving v. chief to Bolivia, he 
solicited and ohlaiiicd a decree, 
submitting the appointment of pre- 
sident to the free choice of the pco- 
l.|c. 

'I’liis was precisely the course 
adopted by Bolivar, it will be re- 
iiieinbered, in onler to obtain the 
perpotual dictatorship of Per;-. 
\VhethcT Sucre, whilst iinitaliig 
the conduct of his general, was actu- 
ated by the same motives which in- 
lliienced the latter, wc have Hf'» 
sullieient iin-ans to judge. There 
reniuint'd in Upper Pern, at this 
time, u hodv of three thousand anil 
three hundred (.'oloinhian troops, a 
ditisioii of the finxiliary liberating 
arniv. t)n Sucre’s becoming rharg. 
ed with the ext'cnlive authority of 
Bolivia, the troops stationed within 
the iiinits of’lliis republic, were 
placed undtT tlie command of Jose 
Maria (’ordova. The exact resem- 
blance; of these rircuinslances to 
what we have seen of the conteni- 
porar\ condition of IVtii, produced 
ilie result in both cases. An- 
tonio .lose Sucre was presented ns 
candidate for tin* ollice of president 
for life, by the nearly unanimous 
votrs of the electoral nssemblios; 
and tin; rorisiiiiicni congress ar- 
eordiiigly pronounced iiim to he in 
fact presidi iit of the republic, [t 
may lie, that this wiu a perfectly 
free vote ; and if the presidency 
had been for a term of yeais, in- 
stead of being for life, wc should 
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flout!vi?r may te, Su*:re con. 
tiiiued to make the .struiigost pro- 
t'essiona of liis di.sijiterc‘sttMjiio.j£i, 
Olid love oriibcrty ; in evidence ol‘ 
which, oit* the iiSili oi‘ October, 

• he addressed tite lotlowing 

coniniutiication to the constituent 
eongres3. 

“ To the sovereign coiistiuicnt 
.‘l.n^|•c.ss of Bolivia. 

'* Tlie people rd' Hoi i via sigiied to 
attain that freeduio, 'vliich they 
were llie lirst in Sootli .liueri. i to 
proclaim ; and iiidepcndenre to 
constitute themselves a nation, was 
the great ohpict of ilieir ambition. 
Fortune ileereeJ, that the liheraling 
army, at whose head I was, should 
ho the instrument for breaking 
(heir eliains on (he field of Ayaeu- 
el; i; and rare circuinstaiu es, which 
jriS|«i.ed oie will, i ( r. .^.ooiin nt of 
the ititerest 1 was to feet in this 
country, conduced to draw from 
me the decree of Fehruary Hth, 
which placed (he Htdivians in the 
enjoyment of their rights, .and gave 
iheiiiTree coniiol ov<'r their uwi* 
destinies. 

“The people of HoIi\ la.overcome 
by gratitude, have lavished upon 
me considerations and respects, 
which might compruniise (heir own 
ciuiditiuii, and even their liheiiv it- 
self. .'ii^one |>eriud tlu’y surren- 
dered their ’lirectioii to me, in the 
shape of disc rot ionai' Y command ; 
at another, their rcpreseiiiativcs 
foroed me to accept the govTriu 


me-ui, when it was already time 
they should withdraw themselves 
from the authority of a general, 
who was upheld by victory, and 
was a foreigner likewise. My 
conscience prompted me to resist 
these declarations drawn forth by 
gratitude Irom a nation, which 
potspoued ail its interests to the 
great cauftc of independence, its 
only dcarej't ohjcct: Feeling 
myself touched iu the tenderesi 
point. tli‘- iiohlc pride of a sol- 
dier. and uuwillmg tiiat th(‘ splcii- 
(Igiir of triumphs sliould have in- 
tlueni e in llie augu.-i act of giv- 
ing a chief to Holiviu, 1 'ventured 
, to solicit ilie liiuioiiiil a-prcsenla 
lion to pJi'S tiio law of July 3d: 
which fmall\ left it to ()i 0 discre- 
tion of tilt* jiCMple to nominate 
the j»ro>idenl of the republic. 

“ The people, jutiging indnlgeniU 
ofmy admiiiisrraiion. or pent*tratcd, 
it may he, w iih tiansport-^ of enihvw 
>iasm towards him wlio led the 
t ont|uerors td’ A\acucho. have de- 
siretl to plact? me among tnc i^n- 
didates ftir the constitutional presi- 
th'ucy. Hut 1 .-should he false to 
111 ) duties, and to iny love for the 
laud which is di.stinguished hy the 
name of the most illustrious mortal, 
if I did not hasten humbly to im- 
plore ilio fathers of the country, to 
.«<'lrike me out from among those 
who arc called to the perilous 
charge of di/ceiing, tlic nation. 
I’erinit'm'o also here, that, m the 
exercise of mv rights ns a ri- 
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lizcn of Bolivia, 1 may appeal iu , 
behalf of the dignity of the repub- 
lic, representing to the sovereign 
congress that it should consider 
insufficient the votes with wliich I 
have been honoured. The influence 
of prejudices and of power was in 
iny favour ; and the national act of 
Bolivia electing the constitutional 
president, ought to be freed of all 
considerations, but the prosperity 
of the state, the public liberties, 
and the independence of Bolivia : 
Interests, too sacred to be trusted 
to any but a man who first saw tlri) 
light in tlio country nearest the 
heart of Bolivar. 

“Tilt: pairiotism of tho^c who 
were selected from a pc'oplo elcva- 
ted above the level of weak minds, 
will reflect that the act of this day 
is tiie tnunifdi of the cause and 
spifit of the nation: and that in it, 
iheir names niivy either he degra- 
«h:d, or invested v.itli the "lory 
merited by tin; lir-l of legislators. 

It will he liiy hajipiin.-ss, if, in show- 
iiig them that in givin" this day, a 
constitutional chief to the republic, 
ihcir responsibility rcrnaiiw fiir 
ages, I .«h:dl contribute to the great 
end of placing the eonditirm and 
the destinies of this countrv in the 
hands fif the most worthy Ibdi. 
vian. 

/Vvro.Nfo Jo-f; |>i: .Si rrti:. ' 

Of the sulisoqucnt proceedings 
of the constituent congress, afler 
declaring Sucre to he duly elected, 
wc. know little : hut we liiid it .‘•ta- 


tell in a ChiBan journal, that this 
bod]^ took inensures for the ratifi- 
cation ol‘ the Bolivian code, which 
was sworn to on the 9th of De- 
cember ; and at the same time dis- 
solved, to give place to tne assem- 
bling of the regular legislature pre- 
scribed by the constitution. It was 
on the same day, the anniversary 
of die victory of Ayacuclio, iha? 
Bolivar’s Peruvian constitution wqs 
sworn to iu Liin:i ; and of course 
the Bolivians could have no antici- 
pation of tiie coming revolution 
in the neighbouring republic. But 
when tliat event had happened, 
much anxiety was entertained in 
Peru, us to tlie course w’hich Suer#‘ 
and the forces under genera) (’or- 
dova would pursue. Some antici. 
pated that the auxiliary army in 
Bolivia would imitate their brethren 
of the third division, and overturn 
the new constitution. Others ap. 
prclicnded that Cordova would 
march his troops into Peru, and 
strive rouiileract the measures 
of the revolutionary party. The 
ftiovciuent in Peru, it will be re- 
collected, was confined to tlic corps 
stationed at Lima ; those at Are- 
ipiijia, tlie southern extremity ofthe 
r*ouiitry, having taken no part in 
ilio insurrection. So soon as the 
prefect of Areqiiipa, (tutierrez dc 
la Fuenle, received intelligence of 
what had transpired in (he capital, 
he inarelied tho Colombian bntta. 
lion Piciiinclm towanls La Pnz, to 
Hc»:ure tlie niean^ of forming a puu' 
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lion with general (ycvdova's divi- 
•*<ion. At the samu time he sent 
colonel Altuus, of the engineers, 
with despatches to Sucre, appriz.ng 
him of what had taken place, and 
(icclaring Itis readiness to stand by 

• Bolivar and ins cnuncii of govern- 
inent, provided he might have the 
countenance and aid of Sucre. 

. Ill this expectation, it seems, he 
was disappointed. Sucre march- 
ed towards the confines of Bern ; 

Jnit without any liostilj; purpose, 
'(he (.’ond«»r, tlio government paper 
of Bolivia, took pains to refute the 
suspicions whicli this movement 
awakened in IVrii. 'Dial journal 
declared, that it was no part of the 
policy of president .Sucre, to inter- 
meddle with the domestic atfairs 
of a foreign countrs, wlueh x\as 
united to the Bolivian republic by 
relations of amity ; that the marrii 
of the |)resident had for its only 
object to secure the trampiillit) and 
prosperity of the slate, >^hieh had 
fommitled itself to his rare ; that 
Mic Bolivian government could not 
declare war without the rf|nsrm> 
of the leiiislative body ; and that 
the cniistitufioii forbade the prrsi- 
dent to quit the territory of the re- 
public wiilioiit the consent of con- 
gress. .Sucre himself, in his direct 
eomnuinications with (he I’cniviau 
govcrnmvnt, manifested adisposi- 
lion entirely pacific. lie solicited 
tr.'insports for the eonvoyance to 
Colotfibin of the battalion Bichin- 


cha, and a squadron of hussars, 
which had marched to Puno, and 
entered the territory of Bolivia ; 
and, as we have seen, these troops 
were accordingly embarked upon 
the earliest occasion which offered 
itself. He assured the government 
of Peru of his determination to be 
strictly neutral in respect to ihr 
events following upon the iiCih of 
January ; and he interposed in 
them so far on^' as to express his 
desire that ilie third division might 
leave Peru witliout delay, lest their 
iirt^uhordiiiulion sliould increase, 
and lead to ba*(l consequences ; and 
perhaps prevent the constituent 
.congress iVom ili.-lihcraiing in full 
freedtun. 

But neilher as ;t folMiiihian ge 
iieral, nor as pp;>ident <«r tlie re- 
public of Ib.Iiviu, coiiid he lomaiu 
imlilfeiTiil totlH>.-pii:i manitesk'd 
by ihe lliird divi iou, whi'di he 
mighi juMly fear would prove con* 
tagious, and pvoiiucu pernicious 
etfects among his fwii troops. 
Sucre's si ntimenls on the subffect 
are expressed in a military address 
to the troops, pronounced at La 
Paz the Sth of March ; 

Sohlirr.'i : — 'fl; (\dombian 
division, st.itioned at Lima, has 
been sciltired into in>urrection 
against their generals, by some of 
their .subordinate olficois, Thev 
liavc protested that they were de 
voted to the* J.ibeiiior. until lie 
sought to ili'strov tin* Ians el our 
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counlry, irainpic the const itiilioii 
under toot, and proclaim himself 
dictator. 

You well know the sublime 
disinterestedness which distinguish- 
cs the father of ColotiKiia, gi nerul 
Bolivar, without wir • r<istencc 
neither should we h:ue n country, 
nor would your n.iUiG have shone 
in a hundred victories. Siicli is the 
man whom a bund of infcjuous dc. 
tractors uccuso of ainl)i)ion, ;jt iIk* 
very moment uhil.-t in his passage 
through the southern dejiurtmenls 
of Peru, he was re-establishing con- 
stitutifoial order, despising the die- 
Tatorshi[) which there was (dfered 
to him ; and, at t!i<' moutent (hat, 
without refuuiniua i i ijoijoia more 
than eleven days, In; i;;id proceed- 
(■<1 towards /lu ! i, to render 
the power of lijc la\\s a:..ain Irium- 
ph*int. Now, the r:oii*>U*utioii i»f 
(’olornhiii is agtyn the hond which 
Unites all lier-son - : and \et at this 
very time, some nnmitural (Joloiii- 
hians are opening the wounds of 
fherr country afresh. 

*• A portion of ihe oDieer* of ilie 
haltalions A runi c ami Killcs, are 
the traitors, who, ollhring to the 
troops to recover .or them their 
arrears and gratifications, induced 
their corps to mutiny, and with them 
have just wrought upon tin; battalion 
Vencedor, and afterwards attacked 
the battalion Caraecas, so as to in- 
volve the whofc in the insurretdion, 
In the wetpiel, nothing has turned 
out as tliev expected ; :infl after 


compromising us, tin; « on.sfam de 
fendtTsol lihcrlv, they have alarm- 
cd Lima, culumuiously charging 
the generals of Culomhia with 
seeking to usuro die com.iiand of 
the people. Yoc. know t'ne Idhora- 
tor, wlio is the shield of American 
iihorty : g' licr..! I^ai-.i, whose, only 
ih sirt* is to he the soldiers' father ; 
gcin'ral (-ordoha, all whoso am 
hitioii aims hut to conduct \on in 
battle : yon know the generals Sii- 
loll. Sands, .and Pigneredo, and all 
tlie rest who accompaiiioil you to 
liberate Peru, — that they have been 
our constant friends in prosperit), 
and in adversity ; that they have 
partaken with you of glory and of 
privations. You are witnesses that 
the people of Ihdivia have jirotler- 
ed me the perpeimd presiihmcy of 
this republic, and that I iiave re- 
fused it, preri;rring, to all com- 
mands and all tjtle.s, that of citi/cn 
rif ( 'oloiiihia. ^ f)U know' that if 
I temporarily exercise the supreme 
authority, it is lf» serve the pco|ilc, 
and in oisier not to absent niyseit 
without restoring \on to yonr 
country. And wlio accuses us ! 
A setfd’ cowardly intriguers, never 
seen pfrrhaps by one of you in the 
licld of battle. 

“ Tliese perjured rinui havt; puli- 
licly insulted you in Lima, iniagi’ 
ning that this division wiftild also 
revolt from its chiefs. 'I'o expoHO 
this black imposture, I have come 
to place myself in tlie mid.M of 
your bnvonf;ts. Sure I urn ‘Hint 
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you arc sliil the sanyc brave sol- 
diers of’ Vardas, Hf*\aca, Carabn. 
1 ) 0 , Puerto ^ 'dbcllo, (^artajciid, l*i- 
chinclui, Jiiiiirt, iiclio, — w.ho 

will never Torfcil the glory of a 
huiHired ciAnhats.” ' 

• flore he paiisod, and taking in 
his hand the standard of the bat- 
talion Avacucho, he eoncluded : 

•; . “ Suldu rs : — I Itold here oua ral- 
lyiiijir point, under ail eireuinstan- 
ces ; this banner, which distni- 
gnishcis our country among the na- 
tions, and under whicli \ou 
inarched from victory to victory, 
from the baiikH of the Orinoco to Po- 
tosi; this banner, for which you have 
shed your blood to iinniortali/e the 
(’olomhiau name, and around winch, 
three naliofis, sh diiiig oil’ the oji. 
pression of Spamsh (aiwcr, have 
tlock(!d at tin? war cry ol hbntv. 
Ilenealii tlie sluulow of iis laurels, 
let us renew' our <»aihs lo be for 
ev<?r i’olomliiaiis, faithful to our 
country’s laws.” 

Contradictory accounts lr»v< 
been jiiveii of the intcvnal con 
. ditiofi of llolivia at titis periods 
'rhe ChOian newspapers repn iil 
(he people as In mg dissiitisficil 
with the new constitution, and as 
waiting oidy for an auspicious occa- 
sion to throw it oil', and cstaldisii a 
more liberal s\stem. 'riics also 
represent the army us lu’ing dis- 
alfected t«»wHrds its generals ; bill 
if it was so,* It is prohnblethe frank 
and (Wmtidiiig ^olld^l^t of Sucre re- 
moved alt pretext for anv insure 


rectionary movements. Had it been 
otlierwisc, gr'.iL'DiJ Cordoba would 
not .have feh justified in leaving 
Bolivia sii this time, as he did, in 
onii’r to attend to some personal 
aliairs in the south of ('ulombia. 
Hut the country, it is certain, was 
not entirely fr<!C from causes of un- 
easiness. The se|)aratirjn of the 
province of Salta from the republic 
of the Rio de la Plata, 'and the ex- 
pulsion of genfral Arenales from 
his command there, tended to af- 
fect the tran<|uiility of (he conti- 
guous districts of Bolivia. The 
Condor of MArch loih, notices the 
d«*trciit»n of a conspiracy in Chu- 
.(piisaca and Poiosi, on account of 
which twenty-two individuals had 
been arrested in the latter city, and 
eight ill (lie former : and inquiries 
wi n* aciivi'K making to obtain a 
complete flevelo[n'ruenl of tin* qb- 
jcci and extent of jhe conspiracy, 
hoih of w Inch remained imccrtaiii. 
About this time, also, it is said that 
>omc churches wore stripped of 
thfir silver, in order to send it* to 
Colombia : and ilijllars were coin- 
rd, hoariug on the front a head of 
Bolivar crowned with a laurel 
wreath, aiul llie inscription, mhkr 
I' oK i.A r ‘xsrrn » lox ; upon the re- 
verse, a si'igular device, described 
in our chipier on Cobwnbia, and 
around the edge, sicrk, awvv- 
ciio Mum xMv. If these accounts 
are true, probahlv it piusl have re- 
quired all the disinlere.stediiessand 
|Nipiilari(v of SiKTc 10 prc.scrve 
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Bolivia t'roiu the agitations which 
pervaded Coioiiibia and Peru. 

Just before the Peruvian revolu. 
tion, Sucre concluded a treaty with 
Orii/ Ccb 'llos, the ph'ni[mtenliar\ 
of Peru in Bolivia ; by whieli, tlie 
latter country, on condititui of ai>. 
suining tive iniilious of the Poru- 
vian debt, acquired an important 
accession of territory in the marl, 
time provinces of Tarajiaca, and 
Arica, belonging to tiio Peruvian 
department of Areqnipa, and form, 
iiig the nearest communication 
from Potosi to tiio ocean. It is npt 
likely that this treat) was ratitied 
immediately : for suon afterwards 
the new government of Peru sent 
letters of recall to her ministers in 
Bolivia and (.'hili, probal>ly dis. 
trusting men who had heen ap. 
pointed by Boli\ar, and wen', per- 
haps, subservient to )iis views. 
This furni.'.injs no ground to jqipre- 
iicnd a rupture Ixnweeii Boii\i:t 
and Peru ; ilu; latter having for. 
inally acknowledged tlie indepen. 
derK:e of the t'ormcr ; and being in 
no condnioFj to pni.-cnire a war 
with the experienceii and skdlid 
.Sucre, if her ru'iers were foidisb 
as to be disposed f»i d(, it. Still 
Lower Peru must ver\ /laiiirally 
feel a de.<»ire tJi I)e re.uniled to 
Upper Peru, from wbirb, in liie ca- 
priciotis despoti>.tn of Spain, it was 
.■»o arbitrarily severed, eorUrarv to 
ail the obvi’ou.^ prineiples «;f asso. 
eiation, and siibjerted to the \ n eJ 
lov of Buenos Avres. it would 


be no wise {^‘irprisiiig, ihorofure, it 
in the various changes which these 
countries may he destined to uii. 
dcfgo, the two Penis should, at no 
renioie period, he eoutederated un- 
der a .single governiiien.. 

Bin the eotifinned reliisal of the 
congress of the Uio de ia Plata to 
reeogni.'.e the independence^ of Up. 
per Pern, is cininentlv absurd, and 
injudicious. 'Fhe prov inces of the 
Riu dc la Plata, when their union 
was apparently the eloscsl, were 
Indd together by a rope of sand. 
After lifteen years of indepen- 
deuce, they had proved unable to 
agree upon a constitution of go- 
veninient. And they seem to have 
proceeded upon a false principle, 
in seeking to force particular pro- 
vinces to continue associated with 
Buenos Ayres, contrary to their 
I'o.sfHTtive in4(‘resfs and inclina- 
tions. Their denial to Bolivia of the 
light ofconsiitiiliiig its own govern- 
mi nt, is notiiing but an act upon 
papi r ; because, even if llie war of 
liie Banda.Orieiilal were at an end, 
iv would be impossible for the pro- 
vinces of the l^a Plata to compel 
rpper Peru to ji>in their eonfede- 
racy. 'I’liey coiiqdnin, to be sure, 
of the anne.xalioii to Bolivia of Ta. 
rija, a portion of liie province of 
Salta ; but w e have not facts suffi- 
cient to judge which party, if cither, 
is biaiiieaide in ihi; transaction. 

Our l.ile-sf intelligence from ge- 
neral Siii-re bffl liiin al ( on 
the ■J'lili of April, on Ins mandi 
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li'om La Paz, tu Chu|uisaca and 
Potosi ; carried tliitjicr^ no doubt, 
by the political conspirucy above 
mentioned. It is stated in the Cki. 
zette of Colombia, as an article of 
news oHiciidly coininunicaten', that 
'••Sucre persisted in tlie intention, 
which, as we have seen he liarl k*. 
peatedly«exprcssed, of leaving Bo- 
-.'ivia to be i;overned by her owa ci. 
ti/ens. Jfis resolution wa.s taken 

' Our acrouiit nf Hulivia i.-: Irr 

^ '■tloinbiM. IVru. ;in«l ('tMli. . 


:i7l 

to convoke an extraordinary con- 
gress during the then current year, 
for the purpose of resigning his au- 
thority into their hands, and restor- 
ing himself to Colomhia. With this 
ohject in view, he had solicited of 
the Colombian government tempo- 
rary leave of abstmee from his rni- 
lilary duties fur the space of three 
vears, with ju rmission to reside in 
the deparliucnts of the 'south.' 

I 

n tho ciotuiiitMiis « in the chaptfr- r 
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• .\a' liid liisi tiilvioes (..'him: ci»n- 
UHML’il ill ail uiiscuUmI cnn«iition. 
(.lur iici'ouiu nl' this couiiiry I’or 
closed with ihe ehon'e of I). 
■Maiuu.'l iltaniM) Kiicaiada as pro. 
viMoiial, and the \oie nt coii^n .ss 
ics<dvii)|^ lo oriTiiiii/,. |j„. ropiildic, 
accordm^r to ii,<; inJeral s\sirm. 
Hut iM’o luo inoutli.s had expin il, 
tin; chier ma;.H.striil<r ri'liri'd from 
his iilhcc in disgust, as.>i;iniujr the 
distracii’d Male of atlaiis, and tin? 
MivrtiTiii’y of the factiotis wliirli 
-rtjjtlfatoil (In* connlrN, as iho 
o| his rijsiirnalion. in the courso 
of ills address he said : 

“ I Inni liopcd tiiat congress, 
‘•ensildy nine t»i the rnfical posi- 
tion of atl'airs, ami the exhausted 
stale of the Ireasiirv, would lend 
llieir aeiive «:o.operaii«m, ami unite 
in perfect haniiony with tlie exern- 
live, for the purpose of calling in- 
to a(<linn those indispensnhie re- 
sources that were so impi'riouslV 

':v. 


demanded for meeting the urgent 
and dailv necessities of the state. 
. wiiicli h.i\e liern a stnircc of tin- 
ceasin*; perpleMt\ to the aovern- 
incnt from tile tir-i moment of its 
iii''‘taiiation, \\ h.U has la'eii tlm 
slate ol‘ the pnldie treasury, from 
lliai periotl to this, will snllicieittly 
appear from llie rojAcated represen- 
tations made l>y tlie oxerulivo to 
congress. h is. tlierofore. ijuite 
nugatory again lo allude to the la- 
inental)le apjiearance it presents, 
and which has lu'i'ii already suh. 
milted to tiie con-ulciation of the 
represcntaii\es. witiiniit e\rr pro- 
dneing the riVecis th.it miglit rca. 
.soiinhly he cvpi’iMcd. ami wliich 
were eipially demaiuieil liy necessi- 
ty. vcasf»n. and sound policy. 

, *• 'I'lm cause lliai lias imlnced me 
to adopt the resolnlion of tendering 
iiiy resignation, is the alienation 
and noglt'el inanilcsictl hy all par- 
tics towards the cxccniiv*’ jiower, 

I 
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which lins heon left to (In? m»‘irv of 
public opinion, without aid or liopo, 
to steer its course amidst a tlioiu 
sand hidden rucks, which must ul- 
timately be its destruction. 8oine 
other individual, more fortunate than 
he who addresses mui, or more ex- 
perienced in llie srieiice of making 
itotiiing out of somethin*:, may sue. 
ceed one, whose unhappy fate it has 
been to strui'glc wiili iustiponil»le 
difficulties ; at one time to oppose 
dangerous innovations, at unother 
to discoimtenaiK'u tlie most absurd 
and incxplicuLde tlieories ; now t.) 
foil the intrigues of party, now to 
ealm the ardour of passions neither 
•devilled nor geueruii'i.” 

This it must h** rrmfessod, a 
mclanrlioiy pictur*- of eonftisioti 
«nd di^iorder, Imh ^ d the peeunia- 
ry embarra«Mnrtit.> of liie j/overn- 
juent of < 'bile seoin it* fall but little 
.'hort of llio«>e, wliich oppress the 
other n puhlirs of the xiuili. The) 
'■eem to l»e wholly injactjuaiiited 
with the prior iplf's -if finance ; uii«l 
in- tend of a*loptiiig decisive rne,i. 
-ures for periuam nlly tirranging 
ilicir revenues, so as evjr ntually to 
obtain relief from the debts with 
which the war of the revolution left 
them encumbered, they have re. 
course to temporary ex|)edienl.s and 
improvident sliifi-, which only serve 
to plunge them deeper and deeper 
in miflforli|ne. The inode jirovided 
liy Chile fof paving the (diilinn 
i>oridhotd«;i's in f^ndoii, fairly ilius- 
th*' rrrf«ehievoiis nature of 


their fmam’i;.l s\>tfim. In ordei 
to meet the interest punctually us 
it becaiiK' due, the govornineiit 
conveyed to a mercantile company 
the monopoly of certain articles of 
general coiisuiuplion, in considera- 
tion of vvhicli (he company under- 
tu4d\ to discliurge the mten.'st of 
the iiatioiiul debt regularly us it 
accrued. It would not huve bemi 
easy to maintain such a monopoly 
in (Miile, oven under the Spanish 
system of administration ; but tin; 
diilicuities attending it were aug 
meiUeil in a tenfold degree, under 
a government, vvliieh relied alto- 
getlier upon its popularity in tin 
public opinion tor its very exis- 
leiiee. 'rill! conseipieiico it is easv 
to imagine. In the hands of llic 
government, tin; monopoly would 
have been oilioiis ; in the bands 
of a liody of private speculators it 
was likely to provf; inloleiable. 
Ilenei; tlie com|uiny. begiimiiig to 
apprehend they should derive no 
gam from their present hargaiii. 
deelared -that lliey eould not dis. 
charge thi; interest of ihi; debt, un- 
less the governmenl shonid grant 
a large extension of their cxclii- 
sive privilege. And as tiic execu- 
tive Hared not comply with this de- 
niarid, tin* ('hi)ian bondholders re- 
maiiied unpaid, like the creditors 
of Peru and roloinhia. 

Notwirlisiuiidirigthe prostration of 
the public credit abroad, the pro- 
ceedings roiinected with the new 
organization of the rxenitivo would 
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seem (o show, f)jat tlA mcml>ors of 
(ho Jcjrisiutivo hori]^ hud not dasisf. 
ed from the irnprovidonl tours** of 
conduct, of which aiiniirui Hiunco 
.so hitturly coinpluinod. Instead nf 
a .su|)i:cmc director, in \^hoin the 
executive power iiud fonncrlv heen 
vested, thc('hilians udopt(?fi the stvli* 
of president nud vice prc'^ideiit, in 
• imitation of the riiited Hiaies, 
the. ^reat model of liie new re. 
puhlican governments. 1). Uamon 
Fri’ire, the ex-diroetoi:, wasehoseii 
.president, and *»eneral Traneisro 
A. Pinto, vice president. While 
Iho ronjjress wen; enfrajred in dis- 
rtts.siiij; the provisions ot the pro- 
picted roustitution, it hecaine m*.. 
eessarv to instal the ehief ma- 
gistrate ; and the disen*4sions were 
Mispeiided for a while, hy reason 
of Freire’s remineiation of the pre- 
sidency «)f the rcpnhiic, 'I'he re. 
iinncialion was rei’eitcd and read in 
tin* session of May ‘.id, lS*27,and re, 
ferred t(i the committee offrovern- 
inenf. to coii'-ider and report there, 
“^om On the till, they made a rep*»ri. 

^ which hciri" decriicd imsati<acioiy, 
was recommitted hy eo!i;!ress, with 
instruelions to report in a more sp^'. 
eifir manner. 'I’his eoinmittce re- 
ptirled once more on the. .'»ih, ip fa. 
vour of aeceptin^ the remmeiafion. 
After some discussion, it w as voted, 
1. t*» accept the remineiation of the 
president • *.*. (hat the vice prc.si- 
dent should perform his duties, ac- 
eorfling to law ; U. that the presi. 

■ dciil (he Ircislative hodv slionhl 
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.sif'iiify to general Freire the senti- 
merits of regret felt hy the national 
i-e(>fesciit:ition, at the termination 
f)f his supreme coniinand, which he 
had discliarwcd so greatly to the 
juihlic sati d'acMion. The votes 
were coimiiunieated to iiim, with a 
reiiin-f'l, that he would continue t«* 
exercise the Mijireinc authority, 
until it was rc;ru!arly coiuinittod to 
the vice presiilent ; ' and at the 
same time, a* communication was 
made to the latter, announcing to 
hiiii, that he was called upon by 
Inw, to fill the ollicc vacated in 
coiiseipience t.f llie prosident's re- 
.•*igualKm heiu't accepted by eon 
grest. 

On the 7th, a nolu was I'ceoivcd 
from general Pinto, resigniug Ids 
olfioe of vice president of the re- 
piihlie, and soliciriug congress to 
aeccpi his resignation, 'I'his^be- 
ing referred to the eommittco cl 
government, they reported a sct>of 
n*s<)lulion<. which were adopted 
without dchate, as follows: “I. The 
resi;^ii’UM»u •-!' ihe presi*h*ut of tln^ 
icpnhli*’ In'ing at ropted, his duties 
dc\ol\ed jt\ law u|)oii the vice pre- 
sident elect : and the reason as- 
.signed hy him for resigning, /«- 
rattsr thr rountrji ix destitutr of aiip 
lairs, is considered insiirtieient; be- 
cause congress onglil to enact op- 
•portune laws as oecnsion requires, 
to facilitate the march of govern- 
.inent ^ this body, l.t)ping (hat hr 
will propose them hy virtue of thr 
iiiitiatlrr eonforn’d on the ONcen 
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live powoi ; aucl there Ibru the re. 
signution tendered, is not accepted. 
'J, The president ut' the house, 
( Elizonde) will conunuiiicute these 
ie>jfo!ioiis to the vic^ president td’ 
the republic, invitinp; him to repair 
to the hall iinmediutel\ , and take 
the oath of qualitication. 1 
receiving this cominunicatiun, Pin. 
to replied, that he submittt‘d to the 
wishes of the national rcpreseiiia. 
tion ; but prayed that his iiistal. 
Jation might be deiered until the 
next day, in consequence of his 
being indisposed. The report td* 
the proceedings meniion.s, with- 
out any expression of disappro- 
bation, that tiie spectators, who 
had attended the bar of the liouse 
in great numbers on this c|cca. 
sion, testilied tiieir applause, by 
loud clapping of huiids, an*! other 
signs of gratulaljon. 

Accordingly, on tho ne\i rl.iy, 
the 8th of May, general l’ini«> was 
introduced into the hall ofMttiug by 
a committee of Jour of the (l«*pn. 
ties,* appointed for that pnrpoMj. 
He took the oath ot oilice mmie. 
diately, and was belled with the 
three coloured l*and, winch is the 
distinctive ornament of the chief 
magistrate of Chile. Seating liim. 
self then, at the left of the pr> 
ding o/Ticer, he pronounced the 
following address : 

“ Genllmtn : — In hiridingaronml 
me this belt, 1 /eel that 1 am assn- 
riling obligations of transci>ndant 
importance. Aware of tin- hurch*n 


it imposes, h could only hope to 
sustain it by tavnitiiig, as Iroiii titia 
moment I conlidcnily di», upon >hc 
assistance ol \oiir councils, toena. 
ble mo to sansfN the .just demands 
of ihe people. ►So soon as the) 
have ceased to he occupied by the 
war of indcpeiidence, thev have 
turned all their attention to consi- 
dering the means of assuring their 
social existence. Hence tiiat in- 
quietude, misinterpreted l)\ some, 
but wliicli, subjected to rigorous 
scrutiny, will bo found tr) proceed 
only from the want of laws, or fmm 
the contrarietv between those 
which have been enacted, and the 
old colonial regulations. In your 
bands, the deslin) of the |>eoplo is 
placed, and the repnhhc and the 
government expects every thing 
from the. wisdom and puritv of con- 
gr«‘>s.’’ 

To tliis brief address, the prcsi- 
di nt, I'.li/.onde, r(‘pli(.'d in a di.<- 
Course -uited to the occasion, 'riio 
m-vv organization of the govern- 
nienf was afteiwan's comph led li\ 
the o-»niination lA’ ll. .lo-^i- Miguel 
;r : • iiiii': af-r < t‘ilu iiui'i'iur, 
andut' ioieign rclaliui:.- ; 1>. V tn- 
liira lilanco Kiieala»la, nf the treu- 
surv l>. Jose Manuel Jh: 

oo, of war ami niarinr; ; all which 
iiomiiiulirm.s were coiitirmed by 
c.oiigrf?ss. 

l.'liilu was tree from any appro, 
heiisiori of liostiiilies on the part of 
Spain, and remained on perfi Jlly 
amicaohr terms willi the other 
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dilates or Ainerictt. Rideeclf the 
uverthrow of Holivtir's Pcruviun 
constitution, while it relieved the 
Chilic'tns from unccasina anxiety 
respecting; iheir dangerous riei^h. 
hour, induces them, lor that reason, 
^ unite more closely willi the. new 
government of Peru. So long as 
liolivar c^>ntinued at Lima, Chile 
•\vas the refuge of the iliseontentcil 
Peruvians, uml could not feel se- 
cure for a nuiment from the amhi- 
-tjous designs of Holiva;, who, in 
coQCofnvitTniie ex-director 0 ‘Hig- 
gins, had once occasioned a revolt 
in (Miiloe, and although finally un- 
successful in that “atteiniit, proba- 
bly had not abandoned his orisritiai 
purpose. Hut while <l< livcr»‘d from 
immediate fear in that ipiarier, 
Chile was still sul»j*‘ct to the iiicur- 
.sioiis of the Indians in the souiitern 
extremity of the republic, 'rin* 
'^iiviige.s wi'fc led by Manhiaiu 
Pincheira, and otlu-r r♦’lics of the 
royalist part\, ^Im, \\lu'n the re- 
iMihlicaiis ohtaiiietl tlir eontrtd of 
CUile, t ok ref jg*; iiinon:: the ind«*- 
_Lunnlenl tribes iii (In* siMil!i..:ind 
mainlHiiied (hemsehes by a 'i\''tein 
of robbery and pillage, which they 
dignihed with tlie name of t\ur. 

J lut they were so hunl pressed hv 
ic ('hiiian forces, iliat .several of 
the leading Spani-sh refugees were 
making overtures of accommoda- 
tion, weary of living a life ofhard- 
ship and privation among their sa- 
vage canipunionc. 


, The great subject which has agi- 
tated the Chilians during the pe- 
riod under consideration, has been 
the que.stion concerning the nature 
of their government, — whether it 
.should he moiiidled upon the cen- 
tral or the federal system. W armly 
attached as we are to the admira- 
hie form of government enjo\cd in 
the Vnited Slates, the best adapt- 
ed, we eoncoive, to the circum- 
stances of our Country, which the 
art of man could devise, — .still we 
caniKp a\i>id being impressed with 
thc*forril)lc reasoning of those who 
oppose its esialjlishmciit in Chile. 
A.s the topic is curious and inte- 
resting. we ci'iiclnde our account 
of Chile with a staiement of the 
tlisciW'ions which it has awakened 
there. When the congress of 
iKJt) dccrec'd to frame the consti- 
liilioti according lo the federal sv^. 
tern, as incident tliercv. they csiub- 
li<lu'd provincial assemblies in the ' 
great sections of the. republic, 
whose business 11 ^In.uld be to ratify 

• A 

the coiistiiutitiu. to be proposed by 
' coiign’.''S to ibem as I he immediate 
representativ^es irf ihc people. But 
these very assemblie.s, by usurping 
aulhoritv which does not belong to 
iheiii, and hv interposing before* 
hand in the discn.ssion of the con- 
stitution, have done much to defeat 
thu whole object. 

'I’he assemblv of Copccpcion 
met late in the year and one 
of the first nets of llie body, iinmc- 



AiVNVAL REGISTER, 


m 


diately nAer its orj^anization, wqs 
the preparation of an elaborate 
memorial, under date of December 
i)d, strongly representing to con- 
gress the untitness'of the federal 
system for Chile. This paper is 
not very ably drawn up, and does 
very imperfect justire to the ques. 
tion ; but it served at least to ma- 
nifest the feelings of the assembly, 
and to produce its influence as 
their public act. ' But the proceed- 
ings of the assembly of ^9antiago 
attracted still more attention. On 
the 15th of March they addrc*<cd 
a communication fo the (*hilian 
congres.s, covering a copy of the 
instructions given to thoirdcputii*?, 
requiring them to oppose every dis- 
position, constitutional or partial, 
which tended to establish a formal 
federation, and to destroy the na- 
tibnal unity and consolidation; and 
instructing them to support a sys. 
'teni which, wi.ilc it preserved the 
unity of the republic, should confiT 
on the provinces the power of over, 
seeing and regulating their intrr. 
iial economy. The delegates from 
Santiago desired the a^lvice of the 
legislative body respecting their 
duty; and much dispute ensufMl 
upon the point botli in the public 
journals and in congress. But as 
the assemblies had no authority to 
give instructions to their delega- 
tion, beiqg constituted only to dis- 
cuss and examine what congress 
should submit to them for ratifica- 
tion, not to dictate in anticipation 


what sboiifii be so submitted, it 
was decided 'that the instructions 
had no binding force upon the de^ 
ptities as menihers of congress. 
Kverv one will admit the propriety 
of this decision ; hut \e? (he usNiim- 
irig to give instructions in congress, 
of whirii not only Concepcion and 
Santiago, hut t'oqnimbo also was 
guHty, was a small usurpation oi 
authority, compared with other 
acts wliich followed. The sisscriibly 
of Santiago voted that no law ofth'- 
national congress shoiild be entbr- 
ced within the limits of the province 
without their ii|>probafion. That 
of Colchairuii took possession of the 

nalioiial fuiitis coniributtMl by the 
province, and appropiatml them 
arcordiiig to their own judgment. 
All these proi'ciMlings indicate the 
natnn; of the mil, and clearly siiow 
in what way it sliotild be remedied. 
The dissoliiiion of the provincial 
assemblit -4 would be the lirst step 
towards improvement. But this 
would bi; of littb> avail, unless the 
idea ot niimilufing tlu' federal s\s. 
teni, where everv thing is ad\i*rhc 
to it, should be abandoned at once. 
Fniin the piditieal disquisitions in 
the ('bilian journals, ami the me- 
morials of ( 'oiieepcion and San 
tiago, there is no dillirulty in col- 
iceting a fair view of tlie question. 

They who supported the federal 
system, and who must have done 
it in good faith, liow'ever much 
mistaken in their views, objected 
to the plan of centralism, tb«t» 



tiiougii more simpio, uifrc expedi. 
cious, und better adapted to prc. 
vent political convulsions, )et that, 
in the ordinary course of things 
it must he pr6ii(.‘ to degoni^rute in. 
to the worsl»of all forms, a tyniii. 
wical oligarchy. It fends, they 
said, to centiMiV/.e riches in the 
point whi?re the snpivnic powers 
t'cside, impovrrishini; the (aher^le- 
parlments, hec.-mse while tlie for- 
iner offers splendour, eunvenienecs, 
!;i(M'iirity, and the place and means 
of aspTTtii;rTi* rank and iionotir, the 
latter is destitute of all attractions 
fitted to iiiliirc the rieh and eiiligiit- 
eaod, ami allords no room to exhibit 
opulenoc, nor any ohjeels of pur. 
suit worthy to sustain atnhition. 
All the a<lvunta*;t‘S of government 
would he likely to fall upon the 
provinces near to the capital ; all 
its disad\autagcs upon the remoter 
departments of t lie republic. This, 
however, was mere general theory, 
and its inappliealulitN to i)ie actual 
condition of (’Idle will app«*ar trom 
a>l)rief examination of the other 
sidimf the ipiestion. i 

Cliile IS a single iimlivided slate, 
containing a population of alniut u 
million, and having thus far proved 
wholly incompetent to support the 
'expense of one administration. Its 
internal orgaiii/alion hears no 
analogy whatever to the I nited 
Stales. The (Miilian federalists, in 
proposing life frame ol’governmcnt 
of thi.*»conntry as their model, have 
fjiilcd-lo roHerf that they proClTd 


in direct opposition to the principle, 
which actuated our wise and pni. 
dent .forefathers. Federation in 
Chile signilies a new thing, and 
must produce results entirely con- 
trary to those, which it produced in 
North America ; as any one may 
perceive who observes and com. 
pares the dilTercmt circumstances 
of the two countries, without being 
deceived by names. lk*re, where 
the object was to organize states, 
which had been separate and inde. 
pendent from tlicir very fouiula- 
tiog, 'federation did produce, and 
must iicccssaitly produce, union. 
But there, wiiere the political sys- 
tem lia.s always been one kingdom, 
presidency, or capllania, federation 
must produce the opposite circci 
of division. 

If the example of the United 
States w ere adduced as proving the 
utility and convenience of confede- 
rating all tlie new states of Spanish. 
South America, it would certainly 
he strictly applicable ; and it might 
be easy to demonstrate tlieVxp?}. 
diency of such a combination of 
sister states, which are now sepa- 
rate in point of lacf. Federation 
among them would constitute an 
easy, honouruhle, useful, conve- 
nient, and truly fraternal mode of 
union. But to e.stahlish the princi- 
ple i>f confederation among those 
communities which arc dcnoininn- 
' ted the proviinfos of (.’hne, would 
only be introduce a temporary 
anarchy, whose duration it would 
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be impossible to predict, but which 
it is probable would soon torminate 
in a scene of disorder, that would 
tempt some skilful soldier of for- 
tunc to interpose, and make him- 
self master of the government. — 
These provinces possess neither 
adequate size, population, and re. 
venues, nor a suHicicnt number of 
freeholders and men of intelli- 
gence, nor tiic habit of living in 
such a state of >.-<('paration. Nor 
could tlic requisite provincial inte- 
rests exist in Chile, without creating 
a set of narrow little pfjliticipns, 
who would be driven to rely upon 
personal or family prejudices and 
local antipathies for the support of 
their influence. 1’he consequence 
would he, a general spirit of [loiiii- 
cal dissolution, tecbhmess, and con- 
fusion, insfoad of that harmonious 
Qrder, that regular subordination, 
that cheerful «.nd well understood 
. concert, that sysu maijc march 
of public insliluiion.s, that indepen- 
dent, yet mutually adjusted action ; 
('t^l wiiich so remarkably character- 
ize the political organization of the 
United States. 

What the operation of tlie fede- 
ral system in ('hilc would be, ac- 
cording to the sentiments of the 
central party there, in whidi uc 
fully concur, may be explained 
by an obvious illustration. Mas. 
saebusetts. New- York, Pennsylvu- 
nia, Virginjp, and the other original 
states, had been regulated ever 
since their sottlmient as distinct 


governinertts, perfectly indepcit- 
dent of one .another, although oc> 
cupied for the most part by English 
emigrants, and subjected, more or 
Icss, to the direct control of one 
coiifinoii head, the kiig of Great 
Hritain. When the war of the ra 
volution broke out, they confcdcra- 
ted for the cuinmon defence, and 
af\pr wards combined more closely 
in a permanent federal iiniun. Rut 
siippuse they had ouch revolted 
Irum the English govenmient se^. 
parately, and, wiiether Cv .'.IvUipo- 
raneousiy or not, yet witlioul any 
organized concert ; and had thus 
individuuilv fought their way to in- 
dependence, Itaving no common 
leader, no comnu>n coI 1 gr(^^s, no 
common urinv, and no coiniuon 
funds fur proseciiling the struggle ; 
the mure powi'rful and successful 
occasionally handing aid to tlieir 
ies.s fortunate neighbours, hut each 
and ail stdl reruiiiiiig their old sc- 
parate distinct political s\ stems ; 

In such circiiinstunces, what 
should we think of a proposal to 
subdivide New-Vork, or l*erni>!yl- 
vaiiia, into twenty little stutirs, to 
be confederated together under a 
general stale govermnf'iit, giving to 
each of their counties, lor iiistuticc, 
a' legislature, a judiciury, and an 
executive authority, and all the ex- 
pensive train of pnldic ollicers ne- 
cessary to constitute an indepen. 
deni government : Would not this 
bo con.Hidert;d its doing wanti-in vio* 
lento to the existing social svsteni. 
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uuroducing disunion an!i separation 
under the name ofcoitfedcracy, and 
siihjectinuT the people to a weight 
of public taxation, absolutely in- 
supportable even in the ricl| and 
thriving country where we have 
‘ihe ha|)piness to live ? And yet 
this I'topian scheme, which, when 
applied to a stafo of things where- 
* \>ilh we are familiar, is so manil'-st- 
i y wiljl and chimerical, i ; precisely 
tv hat the central party are seckiii;; 

avert from ( ’In)*'. 'J'o endeavour 
' to apply hrViiile, v.ltidi is ami has 
always been oar. a cuistitnfitin lie- 
sijfned tor a cliislor of >iates, they 
lastly desenhe as iiothin^r hotter 
tiian rmim:: up Chile' into a eollec- 
lion of ( V//r//ov. 

Mcviiai ami ('entral America, it ^ 
IS true, liave a<l<ipfeil tlie fedeial 
svstem- ami a ponion of the Co. 
lomhiaii s prole>,s to desire it, as 
well as some of the provinces iif 
Ihienos \\res. ihit in .Mt'xico, 
the proceediiii^s of tlie last year 
show liow ilillicidl the liml it to 
acc'omodate fhemseivts to' a svs. 
fein m new ami slran;rc to tlwumi. ' 
(h.Milral America thus far has lend- 
ed to prove, that federation luast 
he the natural union of several 
stales, not the niti icial division of 
one, III or Icr to operate advaiita. 
jri-o' sjv for the puhlje good ; lie- 
cause iis eii’iKtitulioii, hv forem^ 
upon the country live scperaic po. 
vernments, ami their attemlutit ex- 
pcnscSiliiiR led to nothing but con. 
fusion ’and civil war. C'oInmbiM 


luid Buenos Ayres alford cases 
nioro favon ruble to the introduction 
of tire federal system than any 
other South American states; the 
latter, on account of the distance 
and extent of its provinces; the 
former, hecause it is in fact an a^- 
i;re^uliori fd'*(ri’itories fnrriierly dis- 
hurl. 'J lie di**iracif(l condition ofthc 
prov mc'-sof La I’iatamav he a^:fTib- 
ed in ::ri at pan to tlie Bra/ilian war; 
and ihercfoi't; we ornit to allci-c 
ihfir in siipjMTt of oiir posi- 
tion. , < ’'domhia heiiiL' Composed of 
liie1hr«'i '-t.'paiatc Sp.mish •;overn- 
im iiK of Carac.cas, Santa F*', and 
tioii**. v.wta’d ea-il\ af.mit of hemp; 
stiliih. i*!cd mto the same ii’imhcv 
<d‘ '•t.jt: and oi’ ilei** ri ci ivjM:; 
iIk' tederal forme,’ adi niii.'iralieii. 
\et even iiiciv, the in Iter epiiiion 
.‘•eem'' to I’lve'ir tl. " ci.ntial svs.- 
tcin. Tin* cause <*f indepcmlenct 
ill Culomhia w as alm(4>t desperate, 
until \cnr/iiela and New tlrenada 
uiulcd preparatory to a consolida- 

ted covernineiic ; and iiin’it r iis in- 

• ^ 

tlucm-e the j'rovpeviiv. power, amt 
respcclahililv of tii-* lepniihi* Inul 
i,oiin; I'll yrmhiallv inereasiii;:, unlii 
,the parilcidal msurrt*' iion of l\u ■/ 
in Ven«'/.m la. and the machina- 
tions of tiie adlu'ienls of inilitai v 
despotism on the Facilic, interrupt- 
ed the auspicious march of affairs. 
Soitii.il while ti l! theoretic:!] ai 
t;;uinenl auion;* tjie (Mnliays is i!> ■ 
eid^dly in fiponr <)f coi^limiii?;: lit*' 
central svsloni there, the central 
parlv dep'o sirenath and eonti- 
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tloncc tVoiu, 01* til least arc not at». 
swercd by. the example ofthc other 
South American republics. 

Upon this question arc the par. 
lies in Chile divided. The plan of 
the federal party is to introduce 
their system gradually, and by 
piecemeal. They feel convinced, 
by the proceedings of the proviii- 
•:ial assemblies, tliat an attempt to 
introduce tlic federal system in all 
its parts at once, will surely defeat 
the whole plan. Hence tln^y desire, 
b\ the gradual adoption of separate 
portions of it, to accustcmi ilie poo- 
pic to its operation ; thinking tliey 
will thus be finally brought to ap. 
prove it in the whole. The ccuirul 
part), on the other hand, insist up- 
on the inexpediency of tlie entire 
system, the untairness <tf endea- 
vouring to eornipt and doceivi? the 
peojde into it. by means of govern- 
uienl patron.'fge, and governiueni 
presses; and tin; m-ci.-ssit) of siimie- 
diatel) coinpl«*jing a suitable con. 

whieli may pul un end to 
tiio emljaMa-^mciiti ol' tiic leptib. 
li*'. • 

'rii*- gw^eiijmeiil olit.'lnii, tijere. 
lore, .still ri-.’D.iins to be orgaiii/. 
r»ti a pennanent fooling. 'I’hiee 
attempts have been ma<lo to clfett 
thi.s purpose, at lliree su» (*i-s-,i\e 
periods since the revidnlion eom- 
Jiienced ; hut all of }.'jeni have 
proved un.Mi‘:ce.«,sjii!, In Is2.‘{, the 
first cofj'.tiftn-nt congr^-.s^franuyl a 
‘•o'.istitulion, Iiich was destroyed 
•' :» fi-’.v rr>or'?!f- i'’* r !•» fjt 


solemnly sworn bt, with gicut 
potnp, and extraordinary ceremony . 
Its imperfect organization and di- 
vision ofthc powers of government; 
its gi;eat(‘oniplc.\ity, wliicli render- 
cd a multinl icily of details neces- 
sary ; its great obscurity ; and 
other marking defect.-^, conspired to 
bring it to u spjredy ami unregref- 
tedVnd. Another comstitiient con- 
gress was installed in |S*Jd, under 
auspices iipparer.iiy nioic i'avoura- 
ble ; but lUiiiapiUK . it became, ere 
long, a prr\ to the spirdT/f ‘faction, 
and led to scenes of scandalous 
anurcjiv, \\liic}i pnuliU f.d ifs di<. 
.-oluiioii l>v mean'* not the most re- 
gular, hut th»‘ ii'trgiil..rity ot' w hit'ii 
was overlookial. in (•on'‘ideratioM of 
the necessil v of the measure. Wv 
pass hy the c«>ngic.<s of l.vjo, be- 
cause it was, in tael, notliing 
hut an as>emfjly of the pro\ince of 
.Saiiliago ; and was ilis.soU»*fl b\ 
the ext eulivi'. for it.'* atu mpts in 
exercise a national amlu»ril\, to 
which It wa.^ not entitled. Uiii.-il. 
K came the third ci.n-tituf ni r^ii 
grei« ol IS'ili. which pronii'-eil 
much h» ;t; / t.’;:.., ; 

O • |n,. h r. ; . . ,j f, 

the uncommon p.-nod of a ve.'i!. 
l]iJt the causes which we ha\e cy, 
plained al somo lengih, defeate«r 
tin; o; liii> l oiigrcss, and 

led t«> ils di-vsolulioii, le.avir.g ih • 
country ns ile.-iMtuie of any funda- 
iiienfa! law cs c\ei. fts hi.lm 
was ilie iippoiulmcril of a National 

*oimjuillof 111 o( « -oils, ^l|ll•<’V 



i/C(l 10 approve or reject all propo. •onstituiion, on the basis ol such 
sitioris whicli the execution might general principles as mav be agreed 
submit, thus discharging the two- upon* by the rahildoft and provin- 
tbld duty of a council of govern- ciul assemblies. And at this point 
inoiit, and a pro\isionul Icgis^itive stood tlie general government of 
body; and liirtber authori/.ed and ('liili, near the close of the vear 
required to draw up the plan of a 

'I lie i*aU;riiils of tliis ilu|il'-r tirv •ibtuim-d from ilio tilts of Ihi; rfb'iir.ilb ii» 
Vttli»ariiiso, Piitriut;i Cluli-iio, Kl V*-r«Ji(U*ro Libi'ral. I.a lOstrelb di (.'hilt*, K,1 Conif- 
‘a.aml La I'nl.i «b;l tlumolu, La r.xtraordinanu. and LI Indf'jicridifntij. msvvit 

}lapl•r^/ imblishod irii.'iiili. • 
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at ^KO'tUi't Jrom lioh-^rarn^uay. 

Till, (it* (lie war bt*. 

iwi'tMi Brv/.ii. ami llir 

OK rni. Ilio I>i; I^.\ Pi \r\, K-mlrr' 

M Kon\OUM lit lo (real ol' llir allair'^ 
of tiH'ir two (.'(iinitiio" ill « oujutic* 

a:^ tlii> war o(‘rii|>i( < si) |m’oii)i. 
m nt a |»Iacf in tlinr lii>tMr\. 
di>-ji'iisn)ns. wliii li lia\«' (lisrra<i« d 
llio >ir>»’ral jiorlioiis ol” tin: ronuliliK, 

< oiitrilMit«* to tlu- j»n'tin»' 

of’ falannts. wlm li those liiu- re, 
'ii«iii'i jirt seiii. I'he anareh^ *of the 
lim.luH Asreaiis. like the liespo. 
tisiii wliieh o|»|»re'>'!i •* tlie Bra/.i- 
jiaiis, IS a^i^ravated li> the liorrors 
of an idh* and nsele.ss roiilf '.l. 
v\liu:li lire)-* iijioi) the resoiirec'. 
and |»ios|»cril\ of eaeh. withoiit 
{iroiiiisin;; au\ ailvaiil.ipe ot' ad**- 
quale iraportanev to nlher. It wa^' 
prejM^sterous m l\idn>. alreiul^ p**?'- 
ae«siji{; an rinpire c»f ‘iitrh .'nor- 


nuais majiiutude, to seek toenlai*;'- 
it h\ eoiiniie^i, usurpation, or \io- 
latm^ the rights ot’liis rioi^dihours. 
And ii IS pre|)osterous lor ilie rc- 
piihlic to jeopardize its owii exis- 
teiiei;, in tVuiiless endeavours to ex- 
tend it.seir over all tlie provinces 
eompreliend» d in the old viecroyal 
t\ ot' Buenos A\ res. 

It seems to he a prevailing er*oi 
in .South Aim’iica, that, on the one 
hand, the several eoni|)onent por- 
tions of file lespeciivi: Spanish 
m»vernnu‘nis dv» not lull> appreci- 
ate llu* advantages of union to 
iheinseivt's ; and that, un the other 
hand, tlie ancient capitals of those 
govi rnnieiits are excessivelv and 
unreasonuhly anxious lo etlecl a 
ronsohdativ>n,*v\hieh is worse than 
rtseles:*, if it he not voluntary. 

• Kvnlenec of tin*' inav ho found in 
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ilu' recent liistoiy of all the large, 
republics : and especially that of 
La Plata. The extent of the vice- 
royalty of Buenos Ayres was al- 
ways inconveniently great ; and cir- 
cumstances have cons]>ired, since 
>he conunencernent of the revolu- 
tion, to facilitate the siiiuiivisioii or 
dismeinherinent, to \vl»ich it w'as 
iia'unilly iitclined. I’pper Peru, 
although sulijpct to Buenos Avres, 
necessarily, from its local position, 
follows (lie fordiiics of Peru, not of 
Buenos Ayres ; and it is vain for 
the politicians of La Plata to refii'.e 
the lihcriy of self government to 
•ikC BM!i\i:ms, with vvliom they will 
iiovci i‘C re-unilcd. except as allies, 
Mf i.s tiiu coinmeii sul)j(?cts of some 
'00 .^ucr'cs<!i'| flUJ'jucror. Vs little 
< i/i the Bu'uins .\\reans hope that 
P:ir:igii;iy siiall belong to lln-m, in 
'In? ordinary course' of events. 
'I'ln-ir new ail<pij[>t to regain the 
l?anda si ems hardiv near- 

r a Inqipy consiiiiimatioii now, 
’hail it was when Vrtigas main, 
rained against them the iiideptm- 
draicc of Monttjvideo, These cases 
illiislrato the remark, (Jiat the go- 
vernment of the republic has taken 
a wrong view of the supposed ne- 
• essily of preserving the integrity 
of the old viceroyalty. 

h is ccpially evident from the 
proceedings of the interior provin 
CCS of the republic of La Plata, that 
they are Ignoiuil ofihe commonesl 
;>riiiciplos of political wi.Mloin, and 
destitute nf all sound view?* of their 


own intcrcstl Nothing else eua su. 
tisfucturily account for the ground- 
less hostility they manifest towards 
Bi/euos Ayres, their frinpient erup- 
tioiis of strange disorder, (heir in- 
vasion of one another’s tfjrrilory, 
upon ih(! pettiest subjects of difier- 
eiicc which ever agitated imm. We 
n.'laled somo iiidiajipy insmnrcs of 
this in the preceding vohiinc ; 
but .^iiioe then the evil has in- 
creased beyontl measure. 

We left tin? general congress' 
occupied with the discussnai of a 
fundannmtal rode. They had re- 
solved to follow tin? system of ceii- 
tral unity ; and the plan of. consti- 
t'.ition jeported was almost iden- 
tic;'. I ly llie iume as that of Colom- 
hia. I'or the reasons .staled in oui 
chaplf t .»ji I’hile, wo think it 
may reasomibly be doubted, wbe 
Iher I ho federal system can he in. 
ii'oduced bcnellcially into each and 
all ol the old Spanish govern 
iiienis ; but tliore is reason to 
think that liic vieeroyalty of Bue- 
nos Ayres atfnrd.s as fair a field 
lor the trial of it a.s any part of 
.South America ; In cause it i.s na- 
Rurally and easily divisible into 
separate portions. Perliaps, there, 
fore, it is unfortunate that the 
federal system was not selected 
by eongre.s.s for the basis of llicii 
coiistilntioa ; becau.se the iiilro- 
duction of centralism has fur- 
nished tin; interior provinces with 
a pretext Ibr inveighing against the 
.'imbitioii of Buenos Ayres, and the 
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ficmand of a federal^ constitution 
has proved a convenient rollviii^ 
word for the disalFected. Bui ilie 
example ufCcntral America, shoVs 
that stability would not necessarily 
attach to.tl'e federal system. In- 
deed, euiif^ress hesitated to fix upon 
the central plan, without lirst con- 
sult iiijr fhu h'(!voral provinecs, and 
ascertaining that a majority [^refer- 
red it, before proc.tjcdina to sane- 
tion it as the funilaim'nial law .if 
•the republic. 

Nevertheless, towards tin- close 
of the year LsUli, and early in the 

ar Ih‘JI7, the interior pri»vinccs 
'vop eiveii up to the most deplora- 
ble nnarchy and confusion. De- 
tached notices occasionally reach 
us through the .South American 
Jiewspapers, plainly imheatimr tiie 
unhappy state <if thinirs. Thus, 
in JamiarN, we read .'n*. 

Counts in the lUieiio'. \\rcan joni- 
nals, of the pro\inc<’ of San .liian 
In in*; taken p*e.session of hy I). 
I’acumlo <iuiro}ra, at the head i*f 
four luindi'ed men from Itioja, wlio 
compelled the fjovernor apd liis* 
troops to retire to Memlo/a. and 
seek forsuccour there: an lucidcnl 
leseinblin^ what had occurred at 
iho same place, the year before. 
Quirnpn having muted Lamndrid. 
entered into Tncuman, with Ibar- 
ra, {Governor of Santiago del Ks. 
le.ro, who, like Bn.'^tos. tin* «««>\er- 
nor of (!ordo\a, refusetl to ri'eo^- 
nise the authority of the n.itiniial 
vri»vernmenl. Hut thev wen* athT 


.wards attacked, and their forces dis- 
persed, by colonels Bedova and 
Heredia, who then entered into 
the city of Santiago. When the 
pro\inces *>f .(lordova, Uioja, and 
San‘iano del L-stero, were thus in 
u statu of o|n:M revfdl, carrying their 
arms into 'rueuman, and Mel. mg 
oid> to superior bjrcc. to sn»p ii.eir 
eareer of violence, \\e nia\ con- 
ceive the di.-ordered coiidiiioii of 
the n puhlic. 

Afterwards, an engag* 'nent \sa.' 
fougiit in the vieimiv ot' Salta, in 
uhicli colom-i Beiluva, who com- 
manded a (iivi.sioii of vl I iiKMi, in 
behalf of the genera! government, 
,was defeated, and slain, wiih 17t) of 
ins tlillowers. In cunsctpience oi' 
this, the governor Arenali *>■ ffimd 
it inM'essarv to lly, t. iking, li wa 
supposed, till.' nuui tiu' ('iuio. hy tii. 
cordillera of lluawco: and in hi.- 
place, the federali^ eiiief 1). .b.-se 
Francisco tlorriii, succeeded ^olll^ 
conmiaml. Tiie huier was princi- 
pally eiiabli'tl lo ilo (his h\ mi'an- 
ofabodv of Colombian grenadiers, 
of the division cantoned in Boli\ia. 
who niiilinjed in the province of 
roclnihnmha. and passed over tlu' 
linos into Salta. 'J'his incident 
gave many jiersons oecasion to 
sny, altliough the imputation was 
entirely without foundation, tlmi 
i^ie whole was an intrigue vu 
Sucre's, h is not ciedil’le. that 
Suere. if disposed lo iud liie iciieral 
jiarly against the ci'iiii.di.sls oi 
IhiiMios Am'us, c'I'wIm' Ii ll:< P' i** 1.0 
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evidence, would have adopted, 
means so fatal to the discipline of 
his army as the promotion of a tic. 
titious insurrection. In tact, the 
mutinous grenadiers, to the nuniber 
of 180 men, heat otf the (Jivisiitu 
of general 0‘Connor, wh(» pursued 
them, and they, no doubt, joined 
the insurgent chief Gorriti, instead 
of Arenales, because they must 
have submitted to more exact disci, 
pline under the latter. Besides, 
president Sucre would never have 
intrusted such a secret to the keep, 
iiig of 180 [irivatc soldiers. 
the contrary, the feileral party in 
Salta accused Sucre of snstatriing 
Arenales, who, as many thouiflit, . 
intended to take rcfuire in (’liii<)ui. 
Saco. The chief subjects of com. 
plaint against \renales, on the snle 
of the insurgent party, were the 
prolongation of his command in the 
province, and (hp introduction there 
of tlie paper of the bunk of Buenos 
Ayres. 

The foundation upon which this 
bank was established, was in viola, 
tiori of all the soundest and most 
undeniable principles of political 
economy, it lias been the niisfor. 
tune, however, of many countries 
in modern times, to fry most rui^ 
nous experiments in banking, when 
the government was pressed by pe. 
cuniary embarrassments. .Volhing 
hut the peculiar circumstaiices of 
England coiiM have sustained the 
credit of its bank paper, wln ii the 
specie payments of the hank of En- 


gland were suspended ; and thoti. 
fore the m'iginal establishment of a 
hiink in Buenos Ayres, upon the 
principle of not paying in specie 
on denianii, necessarily could re. 
suit only in augmtuited .financial 
distress. Kegardless, hf)wevcr, of 
the considerations appertaining to 
the actual couditioii of the country, 
regardless of all the lessons of ex- 
peruMicc, the state men of the La 
Plata planneil an instilntion.inwliu-li 
loss and rnui were inliereiit ipiaii- 
ties. Congress I'nai’ied a l:iw for the 
creation of a na'.ional bank, wbicit 
should n'dtMMii stniie of its niUc’^ 
during the (ir'>t six miuilbs of the 
vear following lie' date of the law': 
oril\ one third of llo* bills in flivii- 
lation during the next six months : 
only one half in the six months en. 
suing; and only two thirds during 
the Inst moiety of llie seconil year : 
and no payments being allowed at 
all, except in mgttts of a tlionsaiid 
or tivi> bnndred dollars each. .At 
the same time it was [irovidcil that 
the nolew shoiibl be current for 
6ieir iMUninal value tbroiigbout the 
whole territory of the republic. 
'I’be cons<Mpn,‘iiccs w ere ea.sy to be 
foreseen. No purchases could be 
iiiadf; of tbreign merchants in (his 
currency ; nor would it he accept- 
able ill London, in discharge of 
the dividends on the national debt. 
Of course a great depreciation lb|. 
lowed instantly upon Ibn issue of 
the notes. A‘« the govcniinerit re- 
ceived ibcni in payment of taxes. 
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the levcQuc suflcrod in actual cur- 
tuilinent in exact prbportioii to -the 
amount of depreciation. AH duties 
upon foreign coniniorcc had fallen 
off, in consequence of the hlqckade 
of the city of Buenos Ayres ; and 
in this season of cmharrassinont 
niid confusion, witii tiie prices of 
all articles of consiinj|)(ion greatly 
enhanced, the industrv of the c\>uii- 
try diverted into tl>e husinessof the 
war, and the union upon the e\c of 
complete dissolution, Uie govern- 
ineul was compelled, in tin* \m v 
regions associated with the hlea (»f 
iniiieral wealtli, to hn\ dollars at a 
Itretiiiuni of fort) per in or- 

der to malic it-^ romiltam-e* to l:!u- 
ropo. 

This project of a nalioiud hank, 
horn to msoUem v, w„s liie n -nii 
of imperfect ideas iinoji ilu; sui'i<a i 
ofiiauking, and of llio want of po. 
liiie.al skill, havliioii^iil, iiad jad.i;. 
ineiu. Bui another f.-.n i . i:a u- 
iioned in tli'' lhi^h>ii ( ui'to aii.c!.'-. 
wliicli slums ihe iniI‘Oi‘ihf\ of i!,,* 
government, ;m*l lie. al.^eru*- •«! all 
• ‘rtieient eonirnl o\«’ri!,e pr iv.iiei s* 
composing tin; eonfeiierae\ . In 
Buenos Ayre-J, as in other |»arls of^ 
Spanish Vtin'iica, tin* re\«»luiii»:i. 
which threw open every thing to 
Mhc achemes of pnva'e siieeulation. 
drew the utti'iition o*' moni*‘d men 
to the mines, from uhieh Miidi ini- 
iiiense quantities of silver hud heeii 
extracted uiuitM* the colonial aiitlio. 
ritica.* Diigliuh capital qiiicKty 
sotighl for iiivostmoni in this new 
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•and tempting Held of speculation : 
and the consequence was, among 
some few fortunate attempts, a 
great numhc;r of deplorable fail- 
ures, in which large quantities of 
good silver were expended, and 
very lillle obtained from the earth 
in return. A company v.as formed, 
among the rest, under the name oi 
the llio lie la Plata Mining Asso- 
ciation. Capital was snhscrlbi’d. 
and considerahle exjiondituro in- 
ciirred in tin; purchoi; of niachim.'- 
ry, .hiring of luimu’s and agents, 
aiM other prcparat<»ry >tr ps ; tin* 
g*iVfrnment of the republic ha', in.': 
Contracted to afsij.jj »(> iho cumpa. 
.ny certain mines, as tie- 

'.niijoei.s of its npi rali.iu. But wlttn 
the agent- ot’ the Company went l< 
look for ilu'ir miin s. ji m « !n< iln 
j»n.»\iijees in winch lint \>« n- !oca- 
ted, r.nhsitl 10 cnniiiin ii,f rdi:. 
•iiacts of tile gi’ner*il :;w\ i.'iiimenl. 
tl.Jiin.ng a ii..:'il t.t ih-p^v.' of tin* 
liC.'ies ac*‘oriin.j; ' • I m- ,• o".;. 
view;'. 'I'i’.i' -an: ' i. .'I'. :''itiie !•< 
fel an agru'uliui.il a-*- tn-miifii. anti 
a sticieiv for • i.e.:;'.iiion. lurih 
formed inn’y'i' liu' ..tisp;.-. < ot I’ne 
giivormnen*. :;n*i#a«'T!ii‘; tl'f 
faith of it> a ‘ suraner-. 

.S) ineft'eelive wt if tin- oper.i. 
lions of t)ie Will' hetwicMi Bi:i/t; 
and La Phita. uiiimg llif \ea: 

that, wiili.tiil pa.-.-iHg till m m 
revii'W here, as we in'.iiiiap al an m- 
Ityilioii of doing, in om' aei .miii ot 
tl^tt year, we shall content our 
selvi\s with narrating *h'’ 
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portanf Micnienfs whirli havi* sinr^** 
tniiisoired. During tUe Inst inonihs 
Hi’tlsnt yoar, things w*mt nut nmlo- 
l inlly changed in tlic theatre of the 
war. A Draziliaii fleet confinued 
to blockade Duenos Ayres, with 
more or less strictness, hut so etVei-- 
tually on tin' whole as to ruin the 
eomrnerec of the city, although 
\essels occasionall\ siiceeede<l in 
penetrating tlie blockading scpuid- 
mi. Sometimes, also, Buenos 
\yrean hrigsofwar, mid |>rivafecr< 

• .I'sniiill draught orureat 
passedupor down iit delianee*of 
the Brazilians. A heavy force of 
Bra’/ilian ver'scls cruised helwi'cii 
Hnenos Ayres ami .Monteviden. 
Ofi tlic other liaiid. to roiinterlja- 
in nee tlie'C advantages on the >idf: 
.r'tiie eiiu- ror, the gallant adnnrel 
llro’.Mi. ' i ll a Miiail sipiadroii of 
■ne brii'. ‘>i\ '•chodn-u >!, ami si': 

.. in 1 V. 'i.s'hlocka'Iing a Bra- 

a llotiila of iv.e:.?*, .ooe ".'lil 
;t !l;r' I ruguay. \dmiril Bro\Mi, 
l is swift ftuil'ng lu'igs aijd 

• or prival'*'*:’! unrjer fh" 

•her Plata, cat on’escry Bra- 
/ilian im.-rehantui'in Ije'.ween M<,n. 
:e;i(i(;o and Kio, and in le«*d 'wepi 
the Bra/ilian sea-^, making the 
■^leateil iiawK;. in their iin-.rcanti!*- 
,:.;irin“, ;i:i l oecioiona'.ly engaging 
in a Miecf ■ssfnl .‘ Inrini'!) fir tight 
with lla ir -liijis of v.ar. So lh:f<, 
Oil til.: nlnde, < arh party ttas 

iliering e.ViVciiiely i-v tie: ot!iei<'s 
•/peralifins, whicli, m\ertlieless, 
wore fiot fd*a character toprodnee 
riM', '■ re*^'!^*. Of* lie* 


of the wliule on the traflo of the 
twjh cfumtries,' tlu* money market 
furnished an fihvious and sure cri- 
terion. dollars hearing a premium 
of flftv or si.\fy per eeiif, uf Kin 
and dfiuhlooiis and tdlier specie 
ohtaining a still higher price at 
Buenos Ayres. 'rims far, each 
party soeinefl to acroin; lish 
nothnig hut the wearing it- 
self out hy its own iinhecilc ef- 
forts. 

In Deremher ami Jamiaiy*, an- 

|K‘ar;iuef'^ iiidirntf'd that they fie. 
sigiiefi some impfirtant movement 
h\ lainl. which it was to he impeil 
would not eini in empty ihreat- 
:md i«l!e hra\iidf>. 'I’he cnipi'i'or's 
vovjige to St. Cathariim’s and Bit* 
(Jranth', Irom whif li so inneh was 
jiuticipated, Icfl tti no results itf 
ariv inomeut. I lis riepartnre on 
fi t* expedififtn, sei iiis to have jufi- 
t!;!'** <I >omi; apprrtiensifins iit Poe. 
ii'i-. \\rf s ; niasnnifli as Bivad i- 
vi;i i>snf.f| a jiroclamiition upon or- 
easi in «if it, annomicnig tie* fact. 
a?M) fanif’sily eiletrlmg tin* citi- 
Zens «r the repilhlie to l|l•\e!l(p* 
all llii.'ir restnirees in ni lf.df fenc**. 
\llpartii:s were fiisappfiiMirMl.ihep*- 
fore, hy ilie i mperor's return to Bi< . 
otiji’.e ir>tliof.lanu:irv.alierlcs.slliai 
two m•lnt!l^s ahseiict*, lia\ iiig left he. 
hind him no pen eptihle impression 
upon the ojierationM of tin* war. 
'J'he fiiriin body of liis liviops re- 
mained m the province of Bin 
(iratidi*, :i detncliiiient of iliehi still 
garri*-f»iiing Monleviilco and <’f»lf»- 
nia. in flu; Bai**l i thi"Mfu!. 'Vitli 
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siraigiiicncd levcnucs, a crippled 
navy, and an army Wliicii siibsii^ted 
only llirouirh the weakness of ^is 
advorfiary, Pedro inanifi*stO(l 'nn 
fiisposjtion to renounce or oiialitv 
his pretensions over lln* llaiida 
Oriental. And on tiic utlier liaiid, 
llie host acenunis represented the 
repiiblie'ans, amid all flieir dissen- 
sions, as "piwinj; more and mon* ex- 
asperated a;;ainsl the emperorevery 
day, and as hein^ dett rrnined to 
sillier any lliin;^ ratlivr, than ahan- 
d:i.i th(! riiilifs wliicli they elainual. 
In fine, their preparations imlieated 
an approaehino attempt, on their 
pan, to carry their arms into llio 
tirande, with the purpose orriskinir 
a balth?, and tlie hope of stirriiii; 
up (In; inhahituiits to insurreetion : 
and with the cerlaiut) at least of 
an Opportunity to ra\aue and de- 
spod llie (Miemy's Country. liid 
in anticipation of this, tin; muperur 
proceeded toconceiitratn liis forces, 
indiralin;; tin; like willitianos to 
run the lia/ard of a hatth'. 

Accorilin"!) , the llneiios A\reans 
heaaii hv drawiii" elosi-r thy ^ie«;^ 
of Montevideo. Previons to the 
middle of No\emln’r. general .'^olcr 
arrived hefore the walls with an 
Additional force of men ; ami 
^ some dissenti<Mis, which e.visted 
uinpn" the ofitcevs of the repnidi- 
can nrmy, were aceoinmodatrd hv 
the inlerveiiiioii »d’ Ik (’nrlos de 
Alvenr, the roiniiiainh*r in chief id' 
the {friny id’ La Plata. ’I'lie latli v 
at IfMiijth colhMMi'd an urnu of tntotl 


^neii, all represented as being in 
good condition, and more especial- 
ly the iiOttO troops of cavalry from 
the eastern hank, composing the 
vanguard. (leneral Alvcar threw 
liiirisolf helween the van of the im- 
perial army and Ilio (irande, am! 
continued to advance upon this ci- 
ty, paying due respect to the pr..- 
perly and p'jrs.>ii> oftlie inhabitants. 
The Buenos Ayreaiis rtiade several 
attempt to bring on a general en- 
gagement. Colonel Lawilla m- 
laoked and heat a division of iiii- 
porialists under Ventos Manuel on 

the loth of ^Tl)rll^I^y ; and on tin- 
I'ith, the same olhccr was again 
.defoiUed by (lencr.d Maiicilla. 

At length, on tin' ‘JOth, tin; twt. 
armies faiily encoimiejetl eacli 
other on liie field of . 

'J'hey were ahoiil eipial in mnneri- 
cal liirce, according to most m'. 
counts; and Alvtjar liims'-lf ad 
mils that skill and energy were f 
played on both sides. 'Hi ' nra- 
/ilians. aware of lli'^ powi rhi’- 
charge of tin' Ihienos A\re::;i 
valry. covend llieir ecr.ti«* tiie: 
thinks with a large hodv eiXi-. •.man 
lancers ; and tlie hatlie v. as ol".'.!. 
nately disputi'd for the sjvier .. 
six hours. Tiie rep’.ihlic.in eavalr 
twice charged the enemy, wiilie: * 
making tlie desirevl impivs-ion. le.r 
lieing liarrangiiedhy their nMiim le 
der. and pil'^hed on lotlie eli.ilye a 
third lime. tiie\ v.|cr»»'d»'d m ffiie. 
traling tin' imperial Im". and de 
eid'’d tlv f;0' (,f til • «i i\ . 'I i'r 
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Bra/iliitiis loir on the battle jrrouml . 
more than twelve iiiindrcd dcatl, iii- 
Marslial Abreu, ten pieces 
«it* artillery, all their luuuilious ol* 
war anil baggage, and a large 
number of priaoncrs. On the other 
'land, the Kuenos Ayreans 1 :;t, 
according to tiieir own aceounls, 
only four hundred wounded und 
killed, among whom tiic only otli- 
cer of rank v» as eolonel Urandzen. 
Congress passed a vote of thanks to 
general Alvear and liis forces for 
acliieving a victory, which, if fol- 
lowed up with adeijuatc spirit and 
vigour, might be deemed of great 
importance. 

Indeed, at llrst, general Alvear 
pushed Ills success with great ar- 
dour, atid marching; in full pursuit 
of the Brazilians immediately after 
ilie haltle, ent(*rcrJ »S. Cahiiel llie 
■Jdth of I'Vhniary, still ll)lluwingup 
iiis victory. Notwitlistaiiding this, 
VI account of the st;vrM al engage- 
ments was pid>lishtMi m Hir>, which, 
while it admitted that thf: Br.i/i- 
iirftis itcrc defeated on ll.o :J0th, 
and that tliey had lost Abreu and 
•iOOO men in tlie whole afiair, ron- 
taiiiod a statement of a battle r n 
the tJlst, in which the Buenos Ay - 
reans were said to have heeti heat- 
on with the loss of StMUt men. All 
this was a sheer fabrication, invciit- 
ed probably to counteract the 
efFect wiiicli the defeat of the im- 
perial army {night have upon the 
Brazilians ; because ti c coritifiuefl 
•idvanrre of the rep iblican arrriv 


sat|Sfuctordy'provcd. Bm tiiopciiii* 
iiigj negotiatioL.s for peace, which 
wt^shall presently describe, appear 
to have occasioned a suspension of 
the active operations of the army, 
at a tiii'ic when there was every' 
prosjiect of its nhtainiiig entire pos- 
session of the whofc province of 
Kio (irnnde. 

Suhscrpicntiy to the battle of 
V’ebrunry ‘itlth, the greatest con- 
sternal ion prevailed in the Kio 
((ramie, where business was cn-. 
tircly suspemh'd, and the richest 
inhiihitunts prepared to leave the 
place with their effects, tliere be- 
ing no adoipiate force to arrest the 
niovomonts of (be republican aniiy% 
Indeed, the latter could have taken 
military pussi ssimi of the province 
at any time immediately after the 
hatilc of liu/.iiingo ; for the Bra'/i- 
lian ir(»o|is were unable to make 
any .stand against the invaders : 
and kept themselves wiiolly on the 
defensive, for two or three months. 
\ slight -skirmish took place on the 
/ith of May, between a body of 
•CtH) Brazilian troops, and a hinull 
parly of Buenos Ayreans, w ho were 
ri;ni>-ing liieiii. : in a village, in 

adiaiice ol the anny; and beiog^ 
«urpriM d with their arms stacked,, 
were all lulled, or taken prisoners. 
Among ihi‘ l.ujfr was major Laval- 
leja, a iiejdjcw of the general of 
that name. At length the Buenos 
Ayreari army fortitied themselves 
at Boja, about forty leogucs'from 
Rio (frariflc, with an advance guard 
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• )t troops commanded by m- 
neral Lavnlleja. 'rhey i^enoraiy 
treated the inhabitants well, hut 
not without making predatory in. 
oursions into tho districts he(^l h\ 
the Brazilians. 'I'hus, on the 1st 
of Juno, about 300 of their cavalry 
came within twenty miles of Kio 
Grande, ?;arried otf a lar^o niiin. 
her of cattle and horses, and tfjen 
fell back to the main army. But 
the negotiations for pence, and the 
setting in of the wintes season in 
the rainy climate of the sfntihem 
temperate zone, eonirihated to pro. 
Vlur.o a ccssntioti of active ineu- 
■^urcs on either side. 

Meamvliiif, adinirul Brown’.s 
gallantry was gaiiiitu! eonsideralde 
honour, thoutdi small ailvantages, 
for the repiildit an arms on tlie ^\a. 
ter. On tin* Sth of r< liniarv.ho 
•'ompelled liv<* Bra/.ilinn ve*- el.s on 
the I nigiiay to surrender, and 
three othrr.s, wliich ran ashore, 
•ivere hiirnt hy the enemy, to pre- 
\ent their falling into his hamls. 
'rite re.sl of the Brazdian lA^naflron 
.statioiHMl on the l'ru<niay, ton in 
number, e.scaped up the river. I p. 
on this, Brown cotistrueieil several 
hatterie-s to command the mouth of 
tl^; river ; utid fortified the island ^f 
Marlin Ctarcia, l\ing oppiKsiie its 
enl ranee, so that hv means <if his 
little fleet and the cannon upon the 
shore, he. completely shut up llie 
Brazilian vessels ; which, as the rr. 
puhlictAis occupied the shores. wyre 
'oon obliged to surrender uncot»di. 


fionally. Aflcr this, Brown descend- 
od w'ith his vessel.s to Buenos .Ayres, 
and attacked the Brazilian blockn- 
ding sipiadron in the outer road.«, 
which lie foreffl to retire, and seek 
proteefum from one of tlie tViirato.s 
ivinga! some di«;inMCe helfiw. with 
the loss of a brig of twelve guns, 
blown up in the eueoimter. 

•Sfioie jitlier slight enjiagemeiits 
occiirretl shorflv afft'rwards, gene- 
rally to tli«' aflvaiitaee of the Bwe- 
nos \yreaj)'<. J’he llrazilians des- 
patelv d an i*\|iedition ngaiii.<t a 
Budno.s A\re;Mi .<eltlemrnt on the 
Bio Negro, V, hich terminateil in 
the loss of a Cf*rvelle, fiml two 

.♦ehooners belonging to the assail* 
ants; and lie* total failure' of the 
i*ypedilion. A more desjicratc nc- 
lion took place on tlie tbh of \pril, 
where the lirnverv niul gallantry 
of ndmiral Brown wi're txened 
against fearful odds.* The rejiub- 
lican sr]uatlron. consisting of the 
hnrtpie (’«mgrt'.ssft, the brigs Re- 
publica and Indepcndencia. and iI^a 
schooner Sarandi had atiemp’rd 
to sail out ; but im!:iekily the two 
brigs groun«W'd (df Knsenada, and 
.in his sitiintiuii. admiral Brown 
fought nearly nil the Brazilian 
fleet, consisting of a large frigate, 
I Corvettes, H hrig.s. and a number 
of schooners, for two days atul two 
nights ; and at last finding the brigs 
.could not be saAS'd, he removed the 
cr«w ofjtis flag ship t?ic Rcpnhli- 
car on boiinl llic Sarandi, set fire 
to «!ie fiirmer : ami i};«' Indcpen 
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(lencia having sunk in the battJc,f 
lio returned to port with (lie sclino. 
nor and barque, in defiance of the 
Brazilians. Tlic latter lost 200 
nion in killed and '.vuunded, ami 
six of their large vessels being 
much cut up, were obliged to pro- 
ceed to Monte Video to n-fit. It 
may ivell bo criMlilod, tiiat admi- 
ral Pinto (ieddes, who cointnand- 
ed the blockading squadron in the 
La Plata, should liave deoiiUMi re. 
in force men Is iiecossarv, to enahk 
liini to withstand all tin 
prises of the active and intre^iid 
Brown. 

Notwithsiandiiij: the apparent 
•obstinacy of the parlies in continu- 
ing tlie war, yet it is not to be 
doubted that both had long been 
extremely anxious to bring it to an 
honourable coiiciiision. The iin- 
beVility, the inellicient slowness, 
with which thw jiroseculed hostili- 
ties on each side, would have be- 
trayed their poverty of resources to 
the n^ost superticiul observer. But 
persons residing in Brazil or Hue. 
nos Ayres could perceive (bat 
both governments w«rc lieurtily 
ilesirous of peace. The finances 
of each country were in a state of 
the most deplorable disorder. 'J’hey 
depended upon commerce for (he 
public revenues ; and while Buenos 
Ayres was blockaded by Bruaii, 
and the .coast of (Irnzil swarmed , 
with Buends Ayrean .privateers, 
ilie efTects of such a conditioit of 
• hings. w'erc cpiicklv pen'‘'ivecl in 


an! exhausted treasury. Mjlliou» 
of^)apcr money inundated the two 
countries, whose governments, in 
the infancy of their national exis- 
tence^ and of their resources, rashly 
subj(>ctc(l themselves to burdens 
which none but tlie wealtliicst and 
most prosperous eoiniiiunitics can 
safely assume. The republic of 
La 'i^hita was not yet organi/ial. 
and prosecuted a war of foreign 
invasion, as in one sense, it might 
fairly be termed, bi fore it had 
acipiired a constiiutioii, or any bond 
of union, except a feeble leagiif* 
which any of the .•«tatc.s might 
and did infringe at picasuns Bra- 
zil was po'^sessed of a goveniineni 
nuturnlly more ‘Stable ; but needed 
all Its ri.'soiirceK tor piirpusit.s of in- 
ternal cr>solidati(ui and improvr- 
ineiit, not less than l.a Platn And 
certainly Pedro did not eonsiill tlie 
security of liis power, m subjeetin'r 
it, ere it had actpiired tirmness am) 
strength, to the rude sliocks of 
war. It wouhl .seem likely iIutc- 
fore that the rahinets of Buenos 
'Ayres and Rm de .laneiro would 
both lend a ready ear to proposal 
, of accommodation or otfers of medi- 
ation. 

Great Britain, it was well nude.*. 
stood, hiisHMi herself to bring ahonf 
a peace. Her stake in the pros 
perity of the heliigerent states was. 
in various ways, too deep tri be 
alightly regardeii. 'Phe wealth oi‘ 
her capitalists was emtinrAerl in 
loans to the new government*'. «»» 
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111 inmiii'r, (ir oihr*r sp(jf;ulafi(j|ii.s ur whefher it was mere jealousy 
wilhin their leiritorN-*. Having.^, of Krijiland which led to the belief, 
t.o(;ni.sed their iiidepeiidciice, id:, we know not ; but the opinion pre- 
tuutud by the prinrijde of tlien ae. vailed af IIim'mms Ayres that such 
tiially poHsesbing freedom, and of a proposition was made. Indei'd, 
their cap.aaty of self-govcrnrtieiit, the convenience to (ireat Britain 
slie was interested in seeing them of possessing a place of deposit fur 
nourish in traiupiillity, in order to inerchundi.^c in South America, 
preserve* lier reputation for policy and the singularly advantageous 
and forecast. .Mr. Canning *had position of Montevideo for such a 
o.stentatiouslv taken them under purpose, are strikingly oh\ious to 
the {irolertiun of his admiriistra. every oh.scrvcr. 
l4on, and hoastingly claimed them At any rate, the fact soon he- 
as the cH'ntion of his political vvis- camp knou'n, that D. Manuel .1. 
liom, l)Ocaus(> (treat Britain looked Carcia repaired to Biu us plcnipu- 
' I ('•em as the market of her iiiumi- tentiary of the republie, and thai 
I'actuiTs, to acipiire and to extend prcliniinunes of peace were signed 
Wiiieii seemed to he the cardinal the*re the «llh of May, which it 
jioiiii of all lier diplomatic move, was supposed would be ratified b\ 
meufs. Accordinglv it was under, the government ui liuotio.s Amcp. 
.lood dial lord John Bottsoiiliv, the And the publication of this intulli- 
Bri'ish minister ill l,ia Plata, whose geiico dilfused, for a lime, the 
piildic reception at Buenos Ayres greatest salislactioii holli in Kuro|)e 
took place die *21*111 of August. ls*Jti, and America. But (Jiis satislliclioii 
exerted hiuiseir lo put an end to was only temporarv ; because ih»; 
dll. war. not oiiix liy liMuleriiig tise republic juslly refused to ratify the 
preliminarv ll'‘■lila;lou of his go. convention : and when the ^docu- 
veriiniciit in ntler to cri’ect the ments relaiiug Ic tlie s.ihject hr. 
object, hut further iiy prolferjug a* c.ime known, no blame could at- 
guaranty ‘ f •‘■ucii ireatx ol’ peace tacji to die government of the Pro- 
as might lie concluded. I.ord John , \inces of I a I’hiia ♦or the refusal. 
Poiisonhv. it IS said, advised the 'Phe coiixeiilion is dated at Kio. 
government el Buenos Axres lo and suliserilu'd l*\ |), Mtiniiei.l. 
send a minister to Kio as a mark of tJarci.i, iii behall oi ilie it pnhlh’. 
rc.Kpect for the emperor of Bra/il. atnl h> the manpicss de Quein/. 
exj>rc.'"jii|M a iielu'l' that an honour, dw? viscouni lie ,<;in Leopolde. ano 
able peace would grow out the the maripios'. de ^i.eaiu, .as c»>:i:- 
step. Whether lie uetuiillx pro- mjssioiiers lor llie enij^ idr of Bra- 
posed *lliut British troops slionhl /.il. The fu*«l arti«'ii' coiii.ims re. 
occupy 41nb»iiiu and Monic'uleo. cinrocal i:ua':nwie*< i*;' fue mtegri- 
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ty of tlie republic and of the emh 
pin* ; and a renunciation, on the 
part of the republic, of all ri^lits 
over the province of Montevideo. 
In the second, Pedro en^aj^es to 
bestow particular rare on the regu- 
lation of the province, and to give 
the inhabitants a government and 
laws suited to their particular ciis- 
toms and necessities. Furtlicrinore, 
the republic stipulates to witiidruv. 
her troops from the province forth- 
with: to place the island of Martin 
(iarcia in statu tivo^ and to make 
indeumity fur alleged acts of jfira- 
ev eolUMUlted by the liurnns Ay- 
reaii pri\ateers. Hoih parties 

agree in apply, separalolv or joint. 

iy, to the king of (ireat Hritain 
the soverei;:ii under whoso media 
tion the negoliutions for p(?ace an 
conducted, to guaranty the free 
navigation of tin: La I’lata for fif- 
teen years, Uiu*< atlordin:; tune 
ineanwliile, for pliu iug tie* rela- 
tions of the two govcMimi iu-. upon 
per/iianently friciidly fooiiii:;, by 
treaties of cornmcice and naviga- 
lion. Such was tlie convention 
for the preliminaries of peace, 
which only fell short of lln; full flc- 
inands of the emperor of Ilnzil, in 
not embracing ind^ rjpi'y f .r the 
expenses of tic war. 

Ill subscribing ibi-i conv^-nti. in, 
(iiircia wholly o\er>lepjcrf| i|,»; 
Iwunda ol‘ his in<« pinion^, and by 
thus exhiliilfiig excessive cugenicss 
to accomplish a peiM-e. pfaci-,1 ins 
government in a verv iiiniiilinling 


PI'SitioD. he was required to pio* 
cj|ed to Rio J\iiieiro, and itninedi- 
amly upon his arrival to open u 
communication with the British 
iniiiisler, and having obtained by 
his mediation a proper reception, 
to enter upon the negotiation of a 
peace. If the Brazilian govern* 
incut saw fit to treat of peace, he 
wa;9 authorized to conclude u pre- 
liimnar\ treaty ibr the cessation 
of hostililies, and tlie establishment 
of peace between the twocountrios 
upon honourublc leriiis, having for 
its base the restitution of the Buuda 
Orioitlal, or its ereclion into a dis- 
tinct and imlc|)ciidcnt government, 

in such form us the iiihubitauls 
might desire, each party relini|iusli. 
ing all claim fur indemnities. If 
liurciu could not elfect a peace 
upon Hucit Conditions, bis mission 
was to terminate so soon as he 
should arrive ul the conchision that 
tins was iiiipructicable. 

Of Course, the Argentine go- 
vernment were perfectly justified 
in r«*jeriing the convention us 
wholiy iinaiiihori/.ed hv the terms 
of(jiarciu's coininission. L'oiigress 
fully approveil of the presidentV 
refu.^iiig t.j rati!) the treaty ; anr 
b\ an olficial note of June ) 28 th, 
expresseil their disposition to co- 
operate ci.rdially with him in the 
prosfM'uiion of the war, if peace 
could he obtained on no heller 
t« nils, iiareiii iiud, in fart, gone 
comiter to iiif) instructions *in the 
most rriaterinl point. Tho treat v 
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l>roduced a general outcry in fije- 
nos Ayres, where (/arcia wass^j^. 
roatized us having subscrihed^to 
terms ignmiijiiioiis in themselves, 
and ntlcnsive to ilieesscntialiriglils 
of the iiali<»n. It was giving up the 
whole ol)j«*el ()/ the war. So far 
as Moiiievid*;o was eonrenied, the 
coiivetition surrendered the (|tieH- 
tiun at issue us fuliv us it could 
have done, if dictated by Pedro, 
after a complete vict<iry over the 
forces of the republic,* instead of 
following upon his reverses in Rio 
(jraridc. This the feelings of the 
Buenos Ayreaiis c<nild not tole- 
rate. However ittauspicious the 
condition oi’the rcjuihlic iiiiglit be, 
however necessary to its repose 
the restoration of peace, they 
cotdd not voluntarily submit to oh. 
tain it upon terms so dishonoura- 
ble, implying little short of total 
defeat. 

(jurcia published a defence of his 
conduct, w hich odm.lti-d that he had 
violatfMl bi.s insirnetions, ndduciiig 
out of Wnpiefori two or three <ib- 
scure instances (d' other minh^ters 
having done the satm; before him, 
and resting upon them his justiftca- 
tioii in this respect. He conceded, 
however, that sm'li a proceeding in 
a minister, eotild he vindicated 
only in extraordiiiarv r}i>es, whenr 
it was esiieled hy m‘ee>stt\, and 
was reipiired to preserve tin* nn»st 
essential rights of his. nation. He 
further alleged, that such w as llic 
present contingency. The essen- 


tial object of the mission, he said, 
was peace, or at least, the imme- 
diatb cessation of hostilities. The 
government of the republic consi. 
dered it as threatened by approach- 
ing dissolution, which could be 
averted only by the conclusion of 
the war. In bis lust communica- 
tion with the iiresidenl and the mi- 
nistry, before his «lcparture, they 
expressed a conviction that peace 
was the only resource left the re. 
piiidic ; that if the war continued. 
aiiuix:hy was meviiahle ; that if 
pcrace could iv»t be obtained, the 
nation would sink into the last de- 
gree of distraction and confusion : 
luid that the republic, having con- 
sented that the Banda Oriental 
should form an indejiendent state 
separate from the Argentine con- 
federacy, tlie war would now rp- 
main wholly without object. Gar- 
cia seems to have inYcrred from all. 
this, and from his knowledge of 
the political condition of the repub- 
lic. that peace was to be maBe dt 
^ all events, and that all he had to do 
was to negotiate for the best terms 
which Don Pedro could be induced 
*to grant. Hence, on arriving at 
Rio Janeiro, and discovering that 
the emperor made the evacuation 
of the Banda Oriental a sine qua 
non of the convention, Garcia, 
wholly regardless of liis instruc- 
lions, hastily rbncludqd a 
trebly asThi/ could, and such as ho 
ought to have known would never 
he listened to at Buenos Ayres. 
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But his justification of his conduct*, 
appears to us very lame and im. 
perfect. If he deemed pcaie so 
necessary that it must be obtained 
at any sacrifice, why did he not 
have a distinct understanding with 
his government on the subject ? 
To what purpose should he have 
instructions, if they were to be to- 
tally disregarded by him in the most 
essential particular of the whole 
negotiation ? The result showed 
his conduct to have been as ill-judg. 
ed as it was unauthorized ; for it 
effected nothing bqt to place him 
and the republic in an awkward 
situation ; and encouraged Pedro 
to persevere, by betraying thij 
anxiety of the Buenos A> reans to 
moke peace. 

The rejection of this treaty was 
a/nong the last act-* of Rivailavia’s 
administration. His alleged pre- 
,ference for ^he central system 
rendered him una^’ceptahle to the 
interior provinces, which had ul. 
fcady thrown off the uuihority of 
the national government, and fallen ^ 
into a state of anarchy hardly 
stopping short of civil war. The 
provinces of Cordova, Rioja, and 
Santiago del Estero, had separated 
from the government at Buenos 
Ayres, and refused to acknowledge 
any laws emanating from the gc. 
neral congress. How delihcratbly 
they proceeded tnohe matter may. 
be judged from the circurnstuace 
that Bustos, the governor of (^'ordo. 
va, addressed a circular to the 


foreign diplomatic agents residing 
a^Buenos Avles, protesting in ue 
name of tlie insurgent provinces 
against any ireuty which «hey 
miglv make w ith the govcrniueiit 
professing to administer the uiiuirs 
of the Argentine republic. Alter 
his ineffectual attempt to cone hide 
an honourable peace, on which he 
fcif persnuded the duration of the 
government depended, Rivadiivia 
resigned his authority, which he 
had exercised under too many 
embarrassments to afford him u fair 
field for sustaining liis political re- 
putation. 

(.'ongress elected for his suc- 
cessor, Dr. N’icenie iiopez, a dis. 
tingui'hcd scholar, and u poet of 
some note, being the author of tlie 
favourite national antiietii, 'M)id, 
mortulcs, el grno sagrado.*’ '1 he 
whole tenor of Ins general [airsnitH, 
the nature of his hiilnis and dispo- 
sition, and the decided repugnance 
he hull aIwuvN niainie-ted to taking 
nn active part in polinrs, would 
scarcely have wunanied the 
choice, if congress had not con- 
ccived that his iinp.irtialiiy r4:^pect• 
ing the disputes iieiv\eeii il.c pro. 
vinces would tend to t onnliate the 
good w ill of the revolted mi'iiihers 
of the confederacy. Deterred b\ 
the extreme difficulty ofadiiiinisler- 
ing the government in the actual 
emergency, Dr. I^opi*/. at first de- 
clined the honour ; but on the re- 
newed application of congress con- 
sented to accept the presideiicv 
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anrl was accordingly iiiau;>urU.(^fl 
thu ?Ui i>rjuly. Hu wiisswon^in 
thi' hall of I'ongrcHs Jn prusuucc of 
' tiiai ill till! followinji words : 
“ 1 , \ icriilu liopf'z, do sw'u^ir by 
(toil (i.ir Lurd, and u|)oii the.su bo- 
I) iiviiii<ri*h.'i|.s^thul i will fuiilifiilly 
diM .>ai;;u (In; otiice of |)re.sidt:iil, 
w'iin'ii itas huun conlidud to mu ; 
tli.d I will prniuct thu holy Cdtbo- 
lie ii«. iuinn ; (hat i will iiiaintain 
tin iinii |iriiiluiicc and intuf^rity of 
tin' rt-piiitiir ; and that i will faith- 
fiiii) oijsnvu thu constitution winch 
sliiiil lit' .saiictiuncd h\ (hu iiattoiial 
coii;;n's.s.” In a brief inaugural 
adilruss, he declared Ins .sole in- 
duccniu.it III accepting the prusi- 
duiic\, to lie the hope of rc-e.^lab- 
lishing thu concord of partie.s ; and 
expressed Ins dctcrniination to re- 
till' again to private lilc, unless he 
uoiild hriiig uhuut a co-operation of 
all the forces of the counirv. 

Indci d, the prospect of the di.s- 
:'U.iliiiioii of the repuhlic was now* 
so inimineni, thal Luiiez luuiul it 
diliicnlt to orgaiii/.e a suilable ca- 
bind to aid linn in (lie adiniiHStra- 
tifin of the gii\ernmeii(. In testi- 
mony of Ins individual patriotism,* 
be appropriated MUHI dollars of his 
.siilars towards ibu expen.scs ol l[ie 
war. (idirr.d .VUear, altliougli a 
meritorious oflieiT, enjo\ed le.ss 
tlio eonfnli'iiee of tin- Ulterior pro- 
vniees than Jaivalleja did ; and the 
hitler was appoililed to tin* chief 
eoiniiiaiid of the national arniy\ns 
huing, besides, more iicceptablu to 


•thu people of the Jtanda Oriental, 
whom ho had been the first to aid 
in the recovery of their lost indc* 
penitence. As the direction of af« 
fairs must, in 'the event of congress 
being dissolved, devolve upon the 
legislature of the province of Hue- 
nos Ayres, the proper composition 
of this body became a inaltur of 
great importance ; and by a decree 
of the president issued soon after 
his iuau(;uralion,the of July was 

appointed for the election of forly- 
scvoii representatives, according to 
the* usages practi.sed before the 
di.ssolution of the provincial junto. 
In the present .state of things, also, 
it was iieces.sary to place the exe- 
cutive government of the province 
of Hurnos A\ res on a respertahlc 
footing. The election of governor 
took place on Sunday, the l*Jth of 
August : and 1). Maiiuul Dorrego 
was almost unimoifsly chosen to 
thaiolUcc. The provincial ministry* 
was composed of 1). .Manuel Mo- 
reno, socrclarv of stale, 1), Ma- 
nuel 11. Aguirre, minislcr of 
fiimncc, and general Marcos Bal- 
curce, of the military department. 

When the provincial government 
of Buenos Ayres was thus com- 
pletely organized, the general con- 
gress and the provincial national 
exeeiiiivu prepareil lor n voliiiilary 
ihfc.sdiution. Involved in war with 
,a foreign natioi\, oceupieil with the 
gr^ive ta^^k 4 »f agreeing tlpoii a con- 
stitution, lamentably dclicicnl in 
resources, the opinions of ineh di- 
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vided concerning the fundamental' 
points of public policy, and foolish- 
ly engaging in civil warturc in the 
midst of all their other ditliuUies, 
the provinces of the Kiu de la IMa- 
ta separated from each other, leav- 
ing the burden of public alfuirs to 
be sustained by lluenos A) res 
alone. The law for tiie ilissolutiun 
of congress^ is in the following 
words : 

The genetal ronstiiiinit congress, 
in consideration of the eMiaoMtiii.iiy 
circumstances of the repiihlic. ai?d in 
conformity with the spirit and letter 
of the law of January idd, lU;^a, re- 
solves as follow 9 : 

Art. 1 . 'fhe congress cornineiids 
to the legislature ot Ihienos .t^nev 
and Us government, until cooreit e.m 
be obtained .iinong all the piovim-es, 
the direction of the w ai and of foreign 
relations, the satisfaction and fiavineiit 
of the debt, credits, and ohligations 
contracted to meet the national ex- 
penses, and the negr»tiilion of liie 
loans decreed bf the liws of (>«ioln-i 
27lh, and July i7ih, of the i.iNt 
year, under the coo'ideiaiions and 
guaranties therein estahii'tlied : 

i. The congress and intioii.d go- 
vernment are hereby ili-iMilved. 

3. The president of mnefe's will 
make delivery ol his rei.rrul' lo liie 
president of the provincial jiiiit.i, l>y 
inventory. 

4. This law will be f OMirnm-if ittd 
lo the provincial presiilent of the le 
public, and to the ^OVI rnois nf pro- 
vinces, to the intent t'oi wlin ii it is de- 
signed. 

Hall of congress, Iluf-nos Ayres, 
August ISth, li.: I. 

The reprosoiji.'itifr; jimin of tin; 
province, hy a law c/f y7i<i, 

declared that it rlui not recognise 
the arilcrior ftanftion of congrcM ; 


hull at the same tune, charged ine 
gorternor with the direction of the 
natiunul war, utul of exterior rela- 
tions. The guverniiient of the pro- 
vince iiecessarily found itself great- 
ly cniburnisNed to decide w hat class 
of relations it ought to enter into 
w'itli the diplomatic agents of fo- 
reign powers residing ul lluenos 
Ayres. Its situation was indeed 
very peculiar, and exacted llio ut- 
most circumspection in the iiia- 
iiageineiit of piihlic alfuirs. 'J'lic 
other provinces were as inucli 
pledged to the public creditor, as 
Buenos Ayres, anil as deeply inte- 
rested in die war; but ignorant of 
the pr!n'’ip!esof repiibliean govern- 
mcni, oiisiwtaicly reriisiiig to niuvc 

ill that sphere in the political sys- 
tem winch belongs to eoiifederaied 
stutes, tboy faitiilessiy ubaiidoneri 
Ay res, and compelled tho 
iiniioiial goveriiiiieiit to become 
leb> lie se. Orders were iiiunediatc- 
ly is'Hui il to the representatives of 
the repulilie in fondgii countries, 
^eoiiiiiiuniealing iiiteliigenco of tho 
di-s-oHition of the goveriiinent, and 
of the conse(|uent detcrininaiion of 
their functions. Buenos \vres,on 
till; otlKT band, devoted herself 
iiMiifullv to the duty imposed upon 
her, her earlif^t objects of atten- 
tion being I fie reunion of the pro- 
ijnie-j. \\i!l» this end in view, 
llie giiVi-innnnt ilespatebed com- 
ini.ssioners into the different pro< 
vinoes to l•n(leavollr to effect a re- 
conciliation bctwcfui them, and to 
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iiifluce them to co-opcratc unr^i. 
niounfy in bringing Ithe war tolan 
huiioiirahle ounclusion. ^ 

Nor wore the ctiorU of Buenos 
Ayre.s unsuccessful. Cordoba, the 
|)rin<'i|):il.|)Toviiiee next to Biienos 
Ayres, had taken the lead among 
the seeeders froiii the confederacy. 
When *the naiiiuial government 
was di.s.solved, and the authofities 
of Hueiios Ayres applied to Conlo- 
va, as provinec to pnivinre, soli- 
citing the co-operation of the latter 
in |)rosecuiing the war, their appli- 
eaiiiui was favourably received. 
They iiiirnediiitely concluded an 
arrangement by which C\»r<lova 
should furnish a new regiment of 
iroops, to be supported by Buenos 
Asri's, and should furnish other 
as'^istarice fur the common cause. 
Thus (he dissidution of the national 
^ovcriiinent. which had threatened 
the most disastrous cunse(|iicnces 
to the whole country, seemed likely 
to result in llic more vigorous pro- 
secution of the war. Buenos 
Ayres had for some time 'past coii-^ 
tended in a manner single Imiided 
with Brazil. Not only hud the 
other provitires refused to furiiisli* 
theii (piotiis of troops, or snhsidies 
of inoiiev, or to obey the orders, of 
the general government, hut, hav- 
ing III some instanc(!s attacked the 
national troops, they in fact im- 
peded the jiipenitiniiH of Buenos, 
Ayres at every step. This was 
the very worst state of things.. All 
the seven provinces ought to have- 


•united harmoniously in bending all 
(heir forces to the common object 
of conrluding the war ; and if they 
had done so, it is not likely it 
would have been lengthened out to 
such a degree. Failing such a 
union, the next best course was 
(hat which Biii iios \yres and Cor- 
dova had adopn d, of joining their 
forces in a kind of otiensive alli- 
ance for elfecting what was equally 
an object of the deepest interest to 
both ; and if the otlier provinces 
would follow their example, the 
hajipicst issue of alfuirs might be 
unticiputed. 

In tact, the other provinces ma- 
nifested a like disposition to main- 
tain the Inhiihituuis of the Banda 
Oriental in their separation from 
Brazil. Cordova ami Buenos Av res, 
treating as equal and independent 
states, made arrangements with- 
out delay for reorgnnizing the re- 
piilitic. 'Fhey resolved to proceed 
to n]ipoint di*pulies for a conven- 
tion to be assembled at Santa l^c 
or San Coren/o ; the deputies be- 
ing instructed to appoint a national 
executive fwr the purposes of peace 
and war and foreign relations in 
general ; to prescribe the mode of 
elertioii and the eomposition of a 
constitutional congress, to he as- 
seinhied at such time as the con- 
vVntion siiould appoint ; to dciiiiC 
with precision 4he powers ami dii- 
ti<*s of jhc.coiigrcss : to dcicrminc 
immediately on a form of govern- 
men! nccording to (he fcdaral sys- 
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tern; and to make tlio requisite 
provision tor the security of the 
country in existing circunistunces. 
.Much ot' the success of Buoiios 
Ayres iii accomplishing this object 
is ascribed to the exertions of Dr. 
Moreno, minister of state and of the 
interior, whose popularity and 
weight of character, united with his 
preference for the federal system, 
gave him great influence in the in- 
terior provinces. 

Our accounts of the military 
movements of the belligenoita to- 
wards the close of the year 18*27, in- 
dicate that they were making pre- 
parations for another active cam- 
paign. In September a convoy of 
sixty transports and d(NKI men lcl\ 
Rio Janeiro for the province of Rio 
Grande ; and general Lavalleja, 
on the other side, was busily cm- 
ployed in raising recruits and ob- 
taining a supply* of horses. Some 
symptoms of discontent had made 
their appearance in the Argentine 
aqny occasioned hy a dcrmcncy 
in the supply of clothing, but they 
were quieted without producing any 
serious consequences, aiid the be- 
sieging troops maintained their 
lines around Montevideo and ('olo- 
nia ; and rciiijlsed the enemy’s 
forces in a sally made from ( 'nio- 
nia. Thus far, indeed, the emperor 
liad uniformly lost ground on thd 
whole ; his troops being first driven 
from all therr positions *111 .Entro 
Rios, and obliged to evacuate the 
whole of the Banda Oriental, ex- 


cepting only two fortified towns , 
amt his empir^ being in tlie bust 
canpaign subjected to the injury 
and indignity of' the successful in- 
vasioUfOfRio Gruiuie. 

And although Buenos Ayres re- 
mained, to the close of the year, 
blockaded by the whole foicc of 
the Brazilian navy, yet the empe- 
ror has generally been worsted on 
the sea as well as by land. 'I'ho 
whole coast of Brazil, from St. 
Catherine’s* to Maranham, was so 
thickly thronged witli hostile pri* 
vateers, as completely to aniiihi- 
late the rousting trade, almost 
blockading the great ports of Rio, 
Pernamhuco, and Bahia. Occa- 
sionally, but not often, the Bra- 
ziiians destroyed an armed brig or 
a schooner of the Buenos Ayreaii'? ; 
but it was only when the former 
had every way the advantage over 
the latter, in wind, weight of metal, 
and men. In fact, it is the vast naval 
supcritirity of Don Pedro, in w hich 
ciMiMs.'iull his strength, ami winch 
t,ilonc enables him to imiiniain the 
coiiiesr. With a few frigates, the Biic. 
nos Ayreuns might sfleediiy obtain 
l^e complete mastery hy sea as well 
as by land. They committed an error 
in purchasing the frigate Buenos 
Ayres and corvette Montevideo, of 
the ('hiliaii government ; heeaiise. 
the iiimls would have been ill be- 
stowed if those vessels had even 
reached the river of Plate ; and 
iniicK precious time was lost in ex- 
pectatioa of their arrival. The Hag 
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shi}) Bueno8 Ayres Vas formerly 
the Maria Isabel, «n old fir.iuilt 
vessel, presented by the cniptfur 
ol'Kiissiu to the king of^Spaiii. She 
sailed from Valparaiso with a ship’s 
coiiipaiiy t)f 500 men, whose at. 
tempt to sail uftHiiid Cape llorii 
in her was deemed perfectly dcs. 
peratc^ and hciiif' rotten from 
mast to ketd, she is suppussd to 
have foundered at sea. The Mon. 
tevideo, formerly the corvette In- 
depeiideneia, returned to Valpa. 
raisu, where she was sold for fire- 
wood. The Buenos A) reuns must 
have seen cause to regret that, 
instead of purchasing vessels hard, 
ly fit tor hulks, they did not endea. 
vour to obtain servicealde shi, s in 
Kngland, or the L'niied Slates* 
Tht! latest iinporlaut operation by 
8Cii, was the Braziliatt expedition, 
scMit towards I’atagouia, against the 
Buenos Ayrean .xpiadron. The 
Brazilians despatched from .Monte, 
video a frigate, a brig, and two 
schooners, for this purpose ; and 
they arrived in salet) oifnhe bay of 
Sun Bias ; but in utteinpUng to 
outer the bay, two of the vessels 
grounded, and were abandoned by 
their crews, thus occasioning the 
total failure of the t?x|>edition. 

Pedro returned to Uio, as we 
have already mentioned, on the 
15ih of January, and immethately 
made a ehange in his ministry, the 
marquess do Nazareth being ap- 
poinfed minister of justice,^ the 
marquess dc Macoio of the mnrinr. 


( the marquess de Queluz of foreign 
affairs, and charged ad interim with 
the. department of finances, the 
viscount de Leopoldo being prin. 
cipal minister of state. During 
his absence in Hie Grande, the em- 
press died, on tiie litliof Decetn- 
her, a reputed victim of his attach- 
merit for the luarcinuuess of San- 
tos, to wliom, also, it is said, the 
old iinnisir) were sacriticed. The 
constnuiional assenibiy of the ern. 
ptre mei in Mu), and closed it.'s 
session in November. Of the em- 
peror’s address to the two cham. 
ber>, onl\ the following paragraph 
relates to the w ar : 

“A/ojf \rorthy rcfirrscntatmit 
of (fu‘ liraziliait nation: 

1 uptMi the consiiiLiiional assem- 
bly with the cnihusiusm which has 
always attended this act, but W 
with the same saiu>fuction, as my 
heart is pi-in irated with grief, cert. 
sequent upon the death ofiii) most 
beiioeu consort, the empress, uho 
died oil tiie lith ot' December last, 
leaving this world fur the habita- 
tion of ihejust — the place appoint- 
ed bv the Most High for those who, 
like her, have led a life of virtue 
and religion. This bereavement, 
so unfortunate for us all, timk place 
while I was in the province of Kio 
^■rande, endeavouring, by all the 
means wliicli^the love pf country 
{ould suggest, loteritfinaie the war 
jictwceu Brazil and Buenos Ayres, 
bv rousing up tlie i»ncrgies ol the 
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brave inhabitants of that province. 
This ivar continues, and will conti- 
nue, until the Banda Oriental w hich 
is ours, shall be freed from its inva- 
ders, and liuenos Ayres shall re- 
cognize the independence of Bra- 
zil, and of that province which has 
freely and with one accord, declar- 
ed tlieinselves part of our empire. 
I am confident that this assembly 
will co-operate to promote the ob- 
jec'S proposed at their last session, 
in conformity to the answer to the 
speech from the throne, presented 
to me by a deputation from this 
body.” 

Having no connected and accu- 
rate information of the proceedings 
of the legislative body, we shall not 
attempt to give any account of 
them. At the close of their ses- 
sion, the emperor recommended 
the appointment of a committee to 
remain at Rio, invested with autho- 
rity to confer wuh the imperial 
council, relative to any proposi- 
tions tjiat might be received from 
the goveninieiit of La Flata, on the 
subject of peace, or respecting the 
boundary line between the two 
countries. But the prospect of 
peaco held out in this suggestion, 
was generally conceived to be 
wholly delusive, the whole object 
of it being to keep alive the hopes 
of the people. VVhetlicr the Bra- 
zilians have any diaiiosition to re- 
volutinnize \he govcrninct^t, aivl 
in imitation of the rest of South 
America, to introduce republican 


fornis in the place of inonarclii , 
welhave no ceitain means of judg^ 
ing. Although reports of occasion- 
al Vhsturhances in Brazil iiavi' 
reached this country, yet none ol* 
them seemed to he of much conse- 
quence, or to ho levelled against 
the authority of the house of Bra- 
ganza. Notwithstanding all the 
burdans of war to which the 
people arc subjected, they exhibit 
no symptoms of general insurrec- 
tion. The. condition of Brazil, 
trampiil under the sway of one, 
who, acting in all the forms of a 
constitutional prince, is neverthe- 
less virtually possessed of absolute 
power, stands apparently in strong 
contrast with the divsorderly state 
of the surrounding republics, espe- 
cially when we consider that the 
public requisitions press much 
more lightly upon the people in the 
latter than in the former. It is not 
true, that the Brazilians are hap- 
pier, or better governed, than the 
Coloiiihians, or Buenos A y roans. 
Doubtless the fact is far otherwise. 
But a repiihlicaii goverimieiit, es- 
pecially ono newly instituted, or 
imperfectly organized, is, from the 
nature of things, more liable to he 
agitated by the change of popular 
feeling, than a despotism, whose 
inarch is usually uninterrupted 
and tranf|uil in proportion ns the 
.servitude of the people is com- 
plete. 

Next to the war itself, no event 
incidentally connected with it, has 
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i;\cited more sensation at Rio tic 
.lanciro, than the departure of AK 
ConJy Raguctf the charge dcs a/- 
Faircs of the .United States in Bra. 
/il. This ^Mitleinan liad frc(|ucnt. 
ly made inciTectiii^ remonstrances 
against the violvnre^ of the Brazu 
lian cruisers, and civil antliorities. 
During the progress of u maritime 
war, the commerce of neutral ha- 
tions is always liable to occartiunal 
vexation and inlrrniption. The 
emperor of Brazil havhig under- 
fallen to esiahlish and enforce a 
paper blockafie of the harbours of 
Buenos Ayres, Mr. Raguct was 
necessarily inv<dvod in frecpient 
correspondence wltli the I'razilian 
ministry, on the .Mihject f»f capturi s 
and detentioti**. made eitin 
jircss violation of midoiihted priis 
ciples of tlju hnv ol‘ nniions, or at 
least in violation of those priori, 
pies of neutral right, which the 
Uiiitcjl Slates have in all j»asf wars 
ardently maintained. But Mr. Ra. 
guet soon fonnd that his represen- 
tations were iVeqnc'nlly disregard- 
ed or evaded, and he himself not 
treated with the deference due to 
liisollicial situation : and ofcoiirsi', 
his connexion with the Brazilian 
gnvernnieiil led to a constiml sup- 
cession of little collisions, each 
adding to the unpleasant feelings 
which the preceding ones hatl cii- 
gendered. , 

Numerous instances occurred 
of well founded complaint ,ou 
Mic part of citizens of tlm rnilcd 


States, urged by Mr. Raguet, 
where the court of Brazil manifest- 
cd no disposition to render satis- 
faction to the injured party. In- 
digiiant, at length, at the uncour- 
tcous conduct of tlie Brazilian go- 
vernment in the negotiations occa- 
sioned by the forcible seizure and 
illegal detention of the brig Spark, 
ofNew-Vork, Mr. Kagi|iet demand- 
ed his passport'!, in March, and 
wa’i snllercd by the emperor to de- 
part fortlie United States. Proba- 
bly IVdro did not believe that Mr. 
Raguet would p^ersevere in bis pur. 
pose of (piiiting Rio: thinking he 
merely assumed a throatfiiiing alti. 
ttule, I’lT the puipf;>:e ul* iutimula- 
tion, and of thus prodnring an in- 
stunt settlcnu'ijt of h'rsincss. 
Mr. Ktiicuei, ho\\vvor, h f: Rio in 
April : and a few day-' in anticipa- 
tion of his departure, Pe»lro dcs- 
patched a special messenger to Mr. 
Rehello, the Brazilian minister in 
the United Slates, in order to give 
a suilahle account of tiio matliT 
the giivcrnnient of the latter, so as 
to prevent the hrcai h from hceom- 
ing irreparable. Mr. Olivi ira. the 
• bearer of the despatclies, rcarhed 
Washington hefon? Mr. Raguet ; 
and in con.srcpienco of the repre- 
sentations made by Mr. Rehello, 
the. president, relying tipon the eni- 
piVor's assurance, that on the arii- 
. valid' another minister at Rio de 
Juieiro* a full and adiupiate imlem- 
nity would be promptly made for 
any ininries which !r:-! h( cn i om- 
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mitted on the persons or property 
of citizens of the United States, 
consented to appoint a successor to 
Mr. Raguct. Pedro thus narrowly 
cscaped drawing upon iiimself the 
resentment of tho United States, at 
a time, when a war with this cuuiu 
try must very speedily have result, 
ed in his total ruin. 

Of events in Paragi ay, and of 
the proceedings of its singular ru. 
lers, during the last years, no au. 
thcntic intbrmation has met our no. 
tice. Rengger's lately published 
historical essay, on the revolution 
ill that country, and on the dictuto. 
rial government of Francia, con. 
tains, it is true, many curious de 
\ elopements concerning the recent 
political condition <»f Paraguay. 
But his account terminates in the 
year 182.>, so far as it is founded 
upon his own personal knowledge. 
-Nothing is coriecily known of the 
iictual state of allUirs. except that 
the same system, wliieh has hither- 
to distinguished Francia’s govern- 


mint, of interdicting communica- 
tion between' Paraguay and tho 
neighbouring provinces, still re- 
mains in full vigour. It now ap- 
pears. that the power which he at- 
tained loroughartiiice andtrcachc- 
t \f is maintaiiK'i *e the unrelent, 
ing policy of ^hc^‘r military ilospot. 
ism. It further upficars, that thu 
statement wiiieli lias been general- 
ly circulated, and generally belie- 
ved, and which we mentioned in 
the preceding volume, that Francia 
had resigned in favour of a certain 
marquis de Uuarany, was the fabri- 
cation of a Spanish adventurer, 
aasummg that name, who appeared 
in Madrid, pretending to be the 
envoy of tlie dictator, and invented 
till! story for some private ends of 
a questioriahie cliaraetur. It is 
probable, therefore. , that Francia 
cuiiiiiiues to rule over tlie c.ti/.cns 
of Assumption with u rod of iron, 
und still pin vs the petty tyrant in 
the wihl-t of P.iragua;. . 
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tiui rifliUKAT 

Rkii'AIx, !it t)io |uwi()<i w'uiii the 
nf'wlv parlianu-iu asM*ui- 

IiUhI the first tiim* I'm* lh“ ^lespatcli 
of hiisiness, on tin* Mill <l:iv of 
Noveinher. I V.Mi. It \v:is.suiiiinoii. 
e(i to meet al this early peiiii<l, iif 
orih:r to olitaiii an art of iinhMnnity 
fortlie ministers, who, alarmed by 
the prosjiei ! of' a delieienev in the 
eTo))s, had auiiiovr/ed tin; imporia- 
tioii fd' <'eriain hinds of’ ^rain, w fth< 
out waitin': until it rose to the 
*jii!irterly iiMTa^e jirii e, when the 
importation eonld he legallv per- 
mitted. ()n ihn appointed day, 
al>out*oiir! hundred iiiemhers ol’ the 
new house of cominons, appeared 


ruel‘T — liord itotUnrh .< Ministry — 

at the bar of the house of lords, and 
received the ilirccliun of the Lord 
Chanoellor, as one of tlte royid 
eomiiiissiotiers, tiial they should 
proceed forthwilii to (iio election ot' 
a speaker. 'I he cunnnons atcorch 
iii^h repaired to their own house, 
and imaiiimously rc<clccted to the 
chair Mr. Manners t?atton, the 
speaker of tlm Iioum' in liic precc- 
dinf; parliament. The nc\t dav. 
the speaker hein^ prcsenteil to llic 
royal eoinmissioncrs, was approved 
ip the name of the kin^ : and cra< 
vinj; it in lluj customary form, re- 
ceived assurance of jl»*o ancient 
rij»lils And'privi!e;:es of the Kiiglish 
coQunoiis. A week was occupied 
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in swearing In the members ; ntui 
it was not until the tilst, that the 
king proceeded to the house of 
peers, and opened the new purlia- 
ment in person with a speech from 
the throne, which will be fuutid 
among the public documents. 

Addresses in answer to the 
speech w'crc carried in both iiotiscs, 
tho opposition adopting the occa- 
sion, as usual, to cht’cise the ex- 
pressions of tlie speech itself, and 
to condemn the policy and inten- 
tions of the ministry as unfolde d 
by it. Nothing of any coikjc- 
quence took place until the :i Ith 
of November, when the hounc ha\. 
ing resolved itself into cotninittcc, 
to take into consideration tlic corn 
acts; Mr. Husskisson explained 
the circumstances w hich productMl 
the order in council permitting the 
importation of grain. During the 
month of Augtiyt and early in .*^»'p, 
tember, the prospect of a failure in 
tho crons of oats, beans, and peas, 
had been most alarming. The 
account.s received at that time 
respecting potatfics, had aUo c\. 
cited the most .serious ,TT»[)relien. 
sions. Nothing, indeed, but the 
rains which followed, cfuild have 
prc.scrvcd Ireland from the eala- 
mity of a (limine. The appearance 
of the harve.st abroad to«i, was nn- 
promising. In lljese diflienlf cir- 
cumstances, Mr. Hiidii •‘.‘Oil said, 
the mini>*ter#h() sisould liavu lie«ii. 
<<ttL‘d to advise the admission of 
P*reign grain, would ha'.e f|»‘*ifrvef| 


neither the f.ivniir of the inonurcii. 
nor that fairai.d liberal confidence, 
w^ich is reposed in the servants 
of^lie crow'ii, while |)arliament is 
not sitting. No wise and patriotic 
minister could for an instant hesi- 
tate to choose .bei ween a breach 
of the law on the one huiul, or the 
risk, nn\, the certainly, of famine 
on the other, lie c'litt'red at some 
lengih into an exposition of tlic 
circniiistances connected with tire 
orders, audits etlects, and conclud- 
ed with moving two resolutions. 
(Uie declaratory of the opinion of 
the commillec, that the parties ad- 
vising th<’ order in council, and 
acting under the same, sliould he 
indemnified ; and the other ns 
commirnding liiat (iic admi^^don of 
foreign grain he permuied. on pay. 
rneiil of llu‘ duties s|'erilicd in the 
orders, 'I'he proposed resolution" 
experieneed no serious fjpposilion 
from any (piartiT ; ami a hill intro, 
ilured in c.onformi ;, with them 
pa^jsed both lioii'.e... williouf an\ 
purticiilar notice. 

Of the few otiier topies discussed 
at this session, previtais to lie* eon. 
sideration of the affairs of Pnrlu. 
gal, Uv'. onh important one ndated 
to the joint s'ork Cianpanie's aliirli 
had So Seriously alh ctefl liie mo. 
iiied iiiii re'.i Ilf ihe kingtiom. On 
the iilhl of November, the honst* 
b'dng alioiit to ii'Hoive itself into (i 
cormniitec of supply, .Mr. nrogiioii. 
who had been clutrinaii ci.' tiial 
conimiueo for manv vears. deidin- 
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•'(i the iionour of a re-election at 
-present, in conseqneiicc of his 
character having been puhlicj|y 
assailed, on account of c<‘rtuiii 
transactions* of the director- of a 
company dirrned fur |)urcliasin» 
and working the iron mines of A rig- 
na. Tiie persons wlio originated 
the spet.^jlation, and who obtained, 
the direction of it, had contriictod 
to pay JC10,(ht0 for the mines, and 
charged th<'in to the sliare-hulders 
as ha\ing cost thus mak- 

ing a clear gam of XloAMIO, which 
they divided utming tliemseUcs 
and their dependants. Mr. Brog. 
den had sulfert'd his name to he 
used us one of tiio direct«»rs ; and 
of course, became indirectly impli- 
eated in lliese netarious transac- 
tions. In tlie debates u|iiin the 
iuldress, alderman Waiihmuii took 
occ.jjiiou to n fer to Mr. Brog*leii‘s 
connexion with these frauds, and 
expressed a design of opposing liis 
re-election to tiie chair of ihc 
coiiniiiliee, until tlie aflair was ex- 
phiitKMl to tlie. public satisfaction. 
.Mr. Ilrogden staled at lliejiine,^ 
that III fact he m \er had ans actual 
participation in the eoiu'ernsiU the^ 
|•ol^Ip.tl^\ , being iioiinnail' onlv one 
fd* the dinetors. and averred Ins 
lol-il iginoaiiee of t:ie improper 
piMCcctliiigs ; 111 eolilirmation ol 
which .■is.sciliiUis, he nderrexi to the 
report of a cumiintlce of the inpiiid 
sliure-InddeVs, who not onl\ fnltv 
.actpiilled him, hut declared that he 
had cond»ict»>d ihrouglioni wul» 


strict iionour and integrity. Their 
opinion had afterwards been rati- 
fled, by four or five general meet- 
ings of the share-holders. But 
having been assailed by calumnies 
and aspersions tlie most unjustiii- 
ahlc and unfounded, and having 
his conduct even called in question 
in the house, he felt it his duty to 
demand an investigation; and un- 
til that was over, he would not ofTer 
liimself to the house a.s a candidate 
for the committee's rliair. 

Alderman Waifhrnan now testi- 
fied no great readiness to propose 
the inquiry, vdiich he had threat- 
ened. Members rom|ilaimng of 
jhis procedure as iinfaii, the alder- 
man at last brought forward a mo- 
tion on the oili of Decciiiher, tiint 
a select coinmilti e he appointed to 
impure imo the ori:^in, the manugc- 
ment, anil the (iresent state of die 
joint slock companies, lormed dur- 
ing the vears IsvJ l, and iSviO*. 
and to report on the same, logc'licr 
with any >picial mailer loujL’hinff 
any member of the hou.se." Mr. 
Brogdeii himself SI conded the mo- 
tioii. Mr. Ganniiig. however, ob- 
jecieil to the exient of the proposed 
inquiry, vvhieii would liave ll.e ef- 
fect of destroy mg tlie very ohject 
of the luvestigalum. He therefore 
moved ail arueiidiiient, limiting the 
cyiiimiitce spceially to tin? m.Tuag«'. 
men* of the Vrigna ’Mining (’om- 
pany. .Mr. lliiskis.-t.ai :il-o took 
part in*lhe debate, fi»r the purpose 
of vindicating [oinl e.-k conipa. 
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ilies, from the unmeasured coip. and public evils. I'his debate re 
demnation pronounced against them suited., as we fnight suppose, in th«: 


bv alderman Waitbman. Mr. Hus. 
kisson said, that on all proper oc- 
casions he had been ready to ex- 
press his disapprobation of the 
biihides of ih«' last (wo years, 
ephemc.al schemes fraught with 
friiiiii ami dehision m rnan\ install. 
CCS. and in others with obvious risk 
and hazard. Rut it oiiglit to he 
the |ir»hry of the law, he maintain, 
ed, to encoijraL'e joint stock c<»in- 
pami s ; it US5S a misrhievous ^rror 
to attempt to dissuade fiersons t>om 
engaging in them, or to take aw.i\ 
their character ; and wlien emhark. 
cd in properly and fairl\, fleo 
were beneficial to the puldie in. 
lerest?, and frunghi with greto ; oh. 
lie iidvtiiittigf s So far wa.- it from 
being tr'ii , iha! minii!", eatm d on 
by joint stock eomjianies was a 
thing of rf’Cenkdate, that there had 
hot been a mmo w»»rked in the 
coun’r\, time out of mmd. c\ri j.t 

miiaiis of Joint «lof k eompaiiu* ' : 

am! Wiflioiil the f.rfnauon id'-mh 
companies tlio.si* miue'Woihl no* 
have k'lUfi eVj-lorfrd. yl.iuv oflue 
gre (I works in Kngiriml, which ili**. 
fingiii‘-lied it from «ither cf>iintr:c'., 
adwjiieed its rommeree, and in- 
creased its general wealth, w**je 
undertaken l)y joint s*.,ck r<)m)>a. 
nicp, Hlid snce.csfiful.'y maea'.:er, 
m far ua the puhl'c iiifere*ii was 
c*incc*mcd. ** \ gr aief illn-i- n, 
be inferred, could imi * .>ii*-t, ihan 
to cry down joint slock coiujuinies 
of cverv (h scription. es pomfi\e 


adoption of Mr. Canning's amend- 
nicnt in place of the original mo. 
tiun. 

But the most important business 
of the session, indeed the only im- 
portant one, was the king's ines- 
sage respecting J*ortugai. 'Die 
desire of the minister to obtain in* 
demiiity for viidating tlie corn laws, 
appeared hardiv adequate cause 
for spcciaily as.smihliiig parliament 
|)r<‘Viou.s lochri.'-iinas : uml the ses- 
si«»n waspavsmgolf, having atidrded 
little lo int(.‘re'^t the* public, when, 
upon the 11 lit of Iti'cemhi^r, iii the 
Vf.T) e\e of .'idjournmenl, to liie 
astonis!im»‘nt ftflhe people at large, 
Mr. Camiiug, m th*; hon^e of com- 
mons. preM-nU'd the following ines- 
s.ige, one i>f the It^kr leiiof heing 
at fhe same tirn*’, presenli'd' }i« tin: 
hon'>eof lonls by earl Bathurst : 

IIh mf(jt‘siy aetpKiints (lie 
iton-e i»f c.iimnoiis. that hi.s majesty 
has received iiii earne>.( applieaiion 
from the- piiner^.. ii genf <tf Borlu- 
gal, claiiniu*.', in virtue of the an- 
eiciil ohligiitioiiM of alhalice and 
amitv suh-iisting between his mn- 
jeslv iirnl tlf erowii of Bortiigai. 
Ins m.ijf'stv's aid against a ln»siih/ 
ajraros-ii.m from .'*»pam. 

** llismajesu hast vertei) himself 
for soiii*' Mriie pa»-r, in coiijnnction 
willi his majesty’s iillv, tin* king of 
Fr.iiice, ft, prevent such an uggres. 
sion : and repealeti assulanccs 
Inve htMui given hy the court of 
Madrid, of the determination of his 
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catholic tnajosty, neither to com- 
mit, nor allow to be committed, 
from his catholic majesty’s terriy- 
■ry, any aggression against I'urtu- 

gtti- / , 

“ But .his rnujosty has learnt, 
with deep concern, that, iiutwitli- 
standing these assurances, heslile 
inroads fnto the territory of Portu- 
gal iiavc heen eoiKrt rted in >S|i«iiii, 
and have heen exiicited under the 
f Ve-s of Spanish aulhoriti'-.s hy Por- 
tni;tit.-e reginicnts, \vhi(;h had dc- 
sorted into S|)ain, and wliich the 
Spanisli government had rofieated- 
ly and solemnly engaged to disarm 
and to disperse. 

“ Ilis majesty leaves no elfort 
um.'xhausted to uwaktm the Spanish 
government to tin? danjrerons r<in. 
se<]iience.s of tins apparent conni- 
vanec. 

majesl\ makes ihts eom- 
inunicalioii to tite iioitse of coni- 
iMons, with tin.' full and entire eon- 
fidence tliat liis maje^ly’s faithful 
commons will atl'ord Ins inajeslv 
their rordi.'il commrreiicc.and sup- 
port in muintainiiig the fai^h 
treaties, and in securing agaiiHl 
foreign hostility tiie safetv and in- 
dcpciideiu'e of the kingdom of Pur- 
iijga), the i)ld(?.st ally td' Great 
Britain." " G. B.'* 

At Mr. Cannings suggestion, 
'lie euiisidorHliini of the subject 
was deferred to tlic next ilay, in 
order to allord ineiiihers opportu- 
nity hir rertcc.tiou upon the con- 
'•■.nts ol a mes'^age as iniporli'nl as 


U was unexpected. Upon the 12th, 
Mr. Canning made an elaborate 
spcecii, dciailing the nature of the 
various ireaiies Ijeiween Great 
Britain and Puriugul, and showing 
tha. tile caauis Jtttli.rus ti.id arrived, 
ill ivincli a was Die uoundeii uuty 
ol the former, us ilu; faiihtul ally 
of tho latter, to step lorili in her 
deluice against iiosiilc invasion, 
tie concluded in tile lullowing 
words, winch are too rcniui Ruble 
for llicir tone of self-coiilideiico 
and assumption, to he prcaentcd in 
a more ahrniged form : 

‘‘ 1 sat out lr\ saving, that there 
were many reaM»ns winch induced 
inc to think, tliut nothing short of a 
point of national itonuur could make 
dcMiahlt' an\ a}»pro\imuiion to the 
danger of war — htit let niche dis- 
tiiiciiv iiiidersiood as not dreading 
w.ir 111 u good caii't' : and 1 trust 
ihai in no other wili^it ever he the 
lol ol this coiinirv to c gage ; lhak 
I druid war from a distiiist of our 
poweis and of our ic-sourees to 
meet it — No : 1 dicad it upon far 


cause I am cou- cions of the tie- 
inendoiis power which tliis country 
possesses of puslung any war iu 
which she may now be engaged, to 
consujiiciiecs. at the bare roiitcm- 
platioii of w Inch 1 shudder. It w ill 
la' rceollccted. that when, some 
V cars ago. I took llie liberiy ol ad- 
verting to a topic «d’»llii< nafiirc. 
>vlic.ii It was reli’iTcd 
itouse. with re^'Oeef to liie !*o«i?iou 


other grounds. I dread it, be- 
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of this country at the present time,* 
I then stated that our position was 
not merely one of neutrality be. 
tween contending nations, but be. 
tween contending principles and 
opinions ; that it was a position of 
neutrality which alone preserved 
the balance of power, the main 
tenance of which I believed ne- 
cessary to the safety and welfare 
of Europe. Nearly four years, or 
rather three years and a half, of 
experience, have conlirmed, and 
not altered, the opinion I then, d(s 
dared ; and I still fear, that the 
next war in Europe, if it should 
spread beyond the narrow compass 
of Portugal and Spain, will be a 
war of the most tremendous na. 
turc — because it will be a war of 
conflicting opinions ; and 1 know 
that if the interests and the honour 
<»f Ibis country should oblige us to 
enter into it, i^lthouffh wo might 
enter it, as 1 trust we shall always 
do, with a firm desire to rnitigHte, 
rathor^than to exasperate; to con- 
tend with arms and not with f»pi. 
itions ; yet I know that this country 
could not avoid si'cipg ranked 
under her banners all the restless, 
and all the dissatislied, whether 
with cause or without cause, of 
every nation with wiiich she might 
be placed at variance. I say, Sir, 
the consciousness of tliis fact ; thv 
knowledgcthat thcrejs in thiscoun. 
try such a tt'cmendous power, in. 
duces me to feel as 1 rio feci. But 
it ii one thing * to have a giaut'a 


strength,’ and another thing to 
* use it like A giant.’ The con- 
sedousness that we have this pow. 
er, keeps us safe. Our business 
is not to seek out opportunities for 
displaying it, but to keep it, so that 
it may he hereafter shown that wc 
know its proper use ; and to shrink 
from converting the umpire into the 
oppressor : 

(Visa sedet iKoIiis arcf, 

Sceptra : iiiollitii ; aniino.i ct tum- 

prral iras. • 

Ni facial, maria ac terras ccrluinq; pro- 
fund uin 

Quippe forant rapidi, sct'iim, verrantq 
per auras. 

Sir, the consetpjenccs of the letting 
loose of tho.sc passions which are 
all chained up, may be such ay 
would lead to a scene of desola* 
tiuri, sucli as no one can, for a 
moment, contemplate without ‘hor* 
ror, anil such as I could never lie 
cas\ upon niy courli, if 1 had the 
consciousness of having, by one 
hour, precipitated it. This, then, 
is the reason, a reason the reverse 
*of fe.Vi a reason the contrary of 
di.sahiiit), why 1 dread the recur, 
rcnce of a war. 'I’hat this reason 
may be felt b\ those who are act. 
iiig on oppoMie principles, before 
the' time tor using our power shall 
arrive, I would bear much, and 1 
would forbear long ; 1 would al- 
most put up will) any tinng that did 
not touch our national faith and nn. 
tioiiai honour, rather than Idl slip 
the furies of war, the leash d 
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which in in our hiiiids, uliilo wc 
know not wliom they may rosu h, 
unci liouht where the dcvastatiln 
may end. Such is the love of jioacf; 
whicii the Kritisii troveruuicwt ac- 
knowledges, and^^iicli tlio dtilif^o}' 
peace which tli^e circunistaiices ol' 
the world inculcate, Iriohedience 
to this conviction, and with the 
hope of avoiding extremeties, I will 
push no farther the topics of this 
part of the address. Ket ns de- 
fend PiwtiJiral, whoevcrinay he the 
assailants, because it is a work of 
duty ; and let us end whtTf? that 
duty ends. We ^o 1(» I’ortiiL^d, 
not to rule, not to dictate, nut t<i 
))resenl»c laws ; we ii<> hut tu jdani 
tiicre the standard <if l’iii«;laiid. th.e 
fiien; foreign doniinioii shall not 
come.” 

Mr, Cannin*; tlien moved an .»• 
drr ill helnif of the conunMns, 
thanking tlie king for rracious 
message eoneiTniug l^^^!ugal, and 
jiledging themselves to eutieur in 
such measnia’s, and to turni'h all 
such supplies, as might }>f'heee.-‘*a. 
ry for securing, against tireign 
hostility, tin’ safety and imie; «‘n- 
denc.c of the (ddest ally of (Jreat 
Jlritaiii. A short drhaie ensued, 
in which some of the leading “ppp- 
sition inenihers e\pri’***-e*l the 
warmest upprohatinnnfthe eumhni 
of the ministry ; and the addn’‘'S 
was voted \\tth extraordinary un.i- 
nimity, only three or four meinhers 
signifying their <!is ;eiit. ,^ndlIl,fhe 
lioifsenf lords, a similar address. 


hinvod by lord Hathurst, was car- 
ried without a dissentient voice. 
N»» other liiisiBcs i was transacted 
duriiei the se-'siuii ; and tlie next 
day both iioiises adjourned to llie 
Mh oj" ^Vh|•lJ:lry. 

Parliament spoke the unanimous 
voieo of the nation, ujion this mo- 
ineiiiiiii< o<*eiision. I'or omC(‘, all op- 
position In the Niew; aipl mea-nres 
ofthegovermiii nt seemed to \ anish 
and give plaei’ to sentimentsrtf har- 
mony . of ron-|iiniit; ae!i\ily and ar- 
d<ii|i>of itiani'. and dinnilied ireling. 
iliidiiih itic gu It l'i»d) of the Hri- 

ll-h penjd It fulls Iinci.t 

fuiiilsitift! , «l w ill of’ tin- go\crii- 
rtn lit am! ihf im'an luwaids the 
• .1 11 ft ••! Ilf » I ii n n. it wa«! ih- 
ifd not « ’ll uiijiffffd* iii. il fi lfii- 
l\. \ft : rmaiMfnt ci iMinaiiilfd l>\ 
dliain Cimtuii. wa-- (‘ijiiipjifil 
ill -ufh siioii sjiMf'’ of time, that in 
ihirteen iia\s alter •Mr. (.'anniiig 
pn>noimef<l ids sju'cch, a dt lach-' 
nifiil ut’ the aii\ili.ir\ ar.’ii\ arriu’d 
in the TagU’s. Urn the simpk’ nt « 
mor «»f the 'pruaeh ef British 
troops j*ro\fd •'nil'ififiii to aecom- 
pli-h tlie |iiirposf for wldch tlie\ 

, were despatched : and they had 
little opporiimity for gatiicring fresh 
liiun’ls amid tlie seem s of their 
tonner vif lories, as we sliaM more 
tiilK relate’, in e vplaining the pre- 

si*m foil Kill ft !'• r iiii il. 

. \nion the Jio\ I r-'it’- il iiiei- 
ihiiits ^lti(.h oefiiiif'i* alter this 
lime, and pre\ion< ir» the next 
inecting of parliamenl. ‘he death 
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of the duke of \ork is wuitliv ul'‘ 
note. He (lied on the tilth of Ja- 
nuary, lS*i7, in the tilth year ol* 
liis ajre. By his decease, the duke 
of Clarence became preauinjUivc 
heir to the tiirone ; and in the 
event of the latter's d\ iiiij hefon^ 
the rei^i^ning kin^, the dauulner of 
the late duke of Ktuil, iiued ei^ht 
years, will stand in that relation to 
the crown. The friends of reli- 
gious liberty, who rerneinl>ere(l the 
duke of York's stran>;e assevijra- 
tion, in the nature of an oath, that 
he would never, in whatf^ier cifjut- 
cily he nii;dit be cuiled to act, 

make any concession to the caiho. 
lies, very naturally rt’ij.inied the 
probable contin^enev of a lone mi- 
nority, and a female at liie head of 
tiie empire, us br'ini: au.-jn.uoiis to 
(he iilliniate attaiumeiU of their just 
political rij,dits ; more so, at leu't, 
than liic rule ¥i a prim e fj\4 d in 
M-S prejudice.-s, and jih.dj^ed to the 
cause of intoh raneo. 'Hie r.p- 
pointynmt which lie held, of com- 
mander in chief of tlie ariiiv, wa.s 
very appropnaicly bestowed upon 
tlic duke of Wellirii;?vu, who iiad 
fK; iung'been its most disim^iiished 
omaiiient, and who could appre- 
ciatc,from personal kiiowledire, the 
merits of a laru'<' proportion of the 
oiTicers. 

Earliarneni rea;isenihled on tlr; 
hth of February, on which day, in 
the house of lords, the earl of 14- 
verpool declared the intention of 
the mini-stry to bring forward the 


ijuestion of the corn laws, in orucf 
to propose a modilicaiioii of the c.ic- 
isVnig statutes on tliat suhjeci. On 
the Ofh,sir Francis Hurilctt gave no- 
tice, i»tliehouse»>fcommons,liat.<ui 
a dav assigned, he sliouh! so '.noil a 
motion for the relief of the Koirian 
catluiiics. 'Fuese two ohjei’ts Immiij* 
thus puldiclv iIldicat^^d as the pro- 
ininluit siihji'cts of consideralirm 
during the 'iession, imiiM’diatels en- 
gaged tile attention of the piihlie in 
general, airl more e'peeially ol the 
clu.s.sc-s ilirecilv interested in the 
ajiproucliiiig disctis.'<ions. .Mcan- 
whilc, liowocr, tiic .siddcii illne.ss 
ot‘ liio earl of Javerpool, the re 
spfuisiijie hciul of the niiui'-tri . 
which li»ok place on tlie llili o| 
^'el»nla^\ , ga\c a new direction to 
the foi.-hog'^ ot ih*‘ nalion, ami led, 
ifi Its coiiseipierices, to the mo'ii in 
icTesting events of the vear. ••IIi> 
iiiahidv lieitig of such a nature, !l^ 
to ileprive liim of his n-ason for a 
time, it herume doiihtful whether 
he Would ever he rnfKible of rc- 
.'^ummg ihe din-etioii ot' tin' piililic 
iitfairs, or even r»f Iransrieling hii- 
siness of anv kind. Speculation 
.immediately hiisied iii^eir. there- 
forejn eonjeeturing who wniihi sue. 
ceed him, ami what would he the 

I 

coinpo-iiioM of llie new iiiiui.strv. 
in rase tin* earl of Liverpool .should 
be roinpellefl. by (lie sfiitr of his 
, lieallli, to resign Ins appointineiits. 
Ills prudence, wisdom, moderation, 
experience of affairs, and weight 
ofcliaractcrjiiid.if was w rif known 
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ro iiolu iM wiDoii a culiincf, 

■ w)ii*si; iiKMiiljLM'.s clili't*n;(i lijiun miiucj 
t'liSKluinfjJital ul' {lub/ic 

• policy, 

Mr. ol»lairi<.*l icavc, «^n llio 
-‘Jil of l;o 1 )ruar\, to l)iiii;i in bills 
tor ill*! ronsoliditiion ami ariicmi* 
incut of tlui laws rc'^pcctin*' the 
s’liiiH! oV till'll, ami the crim*! of 
iiKilieioiN injurv to properlv. • He 
that haviiii;. in tin: course of 
the liisf sc,-.si«»M, cMlercil j»o (iiily iti. 
(o tlic <i(‘t<iils orihe prf>|Hisc(l con* 
soliilation. he (.li'CMh ii it iiiim‘<‘c*isa- 
•v to (Imjmiv imoi' at pp"*»‘nt, than 
hiit Jly icl'cr 1*1 ilii'iii, :tiiiiii'i|;^h ln! 
Wii-' now aildre .-.iL' a m \v parlia* 
tiient. Hi S pii!|i.i I> W.|S, to ri'iuler 
till' law as plain aiiti inii Ihuohh* as 
possihl*.'; tit. if w 'M n all vu ri'imiiml 
to know ii.ii I'v. tin- kniiwh iiii' 
oT its pi-.,' , '-.ii ' !)*• w itiiiri 

ihnr i< 'I . aiiJ fhai v. ith this 
^iiv, . its I'liaciim'iiis siioithi be 
I’f'iiii i la iciins ch-ar, ^^^•^nl^t<^ 
ami jip l i'i’. sii lar as ^.ich an nb- 
p'l t ('ifilil III' aiiaiiit'il. Hr ilnl not 
propose to iiiiroiiiii'r an\ al i ration 
ill the pnm‘l| li-<: o| ll.r hl'V HS it 
f'Msii'il. !|r tini ir.l ntsli, or in- 
irml to ni.iki; :ui\ r.i li rxprrinirnts, 
111 tills rrspccl ; but oiiI\ to CotM- 
i'lii!' : oi < itir cnarlim 111" rrtrrablc 
to one ;\rnrral hriiil, to |•|■nltlVl• 
C'liiiradit tioM'i. to nirt.iil n ilnmian. 
cif.-, ol' laniiiiaor, prcsrrvni;; at the 
JS.nnc Inur^ all those Icnns. the , 
inratnno ati:! \alne of which had 
been ^iscortaiiu’d by pidicial ileci. 
sionji: in short, to I'rco llio laws 


»f'rom (he rust oftinio, and the irnpii- 
lities of careless legislation, by con. 
solidating llicin with reference to 
the actual slate of society in the 
kingdom. Mr. Peel appears to 
have been cordially seconded in 
his laiidublc plan for improving the 
criininal laws by the great body of 
the members, exception being ta 
ken less to the elianges be propo- 
sed, than to his omitting to inlre- 
diire inipioveincnts in the princi 
pies of penal jurisprudence. 

.Sy- Prancis Ibirdett again 
bnflight forward, this session, bis 
inuiiun to rrlicM' llu! Uomaii C:i. 
thulics from llie civil disaliilities un. 
drr w liicli tbev laboured, in order to 
test the feelings of the new bouse of 
eominiiiis. 'I'he iinestion was taken 
up in the lioiist! on the 5!h of 
M.iich. and the discussion ended 
on the Till ; presi'iiling a signal e*x- 
aiiiplc of the e\pe'iit:oiis despatch 
of business, in cum; urison with ihd 
protracted debates whieli so coii- 
siaiitlv occur in im.* cungross^f the 
l iiiled Stales, 'fh. nunistrv was 
on this occa'^mn. as at privious 
time s. iliMi^cd upon the suhjt ct : 
and the ipicsiioii wu" di"cussed and 
derided .ii b asi will, out any dircel 
inicri't reuco on tlic part ofilio go- 
\ernmcnt,earh ministerial member 
acting accordin': to iiis individual 
views of the cvpcdiei'cy or 1MC.\. 
pediency of lyn.iucipatiiui. The 
syeechjuf .'^ir Jolin (’opi^’v. the mas- 
V'l' of the rolls, again -i reiiioviug 
the civil incapacity attached to Uo- 
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iiKin Catholic's:, ami the speeches ut* 
sir Francis llurdett, .Mr. Fhinkctt, 
Mr. lirnii^hain, nmi .Mr. (.'annin^, 
ill tavuur, wore distin^rui.'^hoii tor 
eloquence of Iniiiriia^c* anil uc'iiir- 
noss of rcMSoinii^^ ; :;ml lo any 
inipariial nl'si r\i‘r, it innst he 
manite>t that all iho of 

the ar;innn‘iit was on ilio lat- 
ter side. N< veriheiess, ihe friends 
of oinamipatioii wore ^really dis- 
iipticdiited nil takinij tlio cjijo-*. 
tion, to tiiui lla'insoKos in a inino. 
lily ; onl\ *J7*i nn rnlters \oinji; for 
"ir I'ranei.s Ihirdi’tl's inoUon, Mini 
■J7(» ir. In' In laiid, \ery 

intoiise anxiety Cuiw) rnin^ the re- 
s'lll was uni\<M>alls ll-i'. ( ‘inw.ls 
sarronnded the immsI on iis arri\al in 
Onhlin. htin;'l<i;i liie nnf.r.oni.ihio 
now •'I ami mjdijn:; ooiiid ixrfod 
ilio udooni ami i:i-a,<{*oni,;i'i in wi-n 

v.hieij it ua-. h\ liio i^p. 

'* d r nhoqi''-', 

• In lie- ii-. i V. </,' o*innm>:. (;n . 

I-' tii' 'i.ii' ;j. 111 conmn ' I', '»lr, 

t.'nnij./i;; .':iinniiir»ij Jus Ion- • 

« • 

I'orji- tj j;i ,/j*o 'ills fi.r |f:.Mil.i*m, li.o 

c.orn 1 1 I''- . Hi-’ 1 ! 'o’.iftiyii' woo 
lonn'led upon iin\'.d jorn'-ij ♦ - «.}’ 
partial free trade, ■ ud |..irii:ii • 
elusion ; and, as not ijiiln ijm n:i‘. 
happens with iiilc.rniedi.'ii; n)i:i. 
fcures, nair; e.ntiie .-m:!' ; n i* 
tlier lo l.ie nieM:an!i;' and maiiii- 
fucturin^ iijtere't, who (N -m d m 
more liberal m\ stern, nor lo ih<’ 
agricultural riterest, w lio demainh.M 
complete pndection ueainst the 
irrifHirtafion of forei;{u ;:rain. 'I’hc: 


resolutions went to increase the 
duty, as the 'price of wheat and 
o(iier ^ruin decreased ; and in like 
inaiiner, to decrease tliedul>,as 
till* price advanced. When the 
prii'c of whi'at should he tU).v. ill 
lilt: lioiiie market, the ihilv was to 
III* Wm. per (piartcr, to he inc reased 
•J.V. pt r cpiarter, for every slulling 
iimk:r (iO.v. ; and to decrease 
pe r cpiarter, fur every shillin**' 
aljcA’o tJllv., till it reached 7 llj., 
when the ihity shoiihl bo only Iv. 
per tpiarter. .\ similar scale was 
piopiiM'd r«»r barley, r)e, oats, pea**'. 
I»'*aii<, and other articles of the 
Kiml. Afli rlhe plan had been ex. 
plainc'd hv Mr. ( 'anniiiLT, and the 
oj.«'i,iiii#n ol’ it defendcMl, a short 
•h'em.^mii look phu:e, and the 
ffir'hi r etiMNideralioii t»f the whole 
‘.uop‘ei u j oiied to the Mh, 
wijeii the deh.i.e >..i re-iinied. 
^I.oiire ex.iimnation oi iin in 
.1 lo havo rend'-red u more 

oi in lalK aeeepiahh- lin.n it wa*J 
eo:: ■.dfu d af lii"! ; a i;n at majo- 
ii!’. lio lmii'»e r^•l;.•lnIlMo it a> !i 
I.' l.d,„ Wlliioe.t hfilio « '.laroe: dde 
V. nil ' pi < 111 iiivi; u lidiii'^'C ; and af- 
loiilmi' loim ''lie a«:rii iilii:ro .ill that 
iaii |Uo;«'c ti-,n m iheiinine market, 
whieh tie iiece"iiirM of Iratlc, and 
oi the laieaiMiiij population, would 
permit. A motion olirred b\ .Mr. 
VViiiUiiore, lo make ftih. the rc^- 
ifiiliilini: pure, instead cd tiO.v., and. 
ai dial price to enact a duty of ‘.iO.'c. 
per f|uarti;r, wa-s rejected, ‘hy u 
lar^e majority ot' tc» M). In 
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iiici, Mr. (lanniiifr's resolutions re- 
N|M‘ciiiiir wheal liiialty |>asseil witli- 
oiii a (iivjsioii ; aini the i'eeiiii^s of 
the house were llius aseeriaiueil 
wall siili'iriVnl |ire('isiou. |t was 
iiiteiulrii, >11 soon asaii the resolu- 
tions siioniri he iiasseil, to linn;r m 
a hill I'ounihMl u|)on llnnn, when 
a inure* decnlMl siainl wonhl |>id. 
l)ahl\ he tahen 1>\ the enefni(‘S 
ol’ the nn-asnre. \\ jiliout lullow- 
in;: the hill in all its si. eo-s through 
lilt! llollM‘ III’ niiMiiioii'; It U'lli sill’, 
lie*? to Miy, that it oltimaleU pre'. 
Ill this hrainli oh |mi I taineiil, *>n 
i!ie I'Jlh ol Ajiril; alK-r luuiu'.j 
uniieriMUie >^oine liw inodiliea- 
lioiis, v. lin ii (lul iiul alt r M*-’ ptiii- 
. i;.le. 

lint en’ the eoin laws were 
llnally ili-jio>i il oi’ oreat etnio-il'. 
aiiil some anxiety wa< ni.inileHi».il 
n lali\e III tin- slate of (lie eimi'-- 
ir\, iinil the aji|tiiiMtnie!jt of a sue. 
ee'-.or to loi i I It was 

iiee(".sar\ to (■on'.iili r the lal«* ad- 
inoii..*! ration as in fuel I'xtinet. 

'i’liero remaitieil not tin? sliejitesi 

« 

eliaiiee of tin* re;>toralloii oil *oVit 
Li\er|'i)ol, to sin‘li a di'L^rfo of 
health, as the hieli and re’'|5onsihle* 
flniii s of the head of the ininisiry 
demanded. No |ierson, aef|Uiiiiileii 
with his situation, eoiild an\ lone.’i' 
entertain the least expeetation lii.it 
he would i’\er n'turii !»i the exer- 
cise of his [luhlic fuuetions. 'I’hese, 
fcidiniTM wrro at lenjrtli pressed 
upon Ihe ministers with .so lynrli 
etiniesiiiess. that they funnd it. 


•necessary to give some explanation 
of their views. On the 30ih of 
March, the order of the day for 
hriiigiiig up the report of the com- 
mittee of sujiply being read in iho 
h(tii<e of Coiiimoiis, Mr. Tierney 
opposed the motion, upon the 
ground, among other tilings, of 
the uiisciiled state of the govern- 
iiieiit, and the necessity for imme- 
diately proceeding to the formation 
of a real and clfective administra- 
tion. Mr. ( anninff, in reply, en- 

ten.‘d into the reasons of the ap- 
parent delax to meet tlie wishes of 
the nation in this respect. He said 
tiia! he and Ins colleagues in the 
jiimiMry, wiio hail enj«Aed a near 
X n:w u| the great virtues, undoubicd 
talents, and extensive acijuiromeiits 
»»l' tile earl of Liverpool, and xvho 
in a'idilion xverc hound to him by 
the lies of time and long continued 
tVieudslu|i, natunilly felt extreme 
reluctance to believe, during tbb 
eailier part of bis illness, that all 
hopes of his recoverx had e.x^iired^ 
If wo have erred, he said, it has 
been pardi)iiiibly. — if wc have sin- 
ned, it xvas^m the right side ; — for 
I can imagine nothing more pain- 
ful to my nobh* friend, more dis- 
graceful to us, than lord Liver- 
pool’s awakening from bis trance, 
and tiinliui; that bis place lias been 
iflade the «d)jcct of prccipilati^ 
baste and intemperate .amhiiioi). 
lint o^cca^sion for lift jwj'* “*>^1 
lionourablc delicacy li«d already 
ctjasod to cxi**'!. 'I'bc king had 
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caused a communication to ba of the king, who, in tho courso oi 
made to the family of the earl of tho suhsuquertt incidents, gave most 
Liverpool, stating that the time unequivocal evidence of tho firm- 
had now arrived when it became ness uf ins attuchiiient. On the 
necessary to fill up the vacancy 13th April, Mr. Cunning was 
produced in the cabinet by the atiuuunced as the first lord uf the 
calamity which had befallen the trousiiry and chief* minister, a new 
prime minister. Happily, lord writ having been moved for, by Mr. 
Liverpool possessed sufficient con- Wynne, tlie evening previous, pre- 
sciousness, on the arrival uf the paratory tu his re-election to pur- 
communication, to understand its liatnent. 'J'he infurinution accuin- 
nature, and to appreciate the fact, punying the motion was received 
that his feeltogs had been equally with the loudest and most cnlhusi- 
respected by his sovereign, aivl his astic rheermgs, rendered audible, 
colleagues. Mr. Canning eon- far beyond the immediate precincts 
eluded, by giving an explicit as- of tho house. On tho same e\en- 
suraiice that a now administrutiou ing, the house adjourned to the Isl 
would be constituted forthwith ; of May, in order to iitibrd time for 
and on the faith of this assurance, making tho necessary arrange- 
Mr, Tierney withdrew his opposi- incuts in the ministry. Mr. Can- 
f ion to the passing of the supplies, niiig having r<‘ceivcd tho king’s 
Indeed, so soon as the recovery coinmatids lolluni a new udminis- 
ort ird Liverpool had became hope- traiiuii, to ho cunsiiumMl, as nciirly 
less, the voict of tlie nation pro- as pos'iilile, of iho sanie charac- 
hounced, who should ho the sue- ter with th it, of unh h lord I.iver- 
ccssorofthc retired imnisior, jiihi pool was lately tint head, pn.reiMl- 
^3 cctfnaiiily, as on occasion of the ed to the liisrhargc (.< lO a(c 

death of l.ord Londoadeirv , No duty, wiih piof i-t good faith. No 
second man divided, for a moment, sooner did he have the tender of 
the choice of the pe/ipic. Mr. the first place in (he minisirv, than 
Cunning had with him the wishes Jie imrricdiatciv signilit d ius accep- 
of his courcrv, gained by no sinis- lance uf i , to his l ollravncs, .iiid 
ter acts, bought by no family in- solicite 1 their aid and ro.tiprralifui 
fliiem-e of riristocraiic connexions, in comlncting the Hll’airs »f the 
but Sjion^meously bestowed upon country. He profesnetl luinsrlf 
the most higlily gifted state.Kmarf, anxious to continue in the pre.i ise 
and the most eioqufnt parliamcn- .cour^-c of policy pursiu d by lord 
tarv debated, in the Uioteil King- Li'erpind, making ns few chuiige.s 
dom. And it appears that be in tip', existing cabinet a.s po!<'siblc, 
equally possessed tho contidoone and leaving the difficult question 
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of catholic emancipation, as it 
hitherto had been to the free 
and unpledged conscience of every 
individual member of the cabinet. 

If his cnilcagucs had met lys ad. 
Vances in the same spirit of cor. 
diality and frankness, witli whieh 
they were made, (ircat Urilain 
would have been snhjecltMl to no 
sudden alteration of measure!^, by 
reason of lord Liverpool’s illness, 
but would liave gained acivaii. 
tsigCH on the cootrarv, by the 
transfer of the conduct of atl'airs to 
more energetic hands, and to an in. 
dividual equally favoured ^^ith the 
conlidence of the great bulk of the 
nation. Mr. Caniiiiig hud every 
reason to e.xpect tlnit sueli \\uuitl 
have been the aciutil slate of thing>. 

How great, then, must have 
been his surprise and regret, at tiie 
extraurdiiiar) conduct of a puriiun 
of his late associates in the go. 
verniiiciit. t'l'on his declaring his 
uccepluncc of the otlice of prime 
ininisier, six of his colleagues, the 
Lord Chancellor, Mr. tVcl, the 
duke of M I llingion, lonl Mutville, 
the earl of Wesiinoielaiul. and lord 
ilathurst, all of whom, except lord, 
iMidvillo, w'erc the anti-catholic 

luemhers of llin cabinet, imme. 

• 

diately sent in their resignation. It 
was reported ai first, tlun lor»l Hex. 
Jey also had ntsigned ; but if he 
entertained ^tlie design of doing so, , 
lie repented, and consented to rr- 
main jti the ndminiatmtion. WJiat. 
ever may have been the powerful. 


inducements which impelled the 
retiring ministers to take this hasty 
step, the sentiment of the nation 
was almost unanimous in disappro- 
bation of it. .All, except Mr. Peel, 
wore openly and loudly charged 
with acting under the influence of 
personal dislike and resentment 
towards Mr. Canning. They were 
accused of being jealous of the su- 
periority which the first place in 
tlic cabinet would give him, while 
they kIiouIH have remembered that 
his utiquesiionable talents; his long 
ex)fcriencc in various offices, se- 
cond (miy to the highest in the go- 
vernment : his pre-eminence as a 
parliamentary speaker, and his 
universal popularity throughout the 
nation, rendered his appointment, 
not only proper, hut in the circuro- 
stances ot‘ the case, absolutely nC. 
cessury to the existence of the ad. 
ministration. No nNan could have 
supposed that Mr. ('aiining would 
feci, or ouglil to feel, satisfied with 
a subordinate station in thc^ newv 
uimistrv . And if he and iiis friends 
were driven into the ranks of tho 
opposition, vit was perfectly clear 
that no government could be form- 
ed, which would possess the confi- 
deuce of parliRtnciit or of the na- 
tion. Ii was natural, therefore, to 
consider the conduct of the retiring 
iftinistcrs ns unreasonable and un- 
justifiable. It .was equally natural 
t(k suppose* that, in icifdcring their 
resignations almost at the same 
moment, they had ronceried the 
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act with a view to intimidate the 
king, and oppose, in a most uncon- 
stitutional manner, the exercise ot* 
his just prerogative. 

With respect to the individuals 
who took part in this extruordinury 
procedure, Mr. Peel, as we have 
already hinted, hudcretiii for acting 
from purer motives than the rest, 
namely, from apprehension lest 
the premiership of Mr. Canning 
would produce those ecclesiastical 
changes, of which the latter had 
been the most distinguished cham- 
pion, and which he himself harf us 
conscientiously and strenuously re- 
sisted. Mr. Peel’s tuieiiiH and ad- 
mitted usefulness as a public man, 
and his reputation in the count rv, 
made his resignation a matter of 
serious regret. The retirement of 
the duke of Wellington was also 
much regretted, because in his own 
department he*ivas unfjucstionably 
without a rival ; and thi^re his force 
of character, high rcputuii<jn, and 
^onaec{uent authority, would he 
greatly missed. His close personal 
intimacy with the king was ano- 
ther circumstance which made it 
peculiarly undesirahle to have the 
weight of his influence in that quar- 
ter thrown into the scale of the op. 
position. As for lord Bathurst, 
lord Melville, and lord Westmore- 
land, their presence or absened 
was eoiuidered as a matter of very 
little momenrco the admioisttatiorii 
because they possessed no peculiar 
qualiflcatioiii) except long expe- 


rience in the routine of othcc* 
Lord LIdoii’s secession, was a de- 
cided benetit to the ministry, 
by freeing it from the burthen of 
unpopularity which aitacliedto the 
churacier of the Lord Oiaiicellor. 
Lord Lldoii’s habits of doubt and 
indecision, were an intolerable im- 
pediment to the coiii'Ne of business 
in the court of chancery, while bis 
general principles as a statesman 
were hostile to ail improvement, 
and to evorv measure of liberal 
tendency, suited to the enlighten- 
ed spirit of the age. 

The resignation of the six sere- 
ding ministers, was foiloMed by 
that of various other persons in 
sui>i»rdinate stations, who regarded 
the elevation of Mr. ( hiiining as in- 
jurious to lln ni and tln.'ir iViendN, nr 
unfavoiirahle’io the interest of the 
high ehureh and torv parly, being 
induced to appreliend that the 
einaneipalion ot the catliolie.s 
wouhl speedily he attern[)ted 
througli his inlliience. Among 
^ihese wefi' sir (lliurles W«*iherel!, 
aftnrncy general ; .Mr. Wallace, 
master of the mint ; several gen- 
tictneii employed in the ordnance 
department, the duke of Mimirosc, 
lord chamherinin, the duke of Dor- 
set, mastiT of the Imrse, and Sfime 
other members of llie king's bouse- 
hold. Of the old cnbiriet, tln-re re- 
jTiHined only the earl of llarrow- 
by, lord Hidmoiith, Mr. Kohinson, 
Mr. .Wynne, Mr. Hiiskbsiion, and 
lord Bexley : ond the diffieutf task 
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^ nbvf devolved upon Mr. Canning, 
of re-constructing the ministry, 
either by selections from among his 
private friends, or by having re. 
course to the members of tl^e op. 
position, itrrd obtaining a suftply of 
whig talent, to bo infused into the 
exhausted ranks of the old tory 
party. This duty was commenced 
witiiout delay, by the appointmient 
of sir John Singleton Copley, mas. 
ter of the rolls, to the seals us lord 
chancellor, the marquis, of Angle. 

■ sea to be master general of the ord- 
nance, and the duke of Clarence 
to be lord high admiral, and con- 
duct tiic affairs of the navy, with 
the advice of a council, the old 
board of admiralty being abolished. 
Thus far, no cliange of policy 
could be expected Irum the new 
admiiiistraiion ; but whether the 
remaining appointmciiis would be 
tendered to the wliigs, was a ques- 
tion which continued doubt ful for 
a short time, and of course kept 
the whole nation in a state of sus. 
pcnsc. 

During this period of uncertain- 
ty, Mr. Canning received the strong, 
ost marks of the confidence and 
firmness of the king, who seemed 
to view the conduct of his minis- 
tors, precisely in the same ligRt 
with tho nation at large, its design- 
•d to intimidate him, and thus over- 
t}irow Mr. Canning. But its eflVet 
on Vhe king's mind was exactly 
the roverso. He was Yoiised by it 
to a degree of energy and decision, 


which the public did not antici- 
pate, and which completely dis- 
appointed the seceding members 
of tho cabinet. In truth, it efibc- 
tually secured the royal favour to 
Mr. Canning, and gave him un- 
limited power to remodel the ad- 
ministration upon such principles 
as might seem to him best adapted 
to the circumstances of the couii- 
try. He continued to have the 
public press and the voice of tho 
nation wholly with him. His ele- 
vation atlurded a signal example 
of tiic force of talent, and of tried 
services, in attaining distinction ; 
since neither family connexions, 
borough interest, nor aristocratical 
support, had raised him to the post 
of premier; but the independent 
selectio^i of the crown hud pre- 
ferred him, from confidence in bis 
capacii), experience of his servi- 
CCS, and approbation of his past 
conduct, in various responsible* 
stations. And although tho ad- 
ministration to be formed under 
his auspices, might be deficient in 
*|;reat aristocratical names, and he 
might not number among his 
friends some of the wealthy own- 
ers of parliamentary seats, still he 
would be able, like Mr. Pitt, to rest 
upon the universal support of tho 
people, justly outraged by the 
species ot' dictation attempted on 
the part of lord Eldon and his as- 
*8ociates. The * course^ for Mr. 
Canning* to pursue, was, therefore, 
plain before him. He had only 
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to coDstitate the ministry anew^ of May, to which day parliaincat 
with proper respect for tiio wishes was adjournisJ, the iniiii>i;ry waa 
of the king, and to throw himself com|4eielv lonned ft»r the tiiiic he- 
witb sincerity and contideuce iipiiii ing, us lollous: Mr John Copley, 
the public feeling, which could lord ctia.iotilor, Im ihe n le of lord 
not fail to rally iu his defence Lxndi.urM; the duke of IWiluiid, 
against a combination of the ultra luid pnw seal ; Mr. i aiuiiii^, first 
tones, and in favour of a tihcral lord ol the ire.isuiN and elancvliur 
tory ministry, or even an adtitinis. ofthe exeiu (|iii‘r ; ifrd UiAlley and 
tratioD composed in pan of the Wurd, seert'iury lor tun-i^in oti'airs; 
roost high minded whigs. Mr. Kohinson, secreiarv for the 

It soon became understood, that coioiues, wnli u peeraue, hy the ti> 
Mr. Canning, abandoned and de- tie of vic^iint of Cotlench ; Mr. 
nounced by the ultra tory party, Sturgis llourne, serretary for the 
was engaged in negotiating ^Aith lioiiie licpurtment ; Mr. lluskisson, 
the marquis of Lnnsdnwno, for the Mr. Wynne, and the carl of Uar- 
admission of himself and his friends rowhy , to remain in the otlices they 
into the administ ration. Thus fur, held before ; Mr. Scarieit, uitorney 
no appointments had been made general ; and the duke of Leeds, 
among them, to form part ofthe master of the hoi se. It was under* 
new cabinet. The duke of Cla* stiuid that some alterations might 
rence, and the marquis of .Angie* be made, for* the admission of the 
sKia were selected, partly on the marquis of Lunsdowne into the ca- 
ground of bcipg the king*s friends ; hiiict ; am) that several of the pro- 
'and sir John Copley belonged to minent whigs would be appomied 
the party opposed to catlioiiceman* to subordinate f>flii*es; but in the 
cipiUion. Mr. Canning was piedg. present stnitr of things, the go\erii- 
ed to the king, that this qu< stmn nimi nuglu lie f onsniered as re.or* 
fhould not be brought forward us a^ garii/ed on the ;jOi|i nf April, when 
cabinet measure; and^this appears tiie king held a eniimii, to traiis'dr 
to have been the most powerful fdi. the seals o| oilice to the newly up. 
flacle to the entire concurrence of pointed immsters. 
the whigs in supporting his iiiims* iincli was the condition of the 
try. At length, this iriipcdiineiit gftvermrieril when |iariKiment rr-as. 
was overenroe, and the ucccssinn siitntJed on the 1st of May ; and 
ofthe great body ofthe whigs w,as the ei>niiii tmg parties had an op* 
signified on the 28lh of April, by |K»riumiy, lor the first time, of giv* 
the Bppoinimeot ofthedukcof fie.* ing puhiic utterance to theii re* 
vooabire to the office of* lo/d chaVn- spcctive opinions concerning th^ 
berlain. And previous to the Jst ne^ administration. In the brief 
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vidw which we 8hal) present, of the 
f4‘ha(<^8 on this uccaslon, we he^in 
will) tiie house of commons, where 
Ihc series of explunations, and of 
inutijiil ol)jiir^atioiis, romrnepced. 
Mr. Oaiiniiifr entered ilie house at 
5 o'clock, haviiij^ heen re-elected 
member of dcittord without oppo- 
sition, and took his seat as usual on 
the treasury benches. On the s-fmo 
side sat sir Francis Hiirdett, Mr 
Ticrnev, Mr. Brou^hnin, Mr. i'al- 
craft, and others ofthe whim's. while 
©t) the opposition In'nehes were se. 
veral inemlters heretofore in the 
habit of nccilpyin» the iniiiistcrial 
side of the house. Upon the mo. 
tion of Mr. Herries, for a new writ 
to issue for the election of a mem- 
ber for Ashhurton, to supply the 
vacancy occasioned by the appoint, 
merit of Mr. Huurtic: to the home 
department, ns successor of Mr. 
Pec), the latter gcntieiuaii rose, and 
stated tiu^ reasons which iiad indu. 
•-ced.him to resign his otficc. He 
disclaimed all motives of private 
pique, and repelled the impuiatioiis 
of cabal which had been casV upon 
him unri his associates in retire, 
inent. For eighteen years, he said,, 
since his first entrance into public 
life, he had peraeven’d in a cour^ie 
of 8tcud\, but, he trusted, tcriipc. 
rate and constituiioiiHl re^istaiice 
lo any further concessions to the 
4lc^iin CBiliulics. He desired to , 
give Mr. Canning full credit for 
the hbnesty and sincerity of his 
principles; but he felt convinced 


that Mr. Canning would consider it 
his duty, if placed at the head of 
aifairs, to promote, if not the ioi- 
mediate, at least the ultimate sue* 
cess of the catholic question. It 
was wholly out of his power to ac- 
quiesce in arrangements, calcula* 
ted to further the promotion of ob. 
jects, which he alone of tho king^s 
ministers had constantly been ac. 
tivc in opposing ; and Ihcreforc he 
cuiild nut, consistently with his 
feelings and character, retain hia 
otlicq, when the influence and au- 
tliofity of prime minister were 
tiaiislerred, from the ablest oppo- 
Dent of the catholic claims, into 
tjic hands of their ablest advocate. 

Sir Francis Burdett next rose in 
defence of the new ministry, which 
was tiren assailed in the harshest 
language by sir Thomas Leth- 
bridge, and Mr. Dawsou, who rfe- 
ctiscd the whigs of being actuated 
solely hy the base desire of office; 
ill fiiniiiiig a coalition with Mr. 
(.'aiming. This imputation brought 
up Mr. Brougham, who eloquently 
’ defended ins party ,aiui himself per- 
sonally. I'nup the charge of selfish 
aiiihiiiuii in rt'gard to the new ad- 
tninisirution. He said, that he and 
his friends hud given it their hearty 
support, because they approved of 
the principles which it professed 
and inuinlaiiicd ; but he himself 
had voluntarilv resigned all claims 
iq office, at the preseat time, and 
indeed become pledged not to ac- 
cept it, in order to iniorpose no oh- 
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ittaclc ia the vray of constituting 
such a ministry as the good of the 
country demanded. Af)er Mr. 
Brougham had given this honoiira. 
ble proof of his disinterestedness 
and patriotism, Mr. Canning rose, 
and entered into a most triumphant 
▼indication of the course he had pur. 
sued in the formation of the minis, 
try, of which he was the head, lie 
related the circumstances respect. 
I'og it, which we have already dc. 
tailed ; and as to the catholic qites. 
tion, which had been made the pro. 
text for opposing his adminiStra. 
lion, he frankly stated, that at. 
though he sincerely desired its sue. 
cess, yet he would never make 
Iiimself a party to any attempt at 
forcing the king’s conscience on 
that subject, how much soever he 
might hope from the gradual ditfii. 
sibn of more liberal views in rela. 
tion to the affairs of Ireland. Ttie 
kpplause with which his speech was 
received, lefl no doubt on the mind 
^ «>f any unprejudiced persons, as to 
the sentiments entertained towards 
Itiro, both in and out of the house, 
by the great majority, of the peo. 
pie. 

The house of lords met on the 
•9d of May, and changes, similar to 
those described as having taken 
place in the commons, were oh. 
mrvable among the peers. Lord 
6oderich| Mr. Plunkett, as lord 
Plunkett, ehd sir Charles Abbott, 
chief justice of the king’s 'bench, 
as lord Tenteiden, were introduced. 


and each took his oatli and seat us 
a peer. Many of the peers, who' 
had most strenuously opposed (he 
catholic claims, placed themselves 
on the opposition benches, while 
the marquis of Lansdowiir and lord 
Holland appeared on the treasury 
side of the house. Earl (irosvenor 
having presented n petition in fa> 
vous* of the catholics, alluded to 
the present state of the govern, 
nieiit, as being auspicious to their 
hopes ; u|Hjn which lord Kllen- 
borough oltservcd, that the present 
was a fit occasion fur those minis, 
ters, whose conduct in resigning 
oflice had been loudly impeached, 
to explain their motives. There, 
upon lord Eldon rose, and in a 
speech of some length, but rather 
inartificially composed, stated that 
he availed himself of the earliest 
opportunity to purge hitnseifof the 
calumnious imputatir>iis against the 
motives of himself and his asso. 
ciates, with which the public press 
had abounded. He earnestly dis. 
cluiiiied all feelings of private rc. 
scntmcni, and all disposition to 
dictate to tlie king, or to deter 
,him, by iinronstiiuiitunil means, 
from the exercise of bis inviolable 
right to appoint wlionisfiever he 
might choose, for bis prime minis* 
ter. Rut the opinions, which be 
entenained and had iiniforiniy sup. 
ported upon the catholic qiiesfipn 
forbade his continuing in oflicc. 
under the general direclioft of a 
head, who had uniformlv been the 
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stisalous and anxious advocate of 
'jhe catholic claims.* Wi ll rcHpect 
the charge of coiis|>iriiig uith 
•the other niiiiistcra to overane the 
king, he soieiinity deciunMl, that 
the acrusaiion , was iiiierlv tin. 
founded, the cofniiiiihieiitiinis troiri 
his friends having been M>iit with, 
out any concert on ins part, and 
some of them being unknown to 
him, till he read them in the news, 
[lapers. 

The duke of Wellington followed, 
and entered into u mure minute 
explanation of his motives, because 
he conceived that (lie circurn. 
stance of his having retired from 
the command of the army as well 
as from the cahinet, rerjuiri^d it. 
For the latter, he con'«i«lered the 
relation in which .Mr. ('aiiiiing 
stood, with n*spect to the catholic 
(]uestiun, to he a coinpieie justifi. 
cation. But he alleged further, 
that Mr. Canning was nut desirous 
4^ have him contiime in the minis, 
'try ; and to show this, he produced 
the correspondence hetwemi him. 
self and Mr. ('anniiig at thg iime| 
which, in our opinion, gave the 
duke Some colour for the belief^ 
When Mr. Cunning fust a|»{ri 7 .ed 
the duke of Wellington of the 
charge lie hud received from the 
king, ho did not propose a confe- 
rence, nor give any explanations, 
refer to any person, ns antlio-, 
rizdd to give them, ns he did in 
respefct to others of liis collcajEiics. 
In reply to this cominiinicntion. 


the duke inquired, who was to be 
at the head of the new ministry, to 
which Mr. Canning somewhat la- 
coni' -ally answered, that he was to 
be Ibe persog, and intimated that 
such an iiifjiiirv was unnecessary ; 
all hough III faci, it In no means 
followed, hceauNc Mr. Canning was 
commissioned to form the iiiinisiry, 
that therefore he was to be prime 
minister. From these circurn. 
stances, the duke of Wellington in. 
ferred, that his continuance in the 
minyjtrv was not very aiixioiiKly 
deiftred by Mr. Canning, even if it 
bad been ennsistent with his own 
sense of duty ; and these considc. 
jraluitis induced him to retire. It 
is unnecessary, to repeat particu. 
lurty the observations of lord Rex. 
ley, tli*e earl of Westmoreland, lord 
Melville, who confirmed the asscr- 
tioiis of lord Eldon and the diike'of 
Wellington ; or tbo^^ of lord Godc. 
rich ami the marquis of I«unsdowiie, 
who defended Mr. Canning’s con. 
duct, upon the grounds whici^havc 
been already explained in tlic prc. 
ceding pages. Of the other peers 
who took part in the debate, lord 
liondoii(l<‘rry was remarkable for 
the peculiar asperity of language, 
and rancour of personal feeling, 
with which he spoke of .Mr. Can- 
ning. 

• It would he tedious to review the 
debates which continued to occur 
for some tune on the rtihjcct ot the 
■ministry, and which became cx. 
cocdingly ardent and personal on 
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several occasions. In the house* 
of commons, sir Thomas Loth, 
bridge disiinguished hiinsolf tor 
the iniempcrutc wdrniih ut' his luii. 
guage on this subject, t'ur outstrip- 
ping in viidenceeven Mr. Dawson, 
and Mr. W. Yates Peel, who 
certainly went us fur as prudeficc 
and good sense wiirruntcd. But 
the popularity of Mr. Canning in 
the house of commons, wIk.to 
ever) debater of any merit, except 
the lute secretary Peel, was on his 
side, secured to his ministry the 
decided co-operation ofthat hruAcli 
of the legisluttire. The landed in- 
terest there seemed disposed to 
unite in op|)osiiion to Mr. ('aii- 
ning. But the serious euu.se of ap- 
prehension lay in the hou.se of 
lords, where a large body of tlie 
nobility was arrayed against him, 
and might greatly embarrass the 
measures of tly* government, 'riie 
marquis of Londondirrry retpeut- 
edly signalixed bimsi-ll by the 
harslyiess and illiberal ity of bis 
remarks on the admiiiistraiioR. On 
the 4ih of May the earl of Win. 
chelsea gave notice of lii.s inien- 
lion to move for rommittce of 
the whole on the state of the na- 
tion, in order to a.*irertain the 
Strength and test the priii<'i[des of 
the new ministry. Other obvious 
symptoms of decided oppositioii, 
were cootiiiually breaking out m 
the house of lords. 'Din great 
names among the peers were many 
of them against Mr. Canning ; and 


lord Codcrich was not quite ade- 
quate to the task of withstanding 
his numerous assailants. In addi- 
tion to I his, all tilt' great w hig lords 
didiioj[so cordially u|>pro.i. i,t' i!ic 
new muiislr) us ihiiir friends 
uiiiong the commons. F<arl Grey, 
tor ifistuii(-e, gave a detailed stute- 
meiit of bis reasuiih fur wiiliholding 
his ..support from .Mr. Cunning, 
wh(»m he did not think entitled to 
the coiilideiiee of the whigs. 

'1 rue it bs tliui nothing but the 
gn at popularii} of .Mr. Canning 
ill (be routiirs, — Ins being con- 
.siuerrd in bome measure as the 
eliampion of liberal prineiples, in 
coiiscqueitec of I be siuml he had 
taken upon the ea Intue ({ue.stu)n, 
tlie Sou.h vmeneaii quest ion, and 
the Portu::uese eoiistniitiou, — and 
the almost uiiirniriii»us voire of tlie 
publie press in his lavour ; — no- 
thiiu! short of these things eoiild 
have proimseil permanenee and 
stiihiliiy to Ills udminisirution. The 
old lor\ party eonsnlered Mr. Can- 
ning an lmsali^ indireet, mid in- 
sinrei;e man : they Hflirmed, ilmt 
his real aim had been to destroy 
.lord Ciserpool’s adiuiinsiraiinn. 
whereof the mam prinriple was 
tieiitrality on the raiholii' question ; 
anil that Ins ultiinatc purpose was 
to bring this forward u.4 a rabinet 
measure, and burrass the king into 
a relimpiishiiient of Ins ronsrivm 
tiouH opimoii.s. 'riiey ri'preh^^nd- 
cd, also, Ihc boast ftii tone, 'which 
on several occasions he had rm 
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{>':oyc(iy in speaking oi' his instrii- 
^inontalify in the inti^Hiiction of a 
iiiSeral system of admiiiistvati<»n 
, into 'the atluirs of tlio government. 
Such were ’some of the general 
grounds on* which the new oppo. 
sitioii assailed Mr. Canning. .Most 
of the whig.s had mitered, or were 
about <^nteriiig, into a coalition 
with him ; hut this, like other voa- 
iition ministries, snhjiM-ied each 
party to the imputation of interest- 
ed motives. Some ot^ the w higs 
cotild not easily iorget the past 
career of Mr. (’anning, originally 
iutioduced into notice as a writer 
in the Anti.jaeohin, and a /.ealons 
partisan of Mr. Put’s, afterwards a 
subordinate member of lord Ca.N. 
tlereagh’s ministry, tin* siead\ op. 
puiieiit of parliameiiiary reform, 
the great advocate of the bill for 
su.spending the act u\' hah* as 

ami for pnnisliing the Man. 
Chester rioters ; thepatnm ofla\ish 
disbursements ; and even at the 
•preseiU moment, in ibe height of 
bis power, pledgeil to the king i<i 
observe the poliey (»f lonl Liver-* 
pool’s administration, respect ing 
the calhidics. All tliese points of 
objection in the ebaracn r of Mr. 
CHnriing, eunld not fail eveninally 
to combine u pretty numerous 
party of men as members of the 
now oppo-siiioii. 

^^'liiU; upon this part of our sub. 

it is pfopor to iiieiitiou an im- 
purtaci fact, staled in the English 
nowspapcrs.to show the predicament 


in which Mr. Canning stood with re- 
gard to the catholic question. At 
a public dinner of the clergy of 
London, on the Hth of May, when 
the bisliop.s of London, Chester, 
and Llandiiif were present, the 
bisbo|) of London addressed the 
meeting, and g ve an account of 
an inturvii'W with tlic king, to 
which the archbishop of Canter- 
bury and liiinself liaU* becu sum- 
moned. Jn this interview, the king 
stated, that he had sent to them as 
the heads of the metropolitan cler- 
gy, dn order, through them, to ac- 
quaint their respective clergy and 
the public at large, what his seiiti- 
m* nls were rcspeciing further con- 
cc'-Mon to the catholics. He de- 
clared that he eiiiertamed on this 
suhji'ct the same .^eiiiimtMits which 
Ins father did, aiul wiiich he him- 
self was known to entenaiii wh^ii 
prince regent. He, professed to 
have the same view of the curonai 
lion oath which his father and the 
late duke of York had uni firmly ^ 
taken; and expressed a conviction, 
*that nothing could alter or shake 
his ojniiions on this momentous 
qui’Mimi. He further commanded 
the ar< hl.ishop of Canterbury, and 
tlie Indiop of London, to communi- 
cnic ihesi' ins sentiments to their 
re>pe«tive ch rgv, in order that no 
ntiscoin cption might hv any pos- 
.•iiiiilitv exist as lo Ins views in the 
* late ministerial arrangcaicnls- 'fho 
same proluio inadt! a like statement 
afterwards in his place in the house 
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of lords. Wimtovor expectations, Canning probably bad sutfieient 
therefore, the Roman catholics and occupation in' completing the rnj- 
their friends might found upon ibe nistenal arrangements, wliich wc^ 
mere fact of Mr. Canning’s being not finished entirely until (he 
at the head of the go\erninent, it monilj of July. On the Kith of 
does not appear that, in the cir- Ma\ the appointments of the inar- 
cumstanccs of the case, there was quis of Laiisduwne to a scut in the 
good cause to believe it wimlrl ena. cabinet without otVice, of the earl 
ble them to attain tle ir object iin- of Carlisle to the situation of first 
mediately. conniiissioner of woods and forests. 

In the course of the month of and of N|r. I’lernev to the ofiicc of 
May, the bitterness of the oppo. master of the mint, each with a 
sition to Mr. (\'inniiig gradiuilly seal in Ihe.rabiiiet, were announ- 
sutisided. Mr. IVel infortiK'd the ced, ii beinL' Louierally understood, 
house on the 8th, that he slmuM he however, tiiai a portion of the ar< 
most happy to continue his e.\er- raugenients made was mertdy pro- 
tions for the amendinerit of the visnMial. Mr. Canning’s populari. 
criminal code, and the (ronsoiidu. t\ sustained no dimiriiition during 
tion of the laws ap|»ertHinui<; to the progress of these elforts for or- 
penal jurisprudence, if sucii was ganizing his administration; and 
the pleasure of the house; and nndoiibtedlv he was thus enconra* 
that, so far as depended upon him, ged to proceed with firninessanddc. 
the proceedings which he had com- cision m the execution nf tht; plan 
menced, shoubJ go on precisely upon which he had coinmenced. 
fhc same at if he still administered When pt rmanently settled, theca- 
the home department. Mr. Cun- biiiet consisted of the followiiig 
• ning thought it expedient, however, rnendiers, nainelv, Mr, Cunning, 
lodefcrliringingforwardthesiuteof^ the carl of llarrowhv, lord jAiid- 
thc revenue at present, in order to burst,, the duke of Portland, lord 
avoid, as much as possible, the dis- Baxley, viseoiini Dmllex, viscount 
cussion of ail rpjostions that might .Coderieh, Mr. Iliiskisson, Mr. 
agitate the public mind. Indeed, Wynne, ihe rnanpjis of Anglesea, 
although the gravity of parliament lonl Puimersfon, the marquis of 
was disturbed by occasional ebiiHi. Lansdowne, the earl of C'arlislc, 
tions of bad temper from sir Tbo. Mr. ’rierney, and Mr. Sturgis 
roas Lethbridge, the marquis Bourne. The duke of Portland 
Londonderry, and, others of the ^resigned the olTic.e of privy seal, Ul. 
rnofft violcn^members of, the oppy. give place to the earl ol I’oriisle ; 
sition, yet no question was taken to the marquis of Lnnwiowiie bttx;ame 
try the strength of parlies. Mr. sccreiarv of the home department ; 
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Mr. 2!jturgiK Boilrnc was trans- 
i«^red to the post of coininissioncr 
.of the woods and forests, made 
vacant by the resignation pf the 
earl of Qarlisle.. Such was the re- 
gular composition of the ministry, 
during the short time that Mr. 
Canning renmitied at the head of 
the government ; it being a i‘r>uli- 
fioii ministry as strictly asthat of Mr. 
Fox and lord North, and like tliat, 
destined to be of brief dtiralioh. 

On the Isi of J'lm*, Mr. Can- 
nin^, in the ciiuracter of chancel- 
lor of tlie exchequer, inlnaiuced 
his budget to the attention of the 
liouse of commons. So much me- 
diocrity of talent liad sulh' ...! lo 
discharge the duties of this ollice, 
since the time of Mr. Pitt, tliat Mr. 
Canning’s clear, and explicit ac- 
count of the state ol' tiie finances 
could hardly be considered as 
greatly adding to hi.s fame. Tn- 
happily, the condition of thetrca.surv 
lur from being to favourable 

as the country could have wished. 

■ ( 

lie acknowIcMlged, that the ^dose 
of the year had IrMl a cleficicncy in 
the revenue of which 

rendered an issue of exchequer 
bills nccesfinry, to meet the ex- 
penscs of the go\ eminent. The 
friends of the existing ministry 
iillegcd in their defence that, the 
dodgt having taken place in the 
preceding year, it could not he 
justly ^argcnhlo upon Mr. Cpn* 
ning's administration ; although lie 
liimscif. and such of his colleaguc.s 


as belonged to lord Jjiverpoor.s 
caliirict, were hound to take their 
share of the responsibility of hav- 
iiig occa.sioned it. Mr. Canning 
said till) government had re.solved 
to practise no concealment, — to 
attempt no keeping hack on the 
subject, — hut frankly lo represent 
things as they actual] v «tood, and 
for the future to ap|)ly their most 
zealous clTort.s to the reihietion oi 
the e.xpcndimrc and the improve- 
ment, of tlic revenue. 

M e pas.s over other matters of 
an ordinary cliaraclcr. to conic to 
the discussions in the house of 
Wrd«, respecting the corn laws. 
The hill for their alteration was 
read a second time, at the motion 
«»f hu'd (io(le*rich, on the of 
Ma}. 'File .second reading wai: 
carried, by a \otc of lUO to 03. 
from which the frieirtls of the inca- 
sure augured favourably of its ul- 
timate fate. Lord Bexley spoke 
of the bill, as lu'ing the last legacy 
^if the earl of Liverpool, who had 
devoted much of the preceding 
Slimmer, to Ike investigation of the 
• siihject. and had himself introduced 
the plan inl<» the irahinet, as om* 
originated hv himself. 'Fhe pas- 
sage td the hill was urged by lord 
(todericb, with all the zeal and 
alHlily be posstwed, as calculated 
,to preserve a •medium .between 
bi^i nipi Ipw prices, and to pre- 
vent tlios6 sudden changes and mi- 
expected tluctuutioiis in price, 
winch were* the fruitiul .•sourer ol 
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so much misery among the labour, 
ing classes. But the bill, digested 
with so much care, and brought 
forward by the ministers in obe- 
dience to the general wisli of the 
better informed statesmen, unfor. 
tunately received an amendment, 
at the motion of the duke of Wei. 
liiigtou, which the ministers deemed 
fatal to the whole measure. His 
amendment was, that foreign 
wheat in bond should not be taken 
out of the warehouse, unless the 

home price was G 6 . 9 . ; and atler a 
great trial of strength, there ap- 
peared, on a division, 78 lords in 
favour of the amendment, and 74 
for the original bill, leaving the 
ministers in a minority. 

As the duke of VV^eliington, when 
a member of the cabinet, had ap. 
proved of the measure in its primi- 
live shape, hie conduct on tliis oc. 
*casion, whether justly or not we do 
not judge, was open to the impu- 
tation of factious motives, and gave 
rise to very severe animadversions 
on the part of the ministry aniT ' 
their friends. In cojiscf|ucnce of 
the amendment being carried, vis. , 
count Goderich announced in the 
house of lords, on the 13th of June, 
that the government had conclu. 
ded to abandon the corn bill, cn- 
cumbered, as it now was with* a 
clause which they regarded as 
practically**destruying the princij|)le 
of the measure. Nothmg could 
exceed the surprise and dissatis- 
faction. which this unexpected rc. 


suit produced all over the cout(tr) - 
among those persons on w^sc 
interest the failure of the bill 
would operate. Indeed, the bill 
was uncommonly accet)table to the 
nation at large, whp considered it 
as a very happy attempt at com- 
promise, and confidently 'anticipa- 
ted its passage. Not a few intel- 
ligent men thought the ministers 
acted unadvisedly in withdrawing 
it, looking upon the duke of Wei. 
lington’s amendment as by no 
means fatal to the principle of tnc 
measure. If there was room to 
charge the duke of Wellington 
with moving the amendment from 
hostility to Mr. Canning, the pre- 
cipitate abandonment of the bill it- 
self, left equal room to accuse the 
ministers of seeking to throw upon 
the opposition the odium of de- 
feating a popular measure. Mr. 
Canning afterwards remarked, in 
relation to this subject, that he 
could ** conceive no degree rf fac 
tion more inexcusable, more 
blameable, or more wicked, timii 
that, by which a subject, touching 
the vital interests of the communi- 
ty, is made the means of political 
attack.” Of course, although Mr. 
Cunning probably intended to aim 
the remark against the duke of 
Wellington, still it was equally ap- 
plicable to himself; because im- 
putations of political dishonesty are 
as easy to make against on^ party, 
in a representative govemincnt, as 
the other. Mr. Canning deeply 
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■ tbit -the delcat, coupled as it was 
with the knowledge, that the king 
j rMiiied undiminished regard for 
the duke of Wellington, as a per- 
sonal friend^ and desired his return 
to the cabinet. * 

Wc sliair advert particularly to 
but one other measure of the ses- 
sion, and that is, the bill for the 
disfranchisuincnt of the borough of 
Penryn, which passed the com- 
mens by a large majority. This 
place belonged to the class of open 
. boroughs, as they arc called, such 
ao do not belong to any private indi- 
vidual, the latter being called close 
boroughs. A case of gross, inve- 
terate, and incurable bribcM'y and 
corruption, was clearly made out 
against the burgliers of Penryn. It 
was uilmirtcd, that many o(ii(;ropen 
boroughs were (Mpiaily corrupt, 
and had their price in the market. 
But the burghers of Penryn pursii- 
cd their trade of bribery with such 
shamidess indecency, such public 
•.profligacy, that purliuinent seemed 
to think it was necessary to punish 
them, by way of caution to the rest, « 
not to violate public dccoruih by 
such gross and open corruption. 
It is but just to put this construc- 
tion upon the conduct of parliament 
in this and the like cases ; because, 
if they heartily disapproved of the 
notorious system of corruption by 
which so many members wore re- 
turned, they would change the sys- 
tem itself, instead of resting con- 
tent with merely punishing the'of- 
fendcTs in those instances where 


the parties had not driven their 
bargain witli due circumspection. 

'i'lie session was now drawing to 
a close ; and during the last days 
of it, a bill to regulate the ware- 
bousing of corn, and another to 
provide the mode for taking the 
average price, which had origina- 
ted in the lower branch, passed 
the house of lords, and became 
laws. On the 2 d of .luly, the lord 
chancellor prorogued both houses 
of parliament, with a speech from 
the throne, in which assurances 
were* given, lliat the government 
designed a careful revision of 
the finanrial state of the country, 
with a view to every diminution of 
Expenditure which might be found 
consistent wiilr the necessary com- 
mauds »of tiic public service, and 
with the perinanent interests, good 
faith, and honour of the nation. 
The speech further expressed a 
trust, that the consideration of the. 
corn laws might be resumed early 
in the ensuing session, and such 
an arrangement of this important 
•^piestion adopted, as should satisfy 
the reasonable wishes, and recon- 
cilc the substantial interests, of all 
’ classes in the kingdom. 

But a few days ai\cr (he close of • 
the session, viscount Dudley, and 
the )>lenipoteiitiaries of Russia and 
France, subscribed the treaty of 
l40tidon, of the CUh of July, for the 
' settlement of thfc alfuirs of Greece. 
Tllis jiwtly* celebrated convention 
has already produced the most im- 
portant conscqnonoos ; and its cl. 
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leets ;nr ii> yot but imperfectly dc- 
A'elojx; J. The consideration of it 

properly belongs to the chapter on 
G' recce, where a full account of it 
will be found. We need only re- 
mark here, that a singular ciirimi- 
stance connected wiih the treaty 
may have served to hasten the glo- 
rious events in the bay of Navari- 
110, which so soon ensued. We 
allude to thf' surrcptiiious and un- 
authorized publication ol' a part ol‘ 
the treaty, which is termed “An ad- 
ditional and secret article.” It is, 
in fact, of greater moment than the 
main body of the treaty itself; be- 
cause, while tlio latter only pro- 
vides that the three powcis shoidd 
jointly offer tlieir mediation to the 
Porte, the former stipulates for 
their interposing by force, t(» com- 
pel a cessation oi' hostilities in the 
Hediterraneari. It is very povsible, 
that the premature pidilicatioii of 
such a league*, may have hastened 
the occurrence of llic very cuntin- 
gencics against which it was in- 
fentred to guard. However this 
may be, the treaty was certainly 7^ 
most brilliant act for the short 
course of Mr. Canning’s adminis- 
Iration; and strikingly characteris- ’ 
tic of the independence and direct- 
ness his foreign policy. It gave 
a new impulse to the public affairs 
of Europe, in a mariner not unwor- 
thy of the bold politician, who 
boasted 'of England as the ar- * 
biter of liberal opinions in cither 
hemisphere ; and who, in a few 
>*'ars longer, seemed likedy to • 


make good the arrogant asscrlioii, 
if the recognition of the South 
American republics, the defenct^if 
tlic Portuguese constitution, &u 
the treaty for the settlement of 
Greece, uffbrd us adequate means 
of judging what might be the re- 
sult of beginnings e.oiiceived in the 
spirit ol‘ perfect liberality of senti- 
ment. 

Hut all the high expectations cn- 

teilaincd concerning the splendid 
career of Mr. (.'amiing were destin- 
ed to be disappointed, by his sudden 
and most deeply lamented death. 
Early in August, the [iiiblic mind 
was deeply agitated by rinnoiirs of 
his dangerous sickness ; and on the 
8th, he breathed his last, after an 
illness us \iolcnt and painful, as it 
was fatal in its rapid course. Por 
several vears [last, he had lioeu af- 
ilicted w ith maladi’cs indicative of a 
iliscased stale of the alimentary ca- 
nal ; a cmiditiun of the system, pe- 
culiarly liable to be aggravated by 
severe labour of mind, aceoRipa- 
ni«-d with great and conliiiued^- 
, citenieiit. Ilis constitution was se- 
rioiirflv iinpaircfl by these causes, 
when he was made prime minister ; 
and under the harassing cares and 
anxieties to which he had since 
been subject, Ins ailments went on 
continually increasing, until they 
terminated in severe inffnmmution 
of the intest and consequent 
death, in the TiTth year of liis age. 
The cause of his. lust illness, was 
a o'lld caught in returning from at- 
tending the king at Windsor, on 
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tilt* IJOlh or July ; but ho fell a vic- 
tim, undoubtedly, to the excessive 
and corroding troubles nf his 
otHcc. Willi his ciiteebled const i- 
tutiori, disordered digestion, and 
ardent, exritable teiii]>erunu*nt, his 
frame coidd not btsir uj> against 
th(‘ burdens uVhis sitiialion, haras- 
sed by.lMisirif'ss nf llie higiiest and 
most disll'iiotin^ iKiUiri:. iii\o]v<.‘d in 
all the |M rjdexities of «ru\erninp, 
and loaded witli aii\iel\ to realize 
expectations, whirli ilillicuhies of 
every kind opposed. It is ea>y to 
e.onecive the profound anxiety of 
the whole eoiiiimmity, during the 
low «la\s preei'diiiir his decease, 
and the slioek of ^riid' which it oe- 
easioiied iiis nuniherless frieiuis uin! 
admirers, and we mi^iit ainio<^t say, 
llie whole llritish peopie, lie was 
taken sick and diiui ai ('iiiswiek, 
llie seat of the duke ol Devonshire; 
from wlieiice his body was removed 
to his late residenei* in Dawiiiii<i. 
streei, In remain then' until suita- 
ble j>reparations slmuld Imi made 
for his h'lrial. An iniineiise enii- 
course of the iiohilit\ and ntr/ 
attended his funeral on liieMthh of 
Auifust, and areomiuinied his re- 
mains to NVestiiiiiisli’r Ahbev *: 
wdien.’ he was interred amoni: the 
illustrious dead of Mn^land. . 

His life, and (he partieuhirs of 
his piditieal career, belong; to the 
d(4iartiiien1 of biography. Mis 
“rharaeter.us a politician, in onicf 
to be fairly (;st inured, should be 
viewed with reference to lliv fact, 
that be was enijdiaticaUy a Hritish 


minister, purely and exclusively 
British ; in his education, feelings, 
principles, temper, in every thing, 
indeed, wiiicb goes to constitute 
the peculiarities of a consummate 
statesman, in condemning some 
of Mr. Canning’s official w'htings, 
ill wbicii the language of the rhe- 
torieiiiii and man of wit occasional- 
ly broke ill, to loliuvc the luriliul 
stateliness of diploimitic composi- 
tion, Americans should be careful 
not to exiiibii too much sensitive- 
ness of feeling, lest tile censure be- 
stowed upon him sliouid be charg- 
ed to national prejudice. We 
freely admit, (hat all departures 
from the established style of diplo- 
•inaey, are exiremel\ hazardous 
and uiisafi', and seldom produce a 
sahuyiN elfeei ; and we think Mr. 
('aiiiimg ened, in permitting him. 
self to indulge a lone of ili-tigicd 
sarcasm, upon more than one oc- 
casioii, ill his correspomlence with 
luimsters of the I iiiled Stales. But 
this was a Idemisli in his character, 
which ougiii not to blind us'to 
inaiix liidpri'-tuiiineiit merits. Aine. 
rieaiis should ho slow to depre- 
ciaii'tho reputation of a statesman, 
wiio, in the maturity of his under- 
standing, and the zenith of his pow- 
or, was most assailed for his attach- 
meiii to lihcral instituimiis, and for 
acts III which (hat attachment was 
displayed, Mr.( 'aiming was the first 
li\ iiig orator uf' (i real Britain. Ho 
asik'vmedly attached to literature; 
and by means of his literary excel- 
leiice \vasorigiiiall> introduced into 
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public notice. His iiriiform and con- 
sistent support of the claims of the 
catholics, and the manly indepen* 
dent principles of his foreicn policy, 
suflicieiitly slum- that he had caught 
the spirit of the age, 'and dared to 
act in conformity witii its dictates. 

Immediately atler the death of 
Mr. Canning, lord (loderich re- 
ceived the appointment of first lord 
of the treasury, and the king^s an- 
thority to form a new cabinet, or 
rather to supply the vacancies oc- 
Casioned by the decease of the late 
premier. This circumstance prov- 
ed how much the measures of .\fr. 
Canning met the royal approba- 
tion, and formed a triumphant re- 
futation of all the calumnies which 
had been propagated, concerning 
ihe alleged utifavourablc terms on 
which he stood with his sovereign. 
Lor/i Goderich was generally cs- 
tceme«l as a sensible well informed 
statesman, of a moderate and con- 
ciliatory spiril ; hut as |)oss(!s.sed 
of neither the laletifs, nor the 
Tsrierg\\)fcharacter, which had dis. 
tingiiished his predecessor. »Soine 
time elapsed before all the arrange- 
ments of the new mil istry could 
be completed ; but it was under- 
stood to be the fixed desire of the 
king, not less than the earnest 
wish of his confideiitiul servants 
and advisers, to continue the policy 
of Afr. Canning unchanged, and to 
perfect thd [|fluns wfiich he had 
conceived and begun. 'Pending 
the private discussions attending 
the remodelling of the cabinet, the 


duke of Wellington was reappoint- 
ed to the command of the army, 
to the general satisfaction of tli^, 
nation. On the 4th of September, 
the ministry of lord Goderich was 
annoiiftccd, as being completed. 
As lord (joderich himself became 
first lord of the treasrary, the colo- 
nial department was conferred on 
Mr. liiiskisson, Mr. Grant being 
appointed president of the board of 
trade, and Mr. Hurries, chancellor 
of the oxchoipier ; and as these 
appointments were generally ac- 
ceptable, the public anticipated a 
period of calm and n.‘pnse, au- 
spicious to a vigorous administra- 
tion of national iitlairs. It appears, 
however, that a majority of the old 
cabinet entertained serious objec- 
tions to the introduction of Mr. 
(ferries among tliem ; and his 
instnitm nlulity in* proilucing a 
change ot administration at the 
close of the year, justifies their 
apprehensions. 

During the autimmnl months, 
public attention was wholly occu- 
•jKed with the interesting events 
occuring in (irccce ; and at home 
tlic ministers were tranquilly en- 
gaged in the discharge of (he or- 
dinary duties of government. No 
domestic incidents took place, 
which require to be narrated here ; 
and as the change in the cabinet 
did not happen until January, we 
flcfcr giving an account of thdt,* 
and of the causes ^vhich imme- 
diatcly produced it, aa belonging 
to the history of the ensuing year. 
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/’Va/itv;.— V7cu» of France concerning Spain and Portugai — Opening of 

ihff Clmmbers-^Monllosiefs petiim^Law concerning the press--- Din- 

sohithn of the National (iuard — Dcimte on the Rudgei — Hyde de Aeii- 
riUe — Censorship of the Press — Haubn'uirs Assault on Talleyrand — 
Burial of AL Manuel — Relations with Spanish Amerira — TVfir with 
Algiers — Dissolution o f the Chamber of Deputies — Elections un favour- 
able to the Ministry — Massacres of Aocember — Prosperity of France. 


Party disputes acquired a new 
direction among the people of 
FuA.NrE, upon the annouiiremoiit 
of the Portuguese having obtained 
a constitution under the guaranty 
of England. This event, the ultras 
regarded with a mixed feeling of 
alarm and astonishment. They 
jlcAfUinccd the Portuguese char- 
ter as a firebrand, which already 
filled the Peninsula with conimo 
tion, and might involve all Europe 
in the horrors or war. England had 
waged hostilities for twenty yearif, 
against the French revolutionists; 
would she now protect a like pnrty 
in Portugal ? She had protested, 
at the continental meetings, against 
interference in the internal affairs 
of'pther states ; would she now 
undertake herself lu set up a char- 
ter in the Peninsula I Such 'were 
the jj[uestions which agitated the 


'political circles on this occasion. 
It remained to see, wluit course 
the ministry would take, in case 
the disturbances in Portugal and 
Spain should, as appeared not .un- 
likely, betray the two latter na- 
tions into war. 

So sensitive was the state of the 
piihlic mind, amid ail the circum- 
stances of the times, that a Visit tO' 
. Paris, made by Mr. Canning at 
this period, was the subject of end- 
less speetdation. It was in vain 
for liiin to allege the desire of 
recreation or the pursuit of health, 
as a motive for his journey ; the 
world would not heliovc it was 
without some ulterior object of 
deeper importance. The inde- 
pendence of^ho Creeks, — that of 
Hie 'Kpanish American slates, — 
Spain herself, — and above all 
the Piutuguese ron*itiluiion,— all 
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thcsc were conjectured to be mat. 
ters of so much consequence, as to 
persuade Mr. Canning to make 
them the inducement of a |)ersunal 
interview with M. do Villeic, 

Such was the condition ot‘ pub- 
lie affairs, uniii the disorders on 
the Portuguese frontier in Xovein- 
her, and the consetpient proceed- 
ings of the 'English, became the 
prominent topics of discussion. 
Precisely in this emergency the 
French chambers assembled. 

Their session was opened, De- 
cember twelfth, by a speech from 
the king. The fact of the invasion 
of Portugal from Spain by the anti- 
constitutional party, drew particu- 
lar attention to two passages of the 
speech. In one, he said ; Dis- 
turbances have recently broken 
outfin a part of the Peninstila. I 
shall unite my, efforts with those 
of my allies, to put an end to them, 
and to prevent all their conse- 
quences.” These words were 
^thought to be an omen of peace. 
But a contrary inference w'us * 
drawn from the conclusion of 
the speech, in which ho said : 

“ France, industrious and tranquil, 
will acquire new greatness ; and 
her success in peace will not shed 
around her less lustre than w'oidd 
once more her warlike virtues, if 
honour should again obligr; her to 
display themi” 

Indeed, the speech scefnrurto be 
couched precisely in that arnliigu- 
ous language, in regard to the {.'real 


question of peace or war, wIhj^i 
might best correspond with Rie 
event. On the one hand, • the. 
French ininislry had given the En- 
glish assurunces of co-rpvration in 
striving to preserve ^pcace. The 
French minister at Madrid, M. de 
Mousticr, who had countenanced 
the evasive policy of the Spaniards, 
in respect to Portugal, was abrupt- 
ly recalled from Madrid, and hud 
now arrived at Paris. On tlic 
other hand, the .lesuits and their 
congregation, w'ere known to have 
strong sympathies with (he Spanish 
absoluti.sts, (beir brethren in opi- 
nions. If, in 18 *^ 11 , there w as sufli- 
cient justitication, in point of prin- 
ciple, for the Frencli invasion of 
Spain, there wa.«, in lS‘Jf), quite as 
much for attacking the Portuguese 
comstimtion M. de Villelc, in 
hud given the same assuran- 
ces of pejicc that were now pro- 
claimed ; but had been obliged to 
yield to the intrigues of the 'ytffrti 
parly. Wc simply state these 
’/bets, to put the reader in posstis- 
siuii of the political speculations, 
thrown out in anticipation of the 
oflicial acts of the French govern- 
ment. 

jfll siLspcrise, how'cver, was ter- 
minated by the Hub.seqiicnl pro- 
ceedings in liie chambers. Warm 
debates occurred on so much of 

t ^ » 

the answer to the king’s speech', as 
touched on the affuifs of Portugal. 
Mr. /tanning’s exposition of the 
policy of the British, was fih&rplv . 
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••nd justly criticised as boastful, 
a\id derogatory to the dignity of 
France. Uut the ministers proved 
Aeniselves firm friends alike to 
Franee^and, to Fiiropr, by mow. 
iiifft an<I ')^:nco)(sfully deit'/ulmir 
their co-operation with Kiighunl 
on thisspbject. .M. dc Damns, the 
minister of foreign affairs, stated 
in his place, December 29ti), tiiat, 
when the French army entered 
Spain in 182.3, the Fnglish demand- 
od and obtained from France, that 
no hostility should be committed 
with respect to Portugal, declaring 
their dotermiimtion to aid the latter, 
if attacked. When the Into trmi- 
bics broke out in Portugal, Fug- 
land made a similar declaration 
to Spain, which was communicated 
to all the great continental powers; 
and it was agreed that Spain and 
Portugal should each be required 
to observe the strictest neutrality 
in whatever concerned the other's 
affairs. In accordance, he coiili- 
nuedi’ with this common consent, 
all the powers had unceasingly 
urged upon the Spanish cahinot not 
to furnish Portugal with any cause 
of complaint. France herself had 
not been backward in testifying 
her extreme displeasure at the con- 
tempt of her counsels which the 
Spanish government exhibited ; 
and had, therefore, withdrawn her 
miniqtpr from Madrid. And the 
French cabinet were fully determi- 
ned to advise their king to lo«ve 



stic persisted in .subjectiug Portu< 
gal to the necessity of assuming 
a hostile attitude. 

Such wcie lilt, views entertained 
b\ fhe of rnincCf at 

i!i ‘ i! .• '.car 1628. 

\Uer all oi' their de- 

signs finis puhiicly and deliberateh 
made, then; eoiilti l.e no doubt of 
tlieirsinceiily, urn! liiily apprehen. 
sioHof their being l.'iri'd iiUo war. 
coir raw (!) their ei.ga;rcruenls. In 
fact, it afi.' n\ aids appeared, that 
Franffe and Jlnglaiid entered into 
arrangcnuuits. the ol.jcct of which 
wastolenvt! the nh.-olutisl.^* ami the 
constltutioiiali.'ts of the Peninsula 
to their o\mi fate, without ihc pro- 
sencuof a I'rmeh iirniy in Spain, 
or an Ipiglisih one in hiriiigal, for 
the protection of e»llicr party. 
France forinuilv rci'oguiscd the 
regency and cnii'ti.uiional govern- 
iiicnl of Po5 lugal : Fngland had 

done the absolute goverumem of 
Spain. Prcvioii.s to tin* iiuusion, 
headed by Silveira. the hVeiicl/in- 
t 4 *ndod to withdraw iluir troops 
from Spain in April. 1627 ; but 
that ii)vnsioi>, .ami llie disturbed 
• stale of the cnliro PeniuMiia, occa- 
sioricd a delay of the measure, 
until nrtnal liosiililies between 
Spain and Portugal were termi- 
nated, liy means of the, interven- 
lUb of (i real Britain. 

. WiiluHit prof«v?sing, or jiftempi* 
ing ki rpcotiiif miniifcly %I! the pro- 
ceedings *of the French chanibcrp, 
wo shall hrieflv refer to such bp 

n 
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are most generally interesting. 
Among the earliest were the de- 
bates in the chamber of peers, on 
the subject of M. de Montlosier’s 
petition, that the laws against the 
Jesuits should be put in execution. 
Count Portalis was reporter on the 
subject ; and in anticipation of the 
business, all the ecclesiastical peers 
in Paris were present. 'Fhe report 
concluded by proposing to refer 
.the petition to the president of the 
council. This disposition of the 
matter was opposed, with great 
vehemence, by the Jesuits and ttieir 
friends. Cardinal dc la Tarre, the 
duke de FitzJanies, and viscount 
d’Ambray, spoke against the propo^ 
sition ; while the duke dc Choi- 
seui, viscount Laine, and ,M. dc 
Barante supported it. The debate 
was concluded by the bishop of 
Hermopolis on the one side, and 
baron Pasquidr on the other. M. 
Vrayssinous entered into an elaho- 
rate vindication of the Jesuits, and 
urgl^d the chamber to rr^ect the 
proposition ofibred by the reporter 
of the commission, by passing to 
the order of the day, and tlius tes- 
tifying their disapprobation of M. 
de Montlosier’s petition, which he 
characterized as an unjust and 
violent attack upon the ministers 
of the national rrdigion. Baron 
Fasquier answered the arguineias 
of the tniriisler of ecclesiastical, 
affairs antfpublic instruction, wjth 
great perspicuity and force; and 
after he had spoken, the fiuestien . 


being taken, on the motion to pass 
to tile order of the day, and tbui/. 
reject the report, was negatived, by 
a majority of 113 to 75; and so 
muchfof the petition as relhted to 
the Jesuits in France, Jias there- 
upon reterred to the president of 
the council. 

Bui a popular triumph of far 
greater conseciucncc was the re- 
sult of the discussions concerning 
the liberty of the press, which 
have so long agitated the French 
politicians. These discussions 
arose upon the project of a law re- 
lative (o the police of the press, 
presented in the chamber of depu- 
ties on the ^29th of December, 
lb2t}, by the keeper of the seals. 
It prohibited the publication of any 
printed composition not periodical, 
of twenty sheets' or under, until 
five days after it hud been deposit- 
ed for inspection ; and until after 
ten days, if it consisted of more 
than twenty sheets. No journal 
or periodical publication was to be 
^ issued, without a previous declara- 
tion ef the names of the proprie- 
tors, their residence, and of some 
authorized printing office in which 
it was to he printed ; nor w'ithout 
previous security being given on 
the part of the proprietors, to con- 
form to the laws. l*hc project 
further provided a scale of pecu- 
niary penalties for the various 
forms, in wliicli tho taws on the 
subject might bo violated. ‘ In the 
passage of the project througli the 
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chamber ol‘ dcpuiics, il vncoiintcr^ 
•\ed more strcng^tli on the part of 
thi opposition than the ministry' 
expected, and not less zeal, 
but was^qally adopted by a vote 
of 233 t^l34 ;t— a vote which the 
Constitutioniic| declared would 
‘vicover France with mourning. The 
public relied, however, upon the 
independence and firmness of the 
chamber of peers, to arrest the pro. 
gress of a law, which subjugated 
the press under pretence of regu. 
lating it ; and they were nut dis. 
appointed. Finding a niujority of 
that body likely to be opposed to 
them, the ministry determined to 
withdraw the project, which was 
done by a royal ordinance, dated 
April 17th. I’aris was tilled with 
rejoicings at this victory of liberal 
opinions, llluiiiinatioiis, firc.works, 
and various signs of satisfaction, 
testified the triumph of the opposi. 
tion. Among other acts of rejoi- 
cing, the students of the schoids 
of law and medicine paradtui the 
streets with flags, uttering shouts 
of Vive Ic Roi,” until tlies were 
dispersed by a troop of the gen 
d^armeric. 

This event was followed by de- 
monstrations of the pofiulur feel- 
ing among the iiatioiiul guards* of 
Paris, which led to (he dislmiid- 
ment of that fine corps of troops. 
It coMisted of about •ld,(KK) men, , 
of whom' tlOUO wore cavalry, coin* 
plctely armed a*nd eipiipped at their 
own expense,* being chiefly young 


'men between the ages of eighteen 
and twenty.five. 'J'liis superb mi- 
litia was reviewed by the king, on 
Sunday the 21Hh of April, in the 
Charnp-dc-Mars ; and until near 
the close of the day, every thing 
went on to the king's satisfaction. 
Finally, about lo.OOO or 18,000 of 
the national guard assembled, and 
proceeded to the dhump-de-Mars. 
In. order that they might not have 
the opportunity of joining unani- 
inously in any particular cry, the)’ 
were kept in a single column, 
thrt.‘e deep, and were placed pre- 
ciscl\ in the middle of the great 
circus formed by the Clmmp-de- 
Alars. One extremity of the co- 
lumn was near the military school, 
and the other extended towards the 
hanks of the Seine. Means were 
taken to prevent the public from 
occupying the Cliamp-dc-Mars, 
and the spectators were compelled 
to remain on the slope which boi^- 
ders it. In conseipicncc of this 
arrangement, the national g*iards 
were kept from having much com- 
iniinicatioii with each other, and 
they could scarcely hear the pco- 
pic, or the people them. But at 
length cries of hatred to the minis- 
try began to be raised among the 
populace, who felt excited and cn- 
couraged by the triumph of the 
liberal party over the law respect- 
ing the pulico of the press. Tiie 
finally passed to liic national 
guard. •Tlircc or four legions ut- 
tered it repeatedly ; 
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iliosp, w Ik>, 111 I ho presence of the 
king, hail given utterance only to 
dcclarnatiofiws of loyalty, pronoun- 
ced loud expressions oi‘ blame 
against tlu chief minister, M. <ic 
Villele, us tlicy passed near his 
hotel. In coiiseipn.nco of these 
outrages, .ho nhnisiiy «-anii? \o tlie 
bold resolution of disbiiiuiing uie 
guards, in piin..sliMie.*ii of lueir in- 
3 uboruii:atiuti aiid (ii‘|>arturo irorn 
the rules of stiicf nmiiurv iwMi- 
pline. 'iht.ir di<.<oluii«.n \\a'< 
wamiiy oppo-vn l.y tlic ci..Le O} 

Douiiiai' .hn; : Lii; (i.iiud hv 
the inajorit} nf ihe nui.isu i^, and 
received the kiiig^ a|.provul. 'i he 
duke lie iJoudeuu'.ilio arijuired 
great popularity l.\ liis ojipusition 
to the measure ; and ins snhse. 
quent resignulion of his place in 
the departincm of tiie rouil house- 
hold. The publication of the ordi- 
nance for tlieir (hshandnnmt pro- 
duced the mo:-i violent e.vcitcment 
in Paris, and added strength to the 
already powerful parly, wliieh op- 
posed the ministry. 

This subject v.as referred to in- 
cidentally in a dehafe.in ihcrham- 
her of drjuities a lew dais nfer- 
wards, wiien some words drop] e l 
by M. de Villele, furnislied new 
fuel to the flame of opposition. In 
the course of the rli..irn.s.sionh upon 
the budget of* liS28, M. Lafifte 
took ocQasion to st/y tliere was no , 
evidence that the ininistcrH woyld 
not want any supplem» ntdry loans, 
when they could insult citizens. 


who lor forty years had borne arms 
for the maintenance of order. 
Hereupon, a voice called upon 
Lafitte to impeach the minister?, 
lie daciared his readiness to obey 
the call, if four othifr deputies 
wniiid come forward, and join him 
in .signing ami prosMttiiig the ar^ 
of im[)eachmont. ISenjamiii Con- 
sinilt, ('usimir Periicr, and two 
other deputies, immediately spoke, 
and expres-icd their williiigiioss to 
ooiic \\i!.'i diiin iu tlo; aet. How- 
ever, no measure was ti’Ivcn upon 
iticse decla rations, wliieli seent to 
liavc been mere, expressions ol' 
zeui, elicited in the lical of debate ; 
and Lalitto proceedi'd with bis ar- 
<:um( ri! upon the budget. When 
he hud conehided, M. de Villele 
ro.se, and, in reference to the threat 
of impeachment; said, he would 
have deserved impeachment if he 
had not counselled the measure of 
disbanding the national guard. 
This declu ration occasioned vio- 
lent agitation ; bnt after silence 
was restored, M. de Villele repeat- 
ed, ti»t he should have feared im- 
peachinent, if he had not advised 
tlie measure ; but .should never 
dread impeachment for a measure 
in ccssary for tlie public interest, 
and the safety of the country, 
which was not to be suffered to re- 
lapse into anarchy through want of 
firmiie.SH in the advisers of the 
crown ; and therefore he consider- 
ed {he act as a ground for praise, 
rather than censure.' This decla- 



rttiuii of (iiu niiiiislcr was con- 
^dcrcd highly jmpoi4unt, as being 
an*adinis.sion of individual res[>oii. 
•“ibillty for flu; measure ; because 
M. dc^illcle claimed it as lyi ho* 
nour, tlmtNie h^d advised an ordi- 
nance, whicli was un{)(t|)ulur und 
SQidioiis, however necessary it mi;: hi 
have been deemed. 

Early in the session, srimcctuii- 
plaint was made of the lanliuess of 
the ministry in bringing tbruard 
the budget of the no.iij 'I'his do- 
cument was at leni'th prc-icnied to 
tlie chamber oi dt'pii.'ics, on the 
11th of February. No new lax 
was [imposed as an ad>li ion to the 
burdens of the mttion, imr was any 
alleviation of the puhlie burdens 
proposed, in cons(!(|uence of u di- 
minished expenditure. A Her giving 
reasons why the state of the fumn- 
ces had not been earlier laid lie- 
fore the chamber, the minister, M. 
de Villelc, proceeded to enumerate 
the. items of the iiicomc ami expen- 
diture for last year, and followed 
up his statement with tiic estimates 
for the ensuing one. Tljc ex- 
penditure of ltS25, which hnd been 
estimated in the Inst budget, at. 
981,5(10,533 francs, had been de- 
finitively settled at 085,805.510 
francs. 'I'lic suppli(‘s for lF(*.10 
amounted to 983.940,350 francs. 
The excess of income over this 
axpenditye, was 5,110,305. In, 
stating this fact, the ministers 
took occasion 'to congratulate the 
ehim|)er, thaPt after having, in the 


♦'oursc of the last year, supported 
the expense of the occupation of 
Spain, distributed 3,(K)0,000 of 
francs in bounties to tlic ftshcries, 
given 10,000,000 francs more for 
encouraging inanulacturcs by 
bounties on expoitaiion, and paid 
9,'>;0(h000 lor a» rears of services, 
or for iinforM^eij cliargjjs, the go- 
verinn. lU still found more ihuu 
5 ,(|U;»,IUjO <if unappropriated sur- 
plus in the treasury, to commence 
ilio wa>s and means of lllC Current 
\etr. 

During the discussions upon the 
rurci<;u budget of Lv28, M. Hyde 
de Neiiville, formerly French mi- 
pisier in lie I’nited States, and af- 
terwards in Portugal, made some 
remaiks, which proved so olfen- 
si VC to the ministers, that they im- 
mediately struck his name from 
the roll of ambassadors, en Ju- 
ponibili/e. He alleged, what was 
undeniably true, that .\I. de Mous*- 
tier, the French ambassador at 
Madrid, in the summer of 
stood charged with being one of 
the causes of the Spanish inva- 
sion of IVi^’iugal, by his conni- 
vance in the plans of the absolu- 
tists, and his neglect to enforce 
the paeilic wishes of France. He 
accused M. de Mousticr of act- 
ing contrary to his instructions, 
anlcss he possessed two sets of 
iiistniciioiis. M. dc Mousticr had 
tl^iU day taken his seirt as a depu- 
ty ; nntl M. Hyde de Ncuville 
called upon him directly for expia. 
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nation of what had passed in the 
peninsula. Neither M. dc Mous- 
tier, nor the ministers, however, 
ventured any reply to this bold ap- 
peal, the latter coutentin^ them- 
selves with showing their resent- 
ment, in the manner we have indi- 
cated. 

The dissolution of the national 
guard, and the act of ministerial 
revenge against M. Jlvdc de Ncu- 
ville, were sufficiently unpopular 
measures; but they were trifles 
compared with the rigorous, cen- 
sorship of the press establishe'd by 
royal ordinance of June 24th, le- 
velled at the liberal journals, which 
occasioned the ministry so mucli 
annoyance. This ordinance pro- 
vided that there should be at Paris, 
under the department of the inte- 
rior, an office charged with the 
first examination of all journals and 
periodical wrkings, to be composed 
of six censors, appointed at the re- 
commendation of the secretary of 
Stan for that department ; and that 
no number of a journal or pcriodicaj 
writing should be published without 
the visCi or ins[icction«of the cen- 
sors. Similar [irovisions were made 
for the departments ; the whole to 
be under the direction of a council 
of superintendence, to whom re- 
ports must be made by the censors 
at stated intervals. This decre*.: 
was in ita operation^ fatal to the in- 
dependence and spirit of the periy- 
dicial press ; and if the active ge- 
nius of the French had not devised 


other means of popular discussion, 
would have silenced political in- 
quiry most effectually. At first, 
the censors were prodigal of tlinii 
professions of moderation .tuid im- 
partiality; but they did not, and 
perhaps could not, conform to their 
professions so far as to satisfy tlo' 
journalists. The opposition jour- 
nals began by sending political ar- 
ticles, in which strength of reason- 
ing was combined with moderation 
of language, and all things person- 
ally offensive to the ministry, were 
carefully avoided. These articles, 
however, were suppressed ; but co- 
pies were preserved by the authors, 
to be produced to the chambers, if 
the ministers should undertake to 
eulogize the liberality and modera- 
tion of the censors. AAor this, they 
thought it idle Uf submit any more 
political articles for approval ; but, 
in obedience to the suggestion of 
Chateaubriand, filled their columns 
with mere news and insigriificaiit 
paragraphs, in order to deprive the 
ministers of all ground to urguc for 
the cciritinuancc of the censorship, 
from the licentiousness of the press, 
.or the refractory disposition of its 
conductors. Sometimes the jour- 
nals exhibited a very expressive 
commentary on the new censor- 
ship, by leaving whole columns of 
blank, in the place of articles cx- 
,punged by the bureau. ,A11 these 
circumstances tended to create a 
strong current of public opinion 
against the ministry. The activity 



FRANCE. 


\>)' the liberal party, precluded from 
^ free expression of Opinion in the 
ordinary method, displayed the 
■mor6zeal in other means of attack, 
and 4hus prepared the way ^for a 
change orad rni n i st ration . 

Meanwhile, some events occiir- 
'••med, which, although not of a na- 
ture to 'relate to the government 
directly, yet produced much feel- 
ing among the people, and there- 
fore deserve to he mentioned. One 
of these was, a frantic assault upon 
M. dc Talleyrand, made by the inar- 
(piis dc Maubreuil, in revenge of an 
old injury, whether real or pretended 
only, does not appear, Maubreuil 
met the prince on a }M)blic occa- 
‘ sioii, and struck him a violent blow 
on the face, by which he was felled 
to the ground, receiving a severe 
contusion on the hack of tiie head, 
by means of tiic fall. Maubreuil 
immediately announced his name, 

' and surrendered himself to justice. 
He disclaimed any design to iiiilict 
imdily injury on tlie grand cham- 
berlain, only professing a desire 
publicly to insult him before tlnf 
whole court, lie stated, us the 
reason for the assault, that on the 
first restoration, M. di; Talleyrand 
employed him to assassinate Napo- 
leon, and to recover the crmvii 
jewels from the wife of Jerome Bo- 
naparte. As he only succeeded in 
performing the h;ss criminal part 
of his'lSOniimission, by waylaying 
and robbing thn queOn of Westpha- 
lia, his employer refused to* give 


m 

lam the promised reward, as he said; 
and when he began to complain of 
this treatment, his complaints were 
answered by six months close con- 
finement in a prison. On his trial, the 
ctmrt a)>peared to pay liulu regard 
to this story; thinking probably, 
that a rnniun, who, by his own ac- 
count, was a mercenary robber and 
assassin, was not entitled to much 
credit as a witness in Ids own case ; 
and accordingly sentenced him to 
a fine of 5t)0 francs, to imprison- • 
incut fur the space of five years, 
and* security for his future good 
b(?haviour. 

We need not detain our readers 
by any account of the ceremonies 
of holy Thursday, when the king 
washed the feel of young chil- 
dern r6prc.seniing the aposdes : or 
of Assumplion day, wlientlio court 
walked in prucessiun in cunipiiantc 
with a vow ol Loiys XllI; or of 
other public observances, by which 
('harles X. testified hi.s respect for 
the usages of the church. ^Wc 
pass to the more interesting scene 
T>f the obsequies of M. Manuel, 
formerly depniv for La Vendee, 
and a celebrated leader of the li- 
beral party. Manuel died on Mon- 
day the ‘JOth of August, in the. 
house of his friend M. Latitte, at 
Muisoiis. On the day of Manners 
death, M. Lafilte wiote to the 
prefet?t of police, desiring authority 
to remove his reinaini^to his house 
ill Rha tics Martyrs in Paris. 
Various diflicultics were made on 
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this point, which M. Lafitto soon sisted upon carrying it upon their/ 
discovered to arise from unwilling, shoulders. Hereupon the gen/ 
ness on the part ot the govern, darmcs, who were stationed along 
ment, to witness demonstrations of the road to preserve order, iiifer- 
pojuilar n?spect for the deceased, posed, drew iheir sahres,^. and 
like those exhibifed on occasion of thrciiteued to stop the procession if 
the burial of general Foy. Per- the people did not desist from their 
ceivingthis, M. Lafittc proposed, attempt. At length, a compromise 
that the eorfege should proceed was effected, whidi prevented 
directly to the cemetery of Pcrc la bloodshed. The coffin was re- 
Chaise, by die way of the outer stored to its place, and the traces 
bulwarks ; which was eagerly as. of the horses being loosened from 
seated to by the prefect, who, in the hearse, the crowd proceeded 
giving permission for the removal to draw it themselves. The fiinc. 
of the body, prescribed the time ral car, drawn slowly, but without 
and manner, in which the funeral confusion, passed on thus until it 
ceremonies should be performed, reached the barrier of Menilmon. 
—requiring, among other things,^ tarit. Two immense columns, of 
Uiat the coffin should bo carried^ more than 20,000 men, lined the 
in a hearse, and not on the shoul. high road, between which the car 
ders of the people. ' advanced, preceded by the car- 

Early on the morning of Friday, riages of >1. J,atitte and general 
the* funeral procession moved from Lafuyctlc ; and an almost equal 
Maisons ; and towards noon arrived number of citizens tilled the space 
aX the gates of Route, where the on the outside of these columns, 
carriages of a great number of But upon entering the Boulevard 
Manuel’s friends waited for it. which joins the barrier of MeniJ. 

The procession advanced slowly moiitanl, two scpiudrons of mounted 
Ijy the outer bulwarks, increased* gendarmes were perceived drawn 
at every step by citizens of all ages up in order of battle across the 
and ranks, who came in crowds to road, and tlankcd by two compa- 
meet it, many of the houses and nics of gendarmes on foot, v ' o 
shops along the route being closed had with them another funeral car, 
as a mark of mourning. The drawn by four horses. The police! 
multitude had assembled in vast it seems, learning that the people 
numbers on the causeway without, were drawing the car therasoivca, 
the barrier ; and when the pro- determined, with puerile jealousy! 
cession penetrated into this crowd, and a weak spirit of interrtieddfiiig, 
the people surrounded ‘ilaj * car! as unprovoked as it was injtidi! 
riage, liAcd out the coffin, and in. cious^to interfere, and transfer the 
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'V>rtiih to a now hearse, so a.s to 
pKvent the muititiido* from thus 
manifesting their respect for the 
ipmatHs of Afanuci. 

jfLjirst, every thing tlireat<;ned 
a Collision helwnen the truo|)s, :uk1 
the uuanned multitude, whose cti- 
.Aj^siasrn and indignation rendered 
them rcehiess ol‘ danger. The 
people resolutely refused to perrrat 
the transfer of the coffin ; and tlie 
count de St. (rennnin, who com- 
manded the gendarmerie, ^lersistecl 
in requiring it. Finally, M, La- 
fitte succeeded in making an ar- 
rangement, which placed the police 
in a light supremely ludicrous, and 
added a sense of ridicule to the 
feelings of indignation with which 
their officious interference w'as re- 
garded. It was agn^ed that two 
of tho horses should ho taken from 
tho new hearse, and imrncssed to 
the old one, and the troops siiould 
dxn give way to the procession, 
the people still continuing to draw 
the car to which the horses liad been 
loosely fastened, so as to wear the 
a|)pcarance of being drawn by the 
latter ; and all this with tlic know- 
ledge and by the consent of the 
police, who seemed glad to be re- 
lieved, by (he help of this unworthy 
quibble, from the responsibility of* 
attacking the citizens. AAer this 
the funeral proceeded, without fur- 
ther molestation, to the burial 
ground oi i^/o* la Chaise, where a 
grave had boon prepared for Ma- 
nuel, near^ that of his late friend 


add compatriot general Foy. 
Tiirongs of spectators covered the 
cemetery, which resembled a crowd- 
ed amphitficatre ; and when the 
body was de))oiiit(!d in the ground, 
general Lafuyeite delivered a 
touching and appropriate address 
to the surrounding multitude, who 
then peaceably dispersed, satisfied 
with having bestowed the last to- 
kens. of respect on the memory of 
the best and boldest defenders of 
popular rights. 

During this year, the govern- 
ment Of France paid an unwilling 
tribute to the principles of liberty, 
by entering into commercial rela- 
tions with the new states of Spanish 
America, and thus recognising 
their actual independence. This 
result is attributable to the firmness 
of Mexico and Colombia, in refusing^ 
to aecede to any of the half-way 
measures, by which the French 
sought to obtain all the advantages 
of trade with the patriots, without 
doing any act oflensivo to SpairfT 
Finding such a course impractica- 
filo, M. dc Villelc bent to the ne- 
cessity of the cg.se, and despatched 
tbc proper and regular consular do- 
cuments to the French private 
agents in Mexico and Soutli Arne- 
rica; consenting, at tho same time, 
to accredit publicly such agents as 
the new republics might see tit to 
appoint to reside iq Franco. . 

E|rly in the summer, hostilities 
broke out between France and the 
dey of Algiers, in consequence of a 

n 
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controvcitiv between )iim and th'c 
ronsul, rc^pecli^g a debt duo the 
Algerinea lor corn purchased on 
account of the rrench govcrninent 
in 1793, beside some oilier causes 
of dilFerencu. 'flic Algerines liav- 
iiig proceeded to capiure some 
French mcrchuntiuen, u H|uu(h‘ori 
V!is despatched to blockade AU 
giers, and Jo cruise in ilie neigh- 
bourhood of the straits, for tlie juir- 
, pose of protcciing the Frcncli com- 
iiicrcc, and reducing ilic Algerines 
to submi.«sion. Some collision.s oe- 
curred between the Meets of tlie 
re.«peclive goveninicnts ; and tho 
dispute occasioned %erv .‘^ciious 
iiiconvenienco to the inerclmnls, 
by compelling them to submit to 
the o.\pcn.so and delays of convoy. 
France oMered to negotiate with 
Jhc dey, and riiade alt rcasonuhle 
oflers to obtain peace ; but flio dev 
jcjected thCin with contempt, alle- 
ging, that he had been unjustly 
treated in regard to the blockade ; 
ttiat he was insulted by the cousu. 
lar agent, who had, as yet, given 
him no satisfaction; and that he 
was able to curry on the war with 
France, of which he profe.sse4 
to entertain no fears. The con- 
troversy remained unsettled at the 
end of the year. 

Our readers will have inferred 
from tho facts already mentioned, 
(hat (he populanty of M. de Vjl. 
lele and^iis cabinet ^as daily ^dimi- 
nishing, and the libcraf party gain, 
ing ground in the capital of Francp, 


as well as in the departments. Ap- 
prehending tiic continued increasj 
of this popular spirit, the ministry 
came to the resolution of dissolving 
the chamber of dc[)utics, .-tliree 
years in auticiputiun of 'tlie time 
lor which the iiieinbers were chosen, 
and of proceeding to a new elec- 
tion imnicdiaiely. The reason of 
tlK.s measure is said to have been, 
the up|)rehciision of the ministers, 
lest, if tlie election was allowed to 
take place at the expiration of the 
regular period of tlircc years, the 
po;>uIar party would have g;^ed 
additional strength, and would be 
able to return a greater number ol‘ 
up[}Qsition members than the cham- 
ber now contained. They did not 
dream tiiat already the popular par- 
ty w ere so numerous, that an elec- 
tion at the present time would aug- 
merit the number of their members 
in the ebumber. Of course, they 
calculated upon the effect of tho 
election now, as securing to them, 
tin; presf nt majority in the cham- 
ber for the space of seven years to 
coyic, the period for which the de- 
puties in the French chamber arc 
elected. Had they been correct 
in their calculation, they would 
thus have retained their actual us- 
cendancy in tlie chamber for seven 
years, instead of three, which re- 
mained as the term of service of 
the old deputies. A majority of the 
chamber of peers be)Ugd|>po8ed,or 
but coolly attaebud to the ministers, 
it was proposed, cotemppraneouslv 



, With the election oi' new dcputief3,to 
augment the hereclftary branch of 
the legislature by the creation of a 
hundred now peers. In addition to 
tltis/« project was under cop|>idcra* 
tton forcalling.allthc French bish. 
ops,eightyin number, uptothc chain* 
hber 0 ^ peers, and allowing them to 
vote by proxy, in imitaiion oftlie con- 
stitution of the Englisli house of 
lords. By such means, the inini<. 
tcrial and anti.libcral party expect- 
cd to obtain a iierinaricnt majority 
jin the chamber of peers, 

•In execution of ji part of tiiii 
plan, an ordinance was published 
the 0th of November, dissolving 
the cliiimher of dcjuiiies, ar.«l 
convoking the electoral collci£(}s 
throughout the kingdom ; llio<(; of 
the (trrofifiiminnUs to nuK t on tiu] 
l?th of NoveinluM’, and iIiosj- ofihe 
dcpartMientSj partly on tiu: J7ll;, 
and partly on the ‘iltli, for the 
election of new depul ios. Anotlier 
or,diiiancc named the towns in 
which the colleges should assem- 
bic, the presidents and vice pre>i- 
clents, and the iiuinber of /ieputies 
to be elected. A third ordinance 
contained the nominal ion of seven- 
ty.six new peers ; and a fourth re- 
Yoked tlie ordinance of .lime *iltii, 
which established the censor'^hip 
of the press. It being the intention 
to revive the eensorship so soon as ' 
the . jjj^tions terminated, it wps 
supposm the journals wouhl protil 
by their SUort term of liherly, to at- 
iiirl/ the govenimenl with rrdo't. 


'bled acrimony ; in which case their 
language would probably furnish the 
partisans of the ministers in the two 
chambers with arguments in favour 
of a law for restraining the licen- 
tiousness of the press, lobe propos. 
cd at the next session. 

Preparations were now' busily 
made on all hands, for the ap- 
proaching elections; and in the re- 
sult the p(>pular party were as 
much elated by their unexpected 
triiiiu}ili, as the ministers were enu- 
foupded by their total defeat. In 
Paris, the number of jiersons wlio 
gave in their voles, amounted to 
of whom only 1,114, or one 

, seventh part, supported the minis, 
leri.il randitlalcs. The rest voted 
lor :MM. Dupont de TEure, L i 
fit!*' t'asimir Periior, BenjJiinin 
(Joii.-.;anl, lb* Sehoiieu, T*'rnuu\, 
P r Collan!. and baron Louis. 
'I’l.i : signal Isiuinpb of the liberal 
parly filled tliem with cxiiilaliwii 
and their opponents with dismay. 
Anticipating lium w bat ijad,>hike!i 
l»lace in Pans, the ro-fult of the 
elections in the dt'partments, (ho 
ministers began to repent of tlieii 
appeal to ibe nation, and to ex- 
claim that tile ilood gates ofdt'iuo. 
crucy were again opened. It soon 
was ascertained, that the eioeloral 
colleges of Versailles, of (’or.i- 
piegiie, of Pontoiso, of ( oibeil. bad 
all returned opposition candidate*^ 
and that in Kouen, Havre. t>rlcans, 
Kvrcttx, Chailre'^. Amiens, Jr*i. 
Uuentin. Ileauvais. IV. 
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ronne, and Troyes, the provisional 
bureaux had been changed ; a sure 
indication, that the return of de- 
puties would be anti.niinisteriul. 
Thus, wherever public opinion 
could be concentrated easily, and 
openly expressed, and tlie influ- 
ence of the government safely re- 
sisted, as in the capital and popu- 
lous towns, the constitutional party 
were generally successful. If they 
failed in the rural districts, or in 
the greater colleges, the victory of 
the ministers was owing rather to 
the dexterity of their prefects in 
managing the electoral urn, than 
to the popularity of their measures, 
or the influence of their characters. 
And the tone of the liberal jour- 
nals now became so haughty and 
menacing, in consequence ol the 
success of their friends, that unless 
the journals were effectually silen- 
ced by a censorship, there could be 
no doubt of a change of ministers. 

The elections aflbrded a striking 
indicc^ion of the state of public 
opinion, not only in respect to the 
numbers returned who were against 
the ministers, but also in^ the cha- 
racter of the deputies nominated. 
Several of the liberal candidates, 
who were violently opposed at the 
lost election, were returned on this 
occasion by triumphant majorities, 
such as M. Lafittc and M. Dupont. 
Among the rest, it is remarkable, 
that M. Ro’yv-Collurd was cho- 
sen for six different place's. • His 
<-h;»racter, and the political influ- 


ence w'hich ho has acquired, give 
a peculiar colburing to the progres- 
sive and important change of pub- 
lic sentiment in France. Ue'has 
none pf the common clement of 
popularity to account fsr his pre- 
eminence in reputation among the 
people. Foy was a soldier of note ; 
IVJaniicI a demagoguo ; La Fay- 
ette .tlic ancient friend of Wash- 
ington, and the hero of other days ; 
but Royer Col lard could boast none 
of these attiactivc <|ualities. No- 
thing but the growth of masculine 
meditation among Freiichmcii, 
could have led them to select hint 
as the favourite defender of popu- 
lar rights, at such a crisis. The 
repeated election of this high- 
minded individual, the ancient pre- 
sident of the royh) council of the 
university, currjed with it the con- 
demnation of the faction of the 
Jesuits. La Fayette's election 
was an act of reparation for tho 
ministerial persecution of the tia- 
tional guard. Tiic election of M. 
de fjchnneii, a man of great energ}', 
'aiid a ^counsellor of the Cmr 
Uoyalf was a tribute of respect 
pqid to the manly firmness of the 
magistracy, in resisting the minis- 
terial prosecutions. Finnin-Didot, 
the delebrated printer, l)ertin-De. 
raux, proprietor of the Journal des 
«Deiiats, and Ktieiino, one of the 
principal proprietors and editors of 
^tiie Constituliorinel, might !>o con* 
sidered as elected ouf'lA*' regard 
for the spirit and talent of the .)bur. 
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jaliBt8,and in vindication of the 
freedom of the press. In fine, the 
whole current of public opinion set 
decidedly against the ministers, 
an J effectcchthe return of a majori. 
ty of deputi^ SRIvcrse to the prin- 
ciples of their* administration, — 
ilms settling the question as to M. 
de Villele’s remaining at the head 
of the government. As the new 
chamber did not assemble, nor a 
change in the ministry actually 
take place, until the beginning of 
the year 1828, the considcraliou of 
the subject does not full within our 
present limits. 

When the result of the election 
in Paris and other principal towns 
was known, the people testified 
their joy by ilhiminati.ons, and other 
rejoicings, in the course of which 
incidents occurred, wliich gave the 
opposition papers room to charge 
the ministry with exciting riot and 
tumult, in imitation of lord Castlc- 
rcagh*s alarm policy, so as to af- 
ford pretext for adopting strong 
coercive measures, to repress the 
confidence of the popular pafty ; 
and the facts give much colour to 
the accusation of employing mis- 
creants to stir up insurrection, in 
order to have the satisfaction of< 
quelling it, and then misrepresent- 
ing the spirit of tho people. At an 
early hour in the evening of Mon- 
day, November 20, small groups 
of boys parared down rtic rue St. 
Martin, ruc/St. Denis, and rue Si*. 
Honore, luid where fin? bouses 


were not illuminated, cried out for 
lamps, and threw a few stones, but 
not so as to occasion any serious 
damage. Detachments of gen- 
darmes asseinblod, and might easi- 
ly have arrested the rioters ; but, 
instead of this, they wreaked their 
vengeance on the unarmed specta- 
tors, most of whom were drawn to 
the rue St. Denis by mere curiosi- 
ty. Wlien it became known to the 
multitude that the soldiery were 
coming, they took away the scaf- 
foldirg of a house under repair, 
and hastily formed a barrier for 
their protection ; but their attitude 
was not menacing ; and when a 
suAden order was given for the 
troops to attack them on all sides, 
not the Idast resistance was offered, 
ami the defenceless men, and even 
women, collected in the narrow* 
street, were exposed to the fire of 
the infantry. Eight persons were 
killed on this night ; and the num- 
ber of the wounded was very cov<^ 
siderublc. On Wednesday even- 
ing ^ like scene occurred, attended 
with much greater bloodshed. Un- 
deterred by the lamentable inci- 
(fents of Monday, the mob again 
assembled, and the troops kept up 
a regular fire upon the people, 
until nearly fiAy persons were kill- 
cd, qnd a large number wounded, 
under circumstances wbicii bore 
every appearance of pretivditaled 
aud wantdn* butchery. No otlicr 
disturbaiico occurred allor lliis 
trcmcndoiis lesson. Indceil, for i» 
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^vcek, tbe Boulevards, and many 
parts of the city, were lined with 
troops, and cannon were placed on 
the bridges, as if Paris was under- 
going a siege. All this, it may 
be well supposed, greatly augment- 
cd the exasperation of the people, 
already sufficiently hostile to the 
existing ministry. 

Amid all the little troubles and 
disputes, which, as we have seen, 
agitated France, the country had 
continued to go on rapidly recover- 
ing from the calamities and dtrpres- 
sion occasioned by the wars of the 
revolution. From un article in the 
Moniteur, which, however much 
disposed to represent things in a 
light favourable to the nation and 
the ministry, states facts and 
%ures in a manner co.isistent only 
with truth, wc abstract, a comfKira- 
tive statement of the sUVe of things 
in 1810 and 1820. In 1810 the 
population of France ainouiited to 
^,000,000 ; in 1820, it exceed- 
ed 32. In 1816, her agriculture 
was at the last gasp, de^tituto of 
hands and capital,; in 1820, it 
supported a population greater by ji 
tenth; it doubled its produce of wine, 
and had more horses by 400,000, 
more oxen and cows by .‘InOjOtM) 
and more sheep by 5,0(M),000. In 
1810, she manufiictured less /Jtaii 
100,000,000 of kilogrammf^s of 
cast iron ; in 1820, more tharHOO. 
In 1816, her manufactories con- 
’iiimed 12,01)0,000 of kilogram ines 


of cotton wool; in 1826, 32,000,0OG« 
In 1816, she imported 400,000 
kilogrammes of silk ; in 18^6, it 
was double. In 1816, the wool 
manufactured was 46,000,000 of 
kilogrammes ; in 1826, 48. In 
1816, the sugar refined in France, 
was 21,000,000 of kilogiarnmcs ; 
in, 1826, 27,000,000. In 1810, 
her commerce at liome and abroad 
was feeble and confined ; in 1820, 
all the fj3rcign markets received 
her goods, and the home market 
was enlarged. In 1820, the fo. 
reign trade of Franco employed 
8tl3.5 vessels, 000,391 tons, and 
01 ,970 men. From 1 8 1 0 to 1 820, 
the direct taxes were reduced 

72.000. 000, and the iudiroet 
aniouTiled to 180. In 1810 she 
was overwhelmed with frightful en- 
gage? ment*? ; in 1820, all the ex- 
penses of the occupalioti and ar- 
rears had been paid off three; 
years ; the first three fifths of 

30.000. 000 of rents, created to 
indemnify the proprietors dispos- 
.^cssed by the revolution, w'ere is. 
•sued w'itliout having aflectcd tin; 
price of stocks. 

The revenue of France is large 
and increasing, us w'ili he .seen by 
•the following comparative state- 
ment of the produce of the revenue 
for I lie first nine months of 1820, 
with the produce ijf the revenue 
realized during ih'y .same nine 
months fof 182rn.. 
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From direct taxes. 

Woods and ) SalCiof wood, 

Ibrosts. \ Accessories, 

Stamp duties, 

l^evciiuc and sale of domains, 

Cust()hi^ navigation dues, die. 

Indirect taxes"# licvied attrie pans on the coa.- 
oil suit. ^ In the interior, 

On liquors, 

Various iiidireel taxes, slagc coaches, dto. 
Sale of tobacco, 


‘^.^>, 950,000 

i;W,‘)00,tU)0 

1,S‘)7,0U0 

3.'i,;jtia,00() 

70,8Nli,000 

lt»,l)*27,t)U0 


1825. 

22.690.000 

4.032.000 

128.759.000 
2,344,300 

70.828.000 

36.973.000 

4.791.000 

77.709.000 

16.470.000 

49.7.58.000 


Sale of powder, 

Post office, f) per cent, on -endiny^ nioney, 
Mails and packets. 

l/iltery, ^ * 

Miscellaneous, 


i>,()titi,000 2,877,000 

19.106.000 19,192,000 

1.212.000 1,253,000 
s, 33.5,000 12,697,000 

1.877.000 3,551,000 


f.170, JSl.OOO 453,929,300 
or $91,100,000 90,800,000 
A compaiis«)]i of the two jears .shows a decrea.se of 0,.578,000f. and 
an increase of 19,63S,000f. making a dill^rence in favour of the pre- 
sent year, of 1 8,060,001 If. 

8ho had the finest finances in human industry, exercised uilder 
Knropc ; and her condition internal- favourable circuniistanccs, and in 
ly was more generally prosperous a country where it enjoys adequate 
than that of any of the European protection from foreign ronipeli. 
mUioiis, Sucl> are the elfects of tors. 




l UAPTKR XVI. 

Porluffal. — Stale of Partiex — Chawx — Vicips of Spain — Preparationti -in 
Spain for iimding Ponu(ra1--^i\egotiatms at Madrid— Rising of the* 

Disafferled — Snsim of the <*orfrx — Inmishn of Portugal hy Chares — 

, Military Oiierations — English Troops — Hattie of Corucltes — Last effort 
- of the Hebei s — Pet. lings of the Portuguese towards the British — Cortes 
prorogued — Mr ding at Elras — Portugal in May — Changes of Minis- 
fry — State of Parties in Augtisl^Returii of Don Miguel determined— 
Preparations then for. 


lti:si;.MiN« the history of the Pn. 
ninsuhi where we loll it the last 
year, wc proceed, without any 
prefatory remarks, to <lescrihe 
the orfraiiizalion, progress and con- 
clusion of tiic Spanish invasion of 
PoKTro\L, and tor the sake of 
regularity and succinctness we 
shall complete liic account of the 
latter kingdom before giving that ^ 
of Spain. , 

Notwithstanding the apparent 
Cordiality with which don Pedro’s • 
coiwiitutinn was received in Lis- 
bon and other parts of the king- 
dom, elements of disaHcction ex- 
isted, which soon began to em- 
barrass the movements of the re- 
gency. There was a servile par- , 
ty, consisting of many priests, a 
few noblos)' some of the lyili- ' 
fary officers, who felt irrecon- 


cilably hostile to the introduction or 
spread, of liberal principles in what- 
ever shajie, I’hrough the want of 
any better point of union, rather 
than from admiration of the 
character of the ir/dividual, this 
parly rallied around the name of 
the absent don Miguel. They-* 
were secretly assisted by the queen 
dowager, who, although subject to 
a kind of honourable confinement 
at Queluz, was unceasing in her 
efforts to disturb tlio new orders 
of things. The man^uis of Chaves, 
better known in Europe as count 
Amarante, was an aid of lord Wel- 
lington’s during the peninsular 
whr. Being a particular friend ot 
don Miguel’s, |iiid greatly in fa- 
vour wjth t{ie queen nfothcr, and 
also posshssed of great possessions 
in ilic northern part of the king. 

13 
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dom, he attained the credit, if cro. 
dit it may be called, of heading 
the party which sighed for the res- 
toration of unqualified desjiofisra. 
In 1823 he led thc anti-constitu- 
tionalists of Tras-os-Moiiies, iind 
lucceedcd in overcuming the cor- 
tcs. His success at that time may 
have been considered as prognos- 
ticating his .fortune in the present 
case ; and may thus have imf)arted 
boldness to himself, and confidence 
in him to his followers. His most 
distinguished associates were the 
viscount Caaellas, and generals 
Montealcgro and Magessi, cfTicers 
of some reputation in the army. 
They counted upon seducing tlio 
soldiery to join their cause, and 
upon being warmly supported by 
the priesthood, the lower classes 
oLwhom were not and could not in 
the nature of things bo friendly to 

the new consfitution, which tended 

• 

to circumscribe their influence and 
'diminish their importance. Work- 
ing with such instruments, and 
cloaking their purpose under t)ie 
specious name of religion, Chaves 
and his coadjutors manfully pre- 
pared to proclaim don Miguel, and 
to raise the standard of opposition 
against the regency. 

But the conspirators well knew 
they could accomplish nothing of 
themselves, and without the aid of 
some other goverrmont. All the • 
great European powers^ Gr^at Dri- 
taio, France, Russia, Prussia, and 
Austria, had expressly recogni/.ed 


the new regency, and thus lent theu’ 
sanction to the cunslitulion. No- 
thing was to be expected, therefore, 
from the disapj»robHtioii of the. 
leading powers of Europe. Bdt 
Spain, altliough slio-'jtuod alone 
opjioscd to the constitutional go- 
vernment of Poriiigal, and aitliongii 
she was degraded by the mischie- 
vous policy of the ruling party to 
the lowest degree of imbecility and 
wretchedness,— Spain alone refus- 
ed to allow the neighbouring king- 
dom and its legitimate princes to 
pursue their own measures of in- 
ternal government. She persisted 
in regarding the political changes 
which Portugal had uiidcrgono as 
a pernicious example of misrule, 
threatening the most fatal conse- 
quences to herself; and not con- 
tent with suppressing constitutional 
forms at home, Ferdinand seemed 
to feel it necessary lo his safety to 
prevent their existence in Portugal, 
lie forgot that the constitution, be- 
ing a free grant from don Pedro, 
the lawiul hereditary sovereign of 
the kingdom, not extorted from 
him by fear, nor imposed upon him 
by rebellious subjects, or disaflect- 
cd soldiery, was wholly utioxcep- 
tiouable even according to the sla- 
vish maxims of the parties to tho 
holy alliance. Disregarding alike 
the rights of Portugal as an allied 
nation, and the plainest dictates of 
prudence, Spain resolvod to op- 
pose, and if possible sMbvert the 
regency und the constitution. 
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Conscious, however, that an im- 
mediate open declaration of war 
would be didicult to justifv-, and 
^jnoreover that the condition of the 
Sbunti^ would not w.irrant the 
mea.siii^;'tJin ^ovcrimieiit of Spain 
sought (0 attain that, by secret in. 
trigucs and covert means, which 
they durst not attempt in any other 
more honourable way. Instead, 
therefore, of organizing a Spanish 
army, as such, for the invasion of 
Portugal, they began by supjjlying 
resources to Chaves, Canelias, and 
4h»ir fellow conspirators- So car. 
ly as July, 182ti, the inacljinations 
of Chaves and his udhorents had 
occasioned desertions from the 
Porfugue.se army. They appeared 
in diflorcnt places along tltc fron- 
tier, instigating the troops and peo- 
ple to rebellion, assembling the 
disaffected in baiid.«i, and marching 
them into Spain, to receive the 
protection and countenance of tlie 
local authorities there, and await a 
convenient time to return in hostile 
array. Chaves and Monlealegre 
were cngagiMl in this bnsinc.ss in 
tho north ; and in the south Ma- 
gessi was arranging at Uadajos ■ 
the deserters belonging to (he pro. 
vince of Alentcjo. 

All these opcriitions were car- 
ried on openly and tranquilly in 
tho 8pani.sh territory, under the 
eye, and with the sanction of the 
local authorities, with ss much re- 
gularity SG if Spain had formally 
declared war against Portugal. 


AVith singular inconsistency, these 
seditious factionarics, whose pre- 
tended object was the defence of 
the altar and the throne, proposed to 
make the most violent alterations 
in (he succession to the crown. On 
tho 31 Ft of July, they proclaimed 
don Miguel king, .nnd the queen 
mother regent during his absence, 
altliougli Pedro and each of his 
children had prior claims ; and 
failing Miguel, they bestowed 
their allegiance on the princess of 
Bi'irq, and her son, although by 
the Portuguese laws, her marriage 
rendered her incapable of the suc- 
cession. 

, The contiguity of Spain and Por. 
tugal, and the nature of their pa.^1 
relations, had given occasion to 
treaties, which, if executed faith- 
fully, would lia\c provided fully 
and precisely for the present con- 
tingency. Kach couijtry was bound 
to disarm all deserters from thd 
other ; and, if required, to deliv^ 
up the deserters themselves, in- 
stead of performing these engage- 
mcnts,thc mililarv and civil gover. 
tiers of Spam along the frontiers, 
cordially received the Portuguese 
rebels as allies, and supplied them 
with arms, ammunition, provisions, 
and other necessaries, in the same 
manner as if they had actually 
been Spaniards. Reiterated ap- 
plications wcrema<lo lo com- 
imindcni in the frontier !owns, and 
border' fortresses, urging the en- 
forcement of the existing treaties : 
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but witlioiii producing the slightest 
eflbcl. Thereupon Gomez, the 
Portuguese minister in Madrid, was 
directed to represent the abuse 
to the Spanish govemmejjt, to 
demand the ap|trt>iK.nsioM nt* the 
deserters, and the std/ure of 
their arms for the purpo'^u >f re- 
storing them to Ptiitugal ; and the 
removal and, puiii'^hiiieiit of the lo- 
cal authorities, under wliose eye 

the infractions of tri’atv hud takeji 

• 

place, and n.'ceived u kind of pub- 
lic sanction. To add, however, to 
the embarrassments of the regen- 
cy, it soon appeared that Cioinez 
himself was devoted to the cause 
of the insurgents ; and the duty oC 
maintaining the interest of Portugal 
at the Spanish court thus d(^volvod 
upon Mr. Lamb, the English am- 
bassador, by whom tliey were ahly 
sustained. But all his remonstrances 
were met with the usual course of 
paltering evasion, w hich dislinguish- 
<td the conduct of the Spanish mi- 
ni^ry throughout tlie present ufluir. 
Longa, B. Juan, and the other 
commanders on the frontiers, were 
protected in their conduct ; the re- 
fugecR continued to he cordially re- 
ceived ; and the e(|uipiiient of in- 
fantry and cavalry was carried on 
in Gallicia, Valladolid, and Sala- 
loanca, with redoubled diligence. 

No change taking place in const:, 
quonce of Mr. Laiqh’s rernonstran. 
ces,the mafquLs of Villa Beal was^e- 
•patched to Madrid ns pleiiipotentia. 
ry in place of Uomez. Hut with sin. 


gular infatuation, the Spaniards not 
only refused to acknowledge the 
Portuguese regency, hut also refu- 
sed to recoijuise tl»e ollicial charac- . 
ter of V Jihi Beal. Alrlh'ii"!; sueft 
conduct wrjuld ijnvv hecii ni'iij.le jus- 
lilicatioii ofa dcclaidiion of war on 
the part of the rcgei»r;» , \el the lat- 
ter couiiiiiif il lo hope, that the al- 
teriiative (»f actu:il iiiisiiiilies might 
he averied. \ ilia Keal, therefore, 
was uuri'initlin!:; in his endeavours 
to impress upon tiie Spantsh minis. 
tr\, how' iiujii.<t il wa< to persist in 
siiiferiiig, if not encouraging. Hie 
.suburdinuto agents of the goveni- 
incnt lo coiimiit the most barefueed 
infringements of the rights of a 
neighbouring and an allied 1010011. 
All that he obtained, was new as. 
suranccs from Mr. ►Salmon, of the 
innocence of the Spanish govern- 
ment, as falbciuiLs, and as futile us 
those which had been given before; 
assuraiiees, which, in the circum- 
stances of the case, were little bet- 
ter than an insult upon Portugal. 

Mean time, the great body of the 
nutioq was comparatively tranquil. 
Disutli.'Ciion to the constitution and 
regency setMiied to l)e confmed to 
the inihtury, and to the small 
town.s on the frontier. Lislion and 
Oporto were decidediy favourable 
to the new (»rder of things ; and 
the military of the iiitf^rior betrayed 
no symptoms of uneasiness. A 
cotispiracy, which had made somn 
progres.s among a few companies 
in Lisbon, was soon detected, and 
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easily suppressed. The regency 
took suitable prccdutions to pre- 
vent the recurrence of such at- 
tempts. In Septemher, a decree 
Was issued for fMiuishing aij tup. 
lives trornflie kingdom with these, 
questration of their property, ac- 
conling to lh(3 'provisions of luw, in 
order fo deter others from iniifaling 
their example. And tiiiis muJters 
continued until the heginning of 
October, when the duke of Ahnin. 
tes landed at Tavira jii Algano. 

He induced a regiment of chas. 
ssurs to join him, and marching 
eastward to the town of Villa 
Real, he compelled tiie inluddtants 
to proclaim Don Miguel. But no 
pah of the populatiiiii joined the 
insurgents, nor were’ thc> aided hy 
the rest of the military in tite pm. 
vince. Of course, th(‘y were obli* 
ged to tlce on the approach of ge- 
neral Saldanlia, the mitiisler oftite 
department of war, and took re- 
fuge in iSpaiii. The same fortime 
attended a rising contemporaneous, 
ly made by CMiaves, in 'Iras-os- 
Montes. At this lime, tlmrefoie* 
not a single spot in Portugal \uis 
occupied by the insurgents; ami 
if Spain hud conducted wilii can. 
dour and ingenuousness, tiu' tran- 
quillity of the whole country wduid 
have been instantly and porma- 
neiitly secured. 

An extraordinary session of the 
Cortes of Portugal, was appointed 
by the executive to lake tduce on 
the 30th of October, in conse- 


quence of the unpromising aspect 
of aflairs. New taxes had become 
necessary, to meet the increased 
expenditure (K( asionud l)y the re- 
hellion. Add to (his the circum- 
stance, that, il' lln! rebels eonti- 
mied to he uplioiiien by Spain, it 
might ho auvi>ahlo fo invoke the 
aidoftiri'at Britain; and in this 
event a \oiu ol‘ tlie euilc-i would 
be iiere.'Sars to uutliuri/e tlie in- 
troduetion of foreign troops into 
the kingdom. Tiie speecli of tht 
infapta liegmit, tleli^ercd upon the 
opoiiing of the elKimliers, was mo- 
derate, conciliaiiirV; niui jvulleious- 
Iv ei>nr«*ivi'd iitui e v[>rossiMl. She 

artfullv represeutcil the new f:ou- 

• * 

stitiition Hs suhstiinlially reviving 
the ancif III cortrs ol' Lamego, ami 
other liberal in'idiufions of the 
early ages of tlie monarehy. Site 
rerommmided the legislature * to 
bestow their eailies^alteuiioii upon 
measures calculated to maiiitam 
the puhlie tranquillity, and 
siubiliiN to the political s\slein(>’- 
tablislied l)\ the consfitiiifun. In 
iHluding to the I roiildes with Spain, 

slm wh«»llv ah>iaiued fnmi the use 

• • 

of irrita ing rclleelious upon the 
unworth\ doulde dealuigof that na- 
tion, couicntiug lier.Mdf wiih a de- 
chled exnres;.i«)U of tlie pacific 
feelings of the Poriugm sc goverii- 
iiieni towards the ^^|)alu^h. 

'Jo supply the deticicucy in 
the budget of flic yeart the iiiinis- 
Icr of tinance was authorized to 
procure a loan of vtHWl coiitos ot' 
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reis; it being considered inex- 
pedient, in the present unsettled 
state of public atTairs, to have re- 
course to additional taxation. — 
Another important measure was, 
to fix the eatablishiiietits of the 
different members of ihc royal 
family ; a duty imposed upon the 
cortes by the ciiarter. 'fhey made 
liberal allowances to tlie infanta 
regent, the queen mother, the 
young queen herself, and tlie rest 
oT the royal family, in addition to 
their permanent income from other 
sources, and the palaces, and 
other property in their pusses- 
sion. 

Notwithstanding the ill success 
of their last attempt, the deserters 
were diligently preparing for ano- 
ther invasion, stimulated and sup. 
ported therein by the government 
of Spain, which still continued to 
pursue the same amtdguous and 
uhmanly policy, of professed neu- 
♦jglity, but covert hostility. Canel- 
las himself, instead of being order, 
cd out of Spain as Mr. Salmon had 
promised, openly directed the ope*, 
rations of the rebels. , Their plan 
was to enter Portugal in two divi- 
sions, at the opposite parts of the 
kingdom. Magessi with one di- 
vision was to invade Alentejo, 
while Chaves with the other cn- 
tered Tras-os-Montes ; and thcnco 
proceeding towards Coimbra, both 
divisions wele to unite in this placp 
and inarch upon the caphat in a 
body. Plrcvious to putting their 


designs into otTecI, they took a 
solemn oath at La Serna, the 11th 
of November, with much religious 
ceremony, to maintain the claims 
of don .Miguel and oftliq princes/ 
of Bcira, under whose names they 
pretended to act. These solem- 
nities immediately preceded the 
actual invasion. On the 22d of 
Nov' 2 mbcr, a body of the rebels, 
commanded by the marquis of 
Chaves and viscount Montealegro 
entered Tras-os-Montes in the di- 
rcction of Bragunza. They con- 
sisted of 800 regular infantry aiMl • 
200 cavalry, beside a large party 
of Spanish and Portuguese gueril- 
las. General Claudino, the com- 
mander of the province, not having 
troops enough to protect Braganza, 
inimediiitcly retired upon the town 
of Chaves, tq await reinforcements. 
Colonel Valdez, who held the Bra- 
ganza with 500 troops of the re- 
gency, was accordingly beaten by 
superior numbers, and alter main- 
taining the citadel a few days, 
foun<l himself under the necessity 
of surrendering by capitulation. 
At the same time, Magessi enter- 
ing Aleiiicjo with his division, took 
possession of Villa Viciusa with- 
out opposition. 

Notwithstanding the publicity of 
the preparations made by the re- 
bels in Spain, and the notoriety of 
the intended invasion, it came upon 
the regency in the nature of a aur- 
prise.^ The frontiers had not been 
streniphened by any additional do- 
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iences or troops ; nor had any 
systematic plan of resistance been 
devised. So completely disorga. 
nized was the regular army, that 
it became^ necessary to rely upon 
the militia, for siieli aid as it might 
be able to aflbrd. Indeed, when 
intelligence of the invasion reach- 
ed Lisbon, the regency felt itself 
in so forlorn a condition, thut in- 
stant application to Great Britain 
for her assistance seemed to be 
the only certain resource against 
utter dissolution of the government. 
‘IHie regency justly considered the 
conduct of Spain tantamount to a 
declaration of war, and under this 
idea immediately notified the count 
of Casa Flores, the Spanish minis- 
ter, that his diplomatic functions 
wore suspended. Instructions were 
also despatched to Villa Real, or- 
dering his departure from Madrid, 
if Spain did not formally recognise 
the regency forthwith. Volunteer 
corps were hastily raised for the 
defence of the country, all classes 
of persons in and about the capital 
exhibiting the greatest alacrity in 
arming to repel the invaders. The 
students of Coimbra having peti > 
tioned for permission to arm, were 
organized into a regiment. The 
chamber of peers in a body, offered 
to march against the rebels ; and 
many of them actually hastened 
to the theatre of hostilities as vo-. 
lunteers. General officers were 
appointed to the command pfthd 
troops on the frontiers, the marquis 


of Angija in the province of Entre 
Douro y Minho, and the marquis of 
Villa Flor in that of Alentejo. In 
short, whilst invoking the aid of 
England, the cortes and the people 
adopted all the means of defence 
against the rebels, which the in- 
ternal resources of the nation af- 
forded. 

Meanwhile, ere the expected 
succour from Great Britain had time 
to arrive in Portugal, the move- 
ments of the rebels had coiitiuned 
witlK some vicissitudes of fortune 
on cither side, until at length they 
sustained a decided check. Chaves 
proceeded from Braganza towards 
4he Douro, plundering the towns 
and ravaging the countr)' in his 
line of march, and thus advancing 
by the 1st of December, as far as 
Mirandclla. It was uncertain for 
a while what course the rebels 
would next pursue. *» Great appre- 
hensions were entertained in Opor- 
to, lest that place should be the fij 
great object of attack. As the 
estates and family influence of 
(Shaves were immense in the nor- 
thern part of the kingdom, disaflec- 
tion spread them with great rapi- 
dity, and exaggerated accounts of 
the rebel force became current in 
Oporto. Many of the wealthy 
merchants, especially the English, 
tinticipating that the city, if cap- 
tured, would Ji)o consigned to pil- 
lage, embarked their dtfects, to be 
in readiness to sail on the ap- 
proach of Chaves. But general 
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Stubbs, who was governor of 
Oporto, and the marquis of Angija, 
the new commander in the pro. 
vince of Minho, made such judi. 
cious arrangements for defence, as 
to ward otf the anticipated blow, — 
chiefly by establishing a strong line 
of posts along the river Tanicgo, 
a branch of the Douro, separating 
Tras-os-Montes from Entre Douro 
y Minho. 

Other objects, indeed, now al. 
lured the rebels elsewhere, what, 
ever might have been their 4 )rc. 
vious designs upon Oporto. The 
measures taken to strengthen the 
line of the Tainego, hud left the 
right bank of the Douro unguarded, 
and the way open to the province 
of Beiru. And in this province the 
marchioness of Chaves had been 
busily and successfully employed, 
in bringing over the ancient city of 
Lamego to thei cause of the rebels. 
Animated by her, and by the emis- 
of the absdutislsj the multi, 
tude assembled in the streets, 
shouting the name of don Miguel, 
and invited the insurgent army to 
march to the city. A^^^^i’dingly 
Chaves and Montealcgre having 
crossed the Douro, fixed their head 
quarters at Lamego, and early in 
December, established a junta of 
government in the name of Miguel 
Here they gained a considerable 
accession of numbers, by means of 
tho disaffection ot‘thc towns, and qf 
some militia in that quartot of the 
province. At one time their force 


was estimated at 10,000 men. 
They advanced, therefore, as far as 
Viseu, the regency having no ade. 
quote forces to withstand their 
progress; and waited hero until 
they should be joined by Afagcssi, 
according to the original plan of 
operations. 

Magessi, as wc have already 
seen, had easily made himself mas- 
ter of Villa Viciosa, and compelled 
or persuaded the garrison to unite 
with his followers. His army con. 
rained many {Spanish auxiliary 
troops, and he was promised a park - 
of artillery from Uadajos. Reckon- 
ing upon the expected disaflection 
in the province of Beiru, he hasten, 
cd his march northwards, in order 
to meet Chaves. But at Estremos 
he heard of the approach of the 
marquess of Villa Flor, who came 
up with his rear guard at Portale. 
gre, on the 10th of December. A 
slight skirmish ensued, in which 
Mogessi being worsted, immediate, 
ly took refuge in the Spanish terri* 
tory ; and after relieving his troops at 
Alcantara, raiiidly pursued his march 
northward, along the frontier, upon 
ihc Spanish side of the line, until 
he reached the vicinity of Upper 
Beira, when he repassed the line, 
anJ suddenly made his appearance 
at Almeida, not far from Guarda, 
which had already declared for the 
jnsurgents. Until this time. Villa 
Flor had lost sight of Magessi’s 
movomoiits ; but on learning where 
the latter now was, VillaFlor instant- 
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ty broke up iVoin Portalegre, and 
.crossing the Tagus, marched north, 
ward so promptly, as to reach 
.Guards by tho 23d of December. 
He defeated the rebels this 
point, and placed himseW in com. 
inunication with generals Claudiiio 
and Azeredo, the officers of the rc. 
goncy opposed to Chaves ; while 
at the same time, the two divismns 
of the rebels effected their intend- 
ed junction ; Chaves and Magessi 
occupying the northern* part of the 
province from Almeida to Yiseu ; 
Whilst Villa Ftor and Azeredo held 
the western and southern parts of 
Guards to Coimbra. 

Such was the position of the re. 
liels, concentrated in the provinco 
of Bcirn, but held in check by the 
forces of the regency, who, with 
their commanders, the nobility, and 
it was supposed, the great body of 
the people, remained faithful to the 
constitution, and prepared to main, 
tain it with their blood; when tho 
news of the arrival of the English 
troops completely bla.sted all the 
hopes of (he onti.constitutional par. 
ty. Intelligence of the tenor of the 
king of England’s message to par- . 
liament, and of Mr. Canning’s 
speech, reached Lisbon, December 
23d, and was received there with 
the livoliest demonstrations of gra- 
titude and enthusiasm. Mr. (’an. 
ning’s speech was translated, and , 
sought after by all clMses with ex. 
treine avidity. It operated lijie a* 
<*hann, dispelling at once, all the 


fears that prevailed, and animating 
all ranks with renewed hope and 
vigour. General admiration was 
excited by the promptitude with 
which actual succours arrived from 
England ; for when the regency 
were only exj eefing to hear the 
promise of aid, the British trans. 
ports had anchored in tho Tagus. 

It was considered by the inhabi. 
tents of Lisbon a happy omen, that 
the two fir^t regiments landed 
on Ciiristmiis day. By the 1st of 
.lunuary, 1827, all the vessels in 
which the British troops had been 
embarked, had arrived in safety ; 
the government of England having 
(exhibited a readiness of decision, 
and promptness of execution, upon 
this in)portant occasion, of which 
few, if an\, more striking exam, 
pics are found recorded iii liistoi^'. 

Happily, however, nothing oc- 
curred to render the* active inter- 
ference of the British troops neces* 
sary. Their presence in Lisbojji^.. 
enabled the government to des. 
patch an additional force against 
the invading rebels^ and to act with 
spirit and eiftcienry. Hitherto, the 
troops of tho regency hail confined 
themselves to defensive operations, 
aware that a defeat would exercise 
a fatal inHucnco over the feelings 
of the nation at largo ; and unwill. 
lAg to hazard everv' thing upon the 
issue of a single battle. But tho 
arjrival of the British •auxiliaries 
put an* eftd to all these prudential 
considerations. Claudino and Aze. 
41 
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redo entered Viseu, December 
28th, driving the insurgents before 
them, whilst Villa Flor came up 
from the environs of Guards ; and 
the united army of the constitution* 
alists brought the enemy to a stand 
at Coruches, where a decisive bat* 
tie was fought the 9th of January, 
in which the rebels were totally de. 
feated. Tl\c whole body of the 
insurgents dispersed and laid down 
their arms, except about 1000 men, 
who made good their retreat into 
Spain. Villa Flor pursued his ad. 
vantage, and aOcr clearing tiie en- 
tire province of Beira of the fugi. 
fives, he entered the province of 
Tras-os-Montes, and drove to the 
frontiers the few relics of the in. 
surgent army, which still remained 
upon the Douro. Contempora. 
neously with these successes, gc. 
iicrals Angija and Melio recover, 
cd the town Chaves, thus leaving 
6n1y Braganza in the power of the 
Rebels ; and the surrender of this 
place was soon announced. 

Although it was known that a 
small party of the rebels continued 
in the province of Tri]pi.os.Montes, 
yet it was universally supposed 
that they no lunger held military 
possession of any part of tlic king, 
dom. Of course, great consterna. 
tioD was occasioned by the news 
that they had re-appeared in force, 
and were threatening Oporto anew% 
It appearcFthcy entered the pro- 
vince in scattered parties, but in 
considerable numbers, and assem- 


bling near Chaves, attacked colonel 
Zagallo, who occupied an advati* 
ced post at the bridge of Mizareh 
la, and cither routed and dispersed 
all hia men, or persuaded them to 
desert their colours. Zagallo him- 
self fled to Oporto, accompanied 
only by an adjutant and two sol- 
diers, and quickly followed by the 
garrison and militia of Braga, who 
did not venture to wait the coming 
of the rebels. Urgent requisi- 
tions were immediately sent to Lis- 
bon for British troops to defend 
Oporto, hut the next intelligciTccr' 
tended to allay the public appro- 
hensions. The rebels had spread 
across the kingdom as far as Gui ■ 
maraens and Braga, and their ca- 
valry pickets had advanced to with- 
in a league of Oporto ; but the 
count of Villa Flor had, on hearing 
their approach, immediately moved 
down to cover the city, and had 
reinforced the garrison with two 
regiments sent down tho Douro in 
boats, — and Oporto was therefore 
considered perfectly safe. Villa 
•Flor sj>ccdily compelled the rebels 
to retreat from Guimaraens and 
, Braga, dofeatod them, and obliged 
them to fly in all directions. In- 
deed, this body had not been nu- 
merous, and could never have 
crossed the country in tho face of 
a superior army, had they not been 
favoured and protected by the 
peasantry. But all the remnants 
of the party being now insulated in 
a corner of Tras-os-Montes, and 



>ai’ioun<lc(l bj a powerful army, 
I’eady to be reinforced at any titnc 
by 5000 British troops, all the at. 
.tempts of the rebels aOerthis time, 
were mere expiring struggles, not 
deserving ^ detailed notice. As 
the l*ortiigiieso entered the Spanish 
territory, tlicy ‘were met and dis- 
armed, and the sick and wounded 
distributed in various places in, the 
interior ; Chaves and his uncle 
Silveira, it is said, being obliged 
to return into France. , 

In the accounts of the arrival 
oiLthe English urniy, as contain- 
od in the Englislt newspapers soon 

ailerwards, a highly coloured de- 
scription was given of the accla- 
mation of joy which greeted their 
landing in Lisbon. But the fact 
was precisely the reverse of this. 
Most of the troops remained at 
Lisbon the whole of .lanuary, no 
occasion for their services in the 
field having occurred during that 
space. When the rebels re-ap- 
pcared in the n<*ighhourhood of 
Oporto, in the beginnin.g of Fehrua- 
ry, as just relatcil, Sir William* 
('liuton issued orders for the 'whole 
army to reinle/vous at Coimbra, ^ 
on the ISih of Febniarv. He 
arrived there on the lUih, large de- 
tachments of the troops having 
preceded him ; — and except some 
unimportant movements, there the 
brigades remained stationary, as 
no hostile demonstration was at\cr- 
wards made by the diHaOected Por- 
tuguese. and the Spanish army of 


obvscnatioij, under general Sars- 
fieldjClTcctually preserved tranquil- 
lity on the frontier. By a conven- 
tion between (ireat Britain and 
Portugal, the latter stipulated to 
provide the necessary barracks, 
and quarters, and buildings for 
hos])itaIs, stores, and magazines, 
and the necessary rations of pro- 
visions, for tlic oiiiccrs, soldiers, 
horses, and cattle of flic auxiliary 
ariin, according to the regula- 
tions of the British service; in con-' 
.sideratiou of which Great Britain 
engaged not to bring forward any 
pecuniary claims against the For. 
tiigiiese, for the assistance alTord- 
cd them against Chaves and the 
Spaniards. These terms were suf- 
ficiently favourable to Portugal : 
ami hut for the particular circum- 
stances of the case, the Fortugucso 
would have received the siicccflir 
with proper soniimciqs of gratitude 
and good will. But, unforluiiaicly. 
the Ihirtuguesc very generally re- 
garded the British army as beidf' 
sent, not to repel invasion, but to 
uphold the constitutional cause. 
However unlucky this may have 
been, it was perfectly natural, and 
produced a manifest coldness ol’ 
feeling among the better class of 
the Portuguese, and of antipathy 
among the lower orders, towards 
the British troops, which could not 
but attract the attention of every 
unprejudiced observer. • 

If the hrrivnl of the British 
army had been generally arcepia- 
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ble to the people, the occasion of 
tiieir landing would have been pe- 
euliariy likely to call forth emo- 
tions of pleasure and exultation. 
But the utmost which ran with 
truth be said of tlicir reception on 
landing is, that thc\ met with no 
insult. Among the crowd of spec- 
tators who witnessed it, there were, 
doubtless, many warm constiiutioii- 
alists, who Veit anxious to give 
them a gracious reception ; and 
rtierc wore many Portuguese, who, 
onriclicd hyprotitable contracts du- 
ring tlie Peninsular war, anticipa- 
ted, with much satisfaction, the 
renewal of their old advantages for 
pecuniary gain. But ail the ef- 
forts of these persons, added to thi! 
numerous English residents in 
Lisbon, did not succeed in produ- 
cing the ordinary tokens of hearty 
wdcoinc. TiiC mass of the popu- 
lation remaiiir;d silent and imlille- 
rent ; and the appearance of some 
of the finest military corps in Eu- 
i%pc, failed to cull forth any of the 
expressions of admiration, so com- 
rnonly produced by the spectao’.e 
of a body of brilliant, and well ap- 
pointed troops. The Britisli ofii- 
cers were billeted on tliosc house- 
holders in Lisbon, who were sup. 
posed to be best able to afford them 
hospitality ; but, instead of being 
received with enthusiasm as deli- 
verers, a majority of them were re- 
fused adntjttunee on presenting 
their billets. Afterwai\Js, wirieus 
other indications of want of cor- 


diality between the citizens and 
the British troops, were observed. 
At their parades, scarce any emo- 
tion, other than a dull curiosity, 
could ho witnessed in the specta- 
tor. Several of the soidiers wrere 
stabbed in obscure streets by low 
Portuguese, whose expertness in 
the use of the kiiile, is too iioto- 
rion^. And the gentry did not 
show any such disposition to unite 
with the British oilicers at public 
ball rooms,, and other places of 
aniusemeiit, us they must have 
done, if they had been unimuteii 
with sentiments of gratitude and 
attachment towards their allies, 
and a desire to give them an ade- 
quate welcome. These, and ‘vn- 
rious other little circumstances, 
bespoke the feelings of the people 
on tiie subject, in a iiiuuncr not to 
be mistaken. 

In order to understand the rea- 
son of this, it is to be consitlcrcd 
that, ere the last detachment of the 
auxiliary army had arrived, the oc- 
casion, which originally called 
for their presence, had ceased to 
exist. The concessions made by 
the Spanish government deprived 
the war of the character of a fo- 
reign invasion, and Icfl it only that 
of u struggle between two parties, 
maintaining their opposite political 
opinions by arms. Mr. Canning 
had stated that he did not intend, 
by sending the troops, to give a 
prcpoiidcruncb to one party in Por- 
tugal over another ; vet such wn« 
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;irocif5«.‘iy tiic opcralion of ll»« mea- conlormablo to the liberal prin- 
snre. They went as the auxiliaries ciplcs contained in the constilu- 
(if the re^cMicy, which subsisted lion; and tlic ancient usages of 
only by the uppointriieiit and as the the kingdom remained untouched, 
organ of tlu^ coiisiitutional pjjrly ; iioiwilbslanding the constitutional 
and tlic'v wenlnoiniiially it is true to provisions, wbicb could be con- 
o]»pose Spain, but in fact to oppose sldered aa nothing better than a 
Cliaves and llic party averse to the dead letter, until their details were 
constitutiim. In fad, as later embodied in the municipal laws 
events liave clearly kIiowii, the of the land, 
presence of ilie ilrilish troops was in April, a mutiny broke out in 
tlie great means of supporting the • the fortress ol Elvas, a strong cas- 
autlioritv of the regoiiw ; and its tic on the frontiers, only a few' 
rcfont withdrawal bus been the Ica^ups (Hsiunt from Badajoz, 
of new revolutions. 'I’lie wliicli served to keep alive the 
monks and elergv, and the other anxiety of the government. On 
\iolent enemies «)f tb(! cmHtiluiioiu Sunday the 21)ib, four companies 
were indefuliguble iu tln ir tiforis of a regiment of t!ic line marched 
inllueuee tile |)t?n|do; unci they .mt of ihn racks, without their 
ili«l not address unwilling e:us. r.lVieers, and with colours flying, 
Of cuiirse a large portion of (ho follower) by a groat crowd of the 
r'oumuinity regarded (In' IJriiidi biwcr classes, sliouting “‘Don Mi- 
troops with rlisirusf and rlishke ; guel ;ind tlie Sdveiras forever." 
and a minority rnilN looked upon -■l’ln>\ procoodL'd to *1110 quarters 
tlieir emning as a blessing to die rtf their eolonol, in hopes that lift 
.oimlrv. would join tlieni; hut being dis^ 

.Nolhliig of any eriii^r'tpi.Mir-e appointed in this, they marched 
look jdiiee in liish.m niiiil lito Dl-^t t«»wards die fori do Uraea, and 
of March, wlien tin* se ..-ion of the uifd were jmiicii by some eoinpa- 
rorh's v.a.s rdosed with the usual nies helongiyg lo oilier rogimems. 
formaiitir s. Tin- ]u-ers and dr;»u. , Tli.; olVuors roniained faithful to 
ties !is,-,r'inhle«l in lln- .\ jud.i j.-d- er- ilimr duty ; ami it was expected 
to he prorogiierl ; ami the princess tiie iiiu-iiiecrs would soon disperse 
regent hr’ln.g unable to altemrin of their own accord. This not 
conseqin-iice of indisposition, they proving to be the case, general 
were addressed in ln*r name h\ the tp'aula, the goverimr of the place, 
hisliop of Viseu, the luinistt^r oftiui. nuirched up a roiriiiieut of cavalry 
home departnu'iit. Thus far tin* uipl another of infautr.f, and made 
cortes had done nothing towaid?i a genei^l attack upon the niuli- 
altering the laws, to make them nerrs in the oouin'' of the night. 
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hy whicli means (lie revolt was 
completely quelled, but not with, 
out the slaughter of a number of the 
misguided soldiery. Many of them 
were taken prisoners; and some 
escaped into Spain, hy diliercnt 
wa s, between Merida and Bada. 
jos. 

Accounts from Portugal in May, 
represent the situation of things as 
precarious, notwithstanding the 
late success and apparent strength 
of the regency. Of the great body 
of lllC pcojdc, a part, perhap^s the 
laiger part, were considered as 
opposed to the constitution ; and 
another large class, who desired 
only to be permitted to enjoy the 
fruits of their industry in peace, 
were indifferent whether the consti. 

1 1 ll ion fell or not. Its most dcci. 
ded friends were those intelligent 
persons in the seaport towns, who, 
in the pursuiti^of commerce or ma- 
nufactures, had acquired a know- 
-iiL'dge of a better stale of things 
than the domination of an absolute 
king and a bigot ted priesthood. 
T'.iC termination of the session of 
the Cortes had separated the pledg. 
ed supporters of the constitution, 
and left the peers without tlicener. 
gy derived from the facility of act- 
ing in concert, and reduced the 
deputies to the level of private life. 
Although the ministry acted uiidci 
authority emanating from the cm- 
peror of Hl’azil, yet they wcic 
charged with refusing to proniuU 
gale important decrees from Don 


Pedro, of which Dr. Abranles wa.« 
the bearer ; and although England 
stood before the world as a patron 
and defender, and almost as the 
author of the constitutional system, 
yet Sir William A’Coiirt, the Bri- 
tish resident minister, who had 
assisted at the func'ral ceremonies 
oi' the Acapoiitan and Spanish 
cuiHtituliuns, was reputed to enter- 
tain no tricndly feelings towards 
that ol‘ Portugal. 

During the siimincr months, the 
court of the priiicc.'ss regent ap- 
pears to have been given up •tc 
u senes of intrigues, and puerile 
mutations of policy, which boded 
no good to tlic constitutional cause. 
On the 9lh of .funo it was an- 
nounced that all tiic members of 
the cabinet, excepting general Sal- 
danha, tiie minister of war, and 8r. 
A. Manuel de Noronha, the minis, 
tfsr of marine, had resigned ; and 
the vacant departments were tilled 
hy the appointment of the mar- 
tpicss de PalincKa, to be minister 
for tbreigii u (fairs ; the count de 
Louza, for lin.iiice ; the viscounj 
de Sanlurem, for the interior; and 
the bishop of Algarve, for grace 
and jusiicc. This change of mi- 
nistry was deemed to he favourable 
to 'the liberal party ; and us the 
distracted and dependant state of 
Portugal ciiuscd every act of the 
government to he ascribed to fo- 
reign influence, Mr. Canning was 
groundlessly accused of being the 
means of bringing about this mca- 



PORTUGAL. 


fiUi'C. The marquess of Palmclla 
Jbeing absent in London, os Portu- 
guese ambassador to the court of 
St. James, it remained to be seen 
whether hc^would accept his, new 
otfice. Meanwhile, an edict was 
published, dated June 28th, rela- 
tive tortile liberty of the press, 
which, in its operation, put an end 
to all discussion concerning 4he 
laws or government of the country. 
In July, again, the minister of war, 
Saldanlia, who had produced the 
' late change in the ministry, was 
displaced, partly by the inilucncc 
of his uncle and culleiigiic, the vis- 
count dc Santnrem. On its being 
understood in Lisbon that general 
Saidanlia hud been dismissed, a po- 
pular inoveiiicnt took place among 
the people, in conse(]uencc, and the 
princess regent was urgently intreat- 
cd to restore him to his ollice. The 
tumult subsided, however, without 
any injurious eflocts, no disorder 
of a serious nature having been in- 
tended by the people. (General 
Stubbs, the governor of Ojiorto, 
apd a meritorious ofliccr, was also 
removed from his office, for liuving 
solicited the princess regent to 
restore general Saldanlin. And in 
August the bishop of Algarve, and 
Noronha, the minister of inariifc, 
were obliged to leave their otfices, 
cither on account of the regret 
they expressed for the dismissal of 
Saldanha, or as others conjecture, 
because they were in favour of ob- 
serving tlie decrees of don Pe’dro. 


Rut ere long, the current of poli- 
tics set in another direction. — 
The viscount Santarem himself 
was dismissed, from motives of ca- 
price, or from unexplained reasons 
of state. 

These frequent changes of mi- 
nisters, and various capricious acts 
of rigour or folly, which it is un- 
necessary to particularize, served 
to bring the government of the 
- princess regent into disrepute, and 
to prepare the minds of men foi^ 
their jiecGssary termination in ano- 
ther revolution. Universal uneasi- 
ness and expectation of indefinite 
and uncertain changes pervaded 
t|^ie kingdom, and agitated the 
whole community. The princess 
regent^ constantly travelled under 
an escort, partly of English lancers, 
unwilling, apparently, to trust her- 
self ill the midst of her country- 
men. Every thing, ^n short, por- 
tended an impending crisis in at^ 
fairs; not arising, however, from 
any apprehensions of military en- 
terprises on the Spanish frontier, 
because, on the 27th of August, a 
decree was ^published, ordaining 
, the dissolution of the army of 
operation, under the count of Villa 
Flor. Well disposed citizens be- 
gan to express an opinion, that 
almost any change, which should 
impart stability and consistency 
to the government, would be pre- 
ferable to the preseM state of 
> Ihings* •Many imputed the vacil- 
lation and anparent capricious- 
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ness of the princess regent to a 
secret design of preparing the 
way for the assumption of abso- 
lute power by Miguel. Others, 
more charitable, ascribed her con. 
duct to the inherent difficulties of 
her situation. . IShe was a female, 
wholly unprepared for the ardiu 
ous duties, which accidcMitnl cir. 
cumstances^ devolved upon her ; 
and was called upon to govern 
a country distracted by powerful 
and balanced factions, the scene 
of subtle intrigues or audacious 
plots, which the firmest and most 
practised masculine hand might 
have found it difficult to control. 
Men construed the strange events 
which they witnessed, according 
to their pre-conceived opinions, 
as they safely might, when every 
thing seemed lowering, ambigu* 
ous, and fraught with approaching 
vicissitude. • 

' The old partisans of Dun Miguel, 
J[hc apostolical factions, all those 
persons who possessed a common 
bond of union in their aversion to 
Pedro’s constitution, began to 
speak with boldnes.<^ and conB- 
dence, of what they lately durst 
hardly whisper. I'his was the ira. 
mediate return of Don Miguel from 
Vienna for the purpose of assuming 
the regency, and perhaps the crown 
itself. Sir William A ’Court was ac. 
counted favourable to (he views of 
these persdhs. They founded th# ir 
calculations upon the artictc of the 
charter, which enacts, that ‘-Du- 


ring the king’s (or queen’s) minon. 
ty, the kingdom is to be governed 
by a regency, which shall belong 
to the nearest relative of the king, 
acco'*ding to the order- of succcs- 
sinn, who shall have attained twen. 
ty.fivo years of age.” Miguel would 
reach this age in October ; and the 
question now arose, whether the 
regency of Isabel Maria was not, 
by the charter temporary only ; and 
whether she ought not to he super* 
seded by Miguel. While this con- 
elusion seemed to be encouraged 
by the particular article under cOn. 
sideralioi), other parts of the char* 
ter seemed adverse thereto; and 
thus the question remained suiii- 
Gh'tiriy doubtful to afford each par- 
ty a fair field of discussion. The 
constitutional party anxiously de- 
sired the presence of Don Pedro in 
Portugal, as, in tliuir opinion, the 
only means of cpiieting the angry 
factions, which agitated the court, 
try, and placing its government up- 
on such a fooling ns to prevent the 
continual recurrence of civil wars. 
Their op|)oncnta, on the other haniL 
laboured incessantly to secure to 
Miguel a favourable reception in the 
kingdom, and to reconcile the peo. 
pie to ills eventually overturning 
the constitution, ami declaring him. 
self absolute king of Portugal. It 
was understood, that Austria had 
expressed its determination to 
maintain Don Miguel’s rights. D(f- 
mi.qflicial pieces in the French 
journals argued clalmratoly 
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support of his pretensions, and 
. proceeded the length of asserting, 
that Pedro, having abdicated the 
Portuguese throne, settled tlie form 
of govcrnr^ient liy a constitipional 
cliurtcr, and fixed the succession to 
the crown, no longer possessed 
any aiiitiorily whatever in i’ortu- 
gal; and that theret'ore liis pre- 
sence there at this time, would be 
uh unwarrantable intrusion, which 
could not fail to alilict the penin- 
sula with the most vioU‘i:t political 
convulsions. English journals, hav- 
ing a like reputed connexion with 
the government, admitted, that the 
immediate return of Miguel was a 
probable event ; and intimated, that 
although insuperable objections ex- 
isted to the unconditional assump- 
tion of power by him, Net such an 
arrangement might be made by the 
allied powers, as would put an end 
to the public anxiety now, and in- 
sure the future tranquillity of Por- 

tURnl. 

It was impossible to mistake tlic 
mcaiiini; of these bints. They 
were elicited by the negotiations in 
train for enabling .Miguel to assume 
the regency on arriving at the ago . 
of twenty-five years. Accordingly 
it was oirieially announced in Lis- 
bon, r>n the 2‘.!d of September, tliat 
a messenger rcacluMl London in 
August, with letters from Don Pedro 
to bis brother Miguel, and to the 
courts of Austria and (treat Bri- 
tain, announcing his consent that 
Miguel should return to Portugal, 


and exercise the powers of goveiti* 
ment as regent or viceroy. This 
resolution appears to have beeti 
adopted by the emperor of Brazil 
in June, on the faith of the English 
and Austrian governments. Pre- 
parations were made without delay, 
for the departure of don Miguel 
from Vienna, for the purpose of 
proceeding by the way of Paris 
and London to Lisbon. Sir Wil. 
liam A’Court officially communica- 
ted to the princess regent positive 
assui;aiicos of the favourable dispo- 
sition of Miguel ; who accepted the 
government on the conditions pre- 
scribed to him by his brother, and 
N)'as coming to administer the af- 
fairs of his country, with a firm in- 
tentioq, as he professed, of main- 
taining to his utmost, the institu- 
tions granted to the nation by Don 
Pedro. Notwithstanding these as- 
surances, however, 4he constitu- 
tional party universally distrusted 
MiguePs integrity, and anticipated 
what has since been fully realized, 
that he would throNv himself into 
th6 hands of the absolutists, re- 
gardless of paths and promises, 
and pay little respect to the charter 
which he was sworn to support, what- 
ever calamities he might thus bring 
upon his distracted country. Mul- 
titudes of Portuguese, both inilitarN 
and private individuals of all ra.'k 
made arrangements to leave . 
kingdom, when his return wi‘- 
knownttfbe positively fixed. Their 
fears were not allayed by the letter 
15 
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which Miguel addressed to the priu. 
cess regent, to announce the ap- 
proaching change in the govern- 
ment. It was written at Vienna, un- 
der date of October 19tli, and con- 
cluded with a request that a frigate 
might be despatched to England for 
his reception. We copy a paragraph 
in this letter, which Miguel’s after 
conduct so grossly belied : 

Being determined to maintain 
inviolate the laws of the realm and 
the institutions legally conceded by 
our august brother, all whicli we 
liavc sworn to observe and to en- 
force, and to adopt us the rule of 
government in the aforesaid king- 
doms, it becomes me to declare 
this intention, in order that you, 
my dear sister, may give to such 
declaration the necessary publici- 
ty, and that you may at the same 
lime proclaim my fixed purpose of 
repressing those factions which, 
under any pretext whatsoever, tend 
to subvert the public trampiillity in 


these realms, and my earnest de- 
sire that the errors and faults which 
are past, may be buried in eternal 
oblivion, and that concoed and the 
spirit of conciliation may succeed 
in the place of those deplorable 
convulsions which have rent a na- 
tion so renowned in history for its 
virtues, its valour, its loyalty and 
respectful adherence to its prin- 
ces.” 

It would seem that a prince, who 
was relieved from a state of banish- 
ment and obscurity, and permitted 
(0 assume the vice-regal scepU'', 
solely upon the faith of the most 
solemn engagements and most ear- 
nest protestations to obey the con- 
stitutional charter, could hardly 
have returned, in the face of all 
Europe, to violate his plighted ho- 
nour the , moment that power was 
placed in his hands. But we will 
not anticipate events ; and there- 
fore leave the relation of Miguel's 
actual return to a future occasion. 
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Ore accoiinf of Spain for 182(1 
presented a tnelaneholy picture of 
pulilic imbecility, internal elisor- 
der, and infatuai' d misrule ; nor 
have more recent events indicated 
any material change for the better 
in the condition of this distracted 
country. We have lightly touched, 
ill the preceding chapter, upon the 
conduct of Spain at the commenee-' 
ment of the poriotl now under re- 
view ; hut a fuller deveiopement , 
of the policy and management of 
Ferdinand respecting Portugal, 
properly enters into the Spanftsh 
history for the year. 

Kver since the overthrow of the 
constitutional parly in Spain, the 
govcriunent* of the kingdom had 
cflectivcly been controlled by per* 
sons, who were perfectly fanatical 


111 (heir devotion to absolute pow- 
ers. 'riiey seemed to be actuated 
by a kind of mania, in favour of 
bigotry in religion, and servility *iii 
politics. The apctftolic faction 
could not but remember how iH 
they fared in the hands of the con- 
stitutional enrtes, which, as the 
very first step towards raising the 
cdhditinn of the country, took mea- 
sures for rescuing the church lands 
from the iron grasp of mortmain, 
and rendering them available for 
the purposes of public utility, as 
Fhigland had done in the reign ot‘ 
Henry Vlil., and France in the be- 
ginning of lier revolution. Of 
course, the pricsthouil, more potent 
ill jSpitin than in any ether nation 
of WeStwrn* £uropc, and all who 
were under their iiirtuonce. enter- 
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taincd a mortal hatred for the very 
name of a constitution. Liberty 
itself was odious to them, as the 
watchword of the millions of eman- 
cipated colonists ill America, 
whose separation from the mother 
country had not only involved the 
latter in a hopeless and riiinous 
war, but shut out its whole popiila- 
tion from access to an inexluiusublc 
source of riches in the western 
world. It is easy to conceive, 
tnerefore, with what pious horror 
Ferdinand and his court regarded 
the introduction of a liberal consti- 
tution in their immediate neigh- 
bourhood, from whence the conta- 
gion of liberalism could most easily 
return into Spain itself, notwith. 
standing (he bloody purification it 
had lately undergone. 

But how should they manifest 
their detestation of Pcdro*s char- 
ter in such w way as to subvert 
the regency established under it, 
with the smallest risk to them, 
selves 1 The clergy hardly stop, 
ped to consider dangers or coiisc. 
quencos ; being eager to hurry 
the kingdom into immediate war 
with the Portuguese. But enough 
of discretion remained in the go. 
vemment, to foresee that this 
would be mere madness. All the 
great powers of Europe had yield, 
ed their sanction at least, if not 
their approbation, to the new insti. 
tutions of Portugal. Great Britain 
evidently felt a deep interest 'in 
the prosperity of her ancient 


ally. Prance had acknowledg- 
ed the regency. In these circuin- 
stances, Spain might easily under- 
stand, that she would not be borne 
out 111 iiiukmg open war upon Por- 
tugul, merely because the latter 
had accepted a eliurter, the tree 
gilt of her legitinilde so\ereign. 
Ft-rdinuiid resolved, therefore, to 
uvad hiinsetf 4if tlic spirit of dis- 
eonteni, vw.icli begiiii to show itself 
in Ponugal, and to encourage the 
disatiei-ied to overturn the luwliil 
governmeni of their country. 11c 
refused to recognise the regency, 
by receiving the Portuguese minis- 
ter in tiic ciisioimiry iniinncr. De- 
sertions from the Portuguese arm} 
beginning now to take place, the 
Spanish captains general in Val- 
ladolid, and Estremadura, allowed 
the fugitives to assemble in the ter- 
ritory of Spain, and prepare the 
invasions, of which we have alrea- 
dy given an account. Ferdinand 
appeared strangely to imagine that 
a flimsy disguise would serve to 
veil the character of his operations 
from the censure of his allies, oi. 
at least preserve him from the ac. 
live interlerciire of any one of 
them. But the event showed how 
grossly ignorant his ministry were 
of 'the precise reliitioiiH between 
England and Portugal ; and how 
blindly intatuated as to the tern, 
.per, character, and designs of the 
British cabinet. 

The count of Villa Real, the am- 
bassador sent by the regency to 



(lie court ul’ Madrid, reached there 
Jn September. His predecessor, 
(iornez, havinjr joined the party of 
Chaves and Cnvcllas, Portugal had 
no representative in Spain, during 
tlio earliest stage of these pro. 
ceedings. Villa Real, aided by 
Mr. liumh, urg^Ml the Spanish go- 
vernment, in the most pressing 
nianncr, and with unanswerable 
arguments, to comply with the 
faith of treaties, hy disporsinc and 
disarming the fugitive u'hels, who 
*had taken refuge in iSpain. ife 
(Vminnded, also, the instant reeng. 
nitionofthe regency, justly alleg- 
ing that it was not the business 
of Spsiin to intermeddle with the 
succession or laws of the indepen- 
dent kingdom of Portugal. Calo- 
inarde, the minister of justice, and 
the other ultra royalists in the ca- 
binet, persisted in the policy they 
had adopted ; hut to save a[ipcar- 
anccs, every assurance was given 
in words, of the determination of 
the government to disarm the re- 
hels. 'Pile minister of foreign af- 
fairs, Mr. Salmon, was solmimly* 
promising this early in Octufier, at 
the very time when the retugees 
were invading 'IVas-os- Montes and 
Algarves. Indignant at this out- 
rage, Villa Rc.il a«niii uddn-sshd 
the Spanish goveriiiiioiU, which 
could no longer pretend ignorance 
of what was going on upon the 
frontiers. Salmon gave new as- 
surances of the honourable inteii.- 
tionsof his cabinet. With a* de- 


gree of scandalous falsehood and 
barefaced imposition, which is ut- 
terly inconceivable, the Spanish 
ministry continued to shiR off all 
the responsibility of the military 
movements along the frontiers upon 
the captains general of the provin- 
ces. With most unaccountable 
infatuation, Spain seemed to sup. 
pose, that whatever her govern- 
ment atiirined, would 'necessarily 
be credited by Portugal and Eng- 
land, however adverse the adirma.* 
tion njight be to the most notorious 
facts. 

Pretending at length to be forced 
into decision by the pointed remon- 
strances of Mr. Lamb, Salmon 
addrossi’d a circular note to him 
and the other foreign ministers, 
dated iN'ovcmber 2Htli, endeavour- 
ing to explain and justify Ibc con- 
duet of Spain. He no longer de- 
nied the hostile acts o&the local au- 
thorities on the frontiers of Portu-* 
gal ; but alleged the profound cha- 
grin of the king at occurrences of 
so unfortunate a kind. He stated, 
thifl on the preceding evening, or- 
ders had been despatched to the 
^ governors of the frontier provin- 
CCS, peremptorily commanding 
them to transport all the deserters 
in Spain sixty miles into the interior 
of the country, to canton them in 
small bodies, to separate the ofli- 
cers from the privates, not to har- 
boyr any mon^ armed ftirtuguese, 
and td icxpel the marquess of 
diaves from Spain by force. Who. 
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that knew the Spaniards only by 
the reputation of the ancient Cas- 
tilian honour, and their boasted 
national good faith, would have 
suspected that this circular was a 
petty piece of trickery, a link in the 
chain of ill-concealcd frauds, in- 
tended to impose upon Great Bri- 
tain and Europe ? Yet, such must 
inevitably be the conclusion drawn 
from the whole scries ot events ; 
for, at the very time when this cir- 
** cular WHS communicated to the di- 
plomatic bodvt Ciiaves, anc) the 
whole armament ufthc rebels, had 
invaded I'ortugal in form. The 
Spanish government could not pos- 
sibly have been unacquainted with 
the fact ; and it was a paltry arti- 
fice, unworthy of a great nation, 
to pretend ignorance of that which 
was notorious all over the Periinsu' 
la. Indeed, to complete the dis' 
grace of thp Spanish ministry, 
aome bad management of Calo- 
marde's, allowed copies of the ori- 
ginal orders sent to the captains 
general on the frontiers, to fall 
into the hands of Mr. Lamb. 

By this unmanly duplicity, Spain 
lost her credit, and gained no equi- 
valent. Had she boldly taken sides 
with the Portuguese rebels, the 
world might have esteemed her 
courage and candour, while it pi- 
tied her rashness and infatuation. 
All the evasive shuHling, and pre- 
tended neutrality of the Spanish 
government, answered no ptKposc, 
ns the issue plainly showed ; Ik^ 


cause every one looked to their 
acts, without regarding their pro- 
fessions. Great Britain had been 
closely watching the progress of 
the affair; and well acquainted with 
its true character, she only waited 
for the right moment, to thrust her 
arm into the contest, and make the 
assailant feel the weight of her just 
indignation. And yet the pronip- 
titude of the English ministry was 
so totally unlocked for by the apos- 
tolic party* that they seemed to he 
struck dumb with aina/.cinent and 
cousternulion, when news of the 
arrival of the British auxiliaries 
reached Madrid. An instantaneous 
change of policy ensued. For- 
dinniid immediately consented to 
receive the Portuguese minister, 
suspended gonorai Longa from his 
commands posted a sutlicieiit army 
of observation along the frontier, 
and made the humblest concessions 
to (treat Britain. Ami thus lermi- 
nated this ill Judged attempt to re- 
volutioriize Portugal. 

Having recounted the facts re- 
specting tlie interference of the Por- 
tuguese insurgents, and shown how 
^that interference ended, we doom 
it less necessary to enter minutely 
into the tlipiomuiic proceedings at 
Madrid, at the close of the husi- 
ness. Two particulars, however, 
may be adverted to, as atlording 
an apt illustration of the wretched 
'impolicy, which seems to dictate 
all Ferdinand's measures. One of 
them' is, the evasive manifesto, by 
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which tlio Spuiiisli guvcrnmcnt »i^. 
nificd their obedience to the friend, 
iy remonstrances of France, and 
the overpowering threats of Eng- 
land. This* document bears dato 
the 13th oY January, 1827^ and 
purports to be u circular letter from 
the war oflice,* addressed by the 
iniiiistef Zariibrano, to the inspec. 
tor general of the royalist volun- 
tcers, and the captains general of 
tiic provinces. It is so obscure 
and ambiguous in its language, that 
-the apostolic party chose to look 
upon it as a spirited appeal to the 
ancient Castilian honour, and as 
eutliiig upon the iiutiuu to rouse it. 
self in opposition to the Porluguesc 
. revolutionists, and their defenders, 
the English heretics. To he sure, 
the ducuinent did not expressly say 
this ; but, in the involutions of its 
dark and doubtful periods, there 
was enough which tlic faithful 
could allege as being the reverse 
of concession. On the other hand, 
Ferdinand expressed the most live- 
ly desire to maintain the relations 
of amity which united him with his* 
august allies, and to insure their 
inviolability by means calculated 
to create reciprocal confidence. Of 
all these moans, he said, none were 
more indispensable than toobsei»e 
neutralitYi by abstaining from any 
hostile acts or co-operation against 
I'urtugal, so as not to compromise 
Spain with that country, or with its 
ally, England. He cuminandei] 
■he captains general nut to sTilfer 


any hostile force to remain assem- 
bled in arms on the Spanish terri- 
tory; to repress and chastise every 
revolutionary act which should ma- 
nifest itself upon the frontier ; to 
observe the neighbouring country, 
and to take such efficacious mea. 
surcs of precaution, as should pre- 
serve Spain from hostile contagion, 
without hazarding her dignity, and 
the proverbial good faith of her 
character. Thus while deeply em- 
barked in the most unprincipled in<* 
trigiies against the existence of a 
neighbouring state, and, while 
yielding to the absolute necessity of 
becoming neutral, as the only means 
of avoiding destruction, the Spanish 
government could descend to boast 
of their elevated and prover. 
bial good faith, which, like her 
fame in politics and arms,>w'as the 
departed ornament of ages lodg 
since elapsed. It is proper to sub- 
join, that an army, first rated at 

8.000 men, and afterwards at 

24.000 men, was levied to form a 
cordon sanitairc on the frontiers of 
Ptvtugal, the resources for paying 
and equipping which, were suppo- 
sed to be furnished by the clergy. 
To this levy, the expressions in 
the circular, which bear a warlike 
aspect, were perhaps intended to 
refer. 

The other particular, to which 
wc alluded, is a document published 
in the English jbiirnals genuine, 
and wkiqli, 'whether it be genuine 
oi suppositious, undoubtedly speaks 
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the sentiments of the party from 
whom it professed to emanate. It 
is a private exposition, addressd to 
Ferdinand, immediately after the 
receipt of Mr. Canning’s speech in 
Madrid, by don Pedro Inguanzo, 
archbishop of Toledo, and primaie 
of all Spain, an ecclesiastic of 
acknowledged ability, learning, and 
inlluence. This document contains 
an elaborate statement ol the views 
of the apostolical party, of the 
tiergy and the ultra royalist, con- 
cerning the existing crisis of the 
dispute with Portugal. Inguanzo 
represents it as equally the right 
and the duty of Spain, to maintain 
the ground she had taken. He 
declares the question to be resolved 
into nothing more nor less than a 
war of religion, in which all true 
Catholics were bound to unite in 
defence of the holy church against 
the machinaVioiis of the heretics. 
He remarks upon Mr. Canning’s 
speech with much pungency of cri- 
ticism, and severe, but not altoge. 
ther unjust recrimination, accusing 
the British minister of inconsis- 
tency, contradiction, emptiness, 
and ridiculous arrogance, alike de- 
rogatory to his station, and the dig. 
nity of parliament. He strives to 
prove that France could have no 
interest to interfere in tho matter 
by any acts in the nature of coer- 
cion and intimidation ; and argues 
that Spainsneed apprehend nothjog 
from that quarter, in case \t war 
with Portugal should become ne- 


cessary. Ho pledged himself, and 
all the Spanish clergy, of whom 
he claimed to be the organ, to 
stand by the king to the last extre- 
mity, in the solemn duty of re- 
pressing the revolulioiiury spirit 
which agitated Portugal, and of 
which Spain might ere lung be- 
come the victim ; and he affirmed, 
tiiiiJl they stood ready, to a man, to 
support the rights of the church 
and the throne, by every temporal 
sacrifice in their power. Finally, 
he urged the king to adopt no half 
measures, to make no concessions ; 
but, if liis enemies demanded either 
humiliation or redress, to speak, 
and let his voice be tho signal of 
war. “ If,” said he, “ they dc. 
mand of you to dismiss your ser- 
vants, and call upon others to take 
their places, do you require that 
that minister should be removed, 
who has loaded your ninjesiy, and 
your heroic nation, with insults, in 
order to keep up that same policy 
which wrested from us Ciibraltur, 
and limited the power of Bpain in 
‘the new world. If they require 
that ybur majesty should acknow. 
ledge the intrusive government they 
have introduced into Portugal, do 
you demand of them to renounce 
their acknowledgment of the new 
states of America, as they arc 
pleased to call thorn. If they ap- 
proach our frontiers, let them there 
find our Spanish legions ; there let 
all Christians commence their new 
crusade. Let your majesty raise 
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your voice, and it shall instantly be 
the signal for war. The standard 
of the cross being raised, all your 
majesty’s subjects will flock around 
it ; the mii^^isters of the sanptuary 
themselves will take charge of the 
sacred ensign, and carry it trium- 
phant ,to the very thickest of 
the enemy’s ranks. There the 
smoke of incense shall ascend with 
that of the cannon ; hymns of 
praise to the God of armies shall 
be blended with the ^:ries of the 
combatants, and the cause of the 
Most High be made triumphant.” 

Happily for the repose of Eu- 
rope, and the welfare of Spain, 
these frantic exhortations did not 
have their desired effect ; but the 
counsels of moderation prevailed, 
and Ferdinand abstained from giv- 
ing further aid to the followers of 
Chaves and Magesor. He con- 
tented himself with strengthening 
the army of observation, which, 
under the command of General 
Sarsfleld, guarded the frontiers of 
the kingdom. And, ere the year 
expired, he had ample employment 
for all the resources of the king- 
dom, in repressing its internal con* 
vulsions. 

Indeed, the active preparations 
for concentrating a military force 
upon the line of the Tagus, for the 
double purpose of protection 
against thp contagion of constitu# 
tional principles, and of combating 
the English, if any future c/>ntih- 
gency should render it necessary. 


were not the sole occupation of the 
Spanish cabinet during the winter. 
Other cares distracted their attend 
tioii, as well apprehensions of the 
liberals, as of the party who made 
the name of the infant Don Carlos 
the rallying word of sedition. Of 
this we have sufficient e\idence in 
a paper issued by Don Juan Jose 
Recacho, director general of the 
police, setting fortli that there ex. 
isted in his office well founded rea^ 
SODS to believe, that the SpaniSii 
emigrants were seeking to pervert 
the fidelity of the loyal Spaniards^ 
by circulating among them incen< 
diary and defamatory publications^ 
pimed at the paternal government 
of king Ferdinand ; and subjecting 
all persons, of whatever class or 
condition, withoihom, after a pc- 
scribed time, any such papers 
might be found, to arrest and tnaf. 
as state criminals* Punishment, 
was denounced also against any 
individual, in whose possession the 
police might detect letters or cor- 
rcspondence of a mysterious or 
suspicious nature, touching the af* 
fairs of government. Notwithstand- 
ing this rigorous measure, Madrid 
and the provinces continued to be 
filled with writings, wherein the 
vices of tho existing system of go- 
vernment were portrayed in the 
colours they deserved, which the 
people secretly circulated, and read 
with avidity. • 

/ Maldga was tlio scat of a serious 
coiispiracv. discovered late in Pe 

ir> 
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cembcr, 1820, whcrcorthe ullegotl 
purpose was to proclaim the con- 
stitution. Nearly a whole regi- 
ment ot* infantry participated in the 
j)lot, which, but for the timely arri- 
val of general Campunu, captain 
general of (jirenada, might have 
occasioned the government great 
inconvenience. As it was, 200 
men left their colours, and retired 
with their arms to the mountains, 
to join the bands of partisans, by 
""wliom the passes were occupied. A 
popular commotion occurred at 
Malaga afterwards in the month of 
^iarcii, of a dillercnt character, 
and originating in causes which 
strikingly show the vices of the 
Spanish government at the present 
time. 'J’lie presidios^ or places for 
the confiiicnient of galley slaves, 
contained 'four thousand of these 
wretched beings, who, destitute of 
raiment, heaped up in crowded re. 
ccptacles of the worst kind, and 
frequently in want even of the 
coarse food allowed them hy 
government, were attacked by a 
contagious gaol fever, of inuligL 
nant type. Tlie authorities 
and people of Malaga, begun to 
dread its becoming epidemic in the 
city, and hastened an express to 
Madrid, representing the state of 
things to the government, and ur. 
ging upon the ministry the nccessi. 
ty of instant nicastires of relief. 
The ministry’! conformahly to tlieij 
system of procrastination', pul olK 
♦o another time tite consideration 


of the business, leaving the tern, 
lied inhabitants of Malaga to their 
fate. Carried away by apprehen- 
sions, not in themselves unreason* 
able or ill founded, the populace 
began to assemble, with the design 
of setting the galley slaves at liber- 
ty, and thus freeing the city from 
the source of the contagion. The 
intendant of Grenada, being inform, 
cd of this state of things, came post 
to Malaga immediately, and pre- 
vailed upos the principal mer- 
chants to make a voluntary loan to 
the government for the ])urposc of 
clothing and nourishing the slaves; 
after wliich two thousand of their 
number were removed from the 
jmidm loWie public works; and 
by these means, tranquillity was 
completely restored. 

Some important events occurred 
this year, aliccting the Spanish 
American states, which served to 
render their return to the domina- 
tion of Spain still more improbable 
than ever, but without bringing 
home to her councils conviction of 
tfio infatuutum of her ronduct. Du. 
ring the winter of when 

('olombia and Mexico threatened 
to make a combined attack upon 
Cuba, the imminence of the danger 
cammed the Spanish government to 
lend an ear, however unwillingly, 
to the representativeH of the foreign 
powers at Madrid, who offered to 
guarantee ('ubu and Puerto Rico 
to Spain, on condition of her ar. 
■.knowledKiiijy the independence i.l 
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iliC revolted eolotiies, and who de- 
clared their belief, (hat any longer 
delay in taking this step, would in- 
volvc the loss of ail Ferdinand’s 
remaining 'Aiuerican possessions. 
But the apprehensions of attack, 
and with tlnun the inducement to 
immediate dehision, disappeared 
in the course of a few months. 
Afterwards came the insurrection 
of Paez in Venezuela, which, ox- 
aggcralcd by rumour, and hy tin; 
hopes of those who rejoiced to see 
the return of anarchy ufKui the 
Spanish Main, itanislied from the 
minds of govmnment all id<;a.s of 
an accommodutiuii. They now 
coiitidently anticipated such a state 
of confusion in Colombia, as to fa- 
cilitate (heir again obtaining a foot- 
ing on the continent of America ; 
or if any persons, belter acquainted 
W'itii the state of facts, doubted 
whether such was likely to he the 
consequence, they yet ceased to 
feel any immediate apinehensions 
tor the safety of ('uhu, and trusted 
to lime, to delay, to jirocraslina- 
tion, to bring them some uncertain 
benefit, they knew not wliat nor 
when. 'I’liev no hmger listened 
to any proposals for terminating 
the useless eoiitesl, which occa- 
sioned Spain much positive 'and 
iiimvoidahle injury, with scarcely 
the possibility of any compensating 
advantage^. Shortly nlU'rwanls^, 
came on the affairs of Portugal : 
and for a while the Spanish mints, 
ters were ion busily engaged in 


meddling with the internal condi. 
tion of the neighbouring kingdom, 
to think of their own proper con- 
cerns. But, in the summer of 1827, 
their attention was recalled to the 
subject, in the most disagreeable 
manner possible, by the accession 
of France and the l*apal See to the 
iiumher of those governments 
w hich liad entered into friendly re- 
lations will) the South American 
republics. 'J'hc circumstances at- 
tending the procedure of Leo XU., 
appear to have created the great- 
est sensation at Madrid ; and to 
that we shall here confine our re- 
marks, 

When the imlependenco of South 
America w as a subject of negotia- 
tion between Spain and the foreign 
amhassudors at Madrid, at the time 
wc iiave designated, some pains 
were taken to ascertain the vifews 
of the court of Kcyne, respecting 
the question. In consequence .of 
ihi**, the Po}>o’s nuncio at Madrid, 
in addition to other assurances of the 
same nature, addressed a note to 
/!ca Bermudez, in which, while he 
reserved lo the Pope the power of 
euterlaining relations with the 
American-’, upon matters purely 
!>piritii;il. ho explicitly declared, 
that *• the Holy 8ec did not, and 
never wjuild, acknowledge in any 
way tin; independence of Spanish 
.'Vmerica ; and would make no con- 
session to the new' governments, 
,whi<fli •eonld prejndi«’e the sove- 
reijxniv »d’ the kiiiit ol t'pain in 
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those countries, or injure in any 
way his rights and interests.’* Now, 
as the eonfirmation of bishops no- 
minated by the revolutionary au- 
thorities, is manifestly an infringe- 
ment of the king’s prerogative, and 
a serious injury to his rights and 
interest, as claimed and understood 
at Madrid, the Spanish government 
Tiever dreamed that the pope 
would violate his solemn pledge, or 
at least would not do so without 
..^Mch intervening negotiation and 
apology; and therefore ceased to feel 
any solicitude respecting the future 
proceedings of the Papal Sec. 
They knew that the pope was in 
favour of conciliatory measures ; 
because his representative co-ope. 
rated with the other ministers in 
recommending such a course ; but 
they entertained not the slightest 
suspicion that he was about to act 
independently of Spain, until the 
astounding fact was officially an- 
nounced. And when the informa- 
tion did come, it was conveyed in a 
manner greatly to increase the 
exasperation which the fact itself 
was calculated to produce, and in- 
flicted a deep wound on the pride 
and ponctiliousnc^s of the i<pa. 
piards^ 

His holiness, it appears, had 
made up liis mind that the measure 
itself was necessary, to prevent a 
religious schism in Spanish Arne- 
rica, in addition to the political se- 
paration already existinfj. -.Xuny 
of the episcopal in CVdomhia' 


and Mexico were vacant, and the 
inconveniences thereby entailed 
upon the clergy, and all the interest 
of religion, were becoming abso- 
lutely intolerable. So intolerable 
was the evil, that even now the Mexi- 
cans began to speak openly and 
loudly of the expediency of cut- 
ting off all connexion with the 
pope, who, as they conceived, was 
unwisely sacrificing the good of 
the church to gratify the inveterate 
prejudices of Ferdinand. Leo de- 
termined, therefore, to recall to 
Rome the Colombian agent, who 
was about quitting Italy in despair 
of ever cffcGting his object, and de- 
termined to conclude an arrange- 
ment with him at once, without 
warning the Spanish government 
of bis purpose. No doubt he con- 
ceived, that a long preliminary dis- 
cussion of the subject would only 
produce angry feelings, and that a 
prompt and decisive execution of 
what he was firmly resolved upon, 
would bo least likely to be attend- 
ed with mischief. In obedience to 
this principle, he so limed the con- 
firnmtioh of the American bishops, 
tiiut intelligence of it should reach 
the Spanish court in the interval 
between the departure of tiic nun- 
cio for the time being, whose term 
of service was about to expire, and 
the arrival of the person appointed 
to he his siieeessnr. And the Spa- 
nish embassy at Rome being at the 
same piu iod vacant, it was hoped 
the first impression created in Spain 
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6y the nows, might wear off before 
4hc slow movements of the Spanish 
government would allow of a new 
ambassador to be appointed, and 
the subject to be fairly brought into 
discussion. Accordingly, the pope 
addressed to the king a letter writ- 
ten by himself, apprising him of his 
intentions, and caused the letter to 
he sent to a temporary agent, in- 
vested witii no diplomatic charac- 
ter, with instructions to deliver it 
into the king’s own )iand«. Owing 
to the agent's want of acquaintance 
with the proper form of proceed- 
ing, the letter was presented at a 
public audience, and being sup- 
posed to be of no moincnt, was 
ihrown aside by the king without 
examination, until his next interview 
with Mr. Salmon, the minister of 
foreign affairs, when the nature of 
its contents was discovered; breach 
of etiquette, abruptness, and un- 
welcome publicity, being thus add- 
ed to all the other irritating cir- 
curostanccs connected with the 
communication. 

I 

When the facts wore thus ascer- 

f 

tiiincd, the ministry, indignant at 
the gross affront of the whole affair. • 
as they considered it, immediately 
despatched a courier to Moiisignor 
'fiberi, the new nuncio, with a let- 
ter from Mr. Salmon, advising him 
not to enter the Spanish territory, 
or if he had already dono so, to 
leave it without delay. Monsignnr 
Tiberi had just crossed the bpun- 
dnry line, ns it iinppened. und was 


met by the courier at Irun, the first 
town on the Spanish side ; and the 
instructions borne by the courier, 
as w'cll as the corresponding orders 
sent to the gpvernor of the pro- 
vince, being peremptory, the nun- 
cio was compelled to return to 
Bayonne, there to tvait fjr direc- 
tions from the pupal court how to 
shape his course in thiq unexpected 
contingency. Meanwhile, the Spa- 
nish ministry applied to the coun- 
cil of state, and the councils of 
Castile and the Indies, for their 
opinion upon what should next be 
done. After much angry discus- 
sion, some recommending an im- 
mediate declaration of war against 
the pope, and others advising to 
suspend the subsidies that are regu- 
larly paid to him, the moderate pro- 
position at length prevailed, of, a 
protest against the confirmation of 
the bishop, accompaided with a for- 
mal reservation of all the king’s 
rights, being precisely the same 
course wiiicli was pursued by Spain 
when the Tinted States set the ex- 
ample of acknowledging the inde- 
pendence ofathc Spanish colonies. 
It was also arranged, that Mr. La- 
brador, a diplomatist of high repu- 
tation, should be sent to Rome to 
accommodate the business in the 
best manner that the circumstances 
of the case would admit. The 
pope, on the otl^cr hand, despatch- 
ed»a sccon^ letter to the king, ex- 
pressing*the strongest feelings of 
respect and esteem for him person- 
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ally, and of regret at the misundcr- 
standing which had taken place ; 
and, at the same time, solicited the 
good offices of Austria and France 
to bring about a recoociliation. 

Thus far, then, every day added 
some fresh discouragement to what- 
ever expectation Spain might en. 
tertain of recovering her colonial 
possessions. . The distracted condi- 
tion of all the new states of Spanish 
America, oH'ered the mother coun- 
try strong temptations to attempt 
some coup de main by which to re- 
gain a part of her ancient transat- 
lantic empire. Almost any other 
government in the world would 
have taken advantage of the insur- 
rection in Caraccas, the war in Rio 
de la Plata, the factions in Mexico, 
Central America, Chile, and Peru, 
at .least to strike a blow in vindica- 
tion of its alleged right. Rut the 
safety of the Americans consisted, 
partly, it is true, in their unshaken 
resolution to be independent, but 
not less ill the imbecility of Spain. 
Whatever scenes of discord and 

f 

confusion might occur in America, 
they could not exceed <thc seeming- 
ly incurable, and, to a foreigner ac- 
quainted with better things, the in- 
conceivable system of mal-admi- 
nistration which prevails in Spain. 
At the period under consideration, 
Catalonia, and the whole north of 
Spain, was torn asunder by u spe- 
cies of civil war, which monacefd, 
at one time, the stability of the 
throne, nnd left the government 


neither time nor resources for dis- 
tant military expeditions. 

Ever since the month of August, 
in the year 1825, disturbances of a 
very '’crious nature, had repeatedly 
broken out in Valencia, Aragon, 
and Catalonia, which it had requi- 
red the constant eflbrts of. the go- 
vcriiincnt to repress. Tortosa was 
the centre of operations among the 
factions in 1825 ; and tliey set in 
motion all their resources to obtain 
possession of the place, but with- 
out success. Measures were taken 
to inquire into the causes and ex- 
tent of the disaffection ; and to ar- 
rest its progress, and punish the 
oftenders ; and for several months 
comparative tranquillity was restor- 
ed. Rut in August and Septem- 
her, 18211, fresh indications of re- 
hellion appeared ; and the factious 
individuals made another attempt 
upon "i'ortosu, embracing also the 
town of Pensacola in the range of 
their projects. They showed them- 
selves more openly and boldly this 
year, than the preceding one ; and 
pursuipg their i nt rigucs uniiiterriipt - 
cdly, devised a third plan for at- 
tacking Tortosa. 'ITiey intended 
to massacre the magistrates and 
several other persons in the city, 
and to capture and pillage the fort, 
confiding the oxenition of their 
plans to the chiefs Trillas and Llo* 
'bet. Trillas issued a p'‘oclamr.Moii 
in his own name, in which he 
made an appeal to t!:o royali.sts, al- 
leging that the downfall of the 







tUi'Gikc was at iiaiiii, and that secret 
societies continued, as formerly, to 
infest the kingdom. 

This proclamation was followed 
by several others, among \yhich 
was one printed at Perpignan, in 
which the rebels professed their in- 
tentions to be, to effect the release 
of the king from the captivity in 
which they pretended he was kept. 
They summoned the people to 
arms, and announced the month of 
April, 1827, us the time* a])pointed 
for their chief insurrectional move- 
ment. Planus, a lieutenant of infant, 
ry, was to move on the side of Man- 
resa and Vich; and on other 
points the movement was to be dl. 
reeled by the chiefs Ballester, Di- 
nat, Carnicer, Caballcria, Hulfit, 
and lieutenant colonel Biisson, 
commonly culled Jeps-dcls-Ks. 
tangs ; all these child's putting 
thcmsclvcjs at the head of armed 
bands, and publishing ditrcrciU ))ro. 
clamatioris. The active measures 
t.*iken to repress this iiisurreclioii, 
caused the dispersion of the bands, 
and the capture of several of the 
leaders, who were shot. Although 
the movements were such as to in- 
dicate tile existence of u formal 
and wide spread conspiracy, the 
government supposed, or pretencl- 
cd to suppose, that the only object 
of the rebels was, to take advun- 
tage of the disorders of the times, 
for the purpose of plunder. Act- 
ing upon this idea, the govcrnn\pnt,’ 
having dispersed tin' armed bands. 


and punished some of the principal 
chiefs, issued a decree of amnesty, 
under date of April 30th, granting 
a pardon to those who gave up 
their rebellious designs, and peace- 
ably returned to their homes. Af- 
terwards the same favour was grant- 
ed to several ufiicers and others en- 
gaged in the insurrection, who 
personally solicited the royal cle- 
mency. Such is the history of the 
early stage of the aflair, as we find 
it explained in oflicial documents 1 
and if it had gone no further, it 
might have deserved nothing more 
than a passing word, among the rest 
of the internal calamities which 
hj^ve visited the peninsula. 

Either the government was great- 
ly dcccjivcd, however, in its esti- 
Illation of the nature of the insur- 
rection, or wilfully hJinJ to the 
« • 
facts. Three months had not claps- 

cd from the date of (he decree of 
amnesty, when the disturbances 
broke out anew in Catalonia ; and 
the rcbcls.gathcring strength daily, 
tixed their head quarters in the 
districts of Manresa, Vich, and Ge- 
rona. Some Qf the pardon^ d chiefs 
. again joined the iiisurgcnis. Jcp.«i- 
dcls-Estangs, especially, appear- 
ed as a principal leader ; and dc- 
scending from the mountains, to 
which his enterprises were former- 
ly contincd, into the plain, he as- 
. sullied the titli; of goiipral coiii- 
maiiding the royalist forces, and 
levied money and iissistancc of all 
kinds from the pcoid'-. 'I'h*' jicod) 
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the idle, and the profligate, they 
who had nothing to lose by confu- 
sion and civil war, and looked to 
the casual resources of plunder 
and booty for subsistence, were 
easily seduced by designing men, 
who had a deeper purpose in view, 
and flocked to tho standard of the 
insurgents. Roused at last to a 
sense of danger by tho strong re- 
presentations of the marquess of 
Campo Sagrado, the captain gene- 
ral of Catalonia, the Spanish go- 
vernment began to prepare in ear- 
nest for putting an end to the in- 
surrection, which every day conti- 
nued to assume a more threatening 
aspect. A kind of manifesto was 
published August 31st, in the form 
of a despatch from the minister 
Zambrano, setting forth the origin 
and progress of the disorders, de- 
nouncing the object, and refuting 
the allegations of the rebel chiefs, 
and ending with a statement of the 
measures intended to be adopted, 
to suppress the rebellion. These 
measures were, the augmentation 
of troops of the line, to reinforce 
the garrisons of Catabnia ; the ap- 
pointment of a general ofiicer, un- 
der the captain general, to be spe- 
cially charged with the military 
operations against the rebels ; and 
authorized to arm at discretion the 
loyal inhabitants, and call out the 
royalist vo]untcors,«forthe purpose * 
of immediately pursuing the rcbflls, 
and putting them to the sword, or 


reducing them to submission with- 
out delay. 

As the course of events gradual- 
ly became developed, there ceased 
to be any doubt concerning the 
character of the insurrection, and 
the motives of its primary instiga- 
tors. In the accounts of the day, 
they have been variously termed, 
sometimes Carlistas, from their de- 
sire to transfer the crown to the 
infant Don Carlos, and sometimes 
AgraviadoSi or the Aggrieved. — 
They assumed watchwords, which 
too plainly indicated their views, 
even hod they issued no procla- 
mations, and performed no acts, 
of a decisive character. Viva 
Carlo Uuinto ! Viva la Inquisi- 
cion ! Muerte a los Negros ! Such 
were the inscriptions upon their 
banners,* tho placards they posted 
in public places, and the cries 
which resounded in the towns of 
Catalonia. Bonds of rebels not 
only scoured the country, levying 
forced contributions, and compel- 
,Hng or persuading tho peasantry to 
join tlMim, but even threatened Puy- 
cerda, Figucras, nay, infested the 
neighbourhood of Barcelona itself : 
and on the other hand, penetrated 
into Castile, and endeavoured to 
excite the partisans of Bcssicrcs 
to take up arms anow. Pasqui- 
nades, and placards, inscribed with 
tho watchwords of tho apostolical 
party, aro smd to have found thoir 
way into the interior of the roynl 
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paidcc. As tiiu rebels iiicreascd 
in numbers, they also acejuired ad. 
ditional boldness, and it remained 
no longer doubtful, that a bigotted 
and unprinc^lcd priesthood nvere 
.it the bottom of the whole affair, 
and had taken measures for a ri. 
sing in diffc^rent parts of the king, 
dom at once, although the people 
in general were not aware of the 
resources, respectability, and num. 
bers of the conspirators. 

Early in September* cst.ifeltes 
daily arrived in Madrid from Cata. 
Ionia, each bringing intelligence 
Tnorc alarming than his prcdeces. 
sor. First, it was announced that 
ilic main body of the insurgents 
were marching on Jjcrida and Tor- 
tosa ; and it was added, had such 
numerous partisans in those cities, 
tliat nothing but instant succour 
could save them from being taken 
possession of, either by force or by 
treason. The royalist volunteers, 
or provincial militia, of a large 
number of towns and villages, join, 
cd the ranks of the Carlists. Soon 
afterwards, news came that Torto. 
sa and Lerida had fallen into the 
hands of the rebels, who, by the 
end of August, amounted to 17,000 
men, including a corps of troops 9 f 
the lino, to the number of 700 men, 
who, being sent from Saragossa to 
reinforce the garrisons of Calalo. 
nia, divided .the contents of their 
regimental chest, separated into, 
platoons, and proceeded by dHlb. 
rent roads to join the insurgents. 


Terrified by the success and au. 
dacity of the rebels, the authorities 
of Villa Franca, and of some neigh, 
bouring villages, upon learning 
the above facts, fled to Barcelona, 
ill anticipation of the advance of 
the Carlists. Confusion and ter- 
ror now began to fill the north of 
Spai.#. The rebels had met with 
such uninterrupted saccess, that 
by the 0th of September they oc- 
cupied all the mountainous regiou 
back of Barcelona, the plain of 
Tarra'gona, and all the eastern 
coast, and had advanced as far as 
Mongat, a village situated only a 
league and a half from the capital 
0 ^ the principality. It was disco- 
vered that the Agraviados had con- 
iiexionft with disallcctcd persons in 
Guipuscoa, Navarre, Old .Castile, 
and Aragon ; and apprehensioAs 
prevailed, not without cause, that 
commotions of the same kind 
would, ere long, extend through 
the whole of Spain, Nor were 
these apprehensions diminished by 
tho, alleged detection at Madrid of 
a conspiracy, having for its object, 
to create in Galicia and Estrema- 
*durn, the same insurrectionary 
movements as in Catalonia. 

This rebellion, it must be con- 
fessed, was of the most extraordi- 
nary description. It was a war of 
(he church against the state, Iiav- 
*iiig its origin in .1 fanatical zeal for 
royMty, syid* the restoration of the 
inquisition. The insurgents pro- 
I ;sscdly took up arms, not for the 
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sake of liberty, but for a regal go< 
vemment more absolute than that 
which appeared to them to govern 
Spain. They affirmed, that the 
king did not enjoy the power of 
acting as he pleased, and in their 
proclamation declared their object 
to be to release their master from 
captivity, and render him, what 
they insistedihc was not, an abso- 
lute sovereign in the most unquali- 
fied sense of the expression. This 
pretence proved very embarrassing 
to the Spanish govcrnmctit>, be- 
cause it was not easy to satisfy an 
army of ignorant and fanatical zea- 
lots, that the king acted free from 
dictation, and sanctioned only such 
measures as he in his heart ap- 
proved. Precisely such a pretext 
was placed in the front ground of 
all their grievances by the regency 
of Urgcl in the time of the Spanisli 
constitution, ^hich led to the intro- 
duction of the French armies into 
Spain, and the establishment of Uic 
existing government. It was the 
same idlo pretext, that of his being 
a prisoner and acting under com- 
pulsion, which Ferdinand had al- 
leged in justification of number- • 
less acts of the basest perfidy ; and 
the tale was taken up anew in the 
very region where it had wrought 
such wonders before. Another 
circumstance attending the insur- 
rection, tended to increase the em- . 
barrassment of the ministry, llie 
constitution had been overtlirown 
by the machinations of the regency 


of Urgel, assisted by the French, 
who had seized upon the story of 
tho king’s acting under constraint, 
as a reason for aiding a band of re- 
bels overturn the legitimate go- 
vernment of Spain. Here was tho 
same cry, coining from the same 
quarter, at a lime when ihe^Frcach 
armies ought, by agreement, to 
have evacuated the country. ’J'hcy 
who were jealous of the continued 
presence of the Frencli troops, na- 
turally asked themselves the ques- 
tion, whether the same game was 
to be played over again, and whe- 
ther an insurrection, springing up 
on the very borders of France, was 
promoted by her, in order to give 
occasion for persisting in the occu- 
pation of Spain. 

To meet and contradict the alle- 
gation made by the insurgents, 
that the king was oppressed by 
those about him, and did not pos- 
sess the privilege of free agency, 
was one of the main objects of the 
manifesto or despatch to the Mar- 
^quGss ofCampo Sagrado, of which 
wo have before spoken. In this 
document, the minister of war ad- 
duced various facts in refutation of 
the idea, that the king was hold in 
constraint, and the royalists de- 
prived of their just influence at 
court. The prominent members 
of the royalist party, they who had 
proved their fidelity to the crown 
by their suffprings in its cause, by 
tbejr bravery in battle, by the per- 
secutions which they had sustain. 



SPAIN. 


:js: 


*id' on the part of tite constitution- 
alists, had uniformly been prefer- 
red in all appointments to office. 
The secular and regular clergy 
had been restored to their, influ- 
eiicc, and tlic police had passed 
once more into the hands of the 
authorities to wliom it was formerly 
intrusted. The king himself had 
hcen re-established in the pleni- 
tude of his sovereignty ; he had 
caused the ancient laws, and the 
ancient customs, to be observed, the 
corporations to be reinstated in their 
privileg(!s, the revnlulionary pro- 
prietors to be dispossessed, and the 
most vigorous measures adopted 
to preserve the kingdom against 
the evils of innovation. Zambrano 
dilated on those facts, and others of 
the same kind, and inferred there- 
from, tiio senseless and miserable 
character of the revolution which 
the uneasy spirits in Catalonia hud 
planned. Ferdinand might, in- 
deed, most feelingly complain of 
those infuriated ttartisans of slavery 

and fanaticism, who, while he was 
. . • 
sacrificing the welfare of the whole 

country to gralily their prejudices, 
and was thus rendering himself a* 
scorn and a by-word ihrouglimU 
J']uropc and Aiucrica, were now 
fomenting a rebellion against liis 
govermnent on tlie preposterous 
pica (iiat he was a prisoner in the 
hands of lijs enciiiies, and must he, 
rescued from (heir oppression. 

Pusheil into extraordinary vigour 
by the extremity of tlic danger. 


which threatened to produce the 
subversion of the government, and 
to bring all tiic horrors of civil war 
upon their country, the ministry 
now adopted the most decisive and 
efficacious measures for crushing 
the rebellion before it became too 
late. General Monet was appoint- 
ed to act under Campo Sagrado, 
against the armed insurgents. — 
Troops were collected from all 
quarters where tltey could be 
spared, to (he number, it is stated, 
of 18,000 men, and directed to 
march upon Catalonia. Orders 
were sent to the public authorities 
in the principality, to raise money 
l]}r the use of the troops on all the 
funds in the province, civil, milita- 
ry, Of ccclcsiastica!, the punish- 
ment of death being denounced on 
ail who should attempt to*dcfcat or 
oppose the contribution. At the 
.<uniu time, it was atiiiounced that 
the king would atVord a practictil 
refutation of the false pretence that 
he acted under constraint, b\ 
leaving Madrid, and repairing to 
liifi theatre of the insurrection in 
Catalonia, accompanied by his 
brother, the infant Don Carlos. 

While these arrangements wer<' 
ill train at Madrid, the rebels con- 
tinued their operations in Catalo- 
nia, uuimpedec by the local autho- 
rith's, who had no power to resiei 
them, and favoured by tlu? people 
ami the ruvalist voluntei^rs. M liat- 
ever ftia*y have been the criminal 
motives and intentions ol’the chiefs 
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and instigators ot‘ the rebellion, 
there can be no doubt they suc- 
ceeded in persuading the people 
that the king was actually under 
duress, and actually needed their 
succour. Their proceedings be- 
gan to assume a certain degree of 
regularity and form, a provisional 
junta being established at Manre- 
sa, under the presidency of Cara- 
jol, one of the insurgent chiefs in 
the neighbourhood. They gained 
possession of this place in the fol- 
lowing manner. Sr. Hcza, the 
governor of the city, having gone 
out during the niglit witli a patrol 
of royalist volunteers to traverse 
the streets, met another patrol of 
the same corps, nhicli joiiUMl his 
party, and both together 4‘ci/.e<l 
him and lieutenant colonel (’onti, 
vvlio commanded part of a regi- 
ment of a line stationed in the city. 
Afterwards, they .sounded the for- 
sin, and commenced firing on the 
troops of the line, which continued 
until they compelled colonel Conti 
to write an order, commanding hi.s 
soldiers to lay down their arms. 
Having cftected this* object, they 
gave notice to Carajol, who march- 
ed in and took possession of the 
square with his followers, and, as 
we before mentioned, set up a pro- 
visional junta in the city. Here- 
upon, Campo iSagrarlo dr^cmed it 
necessary to issui; a proclama- 
tion, denomicing tbo junta ns ilk;- 
gal, and declaring that all persons 
voluntarily yielding obediencit to 


its orders, would be consideVed 
as violating their allegiance, and 
would be punished accordingly. 
The whole of Catalonia was in a 
state #of open insurrection ; and 
the rebels had obtained possession 
of every part of the [irovince, cx- 
c<*pt Rarcelonn, and a few other 
fortitied places. I'liey were join- 
ed < by general ltoniago.sa, who 
gained some distinction in the 
army of the faith, and had been 
lately governor of Mntaro. A ml 
ill these circiimstaiices, they ac- 
quired so much boldness, that they 
did not hc.<$itato undertaking to 
dictate the condilion.s on which 
they would lay ilowii their arms, 
being nothing less than the re- 
e.stublishmcut of the inquisition, 
and the banishment of all those 
who tilled any otliee under the 
Cortes. For, whatever might he 
the cause or nature of any pub- 
lic grievance, it was easily di.s- 
po.'^ed of, by ca.sting all the blanm 
upon the unfortunate men, who 
sought to confer on their country 
a rational government, and who 
would have succeeded, had they 
been left free from liireign in- 
fluence. (Jampo iSagrado esti- 
mated the number of insurgerit.s 
at this time, who were armed, at. 
20,000 men, in a more or lc.ss 
perfect slate of organization. 

. The intended departure of the 
king was liustimcd by a misfortiino 
wlii<di befel his arms at (^nca del 
Tren, a valh.'v about a league from 
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I'aVragona, where general Monet 
was defeated by the rebels, on the 
I4th of September, he being aller- 
wards obliged to shut himself up in 
Tarragona^ until rcinforccinGiits 
arrived for his relief. The news 
of this defeat occasioned the deser- 
tion of, some of tlie royal troops, 
and the king no longer delayed his 
expedition, which, it was hoped) by 
showing to the insurgents that he was 
entirely free, would induce all the 
well disposed of the iifSurgcnts to 
submit to his authority immediate- 
!y. 'riic queen was appointed to he 
regent of the kingdom during the 
king's absence; and his brother 
Dun Carlos preceded liiin in his 
journey, so as to convince the re- 
bels that nothing was to be expect- 
ed by them in that quarter. Fer- 
dinand Icil Kscurial the ofSep- 
teruber, accompanied only by u 
small suite, and his private secreta- 
ry, Salcedo ; and lost no time in 
])assing on to the scene of the in- 
surrection, having taken Pleasures 
to be supported by a powerful ar-, 
my of the best troops iu th^ king- 
dom, in case their services should 
he needed, large bodies of men bo-' 
ing detached from the army of ob- 
servation for this purpose. His 
first endeavour was, either an act 
of extraordinary liberality, or a vc- 
ry poor and clumsy artifice. He 
invited the. chiefs of the central • 
junta established by the rebels at 
Maiircsa, to repair to Tarragona, 
!•> hold a personal conference with 


him ; assuring them that he would 
come with only a weak escort, and 
would send off all the military in 
the place to Barcelona, during the 
time that the conference and dis- 
cussion lasted. It is not to be sup- 
posed that any persons in their si- 
tuation would accept such a propo- 
sal without some better guaranty 
than the word of a maji so destitute 
of good faith as Ferdinand. 

Ills ultimate success w'os proba- 
bly greater than he expected. 
Whether it was the imposing effect 
of an army of 20,000 men that in- 
timidated the rebels, or whether 
the course pursued by the king 
satisfied them of his free agency, 
ccilain it is, that the rebels submit- 
ted mucli more readily than was 
anticipated. During the month of 
October, accounts w'ere continugl- 
ly received of the submission of 
armed bands, and of Aic active pur- 
suit of those who held out, by th*c 
count dTjspanu, and other gene- 
rals, in the service of the king. 
On the Sth of October, the royal 
decree, commanding the Agravia- 
dos to lay down their anus in twcii- 
ty-fuur hours, on pain of being 
shot for contumacy, was received 
at Puyeerda, when the town was 
instantly evacuated by the insur- 
gents, who took the road to Vich. 
11 pun the same decree being re- 
ceived at the liyst named place, the 
rebels continued their retreat to- 
wards* iftanrcsa, at this time the 
head quarters of (ho insurgent 
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chiefs. The count d’Espafia speedi. 
ly cleared Lampoureaii, tlic dis. 
trict where the greatest disorder 
existed, of all the rebels, who were 
shot, dispersed, fled across the 
frontier, or submitted themselves 
to the royal clemency. Very few 
serious engagements occurred; and 
where they did, the royal troops 
were general ly successful . Large 
bodies of the insurgents laid down 
their arms from time to time ; and 
at length the junta of Manresa 
made its submission, with the ex- 
ception of the president Carajoi, 
who escaped by flight. Thus, by 
the beginning of November, the in- 
surgent army had ceased to exist, 
having no longer any organization, 
any ctiiefs, or any centre of opera- 
tions ; and in fact none of its num- 
bgr remaining in arms, except a 
few scanty and scattered bands, 
who took refuge from pursuit in 
ttie mountains. Ecclesiastics, 
monks, and ofl[iccrs,flcd into France 
in great numbers, never ceasing to 
profess the honesty of their inten- 
tions, and deeming themselves Wor- 
thy of reward, rather than punish- 
ment, for what they had done. 

The insurrection, as such, being 
now at an end, measures were taken 
to punish some of tlic prominent 
offenders, and to prevent the re- 
currence of like disorders for the 
future. Peremptocy orders were 
issued to ^1 persons, of whatefer 
rank and condition, except nobles, 
and others specially privileged, 


who had taken no part in the late 
scandalous revolt, to deliver up all 
their arms, of whatever descrip- 
tion, to the bailiffs of their respec- 
tive villages. Numerous executions 
took place at Tarragona, of indivi- 
duals, whose activity in the insur- 
rection, or whose rank, rendered 
them fit subjects to bo made exam- 
ples of public justice, although 
many of the criminals so executed 
had submitted on the faith of a 
promised amnesty. Rut the go- 
vernment seemed to think it unne- 
cessary to keep terms with incor- 
rigible rebels and disorgauizers : 
and, therefore, showed little mercy 
to persons of this description. Jus- 
tice was inflicted indiscriininutely 
on clergy and laymen, notwith- 
standing the disposition of the cc- 
clesiastics to insist upon their pri- 
vileges, for the purpose of screen- 
ing persons of their order. Four 
of the monks, who had participated 
in the rebellion, were sentenced to 
death by the military cuinmission 
appointed for the trial of the re- 
bels ; but the archbi.shop of Tarra- 
gona, when required to degrade 
them from their clerical rank, ac- 
cording to the usages of the church, 
refused to comply. Notwithstand- 
ing his refusal, however, tlie priests 
were proceeded against as rebels 
apprehended in the fact, and strong- 
gled, according to the laws of the 
country, it being impossible, in any 
other way, to maintain obedience 
to the laws, and the constituted go- 
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verhinent. Some commerciiil pri- 
vileges were bestowed upon Barce- 
lona, to conciliate the disaffected 
Catalonians, and TeDeum was sung 
in the churches in honour of the 
king's success, and thus ended the 
affair for the time. 

Rut where life administration of 
afiairs ls so radically defective, 
and where a whole nation is l^o- 
rougtily pervaded by faction, po- 
verty, misrule and corruption, it isj 
not the suppression of single in/ 
surrection, or the execution of a 
single band of rebels, which cafi 
suflico to restore public tranquillity. 
Nothing but a complete revolution 
in the entire system, and the sub- 


stitution of a firm, but moderate 
and equal government, in place of 
the present combination of despo- 
tism and anarchy, of violence and 
weakness, will renovate the fallen 
fortunes of distracted Spain. Whe- 
ther this can be effected by the in- 
ternal resources of the Spaniards 
themselves may be doubted. Had 
Spain been left free from foreign 
interference, after thd fall of Na- 
poleon, the high-minded citizens 
who then obtained the direction of 
affairs, might have gradually pro- 
duced a state of qualified prosperi- 
ty, such as the people of that un- 
happy country have long ceased to 
enjoy. 




CIlAFlT.lt XVlli; 

Gmceand Turkey, — Janissari^^Aiiempte im nJ3hi¥4kim'^Rf^iMd % 
Mahmoud--^ The Topschis^Thk^icip, regtdatiotts^^Insurrectwn of the 
Janmarifis^Hoti) reprcssed--CfnJlagraluin of Cmtonftfiop2e---2Vietc 
troops-^Stale of Oree^in IS'M'i^Siege of Metsdmghi^Mimdis and 
. tke jleet — Emits of the skge-— Fall of Mesgolungki^Sntmer of 1626 
— Assembly of Fpulaitrus^Cmmmion of government — Third Na* 
iional Assrmhhj — Mew government — Capo d'Iskria elected President — 
His character — Sir Richard Church and Ijord Cochrane — Greek hans 
-- Enterprises of tin Turks — Samos-^Tke Morea — Athens invested^ 
Karaiskaki’-^ Disturbance at Hydra^ Frigate llellas^Greek army 
in Mtica-^Turks massacrcd-^Kcd^hkoki*s death — Battle of the 
icrofiolis^OJ'ers of capitulation — SuSt^der^Disiurbanees at Na~ 
imU-^Cockraiie^s movmenis — State of (Jmee, July^ 1627 — Greek pira> 
Confrilrtilwns — l^rntorol of iilf. Pelmliwgh — AVgoHalionsot Con- 
stani'nmph-^yhinifesto of the Porte — Treaty of Lomhm-^Ne^otiatipns- 
-^■Rattle of Mamrhio-^Efects on Ihrahim^Upon the Turks-^Tfte 
ambassadors leave Constantinople, ^ 

Along the eastern extremity of tive in tbe proper place, we now 
iCucupo, events of the highest im- proceed to relate, 
port, and deepest interest, have Taught by fatal experience du- 
iatciy been hurrying on with fear * , rio^ tbe^^reek war, of the inef^ 
ful rapidity of succession.'^ The cacyof tj^resent organiaation of 
total revolution effected mjjik cha. his army^^f^^ well aware of the 
i'acter of the Turkish a^y— the Murbulent^l^ d^gerous disposi- 
fall of Messolurighi — tno prostra- tion of the " Jlai^i^arieSj^ i^^na^ 
tion of the Greeks before the Bgyp- also by tbe success of ti^*|aciiii of 
tian forces— tho interpoeWon of Egypt, in 1826 anllan .^a^ngsud 
'he. aUicvS, consummated by the dc- zealously undertook^ and ini^utely 
''isivo battle of Navarino ; such accomplished, the reformation of 
ore prominent points in the history • his whole militivy force. He was 
of that quarter of the world, which, av^rc, that some knowledge of the 
(he thread of our nacrd- tacticyof' modern European war- 
4S ^ 



394 \:NM Ai. ItKtllSTER, 


fare ^vas to the ^lulvutioii 

of the Turkish empire, and a more 
rigid subordination, ami sterner dis- 
cipline among tlie troops, ecpiuliy 
essential to the stability of the 
reigning dynasty. The haughty 
attitude assumed by Russia in tho 
late negotiations at Ackcrmuuu, 
not less than the obstinate resis- 
taiace of the Gre/**'i, proved the 
former fact. The growing inso- 
lence of the Janissaries clearly 
established the latter. This cclc- 
brated militia had for cc;4uries 
composed the main force of the 
armies of the Porte. Once they 
had been as famous for their cou. 
rage, and their victories, as th^y 
now were for insabordination and 
corruption. These Prffitoriar. bands 
of Turkey had, in fact, rendered 
tl^bmselvcs masters of the siihan 
and the government, not loss than 
chosen champions of titc empire. 
They deposed the Ottoman empe- 
rbrs at will, and continually barter, 
ed away the crown, to him who 
would bestow the richest largesses 
and greatest privileges in exchange; 
Being recruited from ^he very dregs 
of the populace, they were dis- < 
tlnguished by the inveteracy of 
their prejudices against every salu- 
tary innovation, and lost all tho 
mhrits of a barbarian soldiery; in 
the dissolute round of revolt and 
riot, which formed their chief occu-. 
pation. iTJcy were no Jongerahe 
bulwark of the Mahometan .eligion 
against the encroachments f/’ sur- 


vounding Cliristian povvero. Then 
fanaticism regarded all improve- 
ments in discipline, equipments, 
arms and tactics, as iieresies from 
the true laith ; and of course they 
had ceased to be capaule of with- 
stamling a modern army, appointed 
and manoeuvred according to the 
qpuges of tho states of christen - 
doM. Every maxim of policy, 
w'very principle of self-preservation, 
dictated tlie expediency and ncces- 
sity of subotiluting a regular force 
for the undisciplined rabble, which 
now bore the name of a Turkisit 
army. 

A seribus attempt to ctfccl the ob 
ject had already been made ,withi)'. 
the present century. The remain - 
of the garrison winch defended St. 
Jean d’Acre so bravely, were form- 
ed by the sultan >Selim into a bods 
of troops called Nizamy-Gedid, 
oa soldiers of the new regulations, 
who signalized themselves in Bul- 
garia and Roumclia, and rendered 
the advantages of European disci- 
plino apparent. Rut the jealousy 
of th'o Janissaries, combining with 
the famticism of the people, com- 
pelled feu ’ini to disband the Ni/.a 
my-Godid iO 1807. Their entire 
dispersion, the dethronement ot 
Sblirn, the short reign of Mustaphi*. 
and the succesrion of the presen! 
sultan, Mahmoud, qiiickly follow- 
ed, and thus one attempt coInp)ct(^ 
ly failed of success. Afterw^ard : 
an endeavour wuH made to uttuii' 
the same object, bv oiffanizim' se- 
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tcci cui]j}junic», called Scymoiib', 
among tiic Janissaries themselves ; 
hut this likewise proved abortive, 
and the Ulenjahs even denoimced 
the vonge?ince of the prophet 
against all who should again pro- 
pose to introduce the discipline of 
the Frapks into the Ottoman army. 

But the lapse of twenty years, 
and the dear bought experieiic\of 
the existing wars, had produced a\ 
visible change in tltc views and# 
feelings of all but the .fanissarics. 
l\rahrnoud had seen his host troops 
routed by the half armed and un- 
paid insurgent soldiery of Greece, 
while the latter had, in their turn, 
speedily fallen heforc Ibrahim's 
I'^^yptian troops, whose ciiicf ex- 
( olloncc consisted in their amcna- 
hlcnoss to discipline, and their 
iaujwledgo of European drill and 
tactics. The ffultan, therefore, 
conceived, u plan for remodelling 
his army ; and after consulting with 
the dignitaries of the empire, and 
heads of religion, and assuring 
himself of their. hearty support, he, 
set about preparing his measures 
with secrecy and dcspatt^lf He 
was ably assisted in thi^esigD.by ‘ 
the seraskier Ilusseiu Pacha, on 
officer of great decision of charac. 
tur, and popular on account of bis 
many victories, w\io. commanded 
ihe Topscliis, or artillerymen. This 
corps amoiuitcd to M,(X)0 men, 
and was necessarily orgauived, in 
^jome degree, altt*r the Kuroitcaii 
berausr ib«* nature of such 


lorce hardly ;idmit?i oi anv other 
form of discipline. Tlic sultan 
commence d Ins operations liv en- 
larging this corps, to which lie 
looked for support agaiiii^t the Ja- 
nissaries, in case, as there was 
every reason to anticipate, the con- 
templated changes should encoun- 
ter any formidable opposition. The 
Topschis wdll ! mu?w tlyit they were 
hated by the Janissaries,, and that 
nothing but Mahmoud's success 
could insure their own existence. ' 

Harillfg taken these preliminary 
steps, in the beginning of June, 
1826, Mahmoud commenced liis 
intended operations. The new re- 
g^ations, promulgated by him, 
re$^rcd that a certain number of 
men .^ouM be selected from each 
company of the Janissaries^ and en- 
rolled to form the nucleus of a n^w 
army, intended to be drilled in the 
European exercise *and tactics^ 
Additional pay was promised the 
soldiers belonging to this new 
corps, viffioso designation, and uni- 
fonn,’8nd appointments, were all 
studiously selected, so as not to of. 
fend the dangerous prejudices of 
the people and the old army. Hie 
officers of the Janissaries were* all 
sworn to maintain the new system, 
which was solcnmly consecrated 
by the TJlomahs, hi presence of the 
troops and the assembled multitude 
of ordinary spectators. Some 
hppe was emiortamed, in'these cir- 
cumsljjhicos, that the Janissaries 
wf»i.VA noacoaWv u«’au;csc»‘ in the 
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change. But the de(>ortincnt of 
the Jicw recruits speedily undccei- 
vcd those, if any such there wei^*, 
who had anticipated a bloodless re- 
form in the army, t^nd tlie event 
joatilied the precautions of the sul- 
tan, in preparing to meet an ex- 
plosion* 

SigjQSpf approaching iiisnrrcc- 
tion first appparedJrjiL^ 14th, when 
the Janissaries began to assehiblc 
in groups, plainly contemplating 
sdme concerted movement of im- 
portance. The actual revbikcom. 
menced at midnight, by the tnai'ch 
of a troop .of the mutineers to/ the 
hotel of the Aga of the Janissaries, 
for the (tUTpose of murdering hint*, 
fot ho having found means ^ 9 . 
eape from (heir search, th'e^’^rati- 
fied their revenge by pilhiglng his 
hopsehol^, and committing outra- 
ges upon his family. They made 
the Same* attempt, upon Ne<iachib 
Effendi, the agept of MohainmCd 
Aii Pacha ; but bap{vBy, \\ ith no 
better success ; for be also hud 
escaped.. Meanwhile, another body 
of iW rebels bad attacked and 
lag^ the palace o( the Porte, 
which the grand vizier abandoned 
at lheir approach. And at (lay. 
hrct^.theja'niilsa^^ who were in 
^ Jipnrachs, carried their camp 
to the square of Atmcidan ; 
^^ttSed proclamation to be 
iii^,that every mpri belonging to 
their prdci^should repair tliiiber^s 
the place of rendezvous. ^ 

But (he sultan resolute! v on<^ »m- 


tcred the galhfring sfnuii, .i?v 
showed himself fully ctjuul jo ih*: 
occasion. He instantly left his 
summer palace on the Kuropeau 
shorev and repaired to the seraglio ; 
and in a sliorl time, the grand vi- 
zier, with the great oflicers of 
state, the inufii, and the piiucipai 
[Ileinahs assembled at a pavili(.)n 
in tCie neighbourhood. Here they 
^‘aited until the requisite troops 
Were marched up to the aid of the 
sultan. These hud been collecting 
under the orders of the Aga, ol 
Mohammed Pacha, coniinundor of 
the Asiatic cam]), and of HuRsfuu 
Pacha. Their etiective force con- 
sisted of a large body of cannoneciJ!! 
and bombardiers, with, ordnance 
from the batteries of Tophana. Sti- 
mulated by the pressure ofthe emer- 
gency, IVlahlnoud himself superin- 
tended tlie preparations in person. 
All true believers were summoned 
to arms by proclamation throughout 
Constantinople and the suburbs ; 
and (ho sacred standard of the 
Prophet, feaervod only for extruor. 
dinaiy occasions, was unfurled, as 
the. ru\jjng pennt of (hose who 
•choifo^o^hcre to religion and the 
throne ; ana they were not slow in 
thronging to the defence of (he 
Buftah against 4ie revolted Janissa- 
ries. ^ 

Having lurw concentrated a force 
.which he know to hu sufficient , 
Mahmoud suipmoned the mutineers 
to rf^ftair to the standard of (he pro. 
phetjUi tokeuof their submission to 
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ns Will. Hut aiilioiigh threu timc.s 
.'(iiniiionciJ to obey, the Janissaries 
ubstiimteiy refused to do so, unless 
the sultan abolished the new regu. 
latiuns, and sacriticed the gri|nil vi. 
’/.iers, fliisscin Pacha, the Aga, and 
.Nedschib h'Aetidi. Disdaining to 
temporize any* longer, Afabmoud 
ordcrcii his troops forthwitii to 
march upon the mutineers, «^nd 
treat them as public enemies, pA 
out of the protection of law by tho 
muHi’s fctvva. His ationdarits witu 
ilii!iculty dissuaded him from lead- 
mg on the uFsuuit in person. Th/s 
4luty was intrusted to Hussein Pa- 
cha. He marched in upon the r^- 

hols!, willi an impetuosity which 
they found it impossible to with- 
stand, drove them into the barracks, 
which he haltered with cannon shot 
and bond) shells, and completely 
itefoatod and dispersed all ulio cs- 
capodfroin the (lames of the burn- 
ing barracks, and survived the 
dreadful slniigiiter of the battle. 
The fiigitivea were pursued, taken, 
tried by a military commission, 
wiiich held ite sittings l)onoiith tents 
on the Atrneidan, aftd exef^ted or 
'^ent to imprisonment wi^tout delay.* 
These events roleaied the sul- 
tan from all inducements to deal 
gently with tho Janittsaries, and 
})roha()ly furthered his ulterior ob- 
ject of entirely reforming tho disci- 
plino of hi^ army* On the 10th of 
June, he issued a procianmtion, de- 
nouncing the .laniHsaries an ii^vcie- 
nmj and incurable rebels, abolish- 


:ib7 

iiig the name rind tnc order, with 
all its distinctive badges and privi- 
leges, for ever ; and decreeing 
the formation of new bodies of re- 
gular troops, by tlto appellation of 
Askeri-Aluharninedije, victorious 
soldiers of Mahomet. To com- 
plete the annihilation of the hated 
class, their barracks were demo- 
lished, and ‘>ejr insignia trampled 
under foot by the niiifti, and destroy- 
ed. All the posts previously occupied 
by them were committed to the cus- 
tody ,c<i^ artillerymen, or bostand- 
schis. Not only were the Janissa- 
ries themselves pursued with relent- 
less fury, and so soon as appre- 
hended, haqdcd over to the execu. 
ti^r ; but all who had any con- 
nextbfi with them, or expressed any 
sympathy: for their fate, were in- 
voivcd in the same unsparing pro- 
scription, Thousands of porters, 
pumpers, and watchmen, who iu 
times past had made common catlSe 
with the Janissaries, and had not 
been idle spectators of the late 
troubles, were siiipped off to Asia, 
artd banished for ever from Con- 
stontinoplc, , Ail who harboured 
the proscribed individuals, or gave 
the slightest cause oV suspicion, in- 
evitably incurred the punishment 
of death or exile. By .such mea- 
sures of prompt and merciless 
Turkish vengeance, the tranquillity 
,of the capital^ was effectually se- 
cured for the time. * 

BiA *notwitl)standii]g tbe vigi- 
lai’/iC of the police, disaffected indi- 
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viduais remained in the city, who, 
although intimidated at first, yet in 
a month or two, began to aciiuire 
boldness, in spite of the indiscrimi- 
nate use of the axe^ bow-string, 
and drowning, which almost deso- 
lated the streets of Constantinople. 
At every symptom of discontent, 
multitudes were instantly sacrifi- 
ced ; whether ^^ujltfjef^ot was less 
roatertid, when the primary pur|)osc 
\v^ rnerely to strike terror among the 
disorderly populace. But on the 3 1 st 
of August, a most destructi^» fire 
broke out in Constantinople, which, 
as h appeared simultaneously in op- 
posKe and distant quarters of the city, 
was generally ascribed to thevcn>,^ 
gef nce'oftbe disbanded Janissai^s. 
The day had been fixed for tdkiog 
down the sacred standard, and re* 
placing it with great ceremony in 
the apartment allotted for the pre- 
servation of thib and other precious 
of the prophet, llie cohfia- 
gratfOD raged for thiriy^six hours, 
notwithstanding all the efforts made 
by die government to arrest its pro- 
gress,. and consumed houses to t£e 
number six thousand, making 
nearly an eighth part of this exten- 
eft? immense maga- 

sines Jknqwti by the name of khans, 
Mp^ns, and (scbarschis, and the 
hajhtb of ofAhe great officers 
of]^,.^ptre, iocluditig the palace 
offfie feirto, which the grand vizier 
oceiiptod," were reduced . to^ ashcl, 
and an enormous quantity of \>ub. 
lie and private property dovouVfd 


by the Dailies. To prcviiiii setij 
tious or evil disposed persons front 
taking advantage of the confusion 
of the inhabitants, and pillaging 
goodS; or otherwise aggravating 
the calamity, a large body of troops 
was drawn up in the seraglio, in 
order of battle, and ail the streets 
were occupied by parties of sol- 
diei^. The government loll no* 
f^ug untried, which could diminish 
relieve the sufieriiigs of the peo- 
ple, rendered houseless, and lioinc* 
less, and reduced to indigence in 
nluldtudes by the unsparing ele* 
ment. And relying perhaps partly 
upon the consternation which thi.v 
calamity occasioned all over the 
city, ailer the fite had ceased, the 
sultan broke up the camp, which 
had been iiiaintaincd in the interior 
of tlic seroglio since the 15th of 
.furie ; and the grand vizier, with 
the other ministers of state, fixed 
his residence in the former palace 
of the Aga of the Janissaries. 

Meanwhile, during the summer 
iponths, fhe government had ac* 
lively pursued the plan of changing 
the disc!|l|brie of the army. cf. 
Actually ^ expeditiously had the 
mutiny in ttie capita! been sup- 
pressed, thht the ^Janissaries in the 
provinces generally submitted with- 
out resistance to the orders of sul* 
tan Mahmoud. The imuums in all 
the mosques, publicly read the im- 
perial firtnari, .which explained the 
state of ufiairs, and enjoined Itnpli* 
oi* olu’dii'ti^^* In t!)^* Ti»’n' n*i!oh' 
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Every where carnpH \vi;rc 
I'yrnicd fo (IrilJ the troops in the 
discipline of the Franks, under the 
direction of Egyptian oflicers, and 
wi'h the hcHp of translations hastily 
inade from *such European 'books 
a.*- ”^cre accessible to the Turks. 
All tlio barbarcus energy of des- 
potisin' being put in requisition to 
attain the object in view, upwards 
of twenty thousand troops in Cv n- 
stantinoplc and its environs, ha* 
acquired the new discipline bofor'c 
the end of the year. Occasional 
disturbances occurred in the course 
of the autumn, which the sultan 
quelled by means as desperate as 
they were elTeclual. Spies of ei. 
thcr sex, disguised so us to pervade 
tlie whole city, without being known 
as such, quickly denounced to the 
government every murmur of dis- 
cuiiteiil or sedition, 'fhe punislN 
inent of instant death was inllicted, 
after the fire, upon all persons who 
spread sinister reports concerning 
the government, or spoko of the 
public aflairs. If mcri|they were 
executed upon the spot where thc^' 
were seized ; if women, lljfey were 
strangled, and thrown iO the scu^ 
Nevertheless, the Janissaries made 
another attempt to produce disor- 
der by sotting firo to the citt in 
October, and availing themselves 
of the occasion to cifect a junction 
with the malcontents on the Euro- 
pean side of the Rospliorus. The 
government detected this plot, 
which ended iu the execution of one 


thousand live hiiiitircd of iho keep- 
ers of the imperial sheep-folds, 
who were implicated in the con- 
spiracy, and tlic banishment of all 
the rest of that class, whilst orders 
were sent to the pacha of. the 
Asiatic side to exterminate the 
Janissaries, wheresoever found. 

Leaving this scene of horror, we 
now pass to the theatre of the war, 
where the Greeks uad not suffered 
the less for the desperate struggle 
carried on in the capital, betwe,iBn 
the Janissaries and their unforgiving 
master. We closed our account of 
events there in 1S25, with the relief 
of Mesaolutighi in August, and the 
unsuccessful attempt of the Greeks 
il^)on the Egyptian' fleet, in thehar- 
hoiiV,^ of Alexandria. Soon after- 
wards, general Goura recovered 
the important position of Salona, 
which the Turks had recently dap- 
tured ; in cotisoqu^ce of which 
the sentskier Hcldschid retiredito 
Vrachoti, to be more certain of 
retaining his communications yiiih 
Arta. We left Ibrahim Pacha at 
Calamata, having concentrated his 
forces upon Tripolizza, waiting for 
reinforcements from Egypt. Miau- 
lis made strenuous eftbrts to as- 
semble a soifiGient flee^t to prevent 
the debarkation of the expected 
troops and stores ; but owing to 
unexpected disputes, the squadrons 
of Spe/zia and Ipsarn did not join 
lijin ; and hu was c impelled to 
sail ^ Mhd gulf of Lcpauio, with 
no^ 0 but the Hydriot vessels. He 
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fell la with a large division of the 
combined Turkish aud Egyptian 
fleet off Clorenzai late in Novem- 
ber ; and although he easily de- 
fended himself again8,t.their unskil- 
ful a|MC) yet his force was too 
Ai^/to nii^eitake any ofifonsive 
npi^ons, especially on account 
cffthe ^neeof the Spezziot fire- 
alto; AceoijdjOgfafa^e Turkish 
ito; itoy arrived at. Patras, and 
BdOO iM U> rein- 
flto Ibrahim’s armyV Wi|h pi^ 
of these troops he sailed lip the 
gdifi end defeated a detachment of 
Gfftto who were marching th 
; -euccoiir Blessolungh^ and then 
to^fl’ he joined the seraskiez, 
a^ they proceed^ ,tb|ptbey^ 
rpi^e fee blockade of that ^ace 
%iN)atolto^ 

feerato^ wm how 
oto ajjito dtoly feyesM hf fee 
S|iypti|a.aiimyr^^to^ by Altw- 

prp^ 

Aiha- 

ttito fee; Albaman 

^bto;bi 0 ^ lejPpeto and aceufed 

: ' batoed; toto 

^ i - of^ 

the to 

fee Aibatohs wto 
fee outpoto ond on* 
fibffl fee Egyptoi« 
jto&iy notbing^of conse- 
qotoe tok place, fee troops Ung 
toployed in forming the batterlwt, 


(ran^rting;s|iOl> shells, aud am* 
muntoOf to fee;eamp, and in cut* 
ting fescito telll up the ditches. 
For this laborious service the hardy 
Araba proved much more compC' 
tent than the Albanians, notwith- 
standing the inclemency of the 
W6afeer> end the constant hto^l^ips 
to which they were necessarily 
su^cted. Most of the shot and 
lells for the siege were transported 
m Crio Nero to the camp, a dis- 
tance of fell/ hours’ march, upon 
t|i6 heads of fee Arabs. Ibrahim 
obeasionaJly tod a few shots iirom 
the batteries, or threw sheila into 
fee town, during this period, but 
m mainly engaged* in prepara- 
tions for a determined attack. 

Meanwhile, Miaulis had spared 
no exertions to impodo these pre- 
parations, and prevent the fell of 
Messoiunghi, an event which he 
knew must be fetal to the hopes of 
the patriots in Western Greece. 
Unless he could, open , fee harbour 
by a wic^ful attack upon the 
to to fee town 
1^ sealed. Me sue- 
fefto fe bringing up the 
Gptotoj^^PMriote sqnaSrons, 
a^ dpptoA off fee gulf of Le- 
pato, 90tht 

flto .Two days torwards the 
bptototo’” ontmuntered each 
etor^ to were separated by fee 
violence, of fee easteriy winds. 
Another engagement took place 
the 37th, in which the Turks lost a 
frigate and corvette. But all thn 
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tlul liUle low anls niisingthn block- 
ade, and, llieroforc, without follow- 
irig all tlio partial attempts ol* Miaii- 
'^is^o «b-iv*T>tlie Turkish ships from 
I heir positif>p, we may stale,* once 
for all, that his endeavours througii- 
ont proved entirely fruitless, and the 
garriso'j received no elleclive aid 
from the Ih.'ei of their coimirv men. 

. All things being jirepared iiiV e 
camp of the besiegers for a vigo' 

) oils attack, tlie e,a)»ilan pacha sen', 
.1 message to the (i reeks hy the 
eaptaiii of the Hritish ship of wa,' 
Hose, ollering to the garrison terms 
ol capitulation. Tho Turkish army 
rvcceded ‘4(1,000 men, of whom 
sOOO were disci[dinctl KgyptianSi 
" wirtrliatteries managed by Ncupo- 
litan and Piinlniontosc cnginecis. 
The garrison, on the other hand, 

< on>isted of less than ‘4000 men, 
whoso ellicieiit force was a body of 
Souliotes eominaiuled NotoHozza- 
I IS, a brav(3 old man of a family of 
In Toes. Acting under the advice 
of their general, the garrison rc. 
(dved lo hold out to the lost ; and« 
they replied lo the capitan pac^a, 
tliat they stood ready to draend the 
town to the last drop of vUoir hlood, 
and that they trusted to repel. Ibra- 
him now, as they had the fl6ra.sj(>er 
IxTore him. This answer, of course, 
put an end to all hopes, of accom- 
modation, anil the parlies prepared 
for the approaching encounter. 

At longtli Ibrahim opened his 
batteries upon the town in Feitrua- 
IV,* and maintained a continued 


l3iimbardment umii the 4Mh of tin 
niMiitli, when ho cummarided a ge- 
neral assault, in v. hicli, after a des 
perato <:<jnlest, lie was rc[mlsed 
with iIjc lo'^s of oOOO men. A few 
da\s afterwurds he was again re- 
pulsed in a similar assault. Check- 
ed, in some degree, hy these re- 
versc.s, Ihrahini no'v begun lobcml 
bis attention tuiho ..Ijwer, but alsn 
surer inctliod, of starving the be- 
sieged into submission. Piv raeays 
of a fortress on the small island ol 
Vassiladi, the garrison of Messo- 
lunghi received provisions in small 
vc.ssols front Zanteond Cephaloniti. 
Ibrahim obtained possession of 
this fortress on the 0th of March, 
and on the 13th ho gained the 
island of Anatolico ; so that his fleet 
had thus full control over all the 
waters of the harbour, and c.\cluded 
all suedour of whatever descrip- 
tion, fromi approaching Messolup- 
g^, however, to at- 

tain bis objoet, Ibrahim repent edh 
uttahked tho town by land and sea, 
in ^o most furious manner, bc- 
twoou tho middle and the end of 
the month, liut the desperate and 
devoted courage. of the little garri- 
son balHed ail his attempts. In 
the last of these sanguinary cn- 
gagcnicnts, Ibrahim led on his 
troops himself, and succeeded in 
penetrating a considerable dis- 
taneo, hut he vVas resisted the 
'garrisou.eiilrcnched behind a ram- 
part .)f hogsheads filled with sand, 
ae i once iiioie repiilseil. with 
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.1 oi‘ ‘J(H)I) of the bravest 

«.)1* Ills followers. 

After this, Ibrahim contented 
iiimsclf with eonvertiii*; the siege of 
the place into a close blockade, and 
patiently awaiting the elleets of 
famine in compelling tin* garrison 
to surrender. Yet, notwithstanding 
the wretchedness of their eondition, 
the garrison iMnssohinghi con- 
tinued to hold out with most indo- 
mitable resolution, t'tn the ‘.Jd 
of* April, Ibrahim siimmoned the 
tireeks to surn’iider, cn:ra]?!iig to 
save their lives, ai»d to al!»>w them 
to proceed where they pleased 
within the limits. Hut they re- 
solved, with truly Spartan spirit, Jo 
flio rather than voluntarily giv<‘ up 
a post which they had so huig de- 
reiidcd, /rin ir counlrymcn seeto- 
f tj.ln have ahandoued them to sun- 
fie.'iriK'tioii : ur rather the nume- 
rous foree,-- J»f the sera'<kier by 
land, and the blockading fleet by 
sea, rendered it absolutely itnpo'-- 
sible for the Ureek.s, with the scanty 
resources which they possessed, to 
relievo the heroic defenders of 
Alessolunghi. 'J’heii» final resolu- 
tion W'as taken, to nut their way 
through their besieg« rs, or perish 
in the attempt ; and they turned a 
deaf ear, therefore, to the offer.', fif 
capltfdafion, which Ihrahiin ren»*w. 
od on the iilsi of April, when tin- 
gnrri.son and flie vwlmlo' popuhitiori 

• if f!ie town \\er«‘ suflV-ciu^ all !hc 

• • 

worst horrors of actual family*. It 
■' liTipo'-sibie no* !■) afliuiie ih'Vjie- 


roic self-devotion of these unl'ortu^ 
nato men, who emulated, in some 
degree, the conduct of the celebra- 
ted inhabitants of Nuinantia on 
a likci iwcn.sioii. And the appal- 
ling fate of the people of Messo- 
lunghl themselves, is only Ic.ss* 
dreadful than the desperate self 
sacrifice of the Nuinantines*. 

The plan adopted hy the garri • 
foil and p<‘ople of Mcssohmgbi. 
was such as ab.solute despair alone 
could have dictated. Tlie men 
Vapahlc of hearing arms, were to 
eiideavii'ii- to force- their wac 
through the besieging camp, in 

which llii‘\ ciilculaicil lo succeed, 

l>y the help (d’ an attack to be made 
simultaneously by a bund, of lion- 
mebots in Ihrabiin’s rear ; and des. 
penile as the attempt was, they en- 
tertained no hop(‘s of safely but by 
these me;ins. At the same time, 
Muh i'f tiie (dd men, women and 
children, as roidd not partiripati* 
in this daring enterprise, rliose a 
voluntary dealfi, rather than snh- 
lui.ssioii to the merciless ranks of 
Aral) sa\;i'.' . I i!!!i nuining pait 
«»f liic ^^v. u, and charging the mine:’ 
• with gunpowder, they prepared to 
bury rliemsi;l\(‘-; and thi ir em-mies 
in f'ommoii ilc -:riicii<<ii. At tie* 
appointed lime, the .'-uiviving po^ 
pulafion of' Alessolunghi was as- 
srmblcd. 'riicre remained 
.Soldiers, KMH) artificers, or otliei 
men united (ff fighting, ami about 
women and ciiildren. i\Ian> 
of the women, win* imugined thorn 
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selves strong ciiougli to brave tlie 
fatigues and danger of the sortie, 
dressed thcinselves in male attire, 
Nin order tliat if they shuuhl be 
unable to eseape ibe enemy, iImt 
miglit bo mi'slakeii for snliii.e.-, ; lei 
puttoiloath ontbesp(jt. Sumeef 
them wrire oune(rtlnl dagiiors, 
witli wbieb to defend tln ni'jelves if 
altaeked, or at least, n» secure* t!u*ir 
bodies fnjiii violaliMii or seruiude. 
Of llie .sii.’li, aged, a)id infants, a 
largo crowd dccnpinl (he* pnwtler 
magazine, when; flu* prmiate (’a]v 
salis, stood ready n* aiiply tin; 
mateb when the b:nl>aiiiu\s >luuild 
arrive. 

rnfortunately, Iltrahim obtained 
-inUJljgj^eo of their tlesigti, and 
whoa the garrison sallied out (.n 
the UvJd of \pril tlie\ Ibimd tlie 
'i'urks and Egyptians prepared to 
meeive iliein uf ever\ ireiieli and 
ballerv. Uogardb.'ss, liovM. vcr, of 
the danger that impended, the 
(I reeks riislied upon the besiegers, 
and aliboiigb mullitudis fell ot' 
eourse in tlie uneipiid oamteM, \et^ 
hOl) of (lie most n’solule :n tually 
eiit their way (lii’ough, ami i«unod 
Karaiskaki and liis Koumeliots in 
the moimtiiins. \mid tlic confu* 
sion of ilio sack of the town, the 
mines were sprung but imperfect- 
iy ; and the iuliabitants did mtt 
meet liie instant ami um!i.^(iMgulsll. 
mg deiiib wliieb they desired. Hut 
a body of the barbarian'^, wb(» rusli- 
•■d to the powder magazine, .ex- 
ticcting to find fh«» wenlfli 'd' the 


iriiiabitaiits depo.sileii there. in(:< 
the* fate they deserved in tlif3 o]> 
portune explosion of the building, 
b\ tlie voluntary act r.f the self- 
de\oted Cafo-ulis, and bis nrdbrlu. 
nate conipaiiions. ll would be iin- 
grateful to deserd)*'. ami it is ea- 
sier to (inagine, the .-lii/ekiiig seem* 
of carnage ami ptdlutiun wliieb I'li- 
sued, wlicn the IuvnIv^s Egyptian'^ 
wen; let loo*-!; upon the ilefema !■>' 
rrliesof the population of . Mh-m dun 
gin. S’liliee it to >a\. That tin. 
male ^jojiulatioii al"»\ e the ago of 
twelve year"', was n it to «ieafb on 
the .spot . and tlie w'rnm ii and e'ul- 

drrii NNlio Mii'vi\t:d I’.in lioiTors oi 

tip.* TK’easion, to tin iiinubev u! 
iblOO and upwanls. wore sold into 
.'slavery. 'I'iie plain fioin .i- '..-o. 
Innghi to the moinnains, ^w.is iiie 
rally strewed with deail l!od:e,s ; 
ami to prevent iiiferiion, it was ne. 
ce.s.sary to collect tlnlb'nlies of the 
slain in and about the town, pfle 
them up in heaps, and consume 
them by lire. Thu.s end«’d the .siege 
of Messolungbi, an example of 
emturancc. coinage, and self-dcvo- 
tion, which n'iist slaiul pre-eminent 
' in the pages of history to the latest 
memory of man. 

'I’lic siege of Messoliinghi had 
made so great an inroad upon the 
resourees of llnaliim, that lu? iiow 
returned to the Mon a, to renuit 
. his .shattered fjires. Napoli di 
.U.mmiiia .still remained iii the 
hands 'if the Erm-ks; and Ibrahim 
app* ared miwdiing .itfemnf the 
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iO(liirti(jn ot'it at prrsciil, and con- 
rented iiiinsclt' with adding to the 
strength of Tiipoliz/.a, and guard- 
ing against the enterprise's of (V)- 
locotroni. The Roinneliots iindtir 
general Goura, look refng«‘ iu 
Athens, after the fall of .Mrssohm- 
glii, where they were closely in- 
vested by the Turks. But while 
the Greeks jiltempled in vain to 
raise the siege, tlie enemy was 
equally unsuccessful in his attacks 
upon the Acropoli‘<. In this inaii- 
iier tlie residue of the summer 
passed away, without any military 
cnlCrprisc of moment IxMng accom- 
plishod upon either side. Indeed, 
the struggle which [ircccdcd the 
ialt of Messolunghi, seemed to have 
occupied all minds, wlule it de- 
pended, and to have loft both par- 
tie^s disposed to remain fur a lime 
comparati\ely iiiaotivo. For the 
unsuccessful*, descent of colonel 
Fabvicr in Euhfjca, towards tlic end 
of March, and of abanrl (if Albanians 
in April at Bairout, in iSvria, diuiot 
require particular notice, hecau'-c 
they stood alone, and led to no' im- 
portant results. And ore we re- 
sume the history of the military 
operations suhseipionf to the fall of 
Messolunghi, it is material to under- 
stand the stale of the Gn;ek go- 
vernment, and the measures taken 
to heal those continu.'dly recurring 
dissentions wliieh, erijqdcd every 
exertion of the iusiirgcjit^. • 

At the lime Messolunghi w.as de- 
stroved. tlio natiotial aso;jnblv of 


the (trecks was silting at l']pida\i- 
riis. So untoward an cvcnl was 
well calciilaleil to till any govern- 
incnt with dismay ; much more the 
feeble hod\, which presided -ovei 
the lu'okeii liirtunes of Greece. 
Reduced by the cluimuis ol‘ war. 
and the faidts or follies of lliem- 
.selves and their predecessors, to a 
state of inelnncholy imbeedirv as a 
government, tlujy still eudeavouved 
to maintain among llit'ii counirv- 
inen that .in(|ueiii‘iiuhie thiim- o! 
liberty whicli warmed their own 
breasi.s. 't’heir proclamation, is- 
sued on occasion of tlje late siic 
cesses of Ibrahim, was loucliin': 
and solemn. “ When we di'^cend 
ed into this great arena,” tl!e\ 
said, *• we proclaimed in the face 
of God and man, our (letermiriation 
to die vsitll tiie cross Indore us, ami 
our weapons in our hands, rather 
than live, as slaves without a ndi- 
gloii, without a country, a scorn 
and an opproiuiiim tej neigidiouiing 
nation'^. Although God in his wis- 
dom has sidiji cteil us to hitler 
trials, lie has never forsaken n- 
during our long ami arduous strug- 
gle ; and testifying from the boUoiu 
of our hearts our deep gratitude to. 
wards an oumipoteul Frovidi'uce. 
wc again proclaim iu the name of 
the Greek nation, its unanimous 
resolution to live ami die amid tlie 
chances of war, rather than erase 
to struggle for the delivernm'e of 
(j recce. For that ohjeef vve have 
long beheld, and still hchold. tran- 
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•jiully aiid unyielding, our eiiics 
Jiml villfigcs deluged willi blood, 
(Mir fields inudc .'i wiblernes^;, tlioii- 
ftjimls of our felbiw cilizoiis drag* 
'geili-ift slaughter, to sliiverx, to iiol- 
lutuui wor^e tiian tMiher. re- 

jueHiMilalives of the (ireek nation 
eonsider it thoir dut\ to ftroelaiiii 
llu'se ihings ojioiilv to lho>e who 
'..re ultiiehed to the I'auie of t .‘hri.-'l, 
aiul wiiosi' lioaits heal re..*|>iiii>i\i.‘ 
u» tin- generous seiuiments and 
uiieliangeahle residiilioris of tiA: 
fireek jjeojde. 'I'lie) eiilertaiii a 
t'erv(‘ul ho|>».* tiiat the uioiiarehs of 
Muru|»e, wIju exercise doininion uii. 
derClirisl, cnmiiiei'd .il'the (Mjuity 
and jiisliee of tln.dr contest, will, m 
this ajuialling hour, cast an e\e of 
|utv <tn an unfbrlunate nation, wiiosc 
.sulli'i'ings jirise from their {irofe>s- 
mg and inaiutainino' tin* saiin^ 
ereial witli liie rc"! of Ciinsten. 
dom." 

After this, tin' uali«inal assembly 
si |iaraled,iiuvuig \ c^ied all the pow - 
CIS ot' gov«-rnin'‘!ii |uovisiuiiall\ in 
.'III l•\ecull^e I’oiniui.s.'^ion of ele\eu 
|)ers(nis,aud a eoinmiltee con>isliuL^ 

• d' lluileeu of ils own meinhers. 
'I'his goverumenl everted il.self to 
colled [uovisious for the few regu- 
lar troops ill the foiire.s.ses and 
elsewhere; and to alias the 'jea- 
lousies -and dissentious which never 
ci'ased to appear ammig the chiels. 
Meanwhile discussions arose le. 
'peeting the kind of gtiveriiiiieul, 
which the exigencies oi the eoun- 
renuiied, and the individuals 


ilto 

w'h.fi should conipo.se ii. At tiie 
time the provisional govornment 
was ,'ip|)oiuled, it was expected that 
its functions would expire in Au- 
gust, when the national as.seinbly 
.-should he reasvi.-mhled. F.leetiuii.s 
were aceordinglv made for a con- 
gress, expeeted to he convened at 
Foros, with as much regularity as 
existing eirciimstaiiees would al- 
low*. Hut imfortiiiiiitelv the ad- 
verse jiarlies eame to an open nip 
fure ; (’onduriotfis.(.'o)ocofroiii,itiiil 
their frieud.s, meeting a! (’astri. 
whil.'-i the provisional goverumeiii 
and anoiln r hodv of the delegates 
as-einiileil ;\t /Kgiiia. (.'olocoiroiii 
and his parly refused lo aeknovv. 
ledge tlu; exeeulive aulhoiilx, alle- 
ging iliat tlieir liovvers expired ar 
the tim«.' eonteinplated in the reso- 
luiioii : whilst the menil'*crs of tlio 
goveinmeiit, on tiie other liind. 
claimed to continue^ in otiice until 
their succes.sors should he regulai- 
Iv appointed. A majorilv of the 
primates and chiefs repaired to 
•Kgiua, where the provisional go- 
viiniment was; hut still not in suf- 
lieienl nnmhers to eonsiitnU’ a ipio- 
nim. 'Thus, amid all the sad re- 
vorses which desolated (Ireeco, lln* 
sii-kening spectacle was exliihited, 
of insane civil dissentioii. and of 
two bodies, eacli assuming lo he the 
vighifiil government of the country, 
vet neithi'i' possessing .a strictly Ic- 
g;il aulliorilv! ThciiM imii>ii was 
not e*lVi vied until the Sfh of April. 
It look idac' at D mimIh. Mwiiig in 
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no slight degree, to the interces- 
sions ot' lord ('ochrune, nt' whose 
arrivtil in Greece, we shall pre- 
sently give an account; and the 
government immediately proceed- 
ed to Poros, as a neutral point, 
unobjectionable to both parlies. 
George Sissinis, as president ot' 
the assembly, addressed a procla- 
mation to the Philhellenic com- 
mittecs of Europe, dated March 
loth, 1827j warmly thanking tliem 
for the zeal they had displayed in 
the cause of Greece, and entreat- 
ilig them not to abate their gejio- 
rous and sympathetic exertions. 
Notwithstanding their di<jmfe-’, 
they agreed upon a constitutional 
charter for (ireece ; and in orgarii- 
zing the government, they mani- 
fested a degret? ol prudence and 
discretion* which was hardly to have 
been expected from their imtiatorv 
proceedings. ^ 

They voted the exeeutive* au- 
thority in a president, to lx.- choM-n 
for seven years, and selected for 
this perilous oflice count .fohn ( ’aj>o 
d’lstria, makint; the choice, ho»,v. 
ever, conditional upon tiic appro- 
bation of England, rntil it could 
be ascertained whether tlic Eng. 
iish government would appnive the 
selection, and whe.ihor (;ap<j d’ls. 
tria would accept a charge so difli- 
cult and dangerous, a committee of 
administration was ajipr.inted, cfin- 
sisting of tlfreo rnemhers am) a se- 
cretary, all of thorn new in the go- 
vernment, and respectivelv so se. 


Iccted as to represent the three 
groat interests of (ireecc ; namely, 
(ieorge MuvTomichalis, of Maina, 
son of Pelro Itoy, for the Pelopon- 
ncssiis ; Jolm Milaitis, of lpi9Ur^ 
fertile islands; aiul.latmuli Nakos, 
of liivadia, for Roumcliu. 'I'he 
secretary was Cihirakis, a Sciot, 
educated at the university of (iot- 
tiiigon, who had fdled the same 
ollicc under the preceding govern- 
ment. On the 2Hth of .lune ihis 
Commission of government left 
Poros and n:mov»Ml to Napoli di 
Roiiiania, from Hiiich its snhse 
fpient acts are dated, 

'Phe selection of count Ghjio 
d'Istria ti> preside o\er the (Jreek 
nation, IS universally con^M- led an 
event ot' so much importance, ‘hat 
some acroimt of his character ami 
history properly falls within our 
plan, lie was horn at ('orfii, in. 
rhf‘\ear l?7tl. of a lamily ranked 
aimuig the lirsf class of citizens in 
ilu; Ionian isli «^, and after an ac. 
coniplisiied education at the Italian 
universities, ciilere«| into juihlic 
lito in hts native count rv in iNlMI. 
and was emploved in various dis- 
finguishml ollices. In 1MI7, tiic 
i;<iiumj of St. Maura heiug threaten, 
ed hy .Ali Pacha, tin* Ionian go. 
vcrhmciit invested him with the 
powers of commissioner i^xtraordi- 
nary upon the frontiers, ami placed 
under his onlers the military force 
cil the seven i,-.lands. In thin cam- 
paign his personal relatioriH witli 
the (ireek patriots commenced, and 
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iic becaitjc ravoiir{vl)ly known to 
Colocotroni, Bozzaris, Karaiskaki, 
and othor cliicfs of note. In 1808 
^hc was invited to repair to St. IV- 
tersiiurgh, to be employed m the 
foreign depitrlinent ; and from that 
lime until the year he con- 

tinned in the Kftssiaii service, pi.T- 
forining the highest and most con- 
lidentiai duties around the emperor 
Alexander. Me discharged the 
limclijms of chief of the diploma- 
tic department allacln iLto llie armt 
bi ISl.S, 1S14. ISI.V and, of fourst^ 
Imre a j)rinci|>al part in :di the ne- 
gotiations of that iiKunentous pc- 
riod. In tlie reorgam/atinii <»f the 
llelvelie eoni’ederacy m ISUl, at 
_ tlie coMur e -is of Vienna, during the 
eonfcrrnce at IVris in ISlo, and 
at Aix-la.C'liapo'lle, count (’apo 
d'lstria represented the int<'iv>ts of 
the most piuent of (In' great aliietl 
powers. l''rom Ihlti to 1S*2‘2, he 
filled the olliec «d' UiKsian secreta- 
I V of stale for foreign atlairs. Troni 
tins brief sks'li'h of his histor\.our 
readers ran judge, not oidy of tlie 
ojjporfiinilii’s he enjou'il for ac- 
♦piinng extensive e.\p<’rienc»5 us a 
statesman, hilt of tin; higli capacity, 
wliieh raised him tl oiigi 
'•levated stations, to the notice of 
die pairicitic represenlalives * of 
‘ I recce. Mad lliey chosen him for 
president at an earlier period id’lhc 
''^niggle, his talents, experience, 
personal inllm nee, and weight of 
character, might have iinitcij the 
•'- ■sources of the nation, and accelc' 


rated their deliverance from the 
Turkish yoke. 

For a few years past, count Capo 
d'lstria has been residing in Swit- 
zerland, in honourable retirement. 
Me was on his way through Paris 
to Russia, when ho received inlelli- 
gcncc of the high honour done him 
by his countrymen. In St. Peters- 
burgh he received from Nicholas a 
discharge from the imperial ser- 
vice, couched in terms which clear- 
ly ti?stify tlic high respect he liad 
ac«pii/iid in the discharge of his 
public functions in Russia. Of 
cour.se Kngland approved of the 
appointment, ('apo d’lstria’s an- 
••-werto the otVicial notification of 
his election, is dated at London, in 
August, IS27. In giving tlie pro- 
visional gtncrnmerit assurances of 
Ids entire devotion to tlic cause of 
( I recce, he communicated inror- 
mation of tiie steps had hitherto 
taken to promote that cause. 0n 
hearing of the embarrassed condi- 
tion of the government, which had 
induced llieni to contract a loan in 
thi9 Ionian islands, he immediately 
coiitrihwted i^is |)rivatc fortune, and 
called on tlie (ircekswho possessed 
wealth in foreign lands, to succour 
ilicir bleeding country. These 
measures produced such temporary 
rc-iources as to supply the imme- 
diate pressing wants of the provi- 
siuiia overnmont. But he was 
more cariicstlx , and aS the result 
.shows, "more eilbctiially engaged- 
in persuading tlie great European 
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powers to put ii stop to llic turthor 
t'lliision of Christian blood in iin. 
happy Greece, as will be tullv ex- 
plained in the sequel. At the 
courts of St. Petersbur^di. Lundon« 
and Paris, in succession, he is sup- 
posed, witli jjood reason, to have 
applictl all the force of his charae. 
tor and talents to the iireat task <»f 
reconciling them to a departure 
from the strictncs-^ of rigid nou- 
tralily in respec't to Turkey. lie 
Hnaily led Marseilles f<jr (ireece 
early in Septemher, to assum'* tlie 
personal direction of affairs, not 
long before the groat thmuumttif 
of the destructive hatilo of Na\a. 
lino introduced new- parti»;s upon 
the scene of action, and opened a 
new scries of political comhina- 
lions. 

But, ere the liapjioning of this 
mighty cata^tropiie, the spirit of 
the patriots ihad been severely 
ti-fod. Tlicir militarv and naval 
operations claim our fir'll atten- 
tion. next to the organi/ation of 
tiie government. Aio small share 
of the real administration of fhe 
counti) fell into the hands of two 
English offieiir^!, Sir lliehard 
Churcii, and lord rochram*. from 
whose, accession to the cau-'e of 
fJroecc, much more was antici- 
pated than tlie\ ever proverl able 
to accoinpli.'sh. ISir Hiehard (/hurch 
liad the reputation being an able, 
as well as experlencf'd officer, 
and although the resolution pro- 
itosed iti the national aj-scnibly for 


appointing him to the supremo 
command of the (Jreek army, en- 
countered some objections, yet a 
conviction of the necessity of such 
a measure, seems to have over- 
come the opposition. 'Phe friends 
of (ireece alhrmed, that if any 
man could impv«»v'! the land sm- 
vice of (irerce. Sir Richard wa^. 
peciili.irly littiul for the attempt. 
But the ohstac'Ies which he had to 
conteml with were neither li*w noi 
slight. The want of all rosouia es 
for carrying on war, the rapacilv 
and bickerings of the chiefs, lIi' 
impoverished stale of the roiiulrv. 
the distress prevailing among Iho 
sohlierv, heightened by tlie ah. 
seiico of any thing likf! reg"i;ui*; 
or mdifary system in the organi/.a. 
linn of the army, and the immense 
preparations conlimiallv made h\ 
the 'I’urks and I'.gyptians, present- 
ed a combination of diflicnlins, 
which might liavo subdued all or- 
diiniry re.solulion. Bui general 
Ghiirch enl»*refl upon the anlnoiis 
duties of his appointment, iimlei 
the inducements derive.d fmm |f)ng 
cherished inten.*sl m the cause of 
-Greek independence, 

I 'poll till.* return of loni Coch. 
raiiefrom his adventurous ami sue. 
c.essful career in South America, 
he i;\piessed a willingness to cn. 
gage m the service of (•' recce, il‘ 
adequate resources coiiM he placed 
at liis commaud. In con.«cquencc 
of tlfc-s, a loan of ‘2,000,(11)0/. sU r- 

liiig way contruclcd m London *hv 
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’Au (iicriv •It.jjiJiio', Or. 

ifUidu iiMil J^tiriiiitis, the nniiii nh- 
of uliifli orij:inrilly lo 
:i liiivitl ariiKiiiK'iil of 

t(» jo l i-nicirii. 

<*} I?k; fun '* of lot; 

'rurks in the .Mcdiiorri.nc an. 'r >o 
;iini frigates wore lo he iaiili 
III the liiiited Siatos, and five 
'.ram in I’ingland, which 

here all to have horn ready lorac. 
live srr\iee in the amunui of the 
vear IViA. Tiord Cm^irani; \va»'* 

' iigagcd to fj: t .'^ai! in Nuvemhrr,^ 
tJ^Vr), ::ii(I sju'iii i;imulird(LTnion!li 
in vain CAjieclatioii, lingering- about 
the shores (»f lials and I’raiicc ; 
lull it was not until ilnr \ery end of 
that one .stcamdiout ami one 
iVigafe arrived in the Meiiiierra. 
main, in <*onijiliaiire uitli the con- 
iraclfS. Hail the whole armaint'nt 
hern e(jiii|»jual in sea>on. it imgiit, 
and It is hardly lo ho d't'.iiird ihat 
it would, iimlrr llio coiio'm t ot' a 
gallant and eutei jiriMUg ollict r liki* 
lord (’orhrane, Iuim' niiwriitri; \Ur 
iail o| 

Ihil a srrir^ <,f rdumi'-i'iil iVmid.- 
and gro'-, iin.! ' in iiianrigvu.em, 
'ii.'sijiattd llir j.rtici cil' of itu' loan. , 
'■•that (Irroi’o ohti'iiii i! linli* l«-nr. 
t't iVoin V, hat juighf, if ri'.dilK ’.■'.('d, 
iia\e))ro\rd her saUation. * 
Noiwilhslandiiu: the ihsappoiiil- 
Miciit id’ lord Corlirane at 
untoward e i rn i ] nst am a’. s, lie jm'o- 
reeded loCIreece, ami rorliinalely, 
as llic first fruits of his presence, 
ireetod a union of the two I • I’crk 


a 'ieiiihlii '-. ti.n.-. ; ;i.i'.ir; u lia 

way for the i voniual (.rgani/.atio!; 
of iMc go\en.Mi"iil. I lis resourccft 
in inoue*. ron-i-ti'd of a >uial! su;u 
jd.aci d al h;^ di-.jc,' ;1 !i\ li.c rieueh 
and .S.U" i’ll'!!. lift i‘( l!o dr. 
•dared lo tin- uaiiOMil ae-MoblN 
at .'Kgina, that In: was coiar to (le. 
Vole his an. tin hl-iod l-i .hr 

servici* <if iJi'.'-''. i>ro\i',i.:l l.o 
Could ho aj>jio;r‘<'i S' t'l'’ •■■■' 1 
•'oinmaml of ti< • !!< ■■:. wi.'i ii 
l!ioriy\ he roi-'ida ;. d 
his being c)f atr, i \ iu i.r: war. 
Tile Hydri'ii' liai ■. ■.•in iurli. 
lied, at iir>i. lo . i ■■;!•;■ r dir >u- 
prcni!o-s . V. o;,'> u,. .M^aud 
anothrr. !!:;■•> h :u r-'.'iiilN r\rr. 
cisod ui d.r uii.iur' rj.i i'.'.:;ous o; 
the <»’rri!.s. liui. ihi'iing lord 
(.'oidiiuiio il\. ••1 ou lliit' ju'iiif. i!:e.’ 
at Irimlii const, nti'.d, an. 1* lie wa*. 
appomlrd lugii ailniuai ot the iin- 
lal. as fSir U;rl:.;rd j( 'luiirh \,i\i 
r >in:n.j:a!e?“-i*M lurf of tin' laud, 
lorces. At . tigiua. hr rorri\rd a 
lirputatiou liom [he i l\ iliiots, i re- 
M uimi: to l.ini I’lr '•!.! wi>!irs ci' 
tl. • » island, an.i ini;; tl.c 

.iu.\'.i-i\ ot ti.o •o.ani- to si < 

, tie rr , rr-"! L..;i.i.e. il un.l' i’ hi.' 
(hrr'':;oi:. I .• n; ( ‘t. ni’ f.'.; i,-. . 
(her in llsiug out an r\j..'iii;i n ; • 
ro-operali' wuli ll'.o huiJ f I'n 
under Sir Rirliard Chu.fii. t'.ir:':- 
two ollicers rxhilniiii;: a .'■aliiuiiw 
r.NanioIr of pri’ll'rt Ci-lirri't ail:;' 
havuouv in thrir luea-'ii.^-s t<'u' an- 
noying* life enemy. His [uorlaina- 
tioii to llie (IrrrlvS. npi'ii •'i>tnnion. 
:>!» 
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c in^ is dmcd on hoard 

tiio iViKMio IK'll.is, April Jdili, 
1 n 27, luiviij;r a .sijiiadron roinpo. 
srd (d* Old iVijjatd Ill'll. is as lla^. 
^Iiip, thd Sudani ship .Kairria, alni*; 
and solid. dior l!i‘iiti.;!ii h\ iiiinsi li', 
and lour xt -.si ls cli-.i.'-i n iVoin llu; 
Hydriot lltcJ, — all piopart'd lor 
an expislliitiii. 

These p^occediiiL'Sj allhougli 
.some ol'theni are in anticipation of 
the conrsi' ol' oiir nurrntioii} we 
iidve throw n loifrOier for the better 
undorstiuuiin,:!; of the whole matter. 
Uetumin" now to the seat of the 
war, in the smniin r of iS'Jti, we 
hml that tin* ellorts of the Turk** 
were directed to lliree ohjects, 
nameU , iir>t, to .subdue Samos, one 
of the lar;(est and richest islands 
remaining; in ll.e po.'i.ics.siun of llu; 
(.{{eeks ; .•‘ecoiidly, the i eduction 
of Athens ; and lastly, the prosecu. 
tiori of the nd.Nanta^r(;.s they had a I. 
ready gained in the Morea. The 
expedition tigainst Sunio.s was com- 
manded hy 'r<»p!d Pacha, who, hav- 
ing taken on bcj.ud troop.s in A.sia 
Minor, s.'iih'd for tlio island, to re- 
enact, if p«>s>ih|e, the irawtdid.s of 
Scio and ips ir.i. 'fi.e !ir.>.t division 
of the Turkisli Heel left the Darda- 
nelles late in July, intending to 
make a de.sccnt ; i)iit Saktonri, 
having already arrived with thirty- 
five vcs.sel.s for tlie protect ion of 
the Saniiuiis, after ji sliwht fuiroiin- 
tcr, the I’hrks retired tp Mytileno. 
fn this cngag^'nieiit, (’fiiaris was 
woended, in an nnsucees-ful at. 


tempt to grapple a huge frigate wilii 
his hrnlut. Topal Pacha continued 
to tiireatcn Samos several months, 
iluring which Miaulis and ids bravo 
coiniiuiiioris endeavoured, iiudlee- 
tualK, to lire the Turkish licet in 
the hiirhour of Mytilenc. Finding 
it iinpniciicahiu to cfiect any tiling} 
the 'i'nrks withdrew into the Dar- 
duticilcs in Movcnibery and laid up 
their vessels for the wiiitcM-, leavinu 
Samos free from any furthm' ap 
^vrehensioiis of attack miiil llf’ 
(»i]>rii)g. 

As for the Morea, it remuined in 
the same slate as in the caiiy par' 
of the year. Ibrahim being una- 
ble lo undertake any thing ofmaL^- 
idlude until considerable reiulurce 
ments shunid arrive from Kgypt. 
in men, money, provisions, and 
iiiiimtions of w ar, occupied himself, 
.so far as he did any tiling, in trilliiu. 
skirmishos with the armed (i reeks 
around him, and in petty c.vcm - 
sioii'i, for tiio purpo.se of wasiimr 
and robbing the country. In fad 
Jiolh [larlie.s seemed lo be wi'ar' - 
iiig (liemselves oat to little advan- 
tage. From bis head ipiarlers at 
I Tripolizza, Ihrahim .seal out expe- 
ditions into various ipiarters, in 
which, allhoiigli the (»reeks were 
unuhiu to ojipose any organized 
resislariee, vet, by laving ambus- 
cades, cutting olf .stiaggh rs, and 
liurrussiiig ibe.ir enemy in various 
ways, they ipilictcd as mucli inju- 
ry as tlu:y suflVred. Occasionally, 
the Kgypliuris wen? defeated wifb 
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4i)ittu loss ; as oncu in Sfiptctiilx'r, 
during an attempt to pomifrato the 
district of Maina, in wtiich the 
tainily of Mavrornidiulis disphixt'd 
Their accustomed bravery. At 
all times, rfiketas, surnumed frnin 
his prowess 'rurcophagos, or Turk 
UattT, and otlmr chiefs of nolo, 
iiovercJr around the Kgyptians, 

• iitting off tlicir forces hy .a kind <»f 
■guerilla warfare. 

The Albanians, under Kcdschid 
Paclin, who assisted in the sicg« 
■••f Messolunghi, allcr the fall oj’ 
This place, experienced so many 
impediments in Koumclia, that 
they did not arrive in Atiica until 
July 20th, Oil that day, a body of 
Turkish cavalry, from Nogropont, 
came dov^ us far as the plain of 
Athens, and the morning after, 
wards, the pacha pitclird his tents 
jjeforc the place, in anticipation 
of his appearance, mcu.^ircs had 
been taken to stand a siege. The 
Acropolis had bce^ provisioned for 
two years, and conld be held by a 
handful of men ; hut the town re. 
<pjircd a considerable force for 
protection, and was not so com. 
plctcly defensible. Nevertheless,^ 
general Goura, who commanded 
the garrison, resolved to make an 
attempt to defend the town, Hut 
soon found it necessary to retire to 
the Acropolis. The females were 
sent for safety to Salamis, their old 
place of refuge against ancient 
hordes of Asiatic barharinns ; and 
•»K*i»«ure.s were taken to rMlIiM f 


reinfurcenicnts of ail kinds, v/iih^ 
<mt delay. Karaiskaki wosimme. 
diateiy despatched from Napoli di 
Uomaiiia, witli a body of Rourne. 
liols, to- carry succour («» tlie bc- 
sii'ged. 'riie plan limilly adopted 
for the relif f of the town was, 
that Fah\ier, with the regular 
troops, should throw himself into 
the Piraeus : iiiid that, ns the 
Greeks could not cope wllli tlin 
Turks ill the level country about 
Athens, endeavours should be mcV<; 
to cut off the provisions of the lat- 
ter, which tamo altogether from 
Negropont, or by the way of Zei- 
tonni. According, therefore, to 
the arraitgenunts made, Karais- 
kuki iiiurched in ilie direction 
of the latter place, to occupy the 
passes of Livadia, and excite 
the people to take up arftis, while 
Colctii prcpnrefl lor the invasion 
of Negropont, ^ 

Codetis c\j>edi;i.ui to Kub«i:\ 
unfortunately failetl ake-gelher. lie 
landed, hoping t<» I’md llio 'Furks 
oil* their guard ; lui ho found theta 
exjieetiug the .'iltm k. and well pro- 
jiiirod to repi'l it, ‘-o that he was de- 
feated, and compelled to retire to 
his ships, and rcdintpiish his object. 
Karaiskaki was more successful. 
Having posted himself in a conve- 
nient position, to cut olT the ene- 
my’s supplies, he encountered a 
body »)f ir>00 men, who liad been 
sept from the 'fnrkisli etmpheforo 
Vthen'k,*aMi1 bad :iihane«'d nearly 
t * Salona. au'l »h''nj in*.# 
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defile, obtained a complete victory. 
This battle took place December 
Ist. The Turks, cornmaiided bv 
Musta Bey, were disjioscd to retire 
before the action. Bur many of 
Karaiskaki’s troops consisted of 
the desperate and homeless sol- 
diers of Messolun<;hi, ^^ho impetu- 
ously demanded battle, andaveng- 
lmI their wropgs b) the sacrifice of 
more than half the barbarian force. 
A rich booty, in arms and baggage, 
w^as th'? biimndiate result of this 
brilliant success; and in conse- 
t{uence of it, the Turks were obli- 
ged to abandon their position at Do- 

brena. .Meanwhile, Athens comU 
nued to be closely invested, and en- 
gagements occasionally occurred 
between the garrison and the be- 
siegers, in one of which general 
GQura was shot through the brain 
by a ride ball, and instantly killed. 
But these linlc engagements ena- 
bled a select body of Greeks to 
make their entrance into the Aero- 
polls, ami greatly to strcngtlicn the 
garrison : and tlu inhabitants of 
Divadia,as fur as Volo and JSalOnn, 
began to take up arrr'>, imdcr the 
direction of tl.t; various capitaiii. 
But no niovciHeut ol* any couse- 
qucrice occurred ff*r some lime. 
Indeed, the iinpuv.ei’i.slied state* of 
the country, added to the nature of 
the seasou, forced tlic seruskicr 
virtually to raise, or at least, to r**. 
hi\ the ami fall hack on Sra- 
ioiia to obtain provi.siins of which 

hf was dc'litufc .U 


Thus have we related the inci- 
dents of the war by land, previous 
to the opening of the campaign in 
the spring of 1827, under Sir 
Richard Church, assisted by lord 
Cochrane ; and a few words will 
suffice to bring down the history of 
the Greek navy to'ihc sarqn period. 
When the Turkish fleet returned 
within the Dardanelles to winter, 
the three sipiadrons of Hvdru, 
Spezzia, and Ipsara, also repaired 
\o their rt >‘{)ecuvc harbours. The 
ilydriot sailors had, as usual, been 
paid for the season upon their en- 
tering the service ; but returning 
home dc&titutc of mono) ) they were 
clamorous for means to lit out a pi- 
ratical expedition ; and when dis- 
appointed in this by the secret re- 
moval of the' ships to Poros, they 
levied a forced contribution upon 
the primates ; and in the commo 
tion .Minulis led tho island. Oc- 
ension soon occurred for his ser- 
vices elsewhere, by reason of the 
arrival at Napoli di Romania of the 
frigate llelhis, built in the United 
States. ThcAmcriean seamen who 
navigated the ship, were discon- 
tented; and apprehensions also wore 
entertained, lest the Spcz/.iolHshould 
take forcible possession of her fui 
their own admiral. On accoMUi 
of these rirciimstiiiices, the provi- 
Mional ni,\Rn,u,eiil despalchcd iMi- 
aulis over land to take possession 
of tin* ship, ami conduct her tn 
which was accordingly 
•loim: andilit'ic '.lu* romainod. ni' 
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til lord Cochraiio commenced ope- 
rations in the spring. Miaulis, it 
should be observed, was at this 
time a kind of exile from Hydra, 
together with many other Hydriots, 
who had been greatly distinguished 
during the whole war, who now re- 
sided at Poros.* This event is at- 

t 

tributed to the intrigues of Condu- 
riottis ; who, disappointed at being 
excluded from the new govern- 
ment, retired to Hydra in disgust. 

Such was the state of things ;A 
the opening of the campaign if 
IS'sJT. Before the month of May, 
the Greeks had assembled in Atli. 
ca a large force, repre&emcd as tlic 
most numerous army they had ever 
brought into the tield ; and ^^ith 
this, theif* endeavour was to raise 
the siege of the Acropolis. It con- 
sisted of palicari of Olympus, led 
by Colletti and Curatusso ; corps 
of Macedonians, I'hracians, and 
'J’hessalions ; a body of Mainotes, 
with Mavromichalis ; and other 
troops, amounting, inclusive of the 
various descriptions of force, to 
10,000 men, at a moderate esti- 
mation. But the Roumeli-Valessi, 
Ucdschid Mehcnied Pacha had 
also assembled :i powerful army of 
better appointed troops, and with 
much more abundant resources for 
maintaining the siege. Various 
operations of no decisive result, 
took placp before lilir Richnr<\ 
Church entered upon his duties 
commander in chief; and \vliicli 
Miereforc we (Miiif to particnlarize. 


But during the latter part of April, 
and the whole of May, great acti- 
vity was displayed on both aides, 
with occasional advantage to the 
Greeks, but in the main, to their 
disadvantage, until the final sur- 
render of the fortress. 

It was arranged, as an essential 
part of the plan, that all the force 
of the Greeks, both^ military and 
naval, should bo made to bear upon 
this point. Lord Cochrane ac- 
cordingly sailed for the Piraeus 
about, the end of March, with the 
squadron under his command, and 
100(1 Hydriots. A small success 
obtained by the G.rettks on the 28th 
of April, was marked by an outrage 
committed on their part, which 
show.s how little ihe ordinary rules 
of civilized warfare are regarded 
in this contest. About SOO Turks,' 
who held the monastery of St. Spi- 
ridion, situated ncun the Piraeus, , 
and converted into a fort, capitu- 
lated on condition of honourable 
terms being grunted them, which 
were stipulated by ilie (Jreek com- 
manders. They marched out, and 
had procce.k'.d a short distance, 
when the Greeks followed them, 
and endeavoured to snatch their 
cloaks and arms. Hereupon blows 
ensued, aud about 200 Turks were 
massacred, as well as a number of 
the Greeks themselves, both par- 
ties being exposed to tiie firo of a 
'Ikirkish b^ittcry, which Jominaiideil 
the spot where this disgraceful 
seme oi:rnrre<l. Sir Uichard 
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Church expressed the strongest 
indignation at such a violation of 
the capitulation ; and insisted upon 
tho arrest of some of the ringlead. 
ers ; and lord Cochrane, who wit. 
nessed the whole, published a pro. 
clamation, in which he disclaimed 
all participation in the iiifainmis act. 

Afler several conferences be. 
tween the Greek ciiicfs and lord 
Cochrane, it was resolved to make 
a general and desperate attempt to 
surprise Athens, and relievo tho 
Acropolis. Preparations wera made 
to embark in the Piraus a body of 
3500 men, who, unperceived by 
the Turks, should land at cape Co. 
liv, and advance across the plain 
towards the south part of tho city, 
where the real attack was to take 
place. In the mean time, Karais. 
ka|(i, whose corps was posted on 
the west side of the city, was to at. 
tack on that aide the fortified posi. 
tibn of the Turks in the wood of 
Olives, HO as to draw the cnemy^s 
attc'ution to that point, and facili. 
fate the advance of the main co. 
lumn from capo Cnlias. If (his 
movement did not raise the siege, 
it m1§(ht have the effect of supply, 
ing the besieged with fresh troops, 
ammunition, and provisions, and 
removiog the sick, aged, and fe. 
ingles from tho Acropolis. An un. 
expected event greatly contributed 
to the fiiilure pf thi^ plan. Gene, 
ral Karaidkaki, who bad acijuired 
greai reputation among tlie'fj recks, 

'j' t onlv for hraverv nfnl io 


war, but for tho rarer virtues ot' 
disinterestedness and patriotism, 
was mortally wounded on the 4th 
of May, in a tritiing skirmish of 
outppsis near the wood of Olives. 
This iinforlunate incident so dis- 
hearlened tho troops under him, 
that they ubandodbd the three eU' 
trenchmeiits nearest to the ciieinv 
ill the wood, and lost all inrliiiation 
to make the promised diversion in 
the contemplated attack. 

^ Neverllicless, in the night ol' 
iMay 5th, the troops intended for 
the attack embarked from the camp 
at the Phalerum, and at four in the 
morning of the Ctb, cflcctcd a land, 
ing near the church called St. 
(ieorge of the three Towers. The 
troops advanced with alacrity, Ma> 
krijanni with the Athenians form, 
ing the van ; tiie regular troop^^ 
called Tact icon, following, then 
John Notura, with his hand, niid 
Kalcrgi, uirh the Cretans. A re. 
serve under Vasso and Pajnnotti 
Notari, reiiiaiiied behind in en- 
trenchments ; and Sir Richard 
Church and his staff, with lord 
Cochrane and a small corps, occu- 
pied a ruined fort near the heach. 
Daylight ovcrt(»ok the G recks jiisi 
as their leading column had arrived 
within musket shot of the Philopnp* 
pus, where they were perceived by 
tho -Turks, who hastily mustered in 
numhers under the protection of 
their tbriified heights, and sent out 
a body of rnvnlry to keep the as- 
«rii|}iuts in f-herl*. 'fli'j plan «d' :• 



(iUEKOK AM) TrRKK\. 


415 


siu'pnsu buing tiiuH diKcoticertcd, 
the G reeky hulled, and eiidcuvcmr. 
ed with all speed to throw up on- 
trenchments to plant their cannon, 
Justly drcadini^ the attack of the 
'J'urkish cdvalry upoit an open 
plain. But the 'i'lirks left them no 
time to take up a jiosiliun. Pouring 
their columns of cavalry upon the 
plain, and impetuously attacking 
the slight cntrcnchmeiits likewise 
with a body of infantry wliich had 
lately arrived in tho besieging 
camp, they had already made th<| 
<»rceks waver, when the rush of 
another body <jf fresti cavalry pro- 
ved irresistible, and the (Greeks (led 
in complete disorder, leaving from 
J500 to ^000 dead upon the field of 
, battle. 8o complete tind decisive 
was the defeat, (itat Sir Richard 
Ghuroli iind lord (.'uchrano with 
difficulty escaped ; the latter being 
obliged to throw liimsclf into the 
<eu, and swim to tlie nearest ship. 
Many of the bravest commanders 
I'ell in the battle, and some of the 
most valued corps were cmnph'tely 
anniliilated ; such as the Tacticos, 
tlm (.’retails, the Sonliots, and the 
little hand of P!nllu'lkMK?s. It dews, 
not appear the battle was lost from 
any ilefect of con rage in the troops; 
but p.'irll\ from want ofeoncerfin 
the iljiVoivnt corps, and partly from 
the neglect of some essential parts 
of the original plan. .Most ol the ^ 
ti reeks being irregulars, and w^h- 
out havonels, were wliollv defeiice- 
less against Ihviou'! charge of 


the 'J’urkish horse. iSesidcs, the 
attacking columns arrived too late, 
and advanced iii broad daylight, 
so that the enemy, instead of being 
surprised in the dark, had ample 
time to prepare for assuming the 
ofiensivc. Add to this, the failure 
of Karaiskaki's corps to make the 
concerted a.tack on the other side, 
in consequence of which the whole 
Turkish force, instead of being divid- 
ed and distracted by two opposite 
and simultaneous attacks, could lie 
concentrated upon a single point. 
Such were the circumstances, which 
produced (he fatal result of the bat- 
tle of the Acropolis. 

This disastrous day seems to 
have settled the question as to the 
fate of Athens, in the opinion of 
lord Cochrane ; for he immediate- 
ly made preparations foV sailing 
for Poros, to collect ships, and*go 
to meet the TiirkisV fleet in the 
Dardanelles. General Church lied 
returned to his camp at the Phalc- 
nim, where he endea\oured to 
maintain his position. Before lord 
CiX’hrane set sail, he wrote to cap- 
tain Lc ftlan^\ of the French fri- 
gate .Innon, requesting him to in- 
lercedc with the soraskier Kiouta- 
Ui in la von r of the garrison in the 
Acropolis. Lc Blanc communica- 
tod the plan to Sir Richard, who 
did not venture to oppose it. The 
projmsed mediation was favourably 
rt^’oivod by Rt'dscbid I’licha ; and 
on the ?ltil of May, articles of ca- 
pltiilaiion x».pro subscribed in the- 
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Turkish caiiip by Kcdschid Pacha 
aud captain Le Blanc, engaging 
to grant the garrison leave to pro- 
ceed where they pleased, under an 
escort to the place of embarkation, 
to insure their safety ,* Turkisili hus- 
tages to be sent on board the Ju- 
non as pledges for the faithful ob- 
servance of the capitulation. The 
French officers first communicated 
verbally with colonel Fabvier, 
who replied, that he did not com- 
nitod in the citadel, being there 
only by chance. The proposed 
capitulation was then sent into the 
fortreaSi to which the Greek com- 
manders the next day sent the fol- 
lowing answer, addressed to captain 
Le -Blanc : 

** We thank you for the trouble 
which you hare taken on our ac- 
count. The capitulation proposed 
by the seraskier, and ofiered to us 
through you, epeaks of subjects of 
the Porte ; there, are none here ; 
we are Greeks, resolved to live 
free or die. If the seraskier de- 
sires our arms, he has only to come 
and lake them by Ibrce.” ‘ 

As the terms offered by the se- 
raskier were considered very ad- 
vantageous, this answer, expres- 
sing such absolute determination 
to hold out to the lost extremity, 
filled general Church with sur- 
priM. He made unwearied exer- 
tions to keep up the courage of bis 
troopib ■nh retain his position at 
the ; but all liidelffbrts 

proved ftititfess ; and on the 27th. 


he was reduced to the disugrecublc 
necessity of evacuating his camp. 
This movement was effected with- 
out loss; and the troops arrived 
Uie ijjcxt day at Salaiiiis, from 
whence general ChurcVi proceeded 
to iEgina, having chosen that 
island for his hcad^-quarters. Hero 
he lost no time in collecting around 
him those chiefs, on whose patriot- 
ism and intelligence he could most 
rely, in order to make new efibrls 
for the relief of Athens. But on 
fhe 4th of June, he received infor- 
mation, greatly to bis astonishment, 
that the garrison of the Acropolis, 
notwithstanding the strong determi- 
nation they had so lately signified 
on the subject, hud nearly conclu- 
ded negotiations for a sSrrender of 
the citudcl. And ere Sir Richard 
could interpose, to prevent what 
seemed to him a pmnalurc sacri- 
fice of the Acr<»|>olis, it was already 
delivered up by the garrison into 
the hands of ihe seraskier, 'I'liis 
took place tiie 2dth of May, 0. S.. 
when the citadel had stood a siege 
of eleven months. It appeai*cd, 
after tho/Capitulation, that it con- 
tained abundance of provisions, 
and might have holdcn out iniieh 
longer. The Greek chiefs publish - 
ed a statement, in which they ue- 
cased colonel Fabvier of having 
influenced a portion of the private 
soldiers to cflect the siirrcndio*, 
contrary to the wishes and opinion 
of thejr officers ; and much odium 
attached to colonel Fabvier, in eon- 
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suquciicc or the charge. Ihit other 
accounts vindicate his conduct in 
the afluir, as having obtained ho- 
nourable terms of capitiilutioii, 
when it was impossible eventually 
to save the citadel, and holding out 
any longer must have subjected 
the garrison to tjic deplorable alter- 
native • of unconditional surren- 
dcr. 

Soon aderwards, incidents oc. 
eurred at Napoli, bearing the cha- 
racter of civil war, and greatly ag- 
•gnivating the miseries of the un- 
happy Greeks. On the SjHtli of 
June, the commission of govern- 
ment iremavcd, as already mention- 
ed, from Poros to Napoli dt Roma- 
nia. This step was considered as 
of very questionable expediency 
at the time, because it would tend 
to place the government in tin? 
hands of the garrison of Napoli, or 
of some one of the more designing 
chiefs, who might obtain possession 
of the fortress of Palamida. The 
result verified this prediction. In 
fact, Thootloro Grivas,. who com- 
manded in Napoli, refused to deli- 
ver up the fortress to Colocotroni, 
who had been appointed to the 
chief command in the Peloponnc! 
sus. Sir Richard Church went to 
Napoli July 9ih, in consequence of 
intelligonco that Grivas and Colet- 
ti, who was with him, would no lon- 
ger acknowledge the nntliority of 
the govcnuneiit, and that the city 
was threatened with' a sorious con- 
flict. Napoli was trnnsformNl. b\ 


the vicissitudes of war, into a kind 
of military hospital. It wo^i filled 
not only with disorderly .4otdiery. 
hut with people of all classes, who 
had tied thiiher as a place of re- 
fuge, aud incalculable suffering 
would be eutaiied upon these per- 
sons by the occurrence of blood- 
shed. Neveriholess, general Churcii 
was iinahlo to effect auytldng,and 
returned to his camp at j^gina. 
Grivas and his party having posses- 
sion of Palamida, and of two bas- 
tf(^3 which overlooked the town, 
the ^vernment retired to the little 
island of Rouzzi, situated at the en- 
trance oflhc port, where they con- 
tinued to hold tlieir mceffr^S. 
Troops under Fotomara, faithCpt to 
the, commandcr.iivchiof, occupied 
the hat (erics of tlio ramparts, and 
ail the lower parts of the town. 
Firing commenced at Palamida on 
the 11th, and was continued For se- 
veral days, being returned by the 
other party, I'hc greatest conster- 
nation prevailing among the crowd- 
cd inhabitants, who anticipated 
noffiing less than the destruction 
nnd pillage of their houses ; multi- 
tudes rushetfto the quays to escape 
from (he shot and shells of the con 
tending factions. More than a 
hundred women and ciiildren lost 
their lives in this horrible scene of 
confusion and discord. The sea 
was covered with boats filled with 
the unhappy •fugitives^ flying for 
safety. Jo the other side of tjie^het*- 
bour, and compelled to 
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fftiw tD ilie rapurious soldiery oh 
either haml, boforo they were sut*. 
ferod to escape. Oroat numbers 
of sick and wounded wore obliged 
to take refuge in the open fields, 
destitute of eiiitable food and do. 
tking, the only hospital in Greece 
being broken up in the tiimult. 
The plain of Argos became throng- 
ed by miserable outcasts, reduced 
to the last dcgico of wretchedness. 
Indignant, at length, at the barba- 
rous inhumanity, of the soldiein in 
one of the forts, the English .a&i- 
ral, Sir Edward CoJrington, threat, 
ehed to open his batteries upon 
thenb ii* not suffer the fu- 

jg^hres to pass unmolested ; and 
il^ly, under his mediation, the 
ohSih had an interview, and a sus- 
pfhtfon of hostilities was effected. 
Bujt it was not until the ^th of 
Augi!st,4hat Theodore Grivas sub- 
mitted himsclQ' to the directions of 
thh commandi^r-in-chief, and the 
committee of government. 

While the misguided Greeks 
were wasting their strength, and 
disgracing their country, by faction 
and civil war, and aggrav.iting 
the distress of (he niisrjmhle rem- 
nant of inhabitants whom the Turks 
bad spared, at sen their fleet did not 
aoeomplish any importa.nt enter- 
prise, to atone for their disasters by 
iaiuL After the battle of the A< ro. 
polw, lord Cochrane sailed for I’u. 
tras' with *thc frigate and steinn 
vessjdttMtd wh^'O ofl* Cape Wpa, 
wky^ghiofZante.had an action 


with two Turkish corvettes, which 
both escaped, and subsequently 
reached Alexandria in Safety. After 
this failure, lord Cochrane assent, 
bled p fleet of about twenty Greek 
vessels, intending to 'attempt the 
destruction of the viceroy’s fleet, 
rhen fitting out in Yhe port of Alex, 
andria. Lord Cochrane arrived 
off Alexandria, June 16th, and 
hoisted Austrian colours, hoping to 
deceive the Egyptians ; but since 
(he attempt of this kind, rnude the 
|rear before by Miaulis, the viceroy 
bad constantly kept a vessel of war 
cruising outside the harbour pn ljic 
lockout. This cruieer immedidtily 
recognised the Greek vei^tels, and 
giving the alarm by ftHng her guns, 
attempted to gain the port, but fail- 
ing in thisj she was run ashore, and 
there burnt by the Greek firr«sbipF^ 
By this time the alarm on shore 
had become general, and a stroni^' 
fleet of twciity.four vesMls, wa:, 
fitted rut with all speed, .Moliam. 
mod All himself superintending the 
reparations, and urging them on 
y his presence and exertions. 
Iford Cochrane, it seems, did not 
..think fit to hazard a meeting, and 
making all sail, was chased as ftir 
as Rhodes by the Egyptians, who 
then abandoned the pursuit, and 
returned to Alexandria. Di.^ heart- 
ened by these repealed iiiisfor- 
.ttincH, the Greeks wore propiiv- 
tionolly elated by the victory gain- 
ed l\y lord Coehnino, the 2il 
August, fie wns Inving in l*or»)s 
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uii (ho watch, when he learnt that 
a Turkish frigate and Fchooncr 
were steering for Patras. Pursuing 
them with the Ilelias and an armed 
hrig, he roinpelled them to surrciu 
•ler after a lirief engagement, uitd 
' arried them hack in ti'iiiinj)!i ; and 
(he (rrceks indulged in the most 
extravifgont rejoicings on occasion 
»»(’ this, the first decided victory 
"ained hy him since he had 
ciiftTcd (heir service. L’pivards 
of a inontfi afterwards, an advam 
tage was also gained hy the stcanf 
\(!ssul under the conunaiid of 
captain Hastings\ who, assisted by 
a (ireek armed brig, attacked and 
destroyed six Tuikish vessels in 
the gulf of Lepanto. These two 
instances df success were gratc- 
i’ul, it is true ; hut the overpower- 
ing superiority of the Turkish na- 
val force, precluded (he possi- 
l.ility of lord Cochrane’s cftecling 
any thing of magnitude with his 
‘^lender resources. 

It is impossible to imagine u 
country or people in a more deplo- 
rable condition than was now th^ 
whole of Crcccc. Besides the 
Acro-Corinthus, the Greeks heM 
no places on the continent but Na- 
poli di Romania and Napoli di Mal- 
Yoisia, which were considered «m- 
])Tcgnable, and into which provi- 
sions could at all times be easily 
introduced. After seven years of 
carnage and suflrring, such as the 
world has seldom witnessed, (fieir 
po<srasion'« were rcducod to*thcsc 


three fortresses ; ihe w hole of con- 
tinental Greece, excepting the dis- 
trict of Mainu, being in the hands 
of the Turks and the Egyptians. 
The most nunierous army which 
(he Greeks liud ever assembled, 
had been deleuted and dispersed 
before the walls of Athens l)yiled- 
Kcliid Pacha, who after taking the 
Acropoli s, was proceeding to orga- 
nize his forces to re’duce in like 
manner tiie eifadcl of Corinth. 
Within his Paclialick of RouiQe- 
Ita, the towns iVom the isthmus 
of Corinth to Prevesa had sent in 
articles of submission, signed by 

tlie privates, cuidtani, and elders, 
and received the pardon of ^t^ 
Porte througli the hands oC^.lhe 
Greek patriarch. Ibruhiin Pacha 
was only watting for the arrival of 
rcinforccineuts and supplies from 
Egypt, to sweep across the Mo*rda 
with his discipline^ Arabs, and 
again co-operate w iih the victorious 
army of RoumeU Vulessi. The 
Greeks hud nothing to oppose to 
the enemy; neither money, ammu- 
iiiliou, nor provisions, with which 
to assemble jor keep together an 
cftectivo force. When hostile ope- 
rations should be resumed id that di- 
rection, the more warlike inhabitants 
might retreat to their native fast, 
nesses, and maintain a partisan 
w'arfafe ; but the mass of the popu- 
lation ivould have to imitate the 
epamnte of their countrymen in 
by flying to the 
islands, and resorting to the deipe- 
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rate c.x^cdioiUGl'piriiOY ibrsuksist- 
once, leaving the IVh’ponuuHUS a 
desert. 

Ibrahim, indeed, aliiiongii he did 
not undertake any onterprise of 
inagnitudc betwec'n llie liill of Mes- 
■soluDghi and llie buttle ofNavari- 
no, yet by niarcliing and rountor- 
inarching in all directions, he kept 
»jp a coinmnfiicalioii between the 
various fortresses in his possession. 
T|jc Greek rlistriots of Gnstouni, 
i*atras, and Vo.sti//n, as far inland 
as Calavrita, iiad returned to' their 
former allegianee, to avoid exter- 
niinatioii ; and several of the eapi. 
tapi had submitted and received 
letters of purdon. Greeks wcurino 
their anus resumed their eoininer. 

/ eial intercourse with the Murks at 
Patras, and the cultivation of tie* 
rich currant liiicyards of Vosti’/za 
was resumed, under the surveillance 
«if, Egyptian soldiery quartered in 
the district. Hut language is ina> 
dequute to describe the condition 
of the Greeki< in the wasted pro. 
vinces. MMiousands hud fallen, by 
the sword, by disea-<*, or by fa- 
mine ; but tbousainis remained 
alive, to experience the last degrees 
of absolute WTOlchedncss which Im- 
man nature is capable of support- 
ing. Houses ])ilIagod, dismantled, 
or destroyed l>y fire; vineyards 
ami olive gardens wasted, and 
tields cooii*rled into slubblo, wore 
iie fatiiiliar objects that 
.-I'jt the ey'‘. Gf the unarmed po- 

:■ .'(• till •* . 


of such a w'nrfarc liad ^pared, were 
sold into slavery, or wniidcrcd in 
beggary and starvation, multitudes 
of them living upon roots and 
snails' and having no, fihelter but 
caves and holes in the earth. In 
these circumstances it is not sur- 
prising that a famishing people, 
free from the le.struints of govern- 
iiimit, and possessing no otliei 
means of subsistence, should adopt 
a life of piracy, to escape starva- 
f^on. M'iiat anv bearing the name 
of Greeks remained in existence, 
was only to be accounted for by the 
consideration, that it is no easy 
tusk to extenninate a whole nation, 
even with executioners so willing 
and expert as 'Furks* and Arabs. 
Snell was the condition of these 
unhappy people, whose only crime 
was their aspiration after the bless, 
ing.s of liberty, and of delivcranci.* 
tVom llic savage rule of one of the 
worst despotisms on earth. And 
the (irceks appealed to the other 
Christian powers for sympathy and 
: id, in a voice of agony, that w‘us 
not beard in vain. 

Nothing lias been more prejudi. 
r ial to the cause of the Greeks in 
other Ciiristiun countries, than the 
sy.«!itcmof piracy pursued under her 
flag in the Archipelago and Levant. 
M'he islands that lie scattered over 
the Aegean sea, bad, from the cir- 
eiinjstance.'j already alluded to, Iun 
come the refuge of ile.spcratc arid 
lawleV'^ im-n, who preyed upon (bn 
' '•I’f'. i ri itaiinTifbai hji'm 
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guU‘(i tlic Mediterranean. Flotilkis 
of Mystics and similar vessels, calcu- 
lated fur piratical cruisintr, swarmed 
among all the narrow straits and 
.<eiis, from Candia to Ncgrti^>ont, 
which respected no tlug, and sought 
<»nly for the means of plunder. 
These islaiidei's sometimes (rcut- 
i‘d their captives with cruelty, Jind 
t)ceasionalIy set at dctiance the 
armed shi|>s of Americans, liritish, 
I'rcnch, and Austrians, which cruis- 
«;<] ill the Levant, for the* protection^ 
of their respective countrymen. It 
was dillicuU to attack them with 
'-uccess, because they could run 
(heir light craft among the rocks, 
or into shallow creeks, inaccessi. 
ideto ships/<>r war; and if ap- 
pruaclicd or brought to, they fought 
with the resolution whi(di springs 
from despair. Of eoarse, it neces- 
sarily happened, that the merchant' 
men and naval oflicers, who came 
ill contact with them, should ac- 
ijuiro and entertain a had idea of 
the whole people, from such unfa- 
\ourable specimens. Hut the hii-, 
matic ami lh(M:onsiderAte,rctlectcd 
that the < I reck government did 
every thing in its power to repress • 
and punish the freebooters ; that if 
many of the Greeks were pirates, 
it was because (he horroi*sofa war 
waged fur their extermination liud 
expelled them from their homes, 
stripped them of their property, 
and scattered them over the islands, 
ill ,n condition f»f niiviTv amk dc- 


spair, bordering upon madness it- 
self. 

llcnce, notwithstanding the losses 
occasioned to neutral commerce 
by their depredations, a deep sym- 
pathy in the suircrings of the 
Greeks very generally prevails, 
and no where more extensively 
than in America, France, and 
(Jrcat Britain, which, together with 
Austria, have sustained the great- 
est injury at their hands. Cargoes 
of provisions, and other neccs8l&- 
rics, eollected by the Greek com- 
iniltccs of New-Vork, Philadelphia,* 
lioston, and other parts of the 
United !;?tatcs, and distributed 
under the eye of Dr. Howe, Mr. 
Miller, and other American Phil, 
hcllencs, have proved of incalcula- 
ble heiielit, inopportunely Relieving 
the furnishing Greeks. The g<^ 
verninont of the United States ne- 
cessarily felt hound, those prin- 
cipics of rigid neutrality which 
constitute the cardinal points oi’ 
their public policy, to abstain from 
taking part in (he contest as a na- 
tion. But the European powers, 
whose practice;, at least, sanctions 
(heir interference in the afiairs of 
other nations of Europe, in certain 
extreme cases, have finally con- 
curred in considering the struggle 
of the (vreeks ns one of these cases., 
and have at length interposed bare* 
ly in season io preserve theii 
cxMcycf asa people. 

Notwithstanding the enorinom 
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rxpciuiiliirc ot' blood and trcaHiirc 
which the Greek war had already 
coat the aiiltan, it in iiiideiiiahle, 
iliaty in July, 1827, the Turkisli 
empire was wrought up into more 
energy and spirit than it Inid pos- 
sessed at any previous time during 
the contest. New rceruits and new 
supplies were about to ho iurnished 
Ibrahim Pacha by his father. A 
dreadful tranquillity pervaded Con. 
stanlinoplc — a traiujtiiliity produ. 
ced by u series of wholesale o\c. 
eutioiis, unparalleled in the history 
uf modern times. The Janissaries, 
liite the arbiters of the sultan's 
destiny, and at once tiie strength 
and the weakness of the empire, 
had censed to exist. Mahmoud 
devoted himself incessarilly to the 
levy, cqiiifiment, and discipline of 
his new* troops, designed to com. 
(tine the subordination and orga. 
nized inovvincnt of P^uropean 
armies, with the patience under 
hardships, contempt of death, and 
impetuosity in battle, which charac. 
terize the Asiatic Turks. All 
these circumstances portended a 
consummation of uUuirs most fatal 
to the Greeks. 

Negotiations, for . ending the 
conflict in (* recce by some ar- 
rangeiucnt compatible with the 
principles of religion, of justice, 
and of humanity, began in good 
earnest, by an ofler of mediation, 
made in Itic joint names of G^at 
llritiiin and lliiNsia. ThijI {rurpose 
'•p{;cars to hau- l*cen oue *•{’ ihr 


principal objects of the duke oi 
Wcllingfotrs mission to St. Peters- 
burg, in 1820. The precise tenor 
of the urrangcnicnts then conclu- 
ded, has been recently made pub- 
lic, Ity the prr>rocol of eonform- 
ces held at St. iVteisburg, April 
4th, 1826, brtwt^oii the duko oi 
Wellington in hchalf of Grca* 
Hrititin, and counts Lievon and 
Nesselrode, in belinlf of Uiissin, i' 
appears to have het'ii agreed to 
nnqmso t** the Porte, 1. Tlud 
''Greece should be a dependency o! 
the Turkish empire, paying a fixed 
annual tribute, hut being exclusive- 
ly governed by aiithorilies choseu 
by themselves, in the appointment 
of which the Porte should co-ope 
rate. 2. That the GYceks shoiib' 
enjoy complete liberty of con 
science, and of commerce, and 
simubl direct exclusively their own 
domestic go\criinicnt ; and, 
to prevent .iti) collision of privat* 
interests, the ti' reeks should lm;> 
the f»rojK‘riy of the Turks situated 
on the continent of Greece, or in 
'the islands. It waMfiirtlier agreed, 
that the two powers would sepn- 
ratcly or in concert, profit by cverv 
favourable occasion to employ theit 
influence with the Imllige rents, in 
ofder to efleri their rcconciliatifin 
upon the basis of these propost 
lions. The details of the inaiiei 
were, left to he the Kuhjectof future 
negotiation ; hiil each party dis 
tinctly engiig<t(I lu M.*ck in tliiii a; 
rafigi'fijout no ji<;«friin<Ib'‘'ui»‘n/ 
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territory, ««> i/iHuenco, 

and no commc^rcia) advantag^fis for 
tlicir subjects, wliirli shouldTiiSbt be 
w^ually accessible for all other na- 
tions ; and th**) also oar^^d W) so. 
iirit tlio concMvrence of Austria. 
?i«sswi, and Fiiinre, Such were 
'ho stij^iilutions 'of rhe parties to 
♦his mtiinorablt • rr.iiv-.* fneni,whic!i 
•.mis destined to ex^rri-sc an in* 
Huenco so important upon the 
ODiaticipation of tovocc. 

Letters from OuKsf-.nitinonlp^^ 
written during tiie eavli'n* part ot 
the year 2827, iihoiitid with state. 
Qiehtsofthe represonlai'ions niado 
*0 the Turhi^divan, in compliance 
with the pWisions of the above 
treaty, by Mp Stratford Canning, 
and AL de Ribeaupierro, the re. 
jfnmktativea of Eng/.-md and Rus. 
didv But tlio lang(nj</o of tim Rnis 
Edfendi waa not sucii, at any lime, 
as to authorize the rxj’rrinfiori that 
♦ho Forte would acccfd tin* riicdiH. 
fioij of the two powers. It was on. 
ih'-rstood that count Guilhuuinof. 
the French ambassador, ah hough ^ 
his court had not y«*,t formally ac- 
ceded to the views of Russia and 
England, neverllieiess, advised • 
the Forte to acquiesce in them. 
Similar counsel was hNo given by 
the Friissian and Austrian minis, 
ters. If the sultan counted upon 
the lukewarmness of Austria, or 
her jealousy of Russia, as any sc. 
ciirity ugiiiiist an active iiiterposL 
lion of the allies, ho was greatly 
j»ii*4tnhen. Tho baron d’Otfenfels, 


the Austrian inlcrnmicio, present, 
ed a dfiiloinalic note to tlie Reis Ef- 
feiidi, strongly urging the Porte to 
consult its own intercel, and the 
fuJure Iranquijiity of Kuropc, by 
yichliiig to the jiroposiiions of the 
cabinets ot Loiidnn and St, Fe* 
turshurg. lliii uciiher the repic- 
spiitaiious ff one, nor the threats 
of anotht*.-, J!j.|>f*,iired to shake the. 
resolution of the s-iftarj, who per- 
si.'U'd in rcjardiiijr tlnijr proposals 
SIS an obtrusive ami iiiiju<(fitiiiK!o 
tnterfw* nv.c in the doincHiie aliairs 
of Ilia empire. ^ 

To follow all the negotiations 
relative to this point chronologi- 
cally and minutely, would greatly 
exceed tlie limits which our plan 
prescribes to us ; nor is it necdli/1 
to a vhar understanding^ of the 
su!»ject. For on the Stth and Kith 
of June, the Reis Ktfendi presented 
to the French, Fngllkh, Rus^idn, 
Austrian, and.. Prussian missfiSns, 
a long manifesk), which cut short 
all pnure.cdings ppon tho footing 
in which matters-, then stood. In 
this* elaborate slate paper, the 
Reis Eftciidi enir'j^J into a full 
exposition of the Ifeilits of the 
Porte over the insurgent provin. 
CCS of (frec.co, of the tolcvniit po. 
llcy wliich he allcgc.il had always 
been follow'cd towards its inhal'i- 
taiits, and i)f the disposlli»in stilf 
.emortained to jiardon their pre- 
sert rpbellipn, if ntoneil for by 
speedy submission, lie complain- 
ed of the Kiiro|K'au geverntuenfs. 
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for having violatoil tlu'ir neutral 
I'elatinns, in suircring their sub- 
jects to countenance and assist 
the rebel Greeks; and reproach- 
ed some of them with luiving 
expressly agreed not to interfbr<i 
between them and the Porte. Pi- 
nally, he said that, us revolt and 
disorder existed only in a single 
portion of the Ottoman t(.‘rritoiy, 
while all the rest of that vast 
.empire enjoyed the most i)errect 
^^pose, the sultan considered it 
not only contrary to the usiagc of 
nations, but absolutely derogate. 
ry to his own dignity, to admit 
of the interposition of a foreign 
.:V<power, to prevent his punishing 
' nis revoUc(l subjects, within iiis 
own dominions; and he declared 
onee for all, that he would never 
]ii(ten to any propositions whatever, 
which, aimed to deprive him of 
the least ptfrt of his hereditary 
rights over the insurgent Greeks. 

While these proceedings had 
been taking place at ( Vmstantino. 
pic, a treaty was under negoiia. 
tion at London, whicii again 
changed the coniylexion of af. 
fairs, and the :iK!lations of the pni - . 
ties. It is entitled, a treaty for 
the settlement of Greece, con- 
eluded July Ist, between Great 
Britain, France, and Russia, 
through their respective pierii. 
potentiaries, the English secrete. . 
ry, viscoCint Dudley, the prince 
de Pditgnac, and the pHneo dc 
Iiievcn. The proamhb* set^ fortti 


that llie high contracting pariic>, 
penetrated with the necessity of 
putting an eial to the snnguinar} 
contest, which, by delivering up tins 
G’rcrk provinces and the islu.s ol 
the Archipelago to albthe (lisordei> 
of anarchy, produced dally fresh 
impediments to .the commerce oJ' 
the European states ; haVing re- 
ceived, on th(^ part of the Greeks, 
a pr<‘«.dng rcipicsl to interpose 
their mediation with the (Htumau 
Forte ; aiyl being animated by tie 
desire of stopping the (‘|}'u.sion oi 
blood, and arresting the evils of nil 
kinds wliicb might arise from thr^ 
continuance of the c.xisiing state oi 
things, — had resolved to nnitc thrii 
eflbrts to re-establish a peace, In 
means of an arrangflmcnt whicli 
was called for as much hy humani- 
ty, as by the interest and the rejpose 
of Europe, The treaty itself wa^ 
.suhstantiuily tiic same u.s the pro- 
tocol of the coidercncf's at St, IV 
Icr-slHirgh, except that the threr 
powers agreed to demand an iir. 
mediate armistice between the bel 
''ligerents, as a preliminary condi 
tion indispensable to the openin.i: 
of any negotiation, ilud the treats 
stopped here, things might h:i\« 
dragged along in the Meditcrranctiii 
fdr another year, ns they had during' 
the lust ; but to prevent (his, an 
additional and secret article was 
appended to the treaty, duleil Jul\ 
6th, providing that if the Porte did 
n6t, within the space of one month, 
accept the tncdiaiioii propo,sf!d, flu 
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OiUtructiiig powers would innne. 
diately proceed to establish com. 
rnercial relatious with the Greeks ; 
and that, if either or both of the bcl. 
ligcreiit parties should not, within 
one montli* accept tiie proposed 
armistice, the contracting powers 
would “ exert ail the. means tchich 
rircumstances might suggest to their 
inrvdence^ to obtain tlie immediate 
effect of the armistice.*’ Instnic. 
lions conformable to this stipula. 
tion, were immediately to be ser^t 
to the admirals commanding thb 
I'rcnchjKussianjand English squad. 
ron.<a, in the seas oi‘ the Levant, 
their respective representatives in 
London being authori/.od to dis. 
i'uss and determine, from time to 
lime, the ulterior measures which 
might become requisite. 

Wiat specific instructions were 
actually given to the naval oHicors 
of the three powers in the Mcditer- 
rancaii, has not yet boon ihscioscd 
lo the public; nor to what precise 
ulterior measures it was deicrrain- 
ofl to resort ; excepting so far 
as may ho inferred from the event. 
The Gret k committee of govern- 
ment lost no time, afier being no-, 
(itiodof this memorable treaty, in 
accepting the proffered mediation, 
upon (he conditions prescribed* to 
them; and immediately issued a 
proclamation, dated August -Ust, 
declaratory of the fact. Alluding, 
(o the late disturbances at Napoli, 
the commission furtbrr signified 
ilioir intention of temporarily trans- 


ferring the scat ol' govermnenl to 
iEgina. Ilut nothing could move 
tlic obstinacy of tlic Porte. Down 
to the 16th of \iigust, the uniform 
answer of the Ottoman government 
to all the representations of the fo- 
reign ambassadors, was a firm and 
peremptory rciusal to accept the 
proffered mediation upon any terms 
whatever. On that day, the am- 
bassadors addressed a note to the 
Reis Effendi, embracing the sub4 
stance of the treaty of London, inq 
reqaijring of the Divan to .make 
known its intentions respecting it, 
witiiin the space of fifleen days. 
This note concluded with these re- 
markable expressions : “ It istKeit ^ 
duty not to conceal from tlte Reis | 
Effendi, that a new refusal, an etw- 
n/cc or msujpcknt answer j even a to- 
tal sUencet on the part of his jgo- 
vernraent, will place the allied 
courts under tl'.e necessity of re- 
curring to .such measures as they 
shall judge most efficacious for put- 
ting an end to a state of things, 
which is become incompatible even 
wirii the true interests of the sub- 
lime Porte, ^vith the security of 
commerce in general, and with the 
perfect tranquillity of Europe.” 
When the term allotted by this 
note for reply had expired, that is. 
on the 30th of September, the drn- 
gomans of the three embassies re- 
paired to the Reis Effcndi to re- 
ceive^ his ^nstver. whici! w as only 
verbal, Knd was the most decided 
rcfusnl to admit dt*' interference 
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ot* any power in the coiilcst with 
the i I recks. The next iiuY» ano- 
ther note was presented, couched 
in language still more pressing than 
the preceding, to which the same 
answer as bcibre was given. It 
then became a inaiier of (picstion, 
whether the ambassadors should 
persist in the course of negotiation, 
or idiould immediately demand their 
paffiports, and quit tlic Turkish ca- 
pital. But the order of events re- 
quires that we should now pass to 
the scat of the war • in Greece, 
where the crisis of affairs actually 
arrived more suddenly than cither 
party had anticipated. 

We have several times referred 
to the fact, that Ibrahim Pacha re- 
mained comparatively inactive long 
after, the fall of Messolunghi, await- 
ing^the arrival of rtMiilbrceroeiits 
from Egypt. Tlie viceroy^s ftcet 
at length saiked from Alexandria, 
Avigaat 5th, with 6000 troo])s, and 
supplies in pro{)ortion, destined for 
the Morea, and arrived at Navari- 
no the 3d of Septomher. Includ- 
ing transports, this fleet is said to 
have consisted of nv.»re than 100 
vessels ; and when united with the 
other Turkish ships in the harbour 
of Navarino, constituted a most 
powerful and splendid naval urma- 
inent. Early in the same month, 
vice admiral Sir Edward Codring- 
too sailed from Smyrna towards the 
j^ame quartbr, to be joined there by 
the French squadron, under rear 
admiral dc Rigny: aircofU m tin; 


Mediterranean, and by tjie lea: 
admiral count Hcidcn, with a Rus- 
sian fleet from the Baltic, for the 
purpose of carrj'ing into eftect the 
provitfinns of the treaty of London. 
'Phe object of the alircs being in 
tiic first place, to obtain an armis- 
tice (le facto, Sir Edward Codring 
ton and the chffvulier de Rigny, act- 
ing as well for themselves, as for 
the Russian admiral, held a confe- 
rence with Ibrahim Pacha, on the 
of September, in which the lat- 
fer consented to a provisional sus- 
pension of hostilities. Notwitli- 
standing his agreement, Ibrahim 
Pacha attempted, the very next day, 
to leave llie harbour of Navarino; 
and Sir Edward Cudrington after- 
wards met a detachment of the 
'J’lirco- Egyptian fleet steering for 
I’airas, which he cotn|)clled to re- 
turn. 'J'hcse circumstances, indi- 
cating that the 'Purks (lid not fed 
disposed to abate one tittle of their 
pretensions, naliirally created in- 
tens(‘ anxiety in all Europe, as to 
the probable result of such an ex- 
traordinary state of things. 

This did not long remain in 
doubt* Enraged, it would seem. 
that obstacles were tlirown in the 
way of his projected naval ciitiir 
prises, Ibrahim Pacha resolved, in 
deliancc of the armistice, and in 
breach of his solemn eiigagcinonts, 
Jio wreak his vengeance on the 
whole Greek population within hi^ 
powc;^. 1 1 is troops began to carry 
on a species of warfare inoro de- 
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'lU'uclivu uu(i e.\tcrminuti)i" t]>an 
betore, piittin^r women mill chikirrm 
to the sword, burning the dwollirtgs, 
tearing up olive trees by the roois, 
and destroying vineyards, in-order 
10 complete* the tlevaslaliori of the 
country, .fustly indignant at this 
violation ufgoovi faiili, Sir Mdwavd 
Codrington, and the chevalier de 
Iligny ijcverlheless ahsUiincd from 
ult :-.or UKNisurcs, until they were 
joined liy eojiiit Hieden, who did 
not arrive oH’ Zante until the Htb 
of October. Soon afterwards the 
three admirals met before Navari. 
no, and in a protocol of their con- 
ference, dated October IStli^ set 
forth its result, in language, which, 
to otir apprehension, is romarkahic 
lor its extreme generality and eon. 
sequent ambiguity. After ali( -in** 
the inducement.s to some eisi\r. 
steps aftbnled by Ihraiiims eon- 
duct, they stale, that to fulfil the 
intentions of tlic three courts, there 
only remained the chtUvc i ctwecii 
three modes of pnueeiling. 'lo 
I'ontinuo to blockade the harbour 
of xVavarino ibrougbout the winter, 
would be ditVicult, expensive, and 
perbaps ustdess ; because a storni* 
might disperse the squadrons, and 
h*avc Ibrahim at liberty to convoy 
iiis d<;struying army to any part of 
(jlrcecc. Mo unite the allied squad, 
tons in IV.n irino itself, and secure, 
hy their permaueut presence, the . 
inaction of the Ottoman fleet, ^was 
considered objectionable, berjiutK* 
die- Porte wnnhl meet it bvits m-ual 


jMiIicy of procrastination. Ke- 
jccling these two plans, it was 
agreed' to “ pm'ccd to take a posi- 
iton with the sfiuadrons in Navari- 
no,” in order to renew to Ibrkhim 
the proposal of an armistice, it be- 
ing supposed tliat this course might, 
effect the desired object, '‘without 
etfusion of blood, and without hos- 
tiiitics, simply by the imposing prc. 
sence of the stpjadrons.” 

Certain it is, tiiat the tlireo ad- 
mirals, however sincere they may 
have •been in adopting this course 
as the means of preventing hostili- 
ties, did not calculate rightly either 
respecting the strength or the pre- 
sumption of their opponents. Their 
language is the very perfection of 
diplomatic obscurity, ahd leaves it 
altogether questionable, whether 
tlicy expected or desired to a^id 
an actual collision. They resolve 
to act in tliisway,bertuise the other 
two ways were liable to he less ftn- 
mcdialcly decisive. They do not 
express a belief that it will prevent 
the effusion of blood, but only an 
opihion that it may. Finally, they 
agree to tnk» a position with the 
sqitadruns in Navarino, that is, to 
range themselves alongside the 
Turks in order of battle, for the ex- 
press purpose of producing intimi- 
dation by their imposing pn^scnce. 
Far be it from us to quarrel with a 
course of proqpeding, which pro- 
durec^ results so glorimi/ to Cliris- 
tendnin.* M'hc belief is inevitable, 
lliat tin* three admiral with thcii 
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knowle(l;;L* t<l ihrTuikish cliarac- 
kT) musthuNc M!)iii'i{>atL'd tlic con> 
.sequences wliicli ucuraliy iollowed. 
But we do not honour them loss if 
they did, seeing that iioiliiug short 
of a decisive blow appeared likely 
to produce any serious impression 
upon the infatuated obstinacy of the 
Porte. 

in pursuance of tlie above de- 
scribed agreement, ‘he combined 
squadrons, acting under the orders 
of Sir Edward Codrington as coin- 
mander in chief, stood in for i^ava- 
rino on the 20th of October. They 
passed ihc battcrie.s in two co- 
lumns, and found the Turkisli 
ships moored in the form of a cros- 
cent, with springs on their cables, 
and to all appearance ready for ac- 
tion. The British flag-ship Asia, 
led, on, ttnd anchored cloye along, 
.side a ship of ihe line, hearing the 
dag of the Caffiiana Be>’, and the 
oth*er vessels belongifjg ' • h e com- 
bined squadrons, took their appoint- 
t:d stations in order of butt! In- 
■structioDF had been m, that no 
gun should be tired, unie.ss gUus 
were first fired by the 'I'urks ; and 
these instruct ions were strictly ob- 
served. In point of fact, therefore, 
the action was comnicnccd by the 
Turks, who tired into a boat be- 
longing to the Dartmouth, with 
musketry, and killed a lieutenant 
and several of the boat’s crow, 
'fills produced a defensjive fire •uf 
iiiiisketry from the Dartmouth, and 
the French flan ^-hip Svreiir. wldch 


was followed hy a cun non ball siiot 
at the Asia ; wlicreupon the battle 
commenced, and 2 >oon became ge- 
neral. It coiitinued with great fu- 
ry far^four hours, when it terininn- 
ted hy the complete destruction of 
the Ottoman fleet, consisting of 4 
sail of the line, 15*'frigates, 15 cor- 
vettes, i) brigs, li iire-ships, and 
numerous transports, and a tre- 
mcndou.s loss of human life, for a 
maratime engageiiM!n|. The three 
i^mirals, and their respective 
st/iadrons, co-operuted togethei 
with perfect harmony throiighoiil 
the battle, and thus obtained a vic- 
tory, wliich, fi*r the carnage and 
destruction which accompanied it, 
has few parallels in the naval 
histor y of the world. 

If unv proof were wanting of 
till* .^\ll»!Mlhy (‘very wHorc felt for 
the .‘•tnijijhng reeks, we might 
find it in the universal burst of ac- 
ch.tmttitm, ulitch hailed the first 
n» ws .ifthi : vu.;.-iy rireugbejl r?.. 
vihzer! America and ICurupC. 'fh ' 
deliverance of (treecc was now 
considered as acrornplishcd. A 
formidable fleet, destined to con- 
I'cy t)ie means of reiicw'cd buiba- 
ritiestothe Greek provinctfs and 
islands, was aimihilated in a singb* 
day, and Christendom was triuni' 
pliant once again in the seas of 
Greece and the Levant, 'i'hc first 
.ctnolion, we repeal, was ono ofiin- 
mingled exultation. Aflerwords, it 
is fine, considerations of the ope- 
rjilion and ronscqucnccs of the Uii- 
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iU were prcs:ieci upon tlie atten- 
tion of the British cabinet with 
much urgency, and excited appre- 
hensions, which, if doservinir of 
any regard, should have been bet- 
ter weighed when the treaty of 
London was concluded. A colli- 
sion between the 'I'urks and the 
three powers, was so clearly the 
natural, almost the necessary, se- 
<]ucl to the treaty, that such appre- 
iien:dons were altogether mistimed, 
.'dter the irrevocable iAep was ta- 
ken. If the battle was precipitate- 
ly fought, it was indeed too lute to 
lament the fact ; because, no con- 
cessions on the part of the allies, 
short of an abandoniuent of their 
object, would bo likely to appease 
the indignation of the l*ortc. 

When Ibrahim Pacha was in- 
funned of this disastrous discorn- 
hturc, fell hack upon Coron, 
and piino the sword Uis (.;reck pri- 
soners, cisher in revenge of the dc- 
lent, nr from anticipated scarcity of 
provisions, leaving the Hugs of the 
allies tloaiir-g upon the ramparts of 
Navuriiio. fie way on his way (o 
Patras, to relieve the garrison, then 
hard pressed by ibc Greeks, and ii> 
want of aininunilion and provisions; 
but ho immediately desisted from 
I'.is purpose. As the Turkish troops 
ill the Morca would soon be dis. 
tressed for want of supplies, and as 
they could. not know the future in-, 
teiitions of the allies, .great conster- 
nation prevailed among the •Arab 
'joklicrs, (piarlerci) over the More.i. 


And from Ibrahim’s movements, it 
was evident that he was preparing 
to send back a part of his troops, 
and probably to evacuate all the 
open country , which bis owm ravages 
had rendered utterly incapable of 
supporting an army. In fact, the 
battle of Navarino in a manner 
terminated the war as between the 
Greeks and Turks. Despatches 
were sent from the admirals to ge- 
neral Church and lord Cochrane, 
at the Greek camp at Vostizza,<re- 
quiriug them to observe the armis- 
tice, which had been so eflectually 
forced upon the enemy. Except- 
ing the expedition against Scio, 
undertaken by colonel Fabvier, and 
the consequent landing upon that 
island in the bi.'ginning of Deceh)- 
ber, nogrciit movement of a hostile 
nature was afltunpleJ, cithei; by 
Ibrahim or the (i reeks. 

Iininediutely after* the battle of 
Navarino, S.r Edward Codrin^on 
issued orders that all vessels sailing 
fur the Danhtnellcs, should be 
^tupped ; und look measures to 
cohiinunicate intelligence of the 
event to thu ambassadors of thr 
three powcis at Constantinople, 
by the speediest means, in order to 
place them on their guard, it being 
impossible to foresee with < ertain- 
fy what would be the effect of the 
defoat upon the Turkish govern- 
inent and people. Serious appre- 
hensions \\cre ontertained tliat the 
populace, exasperated by bigotry' 
and resentmeiii. might every where 
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rise upon the Franks, and murder the tranquillitv whieli prevaihni l-i, 


them all indiscriminately. At 
Smyrna, tor several days after the 
news arrived, great consternation 
prevailed among the chrisrians, and 
all classes of the population par- 
took of the excitement naturally oc- 
casionedby such an unex peeled ca- 
tastrophe. The Eiiglislj and French 
men of war stood in readiness to 
cannonade the town, in ease their 
countrymen were molested. Hap- 
pily-, however, no outrage was com- 
mitted, and the Europeans twore 
permitted to pursue their usual avo- 
cations, after the first ctferves- 
cence had subsided, liven Mo- 
hammed Aii, who received the 
news by an Egyptian corvette, re- 
strained his own passions, and 
those of his subjects, so that Alex- 
andfia continued in perfect tran- 
quillity. The singular equaniinity 
of the viceroy on this occasion, 
arose, no doubt, from his being 
perfectly prepared for the catas. 
trophe, which he had warned ihe 
Porte must take plafu-, smui after 
hc heard the treaty of iiM'diatlon 
had been conciudedv And, con- 
trary to the c.xpectarifui.s gi nerally 
entertained in Europe, wiicu the 
event became known at (lousian- 
tioople, in tKc beginning of No- 
vember, no cxplosicjn took place, 
no ebullition of popular fury tc^ti- 
fied the rage, confvsion, and dis- 
may which reigned in every bt^ea/A. 
Among the peculiarities which sig- 

tjaliwd these rnermiraldi' cvciits. 


this occtision in the capital was not 
the least reinarkahic. It struck hI! 
observers the more, because i? 
seemed to indicate a settled pur- 
pose of dogged lesfuilineiil ; and 
foreigners in the ca))ital ever) 
iiioineiit expccied* an order from 
tlie sultunciiimuan liiig the standard 
of the prophet again to be display 
cd on the mnsrpu* of Si. Sophia, 
and a general arming to tak(‘ place 
throughout the Ottoman ( iiiptre. 

We left the ambassadors at a pe- 
riod, when, according to the sirici 
inlerpretutiou of their last note, the 
negotiations would have been at an 
end. iha they continued to ho 
protracted until the tiSlh of Octo- 
ber, when the ambassadors recoi- 
vnl neu; of the battle, a few days 
beihre it l»M arne ktiown to tlic 
Polio or ihi; public. Tii|^ days 
alh rwanis, tin y inf|uir( ir of the 
Ko's KiU.'iuli wiial in-ih unions had 
biMMi soul to Ihraliim by the IVirte, 
and in whal ligh* the laflor would 
regard any hosiih; »>perations he- 
tween him and- the MjiKidrons of 
the allies ; hut the Peis Eli'eiidi 
refused to give infonnaiion upon 
the subject. On tin; iiili of Noveni- 
her^ there was a gnind meeting of 
the Divan, ut the residence of the 
Mufti, who.se resotniion wa.s, to 
claim of the allies full iitdemiuty 
for the destruction of th*; 'Purkisli 
and Egyptian ileci.s, as a condition 
indisfMmsuble to the inninteniiiiee 
of ncaro. 'I’ll t}u« dmiKind, flu- 
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LiribOKiiadoTKi replied ou the Khh, 
that the battle of Navarino aruso 
irom ail act of af/j^rcHsioii on the 
part of the. Turks, whicli destntyt'd 
all claim of the Forte to iiideiniiity ; 
and also,thal the Forte might have 
prevented the possihility iif such 
an oecuiTcnce, hy <rasonahlv lis- 
iiing to the caun-^els of mot) ‘,a. 
•ion, The negotiations continued 
liiitil the ‘i4lh of November, wiien 
the ambassadors, before leavin'; 
Constant ino|ilo, once *morc and 
linally invittid the Forte to accept 
their mediation, and acknowledge 
the armistice. Of course, this in- 
vital ion met with the same fate as 
its predecessors ; and on the Hth 
of December, Mr. Stratford Can- 
iiinj; uiid count Guillcminot loft 
Constaiilino|»lc for Corlu, ami the 
marquis dc Ribp ipiern? also quit- 
ted it for Odessa ; and thus the 
relations of amity between their 
respective countries and the Porte, 
NYiu’c dissolved. Every thing in 
(h)iistantinopIe demonstrated that 
the infatmitcd Turks wore about to^ 
rush into w ar against a combination 
of the most powerful states of Eu- 
rope. Put the history of the sub-t 
smiuent events rightly belongs to 
the ensuing y^ar, as until then the 
Forte made no oflicial declaration 


of its views and intentions ; and at 
this point, therefore, it is proper 
our narrative should be suspend- 
ed. 

At this pui^t, then, we leave the 
liistory of Europe for 1827. Nei- 
ther of the non hem states having 
been the scene of imvorlant events 
during that pfM:od, we have abstain- 
ed from making tlu^m severally 
the subjects of separate remark ; 
omitting, for the same reason, to 
give a particular account of Atis- 
tria and Italy. This consideration 
does not in strictness apply to Rus- 
sia, which, ailer the removal of 
general YarraolotV, from the go- 
vernment of Georgia and Cauca- 
sia, and through the mors active 
exertions of general Paskewitsch^ 
his successor, gained one advaatago 
utter another over the forces* of 
Abbas i\Iii7.a, until the capture of 
Tabrecz reduced the ‘Persians to a 
sense of the danger of continumg 
the war aga inst their powerful neigh- 
bour, and led to the conclusion of a 
treaty of peace. But we reserve 
tlie liistory of tiiese incidents for 
another volimij, sous to relate them 
in connexion w ith some later cir- 
cumstances, all which combined, 
have especially served to fix the 
public uttciition upon Russia. 
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DOMESTIC OCCURRENCES. 


niE NEW.ENGLAND STATEfci 


mi.] MAINE. 

fygislaturc.^'i'Ue !c{»islature of 
conv(Mie<l on the lirst Wcdiie.s- 
day of Jariuaiy, in Voriland. Kobert 
P. Dnnlap, Esq. was chosen presi- 
dent of the senate, and John Kuu^Ies, 
Esq. speaker of the house of repie- 
sentativrs. 

ilonsc or RcPRF..«tKNTATIV£s. f 
l*'ebrnarv I. *5. V 

Internal /wprowHien/.— -The coni- 
mitieo to whom had been referred so 
inneh of the "overnor’s nie.ss ige, at 
the conimoiiceiiient of the .'cssioii, as 
ndated l«> the subject of internal im- 
provement. in.tdc a report, accompa- 
nied with the following resolutions: • 

Renolved, 'I'hat if it shall be the 
drtcrminatimi of the government of 
the Uirited {States, to appropriate a 
part of its revenue to the purposes’of 
internal improvement, in the consinic- 
tion of muds and canals, and impro- 
ving the navigation of rivers, aiiil in 
promoting education, it is the npmioii 
of this legislature, that the funds de- 
signed for the.se objects, ought to be 
distributed among the several states, 
in proportion to their population, to* 
be expended under the authority of 
their respective legislatures. 

Re$olve.dt Th u the serretafS' of 
-'tatc be. and he. hereby is directed t*» 


transmit a copy of these resolves, 
with the preamble, to each of the se- 
nators and representatives in congress 
from this state. 

Resolccd. 'I’bat the governor be, and 
he beicby is requested to tiansniit a 
ropy of these resolves, with the pream- 
hle. to the excmlive of eftch of the 
other stales in the Tnion. • 

The question, on passing the re- 
solves to he engrossed f as reported by 
the committee, was, after a long^dc- 
baie, taken by yea.s and nays, and de- 
cided in the affirmative — yeas 81, 
nays uO. They were adopted in the 
senate, by the casting vote of thepre- 
sidcni. 

of Gopcrmnenf.— The legisla- 
ture of Alatno adjourned without de 
lay, on the 26th of February, having 
been in session nearly eight weeks, 
and passed 8.S acts and 51 resolves. 
On the 24th, the bill fixing the sear 
of uuvernmeut at Augusta, after 1833. 
passed to be enacted, and the sum of 
$;»00 was appropriated to he expend- 
ed in fencing and ornamenting the 
lot on which the state house will pro- 
bably he built, . 

%lpri7 — Destructive J’ire in Au- 
oiisT.\, On Monday night last, 

almut 1 1 o’clock, the inhabitants of 
Augusta were alarni'‘d l»y the ringing 
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of bells and tl«e cries (if Fire ! It 
proved to be in Kenneliee bridge, 
wliieli, .IS nniiy of uui rendt'is 
was fr.iined .iiui croveifil .iliuve ibe 
flooi, ri'^einldinu, cMnir.dU . a l.nne 
rope-w.illv. 'I lio lire was fust disco 
vered in a elosci oi locker, I'nilt about 
midway of tbe biiiUc. f<ir .idijuiMi 
of tools, ropes, &:i li*. 

workmen, in rase of n p.iiis. At tbr. 
time of tile discover}, it iuui inaoebnt 
little progirs!! ; blit tbe rapidiu with 
which the thiinessprejd. imied by ibe 
air, circiiiatiti^' tliroMt:b tiic IniiMio/ 
on tbe inside, and -ibovr and bencaili 
it on the outside, riiat in about foe 
minutes from that time, tbe (lie ran- 
geii the wiiole Icjifrili of tbo biidur. 
pouring out with violence at each end, 
and bursting thrtnigbdinrient p.iitstif 
the roof. 

On either side i.t tin.' iivcr, at tlic 
opposite ends of tin. biidm', ibcn* i- .i 
(duster of bnilditigs. piincitdiliv stoic-. 
No sooner bad tbe tii(; (omniandi i 
the whole bridge, ilian the dann.- 
brought destruction into the oppuMte 
villages. In a few nionicnis •< lame 
store,* owned bv I). Craig, and ocin* 
pied by the Me'sic. Jonc<i, on do 
western side, and a bnibling improv* d 
as a dwelling house by Mr. Kincaiil. 
the toll cailierci. on the eastern sit!.-, 
weie wrapprd in the destructive i !•> 
rnent. 

In blit little more than half an iionr 
from the time the alarm was ^Ivcn, 
the bridge, with its now nakul, b'li 
yet burning frame over ii, fell, in 
two divisions. The easti rn aich first 
giving way. am. ihi w<i.st<‘rn follow ing 
it in about fifteen inlnnfes. Tin* nasli 
was terrible. 'I’lie two divisions 
moved with the enrreiif down the 
river, eacii in a conipaci form, threat- 
ening destruction to wiiarvcs and 
other property on the shoins below. 
One of tiie.se inoviin.' bodies of fni; 
was stopped at Hallow ell; the odor 
passed this viila<i(\ six miles I'tom .Au- 
gusta, aliout three o'(d x k in. the morn- 
ing. * , ' 

no ('on V t. .NT ION. 

Maine DEtEOATEs.— A nl<•l•l|I:.: of 


delegates from different parts ut 
M.iiiic, was held at llallowell on the 
IJifh iiisf, at which levoliitioiis v\ere 
ad. pled, afiproving of the psoposi- 
ti.ji) for a coiiviMilion at ll.uiisburg, 
and favomalilt* to die eiicoiir.igcmeiit 
of tin .tLiiii nliinal and mamifaciming 
ii;tcn '.'H Ilf ilic I niicd hiAies ; ai.d 
die toi:... in- Ltndcineii were chosen 
1(1 K pic'.iMii ibe SI, lie at Harrisburg 
on me ->(iib iM--i. vi/ John .Holmes, 
Jedediah Hciiick, Jo.-lma M iiig itc, 
jf. ; Uilliani L.olii. and Hryec M'Ccl- 
l.iii. Hon. Jonadi in Page waseban 
iii:iii of the iiitermg. 

few days since, at Nevv 
tJIonccstcr. .Ml- (-.n miles below 
Poillaiid ) die iiiii.O'-flicic presented 
the appearance of being Idled widi 
'^noM, none of wbich. Inonwoi, retain- 
ed itsfijini long enough to leneb the 
c.tnli. 

FtRt; \T I^lUTL.S^f».— 
The liie cfuninciUMM! at about one 
« n ’liKsiiav iiiorning, in die 
‘•loic (d Mr. (». W. Hanoi, on die 
««>»n*-i (d* the passage way leading to 
ln,.ia}i ini's wbaif On Fore Street, 
f!ic tdil *i,,.iiket house, .(ltd all the 
bii.Mi.i:*' t.. I.oiig cb.iil, and on the 
••-e-i *•;.)( ol die whaif as far as tin- 
‘ift,!.* of K tiieelev \* Son, the 
biiiidin',s weie ronsnmed— poinprising 
about ivsenty-five feiieiiic nls. 

tSffiUmhrr — I’.i.ki th»n.s. — T he an- 
final eb’ciionof si.iie itnd county offi- 
cers, was held on die imh. (iov. Lin- 
coln was re elected. 

’ Oclofccr.—Ahno.sTooK Skttli:- 

WlrNT— The following slnteiiieiit, 
made I)v Ceorge AV. (’offm. F.sq. 
^.'ind .iccnt of the st.itr of Mnssacbii- 
sotts, is extracte.i! from u volume of 
doenments on the subject, publislied 
b) aiitlioriiy, .ind presents u clenr and 
.TecAirnie view of the difficiihics on 
the frontier of Maine. 

Tbe French settlers at Madnwas- 
ka, arc many of them the dew end- 
antMjf tbe neutral Fiencb, that were 
'forineriy srttlrd at Kennibacasiti.s, 
near the city of St. Johns, and about 
the yi ar ■«!>, wi re driven from thence 
into the Ulterior ; ibev then fixc'l 
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wir.iO'.elvts Hi wh.il is now cillliMl .Ma- 
.l;tttask:i, l)L*in;;aii extent of Uaiilory 
iijjun Ht. Jo'nii’s liver ah‘j:it 
miles Tliese jn fiplt*, by m.nii.i<'e 
\vi!li (he C;UM(iiaii I' leiii ii, tiic' ilier 
wiili I'lnijiiation fiuin t'anad.i, ate 
llO\^ h.iidly iHstinuMiNhal.le fiDtii the 
Fieiirh fiti/riis ot t 'anada. ■ tism-i; 
llie same (,'reiile 'I liex le- 

in.iMied m that \iild< riU's im a nmn 
bei iil' vf^ais, 'Mtlmfit bi ihi nole'ed by 
tlip piuviiiro, and im liie of 

Maine, wcm- cMlin |y lui »mHn. : la* 

. lirst »•>■) icts.-d oxn tlirm 

by die |{iiii'.li, lamimencad ai-*)ui 
fwehe 01 lit'tvcn yr.irs a;ii), uIkmi a 
Iro'l I'fmiestet! eli rtion •.v>'*<'Xl>t*«‘n‘d, 
ipr a nwMfdn'i -d flie as.M inoly, lor llie 
coiuiiy ol Wnk ; lo ;;iis- ti Mjim* pn 
liliial the .\ladav\a>kaiis 

•aeii* tr.dli'd ii)hm) io in ilieir 
votes, and iVom lina*, lliO) have 
Im < it iK'llllttlcd, ■•rKlUH'd (he 
•I' utfinn, a. siin,»d ilic vnwsul’ in- 
r. H- at 1 j'.ei'Hii.'. mi - .{jsiMn** 

ii‘lMi\f to the looiiilny !t •», ajiiih 
eomiiieneed altoni th«’ lune an at* 
tftnpt \v:is in.iilc 10 iiljihf il. mMler 
llic jjimisior. ol’llie treat) onihenl, 
the llriihli II pot'i.'i il t moit’ di- 
reef eomse ol Imivuenoii. Peter 
Fi.i'er, m.iioi oT tin 4lli h.iitalion of 
site York eunnt- iiiiritia, thottiln it a 
_oii;l ineasine to have the I’teiielimnj 
emolli'd. and tliev have foi soiiie 
foiii Ol five »eais leen made to do 
milituy dtiiy, hut mvei have been 
intnisted wilii arni'*. They have 
also, -hen small ilnnands have betfl 
brouii^ht ajiainsi them, whether just 
or not, been under the necessity of 
paying, or be subjected to a jouriify, 
of l;>«t or 'iOtt miles, to Prederiektoii. 
.0 inakn ilttir ‘efeiire ; a grievance 
wliieh they coinplaio ol very iinieli 
Within H> or l i years, several fabii- 
lins have moved lo IVladauaska from 
Kemiebork, and others from New 
llriinswick Pursuant lo the n'sohes 
of nth June, llbi'), the land agents 
fur Massae'husetts and Maine, snr-' 
veyed to John IJaker,* and made and 
executed a deed by metes tiiid bf^itiids, 
of.om* hundred acres of land, and 
another lot of same eoutenis. to James 


liaeon. Said Baker has on his lot a 
siw and grist mill, dwelling house, 
^te. very j'leasanlly situated at the 
coiilloeuce of a river (called Mary- 
iimtii ouk) with St. John's liver, about 
ten miles above the inouih of Mada- 
wa-ka liver; 12 or 15 miles higher 
up. on flu: soiiili side, I'ish river emp- 
ties into the Kt Jrilms. At this 
pl.ice is A lame ilonbie saw mill, 
erected by Wilmot and Peters, of 
riedfiicklon, wliirli is supplied from 
the foiest smiminding it. When 1 
was at M. .li-tm's two ‘years ago, I 
v.-is inloimed. ilial in coi:scqueiK-e of 
the lenmnstr.nice made to the Britisli 
ministei at Washington, by our go- 
vernment, against the practice of 
iManiiug pennits for cutting timber 
t'oni the puldic lands, a messenger 
fiom r.ngland hoi been sent to St. 
.Johns, who passed up to the head of 
the liver, and on liis n iiini. declared 
the Vmcviraiis to beriiihl. in the con- 
.stiuetion of the iitMiy, relative to the 
bouudar) line, and oulered a stop to 
be put to granting peimirs: and all 
tliosf issm (1 for the u inter of 1825-6, 
cc.illi L was inuqli gritified 
at he nin-: this, i.u) believing at (hat 
I mu* an adjiistim nl might take place, 
(ii{.u;..lit il tu’>i t.i piocecd no further 
in inaliii!., de*' s. 'Ine excitement 
hasprogiosk'd with the people onlhe 
lioiiiicr^ II r:id<nly to the present time, 
and 1 b( li« ihe personal intert\st of 
major I’rascr, (who has sevcial farms 
ou the l.nnks of the river, within the 
dis|4iiic(l ter, ilorv, and is a member of 
the province assi‘inblr,)as also of said 
W iltnot and Peters, have prevented, 
by their inil'ieiu c, an bonouvable ad- 
iustinenl, and ki-pl the people ni a 
feii»*eni. 

i was at Passadunkv, on Penobscot 
river, about (In* miiiiile of last innntb, 
when the m.iil caiiier from Houiion to 
Bniiiror, ( ihroiigh ; from him 1 
obr.iii)('d Ihe lolloning story, which 
he s.iii! was the rtimom -it lloiilton, 
viz. “ 'Phal s^id Baker, some time 
thV jxist soiisoii, sent some lumber 
down s7. Jolin'.s river, as usual, to 
iirirket, which was •seized at Frede- 
ri. klon: (whether for a v»»h\iion of 
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the revenue law, or lor entiii)}; (rum 
ilie crown land.s was not .staled ;) this 
irritated Baker vny iniu li ; soon 
lifter the carrier of tin' piovinre mail 
(which is carried in a houii was pas- 
bing by said Baker's roidi-r.eo, was 
hailed by him tu know uImi boat that 
was, and was answeu'd llu* pnnioi e 
mail, to which Baker s:ud, you muy 
pass on now, but shail not I'.i.-'S tn.iuy 
limes more; tlu!-. conversation was 
reported down liver ; a deputy sherilf, 
with an armed posse, wnc prorcediuj; 
Up river to take Bakci : the aiionic} 
general heami” of it, sent a di>pau‘h 
aBer them, with <irders not to go .um 
ed, but proceed without : they went 
to Baker's house, and took liiiit out of 
his bed, and carried him to Frederick^ 
ton ; about ih^* same time, a peison 
residing on the Aroostook hail 

a writ served ou him for debt ; the 
officer, to satisfy the deniaiid, took 
possession of a cow, which was re- 
sented by the settlers generally ; they 
rallied ami rescued tlic cow from the 
officer; and destroyed the writ. Ah 
though the Aroostook settlement is 
00 or -60 ipilc's frmu Baker’s, yet this 
transaction is made a part of the 
charge .igainst li.m. 'iz. •* Attempt 
at stopping tlie mail, and exciting tin* 
people to rebtdio i .gainst tire 
vertiroent.” 

wVo«wi 6 rr.— -M a i .-s r a mi N i. w- 
Brunswic'I, — Charles IS iJavies, 
Esq. of Portland, has Ireeu appoirrlrd 
by the executive of Maine, an .rteiit, 
with authority to act in behalf of ^be 
State, in obtaining iiiforination as to 
all objects relating t» the tights of 
property and jiirisdiciinn between the 
governments of the said state and the 
province of New-. Brunswick ; and fur- 
ther to impure into the nature of the 
aggressions hy inhabitants of sai*! 
province, of which cninplaint* have 
recently been made to the exeeriiive, 
by citizens of that state resiiling near 
the frontier. 

In the me/in time Kre governor of 
Maine lits issued the following pi:irl.i 
matiurt : * 

** Whereas it has been made known 
■0 the State that one of its r rtizen^f 


ii.is been conveyed front it, by a ii. 
reign power, to a gaol in the provincr 
of New Brnirswick ; and that many 
irc'pasM'N liavr hern cunimitted by in- 
habitants of ihu same piovinceun the 
sovcreienly of Maine, and the lightsof 
those she is bouiui tu ptntect. 

Be it iilso known liiat, relying on 
the goveriimeiit and peojdc of the 
union, the proper (xeitions will be 
applied tooirtain rV;paration qnd sect! 
lily- 

“ Those, therefore, sullViing wioiig. 
or threatened with it, and those inte- 
rested by sympathy and principle on 
account of the violation of our territo- 
ry and immunities, arc rxhoriid lo 
forbearatiLe and peace, so that the pre- 
parations for preventing the removal 
of our Jandm.irks, and giurdiiig ihc 
sacred am) inestimable rights of Ame- 
rican Citizetrs, niay not in* emiiarrass- 
cd h> uu\ unuiiiliiui/.t'd avis 

•ENOt ll M.\(’()IiN. 

«.Voe. It. 

Dri'tm lit r — N o ktii E a sr B n i > ■ 
r>AKY.— The Easiport Seniinel in- 
lorins ih.it the governor of New. 
BrnnswjVk, (oiiMdering the affair a 
ii.itiuii.r) ora-, dc< lined leeeiving 
ofhriaii) Ml. l)avn‘^, the agent ap 
poiiiiedio the exeriuivc of .^lalne, lo 
I'jiik iHio till ili%ii! h.iin-eMin the Iroii- 
lu.r. Ill vv,r> II'. ti-,r-d, nowivcr, liv 
lh«' inh.ibiiaiii wiiii ihc gti ateoi iios- 
pilaiiiy ; ami rf vvas I'Xpn ieri woiihi 
obtain sonie ini. >110:111011 topectilig 
I he stale of the case. 

' The Naiional .fonrmil ronlains (he 
following artn Ic on this sub|eci. 

From some resolntions passed at 
yarioiis inf'iuings m Lower Canada, 
which appeared in oiir rlaily paper nl 
ye<lerda>. .mil are to be foiiinl in niir 
i iiiiii!i-v joninal ol to-day, it will be 
seed, that onr f.'ariadt.iii neighbours ate 
about lo petition the king, lor the pur- 
pose «»f wresting from u» (he country 
on the hotriers of the river St. John, 
which our governnrenf etaims under 
flic provisions of the treaty of I 78 .‘<- 
The rrsohrtioiis- pledge the petitioners 
to aid, his .Majesty in preserving that 
(rnct of foontiy to the I'anadas, »' 
inv ■•arrihi-e no fheir nart. We re 
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to 9«e tiuH restlessness of disposi- 
tion on the part of oiir neighbours, 
and cannot but attribute it, in some 
degree, to an ignorance of the treaty 
stipulation on whicli the American 
right of possession to this tract of 
country rests. 

By the tieat^ of ITHrf, it was stipu- 
lated that the boonil.iry of the L'nifed 
States on that fronliur should be as 
follows :- 5 > • 

‘From the northwest angle of No- 
va Scotia, vi/. tiiat angle which is 
tornied by a line drawn duo iiortii 
from tho source of St. Croix river to the 
highlands; along the said highlands 
ftp'hieh divide those rivers jhat empty 
themselves into the river St. Law- 
fence from those wiiicli fall into the 
Atlantic ocean, to the northwestern- 
most head of Connecticut river ; 
thence down along the middle of that 
liver to the loriv -fifth degree of north 
latitude ; from thonce by tlic line due 
wc'it in said latitude, until it strikes 
the river Iroipioisor Cataiiaqttay, Sic. 
(Vitle Art. of Tieafy of Paris, of 
Scpt.8, 178;J.) 

Cirmmencing at tho source of St. 
ty'roix river, as we find it laid down in 
oiir most anthentie maps, and rimmng 
a line directly north to the highlands 
described in the above article, there is 
.1 very coiisiilcrahlc ahulment of terii- 
tory which runs between Ncw-Biiins- 
wick on its east side, and Lower C’a- 
nadanu the west, am! in this iiact of 
country \i flic area ilcscrili' d by tlie^ 
petitioners as claimed by the United 
States, whose pretensions have arresl- 
?.*d “ the measures of the estahlishineiit 
of this part of tlie province.” 

In the infancy of our government, 
we were perhaps of necessity, so oc- 
cupied in the establishment of cmr in- 
stitutions upon a basis of pcniianeuce, 
and in adopting measures to extricate 
ourselves f^roni the burdens which a 
long contest hud thrown upon us, and 
to secure tho .full blessings of our new- 
ly gained independence, that the set- 
tlement of the bounder/ thus deseVib- 
cd by actual survey, was not nMde. 
Some disputes arose, however, which, 
m the progress of events, hrnughi the 


subject under the notice of our govern- 
ment, and an agreement for a joint 
commission for the purpose of remov- 
ing the difficulty, was charged upon 
our commissioners who were sent to 
negotiate with Great Britain at 
(ihent. We accordingly find in the 
fifth article of the treaty of Ghent, the 
following provisions ; 

“ Art. .0. Whereas neither that point 
of the highlands lying due north from 
tlie .source of the river St. Croix, and 
designated in the former treaty of 
peace between the two powers as the 
northwest angle of Nova-Scotia, nor 
the north western-most head of Con- 
necticut river, has yet been asceitaip- 
ed, kc. kc. it is agreed that, for these 
several* purposes, two commissioners 
shall be appointed, sworn and autho- 
rized to act,” kc. 

And again — 

Q'lic said commissioners shall 
have power to ascertain and deter- 
mine the poiiiLs above mentioned, in 
conformity with the provisions of the 
said treaty of peace of 178S,”kc. 

Now, it appears to us perfectly ob- 
vioii.s. that no Mib.sequeiit claim set up 
by the Bniisli governmeni, nor com- 
plaint of British occupants, can for a 
moment be peimittcd toanterfere with 
the plain siipulaiion contained in t{ie 
aiticle of the treaty of 1785, which 
(I'.L V have rpioted, ami which is coii- 
lirmed in our second extract from the 
treaty of Ghent. 

The pfl’ect which might result in 
timciof war from the interposition of 
so large a tract of American territory 
between the Provinces of Lower Ca- 
• nadii and Mew-Briinswick, if it is ap- 
prehended that they might be inju- 
rious lo Great Britain, ought to have 
been weighed before the stipulation 
for the boundary line wa.s introduced 
into, and made part of the definitive 
treaty. It is not now the lime to cor- 
rect the errors of that day. And if 
.the occupants of that part of the 
coiyitTV, which is* justly claimed by 
the Uiifli^ Slates, shall derive injury 
from .such claim, it i.s to their own go- 
vernment tliat they ought to look for 
ri,'!nun»‘ration for sneb iniury. instead 
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ot' requiriu^ fioiu the I'nittui Statf/.n 
anjr concessions which are incompati- 
ble irith their interests. 

The question which has hiieit sub- 
mitted to commissioners, in coinpti- 
ance with the article above q«iijted 
from the treaty of Ghent, not vet 
settled the dilleiencc which exists. 
The British government claim all the 
territory iioriti of Mar’s Hill, and thu 
range of land front (hence which di- 
vides the waters ilowing into the St. 
John from those flowing into the Pe- 
nobscot; arnfonc of the grounds as- 
signed for this claim is the in^eon^ity 
of Canida and New -Bruiisw ick, and 
thg imposxibiliry of trans]»oiiing the 
mail in a dnect route troni Sew- 
Brunswick to Quebec, if we are'to pos- 
sess that tract. We stand on the 
treaty itself, and the course of a boun- 
dary line run in oherlience to its .spe- 
cification. As we un(iei<itand that the 
British governuc lit cniiieinpf.des the 
forthwith conve>aiJCc of the Mtail over 
land from l/'ilifax to Quebec, wetru.st 
that the) have rktri-mmed lu refrain 
from any ionycr pressirjg a claim 
which cannot be supfiorted either bv 
the terms of the ticu? v , or “n^jliiy oilier 
ground of equity. 

If, as s»fg'i(.‘,h thr- face of tli#* country 
presents so d.if.Mr .it an a>pet; at this 
time, frmn what it c.vnibiicd wbeodw* 
treaty of 17ii.) was (iidd<‘, that it is 
found that the dcsoupnon i.» ih<- !rv atv 
isobvionslv at vaiiaij'.e with the infrn- 
tentionof lli»* Hriiish covernmcnl, we 
ought to pause, and lofl’-ct seiirajsly, 
before wc aduiit tin: f'ltce of an aigu- 
ment, which may hr r'^iawn in»r» a sc- 
ry dangerous precerlcnt in the future 
construction of (K-aties. it i, hanliy 
to be piesiiincd that the knowled^'n 
possessed by the .\int'rir.in negotia- 
tors could have been more uccmatr: 
or enlarged than tliat of the Rritisli 
government: and it i*i improhahle, 
that if a mistake had beeii made by 
t^ United States* Ministers to the dc- , 
triment of' our mteiesiH, Great Britain 
would now have allow f;d*tbc,idtei)t ion 
of that day to have bf^-n ‘«Mccus*'fiilly 
alleged agninsttbe fir rs w jih h ncarlv 


half a i-cntmy has suhsequeoti v ois 
closed. 

The question, however, is one to be 
settled by ibe two governiiiPiits : and 
we again exjiress our regret that our 
Caiiariian neigbbnurs should have as- 
sninfMl A tune which ina^ be construed 
into iinfrieiiilliness. 

NKW-HAMPSIIIRE. 

Januarjf , — At FrauCOnia, 
tile following are ftie degreetf of cold, 
indicated by a ihermuiiieter during 
the late severe weather. 
Wciiiicsday^an. 17, 1 8i7, 24 below n 


Thnr-iilay, 

18. 2T 

Friday, 

19, 5!*) 

Si'ittiidjy, 

2(1. lil 

Sunday, 

21, 

Monel .‘tv , 

22^. 1.' 

Tnesilay, 


Wediie-vday, 

Ij 

Thursday, 

25. ‘2« 

At ba|,f pa.st 8, A. M. 


At Woodiioek, V (. J.m. 17, in I,. 
low 0 — Hub, tt— iwth, ^(flh, 

St(»t, 12d^lfl. 

At l^aratoga, Jan. '2l,<he (henim 
niciK' was at 31 below n. 

\t Alhaiiy. .).!», 17, I In low U • 

. K'tii. -.’-iOtb, h— Mst, IS. 

'I’m; -now on the \Miitu Muuntaiii'' 
i»! \ ew.nam;j"hir' , was more ibaii ss\ 
led deep. 

Jtinc. -I#f;Gi.sr,AT( III;. - The nr.-, 
LegfHl'iinieof New-Hainpshiit met in 
f.^nicutU on VVednesrhiy, .liini’ bill, 
Hon. AlaltllOy Harvey was re-elrr.tr d 
Pre.sidont olfthe S'-nate. am! S.imai i 
Hiihnune, juii. tderk ; lion. IJenrv 
Hubbard, of Ciiarlesiowi. Sp'-akei oi 
the House, and Samin l I). 

I Gterk. Messrs. Haivey and Hub- 
bard were iinaiiiinousiv chosen; and 
Ml. Bell Ipd H ■’ "•< UKI votes. Tin* 
Votes for Governor lega?lv v*'!ined 
wcie 27,111, of wbiih Benjamin 
Pierce bad HOd was cfimci:. 

Mr. Morrill had 2529,*r^d 11117 weii- 

scattPrtd*. , ' 

Slhfihh of about fiVQ weeks. During 
tlie ScsstOD, 67 acts, and I4 resolves, 
were passed, mostly of a local nature. 
f)fthosi;nf a goimral nature, arc-- 
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•tcib more elVectuaily to secure to the 
citizens of the State their ri{>hts of &uf> 
fraj;e; — (» provide for tlie ii)ainte< 
nance of bastard children — rclatitiu to 
the election of governor, &lc. — con- 
cerning the discontinuance of high- 
wavs — to »*xf Kpt pews in certain cases 
from attachiMent and execution except 
for parish taxes — to regulate the 
weighing of mert.'hnndise &,c. — for 
the support and regulation, of prima- 
ry scHbnIs— for. regulating licensed 
hoitses->for fti^^auppression of lotte- 
ries— and lor falsing 40,000 dollars 
for the use of the state. 

The expenses of this state amounted 
fur the v» ..r ending June 1, l.OiSO, to 
f»S, and weretli'-Mi .rged from 
receipts »» account of interest of pub- 
Ito sinclts owna#<%tb'' profits 
of Slate’s prisd|i;f«iwitia lines, kc.< 

A Whalk Cauuht.— O n Thurs- 
dav, June 7th, a tvliale, uhieb had 
been seen in the oliiii|'iever:il days 
previous, came into E^Stsniontli biir- 
boitr, and continued tporthig near the 
navy-yard for two Of Ihreei ftoors, 
where the spectators bad a fine' view 
of him. A Ii»th' before sunset, attrarr- 
f(l thither, probably, hv flic laigccpian- 
tiiyof alewires in the livcr, bt* passed 
Portsmouth hrid{;e. It is suppoM il I.e 
injiifiHl himself against the piers, and 
was evidently afraid to repass it. On 
Friday morning he was sn ii by many 
nnirkel people coming do\>n thettver. 
An expedition was immediately set on 
foot to take him, which^was not fitc- 
ccssful till Tuesday evening xl fi\t 
oMuck, when a har|.Mion from .Mr. 
Willey look elh’ct, I'ollowrd by two 
harpoons and four lam es from (^'ol 
Deraitir, near Pine Point, in tlie Her-' 
wick branch of the Ptsratiiqna. .iImuiI 
ten milexfrom lu»n. fic cuminued 
towing the boats atlarhed to hiiti,*tin 
Wediie&dAy oioirning. Kometimps going 
with the gft^W Velocity, and with 
imminent dlbgbr to the boats He has 
finally despatched at 7 oVtpck, near 
the bridge; and secured 
ncy’a creek, thence carried to' Bad- 
ger’s island, where preparations ;irere 
yesterday made for lits public exhibi- 
Ti! 


lion. The Iciiglli of the whale 
aliOiit 50 feet, and his breadth about IC 
feet. His head is shaped like that of 
th:} horse, a*nd he diU'ers from all others 
that have been !e«'n by those acquaint- 
ed with that specie-s of fish. His mo- 
tion wus ntutul.]tory. 

Cjrkat Falls Comcamy. — These 
works aie siiu.iied on tlie great Sal- 
mon fill river, in Siimnicrsnortli, 
Sti afford cuiiiity. live miles from Do 
verj^and seventeen from Portsinouiii. 
N^w-Hiimpshire. 

The scite on wlii^ h now stands tlit 
heaufifiil village of (jieai Falls, was 
wflderm'.K> five years ago ; it now con- 
tains l./UO inhabitants, :^i)0 neat dwell- 
ings, 5 .stuies. a tavern and 5 large 
boarding-houses. The ground for the 
erection of this ‘Ol.iuchcster in mi- 
niature,’* was broK' u ill 18i2£ by an 
enieipri«ing indiv iilti.ii, vOio built a 
fiatiu* I'oiton mil!,(Miiiv'h is thereforo 
called Mill No. I.) It is three stories 
high, bio no lit and attic uj by SD j 
contains 17uu spiodlrs, and \5 power 
looms, consuming weekly ICUO lbs. (d 
cotton, and producing weekly C600 
yards of sbirtincs and printing. cloths 
from yarn:* No. . em|51oys nine 
nini and hovs, and sixty glils; 
the girls imii earn from 51 oO to 
S'l 50 per week, anti tlicir boanl, 
which is estimated at 5 1 17 per week. 

In l.SIS the jiieseiit company was in- 
corpuiatt d wilii a capital of 5 j()0,U0(», 
and in tiie spring of ir.-;5, com- 
menced the hnihimg t»f mill N’o. C, 
which is of bc.iutjtnl hiicks, iii.idr on 
Ihe'pieinises ; is three vioiirs high, 
baxemoni and^ittic I. ‘el hv 15 feci, 
contains 7,nu0 «.piiiiile» .ind llh^ponri 
looms ; consumes dritm lbs nf cotton 
weekly, ami pioduccs we«'kly 4l)0u 
yards of shirting, and 15(U>d yardn of 
printing cloths, from No 40; em- 
ploys. 10 men and hoys, .and 175 girls. 
This mill went into operation in Julv, 
I«25. 

In liWB, the capital was increascii 
to one million 6(doliars,and mill Nc. 
ddommencQd in the spring, .and loof- 
cd ill thb same fall *, is 390 tVei by jy, 
four stories high, with a snaeicus base- 
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menc and attic ; it is calculated for 
SO, 000 spindles, and 600 looms, which 
will produce 70,000 yards, made of 
yarn No. d, and require 1:2,000 IhN. of 
cotton per week, it has tour water- 
wheels, two now running, and the 
gearing now ready fur .6000 spindles, 
which arc almost completed, and are 
expected to be in operation in Janua- 
ry next. 

This is the present projected and 
nearly completed establishment, of the 
cotton department; which, with the 
woollen mills to be mentioned direct- 
ly, occupy the present level of SO feet 
fall, equal to 80,000 spindles; and 
this is but one fourth the power. As 
sooA as mill No. 3 shall be filled with 
machinery, there will be in operation 
S8,700 spindles, 8t28 looms ; weekly 
consumption of cotton, 16,000 lbs ; ave- 
rage No. of yarn, 33 ; weekly produce 
of yards, 95,000~-emplo)ing 169 men 
and boys, and 760 women and girls. 
95,500 yards per week, gives per an- 
inuirr, 4,966,000 yards, which at 12 

cents, is 51593,920 00 

16,900 lbs. of cotton per 

week, is per annum, 

8^8,800 lbs. which, at 

li cents per lb. is $ 1 05,956 00 

Value added to the raw 
nfaterial, 3489,964 00 


Capable of being quad- 
rupled, would make 
value added, in one 
year, to raw material, , 

31,950,856 00 


We now come to the woollen mills, 
one of which is for the manufacture of 
carpeting. Here, one man makes 
about 6 yards each loom, per day, and 
there are SO in operation— -which 
would of course be 54,000 yards per 
annum, worth, when finished, about 
|1 £5 per yard. The fabric is re- 
markably stout and strong, and with 
proper encopragemem from the go- 
vernment, no doubt remain, tluf in*a 
little time this manufacture will be 
extended, and will entirely take the 
place of imported ingrain ciirpeting. 


The broad cloth mill next presents 
its commanding appearance, in a build- 
ing five stones high, ba.seiiient, kc. 
2i0 by 43 feet, now manufactures S50 
yards daily ; and has niuchinery 
enoiigl) to manufacture, per day, four 
hundred yards. 

Canal.— A meeting was held at 
Dover on Thursday, November 15th, 
for the purpose of organising the 
New-Hampshire canal and . steam- 
boat company. A vole was passed to 
accept the act of the ieveiith of July 
last, and a committee of fifteen was 
appointed to prepare a system of by- 
laws, and proper measures to be adopt- 
ed at the next meeting in Dover on 
the 6th of February.*^ The object of 
this company is to open a wafer com- 
munication between tlie Piscataqua 
and the Connectieiit rivets, through 
the waters of lake Winniptsiogee, and 
the upper branch of Me rrimxc river. 

MXSSACIlUi^ETTS. 

/nauary.— PunLic !*cH 00 Ls.-There 
are in liie public schools in Boston, 
about 7500 pupils. In the seven gram- 
mar schools the average number of 
b(»ys and girls U 50U. At the l.atln 

hool alioiit 200 Ikh s ; and at the 
Kngli<ih High School, about 140. The 
Month Boston school has about 100 
pupils of both sexes; and the African 
school ahoiit 60. The primary schools 
for children frnm four to seven years 
of age, coutain nearly .SUOO pupils, 
who arc instructed by fiMiiales. Hence 
the number of ciiiidreii who receive 
ifistructiun at the public expense in 
this city, is but little short of 7500, 
supported at an expense of £54,500. 

, Boston Bill or Mobtalitt.— 
The number of deaths during the past 
year was 1254. Of these 224 were 
under I year ; 123 from 1 to 2 ; 75 
froih 2 to 5; 45 from 5 to 10; 50 
from 10 to 20; 1 37 from 20 to 80; 
158 from 30 to 40 ; 117 from 40 to 
50 ; 73 from 50 to 60 ; 61 from 60 to 
70; 45 from 70 to 80; 21 from 80 to 
bO; 4fr0m 90 to lOO; 87 still born ; 
34 'iges' unknown. Of the whole 
niimbor there died of consumption 
£31, of dysentery 47, fever 120, fits 
45, craiii|) 24, canker 25, hunpiug 
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oough SSf mcazles 10, intemperaoce 
dU, drowned 22, suicide 5, &c. The 
diseases of 161, unknown. 

AAriMir]^.— N ewbuhyport, Feb. 
9.— On Tuesday morning last, the 
Essex Merrimack bridge gave way in 
the centre, from tiie parting of the 
chains whiclf supported it. On the 
bridge, at the moment, was a loaded 
team, dr^wn by six oxen and two 
horses, ^rivcii by*two men, Messrs. 
Carlton and Jackman, all of whom 
were precipitated, forty feet, into the 
liver beneath The teamsters pre- 
served themselves by means of swim- 
ming, and the support of fragments of 
the bridge ; the cattle were all of them 
except one of the horses, swept be- 
neath the ice a few rods below, and 
drowned. 

Five of the ten chains which support- 
ed the bridge, were snapped in different 
places. At the instant of the crash, 
the light evolved by iho friction of the 
ohiiins resembled the vivid streaming 
of a meteor. 

Various causes are assigncil fur the 
accident, and none, with mure proba- 
bility, than the muted effect of the in- 
cumbent pressure of the immense bo- 
dy of snow lying upon (he bridge, and 
the frost which had eonirucicd (he 
particles of (he iron.— These produ- 
ced a tenseness in the chains, which 
was incapable of resisting the addi- 
tional pressure of (he loaded team, 
and the whole gave way. 

The estimated expense of repair- 
ing the breach is almut 4000 dolUriP; 
The preservation of Messrs. Carlton 
and Jackman is almost miraculous. 
Although hurled down 40 feet amid 
riasliing and falling timber, entangled 
with their cattle, they feH without re- 
ceiving the least injury, and attained 
the shore, after being for nearly half 
an hour immersed in water chilled to 
the freezing point. Mr. Jackman is 
far advancM in years— and suffered 
somewhat f;om the exposure to oold,^ 
Mr. Carlton escaped unhurt. 

The chain bridge has been built 
about 15 years ; the span is ftO Jitet. 


Leoislatvke.— On liir Itiili ul 
February, governor Lincoln returned 
to the house of representatives, where 
it originated, a bill entitled An Act to 
incor|)orate the Mozart Association in 
Salem, with bis objections to its be- 
coming a law. . The bill proposed to 
incorporate sundry individuals into a 
society, for improving tbs perform- 
ance of church music, with power to 
sue and be sued, have a common seal, 
and be entitled to all the powers and 
privileges of aggregate corporations. 
The governor stated his objections av 
length, concluding with the followin;^ 
summary of his reasons: ‘*ln re- 
turning, therefore, the present bill to 
the house of represent Jiivc.s for rtvi- 
Sion, I specifically object to it, as vn- 
ntcessary for the accomplishment ot 
the purposes expressed in the repre- 
seiilalioii of (he peiiUcmer< ; as iiwj- 
ptdient in creating an unsafe prece- 
liciu for grants to numerous similar 
assfreiauons ; as prejudicial, and of 
injunous tendency, in withdrawing 
from individual inan.igement and use, 
.iiu) the operation of ordinary rules, 
any uinount of property, to constitute 
a capital, permanently ami exclusive- 
ly applicable to the objects of sucli an 
institution, and in authorizing any 
portion of that capil^ to be held in 
real e.state.” On a reconsideration of 
(be subject, the house of representa- 
tives supported the governor's views, 
by a vote almost unanimous, refusing 
(he passage of the bill. 

subject of more import i nee wa.« 
(he bill for incorporating John Skin- 
ner and others «s a company for con- 
structing a free bridge to be called 
Warren bridge, by the side of (ho 
Charlei river bridge, between Boston 
and Charlestown. This bill passed 
the house of representatives, where it 
originated, by a final vote of 53 to2S: 
and thereupon a protest against the bill 
was presented by Mr. Bliss, and on 
motion of Mr. l^hilips. ordered to be 
entered UMn th« journal : 

*t, Neitlwr the public convenience, 
nor necessity lequires another bridge 
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in the place ronteniplated in said 
act, :i.s appealed by the evidence 
and the report of the committee 
charged wiiii the suhjcci. 

The erection of a fiee bridge 
over Charles river, as aiithoii/ed by 
.said act, would reiuicM ol no i aliie the 
reversionary inteiest of the l oinnion- 
wealih in the CNistiiig bridges over 
Charles river. 

5. The granting of a free bridge 
over Charles river, as authorized by 
said act, is, in the apprehension of tlio 
undersigned, a breach of the public 
faith in reference to the Chailes river 
bridge corjiorntion, and a violation of 
its rights, and as u precedent and in 
principle, tend to diiniiiish the confi- 
dence in, and lessen the secusity of 
the rights of property. 

Afterwards the bill passed the senate 
by a vote of li! to 17, wlu n the follow- 
ing protest was presented by Mr, 
(Jrenneli : 

SenaU chamber, March 9, ltiU7. 

Because the evcrlion ofibe contem- 
pKiid bridge in ilic ubiiinpr atdhori- 
sed in and by said hill, wouM dcstioy 
tbc franchijc, wiinb liic proprif tors 
of C^ailes river bnd*.:e bold under a 
grant of this aoveinaj'.nl, having all 
the force of a ^^ontiri' r : aiid 
the grant contemplated In said bdl 
woum be ill violation of die faibiic 
faith, and of the constitutional lights 
of the proprietors of sal It. ImiIcs rner 
bridge, and would lend to unsettle the 
)»' curiiy of private piopejty. 

The same w as Iai<l on tiie table, ^nd 
on motion, rjrrlercd to be entered on 
the journal. • 

On the loth, the bill was returned 
TO the house by governor Linroin, 
with his negative, and an able and ela- 
borate iife.ssage, setting lorih conclu- 
sive objections to its becoming h law, 
which objections, being .snminariiy 
stated in the protects of the minority 
of each branch, we omit to repeal. 
7*hc message being twice read in the 
buii.se, the question '^Siiali thi.s bijl 
pass notwithstanding the objecptfns of 
iMe governor thereto,” was derided m 
rite affirmative by and inrv* ; fb<» 


constitutional majority of two thirds 
voting for iiv passage, the whole num- 
ber ul votes bring 141, uiid titf voting 
ill till* utlirmutive. In ilir senate the 
({iiesiiiMi was decided as lulluws : yeas, 
16; nays, IS. 

Two iliirdsof the members not hav- 
ing voted in favour of it^ passage, the 
bill was lost. 

Probably no subject of a legiclative 
iiatute in Massuclidsetts, has l^een at- 
tended with more feeling than this; 
but, although governor Lineohrs pro- 
ceeding was censured by those inte- 
lestcd in the bill, yci the great body 
of the people did justice to the integ- 
rity of his intentidiis, and the indepen- 
dence of his conduct 

The lcgi.«l'Jture ended its .scs.stoii 
the same day, having passed 107 arts, 
and been in session uiiiiitetruptedly 
about ten weeks. 

. /pri/.— The Elfctiow.— V otes 
fur governor Liiieuln in 806 towns, 
.'.:;:,040; for William (' Jarvis, 6,141: 
fiir oilmi persons, 8,078. 

IkkKF.R IJiu Momment.— T he 
int( ndi d corner stone, coiiinining the 
appt.ipriritc medah and insciiptions, 
d»‘pi»^ir«M| by gfiieral Iiafayeite,on the 
I nil l•^ .Jll^r, has been removed, 
lobi* ii pj, iced III iM projier situafion, 
a> s»ion as ihc work shall have been 
Mifbrif iitlv advanced. The two first 
t«-iindafion mcmes of inoiuimenT 
werr I lul oil rrulav, ApiiiS'i ii, 16^7. 

Maif — I'lie follow iii|; i> .i list ol flic 
public bemf.irlions promied in ibc 
wiilofilu l.itc William Pbillipi, for- 
iiierly iieiiicnant governor of Mussa- 
ciiiiset(<i : 

To Phillips’ acad. in Andover, 5 10,000 


To the Theological iiiMitiition 

in do. ' 10,000 

Tojhe Society for pfopagatinfi 

the Gospel, 0,000 

To flip Massachii.sertt Bible 

Socierv, f#,o00 

To the Pnreigii Misii n Sociciy, b.ooo 

y« the Medical Dispensary, 3,000 

To the Massachusetts General 
Hoipilal frlr the relief of 
tie sick poor of (he city of 
Boston !s,000 
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To tiic Anicr.Educatioii Society, .0,000 
Mo ilif! Boston Femulc Asylum, 2,Ooo 
M’o tlir Asylum for indigent boys, a,000 
M'olbe Vlassa. Oeiicral Congip- 

gaiional cliaritable Society. .0,000 
Total, gfi;i.000 

BlACKSTONK CaNAI.. — li IS 
tnaled that tifere arc now more tliun 
a thousand ha mis nDpluyed on that 
portion of the canal ^hich lies 
within ,the iimitii'uf Massachusetts. 
MMie locks are lo te of giaiiite, built iit 
the most sui/stantiul and ilioroti^li 
manner. Large qiiantiiics of the nia- 
terial of the best quality have been 
found, generally very nrar where it is 
wunlud to be used. Tlif quantity re- 
quired for the iuiilding ut a lock, is 
astoiiisliiiig To those who have been 
nii.'ii qiiaiiited with the business. In 
one place an acre and a iiaif of land 
was neaily eovend with stone, pro- 
cined for a single lock. 

The areal fu iliiy of obtaining the 
ylonc, the exarimjss wiiti wbiih it 
*pli«s out into lilorl.s of n bnge size, 
.'iitd ollior tulvantuges ciijou’d on tlic 
route, will reduce the expciiM- of ibe 
locks foahoul three fourths uf the ori- 
ginal esliinate, and yet niuKe it a pio- 
titable einp!o> incut to the eoniiMetots 
The excavation h.as heen ail contraet- 
c«l for within ilie estimate.'., and al- 
though the wcalbcr has receullv been 
lather unl',ivour.djle. the cnufiden. e in 
an early .and siircessiul ciMuph tioii of 
the wolk. ami in tire great public nlili- 
tyof llio cnleipiise, i.s daily increas- 
ing. 

CoRroiiATioss.— Ill M.issachiisells, 
jhrre are mcorpor.ilrd iiMmil.nciiHiiig 
companies. 100. Aggreg.«te capil.d, 
.<i».Tnri.ono. Banks :i\. < .npii;il. 

.<16,100,000. firi of which, with a 
capital of 5I0.0')0,000 arc in Boston.] 
Insufiinro olfices, 87. Capital, 
?0 ‘300,000. of these are in Bos- 
ton. with 56*600,000 capital.] 'roi.tl, 
5:>:*,ot'.rr,ooo 

.SiioFs at Lrnit. — The ponolatioo 
of Lynn is over ,’rOOO, nearly allof 
whom are supported Oy the (ho* blisi- 
nevs. From 1 ,^ 200,000 to 1,^110 OOo 
pairs of shoes are ni.tdc annuatiy in 
the low n, of an average value ol 7 .» 


cents per pair, making nearly 
51 ,000,000. M'lie females of the town 
earn more than 560,000 annually by 
bindinu and ornaineiiiihg bboes. Mil- 
lions of low priced fancy shoes have 
been sent to Sfuitb America, and sold 
at a ptofit. M'here i.s a chocolote ina- 
niifactory in Lynn, which makes sixty 
tons of chocolate in a year. The Lynn 
fishermen at tins time bring in 6,000 
pounds of fish daily. 

Juut — IIarrisbckg Coxvf-Ntio.t. 
On the bth of June, a great meeting 
of persons interested in the prosperi- 
ty of .American manufactures, was 
hpiden in the representatives hall, for 
the purpose of -ippointiiig delegates 
to attend the Harrishmg convention. 
M'hc hall and gullcries were filled to 
ovei flowing, and a more respectable 
•ind imposing asoembhige. probably 
was niW'T w!inc''(d in Mas.sachii- 
setts (idveinoi Lir.coln was called 
to the i liaii.and Mr. Shaw,of Lanes- 
l.'oro*. appiuutcd sccictaiy. MMic 
proceeiluigs of a iccent similar meet- 
ing at rhiladelpliia. were read hy ihe 
MTiei.iry. arni a nnmbor of resolu- 
tions. ptcp.iicd by the M^ssiicbu-setts 
ctiinnottie. wen* presented, .agreeably 
to iheir liiiection. by Mr. Tappan. 
M’he tpieslion was slsycd to be on the 
adoption of the resolutions. The 
meeting wastlien addiesscd by Messrs. 
AblH»t LavMCUcc, Edw.vrd F.vercti,J. 
J'hopaid, .1. B, Brown, and Harrison 
(jiay Otis. A committee was ap- 
pointed to nominate delegates to at- 
tend the I Ian i'>bu'g convention. The 
followiou ucntlenicn were selected, 
who weic .di dnanimonsly chosen by 
the meeting : 

lion. Be/.ileci Taft, Worcester, 

lion. Edwaid Evcielt, Middlesex. 

Abbot Lawicncc. F.sq. £Stiflblk. 

J. B. Brown. Esq. do. 

J. E. Spiacne, Ls(|. Essex. 

Tol. J Shepard, Hampshire. 

S. H. Cole, Em]. Bcik-diire. 

M'he meeting was then dissolved. 

^ MAM'FACTrlirs — The Hoicrsier 
Spy’c^mtinns an ariulc which may 
serve to give .some idc t of the iinpor- 
i.nircof'ihc woollen mannfaelure to 
tbemoiilcol il'.o i t unlv. By refc- 
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rence thereto, it will be seen that 
eleven factories, situated in the towns 
of IVfetidon, I'xbridge, North bridge, 
and Gnfton, when in full operation, 
will miinufaciure 21 bO yard^ uf Mti- 
nett, lOO yards uf kerseymere, and 
ddO yards of broadcloth per day, ma- 
king a yearly aggregate of tt72.9bO 
yards of ^atinett, dl ,dU0 yards of ker* 
seyinere, and lu.'),2U0yaids of hiuad- 
cloth. Estimating the average value 
of these goods, per yard, at 7 b cents 
for satinerr, one dollar for kersey- 
mere, and three dollars for broad* 
clcitb, the yearly value of the wu«illeii 
goods, manufactured in these four 
towns alone, will he eight hundred 
and yoriu-five thousand eight hundred 
and dollars. This* esti- 

mate U of but a minor portion of the 
woollen inanufactiiriiig of the roiinty. 
At Fitchburg. Leicester,! ixford. Dud- 
ley, and siouth bridge, there are not 
less, we believe, than fourteen or fif- 
teen factories, some uf Hliich are ex- 
tensive and well known establish- 
menis ; such, for instance, as :hose 
of the Wolcott compaiiv m South- 
bridge,* !iJlater & llowa.d >. to Do J- 
ley, and the Leicester and Hottoinly 
companies in Leicester. 

fiuiVfER Hi^L MuifUWF.fST.— Pro- 
gress is now imiking with this great 
< natidnai work. The base is couinle- 
ted, and the laying of the fir<«( cotiise 
now occupies the attention of the ar- 
chitect, Mr. James S. Savage, The 
base is forty feet square?, and is from 
fifteen to twenty feet witiiin thr> earfb. 
At the surface it is ahoiii feet 
square. In the centre J ciicular aper- 
ture is left from the firnt course of the 
base, which is to extend to the top. 
Between the wall around the aper- 
ture and the outer wall, the stairs are 
to ascend in a circular form. 

GcfifEAL CncaT.—The legisla- 
titire of this coiniimnwealth was pro- 
rogued on Saturday evening. June 
166^10 the first Wednesday in Jaiiii.i- 
ry, after a seesiun of •eighteen day v 
during which twenty- thrcl aqrs,*and 
several imporunl resolves were pas- 
sed, and muoli other business introdu- 


ced, Co be acted upon at the next scs- 
sioo. Ten thousand dollars were ap- 
propriated for a survey of a route fora 
rail road, from the line of New- York, 
through the centre of the state, to Bos- 
ton. 

Intrrvai, lMpaQviHCKT.**Na- 
hum AJitchell, of East' Bridgwater, 
and Samuel >1. M'Kay, of Pittsfield, 
have been appointed cuiiimissiuiters 
to survey the country be tweeq. Boston 
and tbu lludMin, to sj^bset a route for a 
railway ; and Jaiuet F. Baldwin, of 
Boston, as engineer. The resolutions 
adopted by the house of representa- 
tives, authorize the appoiiiinieiil by 
the governor, of two comiuisMuners, 
and a suitable engineer, whose duty it 
shall be, iminediately to cause the ne- 
cessary surveys wud plans to be made 
for a railway, from the city of Boston, 
westward, to the line of the stale of 
New-VorU, and thence to the Hudson 
river, at or near Albany ; and to cause 
also the nrcessairy estimates to be made 
of the expense of coi»tructitig such 
railway. Ten tbou.saiid doll ars arc 
appropriated for defraying the expen- 
ses of ilu; survey, &c. A niotiun to 
limit ilie extent of the route westward 
to ^^mficciicui river, was rejected by 
a large inajorily. 

The survey of the cominissioners 
IS to be extended into the territory 
of the stale of .New. York ; and the 
governor, in roinpliaiice wuh the di- 
rection of the legislature, addressed a 
communiratioii to governor Clinton, 
enclosing a copy of the resolves of the 
legislature, relating to the survey, an- 
nouncing to him the ap|>oiiitment of 
coinmissivners, and requesting from 
hiin that counteiiHiiiT and favour 
which might warrant the commission- 
ers m making, within the sute of 
Now-York, the iiiqniries, surveys, and 
iiieasuremenis necessary to the execu- 
lioii of their roinmission. Governor 
Clinton, in answer, with great cordiali- 
tjr, signified his assent to ihp proposed 
SO far as the executive of that 
siaH^ lOai concerned ; and that the 
sueOOSf of this important undertaking, 
from its commencement to its consum* 
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inatioD, would be viewed by him with 
f^reet intereit, and high gratifica- 
tion. 

Independently of ihcM coniinhMon 
era, a perinaiient buAtd nf iiiierjisti im- 
provenieiit» haa been appui. led, con 
aisiinguf Jusiali «l. Fi<(ke, ut IVieu- 
(ham, WiiluitI nitllip9 ol 
and James Hiiyward of Jio^ioii, the 
latter being also engineer of the 
board. ^ • 

JlosTon, June (6. 

Franklin M0kumeni.~-\e&tetd»y 
afternoon was laid, by the president 
of the mechanic association, the first 
atone of the Franklin mononient 
The nionuinent is erecte(i[ by the citi- 
zens of Boston, in jfec granary bury- 
ing ground, to the tflilnory of Benja- 
min Franklin, of er the tomb in uhicb 
repose the remains of both his parents. 

The ceremony uas witnessed by a 

number of citizens, among whom were 
the governor and iteute)||lnt governor 
of the commonwealth, tifid other olfi- 
cers of the government, the ofiTicers 
and many iin'inbers of the mechanic 
association. A piece of (dale, tviih 
an apinopriatc inscription, auu i^ooie 
medals, were placed undei (h«^ stone. 
The nionumciil is a pyramid, tweniy- 
five feel high, and fanned of blocks of 
granite, of about six tons weii!!*: each, 
taken from the Bunker Hill nioiiu- 
niem quarry. 

August. — pRovinancF. Kail- 
KOAD —The Boston Daily Advertiser 
states that the commissioners of inter- 
nal impioveinents have made an exa- 
mination of several routes between 
Boston and Providence, and have 
found the country extremely favnura-* 
bit for the construction of a rail-road. 
They have not yet derided which is 
most eligible, but they have satisfac- 
torily ascertained that a route may be 
selected, which will be as direct as 
that of the prckent turnpike road, and 
which, without any very expensive 
digging 01 eipbankment, may he Olade 
very near a level. 

Auroka.— Ou Tufiday 


Auguit 38th, a magnificent display of 
the aurora, in a form, position and 4i<* 
rection, such as are seldom witni ssed, 
was observed iii Boston, Salem, New- 
biiiyport, Portsmouth, and other 
towns, which is well described in the 
Newburyport ixiper 

The light began with intermitrent 
flashes III the east, a few degrees north 
of the zenith, and procceued more re- 
gularly and equably till it had bound 
the whole visible horizun with a broad 
belt, txtetidiog from east to west, 
shifting and unequal, with its edges 
more distinctly defined than is com- 
monly witnesiKN) in the borean aurora. 
It moved slowly to the southward, yiod 
having passed about IS degrees sooth 
of (he eenhh, gradually growing faint- 
er from east to west, entirely disap- 
peared. Through the duid was dis- 
tinctly visible the minutest star, and 
beneath it is said to have pitted a thin 
scud. The vapour rolling from east 
to west, resembled the successive bil- 
lows of the ocean chasing each other 
upon (he beach, and was supposed by 
many to be (he substance itself of (he 
aurora. Imrnetlialely before (He ap- 
pearance of (his pheriomenon.athe 
noil hern lights weir r markably bril- 
liant, and during the p>iesence of this 
luminuiis belt were iinpereeptiblei 
Bgaii> to shine forth with ^eir pre- 
vious brilliancy, on (he disa^arance 
of the phenomena. 

SfpUmher.^k rock weighing about 
SOOO pounds was thiown into a bouse 
in Gloucester, a short time since, by 
some w orktnen w ho were blasting, ft 
made sad Imvo( with the (urnitute^ 
but fortunately no person was injiiied. 
Anoiher, weighing nearly 5000 pounds, 
was (brown into a shop adjoining. 
.More than a hundred panes of glass 
were broken in the neighbourhood, by 
the explosion 

View of xnx f ollkois — TTlie 
following table shows the number of 
graduates in the principal colleges of 
fix four successive 

rears. ^ 
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CoUescd. 1834 1833 1836. 1837 

Wat6rville,('Vre) 3 3 7 14 

Buwdoin,(Me.) IS 37 3l 3^ 
Dartmouth, (N. H.) 28 28 37 36 
Vermont University, 9 13 13 14 
Miildlebiiry, (Vt.) 24 16 19 15 

Williams, (Mass.) ^5 19 31 

Amherst, (M iss.) 17 23 32 23 
Harvard, (Mass.) 67 58 53 47 
Brown IJniv. (K. I.) 41 48 27 33 
Val^(Con) 68 68 lUU 79 

283 311 343 324 
Odo5er.— A new sus|iensiun chain 
bridge across the Merrimac, between 
Newburyport and Salisbury, began in 
1826, was completed at this time, nn- 
der*the superintendence oif Mr. Tho- 
mas Maren* of Portsmouth, as«archi- 
tect, who deserves credit for the plan 
and execntiott of the work. It coin- 
mences at Newburyport, with an abut- 
ment of thirty-eight feet in width, 
consisting of two walls uf split stone, 
built oh a foundation of pine lugs laid 
over the flats, and filled up with 
sodi, covered by a gravelled road of 
two feet in thickness. The length of 
the wkil, op the sooth east side of the 
abulment, is 341 feet ; on the iiorih west 
side, 440 feet. At the extreinit) of 
the abutment eis the draw, 38 feet 
wide, beigbl.fipm common high water 
12 feel, of water 18 feet. The 
draw i^mNs built up lo within two feet 
of high water mark, with pine logs in 
cob-work, its base 28 feet by 40, hav- 
ing a break-water united to it of 20 
feet by 80. The outer spaces ofothe 
cob-work are filled from the bottom 
with stones, and arodiid the outside 
of the pier stones are thiown to fill up 
to low water murk. The upper part 
of the pier consists of granite -tone 
work 15^ feet in height, 38 feet by 25 
being the dimensions on the top. Not 
less than 1800 tons of stone were used 
jn the construction of this single pier. 
Oq the Salisbury shore is pnotfu r 
abotmtnt 240 feet in tihigth, coii- 
struetbd in the sanib iim^r as tjie 
first, oxeepc that the lieadNif it is a so- 
lid mass of stone, 40 feet liy 40 on the 
surface, and 20 feet 0 inchu.s high, and 
suppoiting a small tower of stones. 


Between this abutment and the draw 
pier are foiii other piers, constructed 
like the first, only with more base as 
the water increases in depth, the depth 
at low watei being at one of these 
ftmr piers 15 feet, at the next 17 feet, 
at the next 20 feet, and at tho last 18 
feet. On each uf theiii is a wooden 
tower 31 feet high, double posted with 
timber 14 inches 'square, the base 38 
feet by 20, boarded, shingled and 
painted, having ti^ : passage ways, 
each 1 1 feet 9 inches' wide in the clear, 
and 15 feet high in the centre. Those 
parts of the bridge which cover the 
five spaces between the piers, amount- 
ing to 827 feet in all, are suspended 
by means uf iroi^huins passing over 
the foiii woodeif^j^ers, and fastened 
to the draw pier it oiie end, and to the 
abutment at the other extremity of the 
bridge. The chains are twelve in 
number, six fur each travel-ivay of 
the hi idgefoi' three oil each side of each 
way, coinffOiyii of links fwo feet in 
length, the iron being oao inch thick. 
Suspenders are fastened to the chains 
by a bale in the form of a half circle, 
with ears which pass through the links 
of the two miiside chains of each 
grniipe uf chains, a dog made of inch 
iron passing through the ears of the 
bale over the outside chaiitsy and rest- 
ing on the centre chain Each chain 
is shackled to a saddle on the top of 
the tower, which is supported by iron 
shrouds passing down the opposite 
side of the tower, and fastened to the 
slone work of the pier beneath. 
Beams 18 feet long and IS inches by 
6 thick, are fixed in the bottom of the 
ruspeiuiers, across which are laid the 
stringers 27 feet long, and over these 
the plank, 12 feet long and 4 inches 
thick, which constitute the suspended 
pa A of the travelled way of the bridge. 
By this mode of construction, the 
greatest possible security is attained, 
consistently with the plan of the 
, bridge, inasmuch as one half of it can 
borainoved or repaired wiiho«it im- 
the travel, and a link, orsus 
pmbtfOrone of thr chains, can bo 
removed or repaired witlioiit endan- 
gering the stcurity»of the rest of 
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work.^The bridge is also a highly 
beaiitilul and uriidmentaJ structure, 
and therefoie is a most GOti<«piciiuus 
and striking object of attention in ihe 
harbour of N'ewbiiryport. All the ex- 
penses of buiUting the bridge itstdf 

were S*')3,7UU, and of a turnpike road 

of 5B0 rods, beiouging to it, jiHiSOO, 
making the whole cost to the proprie- 
tors 566,000. By iiieans of |t, and of 
a road through the town of Kye, un- 
dertaken \n coiiiiexioii with it, there is 
a saving in distance of four miles be- 
tween Portsmouth and Ncwbiiryport. 
The entire length of the twelve chains 
is ll,!)tt0 feet, and the weigiit of iron 
expended on tiie bridge U8 tons, 11 
t-wt. The length of the biidge and 
nhiitinonis froui high water ni-irk to 
high watermark, is about 1700 feet, 
iciiviug fur the bridge, exclusive of (lie 
abutiueuts, about 1000 feet. 

The Ksv(*x bridge between Newbu- 

and Salisbury having been rebuilt 
^'ith clniti>, and a new chain bridge 
lu iug piojected al the Rocks village, 
betwet'u West NiMvh.iry and llaver- 
i.iii, there will he three suspeuMon 
I’iiaiu bridges of uucoiuniou beauty 
.mil boldness of .ippe irituce across the 
MerriiUHC, within the space of a few 

iniU'S. 

Oestrw'tivp t'lre. — On Mourjay 
night, October the IJarustable 
county house was desiroved bv fire, 
with the v.iliiahle recoids of the pro- 
bate olfieH. legisirv of de«-ds, and 
papers of the ck ik of tlic com is 
Only one book of piohatc papers was* 
preserved; ilu; e.iuse of the accident 
I' not known. No person resideil in 
tlio liuil-liug The uiulii wasslonny, 
and the accident niav liave lieeii oc- 
< a*-ioned by li:ililnio-;': but there .irc 
Mispieions that it was the work of an 
incendiary. ' 

JVbrr uiAer.— Uui xr. v K At Lw at. — 
The. following account of this railway 
IS given in the newspapers ; 

LiMjgth .4 iiiile.s. de.scent HB feel 
iioiii ''.i base* of the granite quarry 
dowriiot.ip witaif : hreadih feet fjroni 
iiiHide of one lail to the insitlr nf^c 
opposite one. Horse path. I)ctweeii 
■’mj two rail* f* fret .jl incites wide. 


The plank vails are oi'pii.c, lO inches 
in height; with caps of red oak, 2 inches 
thick, by .‘J inches wide. Sleepers, or 
tr.iiisvci sn beams, arc of graniln, 7 feet 
long, on which the rails rest ; these 
sli'cpcrs .ire -.it di*.t:iiict.s of a feet 

apart The uvonghr iron rails are 
laid on tiin red o.iU caps, and arc £1 
iiiclie.s wide, and S-Uths of an inch 
thick; '27 tons d cut. 14 lbs. ufirui!. 
inchidiiig screws, aiij i;«cd to each 
mile, making short of o2 tons of iron 
for the A miles. This railway was 
opened for use on the ICtli September, 
1826, and lias been since constantly 
used for the transportation of granite 
— generally CO tons per day. One 
horse ha.s drawn 22 tons, including 
I he weight of the two wagons, from 
the quany down to the wharf; but 
the ordinary load of a horse is from 
12 to 14 tons. One horse usually 
draws 2 wagons. By wav of expeii- 
inciu. one horse drew IS tons up an 
elevation al the rate of 6B feet C 
inches in the mile, a distance of 200 
feet. The wlirols of the wagons arc 
C feet in diimrtcr: the axle tree 3 
inches in diameter. Weight gf wagons, 
:>;>n0 ponnd.s each. , 

The object of this railway is to 
transport granite from tjie qiiairy in 
the town of tlnincy to the wharf in 
file harbour of Boston, and thence if is 
conveyed in vessels lowed by steam- 
boats to B«is»nn and to Charlestown 
for the Bunker Hill monnmoiit. 

?^TATIIK OF \Va>iiixcto>— A heau- 
lirulejlifioe h.ivinaheen erected, on the 
nonhern facade of tlio stale house, 
foi the reception «f Cliantrev's statue 
,of W -isltingtim, it w as, at the close of 
October, pl.tced upon the pedestal, 
ill the prr.M'ucc of the orticors of the 
society, which was organized in 1811, 
for .iccoinplishing this glorious object, 
and is now ficely exposed to public 
rxauiinatton. 

Tlie. statue is v>f white marble, funu 
the quarries of Carrara; the figure is 
Mighlly colossal, keing nearly sevou 
fco.tlu lAucht.Atnd lepveseut^ the il- 
lustrious lather of lii.s CMuniry, in a 
•■ivil costume : like lliat m wliieli he 
usn.illv asM'iMi'- I. wh;!i- rp’Mdcnl Ot 
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l!je United States ; but so ingeniously 
arranged, as to give to tlie whole the 
elegance of (irecian and Itonnn dra- 
pery. The left foot is sli«ihtly ad- 
vanced, and the weight of the hod> is 
chiefly thrown upon the lijiht leg ; the 
head is turned a little/to the left; the 
right arm is at liberty, falls gracefully 
by the side, anti the hand grasps 
a scroll. The cloak is sustained on 
the left shonlder, leaving tiiat of the 
right exposed, an»l disclosing the col- 
lar, and a sinnli portion of the breast 
of the coat. In the tear it descends 
to the ground ; the left arm, enveloped 
in the ainpio folds, crosses the chest, 
anji the hand— exquisitely sculptured 
—elevates and sustains the diaperj 
ill front, so as to exhibit the leer and 
the lower part of the legs. The physi- 
ognomy eoiiibines the fidelity of 1 1 on- 
don’s bust, with the. living likeness 
that glows in Stewarrs picture. The 
attitude is tranquil, ea^y, and natural, 
yet firm and dignified ; ilie expression 
serene, frank, and majestic, giving to 
the whole figure, that calm and im- 
posing presence, for which Washing- 
ton so distinguished. Hiricc the 
deiline of the tine arts in (>reece, 
there has been nothing produced, 
which can better .sustain a cojiip.irison 
with (he works of her renowned sculp- 
tors. than this chef-d’icuvrc of the 
British Vhidias. 

The dimensions and form of the 
edifice were prescribed by Chaiittcy, 
but Mr. Parri.s funiislied the plans 
of the architectiiai details, nn/^l su- 
perintended its erection. 'I'hc ex- 
terior is setnicirenhr, and rises as 
high ns the first story of the Htaic « 
House, with which it happily harmo- 
nizes, both in the structure and colour 
of the Walts. The main portion of 
the interior is a vaulted paiallclograni, 
thirteen feet wide and thirty long. 
Opposite the entraiici;, which is from 
the spacious doric hall, is an arched 
recess, of ten by thirteen feet, in w hirli^ 
the sutue is placed. The walls arc 
fourteen feet high to the intposVs of 
•b« arches, which arc beautifully or- 


namented by stucco pnnnel w'ork, in 
cicux. Tlie light is admitted though 
a glnzod metallic frame that crowns 
the dome, in which the vaults aie ele- 
gantly united. The pavement, which 
is formed of marble tiles, is supported 
upon 4iih«taiitial arches, in masonry. 

The pedestal is of 'White maihle, 
four feet and a half high ; the die, 
which is ahoiit three feel long, and 
two wide, rests oiV a bold anil massive 
base, and is surmounted by a neat cor- 
nice. 

The whole edifice is constructed of 
the most solid and durable matcrinls ; 
no other* ht‘iiig used, than those of ma- 
sonry and the metals, wnlumi the in- 
curporaiion of any wood. All the 
work has betm exccitletj in sueli a 
thorough and perfect manner as to 
unite tiic grcate.st strength and beauty ; 
and does credit to the science and 
lasie ofllie irchilcct, and the skill oi 
ihc various mecbanics who have been 
cmidoyed. 

/Jmmher.^M vrine Hoseital.- 
Tbe inmates of ibe IJ, s?. Marine 
in this ouvn, were removed 
some mouths since to the new edifice 
at UhclM'ii. .'I'his building is in an 
• Icganl and healibful situation, in 
view of the noitli ]),iri of the city, on 
the Chelsea shore. It is a handsome 
edifice of liewn granite, two stories in 
height, with a baM-mom and an attic ; 
the iii'iin building is 1 05 by 50 feet, 
with two wings, projecting three, feet 
on each side of ihe building, being iZ 
*feet by 56. 

This tiuilding was erected hy the 
surplus funds crdlected in this State, 
all seamen in employ, paying ‘iO cents 
per month of their wages for the sup- 
port of Hospitals, where, when sick 
or “ di.sablcd,” they can receive grntu- 
ifous attention. There are several 
acres of land connected writh the pstab- 
lisliment. The expenditures of the 
institution are regulated so as lo e«»nic 
within the receipts in this Staip, Sea - 
men are permitted lo stay four months, 
md if not 'then restored, are scut 
hoirm. They receive the hi st atien 
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t»on ; und iiio uflbrdrd every conve- 
iiieuco ulm h iheii sitiiatiuii inay i<> 
qiiire. 

The .iver-j^e number in eicli()uarter 
is about ]()0, suiiiu cif ibeiii 

probably liu not ^ltly but t\wi oi three 
days, or as inaity weeks. 'I'he deiihs 
;;eneral]y avera;;:e one in twenty. He- 
turnsoflhe niiine, at^e, disease. nati\c 
place, time of eiitviin<: and leaviii*', 
&c. are^iiado quarteiiy to the .'Secre- 
tary of the Navy.— The salary of the 
physician is 1000 doll irs, and of tlm 
.steward 500 dollars. 

Salt W'orZra.— The Ncw-Ucdfoid 
Courier estimates the whole quantity 
of salt works in New- Kurland at 
li}, 000, 000 square feet of surfiec — 
The removal of the duty on foreign 
salt, which has been ui 'ied by some, 
would desrroY this n>«'ful branch of 
Jnmestie industry 

- UHOIU: ISLAND. 

A/ffy.— S ilk. — J oshua Clarke, Ksq. 
of South Kingston, has made exten- 
sive preparations for the nillivatiuii of 
the silk worm, and has planted, this 
spring, iipwaids of O.OUO iniitberiy 
trees, on which the silk woiui subsists; 
and will, the next season, pl.int a 
larger number. The cultivaliou of 
the silk worm has been c.iiiied on 
with considerable success in Veriiiont, 
Massachusetts, and in some other of 
the New-Kiigland and Middle Slates. 

June — K i.Ku a n i F. m i* i.o\ si r .n t. — 
There is a laee school or mainifaeiuiy 
established at Newport, which give.* 
profitable employment in this new 
branch to bOO young females ; ami the 
various articles of ilicii ingenious aiid^ 
tasty needle will liear coiiqMiison with 
any thing of the kind ever impuitcd. 

liAKRIsnURC CilNVKNTIOSI. — At a 

meeting of farmers avd mantifucliirifrs 
in Rhode Island, held at Newport on 
the Snili, lion. James Rhodes III the 
chair, Messrs. Asher Rohhins, JelTrey 
Ila/.ard, David Wilkinson, John Far- 
niiin. ami Janies Rhodes were appoint- 
ed delegates to the convention 
held at liarrisbiirg. « * * 

JVbvember— T axes.— T he luxes 
paid by the 4-1 banks in Rhodo Island, 
in fix months, amounted to jKt.qr:* 'M 


- -of which, the bunks to Providence 
paid about 4';:39. The tax collected 
from lotteries in six months, was 
jiJtJOOU — and 4000 appears to remain 
uncollected. Tlie auction tax for six 
iiioiiths, was of which, Provi- 

dence paid 1 P.dS. The whole expen- 
diture'' of the Slate, fur ilic last six 
months, iiave been only 19 — 

while the revenue has been 18, 0^3 GO. 

Hlackstune Canal. “L eiigih' 
miles, breadth 18 feet at the bottom, 
and 31 feel on the surface of the water. 
There aie 18 stone locks which over- 
come a rise and fall »»f 4;>0 feet Deptii 
of water in the caiiui 1 ft. J^ocks 82 fi. 
long, by 10 broad. Cost. 5‘»90,GO0. 
Kstim<\ted leveiiue .'i.’>,000 to j|60,000. 
The supply of wafer is principally 
from the Blackstone river ; but there 
are scvtnd poudp, one of which, near 
Wirrct-sU r, oovei s 2uOO acres, whicVi 
in case of need, can he used as feeders. 

This canal commences in the har- 
bour of Proviilcuce, Rhode Island, 
and extends to Worcester, in Massa- 
chiiseits. The articles to be trans- 
ported on it are lime, granite, anthia- 
citc coal, (from the town of Cumber- 
ami, 12 miles north of /Providence,) 
and agrieiilimal products in descend- 
ing. 'riic asrenrling trade will consist 
of cotton, wuid, iron, llour, corn, gtro- 
ccrics, and a great v.iriely of articles, 
for the, supply of the veiy large manu- 
facturing population in the valley of 
the Ui^ckstone river. This canal will 
inciqase the. water pow cr of the Rlack- 
slone river, ami will furnish besides 
scveial additional mill privileges. It is 
expected to be completed some time 
iicxf Slimmer. 

CONNFCTICLT. 

Marc/i.— F armington Canal.— 
This grand enterpi isc, we understand, 
will he completed in a few months. 
The Irishmen are opening vigorously 
along the line of the canal, particulai- 
iy in the city of Ncw-ll wen, and the 
' citir.ens are very* sanguine in their 
hrtile of the ultimate surress of the dc- 
Mgii. A roiisidrrable number of build- 
ings liavc already been removed or 
taken down, uikI others are now shar- 
ing the s.'iinq fate. It is behevod »hai 
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iict only tl?#5 city, but the whole coun- 
try iliroOjih ’'Inch it 
benefittedh ’l.cfacihtii’.^ .oilcirans- 
portution ut' produce which it w ill pre- 
sent. 

STriM KovT l)jls.\v!iri. Oil 

Thin>d r> eveiipii; I j*.!, mIjou; is dl' pii^t 
7 oVluck, 7 inilex iioin S:i>!nook, *01 
the pus.S(Pj;e <ti) Nexv-Vu«k, ilic stt-uii 
boat Oliver Ellsworth inel »iih 0 'se- 
rious disaster by the burstitii; of the 
main flue of the boiler, ami al>o hoist- 
ing out the furnace head or caji. Sevci'. 
of the passengers, thestcwaid, engi- 
neer, and fireman of the hoar, were 
scalded : tlir latter, and one 'passenger, 
dieS liiu next inoriiing. 7'he water 

from the boiler iminorliateiv^ extin- 
guished the lire, therehv occasionin:; 
a dense column of sin«>ke minute i 
with steam, which partly filled the ea- 
bin, nearly producinu sulfocation, mt- 
til fiesh air was admitted hy hieakiu •; 
the cabin window s. There « ere I J or 
15 passengers in the after cahtii wlien 
the explosion took place, several *•{ 
whom being near the cabin stairs, ran 
immediatejy on deck, and woic* bad!/ 
scalded — coming in contact at that 
moment witbstbe steam from tbc boil- 
er. The other passengers who leitiain- 
ed in the cabin, escaped uninjuieil,an(l 
soolh after repaired on deck, at the call 
of the captain for all to leave below, to 
prevent suflbeation. Tiie steam boat 
proceeded back on her way towards 
Hay brook by means of her sails, and 
was obliged to anchcir about (wo piiles 
distant from the (own. The Oliver 
Ellsworth was towedno Saybrook the 
next day by the McDonough. 

A/fly.—Co.SXFCTICI T ELStCTfOM. 

Majority of Mr. Tomlinson over go- 
vernor Wokoii, 2r;.'ir. Lieut, trover- 
nor, J. S. Peters. Treasurer, Isaac 
S{>enser ; secretarv, Thomas Day. 

For congress— Halph I. Ingersoil, 
Elisha Phelps David Plaiif. Orange 
Merwiti, John Pialdwin, Noyrs Barber 

Among the govr-Mors of Connerti- 
cut, there have been two TithnbfllN, 
father and son ; two (friswnids, also 
father and son ; and three Wolcotts, 
father, ion, and grandson; the lat- 
ter of whom is the preteni governor. 


Eaijlk H.ink of New Havf.n.— - 
The agents of this hank iii.'d»- ihf. ic- 
porl to ihe (iriu'ial \s'“iiihl) of Loii- 
iieeii -ni, in sessioti. at H" foul ’fliey 
sta<« . though liM • (.1 lilt* iiilils 
diO‘ to «!■.»• Imi K, rtlm ii jii w(.m ofor- 
dina'tj hr.-iiiHiS. hast* bm n p.iid, set 
tii.ti uf »lii* ui**af '“'‘S'* <»l iinlehietim-s, 

arisinu Itoin unprrr ffh'iiled Uhii.s to a 
few indtvi iii.ils, Fiiith ot it it hoot 
any, and ail uiihout aderjuuri* sfcuii- 
ty, tlifte still remains due nearly ///’- 
Uen kumlnd thousand dtdinrs. The 
.agents luriher ‘tate. that they iifvc 
“ re.^son to believe that a gM .it amount 
of property helongiiig 'o the dchiors 
lia.s been sceii-li'd or wiilidrawii lium 
lllP jurisfliciioil ol III*' M:«I<': tnl a.- 
some of the prineipal il» hiois aie now 
confilied luilie state, they .ii» iioi »iih- 
oiiti'Xpertaiioi: ilial linihi'r culler rjonK, 
t»y coiiijiionti'e oi o'hiivtjse, will Ic 
luarle. rndei llie^e ciicunist.iiK 
very lililc, as yet, ha** been r i>lh‘( i* <l, ti> 
constitute a fund fni a (livi(ieu(! aiuoiis; 
the erediiois of the hank. The tiumts 
have, not deemed it .idvisahle (u avail 
tjn.rnsehes of the pioviNit)ns ol the act 
of which authorizes the Siipi* . 

riot (.'oiiitto limit the time ofexhibt - 
litru claims, and to tierlare a ilivideiid 
thereon, believing that the intnestsof 
the creditors would he thcrr*hy pKUin 
icrj.” 

T' e committee further report, that 
they have endeavoured, both hy per- 
suasion and eocreiun, to efletl a rol- 
Weion, and obtain soctirity for these 
debts, but h.nve surceedcil in part only: 
considerable security Irad been obtain* 
^ ed bv attachment on property ; the rol - 
lection of a large sum so secured, ha^ 
been delayed, the proiierty being re 
plevied, on insufficient bonds. 

*The school fund of this slate pro- 
duced during the venr ending April 
1st, 1837, 504 . 100 , for intrretf and 
rents, besides of principal 

paid into the treasury, of which *10,70-:^ 
was reinvested. 

«M/.»r.x7RAOitDillABiEs —A New- 
mien paper, of the dd of July men- 
tions, that rm 8 haul of Ash, made there 
on the 2d, there were S.'i.OOO white fish, 
t baKs, ) a large i|tiautity of blue and weak 
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t and si^vcnteen large 
ehaiks^ riotn seven lo ten feet in 
length. The latter made dcstriirtive 
nork \vitli the net. and. alliiniigli iiui 
able '.i tlieihv Ive^. .tjiiior- 

tuiiir lor tin* t-M-ape nf at least 
50 000 wliile,fish. 

i\ku -n AVK>, Jeh 7. 

KaI. 'I IM; ; I.» < ■ 4 I.. — The tie.l- 

Siirer iii-ide hi' tejtuit to the 
meeting, l)v which it .iftpeirs tiiai the 
Mini of .Sri H.017 has i>ccii e\pf iided 
upon the canal, vix : for ineliininary 
Mirvevs 5<')f0«0 *. t“' inociiring rharler, 
salaries of iillic.ers, tie .S 1..110 : lor in- 
struments, wagons, fccc. re.tl estate and 
d'Ainines, jStn.iiCJ; lor •lanistrnction, 

Tliat the fnntls of the company for 
f'litiirneNpeiiditnres aiiioont to 107..')!^ 
doll.irs, eunsisliiig of insiahnents due, 
and of cash in the liaiids of the lica- 
rer. 

'I’he snptMiniemlcnt made a rcioit. 
fiom wliich It .n |ie iis, (h it il.- -nt •,»«- 
ven-eiiihih' of i1m; ate Iioimii d 

ami paid for. 

j\kw -II u t.N .Ii'lv 10 
Hai/. Snuof — li.o* m the al'io- 

nt»on of the ;/i)i II, 'f. a p.ui of 'he 
town of Oian^c. adioimn; New-I|.i. 
veil, was visited 1>V a Vt i\ seve*o li.nl 
storm. The stones weic veiy laigc, 
and pet haps for a inde in Ineadtii. fell 
to the depth ot two inches. The enn, 
ryp, lice, was (omplelelv nit ilown — 
ihe iiniipe aoidcs and |)earli»*> \*eie 
stripped I'lom the iie«'<, and tlnni'atids 
of (Mites of glas' weic bruUeii in the 
houses. .^cxl mornimi heaps f h oi 
lay upon the c.irih. At one place, mi 
:t hollow formedhv two sleep hanlf'. 
(he stones had w.ishcti and l•)•l;:• •■i 
against the ftiiire mid weeds in sneh 
quantities, that at 10 oVIocU •next 
morning, there was a body of thnn lo 
inches in thickness, exposed to the di 
rect ravH of the siin. 

.'fugujir— A Norwich paper ol 
IVednesday says, **An‘ earthqtiaWs* 
was experienced in .this vicinity, on 
Saturday night. 10 oVlock, which 
lasted atettt a minute, attended with a 
rtoiie much resembling the reiKin of 
haavf ordnance. So powerful wa< 


the tremulous motion produced, that 
in M-veral houses, di.sh«s, btc. were 
thrown fioin their places.'* 

The shock w.in Mi severely in other 
towns III foiii.ec.iin lit and at West- 
lii-ld 111 li IS It wa*) aho tell at 

scii, and o< d ..n iii.UMial swell. 

inctmhtr Siunin;:tuii Tele- 

gia|fli an aiiiclr showing the 

uiitiiimt of till* M.-V rial leiiirns of car- 
goes of sealing vc'M-ls sold at public 
auction 111 Unit butongh, since Novem- 
ber, IKTJ. It iipiirars that the utal 
umonnt realized iioni the sales of the 
.seat skins alone, was no less than 
S10,7 17 dollars and ft c‘ent.s. 
VKK.MONT. 

January — .M fti-.c»r —A brilliant 

inHthr \ri<;seen ftoiti Burlington. Vt. 

on the ^.I't insl. It aj'peared in llic 
smith east, was visible abmit two se- 
ciitids and disi^ppeaird in the south 
wi't. Its l:cht e\u cd» d that of the 
full moon, ainl iiM ulourih it of iron 
i:i a s'af*' of fii'.nm. Just before i' 
di'.ij j.i an d, il i on^idcpible sciiitida- 
iio.'i to<.|v place. Ti:c pans delai lied 
seemed lo lake a dncciion conliaiy 
t(» {}i.ii of Inc im teor, graoualfy di\ti- 
ii'iig iioin c.ich other. ‘ No lepwl was 
hea.d. tliom:h li'ieiiVvi for attentively 
foi scveial miiiUti'S. # 

Mirrfi.— r II ovi OKNTI A L DfJ.I V E- 
n \x<. i:. — About nine n’clm k, on the 
iMwr.iiiig of the iOd inxl the jail in St. 
AllMii'i, Vt. wss discovered to bp on 
file, and <>o iari>l w.is the s|irr:id of 
the flani' >>. that it was found to h** iin- 
pi^sinle fti 'iive the buihling. It was 
Imimf upon in^j'iiry, that the jirisoncr^ 
well' not all out : iheie beiii!: still one 
III tin* upper oi debtor's looin of the 
p»i'.m. and no way of liber.itine him 
with Mitctv, c\ci j'l by brcaknif; 
tbrmivili from ttie oiUMite. L.id.ters 
were immcdi.ucly raised to tlie double 
baned window, and exeili-ms emn- 
meucpil, with axes .md crowbars, to 
fm'’c the liais fiom (licir pi irc.. ; bn: 
efforts to this e|lect were fnilrlcss. The 
flaiwi's we*e xoon romimimealcd lolhe 
roof !<' the piison, and exertions were 
rpa^cd at the window, to extingiiisb 
the flainrs. The mof was mounted 
bv n few resolute band«. who. in a short 
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time, had the timber all tlirown 
off. 

A hole siifiicienUy large to admit 
the body of a man, was iii»*n made into 
the cell, and the prisoner rescued, lie 
was so much choaked »vitli the smoke 
and soot, that after he was released, 
his life was despaired of ; but he i« 
since happily restored to hcnlili and 
liberty. 

Jtme.-*NEw Mepicai. Sprinc. — 
It appears by a communication in the 
Rutland Herald, that a medicinal 
spring, said to be of much value, has re* 
cently been discovered in the south* 
oast part of Clarendon, Rutland coun- 
ty, Vermont. It rises from the side of the 
Green Mountain, about a quarter of a 
mile above its base, and dischart;r% 
it is presumed, two or thtce gallons 
per minute. The water is uf that low 
temperature, usually denominated cold, 
and is perfectly limpid at the moment 
of its exit ; but immediately rnnkes a 
copiotis reddish brown deposit, which, 
in quantity, will equal a cubic of l i 
feet. A hemlock bark, whieh, for ten 
days, had been used as a sjroiit for 
conveying the water, was covered with 
the reddish brj^iwn precipitate, a line 
in thickness ; sr.id at the edge of the 
stream, which dowrd over thi<i inrk, 
it is almost as deeply hiatkened as if 
it were stained with irik. Kxperi- 
inents were made at the sprim; and 
professor Siliiman states that the wa- 
ter is, without donht, a chalybeate, 
and the iron is suspended by c«irbonic 
acid. • 

Harrisrdro CoNVF.NTin.v .— a 
meeting of fanners and mannfrtriu- 
rers in llutlami, was held on the -!7th. 
The number which attended the meet 
iog, was about one hundred, .ill of 
whom were from eight of the t»ve|vc 
counties in the state — the other four, 
it is presumed, were unrepresented. 
The meeting was organiErd by the 
choice of the Hon Klijah Paine, of 
Williamstown, as rhairnian, and Ro- 
bert Temple, Ksq. ofllmland, as si^ 
cretary. The objects of the r^hfting 
were briefly stated by William Jar- 
vis, Rsq of Weathersfieid ; the reso- 
ItttioBS and address of the Pennsylva- 


nia society were read, and u commit' 
tee of one from each county reptcHmt- 
ed, was appointed to report resolutions 
expressing the viev^s of the meeting. 
The meet mg was then adjourned to S 
o’clock, P. M. 

In the afternoon, the Qomiiiittce re- 
ported agreeably to tbeir iiistructiuiis. 
The resolutions were .adopted unani- 
mously. Tiic followingi geiiileman 
were chosen as delegates to lU* Har- 
risburg convention, viz : Messrs Wil- 
li tin Jarvis, Rolliii C. Mallory, I' li- 
jab Paine, William Hall, llemnu 
Allen. 

Stpltmber.-^y t: a M o t K i. f r t i o n . 
On the 4tli inst. the freemen of the 
several towns, assembled for the pur* 
pose of electing state officers for the 
ensuing year. Governor Butler 
was re-elected, ilumgli not niiani- 
inoiisly, as Messrs, (‘rafts atid Doo- 
little lee.eiied a roo'lilerablc number 
of votes. Messrs Oliii, Dana, ('rafts, 
and W'biliipv, were siip|M)rted for the 
ofliee of Lieut, Governor. 

(ktobtr — (’alamitv — The tiew 
ar''h bnd'ic, erociiiig over Onion river, 
liy i^.'ttiKiel and James Williitms, at 
Ml. Brewster’s works, in Burlington, 
Vt of I feet span, and ild (eet Iroin 
the water, fell oil the -2i;ih, while six 
woikinen were upon it. The sl.iy- 
lath to the false bridge g.ive w'av.and 
it swaved down tlie stream, which Id 
the bri«bjf; suddenly fall into the wa- 
ter. All tlir; men received some inju- 
ry^ and Oiii! man, by the name of 
Arteinas S. W'bilnev, had several of 
Ins ribs broken, and was otherwise se- 
\eiely brni.sf.d, but is not considered 
dangerous. 

JVovtmbtr. — L»: u i s i. a t u r r — I’hr 
legislature of this state rontinne in 
article se.ssioii. Qn the Slat ult. the 
following resolntinii pissetl the asseni- 
bly by a majority of Ifil to .<}d— one 
half of the minority expressing ibciii- 
.selves attached to the administration, 
blit were dotibiftil of (be consiiiuiion- 
ality and expediency of any legi.slaiivr 
proceeding on the subject. 

IZffbleed, That in the opinion of 
tilts house, the policy adopted hv the 
present administration of the general 
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j^overnnient, is well crilciibted to pro- 
in.iiti iliij ptfriniiimit pr Mperity of ihe 
natiui), and is approved by the people 
of Veniioot ; and that the re-eicr.iion 
of John <|i/inct .^oamh U) the pre- 
sidenr'V of the United States, is unob- 
■ ject hi{;hly desirable. 

The expenses of the Koverninent of 
this stall*, for the last year, ani itiiited 
to ^52.030 »B, of wliirli Jj;i,00a iv»to 

iipplied^to the schrtol fund, aiid jJfJ.CfiO 
to printing a new edition of the laws 
of tin* state. 

CossTi rt rioN. — The oonticil of 
• ensors, of this si.ito, have a;;reed to 
prop')'", as amendments to the consti- 
imion. 'h i est ihlish'ii *iit^of a senate, 
as a co-ofdinate hraiirh of tlie le^isla- 
inre, to consist of tneniy-ci^ht tnem* 


bers, the lieut. governor to bo, ex^ofi- 
€ 10 , the president, and to have the 
casting vote. The convention, for ac- 
cepting or rejecting these amendinents, 
i.s to he held at Montpellier on the 
ii6th of June next. 

Manganbsk - \n extensive bed of 
“ Manganese,” of the purest kind, has 
recently been discovered in Chitten- 
dfii. in this roiinty, on ‘the farm of 
Wolcoft H. Keeler, E^q. We are in- 
formed that 50 tons have already been 
dug. Mr. Jacob Davy, of Fairhaven, 
and Mr. B.trn ird, of Chittenden, ate 
engagpd in it ; aiid it is apprehended, 
that it will prove to he a very profita- 
hiM business to them. It is said to be 
wurtli about $ji) per ton. 


THE MIDDLE STATIC. 


ir/.»u.i M'/V.VOHK. 

Jithf. — \ rju("*tion has been long 
pending hotweon this ftate and N»mv- 
JiTsry, cuncerninjr the lioun-.f.irv lino 
between them. The most important 
part of this ipiestion rei.ites to the Hud- 
son, the whole of wlueii is claimed by 
iNmv-York, on (he ground, (hat the 
lludvin river by name, was s[)ei’ially 
granted by the king to the ori'giiial 
proprietor, tin; Duke of York, and that 
inasmuch as no portion of tl)at river 
had been granted bv hun to (he pro- 
prii'tors uf New-Jersev. it still belong- 
ed to the old proprieiarv or ratal go> 
vernnunt of that piminee. when' it 
beeame indopi-ndent ; and of cminN; 
colli mill'd nndiT tlu; junsdictum of the 
slate government, and hecanu* part ©f 
Its territory as a sovereign state. 

On the other hand. New -Jersey 
olftims (otbe middle ofllie cliannel, and 
contGiid.s, that all navigxbU; rirer^ bc- 
loiigiHl to (be king, and (ba( that pecu- 
liar (Mirtion of his suvereigoty voted in 
the states as part of the confederacy, 
and not us individual and independent 
lowers ; and consequently* that m> far sft 
the Hudson mstitutrd (b« bnnndary 
(me, It was tow divided betirqen*the 
two states, as alt buiindar? riven be- 
ween countries arc divided, svhrn no 


ennventiunnl agi cement exists reaped 
ing (iiein. 

Several attempts have been made 
to reconcile the conflicting claims of 
the two states to the river, as \rrll as 
to Staten Liand, which ia -also claimed 
by New- Jersey, but t^ey unifdVmly 
proved iinsnccessfni. A law was final- 
ly passed by New-Jeriby. which will 
probably bring this question befotsp the 
proper tribunal for a judicial decision- 
This law made it highly penal for any 
lierson to execute the process of an- 
other state w it bin the territorial juris- 
diction of New Jersey, and an occasion 
waf given this month for (he enforce- 
ment of that statute 

The eiiy of Nev York, for the pur- 
pose of saving herself from the burthen 
uf .supportinga great number of foreign 
paiipi'rs. thrown in upon her in the 
shape of emigrants, has required that 
the captains of vessels brinriog in such 
population shall pay two dollars a head 
on landing them, or enter into sufilcient 
iKinds dial they shall not, for the space 
of two years, become a city charge.—* 
To avoid this nesponsihdity .'ind ex- 
(fonsA shifvowners and captains fre- 
qiicnuf resort to other ports, and espe- 
cially to Amboy, where no such re- 
quisitions me made. In the present 
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inataDce, a vessel had come into Am- from the southern part of the tract the 
boy, from Ireland, freighted with emt- natives choosinff to retain their presenV 
grants. They were landed in compli- location near Buffalo. In considera- 
ance with the regulations of the port, tiun of these lands, the Indians are to^ 
Some of thorn, as might he expected, reeeive annuities tu the amount of 
soon found their way to \ew-YorU. — about 5».fi00, exclusive of such rea- 
Thc authorities of that city i^^ifd their stmable c»m{)*‘nsation as may be made 
process to the slieriff of Richmond and for improvements on some of their re- 
ordered him to bring forth the bod\ of serv itions. 

the captain. .The sheritr. (or dopiitv .) The celebrated Indian chief. Red 
accordingly went on board the Vf'^sel .l.iekot. ofrpused r-vorv proposition to 
in the stream, at Amboy, only a few pirt with a foot of their land, by an 
yards from the wharf, seized upon the idoqnent appeal to his red brethren 
captain, and took him off to New York, -.igainst the erKToer.hrnent of his white 
The next day he bail the imprud nee brethren on their territory. Red 
to land at Amboy for so no purpose or J i -ket is now n-MiIy 70 ye.rrs oM, yet 
other, and was tiimsnlf taken intoens wlien called to preside in Ifie lonncilit 
lodv' examined and sent to prison for oftiis nation, and to give his opinion on 
a violation of the statute of \ew-.Jcr' ativ important he rises with ail 

sev, which imposes a heuvv fnie anl th*' vigour an I 'inimalion of former 
long imprisonment. years; and hts l.oigii.trre. gesture, and 

This arrest of a public officer coni- everv look, evinces a talent «i forensic 
polled the state of New Y<irk to viudi- elurjiienre, which is not. perh.ips. ex- 
cate her claims to the terntorv in dis- eel!-.| hut l)\ ,i few men m the uiiiot;. 
pule. The suhjj?ct was prrsenied to He. however, .sn far \ id led his uivn 
the legislature at its meeting in .l.iuu i- opinions, as to sign the treaty, 
ry, 1827. by (lovernor i lintou. an.i S^pfemh/r . — \t)oni 8000 persons 

commissioners were appointed to meet have visited tin: •springs ut .‘•J.iraiog.i 
commissioners to be appointed bv dnn.ig tfn* prrsenl sea-m — 1000 pas- 
IVcw-Jbrscy, ^with the viewofsetlling sctig» r>, !)!t<'n a riv»* at the city in one 
Ihcdispute by ^ compromise. Several dav in Ih ■ si ’loi boats on the Hudson 
meet ing.s were V'd during the en'»iiifig and 1 irp io f»nlv. and perhaps^ it may 
summer; but aiter miidi negotiation, be re.i-onihlc to calculate that, during 
linding that no xatiifictory irringe- thicc iriontii^ in the \ear. there are not 
meot* could he made, too com iiission- le-s ihan lO.OiiO persons from tie* south 
cr» .scfiaratod and the qu-sliou win eontinualli in the state of .New-YorU, 
loft to the adjuJioatnm o:'l(ic legal tri- on aceouni oi' In'.ilth or amusement. — 
bunaU. 'Hi • average cx’ii-iisr-N oi ilic^c. for ira- 

•■I'/g'Ml.— IvDi VN LvNns, — A treaty veiling and suhM^fence, cannot he less 
was held at Buffalo tiiisiii intti, with the th.fn ten loll. ir<> each per week, or a 
chiefs of (he sev. ral remnant s of Indian total ot j^l . ion riie w'lnl' an- 
tribes residing in this coiintv by Oliver niial anniunt derived from ih .se 
Forward, commis-iioncr on the sources, mai then he ritirnated at moro 

part of the f/nited ''lutes, uo l ^ohn tli in /leo m»//;ouv. 

Gretg. Esq agent of the propnetor-. A convention iv.is hcM this month, 
of the pre emption right of the Indian f *september ) ai I 'tuM. -ami D" A iti 
lauds m the western part of ihi.s stale. Clmtliri was iinarnirioiisiv no iiinatrd 
Tlie result was the piirclino, on the a-* ucanilnlalc for «*ov< rnor. and Men- 
partof the p'-oprietors, of the (J'lnm- ry Huntington as liieuicnanl (lovern 
ctox and Gnnk'in resen aijorw entire, or »i ih stall', at the cii-iitng election, 
part of the Tonawanta. and about Moui.sn's AHi»crnn>— On the 
25,000 acres ot thc«&uffaff} ('reek 11th inst. CVilham Morgan, wlnisn 
tracts— possession to be giyen i^ twd name is now iiui iriuii^li tmi rc|«'> 
rears from the ratification of thi^freaty brated^ was tukirii frorn^e jail of i a - 
by govemmeot. The sale frrjrn the nandaigua, where he was confined up- 
Roffalo Creek resmatm.'i was ina<!c on a ludgnieol in behalf of ouc rhc-'.' 
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borons'll, wIjo srcms to liare been con- 
cerned in the abduction, and was 
transported to llie Niagara frontier, 
where all traces of him were lost.— 
Bui little doubt DOW exists of his hav- 
ing been murdered bv thost*, to whose 
custotly he wav committed. The 
cause of this evtraordinury abduction 
seems to have h^ cn the threat of Mor- 
gan to reveal the secrets of masonry ; 
ami sufpe misg»iidf?d rnemhers of (tjat 
fraternity, in order to prevent the pnh- 
licaltiin of a Imk of MorcranN coinposi- 
ti«>n on that subject, determined upon 
this dreatifiil expedient. Such parti- 
culars as transpired of the transaction 
arc detailed in liio trial of Hayward 
and others, (vide page 2d part ) 
but the wholr* atfair was so much en- 
veloped in mystery, lii'.t both his fate 
and the mode of hi*, cxcciiticn still re- 
main niiknoivii. Ai'icr some time had 
elapsed fiuho-tpUTit (o his a(iduc(ton, 

■ 'fUuu^t heatiiur auv thing concerning 
him, <rn^.i'ti:i(cint‘nl began to prevail 
in the »vost< rii counties of this state 
against the wljoie rn;»»(tnic fraternity, 
which ivas arcuH^l of having hten 
|>pivy, as a society, to (his nelarimis bu- 
.siness ; and the sullied was finally 
lirouifht before liie legi-laturo by peti- 
tions figned by tlio rnas.s of the inhabit- 
ants of lh')se counties, where it was re- 
ferred to a cominitlco I’en-.tsting of 
Messrs. (Jrang. r, Brasher, Sill, Car- 
slow an*i ( h)wh The report tif that 
committee conl.iins a -latement of the 
aflTair, and llm means proposed to aserr- 
laiii the porpelralor:i oiTiic crime, 
is as follows : 

Mr. Ci r.irigi'r, from the select coin- 
miltco to whom was referred the peti 
tions from the western countios. in rclie- 
tion to the foirihle abduction of one 
William Murg.iii, a citizen of the slate, 
rcpoils— 

That these petition* tre signnf by 
many highly respoctabte committees, 
who have been appointed on behalf of 
tiioir fellow citizens, to asccrtliin the 
facts etmnccted with this 190SC flagrant 
violation cf tlui rights of a citizen, by 
which hi! haa%pA dejuri^ed of libiiHyt 
ifnotofJifo. "x; » v 

These (icittioDS let foyth, that on the 
llth day of September last, the .said 
:*6 


William Morgan was, by colour 01 
criminal process, taken from the vil- 
lage of Batavia, itFthc county of Gen- 
nesee, to Canandaigua, in the county 
of Ontario; that, upon examination 
before a magistrate, the said Morgan 
was discharged*; that he was subie- 
quenlly. and upon the same day, arrest- 
ed upon a demand against him, upon 
which judgment was obtained, and he 
ooiifuied within the gaol of (he county 
of Ontario; that on the evening of 
tlio l2thorHcpicmber, certain persons 
who had been previously engaged in 
procuring the seizure of Morgan at 
Batavia, and in his subsequent removal 
to, and cmifincmeot at Canandaigua, 
discharged the debt for which be had 
been committed, and cau.sed him to bo 
liberated from prison : that on leaving 
the piison, tliesaiJ Morgan wat vio- 
Ii ntly Rfized. and against his consent 
forced into a carriage, which was ra- 
pi llv dviven fiom v.iij viilareof Canan- 
daigua, since which time no certain 
infitrination has been obtained con- 
c»‘ruiiig bim, and Ibat willi this depri- 
vation of liberty are connected manjr 
circumstance^, which create a •belief 
that he has been depriy^ of life. — 
The foregoing avermuntaarc embraced 
in all the petitions befoifc the commit- 
tee. • 

A portion of the petitions farther 
represi nt that said Morgan vri» UOD- 
s'eyed i»> tl»e Niag.sra frontier, where 
they allege that he was murdered on 
the night of the l 4 th of September 
last; and they all join in the belief 
tha^ ti»e conspiracy against this citi- 
zen was extended through several of 
the wi stern counties, aud was the 
rcsult^f a previously concerted plan. 

Under these circumstances the peti- 
tioners represent that the courts of a 
single county arc inadequate to ^ the 
emergency, and ask the interposition 
of legislative authority, to protmre a 
full development of a plot so base in 
design, so fearless in execution, and 
fraught with covcqueuecs so danger- 
ous ts^he liVertiesof our people. 

YourVnmmiltce have delayed their 
report with the expectaliou. that the 

promised te.‘ti»u’ny^‘''>^‘^ lurnisbed 
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■lb <>2b&tantiate the charges contained 
in the petitions. 

Within a feir daw scTcrnl affidavits 
have been forivanlSi to your commit- 
tee, none of which reach the most se- 
vere allegations of the petitioners. 

From the testimonv addticod. no 
doubt remains in relation to fhe unhw- 
ful seizure and removal of VT«rsr»w, for 
which offence several persons wc-ro ar- 
rested, and havinjy pleaded fruihy to 
the indictments found a^'nitiM thom, 
are now sufferincr the penalties of the 
law in the gaol of the county of On- 
tario. 

The situation ofthis unfortunate man 
after leaving Canandatgua, so far as 
legal proof has been furnished, is still 
left to conjecture ; but by the affi<l:i- 
vits presented, tunny eircum>taiiri-s 
arc brought to benr 'upon thf* alh-M' 

tion that he wa.s taken to Nia'.'nr:i. 
whatever may have been hi' suhse- 
qurnt fate. 

The strongest proof in siif*j>ort ofl’iis 
position V to he found in the alfj.jtivit 
of Pant .'hmer. Hhieh, tiiOUc;h restio.T 

princip-iliy U mmi tiifonnatioii dirivfd 
from others, when not under oath, car- 
ries W the minds of voiir committee a 
belipf of its gvncral correct ness. Thi-» 
affidavit is partially corroborated bv 
the certificate A. G Ifininan, a jii>- 
tice of the |M'ace for the county ui 
Niagara, setting forth the pniceetlings 
had before him again.of one Hh flrure, 
of said county. An affi Javit of I) irid 
Jfaxwttl is also prt>ontetl, whicdi may 
he CODSiden'd ns h.iving a coHntcr.il 
hearing upon this p<iirit, toiiclung itio 
probability of Morgan's removal to- 
wards the’Ni.'igara rir^T. 

An aticsteci copy of the affidavit of 
one WUl'vm Terry, of Niagara, 1. ppr.r 
Canada, has been presented to your 
comniiltce; much as this deposition 
■nay be calculated to create the dread- 
ful belief that the life of Morgan was 
taken at Fort Niagara, the statements 
coil'. 'i.Qcd in it arc («io undefined tti 
their character, to warrant 3 our com- 
mittee in acting on them. 'I'he names 
oi'uii loformants aro'not given, jpiK^it 
would Mein by the a(Ijd.{vit,)|iiat his 
infornation iraa princi)ndly d<Tived 
from resMlenti of tlic province ol Ca- 


nada beyond the reach of our judicial 
autlinritics and of any power that our 
governineiit could create. 

Muidi animndversion has been had 
upon the sl.iternt'iils made hv said Ter- 
ry. and as some public journal have 
pronounco'l him iinworlhv oi bcli*>f. the 
cominiltf c fo(d it due t,i him, and in 
those who procured his tcslioiuuv, lo 
state that certificates have bi cn fur- 
nished on this subject which sat’.l'y 
them tint tite imputations c;At upon 
the clinr.'eter of l.iat genilein.in v. i ro 
unjust. Your eonuniilce lif.ve now 
jriven a rroncise reference to fhai 'virt 
of the test I non V pie'Cf'ied .1 ■ cy 

r'onsider of a nliui ac.ter miiH* oiIv ’c- 
finite to bi anijpon Ihi .I'b . .ci.-n- .iii- 
taini-d in tin- pci ii ion.' ii i- d-.o sl..ovrj 
to your comi' tiee. hv t'.e -ilii .:ivif of 
the wife of M igtWi, thiH she kn ws 
nothing of liis file iitaer I i.io wh.ti is 
known generali v. and that she h is not 
sei n him nor iseard in»m loin since tl,o. 
v.»i«Ul Mh ol *“■^•pIl:mller. 

'llu: comriiiitec aho present lo the 
hoiiH' niaiiv otii* r affidavits m rel.itioii 
to this su'ijccl , hut they itm of a de- 
scription v:i'4iic, oile.'i resting Uf-vifl 
•sligiit • iri.'iiinsf.ini.*i .md in so..:eca- 
'-cn oii’.i.ijf X'lMi).; even lt»e ii.iincn of 
lljuse sii‘|)f cl* : ; hi.ii. I»»»iv»>v*‘ninjdfa- 
s.'int may ne the iin; rc^slon' iiio;> hy 
tticm upon the rMio''s m vmir eonniut- 
tce, indjii naiiv. Moy ai*' n •! oi at iiu- 
rarter wli.th in Ihcr < pin.oo would 
jostil’ a siatro rnt oi tiieii contents ni 
d n:p»iit to fiilH h'MI'i-. 

Atici a full ( xaiDination of thi- »uh- 
J0..1, your ' iininiittef have fninid liicirt- 
.s€-!ve.H sii;i.*ii('iicd h) croharr.is^ioeiit 
upon every 'ide. 

They ji. ve erii.*r.iVoiired to devise a 
fnbuii.il "foi the Mivc (igation ot tiiis 
traasaeliori (vi,i« h r )Ii 1 m tiavo a juris- 
diction CO-1,, xlcnnivc uilli the M’ction 
of e^iuritry ihMogli utiicb this conspi- 
racy IS clidigiii to tiavc extended, 
which would p*»s-ets jinwer lo force ilio 
altcudanco oi wi;n» sm-s from every part 
of that (-.ountry. witlj right lo iinprir-on 
d.hose who sftoiiid refuse to answer ijiies- 
tioOs legally projioMCtl, whirl* w«*uH ;.«• 
curu Uie arrest an 1 dblunlivtii fur inal 
ol thiAe ag.tinst whom proof oould he 
tnado, aud yet which should out la- 
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(rinjifc upon tT)030 diartcrrd privilofft's 
t)r t lo evcrv citiwri the rirl»t 

of Inal In jury, Mfinonling- to the coui*so 
of ;h'.* common law, privi!ejf»'«»lo ^vliich 
a friM> people siioiiM eliti^ to tlic last 
, rorli of their pnlitirnl si e'y 

F'pon the i!ef|je^l n il- ction. your 
comrniflee apO> of opinion, tlial sm-h a 
ti'ihun.'il, wliili it homM he doiihiful m 
prineipl:.', :iml ilaiipferoiis in r>ri-r;e i. tif, 
couM not inateriallHa'M fo llif jumt-rs 
vcMeil ifl our exiMin:- courts. 

To arrest the nroifrc-s ol sueh 
ririfj crime, lo surron Jr r to the iiiinrcrl 
ami 'n-iilte-i l.nvs of oureonnin. iheir 
so waii'ion viol jtors ; to proler t our 
people in the enj sinenl “of l>rc. liber- 
ty, and the pnr.snil of Imopiness.’’ is 
the iluiy of evi r> cilv.en. and paili. ii 
l.irl) of those to uhoin are rlele-rafeil 
ihe'pnvrr of aciifij for ile.j tieneml 
Weal. Vet in rium^^ so, we. shmiM not 
foi'.’i;l, that wliile no aekimv; le«ljre no 
pnvjjejro-l onh'r.i in o ireomrnnnitv onr 
frer^h^Humiioils :ir(‘ sermreil erpMllv to 
ail. I.et tliosc i. 'io trample neon ih. ir 
eonnlr/.s lawv answer at the hir oi* 
that mmnlry for their oilener?: hnt ihe 
moral sense of tlio comrnnnify sli.mM 
in;t he wiMkened In coiii'ouiid:i):;' (bo 
innocent with the pruiltv. 

Aware that this tran.^.letioll has call- 
nl frirtli the ilcep ainJ nieritcl indi^jna 
lion of a pco|)le jr;aloin in the protec- 
tion of those liheities sodeariv hoodit, 
and that arc so firmly sriianh-d by (ho 
constitution and laiv.s of our couiitrv- 
:is sacred in the* hunihie riii/.eii as in 
tiiosc clothed with Hie hi.dic.st (lowers 
tint freemen c.an bestow, tour coi!^ 
inittec have anxiouslt endeavoured to 
reeouirneud i^iu h means as iii their 
view would ino'^l comincr' lo the arrest 
and cunvieti<>u of those who ha*\c lieen* 
actors in {.eerie \% liicli wc hope is and 
will reiiiaui iinparulleled in the history 
ol onr counlry. • 

’rins ri'port was aecnmpn Hir'd by re- 
solutions reeomiiundinp; a proclam.ition 
Ironi the j^orerurir, oireriiig a reward 
ol ^lOnofor the diseovciy of Mori^.in 
if alive, and (he like sum tifr his mur- 
derers if dead, to bn pairj iijHiii eiinvic- 
lion; and ueuififDiltee of im)uiry, Owi- 
"iMinjy III two senators and throe tflem- 
be« ot ihc bouse, lo visit the western 


eouniics. and to report the result of 
their irK(uiry to Ihc next leg^isiatii.e. 

Governor f linton, however, ollered 
a reward of for tl'C discovery of 
MorLmn if alive, and if inurdr-red g^OOO 
for the discovery of the olfcndcrs, and 
a free pardon to all Mccoinplices, wlio 
should make a full discovery. 

No discovery was made, and the 
excitement on aceonnt of this mys- 
terious abduction, in which tiic act- 
ors seemed to be only llie aifeuls of 
an extensive combination, continued 
to increase until it entered into the 
political contests of the day, and ina- 
Miiiie and anti- masonic parlies became 
as fiirniliar in the counties which had 
ticrii Ihc scone of this outraire, as flie 
Papal and Protestant parlies overwore 
ill Great Urituin and Ireland. 

-Diirinp this month, 
.Tiid the residue of the jear. the public 
mind in ih? city of Now-York was much 
excjicd hv I he lepal investifaf ions;:row- 
inir out of the failure of several oi the 
monied corporations in that eitv Seve- 
1 :l indictmenfs for ronspirnries were 
found, some of whieli were tried, and in 
two instances verdicts were remkwed, 
on w.hicli I lie persons eoj^cted were 
seiileiiced lo confincinenyin the peni* 
t iiiiary. The ii)dic(mrr|9 themselves, 
howev.T, were subsequently deler- 
in'iied lo be illegal by the court of 4lie 
last resort, and iho prisoners released 
before the expiration of the time men- 
tioned in (he seiUeiiee. As tlie principle 
involved in this decision, is of {i^reat iin- 
portaiu’e to the administretion of cri- 
justice in this countiy* and as 
the upini.in of the court stalin'^ the 
(troiinds of its doci.siou lias not yet been 
piibli.'-he j, the account of the origin, 
pr,)^re,«.s, aud termination of these in* 
leresling judicial proceedings is jh).sI- 
|H)iied to a subsequent volume. 

4M. — The convention of the dele- 
gates of llie p.irty opposed to llse cice- 
(ion of Mr. t Jiuton, assembled 
llerkiriifM', and nomin.ated William lb 
Rochesler, Ksq. for Governor, and 
NaViatM’l Pitelie^^ for I. ieuteuaitl Go- 
vernor ‘state. On III*’ fii^l bal- 
lot .Mr. Ilochester had lUJ voles— lUji 
cleleg;\tcs present. 
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CoMMEncE OP Lake Eiue— A>*k- 
RicAN aim. — Steam brig Superior, 
built at BiiHalo, 3 10 tons ; steamboat 
Henry Clay, Imiit at Itlack Kock, 
about nUO tons; steamboat Niagara# 
built at Black Rock, about 200 tons: 
steamboat Pion.-'i.r, built at Black 
Rock, about <50 tons; st’^arnboat 
Enterprise, built at CIpv* lan<l Oliio, 
about 200 tons: sto?niboat WiMiam 
Penn, built at Eric, Pcnii. about 200 
tons ; steamboat -wa. built at 

Buflfalo, about 100 tuns. Bcsi.li*. the>e 
seven steamboats, nearly 100 «'‘il ot* 
brigs aiiJ schooners navigate Lake 
Erie. 

The village of BufTalo container! in 
1820, 1200 inhabitants; in 182 >.2800 
inhabitants ; and the pnpulatiun is now 
estiinaterl at between 4 and 50no. Tlxe 
number of buildings erected this vear, 
(including tiiosc now building) is abniil 
200 . 

Octoljfr 25t/t. — Rorn k st nn. — The 
first number of a daily newspaper 
published here, made its appearaur e 
this day. Fifteen years sinerj the silo 
of this (own was a wihierness. 

JV«wwi6er.— -The election in this state 
comnienced on tlie first iVlontby of (be 
month, aU(P\M.'Otinuod three days. Tbo 
folldwing wi the vote for Coveroor 
and LieutenarA Governor : 

Clinton, 99,701 

«. RiK’bester, 96,073 
Huntington, 95,390 
Pitcher, 99,47 1 

Tlic number of votes at this election 
waa 5314 more than at the laal guber* 
natorial election in 1824. 

H«cem6er.— On the dlst of Detfcm- 
ber, 1826, the public^ebt of the city 
ofNew-Yurk was . 2858,58191 

Receipts during the year, P78.227 79 
Expenditures, , (38,219 77 

Balance nn band, 39,999 02 

A lot was sold Ihismonlh ia the bu'.i* 
ness part of that city at Jj50 per Krjuare 
foot. 

The deaths during the year 1826, iu 
the city of New- York, wi:re. 

Men, 1473 
IVomeii. lOtli 

Girls, 1 163 

47 :'.; 


January^ 1327. — The legislature 
met on the 2d inst. and Jdeut. Gov. 
TallinaJge took bis seat as President 
of the i*''‘f:ntc. 

Gon. r.oot was elected Speaker of 
the Himim', having received 7 1 votes ; 
Francis Granger 38, aud scattering 6. 

f'linfs — Uy IIk a-inu;ilre;> rto'-’ the 
Canal Commissioiua's it appe.ii.-'l that 
the rcc*‘ipt from Kic canals ilus year 
ainouute I fur lolU and 
pcnaltifs to * 82 

TIu* aijetinn (Julies were 2tK>.7.J7 (5 1 

S.ilt dutie s, . . 77,405 33 

Other M»i»rr-es appropriated 
to OiC disch.irgc of the 
rynnldiht, . 7,635 19 

i’liH r*'port sbowci] an increase of 
foils, over and above Ihc estimate i»i‘ 
the last r!*|i'')rt. of I I :*0, and exceed- 
ing the lolls of ijhl year by the sum of 

It also «1atcd l!;nt great progress 
bad been made towards perfecting the 
O ovegn Canal, wlm b it was c«;“mod 
would be open f*)r nangaiion in ilie. 
course of the cuMtiiig }car. The 
t ayiiga and Scncea ( ana) was al«o 
pirfially opf*ncd, :ind its conipltdion 
was aniicipatctl beforfj thernd of 1828. 

Butli these canals are. constructed 
from iho sui [dus receipts of llie canal 
liiod and promise jpccilily to aiiginuiit 
its protiuclivencvs. 

The (ot.il amoiiiil of (ho debt incur- 
red by the con-.tnjctiim of the various 
canals, ret remaining uodischarged, 
was 

Trio number of boats and rafis wbicb 
pv sed on the. I'.ne und ( hatiifdain 
t'anals at West Troy, with tin; num- 
ber of tons c»f pnnhicc and other arti- 
cles inward, and nterrrhandisr, fiirni- 
fere,4b'r;.situvrar>!, lor the year 1826 : — 
amouiilcrd to 13,980 

Whole number of tons inwarri, 2 12,. 163 
Do. do. do. oulu",ird, 32,201 
(Jontisting nfthe fulLwing urlirlrs: 

(inVt. 

Domestic spirits, . . 1,608,030 

J'Vft. 

.Boards, piafik,4;c. . . 41,603.007 

'ritnb'T, . . . 404,992 

Mbiiiglos, . . 9,000.000 

SlavoH, . . . 92, in. 112 

Uhh.. 

Oil, .... 1,08 


'fi/t.'il, 
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Jihh. IMJSS of 30 sloops of 100 Ions each, in 
Lime, .... 17,l6:i addition. Tho line of steam tow-boaUi 

Beer, 176 made lsJ7 passugfis to and from the city 

( idtT, .... l.dfiH of Nciv'-Y(»rk, and the valne of the 
Flour, . . • . 3R.>,;f:i5 property irtnspurtcd is sii;}{>used lo 

Provisions, . . • 44, 0,^7 have been jJl.OOO.tMjO. 

*, Salt, .... 3t 175 Si'hooh. — \!.o:«n.nual report of the 
^ Jr-uperiMon Jtti'. uf t'ommon ^jchnol8, 

Aihes, .... H»9 the follo^^ing I esuKs were given for the 

Vv’heat, . . • l,0ftl..>ft6 year : 

Coarse, grain, j . 4Ul,3‘i9 HIM wilmol districts, bring an in* 

Flaxscifcl, . . . ^.OJS't crease of 341 districts since the last 

IVas and beans, . . I7.9i6 return (vide la.st vol. 3J(r ^ Beturns 

Tons. Ctrl, were received from 7511 < 1 I'nese dis- 

Clovcr and grass seed, 76i 1« tricts, showing tliat in thojc districts 

Wool 120 10 there were 411, ‘250 children, benvcen 

Cjpsum, . . . 00 the ages of .5 and 15, and that 431,001 

Thick, . . . 1.7.59 00 children received instruction in tl^se 

{?lone, . . . 4,189 00 scliuols during the year. 

Clime, . . . 011 04 The sium of ^iC5. 065 h*.ss paid from 

Butter and lard, . . 1,12S 01 the school fund, of which jJJ’.o.OOO was 

Hops, .... l.Vl 11 paid from the state treasury, 04,244 rai* 

Fur and peltry, . . 143 04 sed a tax from the respective towns, 

Fuinilure. . . . 271 til and git, 721 derived from local funds 

.'**iyjdii!p, . . 579 03 po^v^sed by certain counties. Capital 

Lnenuin^rtled, 3,M 1 OJ of the generaUchool fund, g 1,3.53.477 

s. rcvenuefroni this fund in 1 lidy, ;,?C7 


Class, 

. 9,11.5 

7Ven.«/ry.— Tile b..h' nec 


( urds. 

ip the slate treasury. 

tVood, 

. 2U,193 

^iov, 3Uth, 1325, was g2?C.430 

OITWAKH 


The receipt during ihrtp • 


Tims. Ctrt. 

year ending Kov. 30/ 

MiTchandise, 

2{j,0iJ9 07 

1626, . . 1 2,023,35.5 

Furniture, 

98.5 00 

- 

riicnunicratcd, . 

.514 00 

g2,27ir785 

(.•ypsuui. 

423 08 

Payments during the 

Sand, clay and brick, . 

410 00 

same tunc, . . 1.905,773 

Slone, . 

205 00 




fVft. 

Leaving a balance, Nov. 

TiUmber, 


301b, n;2;J. of . . }5'166,0l2 

'J'unber, 

3,800 

of wfitch ^’101,766 belonged to specific 


Bush. 

funds, making a«bi>h.ince of S 264,240 

Giain, 

2.3.11 

applicable to l!ic ordinary expensscs of 


*Bf}h, * 

the goveriinirnt. 

fume, 

m 

The estimated rtvennr of 

Salt, 

, 9.234 

the year was . . -Cir.hTMl 


'J’lio navigation of the canals The estimated expenses ef 

inenced this year about the ’20lh of the year was . ‘2r0.h0f> 

April, and ended the 1 Mh of December. Deficit of (he ordinal y r^'- 
Tr.ov, N. Y. — The trade of this venue lo meet the eiiii- 
tbrifty and beautiful city, during the nary expenses, as e.Mi- 
last MCBsoii, gave full employment to. mated, . ^ di 

nglily sioups and schooners, mcasur* TA^mount of salt inanuhw lurcd af 
ing, on ail average, more than 75 ton.s Salina Xbring the year 1626, was 
oacli, be.sidc>s (owboali and tither lilfi .053 bushel*, 
tiansport boats, performiug (ho bnsi- The total expenses of (be State 
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Prison in tlie city of New- York, for 
the year ending October SIst. 1836. 
were .... 

The net proceeds of the fac- 
tories, . . . 24,851 

Leaving to be paid from tlie 
state treasury, . §3,371 

The number of prisoners per 
last annual report, was 496 
Number received since, 106 

— 602 

Discharged by pardon. 1 12 
Transfcrre.1 to Sinsr. 1 10 
Discharged by expiration of 
sentence, ... 53 

Died 36 

Renaioing, Dec. 3 1 , 1 826, 381 

— 6.92 

Pbfiwiflry.— -Mr. Van Buren was 
elected Senator of the United ^t.ite.s 
without opposition, lu the nou.«e of 
Representatives the vote stood. Van 
Buren 82, scattering 31. 

The following cummuniention was 
addressed by him to the Legislature, 
upon receiving an account of lii.s ru- 

clectioD : 

Waghinstnn, Fch. 1,3, 1827. 
SmM hgve received the resudution 
of the Senatesf^ppoioting me a senator 
to represent tl o State in the Senate of 
the Congress ol the United States, after 
the third of March next, and have to 
ask jiiennission to communicate to the 
Senate, through you, my acceptance of 
the office. 

Belying on the indulgence of the 
Senate, and in justice to ray own feel- 
ings, I avail myself of Uie opportunity 
thus presented, to say, lliat having con 
aidered my first appoititment as an evi- 
dei^ of conhdeocc and liberality to 
which my public services could have 
given me no pretension, I cannot but 
Kgard my re-appoiolmciit under exist- 
ing circumstances, and with such gra- 
tifying unanimity, as an act of favour 
demanding the expression of my ut- 
most gratitude, i do assure the Senate 
(bat I am deeply sensible of the honour 
which has been con/erred upon me; 
and to ja.«tify their confidences JKhbll 
be my constant and zealous eii^avour 
to pn»tect the remaining rights reserved 
to the butci by the Federal Constitu- 


tion; to restore those of which they 
have been divested by const ruction, 
and to promote the interests and ho- 
nour of our common country. 

With great respect, 

vour obedient servant, 

M VAN BUREN. 

Tht Ilm. Niilhaniei PUcher^ 
President of the Senate 
of the. State of New York. 

A hill was introduced into the Se- 
nate. aiithun/.ing provisions to be con- 
trihiited on the )>art of the State, to the 
sulfering CreeKs. It there passed; 
but u})on its coming before the House, 
it was rejected, 67 to 10. 

Jiprit . — A .law which passed both 
Houses of the Legislature, prohibiting 
the sale of tickets in the lotteries not 
authorized hv the state, and compelling 
venders to take on! licenses, was re- 
ferred to the IjCgislalure hv Governor 
Llinton, with his i»hj« rlions to its be- 
coming a law. 'rin'-e wert* .O.’i'JJSfhd 
on the rirrMiiU'^tanef s undfr^ lorh tl'«; 
state loll» ries w ere |.l-»eed, which 

siinwcd llial the manager?! itad 

made acoMir*rl with the state, aiid 
t^at hy I'revcuting them or iheiragcnts 
from vellifig vyithonl a lirensc, the r fate 
would violate that r.ontrae.t. and inter- 
fere with the vesti d right*' of the m.ma- 
gers. Tfiese ohjecjioiis prevailed, 
and the bill did not hero iic a law. 

S>htrp,^^\ dc-trur(ive malady ap- 
pearctl among the sheep in the town 
of Waterville. N. V. : hundreds dieil off 
very st»aiigely ; consiilerahle pain*- were 
taireu to ascerluin the cauM*. winch 
terminated very satisfactorily. A kind 
of grub worm was diwovered in the 
head, a liUlc above the eye. The 
largest rfas ahout three fourths of an 
inch long, and as large as a pipt; ntom, 
and many others were found in the 
tame shcepVi head, some hut little 
smaller, and others quite small. They 
were alive after the sheep was dead. 
Tliey were put in spirits of turpentine, 
bill this did not kill them. 

• Ilcmtd S(htulf».^The Legislature nf 
this state adjourjied on the I7tli nisi, to 
meet again on the second Tuesday of 
September, at a special session, to lie 
devoted toao examiuatiuo of thu rovi^ d 
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«oJeof hws now in pro£;reBS, of which 
some detsiicd account is neccssarj. 

To a full understanding of this plan, 
a retrospective view of the history of 
the statute law in this state is essential. 

Soon after the peace, which esta* 
hlishcd the independence of the colo- 
nies. the 8tate*of New-York appoinM 
Samuel Jones and IticharrI Varirk. to 
collet the colonial and British statutes, 
reduce ^leni intopi^per form, and pre- 
pare thorn for re-eoactmont. Those 
gentlcmcD performed the task with 
threat assiduity and care, and with a 
caution suited to the times and the 
occasion. Upon their report, all Bri- 
tisli statutes were repealed ; but many 
of them were so interwoven with the 
lAstem of law. that it became necessary 
to retain their substance. 1 his w*a3 
accomplished by selecting such as wore 
adapted to our institution.^i. (‘opring 
tliem almost literally, and ri'cnucting 
Ihotn as onpiiKil statutes. Sometimes 
<lifl(M‘ont‘'^itjti>|» siaiuies, on tlic same 
subject, w*To driiwn together, with 
very slight allemtions orthcir language, 
and were enacted as one statute, with- 
out an effort to expunge what was ob- 
suletc, or to reconcile conflicting pro- 
visions. This, liowcver, i.s not a cause 
of censure. iMany and grout rhangtes 
were necessarily ni.^de by the revolu- 
tion and the organir.ntion of an indo- 
p( mu ni government. Tinie was not 
aff'ided for a careful examination of 
.'ill ihe laws relating to | roperty. nor 
w. “i ihe nn asidu jiroj ilious k» a^j^for- 
inaliim of those laws. InciinsequeDka. 
n<’.tiiy annent sta'ules were inserted 
in (iioir original Krigli»h language, or 
in Ilk r.il translations from the french 
or 1. a I 111 in which they were tuacied.* 
No effort appe,»rs to have lieen made 
towar.h any scientific arrangement of 
the staiuies rejwrlcd. The revision of 
Ml ‘isrs. Jones and Varirk was comple- 
te:’ and published in 1780. Prom that 
time to Ihun, numerous acts bad been 
pa'st 4 by thi: state Legislature, and the 
gciUMal const I tut Hill had. ii\ the mean 
w '.Ic, belli adopted. A new revision 
beciiinc nercssar). ,'iiid James Kent 
and Jacob Badidiff were selected 
the task. TIu’i followinl the plan of 
fbtf prior revision ; retained the uncient 
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English acts, generally, as they found 
them; collected the general laws that 
had been passed in the mean time ; and 
mrdified the existing statutes accord- 
ing to the alterations that had been 
m^c, from tim^ to time, in the Legis- 
lature. In 1813 a new revision was 
completed by John Woodworth and 
William P. Van Ness, w[io had been 
appointed for that purpose. This did 
not profess to be more than a collection 
of general laws, with such modifications 
as they had received from legislative 
acts 

From this period until 1 635. the laws 
multiplied at each session. New inte- 
rests and relations arose. The st^to 
doubled its population. Nearly one 
half of ks territory was reclaimed from 
forests, and changed into cultivated 
fields and populous villages. A caoal 
uniting the great western seas with the 
Atlantic wa.s constructed ; new sources 
(if industry were opened, and enterprise 
tii-covered new fields for it.s opentiona. 

InttTOal trade extended beyond calcu- 
lation and the character of the greater 
part of the whole {xipulation was v.iried. 
Laws became necessary as these new 
interests and rclalionsYdfose. Jhe 
adoption of a new stativ constitution, 
changed radically nrarl| all (bo exist- 
ing laws relating to tiie administratina 
of the government. Wliile the multi- 
plicity of the statutes rendered a revi- 
sion more necessary than ever, it was 
obvious that it could no lor^ger be con- 
ducted on the old plan M>ist of the 
old statutes had bcioine abi»ulutely ia- 
applifable to the new -(ate of tl ingt; 
others required t\(c mosi extensive d- 
teration.>i; new ca.'.es h.ad ari.^m for 
which adequate provt^ion had nut l»eea 
made: t!ie (einporari expidiciits wera 
not calculated for ucrmanenl provi- 
sions ; iiutenigeiieoUM and contradictory 
statutes were to be ni'iiucilcd. anil 
from a mass of more than pages 
were to be extriutcd a set of laws 
adapted lothe wants. aiiJ coTre']H>nd- 
^ci;t to ilm inteUfgeuci. . f i!.i .igc.— 
* The^gislature oft api simU'd John 
I)u8r, u^jaitfin F. Bulb r ..uti llcury 
Wlieatoif, to collect, river, iinund, 
and cidliitc the stafiid*. u.:i. :i>c most 
aii’plo powers to pr'ip*"!* :v.\\ modiuca 



464 


kSWAL REGISTER. 1826-7. 


(ions, alterations, or aiMitions, that 
siiouid appear to tiicm proper. This 
lair was passed upon a representation 
of (he two first named grcntlemen, (who 
had been appoiutod in tiie previous 
month of Nurember to revise the sta- 
tutes,) accompanit'd by a plan of the 
propo^ work, and a specimen of its 
execution. ^ 

Tlie first public account of their prfj- 
jrress is a report made on the lotli 
of IVlarch, IflSG, in pursuance of a reso- 
lution of the liouse of Assmn'dy. In 
this report tliey state the proiKJsed 
arran^yement and classification of the 
stalutos into five parts, as folluirs ; 

,1. Those which relate to the territo- 
ries, the political divisions, the civil 
]K>iitr, and theiotenial adinirivitraiion 
of the state 

2. Those which relate to the acqui- 
sition, the enjoyment, and the Iransiins- 
sioa of property real and personal : to 
tlio domestic relations ; and ^cnmaliy 
to all matters couucctcd wiUi private 
rights. 

* 3- Those which relate to the jndi- 
daty establishments, and the mode of 
procedure^ in civil cases 

4* Tliosfyhich relate to crimes and 
pnnishmentstto the mode of procedure 
in criminui crises, and to prison disci- 
pline. 

• 5. Public cases of a local and miscel- 
laneous character ; including the laws 
concotliing tiie cities, and such otlier 
acts of incorporation as shall be deem- 
ed necessary. 

This comprehensive arrangement oh- 
musly required the entire breakftig up 
of the existing statutes: the distribution 
of (heir ilisic’vcre.l members to their 
proper places, and such changes in 
their phi aHoolocry as would adapt them 
to their respective situations and fune- 
lions. In Iho winter of the first 
ciglil chapters of the first part, with 
the tenth, (lie nirietccrith, and a part of 
the ninth, were printed, and laid before 
Ihc rjCgi<^^hituio It was abpn found 
that the cx.-nriination of the proposed, 
revision bv the rnefitbers of tb^i^gis- 
listure, during the sessitm, ya in the. 
midst of the prcr.mrR of ordinary 
hfisiijf'*^". w'is wholly impiactlcu- 
M, . due of l!iC (.Irjp'.crv pii’p.ircd 


only was acted upon. That was passed 
by the Senate. A special meeting of 
lite Legislature was directed to be held 
in the month of September, for the sole 
and exclusive purpose of considering 
the reports of the revison. In the 
course of this winter, Mr. Wheaton 
was appointed by the 6ovcrnmcnt of 
the United States, Charge des Atiairc:} 
at (.'openhagen, and resigned his ap- 
P'lintment. On the recommciiilation of 
the remaining commissioners, Gov. 
('linton appointed John C. Spencer, 
a member of the Senate, to supply th*' 
place of Mr. Wheaton. Having tims, 
in the order of events, introduced the 
natne of Mr< Clinton, as connected 

with tliis revision, it is but an act of 
jiistif c to state that in his oOtcial coni - 
inunindtiuus to the Legislature, for 
years previously to the act of 1823, h.- 
had .strenuotisly urged various impor- 
tant refunns in the laws of the state : 
and that these recommit liiijujutw 
pared the |,uhlin mind, aud* in a grral 
measure le i lo the great work of which 
we are now giving an account. It con- 
stantly received his cordial approbation 
and vigorous ro.o[>eratioD, so far as his* 
station afllicded t!ie means. 

Mr. .Spencer entered on the duties of 
hi.s appointment the last of April, 1827 •, 
the Lcgislaturi? assembled on t!ic llth 
of September in that year, and conti- 
nued in H(*ssi(in until the GtU of Idr-i em 
her, devoting their time and unah.ited 
attention to the cimsideration of the 
reporis of the reviaoiN. The remain- 
ir4‘*chaplers of the first part, with a 
repiiblicalion of the fiflli chapter, of 
that part much enlarged and improved, 
togctl.**r niih all liic chapters of the 
•sccoihJ part, esccpl il.o first, were I-aid 
before the Legit-lUmc, and enacted as 
laws. Tlie titles of those chapters .in: 
here given, as the only, although im- 
perfect means of arriving at a hnow- 
leJge of the plan of the work, and of the 
labour of its esfcotion. 

The first part consi-sls of twenty 
chapters. . The first is entitled, of tho 
boundarieR of tho state, aud its terri- 
torial juri.sdi(!tion i the second, of the 
civil divisions of the state, and contains 
the buundaries of each county, city, 
aud town in the slate. Tiic thirJ, ut 
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Oie oL'iiiitis ur enumeration of the in* 
liabitanls of tlie state. Tlie fourth, of 
the n;;li(.s of the citizens and inhab- 
itant t of titis state. The fifth, of the 
Iiuhlicutfiorrs of this state, other than 
iniliiia mid town uffioers : (heir election 
'•r ii|)pointmcnt, their qualifications and 
■ the terms of their oflices. The sixth, 
of elections, (Ahor than for militia and 
!own officers. The seventh, of the 
l\*e^nslature. The eighth, the duties of 
(he executive officers of the state, &c. 
'i'he niiilh, of the funds, revenue, 
expenditures and property of the state, 
:oid the administration thereof. The 
Miles of this chapter arc given frrmithe 
belief that they will be interesting, to 
.'lit classes of readers: title 1. of the: 
general fund, and the cxpcrulitures 
(hargeablo thereon; iiUt 2. of the 
Manai fund, and the admini-st ration 
thereof ; titU- 3. of the literature fund ; 
title 4. of the common scliool fund ; 
liUe 0 , of tlic public lands and the 
.tup^:rintendance and disposition there- 
of; title C- of mortgages to the people 
of this state, and tlie freemen thereof; 
title 7. of the public buildings and 
erections; title ti. of the state library ; 
title !). of the canals, consisting of nine 
artii:le.s; lille 10. of the salt springs; 
title 1 1 of the interest of the state in 
mines; title VJ. of escheats; title \ 3. 
of the recovery of forfeited estates. 
The tenlli (diapter is of tlie militia and 
(he public defence : the eleventh, of 
tim powers, duties, and privileges of 
towns; the twelfth, of (he powers, 
duties, and privileges of counties, and 
of certain county officers ; th^^y^• 
tocuth, of the assessment and coilcc- 
tion of taxes ; the fourteenth, of the 
public health ; the fifteenth of public 
instruction ; the sixteenth, of hij^h way s^ 
bridges and fences : the seventeenth, 
of the regulation of trade in certain 
cases, including the auction and inspec- 
tion laws : the eiglitecnth, of iocor|»o* 
rations ; the nineteenth, of the com- 
putation of time, of weights and mea* 
surcs, and the money of account ; and 
the twentieth, of the internal police of 
the slate, consisting of fwenty-one 
titles, embracing the most interesting 
provisions r* spectiug internal ccot^y. 

Thn scrood imrt consists of eight 
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chapters. The iiiM, reiating to the 
tenure of real estates, the nature of 
estates, and the persons capable of 
conveying, was not prepared during 
the Iasi year. The second chapter k, 
uf title to real property by descent ; 
the third, of the fuuof and recording 
of convc\anct;s-of real estate, and the 
cancelling of mortgages ; the fourtli, 
of title to personal property in certain 
cases, consisting of three titles : title 1 • 
of liiiiUed partnerships; title 2. of 
prornissury notes and bills of exchange ; 
liflt; 3. uf the interest of money. The 
filth chapter, of title to property real 
and personal, trausmlUed or acquired 
by special provisions oi' law, treats of 
proceedings against absent, abscon- 
ding, concealed, imprisoned, and tin- 
solvent debtors, and uf proceedings by 
iriHolveht debtors for a discharge from 
their debts, or for an exoneration of 
their [lersons from arrest ; and of the 
custuiJy and dis^Misition of the estates 
of idiots, lunatics, and drunkards The 
sixth chapter is, of wills and testaments, 
of the distribution of the estates of 
intestates, and of the rights, poweriy 
and duties of executors and adminis- 
trators. This chapter is in itself a 
complete code of the law, an (bft sub- 
ject. The. seventh cRiapter iSf of 
fraudulent conveyances and contracta 
relative to real and persdnal property ; 
the eighth, of the domestic relations, 
and has four titles : dUe 1. of husSanll 
and wife, inclnding the solemoitetioD 
of marriage, and the p^f thereof, 
divorces and separations; title of 
parents and children ; title 3. of gaaiv 
dian^ and wards ; title 4. of maitex;^ 
apprentices, and somnts. 

The remamtdg third and fourth 
parts are expectM to be completed 
during the year 1828. 

A severe critic of the titles of 
the diSerent chapters of the first and 
second parts, above given, might infer 
that they comprised a codification of the 
whole law written, as well as unwrit- 
ten, on the sulnect of which they treat. 
Notliiog could be more erroneous — 
Tbeacootain aerification of the sto- 
f ufto ori Um^subjects, and of the con. 
structiodi* which have from time to time 
been given to them bv the dec^ipas of 
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<hortiurl*!, iit-Ti'.'M' u iMi mm h omrn.la- 
; ions »s 1 hose dcfiMons ami prael i<*al ex- 
porienee have The revisers, 

throncjhoul, ha\«' n !ie;l upon the vig-- 
orons and elasl '.n orineiples of common 
linv, to give eiTt'ct to Oieir provisions. 
It. is chiefly ul.en Iho rominon bw 
mpiirwl adiplafirn to the existififir 
state of society, and to liie nenv inter- 
esis nliich !iavr ari' en, that any alte- 
ration in its principles lias hcon pro- 
poBcd. 

The work is rnnv in siiecis^ful prii- 
;vre*s. When co'oplefed, it will fiirnhh 
the lirst instance in ivhicli thestatiitt sof 
any comilrv cnj»M injj the eornmoti bivs 
of FJiijybtni, have been arran^jed an I 
o'.cthndized am ordini; to any seicnlific 
•v^itcm. It is also tiio first instance, 
in whicli an effort has been made? to 
'ont'crt the Icchniesil, foinpliealoil. 
involved, and antiquated phrasoolot'y 
of the statutes, into the neat, 
and perspicuous laniyiiawe, winch is 
adopteil in every otlier department of 
modern science. 

It appears, lhaf since 
1797, the sum of gllih'O? 91 
has been expended m improv.ng 
the iiavig'|dinn of the Hudson, chitf- 
ly Jictween'i^rroy and Albany, only 
‘l.’i.oGO Ifl liavin? been paid for 
works pcrforrjjcd bclov/ the latter; of 
the whole, no more than has 

been paid out of the state treasury— 
'he balance was raised by private sub- 
scriptions, local lotteries, &c. 

Tlif?re is a villajjc in Kssex county, 
situate on the river Au SaMc, which 
empties into Lake <'hampbin, called 
Kcrhville, rejfuhiily laid out,‘wi!h 
!‘;rnc cotton factun%.s, iron works and 
other mills, and a population excetiNJirii^ 
hr,0 souls! Five years ago there was 
no suMkmnut at this Uun wild spot. 
'I’lic iron mines are peculiarly vnhiable. 

..V«y.— IJy flic annual report of the 
( nion .Sunday .^chool .Socioty of this 
cil), il appear', that there arc til schools, 
111 which lh<"re are 

Male scholars, 471 ■> 

Female do, 2081 . 

Male teachcfi, 7 * 

Female do * 

Libraries Ct, containing t;.;oo vo- 


,/«/»/. — The sinie rnnvnitioM ui wno; 
growers ami manufacturers, represent- 
ing nearly all the counties of the state, 
assemhled at Albany ll is innnih, and 
appointed Jesse Hurl, F.s«i. Fn -hlent. 
an.I lldw'ard II Pendleton, Ksq. and 
David D Kvans.Ksq. Sccrrtaiie.s. 

The following gi’ntlerncn, logellmr 
with the chairman and .secretary--, 
tvere appoinletl delegates to altcml the 
national convention, to he litdd at Har- 
risburg on the doth of July, vj/.; — 

F.leazer l^ord. Peter S!i.4rpe,-»nd F. - 
firighain Ijaw-rencc, of the first [sena- 
torial | district. 

James TallmaJge, Hobert Denniston. 
and Abraliam II. Schcnck, of the s' - 
cond district- 

Jacob K. Van Renssidaer, Samuel 
M. Hopkins, and George Tibbils, oi 
the thinl distriet. 

Samuel Yoniig, David Rus.scl, and 
liichanl Jveese, of the fourth iljstrict. 

Lhcnrz'’r II. Sherman, John II. 
Yai« s and John Urouii, of the fifl'L 
district. 

Alvan Stew.avt, Peter Smith, and 
George M ( lnn‘, ot ixth district 
. Vicfoiy Ihnlsejc. Dims T. Throop. 
and Francis (I’niii;' r, of the seventh 

disliMci. ^ 

Khsha ll. Strong. IMdiip r.'hiirch,.an> 
Gyreniusi hapm. of the eighth district 

And resolutions were passed in la 
voiir of increasing the duti«s on im 
purtc«l woedicns, and requesting fl.- 
attention of the general convention to 
wards pig aiul liar iron. 

i«2(i] Ni:w.ji:iisi:v. 

onr bisloiyof :Nevv-Y»)»k :i fnl 
detail will he foimil of the iliMi ieure 
which h.ive for many years exisi.-, 
between that .statu and i\cw-Jcrsuv' 
Telalivifto the boundary of the tm 

stales. It will, ilo.i'-nuu, Im* unneec^ 

sary larecapiinliiie the pioi eedings o 
the tivo governments upon this inie 
rc.sriiig topic. 

Odobtr . — The elections fur imio 
berx of congrtss tfuminaied in tie- le 
election of .Messrs. iM.alcomhe, (‘on 
died, SwaA, and Tucker. |s.4ac. Pier 
son and Hedge Thompson, who wcu 
frieij^rily to the adminbtration, took th 
placc.s ( f (‘asstdy and G.in’ 
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i-i. 'i’lii; cle«;liw» was very wariiily 
>. iiiitefied. 

iv.iac 11. WiiiiaiHson was re-elected 
of Mew-Jeisey, by ibe Le- 
wiiliudi o|)|>osiiioii. 

• J\nvtmbtr. rdijab iiattMiiaii was 
♦.Iccled it ol'ilu- Uiiiled iSuiles 

ioi six yeai.s I'lOdi the nil of 

111 li»e pl.ice of 31 i. M' {Gallic, 
iU‘t;f:i.seii. Ill* wa^ wjiiK'sfti l»y T. 
rifliDLLlRiysCii, wliij ii.ociteii r.ii'iiit- 

voles; ilif ".inie tiuiiibci lo 
Ml. tlaieiiian, besidt-s iiis own. 

Muc.li exciiiMiieiii w.is creitled 
by the f.ict tint Mi. lialeinaii,. a 
iiieiiibei of the lej'islaline, voted loi 
biinself. 

xV eoir(is{i(iiK]encit wai subiiiitted to 
tlie lej;is!aline, by (iovcnioi W iiii.iia- 
Miii, which hail taken place belweeii 
Inin and tlie exeeuuve of .New-Ymk, 
ii'ljtivu to the sei/Aue of the iSew- 
\ tick sheriff for a violation of the 
|•.‘ll'ilol'y of New ‘.Ifisey. The tor- 
ieSj»omjem.i: wiCHof :i i oiiciliaiory na- 
inie. 

A tribute of le^pect wa> temlcre*! lo 
tliidi^e Wiliiani on iu> letne- 

iiieiii fioin ilie lit'iich of toe supienic 
court of the state. \ l.in>e meeting 
of tiie iiieinbers of tiie b.ir asseinbieJ 
:>t Trenton, and M;;ii«!d the totlowiii;r 
]*‘tler, 111 leplv to Ju.l^e K. on his 
liiiitlin;; the hencii : 

‘•Sir: the numbers of the New- 
.leiseybai h.iviii;; leceived from you. 
this inoinni:;, tlie niteili;:,eiu e tbiij^uu 
.ire about to retire from the beii«m.,f 
the Mi|nenie court, eaiinot, in jnsiice 
lo ilit'ir le.eliiie'*, wiililioM llic exinrs- 
sion of liii'ir regret that the relation, 
whieh for twemy-iwo \ears If.is sub* 
sisUmI, is aboiil to be dissolved. We 
reeord, liononietl sir, with tcratefiil le- 
cullcciion. tlic urbanilv, iinpaittiiltty, 
and kindness, whieli, during all that 
time, we have expeiitmctid from you 
in voni judicial and private inlet - 
course wiiii ns. WV cordially roeipro- 
< ate yoiir j;ond wishes, aniP trust that 
tlie same btmi|i;nnni IVovirlcnce who 
bits thus f.tr bleksfd you, will coii)iiuie 
Ins watchful {guidance and care, aud 
' ritwn ih« evenim:; of vour useful 


life wiili ii.iiMj.ohiiy .i.-id peace.*' 
The sloop beboraii, ol llie port ol 
llrid^elown, winch v. as dL'>|>:ilclied by 
the New-Jeisey Di.-iaivuie Oyster 
i'oinpanvtfoi the pm pose of revtivin^' 
tiie siiiii ii (|uit(;U tiy liu in fur all oys- 
ti:is ;;iJll.fKd by kMei;;iii.is for a fo- 
iei;;n lii.tiU-i, a;:ieeaidv to ilunr iio- 
tii.e i.sMicd on llic s:iitli uf Oeiubei, 
wiiib* .it uiicliui in liif stcond p.-auii ui 
Iku k cie<;.^, on the Idtli. at inam, w:ts 
boat licit bv .1 omnber of armed nu n, 
fioiii the l^ennsylvaiiia oyster Vf-sek, 
wiiieii lay in ,tii:it iiaiboiir. .She 
was lui.bed of Iter rig^iii;', wood, 
uatei-cuSivs, and then set on tiie 
and totally conMinicd. I'loin the les 
tiinoiiy given, it was supposed to iiave 
been tli*e intention of tile paity to have 

Miuidetiil (incur the ciewol ilip l)e- 
b.it.ih. In an ucuount of this affair we 
find the foiiowing slatetiieiii of the 
l.iwUss cmuiuct of peissuis fciij;at;eU 
ill tl*e ov'ler lisbery. "Tiieie are. 
gciu‘i.iliy, at least one IniiKircd oyster 
vu.-scU on Use New-Jmsey oyster bwjs 
in tins c.ouniy. Tbtv aie now orga- 
iiuie liieir si^tii.iis, nni.si^', L,i:. 
and an ay tiieinseives iii|^bif> in line ul 
battle, III two divi«.i(>o.s, llne:iien*ile- 
sliiiction to tlic villages pdjnceiittu tile 
slioie,piuiKlir w hen it Suits ibern, and 
bid defuiii-.c to ( ivil anibority. • Ni.* 
civil process ftoni this state or ilu! 
Uiiilt d Suites, can leach them wiihuiii 
the support of an armed vessel." 

A Ill'll . — The grand jury of 
Solem ooniity pioenicd as a nuisance 
iIk* )!iuctii-e of triatiuf^. or giving spi- 
ritous Iiijiiois Ilk voters, at election^, 
for the purpose of obtaining their 
votes. 

native of Scotland, aged 
lot years, came lo Paterson, from 
Nfiw-York, on fool, a diMance of six 
leeii mile.s. to obtain cinploynicnl. 

July.— The Franklin bank of New 
Jersey stopped payment, (rieat dis- 
eouttiiU was expressed by the nunie 
rouR indivtdiials^who applied at the 
bati^to ^obgiiii tnoney f«u its paper. 
Tiiefai^ire was cun.sideied a very b.id 
one, mid the lmsitie.ss to have been 
carelessly and iinproperlv in.uuigeil. 
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9S neither specie nor other funds, ac> 
ceptable to the holders of its notes, 
could be obtained. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
littaiiRAL Improvement.— In the 
last volume of the Register, some 
allusion was made to liie spirit of 
improvement inaiiifested by tiie le- 
gislature of this state, and some ac- 
count was given of the progress which 
had been made in the inagnificent 
plan of internal navigation, underta- 
ken by tlie local authorities. More 
than a passing notice, however, is due 
to a system so splendid in its projec- 
tion, and which promises such momen- 
tous results ; and we now proceed to 
give an account of the commencemetft 
and progress of internal improvement 
in a state, which has by some been de- 
nominated the key-stone of the union. 

The internal improvement of liic 
Mate of Pennsylvania wns commen- 
ced at an early period of its existence. 
As early as 1780, commissioneis were 
appoibted to survey and examine cer- 
tain rivers; bat the events which soon 
after 'occurred in Europe, interrupt- 
ed * the designs already conceived, 
and gave a, di/Terent direction to 
the capita!, \v the employment of 
which the/ might have been consum- 
mated. Except, therefore, in the 
Gonstrnctioa of turnpike roads, the 
measures for the internal improve- * 
inent of the state were laid aside ; but 
there remained enough traces of the 
spirit, to show that it was not e^jiincf. 
It is in these opportunities of cominii- 
nication that Pennsylvania is pre-emi- 
nent ; in these, the solidly beneficial, 
in opposition to the more glaring, 
though certainly ndt less serviceable 
means of other stales. It is oiir in- 
tention, before entering upon the sub- 
ject of canals, tn show, briefly, what 
has been done in this respect. 

By a report, which may sbrve as a 
model, for the admirable concoction, 
of its matter, and tl^hich was to 
the senate of that state In ap- 

pears that, from the year 1701 to the 
year 1891, there had been incorpora- 
ted about one hundred and fifiy mad 
coinnanies. cith'-r ^cnJ'rr.lly »*r tipf»n 


particular conditions. To tlieso the 
Slim of $6,401,474 had been siiiiscri- 
bed, of which $4,108,347 were indivi- 
dual, and the rest state siihNcripiion. 
The roads were deigned to cover an 
extent of 9091 miles, of which about 
1807 had been completed— 1950 of the 
iniinbcr mnniiig through solid stone. 

The bridges of Pennsylvania had 
cost, to the same year, $9,05J,70!>, of 
which $l,6£9,90O were from indivi 
duals, and the balance from the slate. 
They were, in ntimher, cxcliidinL' 
those erected by authority given to in- 
dividuals, about fifty. And the amount 
of money expended upon canal and 
lock navig.'itiun, for whirh companies, 
to the number of ten, had been incor- 
porated, was, by individual siihsciip- 
tiun, $1,416,600, by state, $130,000, 
so that the whole appropriation to the 
cause of internal improvement in 
Pennsylvania, was, within iweiny 
years, $10,366,779. No rt port of ihi' 
nature having been since made, wo 
have no means of correctly nsccrlain- 
ing the numlier of companies ificor|) 0 - 
rated subsequently, not the pecuniary 
aid bestowed upon them by state or 
individual subscription. i\'e h'lvc 
reason to think, however, that the 
amount may be computed at about 
two millions. 

We now proceed to give a tnnri'f 
Iihstory of the n-ali/iition of tin: 
sclieine.s for w ater rouununic.ition, a'^ 
f^A they were favoured and matured 
in the legislature of Ponns>lvaiua. 

So parly as the year I7t;9, atlcnlioii 
was drawn to the rondirion of the iia- 
« vigatiq^ of many of oiir rivers, and 
individuals were, as we have said 
almyo, commissioned to survey and 
make report of them to the govern - 
of ,And council. They examiiu'd 
the Delaware, Srhu}lkili, Susipiehan- 
na, Juniata, and Mime others, and 
made their repot I in 179U. Our li 
niitsdonet permit us to make a sum 
mary of the priiicip.il matters in tiiesi* 
papers, nor wbiild it he of srrvire, rx- 
ce|A as a matter of curiosity. They 
estimated the exjienses, and reroin- 
ineiiflfd certain plans, whuh they 
rluMiglit ni-e«’sjiary or proper, hot no 
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beneiit ever resulted from them. 
CanaNinaking was not yet sufficient- 
ly familiar And in the then thinly 
sciiled state of the country, nuuid 
have heeo attended by less advantages 
than the tuinpike roads. 

In the yeai*1798 was incorporated 
a ooinpany ibr opening a canal from 
Philadelphia to Morristown, a distance 
of about sixteen niHes ; and in 1792. 
another* for (he construction of a wa- 
ter coinniunication, partly by canals, 
and partly by creeks, from Reading to 
Middletown, on tlie Susquehanna, a 
distance of abotit seventy'Six miles. 
The capital of each was |$400,000. 
The schemes were both examined, and 

pronounced practicable, by Mr. Wes- 
ten, an accomplished surveyor. The 
cost of the first he esiitnaicd at 
$400,000, of the second at 
The setretary of the navy, hoMcwr, 
itr his report, dilTcred fiuin >lr AV* "- 
ten, and made (he cost 'jf the (il•>t 
amount to In 1704, »hi* 

snrn^ expenrli'd 0*1 tin' lir'-i i.iuomitei! 
to $220,00(1 ; iiiiil at that liiiM not tnoie 
tlian one thitd of n Uii> (.'oinpieted. 
As its funds were expended, ami no 
more rrnild he piocuud, no further 
progress was made. 

In relation to the other, the lesull 
was still inortMinfoi lunate. In 1790 
it was so near eonipleiion, that in two 
weeks ir ini'jlii have heeii in use. 
There had lion anihnri/.ed in its fa- 
vour iuolo(ieiis.s, from the lir<^awii 
of which was rc.iiized the sum of 
$rm,noo, Imt owin^ to ill cmidnet on 
the pait of the. prisons intMislid with 
the irMiiagement of the MjL'ond, ^ts 
prizes were not paid; and by thc'se 
means tiie i'oin))aiiy lust the funds 
necessary for its ]n]i poses. The prin- 
cipal difficulties had been allVady 
overcome ; (he heavy digging of (he 
t^niniHit iev(d, the towing paths and 
locks were nil very nearly finished. 
The company was by, this disaster 
thrown hack ; a considerable mimher 
of the subscribers declined to pB% their 
instaiinents ; suits were instituted by 
claimants ; the sites were, in many in- 
stances, sold by the slietifT: .tnd thus, 
all hopes of file irmnrdiaie iimuove- 
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ment of Pennsylvania were frustrated. 

From tliistiine, until the year 1811, 
nothing was done m respect to these 
two companies. Repeated applica- 
tions for aid were made to the Legis- 
lature, but. from various causes, they 
were not successful. In 1811, both 
were incorporated into one, tinder the 
name of the Union Canal Company. 
These farts are principal!) taken from 
a very able protest, drawn up and sign- 
ed by Mr. W. !. Duane, then a mem- 
ber, ‘against the refusal of tlie house of 
representatives, to make the state se- 
cuiity for the coinpany*.s payment of 
the siim of $350,000, lo he raised by 
way of iutiery This applicatiotpwas 

ji) the soiision of 181S-13. In 

the house, the committee upon the sub- 
ject reporting unfavourably, the re- 
port w us immediately confirmed ; and 
in.tim senate the fa^unrahle report of 
the committee w as at once rejected. 

TjiP incorporation of these two 
roinpanies, however, gave them a 
piiwet which, iiided as it has since 
been hv the public f»\unr, and the 
lotteries auilmii/.ciJ m their# hehali, 
has been able to mwrcimie alWJiffi- 
eiiliits which ai fust impeded them. 

In 1811, there w .is^intioduVed into 
the legislature a rrsoliitioii n questing 
the aid of the general govrrmiwnt in 
aid of init riKii improieineiit. It does 
not appear, howeier, to h.ive been the 
cause of any gieater attention to this 
snhjert. The cniiimitiee, n »on a sub- 
jeol pressed stronul) in the message of 
the governor, lo wit, the i o-o| (ration 
of this slate 'eiih Nevv-Vork. in the 
woik of openini: a water rommimica' 
linn between the gie.u lakes and tlie 
Hudson, teported nnfavomahly. as was 
to he expected, both fiom tlie nature 
of ihe sciieinfi, which must have, been 
of difficult arcompiishmcnt, and fimn 
the situation of the stale and the na- 
tioii generally, in respect to fmances. 

From this liim* until tin >eai 1817. 
tl^i; was nothing done woiihy ot par- 
fi^lm» reaital. Cuinpauies lor the 
const^ction of canals for sliorl dis- 
tanres and to avoid specific ohstacles, 
were occasionaily iueoiporated, hot 
tlirv wejfi seldom attended witli.inv 
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success. We do nut know that any 
tiling was . ever ellected, except by 
oiiOi the Cone w ago. 

Ill the session of 1S16-17, the advo- 
cates’^uf canals seem tu liaie been in- 
spired with greater zeal and aiiiiiKi- 
tion.V A resoliitiuii w;tk intruduced lor 
the appointment of comiiiissiuners to 
vieWf in conjunction with uihers, IVoin 
different state'*, the condition of the 
navigation of certain livers. The 
attention of tiie people was attract- 
ed; many distiiigiiislicd men came 
forward in support of the pl.in. 
Without meaning to undervalue or 
discredit them, we may say, that its 
opponents were, as a body, inferior to 
its friends, in indueiice, and ability. 
And though many years were ^et to 
elapse, before the consummation of 
their wishes, yet the constant allusions 
which they made, to it, the sjiirit of 
jireparation fur certain and contingent 
difficulties, and the decided effects of 
the question now produced upon popu- 
larity, were so ni^y indicatiuiis of 
approaching succiiss, und incentives to 
cxertioq. y 

in lesolmiun directing 

the apiirupriaiioii of auction duties to 
canals between Jake Erie and the Al- 
leghany, und lite Snsqiit'liatiiia and 
the Delaware, was passed. It was 
proposed, hy the iiitiodnclion of a biti, 
that additional duties on auction sales 
should be uppropriaicd in aid of the 
Scbiiyikiil navigation company *, but 
I he bill was poMponeti in the senate. 

Cummis'tiuners had been apnoinved 
in coiij.inciiun with others from Ma- 
ryland, iti view, and make report on, 
the iiavigaii.m of the Susquehanna.. 
Those ac'ius; on the parr of Eenusyl- 
vauia, din'ered from the others in re- 
spect tu the |>ropricty of an ascending 
navigation, to he effected by canal, 
considering that the mode hy ihe turn- 
pike roads was as heneficial in;ebeap- 
ness and celerity. The cost of albend- 
ing the descent, they estime^^t 

In this ssssi^ii; was rnaile a r^|ffirt bjf 
the tiidividiialf barged with the duty 
of exauiining the route of a cMnal be- 
tween itio. Tioga and Seneca lake. It 


is not necessary to give an abstract ui 
it. That It was not uiifavuuiably con- 
sidered, may be inferred from the pas- 
.sage oi'a bill granting additional cuin- 
liensatiuutu the commissioners. And 
iastty, that which was then, und at all 
times, the principal object of tliu 
fiieiids of .cio.at iinpiuuim i:t, u yiu- 
po>itiun Wait brought forward for liiu 
apiKiinimeiil of a bi^iiril of canal com- 
iiiia.siuners. It was at fust withdrawn 
for the pieseni, by the desiie of the 
house. And npuii a subsequent de- 
bate, It. was lust. Tiiis lesolution was 
pioposed by ili. Leimian, a gentle- 
man who has made thi*( the cliief ob- 
ject of hi* political life, and who*e siii- 
cerity and exertions in the cause hate 
gained foi him a leputation wliicli he 
well de.Mivcs. 

It was just after this session that 
.Ml. Breck, then a senaloi of this 
state, and since a U'pri:‘stiitaiive in 
rongie*s, piihlisited a paniplileiun the 
*iii»ji*et of the inleiiiai impiovcment of 
Peiuisy hani.i. After it fining the idle 
asseihuib uf indulente,' iitiibiliiy, 
and want of piihiic spiiit, he re- 
murks upon each hiamh uf pub- 
lic expenditure separately. Hy hi.s 
obyci vutions • upon rivers and cunal.s, 
the condition of water coininiiiiicution 
does not appear so degraded, us was 
rcpreseiileii. The Union Ciiiial Com- 
. puny was, at ihe lioie of his pnblicu; 
lion, in the receipt uf an ammai in- 
jUdO.UUO fumi its ioitcry. The 
iSdidylkiii Navigation (kmipaiiy hav- 
ing taken upon itself tu peiTeet the 
uavigaiioii of that livei, the funner 
was enabled to direct its whole atten- 
tibii tu life jnnciion of the Tulpeiioc- 
ken amt Swatara. * The si.ite appro- 
priated ^50,000 in aid of the Naviga- 
tion •Company. Though the scheme 
uf tibiainiiig increased duties on auc- 
tions had failed in tlio Jegislaime, 
yet the companv raised the requisite 
sum of 5'100,000 fiom private siib- 
acription, niAde on the sireiigth of a 
guaranty givtin. by the stale. Tlie 
Delaware and Chesapeake Canal had 
been favoured by a grant of money 
under certain conditions. One canal, 
(altctidy spoken of,) loimd Cimewat!:i* 
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Mli-S in iho ritisquehannR,. had been 
I'oinpiptcd ; and another on the oppo- 
■‘ire side of the river, was then in pro- 
gression. The Brandy wine and he- 
high rivers wore both to be improved. 
The works at tijat time l)egmi on the 
i^usqnelianna.have since been finished. 
And the “invaluable link'" iietween 
the waters of this river and of the 
Schiiyllciil is a Infost completed. 

In the session 0 $ 1816-19, a bill for 
the raising of revenue in aid of inter- 
nal impiovcment was postponed inde- 
finitely in tiic house, upon sr resolution 
tiiat it violated .the constitution the 

senate's proposal of the principles up- 
on which the fund was to be raised. 

In this session also a resolution was 
oftered hy Mr. Breck to n|/point a 
committee from the senate, which in 
ronjunr.lion with another from the 
house, shotild view, and make repent 
of, the state of the works formerly un- 
dertaken liy the Sciuiyikill and Sus- 
quehanna Compsny, to which we 
have already iid verted. The lesolii- 
lion was ugtucd to ; and the iwcj com- 
millees having performed their duty, 
their report was presentfd to iln* se- 
nate and house. Ir rontiiins a repre- 
.sentation of (ho coiniilioii at that pe- 
riod, of the works, which though af- 
fected by time, might be renovated ; 
and particularly uiges^he propriety of 
again undertaking this, as a necessary 
Imk in the comintiiiicntion between 
l'hitadel|)hiannd the West. 

The proposition fur the ere(9ki(^i of 
a bo.ird of canal commivsioncrs. was 
again brought forward before tiic 
lioU>e, and again unsurcessful. The 
friends of the measure were still deen^- 
cd loo hasty in seeking llie* aTxoui- 
plishment of this, their chief derite. 
The majority in favour of the iiideh- 
nife postponement of the bill, ^as 
iwtMity-three In a iiuiise ol eighty-nine 
members. It is not in our power to 
furnish an abstract of the tKMitents of 
the bill, though we luive reason to 
think its provisions similar to that* 
which was fiitallvliiiccfssffil. , 

The same failure occnrrctl agnin in 
1 1)0 session of 1819-^0: but iho suc- 

'cdin.g winter, its course appears to 


he more prosperous. The report 
of the committee for this session of 
1830-31, upon internal irimtoye- 
ment, urged the advantages Of open- 
ing a canal between Middletown .on 
theSiisqiiehanna, and Reading on the 
Schuylkill. The cost, it was suppo- 
sed, could not exceed $500,000 ; and 
it was believed, that the stale would 
secure the payment of tlie interest up- 
on this Slim.* The hill annexed to the 
report, contained provisions for (he 
measure : a power to appoint a board 
of canal connnissioneis, and the 
pledge of tl)0 state to provide funds. 
Its first reading was on tlie 12th 
of March, 1831. There were many 
objections founded upon the alleged 
criidcpess of the scheme, the want of 
means on the part of the state, the pe- 
culiar difficidtiec that must be encoun- 
tered, aud the sufficiency of the com- 
munication already possessed. The 
second reading was moved for. pro- 
ceeded in, and continued during the 
next d:iy. Owing, however, it is said, 
t ) some siiddeo disgust' taken by a 

miinher of the members who were ex- 
ptecied to support liie bill, on Uie 14(h 
of .March a majority afipt ared against 
the bill, on the question to resume the 
second reading, and it was 'lost by 
three votes. A motion made a few 
days after, to recon>ider the biH, was 
lost by about the same numbers. 

Thii^ bill extended only to the ap- 
|)oiniment of commissioners. It did 
not point out anv particular plan of 
improvement. The decrease in the 
number of votes against it, manifests 
n gi eat change •»! the sentiments of 
the people and their representatives. 
Undoubtedly, however, theie still ex- 
isted against it, in those counties which 
could not expect any im«tetial benefit, 
a \trong ami iiupt.icable hostility. 
Any attempts to convinco their dele- 
gates of the utility or propriety of the 
plan, inpsr have been umsucccssfu). 
To th# presence of this bill in the 
hQ^ejkay boaMiibiited the diiniiui- 
tibnTn^itv tire number of applica- 
lionw lor)|KrtoIar iniprovemcnis, but 
in the degree of attention paid to them : 
for whether aided by slate or iudividua! 
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sub.M;rij>iio!i, tiniv iniisi h.ivc been »i(' what shoit time previoiisiy, rue j.-ft- 
fecied :u irivatcr cost, uiu{ «it (ended by scnialion of such a resolution woulo 
less bciMjfit. The :ip}jli«;ainMi bf -tho have been roganlud as iriliin^j wul. 
whole St) iMiglli tif tlio eoiinnonweahh iht» House, there iii still left 


to on*' obj 'Cl of i stcnt and cuiii- 
nv'osMr.ife son )<;»'. was th« uisest po- 
licy. Tod. .lot • 'tiiHtandinjr all elForts, 
thatwhi<h "Un linall) ;u!oj»tf'd. 

In the no\t session, of the 

same object was hronulit forward. 
There appears to have bc* n, at this 
time, some desire, or at least pielend- 
ed desire, to f.ivonr lot »l i)»j»ro»e> 
merit. A bill in favour of the ^’he.sa- 
pea'^.e and Delaware canal passed the 
liouse, and a second reading in the se- 
natr*. 

The report of the committee on 
roads and canals for this session, re- 
ferred particularly to the (ireclion f)f 
aboard of coinmisdoners to explore 
the route between the Schuylkill and 
Siisq iehanna rivers, throogllthe gieai 
valley of Chtsier and I>.incaste.r 
counties, ami ilir- most snitald?* routes 
between tile waters of the rfnsipn'Iian- 
na,the \llr.*glnny, and the Lehigh li- 
vers. The inorjon for thi> purpo'***, 
originally made liy .Mr. I/dmian, uas 
postponed vi.iiil tlm seventh of Junua- 
ry, i^<l fhen lUP-ed to. 

Twi; resol'iiions wi-re hronghl be- 
fore ilif; hoM'e b\ Mr. Hopkins and 
3Ir. (I'-ndttfson. tin one in relalirm to 
A granil seln-jm* o( w.it' r c(nninnnic.i- 
‘lon tiinmgliont (he union, subsc- 
•■jueritly "iipporlcd by a peiitiun from 
Venango county -, tin? oMier apjminT- 
ing a board of commissioners, consist- 
ing of five members, ivhose duty it 
should be to cxainim^the routes, and 
generally to accomplish the objects 
noticed in the resolution. Of (his re- 
solution wo shall say, that it presents 
in (he most ahfe manner, the purposes 
which the commissioners svere to,ac- 
complUh, and that the points whi ih it 
selects for inforinarion, are precisely 
those of which the determination was 
most necessary for the fuiihcrance of 
the plan. It did not succeed, ^irid . 
perhaps there was nothing lost byiits 
failure, for the scheme was enlar- 
ged to acquire favour among the pco- 
.)!*•. P.Mt if it be rfi^'nllcrfi.i), within 


room for congratulation upon the pio- 
grps.s of the caii-iu of imeni.il im 
provement. Another resolution, itu 
the .ippointiiient of a board, to epn 
sist of the secretary of state, the state 
treasurer, and the Mirvevor genenl. 
w.i« brought before the hon.ie. Thesi 
officers having consented to ^erve in 
(his new r.a})acity, it was hoped, tha> 
om* stioiig ubjeclioii til.ifing to 111*' 
expense, necessarily incurred in th- 
erection of new jdaces, would be oh 
vi.ttcd. 'J'his vvas intnxinced toward 
the close of lilt* .session ‘by Mr,. Leh- 
man and -Mr. lloyd. Itsulijccts ar* 
mote tlctaded than iliose cuniained in 
tin; other, which wt*. Itavc noticed 
aho\c, 'I'hc routes comeinplated by 
It ij.ive rcfetcncfe to the countiy b*> 
I’.WM'u iht* Sciniylkill and Susqueliati- 
n.i, throng)) (lie gre it valley of (.’lus- 
ter a„d LaiicaM' r conniu-s, that h< ■■ 
I'H’t'nflic lii^ln:st i)avi;;tblc wateis id 
tl)>. ,L)»)i:it ) .Old •he West, and nortli- 
west nr-ini.lics of llie .Mleghaiiy. Tin.- 
commissioin is were also directed to 
ascolain the pr.itiicabiltty, ami the 
mojt eligililo routes, of effecting a 
coitnnunication between tlu'se streams 
by me.iih of canals and locks, and al- 
so by InrnpiLe or rail-roads. 

They w»;f'r fiiiiliev dirccl»?d to cause 
levels and surveys to be taken, .ind i.' 
make their estimates. Provision wa.* 
for thcii expenses. Tl)i.s rc.Ho- 
hition wa.s lost next day by a majority 
of twenty -one. 

A resolution was offered, at the be 
j»iii»vv^ of the .session of 18Sd-S;), di 
rcctmg the committee on roads and 
iiilaiid navigation, to inquire into the 
mt^aiis, which might be of most cct - 
tain success in securing the compic 
tion of a canal, to connpct the ("lu's.)- 
penkc and Delaware; and, in con 
iiexion therewith, to cunsulcr the navi 
gatiori of tiie Suscpjchanna, Tim aid, 
rcquc.sted by the Chesapeake and Du 
tawarc and Hudson Canal Compaiiv. 
was granted to them in the sliiipe o; 

.1 bomf^ of ^100,000, nayablr, t*? 
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DfriiniMr^re* 
iq^^niia; aod att^i»^ 
1 ^ 0,606 made tti: icS 
faTottr. C(hAniii[nianecs*were appoint- 
ed .for the perfu'rnAmp of !diis duty. 
The Stisquebanin waft futtlior to be 
impr^ect, hear HiAfrisburg, by a dhui- 
pan> -obartcred nith power to coo- 
strnet, a canal and lock navigation 
Its .ptirpqse was to supply the place 
with watefi An act was passed, di- 
rcctine aWlTTey of tlie rdlite between* 
lake Brie and . French creek, for a 
cahhV.iiQd a' company wa;^ hn orpora- 
ted as the Chenango Canal Company; 
to open '.a .cqinniuntcation froni i*ul- 
lock’s hridge, in'the Chenango river, 
to the ftiaie line. - 

Resolutions were of course iutro> 
dacedthis scs.rion, in favour of the 
appointment of a board of canal com* 
missiohers, but none of the attempts 
were successful. The ellorts, how- 
ever, were more numerous, and more 
ably supported than heretofore. Coni’^ 
umnio^tlons were received from the 
government of Maryland, •^skinffjm- 
operatioii in several of tiieir deripiai, 
None of them met with much attend 
lion ; probably from the cause 
must always interfere in tainilaf opih 
cifrns from other states ; doubts nf the 
diftintcrosiodness of (heir iiilentioh, 
and fears of the consequences 01 a too 
close connexion. 

In the next session of 18!S!V94,the 
resolution for the appointment of a 
board of cpminissioncrs, wasjhtgpgbt 
forward, and, the hill founded upon it 
and repotted by Mr. Lehin^ as 
chairman of tlio coiomi^ee, 

{)a5fted, but nof witbuiiUgreirt oppori- 
rion. A motion, Mhg thh abooud 
reading, to postpone was 

lost but by one vote. ’ 

A resoUitmn und a bMl,9 &klft>duc<^, 
iiy Mr. Clark, dirt^mg oomi^^ 
ors tobe ap{K>mted to inquire whetlier, 
atid at what expense, u canal codld be 
opened from Middletown to Fittiliurg, 

■ lost- 


report of two uf. tbe.commis- 
•lopisiri 'appainied under vAfe 

was made 

It is not in ohf 1^ , 
enteir’ini^o any of. its details, 
tbtii^jto state, that, die cost was eiti- 
jh^itl^d by thefh at about 
Ri^deft tills, a report by the 
conmtbsioner, Mr. Tksbetown, whs 
presented, exhibUing ’a dilferenbe 
of opinion between hiip; and bia'col- 
ieagues .Mr. T, partf^larly dtfibred 
froiii them in respecTto the construc- 
tion pf a tuikiCl,re!ixnojnended for the 
avoidance\or the portage across the 
Alleghany niotmfains. The tunnel 
was to be four miles in length, .^s to 
the cost of the caaai» two of the com- 
mtssimiers esliinated tlCs expense at 
about ten, and Mr.T. at about twenty 
thousand dolfars per mile. 

Whether the comEnlssiooers or 
T. were correct, is a matter of iio ' 
great iotpo/tance. The inconve^ 
nieftces of a tunnel of the specihed 
distance were, of themselves, great 
enough (0 deter ilie state from ahy 
further prosecution' of the object. 
The difficulties and expenses of its 
construction wcie in?uperahie obsta- 
cles. The dift’erence of opiiyon was 
rather fortunate tiiaii* otherwi^, for, 
not to speak of the divitiou necessa- 
rdy caused in the house and senate, 
the mete circumstanre that wine 
means of “canalling” were more ob- 
vious, was .sufficient to give greater 
strength to any subsiqueni plaiv 

As to the reception of thsi commis- 
sionerft* report. in the hoits:' a motion 
was* made to print UOU copies. Se- 
veral amendnirnts. by flic insertion of 
smaller numbers, were lost, and, after 
an adjourntneiit, the original motion 
gum way to « motion for the present 
pol^ncmeiit of ffic question. About 
a imntb subsd^antly, aud after Mr- 
,Trei!eyuIny^‘:^pqri had been made, 
it lw» ord%d ihgt MH) copies of each 
ftWlti ba Besidi s thi.s, there 

iiaAe bihdl npondifle' 

reiit;8q|4c^i$, connected with canal 
impmemeiit ,0»c hy the comuiitlce 
of .tb«;-li(nji&8 on inhiml navigatimi : 
one bt the c oirimi'*i'^ne< T.moin**’*' 
*>« 
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under the act of 18£3, to co-opQtftte 
with' others from the state of 
land, in -the examination of the erest 
branch *of the Suaquehannah. "In tes- 
peet to the' last, those on the part of 
PennsylvanU now agreed with the 
otbe^' in the propriety' of an asoend- 
iOjg navigation by locks, and contracts 
were-^ld by them to the amount of 
nearly iglTOOOC 

The last report, upon the general 
communication between the eastern 
and' western waters, was made by indi* 
viduais, who had never before consi> 
deied canal iipprovement as a great 
object of their political lives, and 
wbo^e assumption of the task at this 
time was probably less in conformity 
to their own desires,, thaii those^of the 
public. 

Thediity, therefore, was not so he* 
neOcially e;itecntcd as it might have 
been, if the habits and dispositions of 
the commissioners had led them more 
paHicularly to such occupations. 'The 
report ,was never an object Of much 
attention. The next bill came before 
the house under better auspices, for if 
nothing had been yet gained, it was 
quitetclear tbaf something had been 
left undone. 

Before entering upon the succeed- 
ing session,, we have to observe ui>on 
the various plans of local iiiiprove- 
rnant then before the legislature. 
There had been passed eight or ten 
bills in furtheriince of paittcidar ca- 
nal and navigation co.tnpanics, As 
the absence of fho.«f.* bills, when, the 
fate of tl)f; great measure had been 
douhifu!, was riot onTy prudent, , but 
necessary, their consideration, anew, 
when tiic dn.'>ire of improvement bad 
been, in .some degree dcvel >ped,iriay 
betaken as' an evidence of the dispO|^- 
tioi» of the people. . . * / 

A new law for the apprdfttmem of 
commissioners having pesjied diving 
the session of 1824-30^ and new’d^-, 
misslpnors having been apppm^, 
their reports, . two In numheir, w 
presented at diffetent tim^, 
in the winter of 18S&-3C, to the le- 
gislature. They had, as was 'stated in 
'hti ftrsf, etamined the several sum- 


mits on the route hy the west branch 
ofthe'Shs^iti^iiiahl the summits on 
that bf ' dfhiua^ and had , made 
measrifenients add .Je’ftls from those 
summits to ffUDino'n joints, and a con- 
nexion of their levet$ with each other. 
Bin the surveyors not having yet been 
able to make .their repous, or furnish 
the necessary dfafj^, the commission- 
ers were not cnanied to enter into any 
particulars. 

The next report was made about a 
month afterwards. 

In their observations u^n. the 
routes, they reject all donsidirration of 
those known as the West Branch and 
Clearfield *, the former being of great- 
er distance as respects Pittsburg and 
lake Eric, and likely to want water at 
the summit ; the latter would be long- 
er, and more expensive than any. 

Between the other two, the northern 
and the Juniata, the board made no 
choice, considering them equal in ad- 
vantages and didicaltics. 

As regards the northern biranch, 
they considered, that even deducting 
from the estimate of 1, '^70, 6 It cubic 
feet of water per day, the amount of 
51,000; to be lost in leakage and.eva- 
p»atk>o, there would still remain 
;yi#e than enough for all the purposes 
of navigation ; that there would be re- 
quired 860 locks of eight feet lift each ; 
and that the whole time necessary for 
a passage would be sixteen days. The 
estimate of Mr. Strickland makes the 
co.st amount to ;$4,384,10*0. The 
grounrl presented no serious impedi- 
ments. 

In relation to the .luniata, one im- 
pprtj^t jrbstaclc, the passage of the 
Ailegbaiiy moimtains, was to be first 
copsidered. The board disapprove of 
the. plan (suggested by the former 
cofflinissionot^ of sinking a tunnel ot 
abbnt754 feet below the summit, in- 
asmueb as their surveyor did not find 
more tliah one half of tho quantity of 
water Aecefsary to feed it, though it 
^ad'^en represented as within reach; 
and inasmuch as the number of locks 
to bctcrowdeti together at each end of 
the tunnel would not be a less Impor- 
tant difficulty. As they cannot there- 
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:ore cjkpect to coinpl]»te an ujsbfoken 
water conimi|[nic$tiioi7 by tlib Tpum, 
the board, in eonsiderihg the poHage 
across the mountains, reGeinihond a 
rail road, and basin at eacK side. The 
distance of the whole Would he twelve 
hundred and eighty one feet ; rec(ui- 
ring sixteen* locks, of eight feet lift 
each: The length^f .the poriagt' 
Would ' be seventy-fight miles. • - The 
time of passing th*e caiial, eight days. 
To pass the lucks, neatly^ three days. 
To' unload, cross the mountains, and 
relold, two days. The whole passage, 
thergfure,* thiiteeu days. The esti- 
mate made by Mr.' Strickland, 
amounts to $3,045,000. 

On the J25th of February , 18S6, the 
.ic( providing for* and directing the 
coniinencement of the canal, passed, 
and received the executive’s .approba- 
tion. In the house ’of repres||iativcs, 
after a severe contest, the majWity, *>n 
the third reading, was twenty-nine; 
in the senate, four. 

A niihiber of the representativesvo- 
ting against the bil), placed their rea- 
sons upon the journals. 

Their principal motive, as set forth 
in the paper, up,fcar^ to be, the want 
of inforination. They allege, in the 
first place, (hat the board of conimis- 
sioner.s uspcci.illy appointed for the 
purpose of acquiring, and furnishing 
fur the legislature, information, and 
upon whom there hud already been 
expended tiie snm of five thousand 
dollars, had not yet made their report. 
And that to pass ihb bill, .compromi- 
sed the house, without the po,ssibility 
of retrogradation. . In the seeon.l, 
that the estimates were nori^kl<^ 
belbrc them. And in the third, tliat 
a resolution desiring the amount of 
the proposed expenditure, having been 
opposed by the friends of the biU,lhey 
were without inform^ton absolutely 
necessary to them.^ These were the 
general reasons; but they .urged some 
others more' in detail, relating to th^ 
propricty^of so amending the naviga- 
tion of the Snsquehanha, thaiU'migUt 
serve for both an ascending niW de- 
sqgndiiig transportation. They con^ 
shier tim construction of a canal by 


tbe^de of the Susquehannah, between 
the ^watara, and the Juniatai as a 
mere waste of money, as there a;^ hut . 
(bw impediments in the navigation of 
elm: stream at that place. They epn- 
cede*^that the^ would have voted lor 
a.bill proposing a .canal betweeh.tl]^ 
eastern and wc.ctern waters, inasmuch 
as such canal would have opened a 
water cominunlcatian where none ex- 
isted. Their last reason is a singular 
specimen of logic. It consists in an 
otjeciioii to the introduction of a prin- 
ciple dangerous U) the interests of all 
the Susqiieiianna counties, the autho- 
rity to erect dams obstructing the na- 
vigation of the river. The dissen- 
tients admit that this result is guarded 
against by the provisions of the act it- 
self; that, in case of any obstruction 
in the* stream, a channel shall be pre- 
viously made, equal to the natural. 
But they consider this to be. insuffi- 
cient and tneftectual ; because, the le- 
gislature haot^tipon all former ucca- 
sious, prohibited any device which 
may impede the navigation, 'fhey 
complain, lastly, that the bill de- 
grades the Susquehanna to tlth mere 
feeder of a navigable *canal, authori- 
zes impediments to the navigation of 
this great highway of nature, upon 
which the products of an imnienso 
te.frilory are lloaicd to inarket*at an 
expense of one fourth the snm whlcli 
would be requisite for tran'^portattoti 
by canal.” 

Such sensibility to tlie practical ca- 
pacities of the Susquehanna, formed 
of itself, a sufficient reason for any op- 
position. W.e sliall nut undertake the 
task of comincftting upon its pro- 
priety. 

The bill directs the imnuHiiafeloca- 

3 of 'a canalt and the sale of can- 
ts for Us cohsUnction, from the ri- 
Swatarui .at or near Middletown, 
to ^ near to. a point on the east side 
of Jthe Sosqtijbbanna, opposite the 
tiwitliof the Juniata ; and from Pitts- 
hyrgm the mouAi of the Ki-kiininitas 
As $p^ ay Uie ^>inmis>uiners shall 
deem It expediont,* they arc to con- 
strnet a navigable feci-<‘r of a canal 
from French to the smnmif Ic 



per -second |:^i^' 
fiirdtl^ Co lA^vey and ificate the'/iraiidei- 
of a canal from that place to, iatie 
Eric* l^rorided, that if it be ncce^a- 
r| to^’^bbstmct the navigation of 'the 
S^uehaniia, or Atieghany, the com* 
msliiohers, before so doing, shall cause 
to, lie made h means of navigation 
equally safe and practic^ablc as now 
ejtists ip either t^ver, * 

fti case of a disagreement iietween 
thojiowners of land apd the cotiimis* 
. aibters, a justice tiqi^ the peace, lipoii 
apipitpation to himf is :tO direct by his 
warrant, the shenA.to sunihion a jury, 
who^hall assen diamaces ; cbtisi* 
derihg, itV^e satiie:;t^e, tne benefit 
wKicb mciy accrue to the part?, from 
the j>r6aimity df^tie catiaL They arc 
not, however, to levy any contribution 
from the 6wnef for the advantage. 
The inquUition ii to be returned to the 
county court, and insy be jthere tra- 
versed. An act passed on the Idth of 
April,' 1836, contains provisions for the 
protection of the canal, and inflicts pe* 
naltieft for Any violation of its enact* 

mem#. ' » 

And «by aaother act passed on tlie 
t^me day, foua commissiooers were 
added to the board,, so that it now 
consiM of nine members. They arO 
envied to no compensation, except 
tfidir expenses. 

The next and^ last act ip reference 
to the construction of the canal, was 
passed on the 0th of Aprif, 1637^ Tim 
commissioners are, by that act, difect* 
ed to locate and; contflict for. itniVing 
a canal, locks, and other workv neces- 
aary thereto, op the valley of the Ju- 
niata, from the eastern, section of thb 
JPimiKylvania canal, to • poipt nUjar 
ndamLewistown. Aljw^ a canal, 
tip, (he valley of the KtahiipliiU^ |nd 
th||^,tbe 

naj^; ^a point at or th^ 
vMl^aad alap a^catA l^ j^e<ii|il|jjy 

^ectiiQti 6f 

a point ator hear.^ NorthumbCrIfind, 
Thftv are to cadse surfeys to ho made 


fropi;. Ffaukitpwn, on the Juniata, to 

S nt^any mduAmitis, so that they 
tl^eRnilne, iri' what manner, and 
by -Mihat kind of work^ 'whether by a 
permanent smooth road of easy grada- 
tion, or by a railway;with loconiotiVe 
and stationary engine9,*lhe poriage 
may be the' nigsji advanMgeotiily ef- 
fected. They ave to examine the 
praeticability and ‘cost of an entire 
navigable roinimmicaiion botweeh the 
west branch of the Susquehanna^ und 
the Alleghany ; apJ furl her, frainlipr- 
thumberTand up the north hhini^^ of 
the Sti^uebanna, to the state line 
from the western seciionof thePenn* 
sylvahia canal, hear the mouth ,bf the 
Kiskiininitas, to a point, on lake Erie, 
by the Alleghany river and Freiich 
creek, at or near'the borough of Brie ; 
:i!ui iVgpthe ci^ of Pjtbbur^, tO said 
poini W lake Erie, by the roHie of 
Beaver and Chenango ; and make re- 
port on all these suiijerts. Thby arc 
also to make further f'MHnination as 
to the side of tlie Juniata most snitahlo 
fur a canal. And a majoritv of the 
board is to drtrrrnine, where the canal 
shall cib».thc {Susquehanna j and they 
arc to decide hc«vw;cn, and erect, either 
aii aqueduct, or a towing path bridge. 

They are to examine the route of a 
canal or railway from Philadelphia, 
through Chester and Lancaster, so as 
to form the most eligible connexion 
between it and the eastern section of 
the Pennsylvania canal ; and further 
to examine the Brandywine river, to 
a point north of the Delaware state 
line— thence acrois the dividing ridge 
htti^q said river and Chester creek, 
down to the Dplaw .arp. And ,if they 
shalp aicertain that the Brandywine 
Ciiy^Jbe directed ftom itg natural 
ch>nn||idii. thUAitdJniaKe all the necessa- 
ry enuptHia^f for a portage across 
the rjtfge, by railway or other* 
further, to exa* 
fiiitin pftacticabUitjf xml cost of a 
cfWiiKilbn of the dorih branch of the 
Susquehanna with the Lehigh^ by 
mean# of a canal or railway ; and, 
ftfrther, to examine f<om the tormitvi 
♦ion of till* P<*nnsv)vanin canal, at th^ 





kioutti ot ihe Swatara, down th^ east 
md west sides of tlie Susqiiebennal^lt); 
he Maryland line, aijd nia]i«/r«p^ 
hereon. . • . , 

The comihissioners are . required 
0 he{;in their operaiions on the feeder , 
rom French creek to ihfe siiinmii level 
It Cimnaiit kike; and' the suni ol 


th4|^jg^](y on one 

''l^':rbute of 
Dilj^aFe canal, below 
Plb^elphia, is lo be exatniiied, Attd 
tlta.^nunissioitcrs are to r^ort whcf 
ther this will foKni a link in the line ^ 
the Pennsylvania canal. 


gl 1 00,000 is apiiropri^^ /oc the 

They are to eXaiAine the valley - of 
‘he l)el*aware from Philadelphia, or 
Bristol, ur unv point between Bristol 
ind the hdad of tt^le-waicr to Carpen- 
:er*s point. IP the comiuissioncrs 
'hail approve, they are authorized lo 
construct a canal between a point at 
•3T near Philade{phi.t,y at Brisiol, or 
:iny itrtenqediate. point between Bris- 
tol and the head of tide- water, and a 
[)oint at or ^tear.the borough of Gaston ; 
the expense not to. exceed ;|t00,000. 

Provision, sinitlar to that contained 


Tlie governor is directed to raispw 
loan of one injUion of, 'dbilars, whibh 
is to he vested in' the iiiternal improve* 
ment fund. The loan is to he ut five 
per 'bent, and the inCerest to be paid 
out of the auction duties. And the 
raith of the state ii pledged to make 
up any dehciencies in. the payment of 
interest. . : ^ 

By an act passed the 16th of April, 
18!II6, kite commissioners ate to hold 
their ofhees for one year, and to^ .ap* 
jKiinted by the goveinor. ..The com- 
pensation of Che oi9lGers employed by 
the comraissioneib ie to be fixed. 


ifi the jaw above noticed, Is made in 
case of any disagreement between the 
commissioners aiul the owners of land. 
Power is given lo Ihe <u‘(iii|T cominis* 
sioners to make such alter<ittofi in the 
location of any town.ship, county, or 
state road, as may appear necessary ; 
and from his decision an appeal lies to 
the bifard. 

The commissioners are to make 
cxiiniinution of the valleys of the 
Conodoguinet, Vellow Breeclies, 
and Conochcaqnu creeks, with a 
view to the connexion of the Sus- 


Their reports,, and a fair eopy and 
journal of their proceedings, are tojlie 
presented every session to the legUlft* 
ttire : and they are directed to enter 
upon their duties. 

Under these la ws the work Df ini* 
proviuiient wus prosetu*lcd in ibecttlg 
of Pennsylvania with a zeal apd od* 
rerprise which gave tinvbcst assurance 
of succes.s. Houles were explored and 
.surveys made for canals to complete 
the water communication between tbp 
Delaware and the Schuylkill, and 
thence to the Susquehanna, called the 


quehanna and Poioinnc hy a ca- 
nal ; and they are to report upon (he 
praclicnbility and probable expense. 
They are to view the ground from the 
west end of the Harrisburg 
the borough of riiainbeisbnrg, in the 
county of Franklin, ami front the west 
end of the Coliimbiau bridge, ihrdogh 
York and Getty sbiirgb;^ 0ii^inb£s- 
burg, for the purpose Of %n 4 ?ting a 
railroad. A survey apd ^llioaciiou 
are to be made of the east slide of the 
Susquehanna,' from the )nistwn «ec- , 
licmof the. Pennsylvania canal lo’ a 
poihi opposite thp town’ of Nofthn)!}- 
berland. And the boar4 is to dScide 
whether to Innate the eanal on the 
■'/’St or west side of thb river, or whe* 


unip,n canal*--betwepn the Delaware 
andfOhio^ called the Pennsylvania 
caiiai ; and also to improve the navi- 
gation of the Scliuylkill, of the Le- 
high. and of the wtsquehanna. A 
canal called the Lacka waxen, in con- 
tinuatioii of the .Delaware and Hud- 


8 was also cninmenced, and 
5 itometiip.lated, of which 
int was given incur last 
>urj|iig ifab past year much 
i« made tou ards the 
;of this great plan. 
iMerii^e of the state, the 
iom11lbi«l»cdinp^\f the Delaware, 
lludadfiif fid .{ih^amxeu, are urging 
For ward their works with much spirit. 
The ranal from Kinc-'ton, on the 
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Hudson, to Carpenter’s point, on . the 
OoU^erOi was nearly finished^; 
was^ be opened early the neii^a- 
MH- - It vras then to be et^d«4 
twenty miles up the nelawar^\aiid 
•thence. up the l^ckavv>ixeii about jur- 
tjr ifpiies, by a route riot fully agreed 
upon,, with the addition, perhaps, of a 
railiKiad; to the Luck a waxen coal 
mibes^ Thi^, by a foute »f about otie 
hundred and thirty or forty miles, %viH 
Wti an extensive body of coal to the 
Sow.-Tork maritet, ' 

'The Schuylkill' navigafion may be 
said to be now finished, and ready to 
undergo the best test of utility, u full 
triaj. The union canal is also very 
far advant^d.. The greater pkrt of 
the excavations .hgve . oeen .lUiKte, the 
locks are nearly completed, the tiiimel 
is in a forward siateithe water-house is 
im, and the great d^m neatly finished. 
The labour which tfas been performed 
upofi this canal is prodigious ; anirihe 
work, in particular tl'ie lockh, .execif> 
ted In a style dcservina the Jiigbest 
commendation. The ivoiks necessa- 
ry to supply the summit level with 
water /Troni the Swatiira feottcr, .are 
eomplcied* l^ese \vorks are a w heel 
of thirty-six feet in diameter, to |je 
aided occasioir^jly by a steam engine 
of 100 horse power. 

\Tfieheadof water by which it is 
l^iUfed to prc^l the wheel, is. three 
foot* > On the nest trial, however, the 
head was only nine iophes, and the 
gate raised two itichos. ' With this 
force, the wheel moved (uujeMiqalty, 
operating upon two double forctiig 
pumps of 1 4j inches* di.i meter each, 
and propelling rho water througb u 
raising main of $0 inches diameter, 
ISO feet in feqg^aod feet perpeo- 
,d^atar height, srj^h 

aatooished all who witdeiscd die Jfite- 
lasting sight. . ^ ^ 

Tbfi g«at Pennsylvania caml is 
also; iti a state of forwylrdbOiS; IWe 
In relation to tire eastm^ mc* 
that ppitlon )tdlich extends. (T^ro 
the Union.: at •MMjlletoVrp, 

neiily to^e mmh pf the Junfata/a 
distance of 48 miles. The western sec- 
tion 85 rnifcv in the vicinity of Pitts- 


burg, is under ;(^ntrgct, and the work 

^laware iir , daily ^chining 

more ajfkd oiore an omect of aftbntiori 
and.interesi to liio Susquehanna tra- 
•ders.. 

Home, formidable, obstactes to its 
progress have pces'eute^l themselves, 
ill the want p^fipnacity of sonApiparts 
of fke ground thbiigh, or rather over 
which the caiiarhas tq.pa^ ^he 
parts alluded to arc bog or qpieksaiiid, 
and' swallow up every tbiimi^j^ced 
upon them ; earth, stones, at|B tftiib6r, 
in large quantities, ^'diskphe^b^/ in 
rapid succession Even j^iM^diriyen 
to the depth of forty feet, jb ^ tc- 
tain their «rect position for.^hy |;teat 
leni^ib of time. Measpres, .^np^itter, 
are in progress to overobiQe iadte dif- 
culties. ^ ' ]■ 

In the list ofimbUc works, ^ im- 
provements f the Conestoga, w-pfew 
enterprising citizens of the 3iy of 
Lane ister, IS not undeserving a place. 
The Conesto;»5i is a fine sireaiD : and 
The object of ’the improvement is to 
render it niivigublt^ by dams and locks, 
for a dist^ncH of einhleen tnij^Vfioni 
the city of Lancaster to <.7ohtblbiH on 
the Susqiieintniia. The daqis and 
locks are of timber, the iiitcfttices 
filled up ivith loose stone, and the 
whole faced or lined with plank— a 
plan, in our opinion, tvhieli nothing 
hut its cheopnrss can recoinineiid. 
The locks are formed in the dam, that 
is, extending from the face or breast 
of the dam the whole length of the 
lock up into the pixd. The work is 
progressing steadily and well, goasUr 
^f it’ cphtplotcd, 

frqin the city to the Husquebantti^ in 
tl]^ course of the next surqiper^ 

ThP. first dam aihI lock ai% Qiilshed. 
Tlfe 'i^pd lopk is also, fidiiiieii^ and 
thf darn will l^ comptcf^ In a few 
days,:knd thp Hiird lock i% bfogre ssihg. 

The fiiatiSriats used indhi!! vPiistnic- 
,tUln ottha.avofk heiD| (lerisbable 

naCute, it was determined by the com- 
[lany^tu build tlic locks above th« 
breast of the dam instead of below. 
This novel plan is neat in anpear^ci' 
and promises to have the desired enect 
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')i preseirvins be- 

ing 

copTojg 

The pi^kiWi' ux^ir Ihe fpuii4atjioti of 
the wiflj^atef ihab ha^ IM 

calcuHi|i^^^ which, 

whea t|r^K. w^aii^e4;the faot|pin 
w{ii» tip-. : has .been 

remuli^ ' hf laylh^he foundaUons 
with ij^idtlMber. ^e foek. pits are 
sunlMa^ rock, and the dams rest 
(ipotf^m^ame rihii^veable founda- 
tion, oh^ hundred feet 

lone iiniha ehaiijabaf by ee f^t wide, 
aniF iviH :adii$H boats drawing three 
witer, and cartyiog 
froiiiiigb^ ^loithbttlidfed tons. 

Tbd n^Maoi is t#Q miles and three 
fjuatters id, length) abt^t two hundred 
feet wIda.VlliHtn ^ycti^ than four 
feet ii- channel^'' : The average length 
of the ponds is two' miles. Several 
miles of the.tow-path are hhished. 

The third lock shows evident marks 
of improvement. The foundation 
and walls are of excellent workman- 
ship, and promise great strength and 
(lurabilUy, The lift licre is greater 
than at any of the others, and will af- 
ford a fine seat for extensive water 
works. 

This work, however valuable in . it- 
self, a.s a local improvement, OHitfnqt 
l)oeome of extensive bchoiit, until that 
part of the Susquehanna is rendered 
boatabic, which lies betweeh the 
month of the Conestoga and the head 
of the Maryland canal. That' once 
completed, the principal part of the 
commerce of this wealthy dtt^jiilcVof 
country will, seek a market on the 
Chesapeaki ' 

Z^eeitiber^^Tbe foUbwtitg 
of product^ S^e./whicb 
various .String Jeasoii, 

'^hrtws the importance ^ 
now in progreti |n^ thie^i^. V'- 
Th« L«)Rf«]i.*-Tiiiide*iabk^ the 
river, ■■"'■■• ■■••'. 

‘ 

Coal shipped by the tiehigh • 
ml and navigatidh obiitpany 31,080 
T)o. shipped by others mi 


Loinber in boats . 

Oo< in; rafts SS, 131,000 fhet 1 

Fioiir; e,l 84 barrels #13 

WhMsby 781 dp. 

Ry#-: 2, S24 bushels #3 

.Cbrtl' 400 ’do, .11 

Li^ther, live hogs, ( 100), pota- ' : : 

toes, peaches ' ' .jii- 

Total^lpris 'V ' ^ 

The Juniata.;-!^ Jubiata 6a* ■ 
zette gives tbe.followtiifg cststnsteof 
thcMsn^uce ibnt ^hm) me county df 
Mimin daring the late sea^n. 

Wheat bushels 310,000 

Rye , do. ISilOO 

Corn ; .dp.. v 11,000 

Oats ■* \ do. •' * >11,000 

Flaxseed do. ' 3;450 

Cloyer^eed do, 8,S$0 

Floor barrels^ 68,950 

Oil do. 400 

Pork do. 1,504 

Whiskey . do. 8,500 

Butter lbs. 135.000 

IaAI do. 110,000 

Iron tons 500 

Ceathet do. ^ * 64 

Up Carmgef, •*, 
Store goods tons * 735 

Plaster do. • 1,930. 

Spanish hides do. ^ 71^ 

Salt ' barrels 5,590. 

Fish do. £.904, 

The navigation of the river is great* 
ly increasing. The PeAnsylvania ca- 
nals, Qow or just about to be complet- 
ed, v|pU open a most valuable trade 
with the interior.,' 

TEADa or NOeWT CAEBOir* 

Coat 15,615| fens glOI,437 


naxsecd 8.000 bushels 6.000 

Wheat 13,000 do 13,000 

RgO' 35,000 do. 20,000 

10,000 do. 5,000 

FloA.- , „ 3,000 bbis. 9.000 

Whllkey 1,500 do. 12,000 

Clojinseed ioobtisbels 8,000 
POljl t^boef 345^W0 lbs. 9,800 

Butttt i » AOO^bs. 7,500 

POlatolia 15,6o^iishe1s 4,500 

Cumber; 1,30(^000 feet 9*400 

Baf and cast iron 2O0 tons I P.ooo 




ANNl 


liAnS^d 


And/ value of b« ^ 

bOiSs jbdilt' oe ‘adcbd. the vrbd^idid 
l«tbir|Sil.O(N> 

'/pnedittndred* bOatv are at presem 
l^in the coal trade— sixty of 
I itre,F8 hnih during rhc last suin- 
w«r. It is supposed that fifty or sixty 
•^tubra a^tUba added duiinu the next 

’ Mnoo, and n graal jnereasa of busi- 
nassU expected, 

$epimher ^One of the most va- 
htihlc merohatit mills in this state 
at tVorfc ' Havaiu ha the 9usque- 
haVuiai, helpnguM to *Mr, Ty<>oii, 
of Balthiiore,twitE' ali its oaments 
(parcoTarhirb was ff,000 bushels uf 
whea^) was desttoyad by fira» The 
boiUing of this milt cost more than 
IhO^O. It could maha ftp) barrels 
of ixMt in p day, . 

^ 1ilAMorACTnais.-^BeUsforehiifcb« 
ait serews for paper tnins* vafions et* 
tMei of cutlery and mirgical tnstni- 
nmntSt and beautiful carpets or floor 
dotbs,* ar»mada and supplied m <{uan- 
titiae at Yort:, Pennsylvania. 

A low. fellow by the name of PJhicfc, 
'ttbo b aleotrd*a colonel of niiHHo« in 
ordaf to bring conteuipt on that ser- 
fljce^ was cashiered end pronounced 
inpapabte of holding a commies on in 
tba militia tor 7 years. 

JVbtmnher.^^lfovxT Camim.— T he 
** fliiner's ipurnai** oMhiutes the trade 
of Mount Catijon, for the season just 
closed, at the aggregate valoe ot 
£83,487 dollars. 

The flannomstf, at tlieir new set- 
tlement neat Pittsburg, arc paying 
gmt attention to tbg breeding of 
, abaap and the manuCaciure of »o 
‘Upodi. They wtfi hava nearly 
. i#Eae«of land for sbeap-walks. 
dHtpntotha wool.eo 
mSkH, $12,000 wol ‘ 
owiiiemodohiinM 

dUjrofm ^ 

1741. wli«n St tfinjiided the nrhofb 




ftiSSti-i. 

mery, jand a pan os 

.,the 

catt'^d;^'.''n,9nbhni. .Li- 
^.timihcreaSddffom 151 ib'tOOfi. 
&c. ififoin, 78 to. 8349, 
. jliadelpliia stiH , mcreaties . rj^idly- 
The. product, .of her fuanioIgp^Hes, 
is;m:my;niHlt&anhiiany- 
:4^e.aninvefi^ of the labding ol 
W^>im Penot was recently colebmted 
at. Philadelphia. Thoma* Hi . Whar- 
ton, Esq. (fell verai}, the oratii(m>4;fbe 
society dined af' thsi .Masoa^''||afjh^ 
the vei)cri>Me judge ^tws^pibj^hg. 
Many disUi^uiitned iperimfit #are 
ptroseiit, as invited guastg^tdibng 
tbain several ioreigoarf. ' 

i>rcrm5ef^lsaac 0. Baroiri’d' was 
elected a seiiatprof iheU(ufiad.#nites 
for SIX years, Bmii the' .4tb df^^llBioti, 
1BS7, in ptefef'bf li|#.if*in^i|a7,*plliose 
time expifad. at that period. Two 
ballots wet^^e tdfceni and several candi 
dues wet 0 voted fot. 

list vote. Imhc I). Buinard 55, 
Samuel f). Jngbam .S8. Joseph Hemp- 
hill It,. James Buchanan 10, Wtlliaiii 
Fthrllay 10,. Ale.x.'inder AYabOn 5, 
George B. Porter 3, Tboihis Ser- 
geant I . 

4d vote, Isaac 11, Barnard 100. 
Samuel P' 1 1 , Jo-seph tieiup' 

hill 5, James BuchauaD 3, Thumu^> 

. A?dddrefis was delivered at iHii 
ladelphia, by Pcicr A. Brown, Kstj. 
to promote a geological and nimeralo- 
gical survey of the whole stale oi 
renn.sy|vania, tho pubUcation of a sc- 
riewif geological (n:ip.s^nd titefotma' 
m ^Htc and cniiuty g^lpgical 
and minoralogical r:olle<‘tions, stibtnit- 
I to a meeting of a n^tbei ofoiti' 
" at .the haU of tlm‘ Ffi^nkliln, In- 
dfiproved, #Uh*itie thtihks 
It is esttinated iha* 
of iiiakihg fbo Sill 

facts «>olh*ote(l foi 

ptftloni '^q eqiraving, prinUn* 
cost^jibotlt «6,p00 dollars. 
\^^;fivaes THri^ Siiiq, ofPetmsylva- 
office of, depoty s(' 
•^tary of state, yeMs, and 
y'^t at! f'fficient’offieeJr 



Jioaepil llitiwr spcj^jk* 

lir oiftM 

Alexander Mwariiffeaker^ 
nate of JPenb^ylvania— b^r ufianl" 
tn'oualy. ' ''' ‘-'i ‘ 

Ajwf/.—'l’he state of FednsyNanik 
fleclM* to act in concert- with the 
Haitimore tail roacf^ixanpanyi in carry- 
ing that w ork into liw^raHun; , 

A nuolhcr of in Lancaster 

ctmcty Juve turned their attention lo 
inn raisjiiy <il whitet ti ; driving othf rs, 
a Mr. Uolucr, ut Lawipoter, adVerti- 
sc.vM^gHrs made (roin to^ac. o raised on 
• his.farni ! 

PftNNSTLVA.NIA ‘MlJiltlA.— Relprn 
of tlie miiitie and volunteers of Penn- 
sylvania, for tbe year 1826 ; 

Governor and cutnmander in 
chief, 1 

Major generals, 10 

Brigadier generals, *32 

A djuttint general, 1 

'Slaff of gonoral otlicers, 162 

Infantry, (miliu:!,) including 
otficers, 

Volunteer cavalry, 


36,041 


C6 froojis, 
po.arfiltcry, 44 

l,y;Vd 

companies, 

Bo. infantry,2f)0 

2,289 

conifianics, 

Do. iillenicn,174 

16,158 

companies, 

10,816 


Grand lotnl 


80,618 
167, 770 


Orders were re« eived ai Pittsburgh 
for the iitaniifactnre of eight steam 
engines of Uveniy-orie horse power, 
designed expressly for woolletw. 

FAeMKRe* ANoMKCiiAnnce’ Mert- 
i»G.— A inceiiiigof the Peniuiylvania 
-society for the^pruiiuiUDn of nittOtlfec- 
tures and the mechanic artfi, wait held 
on the I4tli May. Ghaites fiigcraoll, 
PiNtp presided; and Rjli^Wnod Fitiher, 
was appointed sce^emryi ; , Tl^e de- 
pressed state of the wotilleii 
tore, tkiMl of the market for \vbol,'>erc 
the discussion. 

^ JptMi these subjects, of 
ce^iderable length, was read; and 
.the following res^utions adopted : 


tilri^>nd the nnichaiwkl^ _ 
estiy 'fcall on the fariiiersi; iiiiii _, , . 
tubers, and. the rrieiHlsi»i^(^OTaiM>||- 
e».<^ industry,, in hold Wyentjoiii|;|a . 
their respec tive states, as early as eon^. 
vetiient ill the month; of June next/ 
to (ippoiiit at least dve delegdieeXrCm 
each stale, to^neet in fipeheiaf cenVen- 
lion at Hariisburg, Peit|^sylvatiia, on 

(iie M\i day of JiilVitadeliberate oft 

what meii litres ajte proper to be ^kep^ 
in the present posture of iheiv Af- 
fairs 

Htsolvfii 1?liai ibe farmers ai^jtgr 
mitacturcrs, and the ft tends of |prm- 
iiig end niaiiiiRkcttKes Ut the several 
conntiies of th» stgte, be request^ to 
appoint rieiegn^ti^ to attend g meeting 
of a state convention, to be helditt 
H'Arrishurg, oiv Wednesday, thq STth 
of Jnoe next, to take into copsidera- 
tiuii the p^sent state of thewoblgronv- 
itig and piopt manufacturing interests, 
and .such other inanufactMres as may 
retjuire encouragement, and to ap- 
point delegates to attenrl a .genetui 
convention, for these purfosi^s, to be 
held at narrlduirg, on the 3Q(fa .of 
July next, • 

Various meetings, 'were htdd in thn 
dilTerent counik'S of the state dntiiig. 
this month, to devise 4nean$ wtUe 
protection of home prot^uctiomi;* and 
best .secure- the encouragenieut and 
rsiabhshintMit of home consumption 
«r a eWnt'stix! tnurki t. At tiiese meet- 
ings, riclegates werr* appointed to the 
H^irisburg convention, and various 
resolutions panned, and commiitees 
appointed to aid in obtaining accurate 
information as to the condition of ma- 
Oufactures thtnughoul the state. The 
delegates were Charles ;J. IngersoH, 
Mwhew puirej, Charles Ruxton, 
Wdter Forward, Jonathan Roberts, 
Dg|ifd< ]il5Mg.pmery, Joseptt Patter- 
son . Jd|i^;.wlfitnei*, James Todd, 
WAllhta CHafe *D»vidl Townsend, 

• V. Mdclay. 

Atexkti^ lt«i(!,Xedwood Fisher. 

IW0.J a BiEtAmRK. 

OAiiiir,^Mx\ Charles Polk was 
elected governor, ami Mi. Lewis 
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M*Lane rc*elected nien))icr of con> 
gr^, The Allowing is the sratem^m 
of the votes at. this election : 

Governor, ileiuesentative. 

OishntK;.>i. //u ■ cr-i.. i/' /,«».•', .Vmtitjiu. 

Net^CasilelUbd l,lh] \MS 

Kent 1,214 

Sussex 2,20^: 1,274 

■ 4,;?j54 4,2il{j 4 , 1 :.:! iV.'.til 

Tlje Eunwnit bridge o\ti i!ie (. lic'.a- 
peakc and Delaware :it the 

Buck taVt'in, in Delaw Aie, v.as coin- 
pleted tijis nionlh. It is 2a5 long, 
flO feel above the bottom of the r-.mai, 
'rind has but one iircli. 

A/premher . — Daniel K»' 
ippoijjU'd bv the governor of tin* 

state, a senator in congress, inrplare 
of Mr. Van Djr ke, dece.as,*^. unit! tl<* 
nffeoting of the Irgwlatuie in Dela- 
ware. 

Jffutfan/.— The legislatutr of De- 
iawaie. on the Hth inst. clwtc'd Htm- 
ry M, Ridgely, Em|. Ij supply theta 
r;ancy in the stm.ne ol ilii- I'liiicd 
States, caused by flu- fle.iiii of* Mr. 
V^an Dyke; einl l.ewi;. e, 
the repitserttativc in rouijic^s. a sena- 
lor fopsix y-rars Uou\ the 4;lj of Mairli, 
!8i7, hj piri'M; of Mr. Clay ton. whose 
period of se»vi«;* will ihen expire. 'I he 
votes Here as follows: Jor D. M, 
Ridgely, tr, 'riioma.i (’oop' i, 1; 
Daniel Korlney, 2: .^.rriold N.-oul-iio, 
.2*;— blank, .“i ; and for L. .''Df/ane, 
20; T. ('Inyfon, r>; A. .Nandain, J ; 

James R. Rlark, I ; hlritik. 1. 

The whole of the Joan of ^dOO.yoO, 
asked fot-. *0 piusernte the t.’hrrsa- 
peal.<; an-l D^l.iwavo ifanal. was laki'n 
on 'rn>;s:l,iy, as sotm as the books 
were op'.ned ar. Chdadelphia. .< foo.si- 
derah!*! .Sfun heyfusd that ;«iiiount be- 
ing ofleri'd. 

June, 1827.--.Tnf. town of Wjl- 
mihgton. Delaw n* , is about tr/ be 
alTUndantly snpjflierl with the lure 
water of the, romantic Bianrlywinl. 
im.] .MARYLAND. \ 

SeptfViber^Th^hlk^’jf: of e)^r.frirs 

!ii«t at Annapolisjti the rtliJr./or the 
election of the i>f thr* ^tate■~4;9 

mi'ihber* were present. 


The following gctillcmru wereei^. 
cd . 

Eastkhn Shou?.. — Littleton J* 
Dennis,- SoineiNUl ; Edward Lloyd, 
Talbot; Irvine Spence, Wmcestei; 
Kinsey iJartiMin, Uucen Anne's; J. 
T. Ke';‘‘e, Kent ; William N\ hitcly, 
Caroline. 

VVi>'iKii.v S:a">tiK.-- C. S. Sewell, 
Hurfiml : \i. Juh'r^un, D.ilMmoie ; U. 
S. Heath. do, ; W. H. Marrum, Anne- 
Aiumlel; John NeNon, ^'|■o(l<.'ricK ; 
Dr. James Tiionris, Si. Mai v’s ; J. C. 
Ifeibeit, riiite • (M'oi;;,e*> : i>. b. For- 
rest, .Mniil::oii:ny ; ' Djiniel 5*prigg. 
\\ a^hi nylon. 

It i' nmavi-e/'; li.af, the elector.j.l 
rollf'gi* is . .Oi'po'i fi <4 two eh-ctoi*' 
fii.ni I ount) , niu' from the eify 'if 
it .itiiuotc, (;i'< troiii th(.' ('ilv <>{ 

.XiiiMpolls; only *)»)(• hiiW'ili jaii 0: 

{'•r.* j 'iwend tlioo.'in*: the ruembers ot 
tilt V n.ite is (joii.sfssed * v t(,** tity I'.f 
i{.innntiie, uhii-h eoiiliu.'-. ni t foui’i. 
of il j oj.rlaiii-n *4' oa ■ 

Tnr i J M ii \iii.r: C.m.i.om..- -T..! 
*• Ami'jii :!ti i'.iinii »’■ i4 'l.r JJd M.; 
'.ly',— •• 'I il :!ic ir. we ill lo j'litliiu. 
i!tr“.l d< 5 »M On ‘.tii’ li.irei-ood esliiti- 
fioin wliicil tin- l.r O bm.!. is alwav 
vrlt(i*4 il' an mtiii.ii i to the 

vi«m>rable (biiKfil, ol C.nf.'itoi), on 

Ills hiitii-d'iy . Tit ii*- ol flr'r re- 
rnru'tl on \Vn!i:«s‘h\ ioi. 'hr .Jmii 
ins! unen, in Ion- licii 'i and spiiits, 
In’ ieeeivf*d tin- Iu.m. i ji ;i lo . tiinaiioijs 
o| i*;-' lanni} .md at |,i> lo.iitiM 

on El! inEe. I> v. .-n pighP I'i-iKlvno; 
to M r i|i»‘ last 'lurn iiii: *4 i|.t' 

I)»-i !:'|.nj!.li ol' Il’iI' pfM'b f I r 
loio })!> niridhth \'.o. '•(di • slobiinti: 
’*it4jlfof4« t .1 iiiodol <4 1 h j^aut miinner.v, 
silefi a liappv t \.iiop!i' ol i lu eilnlne>s 
ami iiilelb'ftM.il m liin iinuir, erect ami 
:^prythfly as anv of the party; left, as 
it would seem, by Providelifc, toinrnl 
cate by their vitifAc Irnits the ineMinia 
bh* value of temperance, rleanliiii s'-, 
regnlarily in diet, and lioddy and ndi 
^lUiis rxeinisfis, and ;i wise povein 
irient of all the gro.sser pasmons. He 
plunges into his linie.stone spring bath 
everr^imniting btd'ore Aimnse, amt stili 
rille^ on horsehnek with i}lea.«nre, r* 
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,i/ti V. A large poit^ori of the 

.lay is devoted to reading, llaving re- 
ceived at *St. Oniers llie best classical 
{Miacatinii, he l»as always retained his 
jfustialiiy for l.aiisi and French Itiera* 
tme.” 

OcloVr, --Tin' siMiat.' 'll Murvl.ind 
/. fiiiMjiO'< d**l' \',f riMMiih! I-, and pi 
iioMse of' lirii id fin-— onl*l U'*. s.i 

the last sntatf- iiid^rtcni) ■ ighl oi 
l isl h ‘n'*e iiwni.* ui-ajj))oj«!(c.J, ni ic 

A cufio'is case, iji v. Iii< h tlie anrient 
’iif’ory of h -i'hdioii of jM.iry lain! in 
rt’iuliori to iiogroos, nlii' ii considried 
■iiieni id! as slaves, and snhi' ei to eoi po- 
ral pnnishnn.'in,'* ‘.ts called iu’tjtksjioii, 
'(.‘C.uired in italiinioie. A white man 
iiiid undiMialu’ii to inflioi pei >«»;>, d 1*11- 
TiisdiiioMit on a Idat'k ss<>|||;vn> tHd ids 
si tve, h'lt vlio was not contint to hear 
ir long, and tiitned upon liiiit ami ch.p- 
*iscd |;iin for heating lier. I’ur This 
HTe w^'.s huaidM hef re a maji'ir.di’, 
i:,:;ti i an oid law nhich aidnoi iZr^ 
■. i'n-in't ofieni-i* in a i)l tck. 

fdi fendin , aii.i or In tM It to iidMii.' 
...i,-!: the ass'inii .on! i-aUmy of a ahh* 
;.iMson. llni tin* . as,- \sas di<uoss.-ii. 

inti f. ■ 'Mo.' <001 of f.oU 

} ifs has lii'i'M K'.'fivi'.! I.y the slatt' ot 
iM.irvl.ind I'loin ilo' 'irMteia! pjveii)- 
iijen!, f’oi- nj;l“i.i .>< ui(*<s iluiing the 
i.de war, uliii'n i> i!i< 1 ist j\Hyiueiif of 
iiMin-y line on that acrmiirt- 
• M \ii 1 1. V -i! I.N-rn 0 i V, - -The fir.st 
.'\liihit of III!' ) 5 in(!in Is i»f a'oinrstic in- 
iiisuy, ninlei l■}Mrlll■ of liiis new and 
•. .dnahh' t -'ahlishineri'. took place at 
die hall III South Mil oil's >:»ei l,on the 
1 4 th, Kdli .tml Ititli ins'.s. 'Mie varie- 
ty :rtid I .xrt'llenci' of tin- nrtieles ejAt- 
hiled, pleased .Old "Uiprised every one, 
ailhongh the nitisi-% and woikuieu were 
not allowed fill) nine to pirpare thein- 
selves, and the priifeiplcs of the insti- 
'olioM were not fuliv iinilerslond, 

Ainonc; the aiMeles werei*-chfmical 
on paiMtions, eloihs, ('»s»imcres and 
satinets, vuioiis sorts of rofton goods 
i:ul e.ai'peiinii. saddles and harii'*?s 
leather of dillWeut kinds, currying 
knives, lire hi ick. paper and •papei 
hitngingii, :irtie.les of iron waie and 
•Msting.s, side boards, i.ddes, pi,inos. 
\ viYtof. .||,t earthei) vai*' e^o'■e^ 


iace, silkf worsted, straw hoinicfs and 
plaitings, oil-doths anil carpet »,sboire}s 
and spades, and mah) other ibines, 
most of wbieh were of superior worV 
nianship, (pudity.or beauty. 

By u census leeentlf taken, it i* 
shown that I lie whole iiiiinber of offi- 
eOfs >iii vii h);' !.r the fannius and gal- 
lant A/.'' .i.i/it! tint. i> onh fviilileeil. 

Ih I', niht r. — Li.oisl.vi CiiK.-The Ic: 
gki.itnie of M:ir)l'jnd*nitt at Annapo- 
lis on ihe 'g'jiliitl antes W., 4 J'i;i.i|luh, of 
Bahiiiiore eouniy, was elected speak- 
er «.f the him^ijjof delfgiites; Edward 
Lloyd eiccied jffesideiit of the senate 
by an unanitmms vote. 

A resointinn passed both houses, on 
ifioiion of .Mr. Tyson of Bultimore, 
iluti tkc govcrtioi'sthaiv inf lie counfi! 
ciiiiinbfr, tiie ihiur .of the president of 

ihe senate, and of tile .speaker of the 
house, .shall he sinoiided in black, for 
tiu* rciiiaimit-r of tin* svsiiioa. as ri 
fiilaito of respect to ilie memory of 
•Adams Hud dtr-dVrson. 

i;;-27.|— Jmt«a<v;, — Joseph Kent was; 
r*' { iecteii (ioveritor. vi ith only f.ru dis 
M'utiinj; votes. 

The message of (itnenw'r Item wa* 
lecrived vs ith ntueh ?; piol>atio*». A 
great poi ii>M» of thi.s \ aiioihle ilyi ument 
wasdevoti'd to llie y^.icct of internal 
improvcmeiii, foi tiie|'iinriple's6fwhich 
(lovcrr.or K. is a vv.irisi advocate. 

(icueial Ijamiiel cJmiili vv.is re-elec- 
ted a member of the M’naie of the 
States, for fiv years fioin the -Ith cU 
Much. la-g;. Thcie \\as\cry little 
opiptsition to- (icn. S.. he having 7:1 
votcf* out of t'd. 

Morr/i, — .An*:K:t pasfa'd tiie lenisla 
tnre, appropriating one !lu>u*aiui loL 
lavs unimaliv to the objects of the co 
Ionization society, to wit, the tramspov 
ami comfort of sue h free persons 
of colour as shall volimiai ily emigrate 
to .-ifrica, tV:e. It passed the house of 
dellgaies by a birge majoriiy, and tho 
seiate B to '^tv 

^r\ law raise was tried in Baltmioic 
wjiieh^ exenrnt ^nsiderahle interest, 
Hs it ingoVe^ the qAesItpn of the consti- 
tulionalitv of a law 'd’tbc >t.ue, which 
leqnitcd i»T»poiters«ffmPtgn merchan-^ 
ilise, sftid other wholc.sale venders, to 
faU** oyr bcmufcs <*’ sr!!, tp- 
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which fifty dollai s was exacted. This 
causes Alexander Brown and others 
vs. the state of iMarylaitd — was aijgiied 
bafoK the supri'inc conit of tlie V. 
States, by Mr. Mcrcrlith for the hier* 
chants, and by Mcssk. Yancey and R. 
Johnson for the state. ' The decision 
of thecourt was, that tlie law w.is un- 
constitutional and void. 

A bill cfiaiHeriog the Baltimore and 
Ohio rail roaif association, p.t'-MMl the 
Legislature on the lOtli. A bill foi- 
the general proitH)tiun of internal ini' 
provement also became a law on that 
day. Xt gives |$a00,lfco to the Chesa- 
peake and Ohio canal, on the rondi- 
lion^of congress subscribing ftn lo,0Ot) 
shares. It gives the like stiiii of SfiUO,' . 
000 to the Susquekatmth can(i/, pio- 

SOUTIIERN 

i8-i6.] VIRGINIA. 

jSeptemher.— The university of'Vii- 
ginia has at present about 170 stn* 
dcm» Within iis walls. It ihe law lee- 
tures had commenced with the pii.*- 
sent session, it is calcnl Med that the 
nuubef wfiuhniave increased to .it 
le^t*ii00. Tliere are "tmicnls fiom 
all thetstates south of the lulav^aie , 
two from New' «Vorl<. 'I lie arciiitecrs 
are going oii with the anutoiiiical hall, 
and .tite rotunda. Of the latter, the 
library and the portico arc rapidly 
advancing. The luli.ui capitals to 
the roluiiuis of the portico, are <d' the 
purest marble, and of the most tie.iii' 
tiful workmansliip. The I'acuhy (^ave 
estahiished a dispensary, to be attach- 
ed to the medical school, and lu be 
attended three limes in tin? week by 
the professor of medicine and liUstii* 
dents. ■ ' 

,Al the superior court of l.iw 
Kanhawa coontv, Judge Siinii|ieis 
presiding, four bills of indicftfient 
were relurnfcl by the grand pnry 
against John and' Matliuw Ktntaid, 

• FifisffV. * 

Ukhimid M,254* 

Maiyflester f.tii | 

Petersburg 5,860 

Lynchimrg 14 ,HI 7 

Farinvi! 2.660 


vided 8000 shares should he first sui.' 
scribed by honafide subscribers. 

The culture of tjlotton has but of late 
been com'nienced in Maryland, and u 
has succeeded beyond expeciaiioii. 
Dr. Muse had last season .40 acres 
sown with this .nticle in Dmcheslei 
county. It was all nplar-.ls. and vicld- 
ed one tfiitd cle.tn colion, whrrcas one; 
fourth IS the usn'^ piopotiiim in the 
sutiihern states. \'he ciilinre has abso 
been .successfully conmienced in North • 
hampton county. V'iiginia 

'luh were iln* ravages ot 
the Dessian lly in the vicinity of Ha- 
gerstown, iliui most of the furineTs had 
plouglied up theii wheat fields, ami 
planted iheni with corn. 


STATES. 

tor the burning of Ganiev bridgt. 
'riie two first indict ineiMs ch.ughif, 
tlniso individiiiils wrb li brny, wer- 
set asiile by ihe loutt, mi ihe gitmiid 

that, fium tile omi-son of the legis- 
l.itinc, the burning ot a briiige wu?; 
not a fclonj, citbfi b^ tlio si.itnle or 
coinnmn law. On the iodictimMit- 
for misdemeanor, ninicr i!»>- statute of 
Virginia, ilrev wen* tiled stm) a ver- 
dict of 54,000 flaniaues was found 
against each of the d. trinlanl'.. 

Some easc^ t»f -.•■Ihov fi n i, wbirb 
terminated fatallv, ot-i.inked at iNor 
folk. 

Of/oter.'— Particles of gold havi 
been picked up, perfecllv ficeofalloy, 
on the land of (.'ulmnd i ewis, neai 
Lynehbtifg. It is a eomiuon occur* 
r^mee, after a rain, to see, it scattered 
over the Huil. 

Virginia Tobai eo.— -The Lynch- 
hiifg Virginian, of the I 4 fh insi. gives 
thef fullowitig comparison of the prin- 
cipal inspections of tobaeco ih Vir- 
gima. ending tiiu l st October, ] 820 . 


and \m. 


•Rnfoied. 

On Itand. 

8,041 

. 11,552 exact. 

644 

85 ” 

2,067 

1,505 ” 

1,051 

700 

LrWS 

400 ncJirh 



SOUTHERN STATES. 





Passed. 

Refused. 

On hand. 

Kichiriond 

8,t;69 

3,970 

9,860 exact. 

Manchester 


380 

"34 ” 

I'cicisbing 

1,479 

l,48« 

1,649 


l.ynchliurg 

n,9tm 

3,7;tb ’» 

i'aniivil 

1M90 

B&O 

. 7U0 nearly. 

• 


8.337 



Tobacco ex(»<>ri»^J from ^'ir^inia, froin October Isl, !};**&, to October 1st, 
hlios/ 

It isi su(i|)oMi(l. however, tiint the rrojiof was no* larger than that of 
f«it5— a gM-rt rlral iioi u;i having been brouiihi t<> market. 


/Jccemftfr.- Tlie Vir jiini.i house of 
'Jelegytes passed a resohiliun favoura- 
ble to the calling of a convciiiiou to 
revise the consliiuiion of the state ; the 
vole was lod to 98. The lOd in fa- 
vour of the resolulion were ifclegytes 
from counties containing one fifth 
more of the poputaliori than the 98. 
The proportion would have been tniich 
larger, li:;d only the free whi»e popii- 
jiTrton been tepre^ente(| in the inhle. 

\V,d7,]’-J(niii trii—‘\ hill,was hioUjiht 
into Iho Ic.-i-i niire of Viiiiinia, u*re. 
!iev« ii Mr. I,;. ncli from the paunent 
'if taxes. Mr. I. is the fathei of .S4 
iegiiimatc childien, of whom 'i7 ate 
now alive ‘-he has been iiiarried four 
>iine.s, and is now' a poor man. 

The cb‘Clion (d a I’micd Slates s<*. 
natirrtook place on ;)ic r2tii,Mr Ran- 
' dph’s lime expiring on the 4th of 
Mareli next A great degree of piih- 
lie. alieiition w a- drawn to the dcci.sion 
of litis ipiesfion, made impoilaiil hy 
the division of opinions existing as to 
the propriety or impiojuieiy of lire 
course taken hv Mr. R.indolph, in the 
seuaie's deh ti's of ihe previous year. 
The result was the election <»f .loliii 
Tyler, the novernor of V'iifii* 
Ilia, who receivtd llli votes, John 
Uiindolph 110, and there were two 
scattering, so that Mr Tyl^r, hav^rg :» 
majority of the whole, waft elected at 
the fii!*f hallo! Tliift election nines 
not sciun to have lurrictl tj]»<r|i considc- 
ratious excluviveiy comu' 4 '(ed willi the 
rwo piominent parties of the day*. 
Mr. Tyler was known m entemin 
opinions which have hren enmmon to 
many of the .statesmen of Virginia, 
upon some of the most impmiatit 


hranclies of onr national policy, and 
which have heen often expiessed and' 
maintained by Mr. Raudniph, so that 
in regyid to what hau* been called the 
Viigiitia rioctrmrs, there seenA to 
have l^ecn no di(lcrenc« of sentiment 
to rctommend the one in prefeience 
to the other. 

rMr Giles in the house of delegates, 
moved the foliowing resolutions : 

Hufcittfi, That a committee he ap- 
pointed to intpriie and icpori, whether 
or not. the exclusive jurisdictirm over 
ill! the terriluiy, pcr>rjns, and things, 
within the liiniix of this common- 
wcahh, was not stciired ^o Uie go* 
veinment of thi> .stAlf*by the cot^Mitu- 
lion rhercMif; ami whether | private 
piopeity wa.s or was^iol, hereby, se* 
nued to ifip owner, against the pow- 
er of the government, ^(l far, at least, 
th.ii.ihc ’lovcrnnicni l onld imt, right- 
fully, take private properly from the 
owner, and give it to anothei person, 
neiihei rendering public service. 

*yhai the coniiniiice be instiucted to 
iiu)iui.e and report, whether or not, any 
portion of this •exclusive jnrisdirtion 
overterritoi y. perv ns, and things, has 
since been gr.tnted to the genet al go- 
vormnenl by the con^tiiution of the 
J’niled Slates ; and, if so, to specify, 
paiticnlarly. e»ich, and every portion 
td uich inrisdinion, which may have 
beesi Migtunicd. 

'■'hyt. the etimnnilte hr particularly 
uwtnlcled to ibamre and report, wbe- 
flTer ally .powerjhas been granted to 
t^c geuflj^govr Ament to ' mlafe the 
right rfr private pnucrtt at it. s discre- 
tion ; and, more p}^^i^ularly. to take 
private property fiow the owner, amt 
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give it to anollirr person, neither ren* 
dering public service. 

That the cwimniilee he instructed to 
ioq'iire an I rep t*. >v!irtiierthi‘ sevcr d 
laws p.tsse I hv tlie genci'.il {rovern- 
ment, i'oi ihi: piirpu'f ul' inieiini ttn- 
proveini-ni'. <lu mil oi iiivolvc a 

jiU|s.lirli'»n ovs^f ilu; toiii'iirv ■aiPiiii 

tins lievui.j ju- 

to that j^ovt-niiiieiil, speulird ni i.'ie 
coDStiUiuun of the IJiiilui! Slate*'. 

That the coniinitiee be paitieuinrjy 
instructed lo inquire and report, wlu*- 
tlier the law, generally called the tarifi' 
law, docs nut violate the rights of pri- 
vate property, by taking it from it** 
owner, and giving it to uiothorpeison, 
neither rendering puhiic service. 

That the coinniitiee be partioul.iriy 
in<<tructed to idquirc an.l report, whe- 
ther, under the npemtions of the said 
tar<lf law, a po'rtion of the proceeds 
of the Ub-Mir of the inhabitjinls of this 
com iioiiwe illli i-s not tran^feired to 
other parts of the (Jolted States, in 
violiitiun of tiie two great principles 
upon which ihc ronstinuioiv of the 
United, Slates is fonodf'd, to wit : ge- 
nerality and equality ; and, if »o, to 
report, as far as practicable, the 
amutin\ or the v ilue rjf such proceeds, 
thus frauslerreil. 

If ^lie coin'niifofi shooli' fio.d all or 
any of tiiese unaufli-irize'l asvunp- 
tions of pinvnr, on tiie part of the ge- 
iierai government— then, that the 
comniiltee ho, also, instiotfed to re- 
port snch me )-MiCs, for the adoption 
of the general asstoably, as they r.liall 
think wil! most ellVcurdly tend to :tr- 
■tesl these iisurpaiio'is : to stay the 
hand of avarice and despodsm ; to 
rcin.stattf the goori people of tiiis com- 
monwealth in ai) their essential rights 
and liberties : and ihe govermnefit 
thereof, in all the rights granted 
and secured to it by the fnnd.rm(!fnta! 
laws. 

Mr. Giles ‘supported these resbfu- 
tions at considerably Ictigtir 
committee »ppoii](Sd, subsequently 
made a report, at^t'ompanieif' bit these 
resohiiions ; iffii first denying the 
power of the general govcrnmpiit to 
make internal improvements within 


the limits and jurisdiction ot tiie 
veral states — the second solemnly 
protesting against the right of thr- 
general govcMiinent to exorcise any 
pouer which s**rves to draw money 
i'limi rho loii.iiiiitiiii.s of Viiginia, into 
till* tre.i*»oi V (it ihi* (biit;-d .Staie.s, ex- 
cept for c.ii lying inio ^■ll■•c•t the grants 
ut puuci iii.ide^iii the ('<Oi<iiitiition ; 
and the thud jopiotnig agaiiiM th^ 
ciaiiri.or r\eii;ise of aov |.•o^\r■l what- 
ever, on the p.irt of the general g'» 
vcriiiiient, to pi (Meet domestic inaiiu- 
fact tires. 

These resolnlions passed the house 
of delgatesilins— 

The first rcsohititm, 134 ayes and 47 
noes. 

Tim .second resolution, l.iP ayes 
and lines. 

The ihlrd resolution, 1152 ayes and 

fft OOPS, 

A debate of great l(.‘ngtli look pl£ife 
on an aniendm.'Ot pinpo-icl by these' 
natti to the preamhli*. .um), on a snh- 
.stiliiio offered by gcmtr.tl 'raylor, dis 
cli.ugitig the (iomiii tfei* fiom fiirlliCi 
I oiisidpralion of tin* Mihjecl, w hich w 
I eje cted. 

/VAriwr//.— William H. f*i!es was 
electivl governor ol \'ir<;inia in lliO 
place of Ml, Tvlor, elected a member 
of the -.cnao* of ilie 1.', .■■i.iics. The 
voles were, for Mi. Ht7, for Mi. 
i\clson C2. iiini f<n (^r•n. Klo\d .37 — 
ConMtlct.iblc debati,' look place in tin 
house of repicscMtutives on the nomi- 
nation of these geiitleinoM. and several 
leitcis fiom g('nei.il Ploul were read, 
ill whieii he e.xpiessed Iiin di.sinclina 
thm to he niMiiin.iieii. One of these 
lAvsirscunt’.iiucd liie. following remark- 
able passage : ‘*Th*‘ combi n it ions for 
elTccting tlie elevation of (ieneral 
Jarjtsoo, are ne.arly romplete. and I 
wish to remain in Congress until they 
are camiplntn !'* 

A ptihliri dinner was given to gen 
era) Floyd on the S^d; Mr. Gih’s was 
•invited, bnf was prevented fiom at- 
tending by indisposition. A toast 
complimentary to geimr.'ii Floyd hav- 
ing beep given, he addressed the com 
pjiiy at coiisidernbln Irngih, and ex 
pressed liiMJ*iplf at large tpion the 
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it-. V 01 »(n* r.istioiiul iKlmhiiMra* 
•Ml. lie Uie «ftnMal po- 

.MiuiH iit ol' iiroj^iessivT eiilarj'Humt 
of iis powers, (ending, inevit.ibljr lo 
coiH'oliditiiori ami fli*''pi»ii.'»io. 
jollovunp I'ias'itge i> imji.Iu ol b< ir.^ 
\\lracuvl: — 

“ liu*. Illtir*!' a (lu t'lMi!! piOsjiics 
MtMceived ili»oii).;li (Iw d.ok timid iir.it 
serins lo ti.mj; over (I:.: Liiio.i, jdoil'i- 
eC'd by ilit- daring [..i:ii I'l jai'.wr, 
u'hitli iIm' pie-'idiMi! ii.'a :<■- eoHi/j/zo- 
Hons fuive Im /i Joum n, mtJ t.n Ji/fin- 
htfT^ u'lui'li rill u'luil /Ae yotvn ft nu 
flioSi huiiilitso unu'tnl!, !} lo huhi it, 't* 
•’uu.H' it is mi'd to tthri- n'l the riiihtf 
!>J the ift'ilty, mil/ iht (thill If oj th*‘ 

pfhplt. "I i;eM' lU" dll ro.ililiusis 
daiillC [iolill« l lll■^ hu> tin tnms 

‘if fffidl slnt' Si wliu kno'v ifn if n^bis 

Mild rtill pifUftl fi'i'iii aittl toe.'/i/od' 
lions of iht' I'loi Ir thi lusi Ins, m ho aie 
detei'MdiK d !<• laivi; (be idaUoi into 
■fufr o\t M ii !'i! N. -Mil 11(0 t a I*. I '•ui. lit 
i'lr iliei.i'-i'ii I '•'!»■< d ill b«* lilt ('■i /i.»> 

Dili wiii ' ! '1.1 !r ' 

Junr.--\iM \ ii ii , 'I'l- ' i IV..V i . 

— i* .,v !,i ..■!} .,»i i - 

siiiy ol’ iiiiicf iMai' i!< c, 0 / j>;t 'ioii »o ti e 

rvjircMMiatii ot C i|'r, jolm Hitelue, 

and M 'j Am o' a Iliiid'O 
.ilTh’ci^ of (lie .inuy ulnt hdl in b.illlr 
diiriii;; 5 be »«i of IM-', ihc iwojiU 
*Mti;d ii) (* <!ii U ll*i' li-.;isialnUM,r 
Vii;;ini,i. Tin* I'l'M'otaiio.o was !)>• 
;!ie ^overno! of llo' >l.i(c, at the eapitul, 
Ki' liiiio.id. lo 'r liiifiti--, K-iti iiN (ln« 
rcpiesniial: v»' ol tin' fi!'-i..ind lo I'Jiiljp 
\. i\ii'!io!.i’‘, r. '(j .l^ the n*|ii» '■oida- 
tivc of I la\ id liilinlt‘^. 1 '. fj. (Im- m' lirst 
of kin lit ibe sn-mn! : iiin) u.in a* i*o)n- 
paiina) by ajipiopri.ile addi(’s'‘e> anti 
i'eplies. 

^■htirvst . — '!’|in <■ nuMi nanifd Ijiace, 
Whipplr and IKMubT'ain, ha\ini suspi* 
'-ion (bat ;« lU'i'io iiiaii, (uiin«‘d hfiac 
Ki'cd, bad stolen nionev from ike for- 
niMr, iidlifted npon liiiii a severe Oo"- 
lina with n row-bjde, and having miV 
jHiinlfd him lo tiiebeaniMkf the house, 
^nllVriiij; hi> toes only tu loneli tint* 
ihior, left liim to rthnain in lliat. 
fitiiation. Uoturn'nig some (imoafter 
'o diseovor what their eriieltv 
nil wioiijrln npoii him, tlie.v fmmd 


N'lac dead. A loioiier's imiiifsi in- 
spec-led the hoily, and irndeied a ver- 
iJiei that (he (ift eased h.*d coine to his 
dt'alli by tbe it.imisol (iiuec, Whipple, 
and iienii»-i’'Oii, wi.o wup appi»*hend- 
I'd with ■'onn ddfi. hM'. and luf.^cd in 
ini, all bill la’ 11 \(;i\ piopedy re- 
iiiS(d. n^riv; It ■beii iit.il hi-lore a eall- 
*-d «oiii» (ij 11 1* (oiini; (.f lleiuico. 

'I he i'»d of (he > »diMds vras di- 
M ..a.di- t in eoio* fpiPiice of 
fi:e ii 'f oii'i s (.1 an old i.a'lii.onf m the 

nniCld'iMobr d. wiio I'll* sHt lip as con- 

jitier, and who wioi coi. suited hv (iuce 
on (lit Ol easion. The n omy was 
affera.ods loiind. and the innocence 
ol ‘fit nniiapio vn Min e'tab i'hed. 

A eaj t.on (\jjiei of llirt'ii o:ul, or- 
(h'M*d a,M** vanl to l..ke a negro boy, 
v'l.o had (itjiie sometbiii' that rii'^plca- 
.'•difnn. ptit ri u>i)e loosely rourid his 
u» i k and '•iispend him t<i tlje redm*' of 
a smoke bon'‘e, seMiii-ji him in a chair 
and tying hi<i h inds and ivel : ilits (he 
seiv.iiit peifonned, Soi.ieliipe after 
die sn.oS.e bouse was M'iied by Ciipt. 
t ’aiii'i wiii, ,-n iiifi'idoin i.f it le^sirri 

li;e onViute'. Im! I • w.i*!.tyol,d lele.ise, 

a^ l»i‘ bad ()i .'d se\.-< ii. ifudes* 

tbid-j .NClK'll! rAfiOl.I.NA., 

Stfin r-r>. i \ — .V juiiiioii ihf| leen 
jnesetiiei lo (' e g tvnni. praying 
Inm to c.dl the t niMn ii of slide K'ge- 
ib( 1, and advi-e wsdi tie ni ontli^ pio- 
piietyid’ l•»\iin. an einhin Ill older 
to pievenl pioUsimis ot exeiy kind 
fioiii being t‘\ polled fioin (lie slate, 
•biiin" tisi.* j)i-isi,:i .ti’d ui-ning sea- 
"O.-Sj This iie.-Mie lad i:s tise in 
the gti-at seairiu oi p o*iMons ex- 
j-.:*riencc!l in NoMi Caotl’in. 

OetoUr . — A reu j^idd n':ne, Jen 
ini'c.' hiuhei np the ^ adkm, has been 
di'seou-iul in ^ollh Canj.in.i. One 
l^top, Weigh ing ten l enny' (igii's, has 
been foetid, ami 12 to lli penny- 
wi'ii^its a hand, it is said, liavi: been, 
Himi-tiaus^ found per dai. 

. Tho “ gold region” in Noiili Taro- 
liiti) iinpears to exlend o\* r a laige 
tr.^cl df countiyrjUid tin- de'ire to 
hunt Y.iectoo' inrt.il, to he in- 
evcasiii}*. It is fmm k.«i' "h' dl parti- 
cles, iiiib ddeii in feinignions clay ; 
and a hnslud of earth yields iin ave- 
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rage ot' about a grain and a half of 
Bat the washing, and othei la- 
bor .'to separate ir, is tedious and tuil- 
SiO^liiGik 

A new system is proposed for work- 
iingthegold mines l)> si am. An en- 
gine has been pnx ini'd, and is lo be 
put ilt operalion at (’luslnilin's in ne. 

Ntflftnubcr . — A tienu'iKtiius hurri- 
cane swept 'over tlic roiiimy .liioni 
twenty-five mile-s above .Sali'^burv, in 
nearly an ea-terly diuunon, on ilie 
20th. The cumMU of »^iMil wa- lOn 
yards in and in itslonive ii 

swept every thing fom rii • lace o. 
the earth ; .surh being ils n'siMlcNs 
fury, that ihe lar.;esi oaks wme up- 
rooted, and the heaviest loi ks disen- 
gaged from their .bod^, and home 
away. The large dwelling, kitchens, 
smoke houses, negro honses, ami a 
great nmniier of oilier otii houses, 
With nil their ctmienis. beiongiuu to 

Samuel Jones, Bsij near the Yad- 
kin river, were swepi fjom tiie 
ground, and sc.diered iiUo ,i tlion- 
sand atoms, fur iniie.s aroond r!»' 
country. Two neuroes were killtil. 
All tti£ biA)din^;;s of ^|r. Jacob Hoo- 
‘ ver 'were also iwept away, ami his 
datiglAcr, igod 11 yeais, kdlml. It 
is said thai tiinbei's. twelve imhes 
sqiiafe, were carried three miles, 
and some we-irim/ apparel was found 
seven miles fiom the pla* e wlieoern 
was taken. Tlie finest tlir»mgj'. wjdrh 
the hiirricaii passed, was levelled to 
the ground. 

18-27. j — Aftril. — \ew veins oCgoid 
ore have been dtscov'ereil in ^lecktin- 
burgh louoty, whicii arc said hi be 
vt‘iy rich. Those who have w .rkrd 
them, have been well rompeiisuted.; 
one crjinpany having obtained GUU pen- 
nyweights in ihrec weeks • 

Three rhousand Holla s was given by 
(he yearly meeting of the sociifiy of 
Priends, forth»t purpose uf conveying 
certain people «if Colour from North* -a- 
roJine. 'rhese people are not fretsdnit 
the propet ly of th^odeiy in the sfgfc, 
tile law > of the slate not ptlt^ktipg tho 
fermai onMiioifation of them The 
society has long beeii in much dilTi- 
cnlty on this account, and anxibuslv 


desired to remove it. Sevco.ii 
of these bl’icksliavc been !<ent to dif 
ferent places, that they might be frn' ; 
a considerable number, however, still 
remain a bnrilien on the so. iciy^ held 
ie.s|ionsibie foi liivir conduct, and yet 
inc.iptble, .tceordiiig to t.s own disci- 
pline, to rcgiird them a.s slaves. . 

.dwyi/.i/. — It is assmieil that' the 
inemeciN of rbeieornp iny forrnffd to 
woik fill’ ii.uil miites ot Noiin Oiro- 

<iiM, have iliv; 'I'.l, r.'ch S *.G‘*n. 

IC 20 .I r i ii r ItOLINA. 

St-fihmhfr. -Tilt- rjjiiiiinlHliiMi ha.s 
been ina.i* , di.it ihe temporary emi- 
graiion of soiitberit eili/ens to the 
11(11 til dtnin^ till' siinmier months of 
each sabieets t'h.ulestoii alone 
to a lo..s of ^fiOO.OIlO, It is said 
that l.'iniriesion i.s decreasing in ex- 
tent. 

All elogani map of Smi h Carolina 
HMs lately piibliOietl, wliiehcost Hit 

stale the Mini of ,ShU,oii 0 *' 

Ocfoher . — .•\n and il-KlI'iig asso- 
ei.O'oii ii IS 1)1 en foiitn >1 ,ii t’liarlf'ston. 
coiiMsfDig of citt/.en-* ol all relininu*. 
deimmin.iiiou''. At a ineelint; hcI i 
on tiie.Hii, a coniinitle*' was appointed, 
of w'iiicb bidi- pv Howo n .ind I'lngliind. 
and Judg>‘>; .loliusoii and Lee, were 
nieiiibers, to fi.iine a eonsiitulion. 
(»enei.il I'uickuey v^.l^ elerred pre 
stdeiit, ami a .'t.n'.diii;: ( onitiuTlec o' 
nine appoi ted, of w i/n li Jnlinsoii 
is rlniirui III. A itn ne*. i.il io ibe ie- 
gisl.itnie vv:|^ oiilin d to I), di'a-.Hi ii|) 
by jiiduc'. J'llioMiji and Lie; and 

Uoeioi J iij:I,(od .ippMinied to deliver 
an address ,ii iln- neM iiieeiing JSv 
the oun.slitniioii ol tin- hm icty, every 
ittMiiber is boiiiel to ;;ivc iilliiiiniition 
of any conteni|)l.ited or iippoililcd 
duel uf which In* may liav« knoiv- 
le^ge, and u meeting of the conimit- 
ICe i« then t'» be sominoned, and 
measures are to l»e adopted to priivco! 
.Mich tliiel 

DcCTwfcer.— Willi.iin Smitli, former- 
ly of the seoao fmm llm^late ofSoiitli 
Ciiroliriu, has been rf'^dccfeil to lllp- 
ply the place (if the late Mr. ClMlhird- 
The* elect ion w«^a close 
judge Smith, 8 i(pjiMtgc Kti^, 81 
•Mr. II ■«rpcr '..it in the place of Mr 
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VT.uilar.l a prnf ol .m^smou, by- #;x- 

■ a()j)^iinniif'Ht. 

Th'* ot' of 

So'dji C.i oliii.ii Imvmih api'Ointfal i 

■'''liiiiotii-'- nil tint ji III '»t il’i*' 

oi tt>'- i*M u'liim M-l-, 

■ ill alli-' III!,. «il tin- i.«iiist(Hilioii 
I 'liijf.l S; iir^. >> 1 ) n In laUi li)i ••\i r 

f iiitu rn I'n ! Ml ;mi\ c. i iit , tli'* |inr. »•■ 

nf ■ III I'solrill. .If.- !.‘.niUHit- 

iifii i imi. !i ili llln'i.ilinii npiiii till- 
••Mtij'Ci. a-ivi-i! Ii'iw M ti'- Mi'rli-ijyrfl 
/'i.'ill il'. I'.Mtiiil '-illl ''ili-i ..iiMH, wliirii 
>■. a*, aiiic.'il f i, i)\ .Ml al'isnsi nnaii!- 
iMiJIlS Vijti-. 

J<umiirii, liliT. — A ' of l.-r» 
iiirinliftrs of l)ntii l)r-ancJ;:‘s of thf* It-- 
.^i-slatuiT of South Carnliisa. ( !«)» lep- 
nl;iliv»?-», ami souaior^.; »vas 
iirlil at Co1iiijUji;i, on tin* at 

''.iiich Ihc folioaitii; ursolution \nis 

passrri : 

fimfli'iti 'ni:i{ lilp M;ilG o( Snpth 
' ^olina vnli pji.irt (ierw'ral .hid-nr 
>s ill.' ii, \t prrsukMit "1 iln- 
1 i::l' 'I St (M-s. 

\ p'r liMi ii- ‘(I/I n‘s(||ntiri|;i finpi 

■ U. ■'^■lla!f■ a is hv lilt* sjuMlirr, 

. i piina iaiui.' tin- sii'ii nt ten (lKMi*.aiiii 
■li'iiais nf M\ pfi ('I 'll. sfocU. mlpoin- 
:»Mo in Ilf' vfar ti;;i(i. toilio li'aa! rep- 
irsfnt.iiiVcN t.jr ilii- !i‘-iiclU of tl»r 
•ii’iis n| 'I’tKiMis ,lMnK''n.\. On 
rile iiKitaiM III mil; }-:iI p.is^fd nn.i- 
MMinnsly, V. if' i.ai ,1 niinv voice. 

'I'li ■* Il .il iln- '.I Mate w’iiU near- 

ly 111'- s (iiif iMMMiiiiiiy. Mnclieiulm- 

ii'-in I 'll, i.i iia\r lin n felt In iln- 

liriiiti Is ..f i)ii- |)i)t|si. ,^1) till- p.»<.s.me 

>1 till- If sr.liitiniis. 'I'iu* \ IMS .Hid nays 
V. eri- (■.ille il Illl : luit only m\ pcMniiH 
:n^l• If) s(isi.itn 'll'- .-.ill, I,.; ! iluN nioV'r- 
iifiit M. IS hut »i|!ii s/i.'imt , .t.iti 

'llicr loki-iis nl fiis.iji|iriitiaiion. The 
lisi ‘i of M Vi'n mnnlin.s lipin|; re()ni- 
lod to finn.iml tin yi-a.s and the 
‘■p'-'ki-i -In j, Ol d t!, i! iiifly were not 
'l*‘M!.inilnl This ik-(’t:il4ti0n 
ct ivi fi ^iitli sliiinrs ,111(1 acrliimiitjoni*. 
Vf/// — _\ ni'iilc Iniiliie ha$. been 
ni.-i ri). (’on.;,Hi e, a} (‘olombta,* 
will'll- till, river is lloi) iVi'i nidetnnd 
'III- wntn risf's feel ahn\i. its lowest ’ 
level 1 Iicm* slin*- tin* r.M’ itnoss ot 

’h.>WOrli. 'P)„. .»hl,l,„f.hK .,„d 


are of "ranifc» llm snpc/.sii ncfiire ot 
wmimI, roornl aifl wcallierboardeil. 
The whole cost - 111 ! be about $80,000. 

Jtth /. — Tlf ie am now living in two 
adji)i«Hiiu heat rum Jinnies in York dis- 
Mici, i-i'ih een rcvolntifniary soldiers, 
orHlenn two w'eic (japlaius, and one 
.1 .s ' 1 lilt. All (-xcopt two, lived in 
r!i(- s.iHM- hulls (luring tlic revolutiona* 
\\ i_'_!e; and none oJ' them have 

. \i-i i|'|ili( 'I for a pen.sion. They are 
.'■.■•nn ‘lie .'U‘ s i)f sivty-two tn ninety 
vf.ii' .Mid live wiilnn fen miles of 

( a' ii niin i. 

'tsl . — A gold mint- lias been dis* 
roveri-t) in Union distriei, on the wri- 
ters nf 'I'yger river. 'I'he ore is said 
to he of such extent as to alford'em- 
plnvmeiit to liOD hands at good n ages 
•V sjn.r'ini'in of the gold has been pro - 
iiotioeed by Dr. Cooper, equal in pu 
rii v to any ho ever saw. - A company 
is pypectrti to be formcil to work the 
(lust. 

18 ^:fi.] GEORGIA. 

Septamher . — The surveys of the hnc 
Icrwucn Alabruna juid Georgia, and 
the r.inal through the l'licrnk(*eooun-- 
frv.aiL* going on wiiiuiut iiiterrpption. 
The coinuiissioni rs ha* e dfsagreed a.? 
t.i the fstablishincni nf thi- bouptfary ; 
hut those on the part of Gcorgm were 
contiiiufug tlifir survey of a line ac- 
('ordiu!' to tlicir (;;r/nstrur.lion of the 
com pa- 1 of 1802. 

Octofnr. — Tee Creek Indians di* 
rected the Genrgia smveyors to re- 
ire from their lands, until the period 
for their cession shall h.ive arrived. 
Snirib t}{ iho surveyors returned to 
Milledgcvillc. .They were kindly 
irc.itcd hv the Indians, w ho forbade 
the .'urveys, because they would in- 
terfere with their own pnv.ite con- 
CPI us. They would have permit* 
tt^l ^ running of the covntp lines, 
but opposed a more frequent passing 
ihrui4gh their country, until it should 
he given upi as stipulated by the 
trr.ity, 

TivAmk of Sy'sn.n.vh, &c.— Du 
riilk the. year ending thirtieth t«ep- 
icmber,* ihetc arrived in the dift'C' 
rrni ports of Genrjia, chiefly at 
S ivaiinah, .'iUo rr'«.r').<, f'f I'liic.l- 
fto 
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150 were ships, 01 brijrs, &.C*. Of rhe all the rest American. The ex pur? - 
whole, were British, and « Frenrli ; were as follows : 


For I'i ?/ioii#/js, Sfptmlnr ;'»o, 


Foreign, 

Colton— 

l/plaiuis. 

102,r»iti 

-bales. 

IslamL 

5.870 

Tierct's. 
Rice. 
-tit; 8 

Minis. 

Tobacco 

12,i 

Goastwihc. 


470 

15.477 

47 



6, .4 id 

11,4.05 

170 

Foreign, 

Same period last year. 
a:, 101 7,505 2,l.il 

11 

Coastwise, 

72,5^5 

261 

.O.nli] 

;> 

Total, 

129,026 

7.709 

7,:.it) 

14 


The whole valued at six millions eii;ht hunrlrrd liiothand dollars, be.-idc 
liiinher and other articles expoi ted ; and showing a considerable advance on 
(he business of the last year. 

The senate of Georgia fonsist«i of of undividnl profits, s?77,M17. The 
65 members, of wlniiu d4 are ion>idi*r* Plan'ers’ i^ank has in specie and spe* 
ed for Troup, .and .41 for Ghnk : ih** ( n- fi'iiiN, ^'(nc^ ill CirCU" 

house consists of I io ; 71 for Tionp, laimn, r.i.l, 1 1 .1 'I’i:.' Male bunk 

and 57 fur Clark. Majority in tlu* and hi.tiulM's li.iu in rinnlaiion 

.senate for Troup, 3 ; in the house, 14 ; ; in spiM l • ,unl specie linids, 

niakiii" on joint ballot, 17. Tin* D.ihui fimk has in 

Mr. !VI‘C:ill, of Georgia, is ciilliv: rm ui.ition. jti and in specie, 

ling tlie vine pretty extensively— and SI;iJ.'»!». 'riie lo s snstanied by this 
it is stated* he haspioved the fact, that bank at Daiief., j. slated al 5340.U00. 
one*apre of land uill >ield as many The .Manon biain h b.M 5lu,oi)0, and 
grape^as will produce lOn gallons oi the .Mdicdgt Mllt>, jfCn.iMM), out ol one 
wine — the clear profit of which iscsti- million ubn b nas loai eil ilirne. The 
mated at 160 dollars. president of liie b.ink ibinks that all 

The message of Governor Troup its notes, #.\( rpr ihosr m tbe in asiiry, 

adheres to the rights of tlie state, (amoimtinu to ^^;<ln,<lnu,} will be called 

which he has formerly maintained, in in bv the |sf Mart ii. 

every respect. But the language in The tieastni I'l icpint shows that 
which those rights arc assertnl, is far exprndilinr's of rlir past year have 
more model ale I liau that of his fthmer hefn i?.;ii;.l.#.; I.-I, and a b. lance is 
communic iiions. « reinainiug m ibe tnMsnrv of 

JVbi'eialKr. -• Kesoliilioiis were m- OI, u\' whicb jir, nn.noo is in Darnm 
troduced into ilie Imnse of rf prcscmf.t- rtfties. 

tives r>ri llie Tiii, recominending An* Mi i.i.kdoi \ im.k, Nov. 

drew J.icksoii as the next president r»f In tin* smiaie, u-sii rdav, the fol'ow- 
the United .States. inv resolutions were ie.nl and adopt- 

Dtcember.’-Ftnm bde reports to ed : 
the legislature of the state, it ap^jeiis “ Rtsulretf, That ilie eoinmiitee on 
that the hank of Augusta has notes the sia'e oflln ifpiibbc, he nisiriicted 
in circulation to the amount of to inquiie into the expiMliem v of fia- 
^288, 183, and spede in its vaulrf to •Itiing a eoniplainl to the house of iv 
the amount of 5a24.‘b2 18. ^^The rimttrf- presentaiivfs .of the (7nied Htnlcs, 
fnl debts are estirrialed at «|IIO,unO, agaipsi dn- president, fin not reiiioviiig 
;l»v4 had at jUT.'iflfi. AmoMni crdon^l .li-hn Crow«ll, the agent f"* 
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;'mo njuion, lieliiiviug Immmi soimcn so- 
fii'itcd to <lo si> In' tli'i ot' 

the state. 

“ And be it furlhcr ftHnli'iily That 
the same coiMimlitM- U* liJ'tnirli iJ to 
inquire iiiio ilie t ol (i tiuoi" 

'a coiDpl.iiiil lo tie* Ihm'i' of 
taiive<i 1)1 I oiu il St.jo-.. i^.iiii-t 
the piinKlciii. (ill iint .Ills'll-!.; ■nid 
trying d Ij loi t»u- ii'pcafed 

insults oil -I I'll to ilo- Kiilioi It!! s Ilf 
Geori'ia, .ililiuiijli tin- [iiI 'icIimiI ;uI- 
initfeil ill'.' iuMil'-* to li.n-- Ijm-ji uffcird 
hy ^eiieial ( i inirs 

Kl.•‘•olulloll' lioJii lii'nnii*'' 

'i( the h’:;isi.iijiH‘, the Mili'-t lue; of 
winrh coiivi v^ i n qoe-st, ih.il tin- |ii- 
sfideiit of till' I lit! I State'- i,»l\e j to- 
per *)te|)>, f(^r lidl'l i;; .i iie.itv ivtUi ihe 
C-lterokiM- liiilt Hi', till' ft »,f •; hi 'if 
slnll he fill' I'M m;, ishiiM ,u of < ir 
fitle lo laiiiK m tie* i.i.* .'i tJ.-..- 

.-ia. 

1 3 Q 7 . ]— JiotWi't/ 1 /. (i(niiO':( Ti' -ij I 

Mas (lerlmed a n eh-i lion i.iih-'oint : 
>f ehief tn.l^l^Il.^tl■ oi Mi. 

rors>th, iio-s a lejir *- ,*r thvr in • on- 
‘.;ress, iias heiMi ii-nii;n iieii ie, M'ltiiu 
liUimbei.i of Mie le.i-latuie .t- .i • .in It 
Jalt‘ to Mii ree.j iiiiii. 

The l«‘v hi uhn h i!i.- st lO- u.is 
• liviilerl iiilo (lislnelN ldi th** »le. iini 
of re)M'est‘iii.ilivi in i on.ii"--* !-ei u 

vrpe.ile'l, .111-1 ilif. s\ i!} l-e !>;, :•« 

j^esuT'-tl lieket. 

The .Kisof thel nf '(■•'.ion ol < I'eiii'. 
■^ia which i''i.jl)|i'.t!, .1 i h.i n I of pidilic 
works, aiiil liiiciinl llic -.iimv of rjie 
loiife fill .1 ccjiii.iJ iMii.tl, line 

hceii repc.ih'if 

l'\hniitrif — \s to tin’ ili'fiiile with 
'he (oeeks. till- Milh*'Lcvilli‘ .fo'.ini i! 
ol the :1(Ii1miI|. Il l' tile followin'^ - 

‘•(’ill. Iloli-I Ills leliiiiifii 'rile 
Little Priiwe, ue iinilci >1 ili-.l. ili- lows 
•iMV oflii-r iole inmi, in hn |)ioi-.-i-ilni*s 
Ml remnl |.| lijc MincMn-,. ih m meielv 
to protest auiiosl ilieii hn inj olV rise 
land he\oiiil ilie neii iie.uy Imi* luio 
lots, lie ilenic' h iviii'i -jivei^.iin onlcr 
■ .take away the eotnp.issi s, .md udi 
direct ihcm to hr icimneil toitlMvilh. 

After intirh coirespondcuee heiiv'^n 
Governor Ttonp and the Senet.ary ot 
War. relative to the Mirvcv of the.' In- 


dian lands on tin: ITtli an order 
wa^ published hy the Georgia execu- 
tive, diiectiir' all attorneys and suiici-* 
toiM OL-neial. m eiery insianee of ar- 
re.si of .1 snrvt.Moi, to take, legal inea- 
siiiesto hiing loju'tn.i*, by iiulietmeiit 
or ntlieiit ise, lie pnMcs I 'ineerned in 
the. am St. Ai.iitla-i mdi r dated, 

fluid (liinrlt os. Mill* il<rt rV/t, Fth. 17, 
was I'Mifd lo till* .M ij'os (ii’-ui lal id the 
dih .111(1 T:h ilnisiuiis of iioliti •, to hold 
111 ii'.idiiH '-s the ii 'iimciits of their di- 
ii'iniis to iipel .Ml) hosiiltj invasion 
oftii*- lern’in v ul Georgia. 

A letter *ia'- 'Mitten i.mi the -.ilst by 
(*ov. 'riiioji to the si-i-aioi- and icp- 
le-i ij itn* ' ii: r'liigifss, ill nliieh the 

I'oll-il’. 1,1/ ji l-S lUf' OC( IMS : 

“ > Oii Mc -It Iihciiv to slate to the 
I'ooiniU hi'ioif wlioiii mu lepteseni 
the loico-M and it'JU' I.f Ihij stile, 
..h.it 111- ii to .e|)s-.itfiil> n,pit.scnitlj 
to ti>e I'iC'i lilt hw.'.s! If. iImi the 

r ol tie i I) i" iii vei. -it any 
t'in*-. I'hJt jt lined llie idt, a of it'sortinj 
loiodniiy (.'III to ( wool- i .nt ini a- 
'•'III*' ot tl 0 juVeiiMoi i.i of the I ntied 
Silt.', hut on ill-' oi'i i'lon wlierc ir 
w.ifc lici oin! i- tt- 1 Ml heiK'iq. lon- 
seii-MlC, .M!.! iOlill!\. tO tacl llicc 

liiijii: ne hold dear, ih.iM nniesis^ingly 
to sidunil. t tn the l.ist ly lasion, when 
iinhio. I'l en ion was thic.ittned, the 
j-H ^id. lit w .is jiiompiiy and cindidly 
iul'oiiMcd ot iiiv II 'oliition til iiK-i'i that 
(Ol team in .t iMilnaiy hiajioci. );;u fui 
.1' .1 di icrinin niiM) a .ise\pie."-cd to te- 
SOS t to the md pioccss, ii was drcideii 
f-) lesoit to ih*’ like I'loct'ss to .siislaiu, 
.u’coiflins; to tlie l onstitniiOM and laws 
of the r. Slates, Snd the consinulion 
and l.iWMd’lhe sMte. the pnhlic olheers 
e.f Gioigia eiiu.iged Ml till' « xecntiou 
of their dnin s under the niders dircit- 
l\ of Its le/isl.iti\e and exrentive an- 
tiioi ities-- an ohiigaiion oiionr part, en- 
joined h\ the \ery s.inetion whn h the 
piesideni. tn his late message, refcis 
to. as heing p.iMinount to any hnmnu 
power, and (>f eonisp, equally inipei.i- 
•!i\e with ns .IS w iil^hiin." 

M.ijor John \V. Hunter ha^ been 
.appointefl by the war depaitment, at 
the reeoiuincnda'ion of the whole 
Geoi L'iit delegation, agent fur the .set- 
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tleinent of ibc claims of the militia of 
Georgia, for services rendereiJ during 
the years 1772, 1773, and 1774. 

March . — The teirilory lately ac- 
quired from the Creeks, is divided in- 
to the counties of Lee, Troup, Cowetj, 
und Carroll. 

i/une.«*A recent examination of the 
Savannah, Ogeechie and .'Matamahu 
canal, has coininccd the directors that 
it will be completed the. present sea- 
son. A boat has passed the lock be- 
yond the little Ogeechie. 

A dilTeiencu has arisen between the 
dommissioners of the U. States and 
the stale of Georgia, on rurming the 
boundary line between the latter and 
Florida, and their further piojiio.ss h.is 
been suspended by governor 'I’loiip. — 
Thomas Spalding, Esrp, cuiiimiosioner 
on the part of Georgia, ha.s returned to 
Darien, and Thomas Mann K.mdoiph, 
Esq., rummiasiuner on the pan of the 
United States, to Milletigeville. 

Mr. Ilubersham, the distri' i attorney 
of Georgia, resigned his st ition, as it 
appears by a letter of Ins piiblidi.-d in 
the Savannah Uepublican, becausj* he 
could not, accoiding to his xiews of 
rigirt and w rong, prficced a gains: tin; 
survey, ors of Georgia, trevpas-sing upon 
the Indian territory — as diiccied hy the 
general government to do. ll;s lesig- 
iiatidn was forthwith accepted, an<l a 
successor, .Mr. .McAllister, appoint- 
ed. 

The drawing of the Georgia lanri 
lottery was finished on the 2Bth. Hy 
this lottery, twenty-three thousand lots 
of (and, of two hnndred and two and 
a half acres each, cofriposing five coun- 
ties, have been distrihnted among the 
inhabitants of that state. Had tlie land 
been retained by the state as a fund f.ir 
public purpo.ses, and sohi at a doMar 
and a quarter per acre, the iniiiimnm 
price at which United States lands are 
sold, it would have produced the sum 
of55,82l,«75. 

By a statement published in the 
Miliedgeville Htat.sman, it appears' 
(hat 1,C7* revolutionary soldiers, ’:^7u 
widows of re);,olntionary soldiers, lit 
idiots and lunatics, and afiH illegiti- 
mates, have drawn pri/.es in the late 


land lottery. Total number of draw.s, 
70,15.3. 

The object of the lottery was to dis- 
tribute among the people of the state, 
the newly acipiired l.inds, which form 
five counties. These lands, for the 
purpose of distribution, weie surveyed 
into square lots, of 202^ acres 

each, making 4,firi7,0U4 acres. There 
Were besides a coii.sidciable niiinbcr 
of fractional sections, wiiicli, we be- 
lieve, .jre icsei Vfd to the slate. The 
whole termory aiitonnls to 1,829, 5!iI0 
ufies. 

July . — Tin* Creeks liave re.'>isted lltc 
ce.s.-ioit of the laods bi Miiul what is 
called tin: tieaiy liiif. They (let line 
all fuiihi-i in goti iiion foi the lands 
einhrared by tin- old .tin) not the new 
licaiy liin*. In dm'm quem e of iln;.'>»- 
demnnsliations, (‘ol. Crow id, who 
used bis exertions to pi event lliem, 
Ims t:one to \Vas)iiii::ion lo make a 
(nil irpiesent.iiniii ol the e.ise. 

Willi on ILCiawi'iird was a|[.oin»- 
ed a j itlie of tin- Miieiiof eoeit ol 
(ieoigi.i. and has aeiepted the ofliee. 

On the id insi a fin- Ivionc out in 
the city of August. 1 . vibn b destioycd 
seveiitt'cii bous( .s. 'Pin' loss was «*sii- 
iiiated at 55,000 dnilais, of which 
I,), 000 was insnted. 

A town to he built at ilie falls of the 
Ghatahoociiie isio reeeive the name of 
Wewokah, wbii h is tiic Unek lan- 
guage, si'jnifies “tronltb'ii wateis.” 

In the icp(;rl of .Mi. (Lll, the engi- 
neer of ihi; i >L'eeehii.‘ » anal, he infoinis 
the direetors, that of the w ole line of 
canal, entln.ning Hi*, miles, Ms in- 
tended length, R miles and 13^ (hiiim 
ojl It IS f.nished ; on wbiih 574.141 20 
h.ive been expended, leaving 7 miles 
50^ cb.iiiis yet to be coiMpleled, tin 
cost of whmh will be 504..-f02 6.>- 
'Hio part finished pr' sented many dif- 
ficnliie.s, whiih vmII not he met with 
in the rfrnaining poiinm, .nid every 

thing pioinises iis full coii.pletion 
early the ensnine \ ear. 

A ugunl.- - A n exei'ssi \ e drought via • 
experienced duiiiig ihis month. From 
alnnsi every part of the slate, tin 
most melaiK holy acroiinis were heaid 
of Its long continmincc, and ihw ueir= 
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iirostration of ilic hopes of tin* farmer, 
la.**: ] AI.AIJAMA. 

Scplrmlnr . — 'flie if. ap- 

pointed to run the liiu- l)rMvi-«“ii tin.** 
state and f*( orf,na have di>-afriee.i. 

ijMviithtr . — Mr. I‘iek< ri.i. on ata onnt 
of ill health, has re-i^^m d l.is plan- a^ 
a iiiuiTiher of rtie sonale of the l.'niled 
States from Al ihama 

John M Kill!' y I sq has heen ap- 
pointed a s<.nalor‘o: t!i<* li'niie.l ''laii-'s. 
by the lejiisliitlire rif Alahain:. vn t M . 
rici&onh, dichncd. His o\i*r 

Clement C. t l.iy,liMj. was three UJii'S. 

The le;ri‘'J:iluie of Alahama, at its 
last session, passed an act to ptuhihil 
the importation id' '■l aves inti> that .state 
for sale or hire 'fiae iCt pfiidi that 
any person eari vin.? ini;roes iiaio Hie 
-state a<'lor the fust ahiv of \n»:n>i m-vt, 
for sale or hire, sji.ill he h.thle to a liin^ 
of ^lO'fl for each i.- y lo so ran k* 1 into 
the .stale, and inipri'Oiinieiit 1( inr- 
t!ie/ provides that pi r'Oti-N i\‘«i 
slavi's into th,' '•l.ile i r tiieii own iis.’ 
shall n )t sell nr lure thttn vvrdi.a tv^o 
years ol till ir .o r i\ I. 

.Ipi'tf, |:.J7.-- li'.neriu'i ^liirpiy h..- 
addressed a h‘lt« r to iIk- I’u -ah ni a ..1 
Direelei's of the h.itdi «d' Hie I :i;(ed 
Mtates. in suh-tain'o |)role?tin’.C atr.ua-'l 
the establishment of . I Iham h l!.oi!\ at 
Atohile, on the ;;round that tlse s{.:,|,‘ 
desired to depeiid on its own pohhe 
elforts; and that an atteinp'. to fuiee a 
hraneh on the peojile ol tin; slate, 
mifniiisl the wishes III (he people, woniil 
he olmoxioijs to liu m aiid (o t'a -e who 
hold authority under (liein. rie let(< r 
funelnded h\ leipiestiii}; ilmt no defini- 
tive measures mi;ri,i ||c (},(. 

ineetiii" of tin- next le-isl I'mv. In 
reply, the 1*11 sident of the l>.»r.U. .N. 
iliddle, Ks(|., states that tlie e-t-ihlish- 
nirril of u loMiich at M-d ile had bn n 
retpiesled hy many respei t.ihie eitn 
/eris, and Ih.it it had heeii ileenh ,i u^io.'i 
with II view to the ( iinveiiienee of tne 
inhabitants ol tin* slate lo f.ieilitale liie 
inariaifi'iiieiil of ! »••• revenue Me « onM 
perceive no benefit that ivouM arnc' 
'Jiroin delayin;^ the o|)er,<1ions of the* 
ollicers who bad a I ready, been appeiiHe'l 
to ojien an oIVkm- at” .MohiU*. | J.e ' 
board of dirertors, therefore, ileelis!! I 
’lie postponement r< (piesled 


■i'Jj 

sfu/tf. — I{utTi;h!( n ■!« the 

(■ally p-ait of this iiionih. in the north- 
ern pait of l*( rrv eonnli, a Air. 
M ' eili haviiiL^ lost Some elothinij or 
iilher piopi rJy ol no ^rval valin.*. the 
si'ive of a neiLdilioiii iri;jr plar.lir was 
riiai_el willi tin* ihi fl M Neill. in 
lunip.iiiy V. ith Ills hioihei fuiiiid the 
rH-;'iodiiMii;r his in:j*li w,.';on. tlicy 
sei/*d him. and fi'dier ilsl. or were 
ahooi to • '.a'tise him. whin t!.e ncfro 
stahhed .M .\i.:ily s-t tl.al he died m an 
hour iittei w an! — tlie iiei^ro wa- taken 

heinre h jiislire 1)1 1 he [.I'arp, who. af- 
ter seiioijs d( i III ration, waived hi- au- 
tli-Mily — yio’/'o/Av through fear, as the 
r'towd of i i'i'oiis li.i i (idheted to the 
nnmher of sell ritv or e'irhti near Mr. 
lV»[des’ r tlie |i|siieey house. I le acted 
as pii-si<1e!it of Itif riieh. and pill the 
vote, when it was l{(•(.|dc•l he should be 
irniiii dr.ilt ii eseenie l In bem^ 

TO ni nil — tbe i iilpril was ltd to a 
iuean-lt.i'd to it, and a ipniitity 
of j.mc> Iviiot" ii.lh-e*e.l aiid placed 
! iiii.i, aii.i t‘ie t.ital toii'h up) lied 
to l!if I'lle, I'l n :;;:’aiiist t'.e n inon- 
; :;aM » : ->f -eit i.il a' ml' i:n n who were 

pi. I!I ; and the I.Mi-i,!:.} ie blJll!» Was 

III a -linit l.me hurnt to a-!.ft. in- 
r|u< SI w.is hold oii-r H.c I'L'iMinii. This 
Is jiie s, e. Md iieTio who h.ts In (jli thus 
P'll i:ide..:!» w. til alt or jury in 

tlr.if ei niity, 

./ if — In I on-i'ijm nee of ci^rtain 
[■llhhe..lions III li.e i iiiM'.sl die Memo- 
rial, tlie ediliir Mr V, ii;,*. was killed 
in an aili.iv w i;h .l.mics M-l luii:;, 
e.; th.il plaee. iJnth p-etie" w« re ar nej 
wilh^nsiuls. It set ins Ihat Mr. .M*L'. 
had d. in.ioded the author of certain 
sevt ii stneiuri's tijuin his conduct, anti 
il was iniiiM.iU’d ihal il would be^-iveu 
to hm. by .Mr. W. !>ul the l.iiur de- 
elint'il to q;;ie up the name and armed 
hmis.' lf- !;enee the fatal atl'ray. Air. 
.>!’( . was a t andiilaje lor a se.H lu the 
st.itt^ le;ri>l.*turi’. but has deelinetl a 
p' 11. 1). I ..m e uf tlie eveni :Ust stale.! 

i:.2d 1 MlS^I.<>lfPI. 

—.1 i/i.'n'.v. ealh’d the 
*• Aild |'!.i;iue,’’ I'll i. ills near fort 
.\dams,>iMi's. and caiin ' elf pt rsiuis in 
■I'i htinis. • 

,V»rfmhr,- — \ duel w is l.itelv foutrl'.* 
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by two citizens of Mississippi with mus- 
kets, loaded each with fifteen buck- 
shot, standing at the distance of thirty 
paces — both were wounded, one se- 
Tcrely, 

1826.] LOUISIANA. 

JVbvflnher.-- The folloiving is the a- 
mouot of cotton and tobacco exported 
from New-Orleans during the last five 
yean, exhibiting an increase of 
100,000 bales in four years in the ex- 
port of cotton ; but a decrease in the 
average of tobacco : 

Balts of cotton* Ilhds. tobacco. 


Id 1822 

166,030 

21 , 99 .'> 

“ 1823 

171,431 

19,371 

“ ?824 

143,943 

5,910 

“ 1825 

204,557 

16,849 

“ 1826 

2.51 924 

18,180 


Several canals have been projected 
io Louisiana, especially one from New- 
Orleans to lake Barrataria, which will 
much facilitate the trade with Me xico, 
and materially tend to strengthen our 
south-western frontier. 

The debt of the corf»oration of New- 
Orleans is g — (he annual reve- 
nue of the city IS which, it 

is said; may be cunsidcrably increased 
by licenses 

Th^ salaries of public ufiScers are 
higher io Louisiana than in any 
other state in (he Union. That of (he 
goveinor is 7,500 dollars; that of the 
judges of the suprrinc court, 5,000 
dollars. 

Education.— Great attention is paid 
in Louisiana to educatinri, as can be 
shown by the following staU merit: 

In 1811, the legislature approfii'iated 
^39.000 to the estabk-sliincut of a col- 
lege, and a school in each count) . By 
the same act 1(3,000 was appropria- 
ted annually fur the support of the col- 
lege, and {500 a )ear for each school. 
In 1819, the allowance for the sup- 
port of schools was increased to ||6UU, 
and in 1821 to ^HOO a 3 car each. 
Since which, g » year bus been 
appropriated for the support of anuther 
college, at Jacksonville io the siAne 
state. i 

June --■Capture of a Pirah.—T\te 
revenue cuttenfstationcd at the port of 


New*Orleans, under (he command of 
f'aptain J.ickson, recently brought to 
the city a pirate captured at the S. W, 
pass. She had been in chase, and fired 
into the American schooner Isabella, 
from Vera Cruz, with specie and pas- 
sengers on board The pirate was ly- 
ing at the S. W pass, and had sent his 
boat with thirteen men around to inter- 
cept the Isabella at the upper end of 
the pass The cutter captured the 
boat likewise, making altogether thirty 
men and officers The vessel proved 
to be the Bolivar, with a national com- 
mission from the republic of (.'olumbia, 
and tticn under the coinmaed of her 
first lieutenant, the captain being in 
Mobile, where he and his crew had 
beeu hospitably treated and supplied. 
The pirate attempted the seizure of a 
vessel mthin the Mississippi, the Isa- 
bella They had previously captured 
the Americiin schooner Antoinette, 
against which our consul at Tampico 
protested. 

The Antoinette was afterwards re- 
captured. Being short of provisions, 
she came to anchor off (he 8 . W pass, 
where she was boarded by a pilot boat. 
The pilots proposed to Captain Bate- 
man of the Antoinette, to retake bis 
vessel, which he acceding to. an attack 
was made on tl:e prize crew, when the 
prize master and six of his men at- 
tempted to escape, hy jumping over- 
board, but Wi re taken and secured. 

Auffust.-^A lung conMnued drought 
was experienced in many parts of Lou- 
isiana, especially near 8 t. Fruncisvillc. 
Fur the periori ul six weeks no rain had 
fallen, and the thermometer ranged 
from 80 to 92. In June, it was said 
that the corn was seen withering in the 
field fur want of moisture, which was 
never witnessed before. 

\m.] TENNESSEE. 

The judicial s) stent of Tennessee 
consists of a court iicld quarterly by 
five justices selected from amongst 
their own body for one 3 ear, three of 
.whom are d quorum to do busioesiu 
Besides this there is a superior circuit 
court, held in each count) twice a year, 
boldifig with the county courts concur- 
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rent jurisdiction in all civil matters, 
and exclusive jurisdiction as to crimi* 
nal offences of higher {rradc than pettit 
larceny. The chancery jurisdiction 
has lately nndorfrone some alteration : 
.two chancellors hold jurisdiction thro^ 
•the state of all chnncciy matters. — 
Lastly, there ‘is a supreme revisinff 
court composed <if thrr e jiidfres This 
is a revising tribunal of the chancery 
and other courts, if[)on ail questious 
arisinfv either in law or rquity< 

A Bank was created in Tennessee in 
1819. the stock in which exclusively 
belongs to the state. During iltopc* 
ration the tiividendi; have never been 

appropriated, and the consequence is, 
that nearly (he whole amruni of the 
original issue has been redeemed. The 
operations of the hank is hy a president, 
who receives a salary ofj ; and ten 
directors, who are paid ^UiOa year. 
They are elected for two years bv the 
legislature, and arc crin.st,intly eligihin 
No'discount of accommodation paper 
can ho had fora larger amount tin n 
J.00. 

September —The present cotton crop 
is estimated at 50,000 bales— 1 0,000 
more than the year previous. 

October . — A duel recently took place 
between gen. Houston, one of the re- 
presentatives in congress from Tcnnes> 
see, and gen. William White. The 
latter was the challenger, and badly 
wounded. The affair grew out of dis 
cussions and proceedings relative to 
the appointment of Mr. Erwin, |K)St- 
masler at Nashville. At the time of 
this duel Gen. Houston was a candi 
date for the ofliee of irovernoruf Ten- 
nes-see. An cxtraonlinary act of a 
grand jury grew out of llvs atfair.— 
The grand jurors of the county of Wil- 
liamson made a presentment, in which 
they declare, that there is nothing in 
the recent duel between Gen. Huustsm 
and (ien, White to impair the public 
confidence in the former, and the) 
therefore recommend him as a fit per- 
son to be the next guvi-riior of the state. 
..j/Voeemfier.— John 11. Eafon was. on 
the 4ih inst by o joint b*<>llot of both 
houses of the legislature, ro electeif a 
senator in congress, for six years, com- 


mencing from the 4th of March, 1827, 
the expiration of his present term. 
Mr. E. had all the votes but three^ 
which were hfanks, 

D cenAer — The Nashville banl. 
which resumed specie payments 8om< 
lime ago. has again suspended them. 
From the first of September no less 
that 260,000 dollars ha't been drawn 
out. A run was apparently made upon 
it 

In the legislature Mr Fletcher pre- 
sented resolutions, accompanied with a 
forcible preamble, in which, among 

other reasons for extending the judlcisl 
system of the union to the new states, 
gives the following : 

“ Most of the western states, e^en 
in name, and all but two in facU arc 
denied tlie advantages, to which, upon 
the principle of equal rights, they are 
entitled, of having a justice of the 
supreme court to aid tlie district judge 
in Iho irileri«>r courts, though many of 
the decisions ol those court", both in 
civil and criminal oases, are conclusive* 
Often, loo. the district judge is incom- 
peten', from rel.itionship or interest, to 
preside, and sometimes he declines 
from delicacy.” * • * 

riic following are the resolutlbns 
which were unanitnrusly adoptedi: 

R»>itofvfil fiy the OenerAl Jlseembly of 
the State of Tinneme^ That the ^'on- 
grej>sof the United Htutes ought im- 
mediately to extend the present judicial 
system of the Union, long tried, and 
well approved, to all the states. 

Eeitohedy That our senators in con- 
gress ])c instructed, and our represen- 
tatives be requested, to spare no exer- 
tions to have that ftbjcct effected. 

Rmtved. that ilie governor be re- 
quested to fui ward copies of the above 
preamble and resolutions to each of our 
senators and representatives in con- 
gress. and to (he governors of each of 
the w|stern states, and ask the latter to 
hy them before the legislatures of 
t eir states, respectively, at the next 
sesiiion. 

. January. 1827.-rTlie legislature of 
Teiiif‘ssce has adopted, by an unani- 
mous vote, a resolution directing the 
secretary of state to prodtirc at the ex- 
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S nse of the state, and to deliver to 
ajor Gton fFUliam Carroll^ a sword, 
with suitable enKravinsrs thereon, as a 
testimonial of the big^h rr8f)ect enter- 
tained by the state of Tennessee for 
his public servipes. , 

Juhj. — Messrs. Vail and Swift, Uni- 
ted States En|rini.>ers, were eugfa(rcd in 
examination of the muscle shoals in 
Tennessee 'river, in order to ascertain 
whether the obstructions to the naviga- 
tion can be removed. 

•Ya»hvWe^ Ten. is one of the most 
flourishing towns of (he sonth.west. 
The present population is estimated at 
6000, about 2000 being added since 
1820« Twenty steamboats ply to New- 
Orieans and Pittsburg, and i rorn 35 to 
40,000 bales of cotton arc exported. 
It is this, probably, which has caused 
SO great an increase of population and 
wealth at Nashville; the CT/mniie cul- 
tivation of it IS of recent dale, but 
spreading over Tcnnt‘ss>i ‘0 generall). 

1828.] KENTUCKY. 

The old court party has 
been siicceisful in obiaiuing m.ijori' 
ties in both branches of the legislature. 

A young man was executed at Lex- 
ington fur thd criiiie of murder, coni- 
miitd^J in (he penitentiary, ar that 
placet The feelings wiih which he 
met hi.s execution are very singular : 
sornb days previnus to his execution, 
he expressed himself satisfied with his 
condemnation. He had rather, he said, 
much lather, be executed, than serve 
out his remaining three years in the 
penitentiary. He had served long 
enough, he thought, (10 montlis,) to 
punish him for all ifr offences be had 
ever committed. He felt in his present 
situation, inconceiv.ihle distress ; and 
as to his exeniMon, only regretted that 
the day was so far off. 

October.-- Drsha.— Another attempt 
was made dining this month, fpr the 
trial off. B. Desha, for the minder of 
Mr. Baker, and failed^many of the 
principal witnesses being absent, ^nd 
the prisoner himself not able to attend * 
at the bar. ‘ 

NovciRber.< 9 iThe Choctaw* academy 
is in a flourishing state. The second 


examination of the pupfls lately took 
place in the presence of 500 people, 
and the boys acquitted themselves 
much to the satisfaction of all parties. 
There are 53 Choctaw students at the 
establishment, winch i.s under the pa- 
tronage of the Baptist general conven- 
tion- -the funds are lAipplied by the 
nation nut of the annuities payable by 
the United States. 

Isaac B. Desha was admitted to bail 
by j>id:;e Brown at the Harrison circuit 
court. The recugiiizrinces were 1000 
dollars, and two sureties for the same 
sum. 

The total valuation of the taxable 
property in the state as shown by the 
coinroissionerN books, is 152,191,95.3 
dolltirs. The rax on property is 95,120 
dollars, and 6 cent.'i. Total of taxes 

collectable by the sheriffs in 1826. and 
payable at the treasury on the 1st day 
of December ne.xt, one hundred and 
two thonsaoid, nine hundred and twen- 
ty-seven dollais, Seventy-one cents. 

The valuation of property in 1824, 
amounted to $123,885,118. The tax 
on property to $77,425 ; and the total 
taxes collectable by the sherifls in 
1825, and payable at the treasury on 
the 1st day of December toil, amount- 
ed to $84,996. 

X>ecmbcr.— Mr. Justice Trimble de- 
dcliveied an opinion in the federal 
court on (he 27th ult. in ivhich judge 
Boyle concurred, sustaining tke occu- 
pant laws of Kentucky where they ap- 
ply to all private bisbts and ijite- 
RESTs in lands licit! by titles that are 
derived by descent^ dtvife, or by deed; 
and restricts the application of the 7tli 
article of the compact with Virginia 
to patentees, or grantees only, whose 
rights and intends are derived from 
the laws of Virginia. 

*Januar\jy 1827.— A bill passed both 
houses to repeal tiie law establishing 
the new court of appeals. The gover- 
nor has put his veto upon it. 

At a sii]/seqiient day the objections 
of the governor were considered by the 
two houses, and the law was passed with* 
out his sanction. Such a decision is 
provided for by the constitution, which 
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uuUjorize& a majority of the mem- 
bers elected'* to pass a law against the 
veto of the governor. The vote stood 
in the senate, £4 for, and against it; 
in the house 54 for, and 33 against iu 
The passage of this act is considered 
•the harbinger of peace to the state 
of Kentucky^ which lias so lung 
been turn by discord and disorgani- 
zation. 

On the decision being made known, 
the governor iioinnidU-d lUr, (icurgt; 
M. Bibb .IS chiuf justice oi tiie cum* 
luonwealih, in place ol Mr. Boyle, 
who resigned on being appointed 
, United Utates judge for die district 
of Kentucky ; and although Mr. 
IBbb had been one of the judges of 
the new court, the nuiiiinatioii was 
apptuvvd by the bciiatc, il to 7. 

March . — Sia hundred thousand dol- 
lars of Kentucky Coniinuiiwealth's 
bank paper, were consigned to the 
. llanuis at Frankfort on the 1 5th, in 
puisuance to a resolve of the legisla- 
ture. This makes in all, 1^1,473,000. 
There yet remains on hand, ^500,000 
— leaving about 11000,000 in circula- 
tion unredeemed. 

CoLOMiZATiun. — The following re- 
solution has been adopted by both 
houses of die general assembly of the 
state of Kentucky : — 

Retolocdf ifc. That they view with 
deep and friendly interest (he exer- 
tions of die Aiiiericau colonizaiioti 
society, in establishing an asylum on 
the coast of Africa, for the free peo- 
ple of colour of the United States; and 
that the senators and representatives in 
congress from this state be, and they 
are hereby, requested to use their best 
'efforts to facilitate the removal of such 
free persons of colour as may desire to 
emigrate from the United States to the 
colooy, and to insure to them the pre- 
tectioii and patronage of the general 
government, so far as may be compa- 
tible with the safety of the United 
States." 

/K/jf,— Isaac B. DK8UA.«ilCynthip 
na, Ky. June 16. The June term of 
Harrison circuit court commenced 
Its session on Monday last, the hon. 
11. 0. Brown presiding. The prifon- 


4u: 

er appeared in disciiarge<of his recog- 
nizance, and the attorney of the com- 
monwealth, on Tuesday, signiffed that 
he was ready. The law of the Iasi 
ticssioi), declaring that an opinion 
formed fioin ^ mere rumour,' should 
not be a cause oY challenge, has been 
decided to operate upon this case; 
because it did not alter the ancient 
iiioiie of trial by jury, but only changed 
a rule of practice upon which judges 
themselves have differed. Owing, how- 
ever, to the impracticability of procur- 
ing a jury, the trial of Desha did not 
come on at tlie late term of the Har- 
rison circuit court. Since the adjourn- 
ment of the court, the prisoner has re- 
ceived (he pardon of the governor, 
[his fatlier,] and is now going at large. 
The following is a copy of the paper 

issued by the governor of Kentucky, 
for the pardon of his son, Isaac B. 
Desha. 

"Joseph Desha, governor of the com- 
monwealth of Kentucky, to all who 
shall see these presents, greeting : 
"Whereas, at a court held for Flem- 
ing county, in the year 18S4, an tii- 
dictnieiit was found by a gr|iiuk jury 
against Isaac B- Deslia tor (be muyder 
of Francis Baker, on the second day 
of November, IW: An^ wheredk, 
said Isaac B. Dema was, by a change 
of venue, removed from the jail of 
Fleming county to the jail of Harri- 
son county, there to stand his trial for 
the said charge of felony ; where he has 
lung been confined injail, after repeat- 
ed attempts to obtain a final trial, un- 
til the*prospect of obtaining a jury is 
entirely hofieless. • Ami it being con- 
trary to the genius of our government 
for any person to be confined for life 
in prison, the constitution guarantee- 
ing, in prosecutions by indirtment or 
information, a speedy public trial by 
an impartial jury of the vicinage. And 
whereas, the whole of the evidence 
against the said Isaac B. Desha, beingf 
circumstantial, and from much of it 
•being irreooncileable, 1 have no doubt 
of Rit being inlioceiit of the foul 
charges ; ^therefore, liejs an object 
worthy of oxeentive clemency. 

Now, know ye, that in consideration 

61 
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of thn premises, and by virtue of the 
ower vested in me by the coustiiuiioii, 
have thought proper, and do hereby 
grant to the said Isaac B. Desha a full 
and free pardon fur (he supposed of- 
fence, as alleged against him in the 
bill of indictnient ; and do by these 
presents order aiul direct that the 
said Isaac B. Desha be released ft oni 
the confinement and recognizance, 
and be thence forever discliarged. 

“ In testimony whereof, 1 have here- 
unto set my hand, and have 
•aiised the seal of (he said com- 
monwealth to be hereunto af- 
(L.S.) hxed. Given under my hand, 
at Frankfort, on the 18th day 
of June, A. D. 18\27, and in the 
SPitli year of (he cominon- 
Avcalth. 

By the governor, Jos. Desha. 
J. O. Pickett, secreteny.” 

Aus^ust. — Bank of the Coiiimon- 
muUh. — This institution has now in 
circulation, according to the reports on 
the first of July, notes to the ainoiuit 
of ii[81£,(;84 r>7. For the purpose of 
redeeming thei<e notes, she holds the 
note^of individuals for ioan^ made to 
the amount of f!5, and 

rea'i testate to the value of 
making in a[| 1,197,404 47, leaving 

an excess over and above the amount 
to be redeemed, of jl643,469 90. 

18^.] OHIO. 

Seamier . — Among the canal boats 
that arrived at Albany during the ear- 
ly part of this month, was the “/.ton 
of Ohio,” with pig-iron and stores, di- 
rect from Madison county, Oino. 

The facilities afforded to the trans- 
portation of goods, by the Ncw-Yoik 
canals, to Ohio, arc strikingly exhibi- 
ted in the following statement: “It 
takes thirty days to transport goods 
from Philadelphia to this place, and 
costs five dollars per hundred. .Fioiii 
New-York city to this place, twen- 
ty days, and costs two dollars and 
fifty cents per hundred. Difference 
one half in expense— or, a saving in* 
the transportation of five tons of mer- 
chandise from the city of New-York, 
of the Slim 67 two hundred and fifty 
dcillars : in addition lo which they are 


conveyed in two thirds of the tinir 
from New-York, that they are from 
Philadelphia. When the canal shall 
have been completed to the lake, (he 
expense will be somewhat less.*' 

Blefhant Teeth.— T he Cincin- 
nati Independent Press, of the 9th 
inst. says, that “ two Ueth of an ele- 
phant have lately been dug up by the 
workmen on the ciiniil, near Mill- 
Crcck bridge, which must have been 
buried for centuries, as they were 
found eight feet htloio the surface of the 
earthf and a beech tree was growing 
over the spot, measuring three feet in. 
diameter ! One of the teeth is “ five 
inches across the surface or face” of it. 

October. — Oriio Toiiacco. — About 
ttvo thousand three hundred hogsheads 
of Ohio tobacco of the last year’s 
crop, have been inspected at the ware- 
houses in Baltimore. It has generally 
been very handsomely handled and 
packed, and has come to market in 
good order — a little of it in too high 
condition. It has brought, generally, 
frotii seven to ten dollars per hundred. 

December. — Since the establishment 
of the (lenitentiary in Ohio, 948 per- 
sons have been imprisoned for the fol- 
lowing crimes ; Murder in the sernnrl 
degree, 18 — rape, 17 — assault and bat- 
tery with intent to Kill, Jill— maiming, 

9 — rnanslanghtcr, Pi— arson, 12 — in- 
cest, 1— bigamy, 3— poligamy, 2— rob- 
bing United States mail, 2— perjury, !» 
— forgery, 31 — burglary, 98 — larceny, 
149— horse stealing, 123— eoaiiter- 
feiting, 77— robbing, 3 — challenging 
to fight a duel, t. The present num- 
ber confined, is 160. The whole 
cost of the cstiiblishmcnt amounts to 
5212,743. 

The Ohio canals are making very 
satisfactory progress. Thus far all 
the expenses and contracts have been 
considerably short of the original esti- 
mates; and it is probable that they 
will be completed in less than the es- 
timated time. 

January, 1827. — The whole reve- 
nue of Ohio for the last year, by taxa- 
tiou, amounted to 5366,915. 

We furnish the following aggregate' 
of the objects of taxation : 
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Veres ot taxable land in 
the state, 13,7ri3,574 

Valuation, including build- 
ings worth j|l200y $35,2t7,035 

Value of town lots, includ- 
. ing buildings as above, 4,082,114 
‘131,950 horses, valued at 4.878,240 
25S,5 14 neat Cifitle, valued at 2,026,352 
Merchants’ capital, 2,162,118 

Amount of state tax, ^106,669 
Comity do. * 187,503 
R>ad do. 31,846 

Township do. 22,231 

School do. 19,613 

Total, ^366,9 15 
Among the arrivals at Cincinnati in 
the Isi^t month, from Pittsburg, Penn* 
.^yidnia, whs the steam boat Merchant, 
having in tow her safety barge, with 
95 passengers. This is the first at* 
tempt of the kind, and it seems to 
have succeeded admirably. The 
barge has 52 births and three ca- 
bins. The steam boat has two ca- 
bins. The Merchant draws 26 inches, 
and the barge 20 inches. 

f’etrunr?/.— The legislature of Ohio, 
ill joint meeting, ballotted 15 times, 
and then adjourned without m.ikitig 
choice of a senator of the United 
States— Mr. Ruggles’ period of ser- 
vice expiring on the 4lh of March 
next. The last ballot stood thus : 
For Benjamin Ruggles, 41 ; AYilliain 
W. Irvin, 32; Willis Sillimaii, S2; 
scattering, 3. 

May. — Robbkrt . — The treasury of 
Ohio,(atlN)lumbus,) was robbed of its 
contents on the night of the 7th inst. 
amounting to $15,000. One of the 
robbers (William II. Price) has been 
detected, and about 12,000 dollars of 
the money recovered, and two other 
persons suspected were taken in custo- 
<iy. The residue of the sum stolen 
WHS subsequently recovered. 

July. — On the 4lh inst. the double 
celebration of the anniversary of Ame- 
rican independence, and tlje comple- 
lioii of an important portion of (he 
Ohio canal, took place. • 

\ Governor Trimble, with Messrs. 
Brown, Buckingham and Perkins, 
•onnnissioners of the canal fumf, and 


Messrs. Miner, Tippan, Bcaseley, 
Williams and Kelley, canal commis- 
sioners, arrived at Cleveland, in the 
canal boat “ State of Ohio,” having 
left Portage summit, thirty-eight 
miles distant, on the preceding day, 
and descended nearly 400 feel % the 
aid of forty-two locks. Another boat 
followed, and the descending boats 
were met by an ascending one from 
f'leveland, filled with a delighted peo- 
ple, to greet their distinguished visi- 
ters. An oration was delivered, and a 
feast and bail ensued. 

The first freight boat arrived at 
Cleveland on the 4th, laden with flour 
and whiskey. 

July 20.-Kiglity four miles of the 

Ohio canal are now in readiness for 
navigation; and a number of boats 
were on their way about ten days 
since, from the interior of Ohio, to 
BiifTalo. with rich freigiits destined for 
New-York and Baltimore. 

I.NniA.Ns. — The head chief of the 
Shawanese Indians, being at a tavern 
at Pitpia, under the excitement of li- 
quor, qii.irrelled with several persons, 
and stabbed them ; among ptbois the 
editor of tlic Piqiia pfiper, who^vas 
wounded in nine places. ' 

The next day, on Per/y’s arrival at 
'VVapaughkunnetta, the Shawaneese 
were holding a council, at whi<fli he 
should have been present; and which 
had adjourned from the day previous, 
in consequence of his absence. They 
had assmhkd for the purpose of pro- 
hibiting and abjuring the use of spiri- 
tons i^iquors among their nation from 
and after that dlty; and when they 
had been made acquainted with (he 
efl'ects this same curse had on their 
chief, and the disgraceful actions he 
had committed while under its influ- 
ence, a general feeling and expression 
of sorrow ensued. The council imme- 
diately sent delegates to Piqiia, to hold 
a talk with the eitixens. Their orator, 
Wee-will-a-pee, then expressed (he 
' wishes of his people in the following 
characteristic speech : 

“ Wo ftave been deputed by our na- 
tion^ to wait on (he citizens of Piqiia, 
and express to them, and iiaTticuhirh 
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to thoie who were injured, our deep 
sorrow for the accident which has late- 
ly happened. 

** We know strong drink was made 
for white men, as they know how to 
use it; but it makes Indians craey ; 
we therefore held an assembly of all 
our people to abolish the use of it 
among us. 

** It was the wish of our people that 
our chief, Perry, should be present at 
our late council ; he did not come, and 
we were disappointed. 

“Perry arrived before the council 
broke up, and what he told iis made 
us very sorry. 

“ VVe always wish to live in friend- 
ship with our white brethren, and es- 
pecially with the people of this town, 
as we have so much comniunicution 
and trade with them. 

“We are very willing to pay all 
expenses, on condition that the white 
people will not put the law in force 
against our chief.” 

The speech was answered by several 
citizens, assuring them of a reciproca- 
tion of d friendly feeling, and advising 
them to discontinue the use of whis- 
key; and (hat the outrage of this man 
shoulcfjje forgiven, in consideration of 
his repentance^ and the peaceable dis- 
position, and assurances of regret ex- 
pressed by the deputation in behalf of 
their nation. 

August,^On the 18tli, the Ohio li- 
ver was two feet above low water 
mark. The average height of the ri- 
ver had been from the SOth of Febru- 
ary to the Hth of August, in- 
clusive, 7 feet, 5 ‘inches; during 
the same time this year, it was 7 feel, 
2 inches. The average height fromthe 
28d of April to the Uth of August, 
]8f6, was 3 feet, 1 inch. During the 
same time this year, it was S feet, 3 
inches. 

1826.] INDIANA. 

November. — Numerous emigrants 
ara pouring into Indiana, from Penn- 
sylvania. Virginia, Ohio, and Ken- 
tucky. Many are of the respectable 
classfs, with laege droves of cattle and 
flocks sheep, &c. In 1800, India- 


na had less than 5,000 inhabitants; the 
present amount is not short of 200,000. 

The establishment of Robert Owen, 
at New Harmony, is spoken of as in a 
flourishing condition; but unable to 
provide for all those who apply to be- 
come meuibers uf the society. Its pre- 
sent condition is thus ddkevibed : The 
society has apparently assumed a more 
settled form ; the lectmes are better 
attended, and teiupeiance and indus- 
try are enforced by pi ecr pt and exam- 
ple. All sorts of dissipation are dis- 
couraged, but amusements abound. 
Swearing, and the use of hard words, 
seem as if abolished among the older 
members of the coiniminity. 

Janutm/t ItUT.'-Mr. Noble has 
been re-eiected si senator of the Uni- 
ted Stsites fiom Indiana, for six years, 
from the 4ih of Msurii next. There 
weretiireecdiididates oUVriHl, and four 
ballots taken in the joint meeting of 
the legisliiture, as follows: 



Ballot Is/. 

2U. 

3(/. 

4/A. 

Mr 

Noble, 

32 

35 

38 

40 

Mr 

Itlarkforr), 

U 

24 

£8 

£8 

Mr tlennings, 

22 

20 

15 

10 


Affri/.-e-Tlin people of New Har- 
mony have divided theiiiselves into 
three coninuinities, independent of 
each other and of Mr. Dwen ; and, in 
these new forinatioiis, the experiment 
will be continued for the present. The 
town of New Harmony is very full of 
people, and com forcible accomnioda- 
tious for additional culoiiisls cannot be 
furnished. The elements of which the 
society is composed seem to be pecu- 
liarly dicordant. 

f?(DiA'voi>oi.is, in the state of In- 
dian * . is situated in lat. 30^ 45', in Ion. 
(joy W. from Washington, about 8 
mites smith, and 2 east of the centro 
of the state. It was laid out in the stim- 
md- of 1821, and the lots sold the lOth 
of October of that year. At that lime 
the whole population, in what was call- 
ed the new purchase, mibracing all ihe 
territory within 50 miles of this place, 
was returned by the marshall at about 
1,.300. The population within the 
samiv hounds, must now amount to up- 
wards of 5.5,000, and that of this town 
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TO about ],00u souls. There are now 
bricki 60 frame, and about 80 hewn 
log houses and cabins in town. The 
public buildings are, a court house, 60 
feet by 45, a jail, and meeting houses 
belonging to the Presbyterian, Baptist, 

• and Methodist societies. 

June.— A Imrrid murder was com- 
mitted in the vicinity of Brookville, 
by John Young, for whose daiighier 
John Points had conceived an aituch- 
ment. Young w,is a man of standing, 
and was opposed to Points, and refu- 
sed his consent to their marriage. 'I iie 
lovers, howevei, iiad entered into a 
matriinoniai e- gageinent ; and were 
on their way on a muonliglu evening 
to be married, accompanied by several 
friends, when they were waylaid by 
Young, who shot Poiiiis through the 
head in the midst of ids laughing uuni- 
panions, and while his intendeii bride 
was mounted beluiid him on the same 
hor,sc. On the tMi of liis vidiiii, 
Young dragged his dangliler to his 
dwelling, and on the follow mg day de- 
livered hiiibt'lf up (0 the piopei aiitho* 
rily, who admitUd him lo hud, on the 
plea that he had deinauded his daugh- 
ter of Poitits bel'oic he slio' him. 'I'lie 
datightcr was aged 18 years, am) mar- 
riageable by the laws of the state wiili- 
oiit the consent of parents. 

Julif. — The following interesting 
sketch of the natural and staliMieal 
history of this state, is taken from the 
In'dijna Journal: 

The state of Indiana contains 37,000 
square miles, and ^;i,r»(Jt),000 acies, 
ranking with the other states, as the 
tenth ill size and llie lilteenth in popu- 
lation. Its greatest length fimn north 
to south, ill its west tine, in ^81 miles, 
and its length on ilic east line, is illd 
miles, averaging miles. Its lueadth 
from east to west is 144 miles. 'IJie 
state is divided into 58 eonnties, of 
which, all hut two have been organi- 
zed. The population in lit 10 w.is 
; in l»»2U, 1 17,.%U ; and at pie- 


sem from the returns of taxable polls, 
must amount to at least 260,000. The 
militia in 1821 was returned at 14,990. 
it now consists of 7 divisions, 16 bri- 
gades, and 61 regiments. 

1826.] jrXlNOIS. 

Nmian Edwards has 
been elected governor u( Illinois. The 
votes weie: for governor Edwards, 
6,299 : for vir Sloo, who opposed him, 
5,941 ; for Mr. Dnnean, for congress, 
6,321 : for Mr. t'ook, 5,6.30 ; and for 
Mi. Turney, 767. 

1827.]— Lead ore has been disco- 
vered on the Bounty Tract, near the 
.Mississippi liver, in Adams county, 
(III.) It l.« said to be equal in quality 
to any foimd at Fevre river, and the 
place from which it was taken, to have 
the appeaiance of containing it in 
great abundance. These mines are 
about to be worked. 

1826 ] Ml^SOUHl. 

September. — Tliomas IT. Benton 
has hern re-elected to tlic ‘enaie of 
the rnifiMl Slates, for six yeais from 
the 4tli of .March, 1827. 

Mr. F.dwind Uale« was elected lo 
congrcNS o\e‘i .Mr, Sc»»«. rtoih of the 
(aiididaies were frmndly to iliciailmi- 
nistiation. The respective votes were, 
for Mr. Rdic». Tor Mr. Scott, 

4,155. 

Xomnhtr. — EmigialVms to the 
.’-tale of Mi>^ouli are nnineions, and 
are giung to it a valuable accession of 
inhabitants. 

The d<*l)i of ilte slate is estimated ,it 
5l4ty,‘:;J7 ;>n cents, and the available, 
fund'* at 5118, nit?# i»i5 cents. There is 
an amount of “ di hi due, from the se- 
veral loin olTiees,’’ equal to 572.789, 
ami ,38 cent.s ; of winch 'he a\ail.<blc 
value greatly depends on the derision 
of a ease now pmidini: in the supreme 
court of the I'liited Stales, a.s to the 
rigpf of the state to recover fiom the 
horroweisof the loan oirice cerlilicates 
ilu ir par value in s)ircip. 



EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 


OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


Salary. 

John Quiii (7 Adams, President, Mass. 

John C. Calhoun, Vice, President, S. C. . 5.000 

Henry Clay, Secretary of State, Va. 6J)00 

Riehard Ru^, Secretary of Treasury, Penn. 6^ 

JameeBarbour, Secretary of War, Va. 6,000 

Samuel L. Southard, Secretary of Navy, N. J. 6,000 

William Wirt, Attorney General, Md. 3,500 

John McLean, Post Master General, N. J. 6,000 


JUDICIARY. 

' I • 

Jiaimf-i Xalioity. Salary. 

John Marshal], Chief Justice, Va. 5,000 Joseph Stoiy, Mass. 4y50D 

fiushrod Washirgton, Va. 4,500 Smith Thompson, N. Y. 4,500 

William Johnson, S. C. 4,500 Robert Trimble, Ken. 4,500 

Gabriel Duvall, Md. 4,500 


DIPLOMATIC CORPS. 


To Grsat Britaiii and Ireland. 

' JftOimiy. Salary. 

Albert Gallatin, Envoy, &c. Geneva, 9J)00 

William B. Lawrence, N. Y. 2^ 

France. 

James Brown, Envoy, &c. Va. 9^ 

Daniel Sheldon, Sectary, &c. Conn. 2J)00 

Russia. 

Henry Middleton, Envoy, &g. S. C. 9,000 

Charles Pinckney, Secretary, 6e. Md. %flOO 

J9pain. 

Alexander H, Everett, Envoy, jsc. Mass. 9J)00 

John A. Smith, Secretary, Ac. N. Y. S/XX) 

Mexico. 

Jed R.raDsett, Envoy, Ac. S. C. OjOOO 

John Mason, jr, Secretary, Ac. Md. SJXIO 
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ClIlLI. 

Ueman Allen, Envoy, Sic. Vt. 9,000 

Samuel Lamed, Secretary, Sic. II. 1. 2,000 

NETHERLAKDg. 

Christopher Hughes, Charge d'At&ireB, Md. 4,500 

PoRTUOAL. 

Thomas L. Sent, Charge d'Aiiaires, M^. 4,500 

’ Denmark. 

Henry Wheaton, Charge d’ Affaires, R. I. 4,500 

, Sweden. 

John J. Appleton, Charge d’Affaires, Mass. 4,500 

Colombia. 

Boaufoit T. Watts, Charge d'Afiaircs, S. C. 4,500 

Brazil. 

Condy Raguet, Charge d'Affaircs, Penu. 4,500 

Bcenos Ayres. 

.Tohn M. Forbes, Charge d'Aftaires, Florida. 4,500 

Central America. 

William B. Rochester, Charge d'Affhires,* N. Y. 4,500 

Peru. 

James Cooley, Charge d'Affaircs, 1,500 


ARMY PROMOTIONS. 


Washington, October 26th, 1U26. 

Third Regiment ArtiUery. 

1st lieutenant Thomas Ciiiuis, to be 
captain Isl October, 1626, vice De Rus- 
SEY, resigned. 

Fourth Regiment Infantry. 

Brevet major Wh. S. Foster, captain 
6th infantry, to be major 7th July, 1626, 
vice Donoho,dccoa8ed. 

Hixth Regiment of Infantry. 

1st lieutenant Henry Smith, to be cap- 
tain 7tli July, 1626, vice Foster, promoted. 

Appointments. 

L. G. De Russey, to bo paymaster, 
21st September, 1626. 

John B. Scott, 2d lieutenant, 4th ar- 
tillery, to be assistant commissary of sub- 
sistence, Util July, 1826. 

James A. Chambers, 2d lieutenant 2d 
artillery, to bo assistaut commissary of 
subsistence, 14th July, 1626. 

J. R. Stephenson, Ist lieutenant, 7th 
infantry, to be assistant commissary of 
subsistence, fflst August, l|i26. 

Thomas Johnson, 1st lieutenant, 7tb 
infantry, to be assistant commissal'y of 
subsistence, 13th October, 1626. 

Charles Dimhock, 2d Ueuteutint of 
the 1st artillery, to be assistant com- 


missary of subsistence, 26tii October, 
1626. 

J. P. C. Machahon, assistant surgeon, 
to be surgeon, 5th August, 1626.* 

Robert Archer, IrI^ surgeon, to be 
assistaut surgeon, 5lh August, IbS^** 

Washington, March 6, 1827. 

Second Regiment of ArtHlery. 

Brevet lieutenanUcoloncl Roger Jones. 
captain 3d artillery, to be major. 17th 
February, 1627, vice Hindman, dccca- 
sed.f 

Brevet captain Elijah Lyon, 1st lieu- 
tenant, to be captain, 29th February, 1 827 . 
vice Nourse, resigned. 

Third Regiment of Artillery. 

Isl lieutenant Charles M. Thruston. 
to be raptain 17th February, 1627. vice 
Jones, promoted. 

Ist licutouant Thomas J. Baird, to be 
capilain 26tb February, 1627, vice Burd. 
deceased. 

Brevet Promotions. 

* Brenet BiigadUr-Generals. 

VoUN £. W'ooo, colonel and inspector 
generalpto be brigadier-general by bre- 
vet, from 29Ui of April, 1626. 

George Gibpon, colonel and commis- 
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sary general of subeistence, to bo briga> 
dier-goneral by brevet, from 39th April, 

me. 

Brevet Litu'enaiU Colonels. 

William Linnard, quarter master, to 
be lieutenant colonel by brevet, from loUi 
Juno, I83o. 

James Kearney, topographical engi* 
ncer, to be lieutenant colonel by brevet, 
from 39th April. 1836. 

Stephen 11. IjOno, topographical engi* 
neer, to be liculeniiil colonel by brevet, 
from 39th April, 1836. 

F. H. Farr AULT, topographical engi- 
neer, to be liculeuaiit culunol by brevet, 
from 17th February, ll{‘37. 

Brevet Majors. 

Milo Mason, captum 1st rcgitiieiit of 
artillsry, l7Ui May, 1816, to be major by 
brevet, to take rank from May I7lh, 1836. 

Georoi Birch, captain 7th regiment 
of infantry, 31st August, 1816, to be 
major by brevet, to take rank from 31st 
Au^st, 1836. 

Henrv Whiting, captain 1st regiment 
of artillery, 3d March, 1617, to be major 
by brevet, to take rank from 3d March, 
1827. 

Brevet Captain. 

Elijah Lyon, Ut limitenant 3d regi- 
ment of artillery, 1st January, 1617, to 
be captain by brpvet, (o take rank from 
1st Jai^uary, 1827. 

Captain Lyon, of the 2d artillery, is 
arranged to £. company. 

Captain 'raHusTUN, of the 3d artillery, 
to C. dotnpany. 

CArr.ijN Baird, of the 3d artillery, to 
D. company. 

Assistant Commissaries. 

Ist lieutenant Reuben Holmes, of tho 
Gth infantry, to be assistant commissary 
of subsistence, 19th January, 1827. 

Ist lieutenant W. S: Newton, of the 
3d artillery, to be assistant commissary 
of subsistence, 27th February, 1827. 

Tranters. 

Samuel Spotts, captain of the 3d ar- 


tillery, transferred to the 4tii artiJle- 

»^y- 

W. L. MK'lintock, captain of the 4th 
aitillery, transferred to the 3d artille- 
ry. 

James F.ngln, 2d lieutenant of the 
4th infantry, transferred to the 5th infan- 
try. 

Washington, July 14lh, 1837. 

Third Rr.'im'iiit •/ Infantry. 

Ist lieuiPiiaul, Ani>kf.\v I.ewis, to be 
oapiaiii 6tli Juiie, 1627, vice Brooks, re- 
signed. 

Sixth Re^ment of Infantry. 

IstlieulcnanlN. J. ('huger, to bocap- 
tain 1 1th February, 1837, vice Armstrong, 
dc(‘.easL‘d. 

1st lieutenant, Thomas Noel, to bo 
captain 1st May, 1637, vice 81ialer, re- 
signed. 

Appointments. 

John II. Winder, late of the artillery, 
and a graduate of Wont Point, to bo 2d 
lieutenant 1st regiment of artillery, 3d 
April, 1837. 

John Hills, lato of the artillery, and 
a graduate of West Point, to he second 
lieutenant 6th regiment of infantry, 25th 
June, 1827. 

Assistant Commissaries. 

1.st liuutpniint F. N. Barbari.n, of the 
3d artillery, to be assistant commissary 
of subsistence, 16tli iVIay, 1837. 

1st lieutenant Benjamin Waleer, of 
the 3d infantry, to bo assistant comiuuiBa- 
ry of subsisteucp, 26th March, 1827. 

1st lieutenant L. N. Morris, of the 3d 
infantry, to be nssistiint coinmissaiy of 
subsistence, 36th March, 1837. 

Ist lieutenant Alexander H. Morton, 
of the 7lh infantry, to be amistant enm- 
niissary of subtustence, 36th June, 1837. 

2d lieutenant G. W. Long, of the 4tii 
artillery, to bo assistant commissary of 
subsistence, 8ih Juno, 1827. 

Ist lieutenant £. V. Sumner, of the 2d 
infantry, to bo assistant commissary of 
subsistence, 151h June, 1827. 


NAVY PROMOTIONS. 

1S».] CAPTAINS. , tMio Nofri.,do4o; Mn T. N«rW), 

Skmod WmOiaitH, 3d Mudi, VOf ; do do; JonpiiSlliltlli do do. 
JbnphAlfiehoIng, do ' do. . LIEUTENANTS. 

HASTEacOMHAHOANTS. JibeLiaiUimUinSUJftv. 

Cbarlm W. SManer, 3d Mirch, 18!7 : Pumd middiiimwn.— John W, W«it, 
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T. O. Selfridge, Reuben R. Pinkham, 
Henry Eagle, jr. Andrew K. Long, Ger- 
ehom J. Van Brunt, Samuel 0. Cocke, 
George S. Blake, Zachariah F. Johnston, 
Samuel Barron, George Izard, jr. ; Robert 
W. Jones, Alexander G. Gordon, Albert 
G. Slaughter. Stern Humphreys, John 
Marshall, Tllomas McKean Bucha- 
nan, Theodorus Bailey, jr.; Alexander 
M.Mull. 


7b be Lieutenant Colonels by brevet. 
Majors — R. D. Wainwrigbt, Samuel 
Miller, John M. Gamble, of the marine 
corps, 3d March, 1827. 

SURGEON. 

James Page, April 2.3d, 1287. 
PURSERS. 

Judley Walker, August 21 st, 1827 ; 
?^ean Buchanan, do do ; Henry Elting, 
Nov. 27th, 1827. 


GOVERNORS OF THE STATES FOR 1826. 


Maine, 

New- Hampshire, 

Massachusotte, 

Rhode-lslaud, 

Connecticut, 

Vermont, 

New-York, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North Carolina, 
South Carolina, 


Enoch Lincoln, 
Benjamin Pierce, 
Levi Lincoln, 
James Fenner, 
Gideon Tomlinson, 
Ezra Butler, 
De Witt Clinton, 
Isaac H. Williainson, 
John Andrew Shulze, 
Charles Polk, 
Joseph Kent, 
William B. Giles, 
Hutchins G. Burton, 
John Taylor, 


Georgia, 

George M. Troup, 

Alabama, 

John Murphy, 

Mississippi, 

David Hdlmes, 

Louisiana, 

Henry Johnson, 

Tennessee, 

William Carroll, 

Kentucky, 

Joseph Desha, 

Ohio, 

Allen Trimble, 

Indiana, 

James B. Ray, 

Illinois, 

Ninian Edwards, 

Missouri, 

Alexander McNair. 


Territomes. 

Michigan, 

Lewis Cass, 

Arkansas, 

George Izard, 

Florida, 

William P. Dnvali. 


REPORT ON THE SINKING FUND. , 

The sums disbursed from the treasury, during the year 1825, on account*ol' the 
principal and interest of the public debt, amounted, as per the last annual re- 
port, to ^112,101,864 78 

• And have been accounted for in the following manner, viz ; 

There was applied for the payment of a sum short provided on ac- 
count of the public debt, prior to the Ist January, 1825. ' 38,385 78 

And there was ap^ied, during the year 1825f towards tlio pay- 
ment of the principal and interest of the public debt, as ascertain- 
ed by accounts rendered to this department, $12,124^085 87 
Viz: 

In the redemption of treasury note six per cent 
stock, 

In the r^emption of 7 per cent, stock. 

In rademption of exchange of 6 per cent etock 

In the redemption of 6 cent etock of 1812, * 

In the payment of Mississippi certifieatoi, 

In the payment of treasury notep, 

And on payment of ceitaiii parts of the^domestic 


' The intereet vhidi acemed for the year 1825, 
Amounted to 

Ijww wae paid for premium on 7 pet cent, 
etock, 


1,470,37.1 82 
2,113 92 

56,539 31) 
6,187/106 84 
lr^24 02 
2,001 49 

15 31 

7,728,575 70. 

4,395,498 59 

1188 
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Of this ram, there was short provided, consisting of 
unclaimed dividends not applied for by the pro- 
prietors, 110,616 97 

12,013,460 00 


12,101,864 78 

That, during the year 1826, the following disbursements were made by the treasury, 
on account of the principal and interest of the public debt, viz : 


On account of .the interest of the debt, 3,97 1 ,842 95 

the redemption of the 6 per cent, stock of 1813, * 7^70,730 91 

the redemption of 7 per cent, stock, 25 00 

In payment of treasury notes, 2^0 58 

Mississippi certificates, 450 00 

certain parts of domestic debt, 27 86 

Making together, 1 11,045466 30 


Which disbursements were made from the appropriation of ten millions of dollars 
for the year 1826, and from the unexpended balance of the appropriations at the com- 
meneoment of that year, and will be accounted for in the next annual report, in con- 
lonnity to the accounts which shall then have been rendered to this department, in 

the mean time, the manner in which the said sum has been applied, is estimated 
as follows : 

There is estimated to have been applied to the deficiency, at the end 
of the year 1825, 1 10,616 97 

In the redemption of the principal of the public debt, 7^73,623 35 

And on account of the interest of the debt, viz : 

Tho interest for the year 1826, is estimated at 3,940,361 55 

Of tills sum there is estimated to have been short 
provided., 79,135 57 

3461,225 98 


$11,045,466 30 


HNANCES OF MEXICO. 

Rtfori qf the Secretary of tfie Treatury, to the Mexican Congrese. 

Tiie progressive increase of the revenue for the last four years, exclusive of the 
foreign loans, appears as follows, viz : 

For 1823, $5409,722—1824, 8,4o2;d28— 1825, 13,164,644—1826, 14,159449. 

From September 1, 1P25 to June 30, 1826, (10 months,) tho receipts amounted to 
13,848,257 dollars, including the foreign loan, 2458459 dollars. The customs in the 
ports yielded 6414483; tobacco, 1,316,127 dollars ; the states contributed 1468452 
doUars; the duties of Averia, 5294^ dollars. The expenditures, during the same 
period, amounted to 12,189,725 dollars, leaving a balance in the treasury, on the 30th 
June, 1826, of 1,658432 dollars. The expenditures of the war department were 
6455,078 dollars, and the navy cost 900,253 dollars. Of the treasury department, 
3,673,043 dollars, which includes a rrmittanco in March laet to England, of 283400 
dollars, for the payment of the dividends on the loans. Since the last of Jane, 800400 
dollars have been remitted for tho same purpose. 

For the year ending Juno 30, 1828, the net revenue was $13467437 

And the expenditures ^f department of state, $264,082 

Department of jnstice, and eodesiastiefri affairs, ^6408 

Treasury department, . 6486,685 

f rmy and navy ^Ispartments, estimated at ten mif- 

lions, but rewced to 7,787433 

$13463498 

llalancB in fteasuiy, June 30, 1828, 304438 



COLOMBIA. 


sor 

Krom September, of 1825, to June, 1826, (10 mopths), tho coinage oi tlie republic, 
in the five mints of Mexico, (Tuanajuato, Tacatecas, Guadalajara, and Ou> 
rango, 7,463,300 dollars. 

The entire coinage of Mexico, from the year 1733, when the mint of the capital, 
(which, from 1535, to 1732, was in charge of private individuals, who left no records), 
viras conducted on account of tho government, to June 30, 1826, amounts to one thou- 
sand four hundred and thirty-five mUlionSy tix hundred andjfly-eight thousand six hun- 
dred and eleven dollars. 


COLOMBIA. 

Kstimate of expenses, for 1827 : 

Foreign department. 

$69,369 n 

Home ditto 

526,886 4i 

War ditto 

4,307,797 4 

Marino ditto 

912,721 1) 
579,047 Oi 

Finance ditto 

Interest of debt, 

1,800,000 0 

One per cent, towards tlic fund for liqdi- 

dating tho said debt, 

moooo 

$8,495,822 04 


. Tho difference in favour of the republic, in the present year, compared with tlic 
nreceding. amounts to the sum of |6,991 ,880, 3 reals. Demonstrated thus ; 

Kstimato for 1826, .$15,487,719 3i 

Ditto 1827, 8,495,822 0^ 

$6,991,897 


BRITISH REVENUE. 


Abstract of tlie net produce of the revenue of Great Britain, in the years and quar- 


ters ended lUth October, 1825 and 1826, showing the increase or 

decrease on each 

head thereof: 






Years ended 10th Oct. 




1825. 

1826. 

Increate. 

Decrease. 

Customs, 

£14,306,152 

15.436,127 

1,129,975 


Excise, 

Stamps, 

21,620,714 

17,823,827 

3,796,887 

6,997,016 

6,411,242 

1,499,000 

• 

585,774 

Post office. 

1,501,000 


2,000 

Taxes, 

4,976,163 

4,703,518 


272,645 

Miscellaneous, 

362,741 

633,962 

271,221 


49,763,786 

46,507,876 

1,401,196 

4,65736 


Deduct increMe, • 


1,401,196 


DoeretN on tbu year, 


3,256,110 


• • 

* lo the ofentof its bsist nsesMSiy to eqriji and am all^ho vsmb of war baloDciqs to the rrpuK- 
lic, the Mtimata for the maAm dt^amaant wiS ba ioenmA to 9.«V,49S dollan, 6 
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Quartom ended Oct. 10 


Customs, 

F«xciBe, 

Stamps, 

Post office, 
Taxes, 

Miscellaneous, 

1825. 

je5,2754.‘>5 

5,1544158 

1,823A19 

3794)00 

474,433 

76,377 

1826. 

4,579,640 

5,226,723 

1384,563 

3604)00 

486,624 

59,042 

Increase, 

71,865 

12,191 

Dtereast. 

698411.5 

238,956 

19,000 

. 174J35 

. 

13,186,642 

12,296,592 

84,056 

974,106 


Deduct increase, 


84,056 


Decrease on the quarter, 


890,050 


FRENCH FINANCES. 


Comparative statement of th^ produce of the revenue, for the first nine months of 
1826, with the produce of the revenue realized during the same nine nionths for 1825. 
At the same time, it appears from another table, that the estimates fur 1826 were 
made out from the receipts of the revenue in 1824, and the increase during the pre 
tent year, compared with 1824, is 2J,57ii,000r. 

From direct taxes, 1826. i«25. 

Woods and > Sale of wood, 25,950, ooo 22,690,000 

forests. \ Accessories, 4,466,000 4,032,000 

Stamp duties, 132,909,000 128,753,000 

Revenue and sale of domains, 1,837,000 2,344,300 

Customs, navigation dues, &c. 78,2159,000 70,828,000 

'Indirect 1 I^evied at (he pans 

(axes S on the coast, 35.503,000 36,973,000 

on salt. ) In the interior, 4,585,000 4,791,000 

On liquors, 79,886,000 77,709,000 

Various indirect taxes, stage coaches, 

&c. 16,927,000 16.470,000 

Sale of tobacco, 49,686,000 49,758,000 

Sale of powder, 2,966,000 2,877,000 

Post olfico, 5 per cent, on sending 
money, 19,406^ 19,192,000 

Mails and packets, 1,212^ 1,253,000 

Lottery, 8,365,000 12,697,000 

Misoollaheous, '' 4,877/)00 3,551,000 


f.470,484,000 f.453,929,300 

or 194,100,000 ^90,300,000 

Tho amount of the debt of France, constituting the capital of the renta% as they 
are called, or inscriptions on the great book, is, we beliovo, about four hundred mil- 
lions of dollars. 


SUMMARY STATEMENT 

Of tfu Exports of n't Growth^ ProcLee, tmd Manirfaehtrt of tho UnUed StaUs^ dw> 
ing the pear edding S^tmber 30//i„10S6. 

Produce of the fisheries, |1<473J388 

Fun, skins, g&seng, oak bark, naral stores, pot and pearl ashes, ]d^,556 

Lumber, stavee, and shingles, 2jDl 1,694 

Beef, tallow, hides, butter and cheese, pork, and live animals, 3^998,890 

Vm^Uo food and gnin, &c. 7,687^7 

TAmco. 6^;»8 



TONNAGE OF THE UNITED S'l'AfErf. m 

• (;ol.ton, 125,025,214 

Indigo, flax seed, hops, and brown sugar. 354,462 

Domestic manufactures, 5,346,670 

Specie, 605,85 

Manufactured articles not enumerated, 348,252 

Raw produce not enumerated, 277,086 

Total $.53,055,710 

Export! Foreign Growths Produces or Mamtfacluress during the same pear. 
Merchandise fn'e of duty, 5,135,108 

do paying duty ad valorem, , 11,276,536 

do paying Spcciiic duty, 8,127,968 


Total $24,539,612 


ABSTRACT of the Tonnage of the Shipping of the several Districts of 
the Vniled States^ on the last day of December y 1825. 















AI PBligB f y m of the CoHUERCC of each State and Territosv, commencing on the 1st day 
of October, 1825, and ending pn the 30th day of September* 1826. 
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IHIBLIC DOCILMBNTS, 


I.— DOMESTIC. 


jyJman'i'. of the Pmit/nif of the roiled Stairs to the AincUenlh Con- 


gress. — Si rih 

F('Ilow*('iti/('ns J (lie <on;ite, 

and of llu; lIoii'C (»f 

'Fho ol’ (he Kc- 

presentativos oj’odr riiion in ImiIIi 
II ouscss of (\)n;;iT‘s.s at (his time, 
oconrs nndcr circumstances call- 
fertile renewed liomago of onr 
jjratcfiil neknowled'rnicnts to the 
iJivcr of ail o;ood. With (he ex- 
ceptions incidental to tlic most fe- 
licitous condition of hnnum exist- 
ence, we continue to he highly fa- 
voured in all the elements which 
contrihuto to individual comfort 
and to national prosperity. Tri the 
survey of our extensive country, 
we have generally to ohserve a- 
bodes of health and regions of 
plenty. In our civil and political 
relations, we have peace without, 
and tranquillity within, our bor- 
ders. We are, as a |>eople, fli- 
ercasing with unabated rapidity in 
•population, wealth, and iiatiouai 
resources ; and, whatever diller- 
cnces of opinion exist among us, 
with regani to the inode ami the 
means by which we shall turn the. 
beneficence of heaven to the iiji- 
jifovcment of our own condition, 


id Session. 

there is yet a spirit animating us 
all, uliieh will not sillier thchoun- 
fies of Providence to be showered 
upon us in vain, hut Mill receive 
them witli grateful hearts, and ap- 
ply tliem uitli mnvearied hands, to 
the adiancemcnt of^the ^general 
good. , • 

Of the subjects rcccinmcttded 
to the consideintion df (’ongress 
at their last session, some were 
then definitively acted upon. 0- 
thers loft unfinished, but partially 
matuicd, m ill recur to your atten- 
tion, M illiout needing a renewal of 
notici.’ from me. 'J’lic puposc of 
this communication will be to pre- 
sent to vour view the general as- 
pect of our public atlairs at tliis 
moment, and the measures which 
have heen taken to carry into ef- 
fect the inlenlions of the Legisla- 
ture *as signilied by the laws then 
and heretofore enacted. 

In onr intercom '^e. with other 
. narions of the esyth, we have still 
thef hapniness of enjoying ju'aee 
and a general good uitilorstanding 
— qiiaiified, however, in several 
important instances, by collisions 
• 1 
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of interest, niid by iins:Uisiiotl 
claims of justice, to the seiih:- 
ment of which, the coii^ititiitioin! 
interposition of tin. \.‘ni -hitivf nii- 
thority may hccoiu liliimiitely i«i- 
dispensible. 

By the decent} of th.” flinj’.t.- 
ror Aleximiler of 
occurred cot(Mii|nir.inco;;-ly v.illi 
the cuniiiK ncL incut tif tin* !a-t 
Session of Coiv.;re'r«, ihiJ v eil 'd 
States have been denrived ni* u 
long tried, .steaily, anil feidilid 
friend. Born to the inlu^rii-ince of 
absolute power, and trained in tlie 
school of adversity, from wliicli 
no power on earth, hfiwever ai)so- 
lute, is exempt, that monureli, 
from his youth, had bcien tanuitt 
to feel the force and value ofnnii- 
lic opinion^ and to be sensible tiiat 
the interests of his own govern- 
ment would best be promoted i>y 
a frank and friendly intercourse 
with this republic, ns those r»f ln'« 
people would be ailvanced by a 
liberal commercial intercourse 
with our country. A candid and 
confidential interchange of sen- 
timents between him and tiio gov- 
ernment of the United States, 
upon the alfuirH of Southern .\iner- 
ica, took place at a period not long 
preceding his demise, and contri- 
buted to fix that course of pvdicy 
which left to the otlior gf»v<Tn- 
menla of Europe no allrrnativc 
but that of sooner or lat'T recog- 
nizing the indcpcrirlenco of our 
southern neighbours, of whicii the 
example had, by the United Spates, 
already been set. The ordinary 
diplomatic coinmuiiicalions be- 
tween his successor, the Lmncior 
Nicholas, and the United Stales, 
have sufTered some int^ruption 
by the illness, departure, and sub- 
sequent decease of his minister re- 


siding lien;, who eiijoyoil, as he 
meiited, the enlire conlidcncc of 
In'S ns'W so\er<‘iL‘M, as In; had cini- 
iicnllv rc. pon'li'i! to tliat of his 
j;;i :i-. •. ..o'. i.ni wo have had 
l!;: ; ii. 1 .'•■‘.li- liiciiTv ar’Sinances, 
‘i:!- • . of Ihe ii ii»n- 

i:- ; «•};;■. .‘ii I o.a./ds Iho United 
a..' .:!l. > j. 'lii r (mnloiiiia- 
to liii). V, !.ii-h liad so long 
a.:d (‘(ni.'iaatU animal.. a] his iin- 
p'. ri il hroiiii'r; and we have rea- 
son lo l!M|u.‘ tliat lli(;y will serve to 
cemi’iit that liarmnny and gonrl 
uniiiistanding bcLween tho two 
liatloiis, V, Ihi h, I’mnuh.’d in conge- 
nial intere.-'t.^, cannot hut re.^nlt in 
tlic ad\ancenu iit of the welfare 
and prospfiily ol’hoth. 

Our rclalions of Conimerce and 
Navigalion wii'i I'mmco are, by 
the operation of the Uonvenlion of 
21t!j June, It'i'J, with that \a- 
tif>n, iti a stale of gradual and 
|»roare-. ive in pJo\enient. (.'on- 
vinecil hy all onv experience, no 
less than by the piinciples of fail 
and liberal recijirocity wliich the 
UuiliHl iStule.s liave eoii.stantly ten- 
dered to all tho nations of the. 
oarlli, as the rule of commereial 
interconisn, which they would 
iiniveivally prefer, that fair and 
ciina! competition is most condu- 
civi; to I In; interests of botli par- 
lir.-!, ihi; Uiiifed States, in the ne- 
gotiation of that (bin vent ion, earn- 
estly contended for a mutual rc- 
iiiiiieialion of di.seriminuting du- 
ties au.l charges in the ports of tlic 
two couiitries. L'naliie to obtain 
tbc iiminaliate recognition of ibis 
principh; in its full extent, after rc- 
tlncing the duties of discrimina- 
tion, so far ns it was found attain- 
able, it was agreed that at the cx- 
piration ol two years iroin the 1st 
of October, 1S22, when tbc ('on- 
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v«'tition WHS lo into ( llbi l, un- 
less a notice (jT six ruonll.s un 
either side slioulil be j;iven to tt?.j 
• oilier, tlint liie (Joie.eutioo it- 
self must teniiiiiate, tlio-'o diili's 
slinuld be recluced |)y (u.e fourili ; 
and timt this rcduclinn slio'ild !:■; 
yearly repeated, unlil all ili.'eiimi- 
iiJitioii sliould Clause, vliile l!io 
(H)nvcntion itself slioabl ci utiMiie 
in force. Ily the i-libct fif 
.stipulalioM, Ibree-f until.-; of tin* 
discriininaliii;; diili!'.-; \v!ii>‘{i li.ol 
been Imic'd by ercii l^a-y 
tiic vessel-; of lie; ot!;- r in 
ports, have Ji!i\';i<ly ei \ d *. 
and, Oil li.ii l:.->t of i * ' r, 

. .sliould the (■o,,ve;,l;'''( I • * tdl i.: 
force, the ri'iniuciie,; f'*u,i’.. v.i.l ! :• 
diseoutinueil. ! h h \ .* • .1 •, 
laden with h :e.-. \ f;! 

he ivr-fivi'd in nii,' p.,.?, on tl:': 
."'iimo t<'ns!s asoiiro-,^,; : i i . r •, 

ill rctniii, will e:ijn\ t:, * - ; ..-e a-l- 
vantaire.s in tin*, pjii.-^ of . tauci.*. 
J5y tlu:so iiji[tn:.\in .ni'-:: ' t> an 
» quality ofdntii*.’? an ! of i-lir.rpt-A*, 
not only has the co.inia ico be- 
tween tlie two co'.inti ie.’pre.-'i en d, 
hut friendly di>po.-itij;its h:;vc been 
on both .side.; eneoniaetal and pro- 
‘inuled. h bey \\ \V. < onlinne to be 
clu'ri.slieil and enlnvab'd on the 
part rif the * iiili d Sfati*.-'. It 
woiiid have been liialilyini; to have 
had it ill my power to add, that tile 
ebilnis upon the jn>iiee of the 
rreiich (loseriiinent, iiuolvini;; the 
pixiperty and the eoiiifoi tabli* .■‘iih- 
sistonce of many <-f onr fellow- 
citize.ns, amlwhieli lia\e. been so 
...loiij:; and so eariie.^tly nriijed, weni 
in a more ]>ronii.‘ iii;L^ train of ad- 
.juslineiit Ilian at ytmr'last iiieet- 
iiij^ ; but their coiulitioji reiiaiins 
unaltered. 

With the (^)veriiiii('iit of the 
Netherlands, the mutual abiindoii- 
’incnt of diseiiiniiialin^ duties had 


heen regulated hy Legislative acts 
oil both side.s. The act of Con- 
gr. ss of the 2O1I1 April, ISIS, 
all ili.-lied all discriiiiinating duties 
of Ii;i|io.'t and Tonmge, upon the 
vc'scl.; and produce of the Nc- 
ilM.rland.-; in the port.s of the 
t iiited .‘'■fates, iijion the ^s^surance 
j*i\cnhy the tfOvernmciit of the 
• M. tbcHaiiil-:, that all such diitics 
operating against the shipping and 
eoje.nvrco of the Tniled States, 
In that Kingdom, had been a- 
b"li :!:!‘d. Thc.se reciprocal re- 
liad continurd in for«e 
v: r.'l year^, wlu'ii the discriini- 
1: itb'.r prinelj lo wa;; resumed by 
rie .’.ellmrl umI.s in a new and in- 
foini, by a bounty of ten 
p; reent. in the J-haj'O of a return 
ofd e;t'v: lo tl.eir national vf:.<sels, 
am! In winch (lio.'^o of the I’nitcd 
.‘'iaiv*-: n't* not pu inilled lo parlici- 
{-y l!;e act of (’ongre.-i.s of 
Vtls ri.ni'Mjjv, ls21. all discurni- 
n'Ui.n.r d.'ii --; in the b'nited SlafjDs 
\.e.e again .-'ll, -pended, so far as 
r.'iau'.l to the v(\-si‘la ifiid proJuco 
of ihe .\etli<.ulaiid.’<, so long as^the 
rcj'iprocal exemption sliould be 
extended to the ve.*^sel.s and pro- 
de.ee of ilio \ oiled States in the 
Mellioi lands. Ihit the same act 
pi'ovijles ilinf in the event of a 
restoration of di.'crimiiiating duties 
to operate agiiinst liie shipping 
and coiniiiei'cu of the United 
Slale.<, in any of the foreign coun* 
Iric.s referreil to therein, the sus- 
pt'ii.-ion of di.^crimiiiatiiig duties in 
favoar of tlic navigation of such 
foreign e.oiintry .<huuld ecaso, and 
all file provi.^^ions of the acts im- 
posing di.scMmiiiatiug foreign Ion- 
iia'*e and iinpo.-t duties in the 
l iiiteil fUates, >hould roAivo, and 
be in full force with rc*gaid to that 
nation. 

In the cmic.^poiidcncc with the 
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Government of the Netherlands 
upon this subject, they have con- 
tended that the lavour shown to 
their own shipping by this bounty 
upon their toniic'igc, is not to be 
considered as a discriminating 
duty. But it cannot be denied 
that it produces all the same ef- 
fects. Had the inutual abolition 
been stipulated by Treaty, such 
a bounty upon the national vessels 
could scarcely have been granted 
consisitently with good faitli. Yet, 
as the act of (’ongress of 7lh 
January, 1824, has not expressly 
authorised the Executive authority 
to determine what shall be con- 
sidered as a revival of discrimi- 
nating duties by a foreign Gov- 
ernment to the disadvantngo of 
the United States, and as tlie re- 
taliatory ineasme on our part, 
however just and necessary, may 
tend rather to that contlict of le- 
gislation which we dopreoale, 
than to tha’t concert to which we 
invite all Coinmerciui nations, as 
most confiucive to their interot 
and our own, 1 have tiiought it 
more consistent uith the spirit of 
our Institutions to refer the sub- 
ject again to the paramount au- 
thority of the legislalure.lt) decide 
what measure the emergency 
may require, than abruptly by 
Proclamation, to carry into effect 
tho minatory provision of the act 
of 1S21. 

During the last session of (.’on- 
gress, Treaties of Amity, Navi- 
gation and Commerce, wcm; ne- 
gotiated and signed at this place 
with the Government of Denmark, 
in FiUropc and widi the Pedbra- 
tion of Central America, in (this 
homisphere. 1'hesc treaties then 
received the constitutional sanc- 
tion of the Senate, hy the advice 
and consent to their ratification. 


They were accordingly ratified on 
the part of the United States, and 
during the recess of Congress have 
been also ratified hy the other res- 
pective contracting parties. The 
ratifications have lieen c.vchnngcd, 
and they have been published by 
Proclamations, copies of which are 
horcwilh comiiumicated to (.'on- 
gres-a. These treaties have cs- 
taldishcd between the contracting 
parlies the principles of equality 
and reeiprocily in their broadest 
and most liherni extent : Each 
parly admitting the vessels of the 
other into its ports, laden with 
cargoes the jirodiicc or manufac- 
ture of any quiirt«‘r of the globe, 
u|)ou tho payment of tlie same 
duties of ttumago and imp.ost that 
nro chargeable upon their own. 
'riioy have furtlier .stipulated, tliat 
tho paitios shall hereafler grant 
no favour ofuavigaliou or eom- 
mert e, to any other nation, wliicti 
shall not upon the same terms ho 
grant(‘d lo (‘Ui li otlier ; and that 
lU'.itlwr jiarly will iiiqiosc upon 
articles of mercbar.ili.-e, the pio- 
duce or mamdactiuc of the other, 
any otlw r or Isiglier duties than 
upfMi t!ie like articles h<‘ing tho 
produce r)r mauufaeluro of any 
ollu’r couiifry. 'I’o tin .<0 princi- 
ples then: i.s in lluj ('onvenlion 
witli Denmark an exception, with 
regard to the. (.'olonic's of that 
Kingdom in the Arctic Seas, hut 
none with regard to licr Colonics 
in the West Indies. 

In the course oi' tho last sum- 
mer, the term lo which our last 
Commercial Treaty with Sweden 
was limited, has expired. A con- 
tinuation of it is in tho contem- 
plation of tho Swedish Govern- 
ment, and is holioved to he desira- 
ble on tho part of the United States. 
It has been pro[)oscd hy the King 
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ol* Sweden, that, pcndiri" tlic nc- 
gotiatioii of renewal, the expired 
Treaty should bo mutually cori- 
eidcred as still in force, a ineiii-iirc 
■ which will retpiire the sanction of 
Conf^ross to J)C carried into elsbet 
on our part, and which T therefore 
recommend to your consideration. 

With llussia, Spain, l*ortn*^al, 
and in e-cneral all the Mnropeaii 
I’owers, between whom and the 
Uriited States relations of iVieetll*/ 
interc’ourso have existed, their 
condition has not material! v vaiii.d 
since the last, session of ( ‘onjjre.''^. 

I rej.^ret not to he ahlt‘ to say the 
same of our eoinmineial inter- 
. course with tin; Colonial l’os.*e.<- 
.siniis ofCin-at Uiilaiii, in \m«*rie:K 
N<‘ 0 '<)tiations of tin; liiehe^t im- 
]»ortanc(; to our eroiunoii iiilere •I'j 
have been for several yoais in di.^- 
enssioii hetw’emi tin* two tiovorn- 
ments ; and on tin: part of t!ie 
I nitiol Slates have hei’n invaii ihly 
pursued in the spirit (»f ean<!«Mir 
and conciliation. Inicre. ls of::reat 
mrijiiiitiide and dehcae\ lia?! been 
adjusted by the Coinenlions of 
ISC'), and ISIS, while llial of 
1S22, mediated by the late I'.mpc- 
tor Alexander, had promised a 
satisfactory compromise of claims 
which the l-iovcrnmcnt (»f the 
United Slates, in justice to the 
rij^hts of a nnmorons class of their 
citizens, was hoimd to sustain. 
Ihit with regard to the comni(*r- 
rial intercourse between the I ni- 
ted States and the lirilish < ’ulonii*s 
in America, it 1ms been hitiiorto 
*Jbund impracticable to hrin" the 
parties to an understanding satis- 
factory to both, 'riift relative 
geographical position,, and the res- 
^ pcctivc products of rialurc fiil- 
' livated by human industry, had 
constituted tlio dements ofii coni' 


mcrcial intercourse hctw'ocn the 
I'niled Stairs and British Ame- 
rica, insular anrl continental, im- 
portant lo tin: iiiljalfitanl.s of both 
cnimtries. But- it had been in- 
terdicted by (ireat Ifiitain, upon 
a priiK'ipk; liereteforc ])raeli.-rcd 
r.pon by the colonizin'r nrili<>ns of 
Kurojic, ol‘ holdiirj; the trade of 
th(*ir colonics, each in exclusive 
iMotioj'oly to hcrs(!f. After llio 
tcrmiiiation of tin* late war, llii.s 
iiiti-rdir-tioii li :d fenn n'vivrd. and 
t'ue !’rili-h (I'n-.eiiimi nt ili'cliiicd 
including' liii< porlicii of our iutei^ 
cnui-^o with her |)o:>essiou.s in 
til*’ neiidtialiou of ilie Convention 
oi'lSl.*), 'flic trade* \\A< then ear- 
red o I i‘.\< 1 ' «’vi lv- ill r»iit\'h ves- 
>%. !s. till tla* tn f ,.f CoTl'.n SS cou- 
ct ruhe*. iiii*. i’/1'iou, of I'sis. and 
the ..uppl- ti.Ci lal :u t ol lVjO. mrt 
t'l- iiite.d.'l i-y a eoife^poudiiiilj 
•• re on tin* j'.n t of the 1 nit( d 
."*’1.10 'l it* liu ar'iues. uoiodn- 
(ali eion. 1 of t>l' ii' i’i eiry self- 
defene:*. ”.i ri* -oan sm eet diu^Vy 
an .Vcl of IV.iliaLK nt, opt t.i::;: cer- 
teiu <’oIoiii;)l perl" to the cl.'i of 
the Cnil' d Mali'.-<, euiiuiu diiaclly 
iVom llsoin, and to the importation 
from them of ci'ilain arliclos of 
our jirodiiee. burdened with hea- 
vy dtijios, and exeluiiiniz somn of 
the most valualdj* articles of our 
export*^. 'I'he Cuiletl States open- 
ed their junts to Ihitish vessels 
from the Colonies, upon terms as 
exe.i.lly eoirespoiufmi:' with ihoso 
of the Vet of l*aili;nr,ent, as, in 
the relative posiii.ui of the partie.s, 
could he nr.ule. .Vnd a uep>tiation 
was eommeneeil hv mutual eou- 
.seirt, with the hojie, on our part, 
tha^ a reciprocal spirit of aecom- 
iiioilatioA and a eonunon senti- 
ment of the iuipoitauee of the 
trade to the interests ef the in- 
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habitants of the two countries, 
between whosn it iniua be oariied 
on, would ultiniiilely bring the 
parties to a eoiuproiiiise, with 
which both might be satLdied. 
'With this view the (^jveriiineiit 
of the Vnitoil Slates had detcr- 
iniiiod to saeriliee soinetlilug of 
that entire rcci|ir«K ity wliich in all 
cumincrcial aiTaii.'XcMnents with 
Foreign Pt)werri they are' entilleil 
to demand, and to aequiosce in 
some ine([ULdities disadvania'^eons 
to ourselves, rather llian to fon'u'O 
the benelit of a final and jier- 
manent adjnslmcnt ofthi.'! intoie.-t, 
to tile sutiofaelioii of ( I rent I’rilain 
herself. The neg<ai:iUon, repi at- 
edly sii.-ipcnded by aeeUei.lal < ir- 
cumsianccs, was, Imwi ver, by 
mutual agreement and exnre. s a- 
sont, considered as [a'lid/ng, and 
to be speedily rosmned. In the 
mean time, anothci* Act of Par- 

liapiont, so doubtful and aml:i:;U> 
Qus in its unport as to have been 
misunderstood hy tin; olliem-s in 
the colon/es who wme to carry it 
into exeention. ojicns again cer- 
tain colonial p»>rts, u|)nn new con- 
ditions and terms, with a threat 
to close tlicm against any nation 
which may not aecepf. tlio.;o terms, 
as pieseri’oed hy die JJrilisli (iov- 
erimienf. 'J'his act jia sod in duly, 
lS2b, not comiiiimicatrd to the 
(ie‘\c;iniiii;nt cd' the Uniied .‘1 talcs, 
notundcr.-tood hy the Jirilisii Otii- 
cers of die Cii.-loms in the Ciilo- 
iihis wher.i it was to he enforced, 
was novertlicless suhmiilnd 4o llic 
consideration of (‘ongres'!, at their 
last session. Wilh tiic kiU-wIeflge 
that a negotiation upon tin*. », ob- 
ject had long Vieeu in |nogress, 
and pledges given of il^^l resump- 
tion at an 'early day, it wu.s dei m- 
ed <;xpcdient to await the result of 
that negotiation, ratlii;r than to 


subscribe implicitly to terms tho 
import of which was not clear, 
and which fnc Ihitish authorities 
themselves, in this hemisphere, 
were nut jn epaied to explain. 

Iminediati ly after the close of 
tho la-t Ses.'ion of Uoiigress, one 
of our most dislinguislied citizens 
wji'j d.'spatclu'd as Knvoy Extra- 
onliiiary and I'dinlstcr IMeiiipolcn- 
liary to (iri'ut lirilain, furnished 
with inslrnctions* which wc could 
not <l.:iiht woidd lead to a con- 
clusi.Mi f'd* this long controverted 
interest, upon terms acceptable 
hi ijiifain. I pon bis arrival, 
and heiiire he had delivered his let- 
ins ftfi’.edeiiee, lie wnsmel by an 
</'r.I. r<d“ dm IJrili'h Foimcil, ex- 
cludi es from and alter the first 
of 'n-cfijiber now luirrent, tho 
vos>(ds oi* tlie United States from 
alldm thdonial British ports, ex- 
cept inir those iinmedialcly border- 
ing iq.'Oii our 'I’crrilories. In an- 
.swi:r to his expostulations upon a 
mc.iHire thus iinexpi'cloil, be is in- 
i’ irqu'd diat, according to tho an- 
cient maxims of policy of F.urojwan 
nations liaving cohmic's, their trade 
is an exclusive possession of the 
inotlicr country. 'J'hat all parti- 
cipation in it. by other naliuiis, is a 
boon or favour ; not forming a snb- 
jeet of negotiation, but to be re- 
gnlati'd liv the I.egiftlalive Acts of 
tlio I'ower owning the colony. 
'J'iiat tiie Ihitisb (roveniniont, 
thercniio, declines negotiating 
«onci r;iiiig it ; mid that, as the 
L'niicd Slates did nut forthwith 
accr pt piiridy and simply the terina 
oOi reil hy the Act of J’nrliaincnt, 
of.? Illy, I . ->25, (ircal llritain would 
not now admit tiie vessels of the 
Utiilcii Slates even upon the terms 
on which sis' lias opened them to 
the iiavigation of other nations. 
We liave been accustomed t^ 
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coiisiiiot tlui Iratle V'liicli wo Ij.'ivo 
enjoyed with the Urilish C-.h't'if 
rather as an inl(Mrl!ati:!;f; al 

benelits, tliaii ns ninoio ihvt.!:r ic- 
ccivetl ; that, uii<!i r ; v * ii- 
' enmstanoe, wo li.ui: ;J‘.- 1) -m r i;:- 
plo C((tiivnl(!nl. V. i; li.;-.-- .s. !i 
evciy other nalitei, IifiMi.i/ 
liios, iit'goliiilo v.i'I? lillu r 1. 1 i 
and oi"int iiocjy, o.'hj i .i‘fjn 
to the (hjloiiies l y ;ss;»l, 

so tar arc the ollu r <■(/! ea- 

iions of thiropo now fiom r- i’l;. iii.-; 
to no>;oliato I'or lunlo wish ir 
Colonics, that wo tnnvoocs oavo 
secured access to ilu: of 

more than one of ilu in l.-y 'j'lraly. 
.The refiiaal, lueviAer, oft oat 
llrilain to neiiniiale, ?•> tho 

llnited States no litiu r ah».';iu.li\c 
‘than that of re'rnl itiier, or in- 
terdicting alloj;< till r, tlic 
on their part, aeeonlin:^ m ritlior 

measure may allect tin* ii^t r- 
csts of onr own count rv : 
witll that e\elusi\c <il«iret, I 
would recommend tlie \\lio!-.' ^ uf- 
ject to your calm ami can. lid 
dcliherations. 

It is hoped that our unavailing' 
exertions to accomidish a rordi il 
good undcislamling on this in- 
terest, will not liaM' ail nnpr.ij'iti- 
oiis ('fleet upon t!io other mcit 
topics of discn«sion, betwm'ii tlio 
two <iov(’rnmcnts. (tnr \oith- 
• eastern and Norili-wcsteni liouml- 
arics arc still unadju.'.lcd. '1*1, o 
Commissioners under the 7lii \r- 
tiele of tlie 'I'n’aty of (ilienl, lau** 
nearly come to llio close (d’ (heir 
Mabours ; nor can we renoiinci? llio 
expectation, cid’cehled a's it is, 
that tlu'y may jiuree nfnu il.cn- 
Report, 1() lh(^ s:ili:-fai-iion or ae- 
quiescence of both parties, 'flu' 
‘(hmimissiuii for li(piidalin;r Hic 
claims for indemiiilv for shir**? 
carried away aflin- tlm close <d lhe 


war, has Ik cn .-riltiMK, with donbt- 
ful prospects of sacecss. iho- 
po-ili-ons of coippromiso have, 
l;o\.e\i'i, d \-' hver n the two 
l!;f: re-jill of which, 
v.c i!..t‘er (.iiifuji’.es, may yet 
prove Jacio; y. Our own rlis- 
)!0-l!ie5-.> aiul |.•n■;5l\^,s towards 
<*r( a{ )::iia:n are :.i! iVi'.ndly and 
et.iiieiii itoi v ; nor (-.ill we alaindon, 
hut witii .'-lion:-: reuietaiun-, tlic 
lu'Iicf ilnif they will ultimately 
oi'-el aotu.-n, not of favours, which 
v.^' r.eitff r a'-h iut de.-ire, bin of 
C'ni I ■.(.eiproeiiy i;.nd aood will. • 

Vv’itii dm Aiiieiiiaii (.iovrni- 
inoi;!'! lii'iiii phere. we con- 

tin-.i'. 1 *) 1 laVuiiii! an inlcicourac. 

lin.-r Im. ;..'!;, and la.-iwccn 
»i,fir K'.de-n . ;e ! oins ilnit coin- 
im.vi ’ i;.U ie!.: i';.e efvbicb imi- 
(n:'ll:eia M I- (lie -i.'urci’, and iiiu- 
l"..! ,* •■■i.il l.:ui::(.;jv flic rc- 

is in a sial(' of ini- 

j'.roveiiu’iii. 'i-lie war I'l'jw^ien 
i pain a:.il lln'in, sioetf t!ie toti^l 
('\inil>i.>n oi' ll'( J'pani.'Ii iiiihfnVy 
force I’iiun tluir contin'*ntal tinii- 
tories, ban bvt'n lltllf' iMor(‘ than 
iioniinal : aiu! iiu'ir icleinal Iran- 
([Ujlhly, iboe ,h ecea iui.allv ine- 
naec-d by tiu' apilatiims v.liieli ci\il 
wars m vtr fad to leave behind 
tin in. has not been all'cctcd by 
nnv s('rions calaicitv. 

The CoiiLoess of Ministers 
from several of tlioso nations 
wliieb a<seml'led at I’aiiama, after 
a sliorl session there, adjourned 
to nu’et ap:ain, at a more favoura- 
ble season, in the lu irihbonrhood 
of olexieo. 'I'iu' dec eas(' of om* ot 
our .Mini-'lers on bis way to the 
b'thfuus. and (lie imjK-dinu'nts of 
the fcca.-e.i». v.hi( ITdelar ed ilie de- 
parture oi the otlmr, vlcj'rived ns 
of the adv aiitaire ol' Ik Tag repre- 
sented at the fiot meeting of the 
(’ongress. 'l iicic is, howc\cr, no 
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reason to believe that any of the 
transactions ot* the ('ongress were 
of a nature to aiVect injuriously the 
interests of the United States, or 
to require the interposition of our 
Ministers, had they been present. 
Their absence has indeed de- 
prived us of the opportunity of 
possessing precise and authentic 
information of the treaties which 
were concluded at Panama; and 
the whole result has confirmed me 
in the conviction of the expedi- 
ency to the United States of be- 
ing represented at the Congress. 
The surviving member of the -Mis- 
sion, appointed during your last 
Session, has accordingly pioccerl- 
ed to his destination, and a suc- 
cessor to his distinguished and la- 
mented associate will he notniiia- 
ted to the Senate. A treaty of 
Amity, Navigation, and Coju- 
mcrce, has, in t!ie eour-^c of the 
la^t summer, been eoin ludod hy 
our 31inister Plenipoientiary at 
]\{cxico, with the I uihjd States of 
that Coiifcderacy, which will also 
be laid before the Senate for their 
advice with regard to its rutilicu- 
tion. 

In adverting to tlio present con- 
dition of our fiscal concerns, and 
to the prospects of our llcvcnue, 
the first remark that calls our at- 
tention, is, tliat they are le.ss exu- 
berantly prosperous than they 
were at tlie corresponding period 
of the last year. Tluj severe 
shock so extensively sustained by 
the commercial and nuinufuvturing 
interests in Great Prituin, has not 
been without a perceptible recoil 
upon ourselves. A reduced* im- 
portation from abroad is necessa- 
rily succeeded by are<lu :ed return 
to the I’Vcasury at borne. 'I’he 
net revenue of the present year 


will not eipial that of the lust. 
And the receipts of that year 
which is to come will fall short of 
those in the current year. The 
diminution, liowuvcr, is in part at- 
tributable to the flourishing condi- 
tion of some of our domestic 
manufacturers, and so far is com- 
pensated by an equivalent more 
profitable to tlic nation. It is also 
highly gratifying to perceive, that 
the dcticiency in tlic revenue, 
while it scarcely exceeds the anti- 
cipations of the last year’s esti- 
mutes from the Treasury, has not 
interrupted the application of more 
tluiii eleven millions during the 
present year, to the discharge of 
the priii(.i[)al and interest of the 
debt, nor the reduction of upwards 
of seven millions of the capital 
debt itself. Tlic balance in the 
Treasury on the 1st of January 
last, was five millions two hundred 
and one tliousAud .six hundred and 
iifty dollars and forty-three cents. 
Thu receipts from that time to the 
JOUi of September last, were 
nineteen millions live hundred and 
eighty- live thousand nine hundred 
and thirty-two dollars and fift) 
cents. The receipts ofllio curreir 
quarter, estimated at six millionf 
of dollars, yield, witli the sums al- 
ready received, a revenue of ahou 
twenty-live millions and a half foi 
tlie year. 'I’he expenditures for th< 
three lir?»t ipiarters of the yeai 
have amounted to eighteen mit 
lions si'.ven hundred and iburteci 
thousand two liundn'.d and twenty 
six dollars and .sixty-six cents 
"riic expenditures of the curren 
quarter are expected, includin' 
the tw') millions of the principn 
dcibt to hl^ paid, to balance the re 
ceipls. So that the expenses o 
the year amounting to upwards o 
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a million less than its income, will 
leave a proportionally increased 
balance in the Treasury on the 
1st of January, 1S27, over that of 
the 1st of January last. Instead 
of iivo millions two hundred thou- 
sand, there Avill be six millions 
four hundred thousand dollars. 

The amount of 'duties secured 
on merchandise imported from the 
commencement of the year, until 
the 30th of Septeinher, is estima- 
ted at twenty-one millions two 
hundred and fifly thousand dollars, 
and the amount that will prohfddy 
accrue during the present quarter, 
is estimated at four millions two 
hundred and lifty thousand, ma- 
•king for the whole year twenty- 
five millions and a half, from which 
the drawbacks being deducted, 
will leave a clear revenue from 
the customs, receivable in (he 
year 1827, of about twenty mil- 
lions four hundred thousand dnl- 
lars, which with the sums to be 
received from the proceeds of 
public lands, the bank dividends, 
and other incidental receipts, will 
form an aggregate of about twen- 
ty-three millions, n .sum fiilling 
‘short • f the w'hole c.xjieiisics of 
the present year, little more than 
the portion of those expenditures 
applied to the discharge of the 
public debt, beyond (he annual ap- 
propriation of ten millions, by tlic 
act of 3d March, 1817. At the 
■ passage of that act, the public 
debt amounted to one hundred aftd 
twenty-three millions ainl a half. 
.. On the first of January next, it 
will be short of soventv-four mil- 
lions. In the lapse nl''(ii(vsc ten, 
years, fifty millions of public dehi, 
with the annual charge of up\v^rds 
of throe millions of interest upon 
them, have been extinguished. At 


the passage of that act, of the an- 
nual appropriation of the ten mil- 
lions, sr*ven ivere absorbed in the 
payment of interest, and not more 
than three millions went to reduce 
the capital of tlic debt. Of the 
same ten millions, at this time 
scarcely four arc applicable to the 
interest, and upwards of six are 
ctlcctive in melting down the cap- 
ital. Yet our experience has proved 
that a revenue consisting ho large- 
ly of imposts and tonnage, ebbs 
and flows to an extraordinary ex- 
tent, with all the fluctuations ift- 
cident tqthe general commerce of 
the world. It is within our recol- 
lection that even in the compass 
of the same last ten years, the re- 
ceipts of the Treasury were not 
ade<)untc to the expenditures of the 
year ; and that in two .sueressive 
years it was found necessary to 
resort to loans to n»cct the en- 
gagements of the nation.* fTho 
returning tides of the* succeccliiig 
years replenished llm public jcof- 
iers, until they have a&ain begun 
to feel the vicissitude of a decUnc. 
To produce these alterations of 
fulncs.s and exhaustion, the rela- 
tive operation of abundant or of 

unfruitful seasons, the regulations 
of fiveign fJovernments, t)olitical 
revolutions, the prosperous or de- 
caying condition of nianutacturcs, 
commercial sj»eculations, and ma- 
ny other causes, not always to be 
(raced, variously combine. AVe 
have found the altcrnalo swells 
ami Miminutious embracing peri- 
ods of from two to three years. 
The last period of depression to 
usj was from IS^l) to 1S22. The 
cofrespondiug revival was from 
1S23 to*lhe commeiicgnciit of the 
present year. Still we liave no 
cause to appreheml a depression 
. o 
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comparable to that of the former 
period, or even to anticipate a de- 
ficiency which will intrench upon 
the ability to apply the annual ten 
millions to the reduction of the 
debt. It is well for us, however, 
to be admonished of the necessity 
of abiding by the maxims of the 
most vigilant economy, and of re- 
sorting to all honourable and use- 
ful expedients, for pursuing with 
steady and inflexible perseverance 
the total discharge of the debt. 

Resides the seven millions of 
the loans of 1813, which will have 
been discharged in the course of 
the present year, there arc nine 
millions, which, by tlic terms of 
the contracts, would have been, 
and are now, redeemable. Thir- 
teen millions more of tbo loan of 
1814 will become redcoinable 
from and after the expiration of 
the present month j and iiinu other 
millions from and after the close of 
the ensuing year. They consti- 
tute a mass of tliirty-one millions 
of dollars, *oll bearing an interest 
of six per cent, nu.re than tw enty 
miflions of which will be imincdi- 
ately redeemable, and the rest 
within little more than a year. 
Leaving of tliis amount, fifuuai 
millions to continue at the interest 
of six per cent., but to be, iis far 
as shall be found praetifablo, paid 
off in the years 1827 and isj8. 
There is scarcely a dtad>l, that the 
remaining sixteen millions, might, 
within afew months, be ili.strbnrgtrd 
by a loan not excccrljug tiws pj;r 
cent. redncMnab/e in flic years 
1929 and 18'l(t. Ry tins opera- 
tion, a sum of ncuirly half a mil- 
lion of dollars ^nMy be saved to 
the nation ; and the disuJiarge of 
the whole Uiirty-onn millions with- 
in the four years, may be greatly 


facilitated, if not wholly accom- 
plished. 

By an act of Congress of 3d 
March, 1825, a loan for the pur-, 
pose now referred to, ora sub- 
scription to stock, was authorized 
at an interest not cxeecding four 
and a half per cent. Rut, at that 
time, so large* a portion of the 
floating capital of the country was 
absorbed in commercial specula- 
tions, and so little was left for in- 
vestment in the stocks, that the 
measure was but partially suc- 
cessful. At the last Session of 
Congress, the condition of the 
funds was still unpropitious to the 
measure ; but the change so soon 
afterwards occurred, that hud the. 
authority existed to redeem the 
nine millions now redeemable by 
an exchange of stocks, or a loan at 
five per cent, it is morally cer- 
tain tluit it might luivc been clVcct- 
ed, and with it a yearly saving of 
iiinoty thousand dollars. 

With regard to the collection 
of llpvenuc of Impost, certain oc- 
currences luive, within the last 
year, been di.sclosed in one or 
two of our principal purt.s, which 
engaged liie atteuliou of Congress 
at their lu.st dessiuii, and may 
hereafter require rurthur considera- 
tioii. Until witliin a very few 
years, the i^vocutiun of the laws 
for rui.sing the reveime, like that of 
all our other laws, has been ensur- 
ed moil! by the moral sense oflbc 
unimminity, Ilian by the rigours of 
a jealoii.s )»rceaution, or by penal 
sanclioii.s. Coiiliding in tbo ox- 
einjdury puncliuihty and iinsuiliur 
integrity vif our importing incr- 
cliaiii.M, ;i gradual relaxation from 
the provisions of the Collection 
liuw.s, a close adherence to which 
ivoiild have caused inconvenience 
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auil cxpciisu to them, had long 
become habitual ; and indulgences 
had been extended universally, 
because they liad never been 
abused. It may be worthy of your 
serious consideration} whether 
some furlliei' legislative provision 
may not be necessary to come in 
aid of this slate, of unguarded 
security. 

Prom the reports licrcwilh corn- 
inunicated to the iSceretaries of 
War and of tlic Xavy, with the 
subsidiary documents annexed to 
them, will he discovered the [»re- 
sent condition and administration 
of our Military cstablisiimeiit on 
the land and on tliesca. I’he or- 
ganization of the Army having un- 
'dergone no change .since its reduc- 
tion to the present Peace E.st:i- 
blishinent in 1821, it remains only 
to oh.servo that it is yet found adc- 
ipmtc to all iho purposes for whieli 
a pennuticnl armed lorcc in lime 
of peace can he needed, or ii.seful. 
It may he proper to atid, tlnil, 
from a diHcreiiec ol' opinion be- 
tween the late J*tcaideiit of the 
United Stales and the 8enale, 
with regard to t)ie coiistruciion of 
.the act of Congress of 2d March, 
1.S2I, to reduce and li.\ the iMili- 
tary Peace K.stahlishment of the 
United Stales, it remains hitherto 
.so far without execution, that no 
(’oloiiel ha.s been appointed to 
command one of tiio Uegimeiils 
.of Artillery. A. supplementary, 
or explanatory act of the Legisla- 
ture, appears to be the unly ex- 
pedient pructieable for removing 
' the didicully of this appointment. 

In a period of profoipid peuco, 
the condnet of the mere military 
establishment forms but a very in- 
considerable portion of the dnlic.s 
devolving upon the udiniiiistnition 


of the Department of War. It 
will ho seen by the returns from 
the sul)ordinatc departments of the 
Army, that every branch of the 
service is marked with order, re- 
gularity and discipline. That from 
the Commanding Cieneral through 
all the gradations of superinten- 
dence, the uBicers feel themselves 
(u have been citizens before they 
wore .soldiers, and that the glory 
ofa Ucpublican Army must con- 
sist in the .'Spirit of freedom by 
which it is animated, and of pa- 
trioti.sm by wliich it is impelled. 

1 1 may he conlidcntly stated, tfiat 
the mnrid ciiaiMcier of the Army 
is in a state of continual improve- 
ment, and that all the urrange- 
nicnts for Hie di&posnl of its parts 
have a con.-tant reference to that 
end. 

But to the War Department are 
iilirihuted other duties^ having in- 
deed relation to a liiturc possible 
condition of wtir, hutjudn^ purely 
dclensivc, and in their lendwlcy 
coiiliilnitiiig lalher to the security 
and peiiiuiuem V of peucc. The' 
ercoliou of liie fottiticalious'|)ro- 
vided for by CuiigreriS and adapted 
to secure oiir .cliorcs from hostile 
iava.sioii ; Tlie di>tiil)ulion of the 
fund of public gi ulitude and jus- 
tice ^ the. peii.'*ionei s of the lle- 
\olutionaiy AVta- ; The mainte- 
nance of our rclaliohs of peace nnd 
of protection with the Indian 
Tribes ; and llie internal improve- 
ments and survc) s for tin; locution 
of Hoads and Canals, which dur- 
ing t^ic last three .sessioii.s of Con- 
gress have ( ngaged so iniicli of 
thyir alleiitimi, and may engross 
so large a sliuia; of their future 
benefactions to our country. 

By tlTc act of the ilBlh of April, 
|.*^21, .-iigiie-lcd and appioved by 
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my predecessor, the sum of thirty 
thousand dollars was appropriated, 
for the purpose of causing to be 
made the necessary surveys, plans, 
and estimates of tiie routes of 
such roads and canals as the Pre- 
sident of the United States might 
deem of national importance, in 
a commercial or military point of 
view, or necessary for the trans- 
portation of the public mail — the 
surveys, plans, and estimates, for 
each, when completed, to be laid 
before Congress. 

In execution of this act, a 13oard 
of Engineers was imincdiately in- 
stituted, and have been siiice most 
assiduously and constantly occu- 
pied in carrying it into effect. The 
first object to which their labours 
were directed, by order of the late 
President, was the examination of* 
the country between the tide \valcr^ 
of the Potomac, the Ohio, and Lake 
Erie, to ascertain the practicabili- 
ty of ii cOi*nmunication between 
them, to dcsignalo the must .suita- 
ble ‘route for the same, ami to 
form plans and estimates in detail 
of the expense of execution. 

On the 3d of February, 1825, 
they made tlieir fir.st report, which 
was immediately communicated 
to Congress, and in which they 
declared that having maturel) con- 
sidered tiie circumstances observ- 
ed by them personally, and care- 
fully studied the results of siicli of 
the preliminary surveys as v/eru 
then completed, they were deci- 
dedly of opinion that tho coininu- 
nication was practicable. 

At the last session of (Congress, 
before the Hoard of Eiigiiieifirs 
were enabled to make up tlieir, se- 
cond report, containing a general 
plan, and preparatory estimate fur 
tho work, the (hjinmittee (»f the 


House of Representatives upon 
Roads and Canals, closed the ses- 
sion with a report, expressing the 
hope that the plan and estimate of 
llio Board of Engineers might at 
this time be prepared, and that the 
subject he referred to the early 
and favourable consideration of 
Congress, at ibcir present session. 
That expected Report of the 
Board of Engineers is prepared, 
and will be forthwith laid before 
yon. 

Under the resolution of Con- 
gress, authorizing the Secretary 
of War to have prepared a com- 
plete system of ('avalry 'J’aclics 
of the United Slates, to he re- 
ported to (\)ngro.“«s at the present 
session, a Board ut disliiiguisheU 
oHicers of the army and ol’tbe mi- 
litia, has been coiivimumI, whose 
Report will 1)0 submitted to you, 
w’itli tlint of the Secretary of War. 
'J'he occasion was thought lavour- 
aiile lor consulting the same board, 
aideil by ibe results of a corres- 
pondence watli the Governors of 
tbo’suveral Stales and Territories, 
and other citizens of intelligence 
and experience, upon the ac- 
knowledged defective condition of 
our Militia system, and upon tho 
improvements of w hich it is sus- 
ceplihle. The report of the hoard 
upon this subject is also submit- 
ted for your consideration. 

In the estimates of appropria- 
tions for the ensuing year, upwards 
o/ (ive millions of dollars will be 
submitted for the expenditures to 
be paid from the Uc)>arlment of 
War. Less than two fifths of this 
will be applicable to the inaintc- 
iiaiice and support of tbo Army. 
A million and u iialf, in the form 
of 'pensions, goes as a scarcely 
udeipiate tribute to the services 
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end sacrifices of a former age ; 
and a more than equal sum, in- 
vested in fortifications, or for the 
preparations of internal improve- 
ment, provides for the quiet, tho 
■ comfort, and tlio happier existence 
of tlie ages ^0 come. The ap- 
propriations to indemnify those 
unfortunate remnants of another 
race, Uiiablc alike to share in the 
enjoyments, and to exist in the 
presence of civilization, though 
swelling in recent years to a mag- 
nitude burdensome to the Treasu- 
ry, are generally not without their 
equivalent, in profitable value ; or 
serve to discharge the Union from 
engagements more burdensome 
than debt. 

In like manner, the estimate of 
appropriations for (be Navy De- 
partment will present an aggrciratc 
sum of upwards of three millions 
of dollars. About one half of 
these, however, covcjr the current 
expenditures of the Navy in ac- 
tual service, and one half consti- 
tutes a fund of national ])ropcrly, 
the pledge of our future glory and 
defence. It was scarcely one 
short year aficr the close of the 
late war, and when the burthen of 
its expenses and charges was 
weighing heaviest upon tho coun- 
try, that Congress, by the act of 
29th April, 1816, appropriated ono 
million of dollars annually, for 
eight years, to the in- 

^j:reast of the Navy, At a subse- 
quent period, this annual appro- 
priation was reduced to half a inil- 
•lion for six years, of which the 
present year is tho last. A yet 
more recent appropriation the last 
two years for building ten Sloops 
of War, has nearly restored Iho 
.original appropriation of 181 6,* of 
a million for every year. Tlio rc» 


suit is before us all. We have 
twelve line of battle Ships, twenty 
Frigates, and Sloops of War in 
proportion ; which, with a few 
months of preparation, may pre- 
sent a line of lloatlng fortifications 
along the whole range of our 
coast, ready to meet any invader 
who might attempt to set foot opon 
our shores. Combining with a 
system of fortifications upon the 
shores themselves, commenced 
about the same time under the 
auspices of my immediate prede- 
cessor, and hitherto systemati- 
cally pursued, it has placed in our 
pos.sessiiJn llie most ellcctivc si- 
news of war, and has left us at once 
an example and a lesson, from 
wbicli our own dulies may be in- 
ferred. The gradual increase of 
the Navy was the principle of 
which the net of ‘29th April, 1816, 
was the first development. It 
was the introduction of a system 
to act upon the character and his- 
tory of oor country lor an iiiddti- 
nite scries of ages. . It waS a 
declaration of that Congress to 
(heir constituents and to posleiTty, 
tluat it was the destiny and the 
dutv of these (.’oufederated States, 
to become, in regular process of 
time, and by no petty ailvauces, a 
great 'Naval Power. That, which 
they proposed tb accomplish in 
eight years, is rather to he enn- 
sidered as the measure of their 
moans, than the limitation of their 
design. They looked forward 
fora|orm of \eai s, sufiicient for 
the accomplishment of a definite 
portion of their purpose ; and they 
lefUlo their successors to fill up 
*tlic,canva.ss of which they had 
traced t^e largo and prophetic 
outline. Tho ships ol« the line, 
and frigates which they had in 
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coiitcmpiatioii, will l)c shortly 
completed. The time which they 
had allotted for the accomplish- 
ment of the work has more than 
elapsed. It remains for your con- 
sideration, how their successors 
may contribute their portion of toil 
and of treasure for the benellt of 
the succeediiis; a^o, in the gradual 
increase of our Navy. There is, 
perhaps, no part of I he exorcise of 
the Constitutional Powers of the 
Federal Coverniiient, which has 
given more general satisfaction to 
Mie people of the I'liiun, ilian this. 
The system has not been thus 
vigorously introduced, ‘and hith- 
erto sustained, to be now departed 
from, or abandoned. In coutinu- 
iiig to provide tor the gradual in- 
crease of tlio Navy, it may not be 
necesvsary or expedient to adtl fur 
the present any more to the num- 
ber of our ships ; hut slioulil you 
deem it advisalde to continue (ho 
yearly apjiropriatiun of half a mil- 
lit)ti to the Slime ohjecls, it may 
h(f prolUid)!)' expendj'.d, in provid- 
iieg a su[»ply of tiiiil)er to he sea- 
so^lcd, and oilier 'uaterials for 
futuro use ; in (he ciiii itruction of 
ducks, »ir ill laying tin; fuiitidatimi.s 
of a Schotd for Naval Education, 
as to the wisdom of Congress ci- 
ther of those measures may'appcar 
to claim the jirdference. 

Of the small jiortion of this 
Navy oiigaged in actual service 
during the peace, sip tad runs have 
continued to he maintained in the 
Pacilie Ocean, in the We.V India 
Sous, and in th ^ Mcdilerranean ; 
to which has been added a small 
armament, to cruise on the East- 
ern coast of iSofilli America. ,ln ah 
they have uflordud protection to 
our comflricrco, have contributed 
to make our country advantage' 


ously known to foreign nations, 
have honourably employed multi- 
tudes of our seamen in the service 
of their country, and havo inured 
numbers of youths of the rising 
generation to lives of manly hardi- 
hood and of iiuulic^al experience 
and skill. The piracies with which 
the West India Seas were for se- 
veral years infested, have been 
totally suppressed. Put, in the 
JModitcrraneaii, they have increas- 
ed in a manner atllictive to othe- 
nutioiis, and but for the continual 
presence of onr squadron, would 
probably have been distressing to 
our own. The war which has un- 
fortimutcly broken out between 
the llepublic of I'uenos Ayres 
and the llra/ilian Caovernment, 
has u;ivcn rise to very great irregu- 
larities among the Naval otficers 
ofilieluUer, by whom principles 
in relation to blockades, and to 
iicutnil navigation, have been 
bi'oiiglit ibrward, to wliicb wo can- 
not subscribe, and which our own 
coiniiKinders have found it ne- 
cessary to resist. Prom the friend- 
ly dispu^it ion towards the United 
States constantly niaiiifestod by 
thu Kiiiprrur of llra/.il, and the 
very ustiful and friendly com- 
mercial intercourse between the 
United Slates and his dominions, 
we have reason to believe that the 
just reparation demanded for the 
injuries sustained hy several of 
our citi/.ens from surno of his offi- 
,cers, will not be withheld. Ab- 
stracts i'roin the recent despatches 
of the ('ommanders of our several' 
srpiadroiis, are communicated with 
the Keport of the Secretary of tlic 
Navy to (mngress. 

A Keport from the Postmaster 
(■>[incra1 is likewise communica* 
ted, presenting in a highly satis- 
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faclory iiiaiiiu:r lh<; result of a vi- 
gorous, eflicient and economical 
administration of that Department. 
The revenue of the office, even ol 
,the year including the latter half 
'of 1824, and the first half of 1S2."), 
had exceeded* its expenditures by 
a sum of more than forty-five thou- 
sand dollars. That of the succeed- 
ing year has been still inon* jiro- 
ductive. The increase of the re- 
ceipts, in the year preceding the 
^'rst of July last, over that of the 
year before, exceeds one hundred 
and thirty-six thousand dollars, 
and the excess of the receipts over 
the expenditures of tlu^ year has 
swollen from forty-live thousand 
to nearly eighty thousand ilullars. 
During the same jteriod, contracts 
•fur additional tiunspoitiitiuii of the 
mail, in stages, for aliout two 
hundred and sixty thousand miles, 
have been made, and for seventy 
thousand miles, annually, on horst'- 
back. Seven liundrccl and four- 
teen new Tost Olliccs ha\e bei'n 
established within the year ; and 
the increase of revenue within the 
last three years, as well as tin; 
augmentation of the lraii'i|'orta;ioo 
by- mail, is more than oipial to tlie 
wliole amount of rcn-lpts, and of 
mail conveyance, at the rom- 
mencementof tin; present ceuturv, 
when the scat of the (ieiieral (u»v- 
ernment was removed to this jdac.e. 
VVlien we rellect that tiie objects 
eficcted by the transportation of 
the mail arc among tiie choier^t 
comforts and enjoyments of sv cial’ 
life, it is pleasing to ol;serM\ ih.ii 
the dissemination of them to e\erv 
corner of our country ims ojjt- 
stripped in their inerease rM'ii the 
rapid march i>f our pn|ij]Iaiion. 

By iho Treaties with K ranee ai;d 
upain, respectivnly coding Konsj. 
anffaud ihe Florirlas to llie I'niled 


ir» 

Stales, provisitMi vva;s made for the 
security of lain! lilies derived from 
the (Jovernmenls of those nations. 
Some |)rr»gress has been made, 
under the authority of various 
Ads of Congress, in the ascer- 
tainment and eslahlisliment of 
those titles ; hut claims to, a very 
large extent reinaine.fi unadju^ied. 
^J’he public lailb, no h‘S.s llian the 
just rigliLs fif individuals, and the 
iiilf.rcsi of the cumninnity itself, 
appears to nijuiri: fuilher provi- 
sifiii for th«; sj.tedy ^fltlenient of 
these claims, whicii I therefore rc# 
coinmeinl to the care and atten- 
tion of tlu' l-erishilure. 

In conformity with the provi- 
sions of the act of iJtuli iMay last, 
It* pnivide for Kreciing a I’eniten- 
tiar} in the l;i>trict of Chdiimbia, 
ami fur Ollier purpitses, three Corn- 
inis.sinm rs w ere appointed to select 
a silo for the ert'ciion of a iVni- 
tentiary for tin; District, and also 
a site in the county oC Aloxun- 
diia fur a county Jail: both ft! 
wliirli ol.fjecis h:i\e heep elfecb*!!. 
'I he buiiiliie.: of til'! I’enilentlaiy 
ii.is licen eoiMiiiciict d, and is In 
such a ilegree t'f lorw-inlm >s a!» to 
J.folillsr lli.it ii W .w In; C01U{llt It’d 
before the nneiing of the la .\t 
CiJiigrcss. '1 Ills consider.ition 
points It) the expt tiicney of matu- 
ring, at the jire>i r.< .M ssinn, a sys- 
tem fiir the !': >/id‘i!i'>P and govei n- 
ice.'il of ihe l’( tiitej li iry. ami of 
defining till' el.t'-s t^l eii’eiires whit’ll 
shall he pMni>h:dih' by ct'ufineim nt 
in litis edifice. 

incfo.'iing ihis romuumication, 
I trust lhai it will not ht‘ ileentnl 
iiiajijiiopii.Ue to the oce;!sit>ii ami 
ptirjK'ses upon whi^h w «‘ aie here 
as.teffibh'd, to iittlulge a itiemeii- 
iiirv veint^peet, romhiii;ng. in a 
single L’lanee, the pt’rit*d of our 
origin as a Naiienal Confedera- 
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tion with that of our present exi.st- 
cnce, at the precise interval of 
half a century from each other. 
Since your Inst meeting at this 
place, the Fiftieth Anniversary of 
the day when our Independence 
was declared, has been celebrated 
throughout our land ; and on that 
day, when every heart was bound- 
ing with joy, and every voice was 
tuned to gratulation, amid* the 
blessings of Freedom and Inde- 
pendence, which the sires of a 
former ago had handed down to 
•iheir children, two of the principal 
actors in that solemn scene, the 
hand that penned the ever-memo- 
rable declaration, and the voice 
that sustained it in (h^bale, were, 
by one summons, at the distance 
of seven hundred miles from each 
other, called before the Juilge of 
all, to account for their deeds 
done upon earth. They dr|)aried 
cheered by the benedictions of 
their couisiry, to whom they left 
the inheritance of ilieir fame, and 
the memory of their bright exam- 


ple. If we turn our thoughts to 
the condition of their country, in 
the contrast of the first and last 
day of that half century, how re- 
splendent and sublime is the tran 
sition from gloom tc? glory. Then 
glancing through the same lapse of 
time, in the condition of the indi- 
viduals, we see the first day 
marked with the fulness and vi- 
gour of youth, in the pledge of their 
lives, their fortunes, and their sa- 
cred honour, to the cause of free- 
dom and of mankind. And on the 
last, exte nded on the bed of death, 
with but sense and sensibility left 
to bri'athe a last aspiration to 
Heaven of blessing upon their 
country ; may we not humbly 
hope that to them, too, it was a 
pledge of transition from gloom to 
glory ; and that while their mor- 
tal vestments were sinking into the 
clod of the valley, their emancipa- 
ted spirits were ascending to the 
bosom of their God, 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

Washington^ Dec, 5, 1S26. 


Convention between the United States of Jlmerica and Ilia Majesty 
the King of the United Kingdom of Gi'eal Britain and Ireland. 
Concluded J^Tovember IX 1826. 


r 

Article I. — Ilis Majesty the 
King of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland agrees 
to pay, and the United Stales of 
America agree to receive, for (he 
use of the persons entith^i to in- 
demnification and coni))eii.sation 
by virtue of the said deci.sion and 
Convention the sum of fwelye 
hundred and "four thousand' nine 
hundred and sixty (hillars, cur- 
rent money of the United States, 
in lieu of, and in full and com- 


plete satisfaction for, all sums 
claimed or claimable from Great 
Britain, by any person or persons 
whatsoever, under the said decision' 
and Convention. 

Arth:lf. II.— The object of 
the said Convention being thus 
fulfilled, that Convention is hereby 
declared to be cancelled and an- 
nulled, save and except the second 
article of the same, which has al- 
ready been carried into execatioa 
by the Commissioners appointed 
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under the said Cunventiun ; and 
save and cxce|)t so much of the 
third article of die sumo, us relates 
to the definitive list of claims, and 
has already likewise been carried 
into cxccutioii by tiic said Com- 
missioners. 

Article III. — Jhe said .sum 
of twelve hundred and four thou- 
sand nine hundred and .sixty dol- 
lars shall bo paid at Washinglon, 
to such person or persons as shall 
bo duly authorized, on the part of 
the United States, to receive the 
sanic, in two orpial payments as 
follows : 

The payment of the iirst halfto 
be made twenty days after otlicial 
n'otiheation .siiall have been made, 
by the Governnu iit <jf die LInited 
State.s, to liis lintannic .Majesty's 
Minister in the said United iStateS) 
of the ratification of the present 
Convention by the Pre.sident of 
the United States, by and tilth the 
advice and consent of the Senate 
thereof. 

And the payment of tlic second 
half to be made on the first day of 
August, 1827. 

^ Article 1V\ — The above .sums 
being taken as a full and tinal li- 
(liiidalioii of ail claims whatsoever 
arising under the .<aid decision 
and Convention, both the linal a<l- 
jnstmenl of those claims, and the 
distribution of the sums so paiil 
by (ircat Urilaiii to the Viiiied 
State.**, shall be made in such inan-^ 
ner as the United States alone 
shall determine ; and the Gov- 
ernment of Great Britain shall 
have no further concern 05 liability 
therein. 

Article V.— U is agreed that, 
from the date of the cxehaiigc\)f 


the ratifications of the present 
Convention, the Joint Commis- 
.**iun appointed under the said 
Convention of St. Petersburgh, of 
the iwcUili of July, 1S22, shall be 
dissolved ; and, upon the dissolu- 
tion tiicrcof, all the documents 
and papers in possession of the 
said Commission, relating to claims 
under tiiut Convention, shall be 
delivered over to such person or 
persons us shall he duly authori- 
zed, on the part of the United 
States, to receive the same. Ai^l 
tiio British Commissioner shall 
make ovdV to such person or per- 
sons, so authorized, all the do- 
ciuiienls and papers, (or aiilhenti- 
calcd copies of the same, where 
the original cannot conveniently 
ht‘ made over,) relating to claims 
under tiic said Convention, which 
lie may hove received from his 
(iovenimeiit for the use of the 
.••aid Commission, conlorma'hly to 
the sti|)iilations contained in the 
third article of the said Conven- 
tion. 

Article YI. — The present 
Convention shall be ratified, and 
the ratilicalions shall be exchan- 
ged in lioiulon, in six months from 
iljis date, or sooner, if possible. 

Ill witness wlier(!of, the Pleiii- 
poteniiai ics aforeshid, by virtue of 
their re.'ipeelivc full powers, have 
signed the same, and liavc afiixcd 
Iliei'cunTo the si'als of their arms. 

Done at Tiondon, this thirteenth 
di}y of iNovcinber, in the year 
of our liord one thousand 
ciglit hundred and twenty six. 
[l. ) ^‘llbvrt Gallatiny 

l Huskissorif 

[i.. s.] If^nnj Umvin Jlddinghn. 


2 
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Proclamation^ by the President of the United States. 


Whereas, by tlic sixth section 
of an act of Congress, entitled 
“ An act to regnlatc the com- 
mercial iiitcrcoiiiso between the 
United States and certain llritisli 
Colonial ports,’’ which was ap- 
proved on the first day of JMarcli, 
in the year of our .Ijord liS23, it is 
enacted “ that this act, unless 
repealed, altered, or amended, by 
Congress, shall bo and continue 
in force so long as the above enu- 
merated Britisli Colonial ports 
shall bo open to tlie admission of 
the vessels of the United States, 
conformably to the provisions of 
the British act of Parliament, of 
the twenty-fourth of June last, be- 
ing the forty-fourth chupicr of the 
Acts of the third year of (ieorge 
the Fourth : But if at any time 
the trade and intercourse between 
the IJnijcd States and ail or any 
of (he above enumerated British 
Colonial ports, authorized by the 
said act of Parliament, should he 
prohibited by a British Order in 
Council, or by Act of Parliament, 
then, from the day of the date of 
such Order in Council, or act of 
Parliament, or from the time that 
the same shall commence to he in 
force, proclamation to that eUrcct 
having been made by the Presi- 
dent of the United States, rach 
and every provision of this act, so 
far as the same shall apply to the 
intercourse between the United 
States and the above cniimerited 
British Colonial ports, in British 
vessels, shall cease to operate in 
their favour ; and each and evtvy 
provision of the ‘■Act concerning 
Navigation,’ a[>provcd on the 
eighteenth of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and eighteen, and 


of the act supplementary thereto, 
approved on tlio fifteenth of 
May, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and twenty, shall revive and^ 
be in full force.” ‘ 

And whereas, hy an act of Iho 
British Parliament, Avhich passed 
on the fifth day of July, in tho 
year of our J.ord 1825, entitled 
“ An act to repeal the several laws 
relating to the customs,” tlio said 
act of Parliament of the 24th June, 

1522, was repealed ; and by an- 
other act of the British Parlia- 
ment passed on the 5th day of 
July, in the year of our Imrd 
1S25, in tho Cth year of the reign 
of George the Fourth, entitled 

An act to regulate tlie trade of 
the British possessions abroad,” 
and hy an order of His Britannic 
Majesty in Council, bearing date 
the 27th July, 1826, the trade and 
intercourse authorized by tho 
aforesaid act of Parliament, of the 
24th June, 1822, between tho 
United States and the greater part 
of the said British Colonial porta 
therein cnuincraled, have been 
prohibited upon and from the first 
d:iy of Dceciiihcr last past, and 
the contingency has thereby arisen 
on which the Prcsiilcnt of tho 
1 nited Slates was authorized hy 
tiie Gih section aforesaid of the 
act of Congress of 1st March, 

1523, to issue a proclamation to 
the efllet therein mentioned : 

Now, tlicrefore, 1, John Quincy 
Adams, President of tho United 
States of America, do hereby de- 
clare and proclaim that Iho trade 
and intercourse authorized by tho 
said act of Parliament of the 24th 
of June, 1822, between tho United 
Mtates and the British Colonial 
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ports enumerated in the aforesaid 
act of Congress of the 1st March, 
1823, have been, and arc, upon 
and from the 1st day of December, 
1826, by the aforesaid two several 
acts of Parliament, of the 5th of 
July, 152$, and by the aforesaid 
British Order in Council of tiic 
27th day of July, •1826, prohibited. 


Given under my hand at the 
City of Washington, this 17th 
day of March, in the year of 
our Lord 1827, and the fifty- 
first year of the Independence 
of the United Slates. 

JOHN QI INCY ADAMS 
By the President : 

]i. CLXYj Secrctai'y of State, 


General Convention of Friendships Commerces and JW/rigat/on, be- 
tween the United Slates of Americas and IJis JMajcstij the King of 
Denmark. 


The United States of America 
and His Majesty tlio King of Den- 
mark, being desirous to make 
firm and permanent tlic peace and 
friendship which happily prevail 
between the two nations, and to 
extend the commercial relations 
which subsist between their re- 
spective territories and people, 
have agreed to fix, in a manner 
clear and positive, tho rules which 
shall, in future, ho observed be- 
tween the one and the other party, 
by means of a General Conven- 
tion of Friendship, Comniercc, 

. and Navigation. W'itli that object, 
tho President of the United States 
of America has conferred full 
powers on Ilciiiy Clay, their Sec- 
retary of State, and his Alajesty 
tho King of Denmark, has con- 
ferred like powers on Peter Peder- 
sen, his Privy Counsellor of liC- 
gation, and Minister resident near 
tho said States, Knight of* the 
Dannebrog, who, after having ex- 
changed their said full powers, 
found to be in due and proper 
form, have agreed to the following 
articles : 

Auticle I. — Tho cont|;acting 
parties, desiring to live in peace 
'and harmony with all the other na- 


tions Qf the earth, by means of a 
policy frank and erpially friendly 
with all, engngo, mutually, not to 
grant any particular favour to other 
nations, in respect of commerce 
and navigation, whicli shall not im- 
mediately become common to tho 
other party, wlio shall enjoy the 
same freely, if the concession were 
freely made, or on allowing the 
same compensation* if the ccaiccs- 
sion were condilutnal. 

Auticle H. — The contracting 
parties being, likewise, desy-ous of 
placing the eonnnurce and naviga- 
tion of their respective countries 
on the liberal basis of perfect 
etpudity and reciprocity, mutually 
ag^ce that the citizens and subjects 
of each may frpqucnt all the coasts 
and countries of the other, (with 
the exception hereafter provided 
for in the. sixth article,) and reside 
and trade there in all kinds of pro- 
duce, manufactures, and mcrchan- 
diife ; and they shall enjoy all the 
rights, privileges, and exemptions, 
in navigation and commerce, which 
hativc citizens, or subjects, do, or 
^hnll enjoy, submitting themselves 
tothi^laws, decrees^ and usages, 
there established, to which native 
citizens or subjects arc subjected. 
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But it is understood that this arti- 
cle does not include the coasting 
trade of either country, the regu- 
lation of which is reserved !»y tlic 
parties, respectively, according to 
their own separate laws. 

Article III. — They, likewise, 
agree that whatever kind of pro- 
duce, manufacture, or merchan- 
dise, of any foreign country, can 
be, from time to time, lawfully im- 
ported into the United States, in 
ressels belonging wlmlly to tlio 
citizens thereof, may be also im- 
ported in vessels wholly belonging 
to the subjects of Denmark ; and 
that no higher or other duties upon 
Uio tonnage of the vessel or her 
cargo shall be levied and collected, 
whether the importation he made in 
vessels of the one country or of 
the other. And in like manner, 
that whatever kind of produce, 
manufacture, or rnerchaudiso, of 
any foreign country, can he, iWmi 
time to .time, lawfully imported 
into #ho dominions of tho King of 
Denmark, in the vessels thereof, 
(with the exception hereafter men- 
tioned. in the sixth article,) may he 
also imported in vessels of the 
United States ; and that no higher 
or other duties upon the tonnage of 
the vessel or her cargo, shall he 
levied and collected, whether «Mie 
importation bo rnadg in vessels of 
the one country or of tho other. 
And they further agree, tliat what- 
ever may be lawfully exported or 
re-exported, from the one country, 
in its own vessels, to any foreign 
country, may, in like manm^r, he 
exported or re-exported in tlic ves- 
sels of the other country. And 
the same bounties^ duties, amf 
drawbacks, shall he allowed and 
collected, whether such exfiorta- 
tioD or ro-exportation be made in 


vessels of the United States or of 
Denmark. Nor shall higher or 
other charges of any kind bo im- 
posctl, in tlic ports of one party, on 
vessels of the other, than arc, or 
shall ho, payable in the same ports 
by native vessels. ‘ 

Article IV. — No higher or 
other duties shall be imposed on 
the importation into llie United 
Slates of any arlielo, tlic produce 
or manufacture of the dominions 
of his Majesty the King of Den- 
mark ; and no liigher or other du- 
ties shall he itiiposed on the im- 
portation into tlic said dominions 
of aoy article, the produCC Of 
mamifactiire of the United States, 
than arc, or phiill he, payable, on 
the like articles, being the produce 
or nmnufaclure of any other fo- 
reign country. Nor shrill any 
higher or other duties, or charges, 
he imposed in eiilu r of the two 
countrii ‘>s, on the exportation of 
any articles to the United States, 
or to the dominions of his Majesty 
the King of Denmark, respective- 
ly, than such as are, or may he, 
pnvahle on the exjiortation of the 
like articles to any other bueigu 
country. Nor shall any prrdiihi- 
tion be imposi'il on the exportation 
or importation of any articles, the 
produce or manufacture of the 
United States, or of the dominions 
of his Majeety the King of Den- 
mark, to or from the b?rritorics of 
the United Slates, or to or from the 
said dominions, which shall not 
equally extend to all other nations. 

Article V. — Neither the ves- 
sels of the United Slates, nor their 
cargoes, shajl, when they pass the 
Sound or tlic Belts, pay higher or 
other duties than those which arc, 
or may he, [mid by the most fa- 
voured nation. 
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Article VI. — The present 
* ('Onveution shall not apply to the 
Northern posscs.^ions ol' his Ma- 
jesty the Kin" of Denmafk, that is 
to say, Icelund, the Fernni l;;!an«ls, 
’and Greenland, nor to places situa- 
ted beyond tlic Capo of (»‘ood 
Hope, the right to rcgulalo the jli- 
rcct intercourse witli ^vliirh pos- 
sessions and places, is res(‘i \'(‘d liy 
the parties respectively. And it 
is further agreed, that this Ci.nvcu- 
tion is not to extend to t'no dirct t 
trade between Deninaik and tlic 
West India colonies of Ills Danish 
Majesty; but, in tlie 
with those colonics, it is a:j[ioe(l, 
that whatever can lie lavvlhlly im- 
ported into, or exporlod from, the 
said colonies, in tlui vt'ssels of mio 
party, from or to the ports of llie 
United States, or from or to tiie 
ports of any other foreign couiiti v, 
may, in like manner, and ^^itll tlic 
same duties and clan "cs, applica- 
ble to vessel and cargo, ho impor- 
ted into, or expoiU.-d from, the 
said colonujs, in vessels ol’ the 
other party. 

Article VH. — The 1 nited 
States and his Danish iMaje sty nm- 
tually agree, that no higher or 
other duties, charges, or taxes, of 
any kind, shall he levied in the 
territories or dominions of eitliO;* 
party, upon any personal property, 
.money, or cll’ects, of their respec- 
tive citizens or subjects, on the rc- 
nwval of the same from their ter- 
ritories or dominions reciprijcal-* 
ly, cither upon the iiiheiitance 
of such property, money, or cf- 
fetts, or otherwise, than arc, or 
shall bo, payable in each Slate, 
upon the same, when removed hy 
a citizen or subject ol such State, 
respectively. 

ArRTlCLK VIII.— To make more 
ol&ctual the protcctiun which the 


i/niled States and Ins Danish Ma- 
jesty shall ulToid, in future, to the 
ii )vijation and eoniiin-rce of tlieir 
r« '.peciivi,* ciii'/t'ns and snhjorts, 
they a'iree, nnni.i:illy. to n'r^ive and 
admit Consuls and Vice (^onsnls in 
all the ports «ip«;n to ihrei.ni coin- 
nieiee, who j-hidl enjoy in iliciu all 
the ii;jlns, piivile.L'vs, imd innnnni- 
lii s, t i'liie (.‘ini>ul;i and Yli.e Con- 
i-nU of tin; mn^t favmirial nation, 
rarli contraeli!." paiiy, lioweviT, 
reniainin j at lii.t ily to e.'.ci pt those 
ports and plan s in wiiieli the ad- 
mission ami I evidence of silL’ll Clgl- 
Sills may lint s« a'lil naiVeniellf, 

Aii i rtMi I V. — In Oliver that the 
(’onstds and \ i< e (hnisuls of the 
eontractlii" parlies m.iy enjoy the 
ri dits. |ni\i!e-i<’s, and iiniiiiinities, 
whi'di l)« I'Mi j !•) tiieiM. hy ih'dr jmh- 
li.' eh u aeti r, tiny -halj. I.i K)re i-n- 
tiaini; on tin- i xiieise of;la ir fniic- 
ti-*,i<. e\I;iliir till ir I’.inijiii^sinn or 
pefent in fine foiin to tin- (lovirn- 
im nt to wifn h {iii \ are iin’iellited : 
ami Inuiuir ohiaiin d iheii* ('xeijua- 
tnr, uliieli shill hi' gi anted ';r;nis, 
lin y shall In lield ami ennsiilered 
as.'i.e'i hy ail tin* .imlini iiies. magis- 
trates. ,*ml iiiliahilantSj ill ih,' t’on- 
snlar d'ntriet in \vliie!i ih-.-y reside, 
Aivriet.r — It is liki wise a- 
creeil, tha^ the ('onsnls, and p'T- 
sons lyiaehed to tln-ir mciNsaiy 
service, they net •laing natives of 
the eiMniiry in wliieh tin; I'en-.iil 
resiiies, shad he exempt from all 
pnhiie. sii'vici', and also from all 
kind of taxes, im;)o^rs, and coniri- 
hntioiLS, f'XCi'pt those whieh they 
siiail h^ ohiiged to pay, on aceonnt 
of comnieree. or their propfirty, to 
whieh inhahiianls. n itive and fe- 
reigil, of the ronntry in which surh 
(’.on>Rils reside, are subject, being 
ill every filing besides jiibjeet to 
.the laws of the rtspielive J'tates. 
The archives and p.ipers of the 
CousuUitc sluill 1)0 respeclcd in- 
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violably, and, under no pretext 
whatever, shall any magistrate seize 
or in any way interfere with them. 

Article XI. — 1 he present Con- 
vention shall be-in fuiTO for ten 
years from the date hereof, and 
further until the end of one year 
after eiljier of the contractinir par- 
ties shall have given notiec to the 
other of its intention to terminate 
the same ; each of the contracting 
parties reserving to itself ilie right 
giving such notice to the other of 
at the end of the said t(;rni of ton 
years ; and it is hereby agrootl, be- 
twetn them, that, on the expira- 
tion of o'v year after snoh iiotn-e 
shall have been received hy 'itlier, 
from the other party, this Conven- 
tion, and all the provisions th(?reof, 
shall altogether cease and deter- 
mine. 

Article XTI. — This Conven- 
tion shall be approved and ratified 


by the President of the United 
States, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate thereof, and 
by His Majesty the King of Den- 
mark, and tiie ratifications shall 
be exchanged in the city of Co- 
penhagen. within eight months 
from the dale of the signature 
hereof, or sotmer, if possible. 

In fiiiij wliereof, we, tlie Pleni- 
potentiaries of the U. Slates 
of America and of his Da- 
nish Ma jesty, have signed and 
sealed lliese presents. 

Done in triplicali’, at the City 
fjf W'asliinglon, on liic tweri- 
ty-sixlh day of April, in the 
y<*ar of our Lonl one 
sand t i'ilit hundred and twen- 
ty*si\, in the fiftieth year of 
tlie ludepemlence of the Uni- 
ted Stales of America. 
ll.CLVY. 

Pit. pi::Di:riSKX. 


Correspondence on the Trade behvern the United States and the Urilish 
Colonies.^ 


Extract of a letter from Mr, Rush 
to Mr. Adams, 10, dated 
London, August 12//i, lvS24. 

My letter of the second of this 
month will have informed ypu that 
the negotiations in which I liad 
so long been engaged with this 
Government had come to a close, 
but without any treaty, or other 
arrangement liaving been conclu- 
ded, on any of the subjects which 
had been given in charge lO me. 
This is a result which I should la- 
ment the more, did I not endeav- 
our to reconcile myself to it by the 
reflection that I have earnestly, 
though fruitlessly, strivf/n to ren- 
der it more auspicious, and by the 
consideration, far more important, 
that, as several of the subjects 


discussed liavn been both of nov- 
elty and magnitude between tho 
two nations, my Government will 
have tho opportunity of being put 
in m«>ro full possession of the son- 
timeuts of this (>ovornment, prior 
to the coindusion, or to the propo- 
sal anew, of any definite or final 
stipulations. The task of report- 
ing to you, for tho information bf 
4hc President, flic whole progress 
of the negotiation, now devolves 
upon me. 1 enter upon it in tljo 
anxious hope, that, whilst shun- 
ning a prolixity that might fatigue, 
T may nevertheless omit notliing 
necessary to n full understanding 
of ail that has passed. I console 
myself with tho recollection that 
the protocols, and other papers 
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Ill'll will be transmitted to you, 

■ will mainly delineate every mato- 
rial occurrence. From tlirso may 
be b;arncd all the formal proposals 
that have been made on the ooe 
’.side or on the oilier ; hut the 
j^rounds of them, the disen: >ions 
by whidi they Mere .^u.-lained or 
(»p[)ose<l, tuacllKM' V. fill various ex- 
plaiiitlioiis w hicli the v. ritti ii me- 
morials of tlie ne[ioliali<»ii, v.ts.r- 
for the mo.st part ihe eharae- 
ter of ab.straet.s otilv, do not iudi- 
rate, these it brcouie.s my duty to 
make you also acipinintcd with, 
ill every o.ssenlial parti<‘til:ir. It 
must he my purpo.se to fullil thi.s 
duty in the course of the present 
despatch. 

It was my first intention to have 
’made niy n.’p(Jit to yon in the 
.diiipe of sci>aratc comnnniica- 
tions, allottiinj- a dlsllia l one to 
cneh .«!'ihjei t, that 1 n;i::ht ho alile 
to follow, in this res]'o<'t, the (.x- 
aniplc ofyonr in.stinctiou:; to me. 
lint, after the disen.-^sion.s were 
opened, it wa.s often fonud impiac- 
(icaiblc to keep the subjects di.*-- 
tiiict. More than one .s«ihjcet, or 
bruiiclic.s of more tliun one, w ould 
sometimes engage our conferen- 
ces on the saiiic day, superindu- 
cing the nocc.s.sity of mixing them 
up in one and the same protocol. 
For this reason, and beeamsc, 
■also, the llritisli IMenipotentiaries, 
in some instances, e.stiiblislicd a 
eonnexion betwren subjects 
w here, as J thought, none i cgii- • 
larly hud place, and so treated 
them in our records in the iniumer 
T shall have occasion to de.scrihe ; 
it lia.s np|)carcd to me iiibst coii- 
flucivc to goodoriler to present the 
whole under one view. If tlijs 
unity in my report should not np- 
pcaf at first sight to ho suggested 


by a view of the diversity, as well 
a.s number of its .subjects, it has 
si.cmcd to me, upon the whole, to 
adapt it.^^c'li' hot to the course 
whi<*li liie nc'fotiation actually 
took, both ill the oral diseus.sions, 
and in the entries upon the prolo- 
col.s ; ami that it will becoine most 
intelligible, wliellicr in its inci- 
dent.s or its g(?ncral spirit, when 
(vxhihiicd as a whole. In the hope 
li:at this mode of making up my 
report may meet your approba- 
tion, r proceed, without more of 
introduction, to it.s proper busings*. 

1. Alter the .«!lavc* trade /fjues- 
li«in had iJet'n disposetli^, tli(? sub- 
ject upon wliieli we next entered 
wa>that of the coniniLMcial inter- 
course hetwa'en the L'liited States 
ami the liriii!>li Colonial ports in 
the WcNt ludit s and North Ame- 
rica. Copioii'^ as this subject was 
foiiiul to he, wlu n examined in all 
its details, its mere (li.scussipn^ I 
im an flic stiictly commercial pnrts^ 
w as perliaps attended wdili less dif- 
ficulty llian that of some ollieTs, 
It bad been familiar to the past and 
even recent discussions of the two 
(lovernnienls ; so much so, that, 
upon almost every point connected 
w ith it, opinions had been former- 
ly cxjircssed by both. When, at 
an early stage, the llritisli Pleni- 
potentiaries said *1113! after the 
opening of this trade to the vessels 
of the Fiiited States, by the act of 
Parli.ainent of the kMth June, 1 S*2, 
it had not been expected, by Great 
Ih'itaiiij that our foreign tonnage 
duty and additional impost w'oidd 
have been continued to he levied 
upon their vcss» ls, T naturally re- 
plied that, to whaU'Vcr other oh- 
siM vafioiis the policy of the United 
States miiflit be ojicn is this re- 
spect, it could scarcely b«‘ said to 
have been unexpected, as, upon at 
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least 1^0 occasions, since 1 had 
been tlieir organ at this Court, they 
had expressly declined acceding by 
compact to the very terms in re- 
gard to this trade, that were af- 
terwards moulded into the act of 
Parliament. Vonr instriielions ho 
ing precise and full upon this head, 
1 caused them to be well niuler- 
stood. I recap] tnbited tlie history 
of the negotiations that led to the 
Convention of the JOih Octoher, 
ISIS, in all those parts of it which 
liad relation to the (jiiesiion of 
coftinit^rcial iniercoursp. I pro- 

senteudhe review of all the le'jisla- 
tive acts or, ^.oilier measures affect- 
ing this intercourse, as well prior 
as sul)«ei|nenl to that Convention. 
On the side of (Jrcat Hritain, the 
act of PiiiTifimcnt of July, ISIJ, 
the draft of the four articles sub- 
mitted by Lord Oistlereagb, in 
IS 17) the act of l*arliament of 
May, IS IS, and the Order of Coun- 
cil whicli folJowed it on the 'J7lh 
of ihc same niontl'. On the side 
of the United Siatfs, the act of 
Congress of the "d of .'.larch LSIf), 
(the legislative basis of their s^’s- 
lern of reci|)rncily,) the two acts, 
original and supplementary, of 
April the ISth, ISIS, and May 
l.jth, 1820, concerninir navi'^a- 
tion ; the act of May the Oih, 1822, 
with the Presi(Ien''.s proclainalioii 
of tlie 24lh of Angii^tj fitinided up- 
on that act : to all these I r( ferred, 
in connexion, aUo, with the second 
negotiation of June and Septem- 
ber, ISlOj when llie proposals 
again made by tlie Ignited Sfates 
for regulating this intercourse by 
treaty, were again lejected by 
Oreat Britain. The deduction 1 
maintained from tlie wliole whs, 
that the United Stales, vf'.th uni- 
form consistency and steadiness, 
pursued a course in regard to this 


trade, which aimed at putting it 
upon a footing of entire reciproci- 
ty; that they asked nothing more, 
but, in justice to their citizens, could 
be satisfied with nothing less. 

To work out this reciprocity 
seemed, however, not to be an easy 
task, I remarked, on the side of Great 
Ib'itain, whatever might be her 
desire. Her rnmmercia I system was 
of h.ing standing, and from its great 
extent, often, in no slight degree, 
complicated and iiiiricate. It was 
marked not only by a diversity in 
ifs oporiitinns upon lior home and 

colonial empire, but by subdivided 
divei sides in its application to her 
(‘olonies. In some of her West 
India Islands, for example, there, 
were exjinit duties; in others, 
none. Some had port charges, and 
various other local charges, opera- 
ting upon vessels or their cargoes, 
not recognl/.ed in others ; hut, what 
was more important than all, her 
anrh.Mil navigation acts still remain- 
ed suiistantially in force, mingling 
th *ir fellers with all her modern 
legi.'ilation upon tlie same subject. 
Her ronmiercial .nnd navigating 
system, whatever other recommen- 
dations it might jiosscss in hef , 
eyes, had hceji rendered by tim« 
and her past policy deficient in the 
oniforinity and simplicity calcu- 
lated to |dace it, in these respects 
at least, upon a par with the com- 
mercial ami navigating system of 
the UniU'd States. I’his broad, 
distinction between the two cotin- 
trii's was always necessary to he 
kept in mind, i said, in their com- 
mercial dealings, whatever expla-* 
nation or excuse it might furnish to 
(ireat ilriiain for coritiiiiiing the 
pursuit of a course which still mov- 
ed, in many points, in subordina- 
tion to her ancient policy, it afford- 
ed to tlie Unitcfl Slates neither mo-. 
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live nor jiistiliciition i'ur giving u|) 
their cliiitn to tlic principle of an 
absolute and perfect equality, in 
all their regulations of trade with 
Great Britain. 

This brodglit me to the true na- 
ture of tile act of Puriianient of the 
24th June, 1822. 1 explained to 
the British Plenipotentiaries, that 
this statute had not, whatever might 
have been its intention, opened the 
ports of the Britisli colonies in the 
West Indies and Am‘‘rica, to tli<* 
vessels of the United Slates, upon 

the same terms as were enjoyed by 
British vessels. The privileires 
granted by it to vessels of the I'ni- 
led JStales, were, that they iniL'ht 
carry directly, lint in no oilii'r way, 
from some port of ilio United 
States to certain sperifu'd colonial 
ports, certain sjieciiieil articles of 
merchandise, whilst very iiigh du- 
ties wore to be paid all .such of 
those articles, as jould alone he 
the subjects of a protitahle trade. 
Britisli vc.s.sels, on t'uo otlier hand, 
possessed the additional and ex- 
clusive privilege of carrying the 
same ailicle.s to the same colonial 
ports, directly or indirectly, and 
ircc from all duty whatever, when 
carried from a British colony in 
North America, to a British co- 
lony in the \Vcst Indies. More- 
over, 1 observed, tlio vo.ssel.s of 
the United States, ndiniltod only 
as above to the eolunial ports, 
were obliged, siippo.sing they con- 
tained a cargo, to retmii ilirccily 
to the United States, and to givo 
.bond, under a heavy penally, for 
landing it at the port for which it 
was entered, with the additional 
burden, not imposed by the act of 
Parliament, but existing in &ct, 
of paying a colonial export duty of 
.four or five per cent, upon the 


v'llnc of this return cargo. This 
burden did not full equally upon 
British vc.ssels, as they might 
avoid it liy going, which they were 
free to do, to any port of the Bri- 
ti.sh dominions, either in Europe 
or America, a range not allowed 
to the vessels of the United States. 
Nor, were tl'.e British vessels re- 
quired to give any export bond for 
landing the articles at the port for 
which entered, and producing with- 
in twelve iriontii.s a certificate of 
tliis fact, a condition which^as 
also attached to Anicricanj>,^sels. 
Jt was *cvi«lcnt, I insisteci, from 
the foregoing recapitulation, that 
ve.spels of the I'nitcd States had 
not tiie same pri\ilo 2 e ’indcr thi.s 
act of Parliament v ah British 
vessels, and that the former were, 
aho, suhjrct to restrictions, im- 
potf»>d hv the aci, or otherwise ex- 
isting, trom which the latter were 
exempt. 

I reminded the British Plenipo- 
tentiaries, however, thqt no si^Oncr 
had the know ledge of this act of 
Parliament reaclicil the Vftited 
Slates, ihaii the President, ex- 
ercising, w ithout the least delay, 
the authority with w hich by antici- 
pation he liad been inve.stcd, is- 
siicdMiis ]>roclanuition, of the 21lli 
August, 1S22, tf|)cning the ports 
of the I iiitcd States, to 

British ve.^scls coming from any 
of the ports enuhicmted in the Bri- 
tish act, an exercise of auihorily 
in a high degree liberal, consider- 
ing tlio relative state of the sta- 
tutes of tile two countries then in 
for, CO, for the regulation of this 
trade. In other respects, the pro- 
clamation of the President had 
done nothing more, bsaid, than 
lay British ve.''*scl.s, coming from 
tlie colonies to the United States, 
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under the sauic restrictions in re- 
gard to tiicir cargoes, to ^vhich 
vessels of the United States were 
subject, when going to the colo- 
nies. This, in necessary justice 
to the United States, it was obli- 
ged to do, and, by the pernmnent 
laws of the Union, Jh itish vessels 
continued liable to the charge of 
foreign tonnage and impost duties. 

1 explained to the British IMeiii- 
potentiarics that, if neither tiio 
proclamation nor the permanent 
la^ws of the Union imposed burdens 
upohv British vessels and their 
cargoes’, jvhich were the spccilic 
counterparts of tliosc imposed by 
the act of i’ariiument, of the 24th 
of June, 1S22, upon American 
vessels, they were, nevertheless, 
the necessary counterparts of the 
burdens which did, in point of 
fact, exist as against American 
vessels. To their owners it matter- 
ed notWhcRCc tlicsc burdens ori- 
ginated, so long as they continued 
to jJress unequally in tlic competi- 
tion of American witli British ves- 
sels. It was to complete the in- 
tention of meeting these burdens, 
upon a basis of reciprocity at all 
points, that the act of Congress of 
the first of March, 1823, w as final- 
ly, and on full deliberation, |:ti.sscd. 
Its express object 1 described to 
be, to countervail all restrictions, 
of whatever kind they might he, 
in actual operation againJit ves- 
sels of the United States, whe- 
ther enacted by the act of the 24th 
June, 1822, in force under the 
old navigation act of Charles the 
Second, or recognized and per- 
mitted by colonial ordinance^ or 
local regulations, in aqv of the 
British povts that had been open- 
ed. As this act of Congress could 
not effectuate its just object, by 


applying to British vessels res- 
trictions, which were of the pre- 
cise and corresponding nature 
with those operatiiig against the 
vessels of the United States, it 
adopted, 1 said, such as were ana- 
logous to them, withcnl, however, 
ill any instance., going beyond the 
measure of a necessary retaliation, 
but rather keeiting within, than ex- 
ceeding Ibis limit, 'flic act of 
I'arliaiiient hud, it was true, pro- 
ceedeil upon the hypothesis of 
extending like privileges to Aincvi- 
cun us to Biiiish vessels ; hut, 
here it had stopped, witiioiit impos- 
ing upon tiie latter llio sumo res- 
trictions whicli had previously ex- 
isted against the former. The act 
of Congress went Inrllier, and, in 
according the like privileges with 
llie British act, imposed also res- 
trictions t*(]ni valent to tbose that 
were really and injnrionsly in 
force, against tlie vessels of the 
United States, 

It was in this uianner, that I 
fully opened to the Biilish Bleni- 
potciitiui'ios iho principles and 
views of rny (xoveinuTiil, in rela- 
tion to lliis interest. If I am not 
more minute in recounting all that 
1 .‘<aid, it is merely because I ab- 
stain from swelling this commnni- 
catioii, by a repetition of tlie prin- 
ciples, tlio facts and the arguments, 
contained in your desj'alcli to me, 
of the 23d June, 1.S23, With the 
various matter of this des|)atch, I 
had inado myself fumiliar, by 
frequent jicrusuls of it, and, it was 
alike iny duty and my endeavour, to 
exhibit it all to the British Plenipo- 
tentiaries, ill the most perspicuous 
and impressive ways in my power. 

I i^'cnt on to remark, that it seem- - 
cd plain, notwithstanding our coun- 
tervailing restrictions, that we 
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\vcrG still left at a disadvaiita^o in 
the competition ; for that, tor an 
enumerated list of ports open to 
oiir vessels, only part of which 
too had been opened by the act of 
Parliament I of the 24th June, 
1S22, we had opened all our ports, 
in return to IJriiish vessels. Tor 
an enumerated list of articles, 
which we were alone allowed to 
export to the colonies, we re- 
ceived in return, all articles wliich 
the colonies found it most to their 
interest to send to us ; and, for a 
duty often per cent, on our arti- 
cles imported into tl»c West In- 
dies, aiul of four or live per cent, on 
those that we hron^l't away, our 
laws did nothin;^ more than retain 
a foreign tonnage duty, of less 
than a dollar |u.<r ton on Uriti.-?h 
vessels, and of ten per rent, on 
the duty otherwise* charni able on 
the nrtich’s hronghl to tlie I'nitcd 
Stales in llicm. 1 1 was even doubt- 
ful, I said, whether, under these 
circumslaiK’Os, our vesf'i'is wonhl 
he able to continue tlm trade, and 
it was perha})s (|uite as much so, 
whether the double sYslein of res- 
trictions upon wliich it stood, 
W'ould not deprive it of all value 
to both countries. 1 used, under 
tliis hraneh <d' the subject, all tlie 
topics of illustration with which 
your dcspatidi had supplied me. 

'I’ho British ord<M* in Conncil 
of the seventeenth of «lnly, 182!), 
laying a duty of four Mnliings and 
three pema: sterling per ton bn 
our vessels going to the (\donial 
■ ports, to countervail, as Mr. Sec- 
retary Canning infonyed me in 
October last, our fi)reigii ton- 
nage duty, having heoii subse- 
quent in date to your inslrtic^lons 
Ip mo, no remarks upon it wore,' 
. conscqncntiv, embraced in them. 


But I considered the duty imposed 
by this order open to the same 
animadversions as all the other 
burdens falling upon our vessels. 
If we bad grounds for complaint 
before this measure, they were 
hut increas(;d by it. If we were 
deprived of the opportunity of fair 
competition in tlie aliscncc of this 
new duly, its imjiosition could not 
hut augment tlie incrptality. If 
wc were carrying on the trade un- 
der every prospect of disadvan- 
tage without it, a more positive 
and certain loss to ns must VtT the 
result ifit were conlinned.'^icnco, 

1 did not scru[do t15 say to the 
British IMenipfitentiaries, tliat it 
must be considered as giving ad- 
ditional force to all otir other ob- 
jections to tlioir rognhtions. 1 
had not, 1 admitted, attd from the 
cause staled, reeeived your in- 
structions upoii the sulijcct of it; 
hut as oiir foreign tonna^^c* ilnty 
and tlie additional impost had iJben 
kept n[) against I'rltissh vossuls in 
iu ces>aiy self-defence against all 
llte anterior restrictions upwi onr 
vessels and dntu. s upon their car- 
goes, 1 took it for irrauted that 
this now British duty, if not abro- 
gated, would, on tlic same prin- 
plcs»and from the same neces- 
sity, he met by some m(?asuro 
of counlerai tion on onr side. In 
oUeriiig such comments as those 
upon it, I trust lliat they will be 
thought conformable to tlio true 
nature and objects of your instruc- 
tions, though not in words point- 
ed out by them. 

In the end 1 otVcrcd, for the en- 
tire and sati>faeV)ry regidation of 
this trade, a draft of the two ar- 
ticles (nMikctl A,) aiKiexad to the 
protocol of the tiiird conference. 
The fust of tlicsc Mliclcs, after 
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reciting the restrictions upon the 
trade that existed on each side, 
and the desire and intention that 
prevailed of removing them, goes 
on to provide, that) upon the ves- 
sels of the United States admitted 
by law into the Colonial |)orts, and 
upon the merchandise imported in 
them, no other duties or charges 
of any kind, should be levied than 
upon British vessels, inclmUns: 
all vessels of the Colonies thcni- 
selvest or upon like nierehandisc 
imported into the Colonial ports 
frdu: any other port or place, /«- 
cluditij^ . Creat llrilaia and the 
Colonial jifuts themselres* And, 
reciprocally, that upon the vessels 
of (treat Britain admitted hy law 
into the ports of the United States, 
and upon tlie merchandise import- 
ed in them, no other duties or 
charges of any kind should ho 
levied than upon vessels of the 
Unit'od- States, including lwcIs of 
eatli and cecn/ one <f ilie Slatc.^y 
or upon the like merchandise im- 
ported into'iho United States from 
any other port or place whatever. 
The words last underscored were 
inserted only for llie greater sat- 
isfaction of the British Plenipo- 
tentiaries, it being explained hy 
me, and so undcr.-.looci hy tjioin, 
that it could carry no new mean- 
ing; there being no such thing 
under our system with foreign na- 
tions, as a vessel of any one of 
the States distinct from a vessel 
of the United Slates. It followed 
that the passage would have' hud 
the same meaning without these 
words. Tho second article pro- 
vided, in fulfilment of tiio inten- 
tions of the first, that the trdde 
should continue upon the' footing 
on which it had hccri placed by 
the laws of tho two countries, 
with the exception of the removal 


by Great Britain of the duties spe- 
cified in schedule C, of the act of 
Parliament of the 24th of June, 
1S22, and those specified in the 
schedule B, of the act of tho fifth 
of August of the sapie year, and 
of the removal, hy tho United 
States, of the foreign tonnage 
duty and additional impost, com- 
plained of by (ircat Britain. Tho 
article concluded with a mutual 
pledge for the removal of all dis- 
criminating duties on either side, 
of whatever kind they might be, 
from tlie desire which operated 
with tlie parlies, of placing the 
trade in all respects upon a foot- 
ing of perfect crpialily. Such was 
the nature of my proposals, for 
the more exact terms of which 1 
beg to refer to the i>aper which 
contains them. 

The Brilisli Plenipotentiaries 
made immediate, an<l tin: most de- 
cided ohjccti«ms to tho part of 
the-jc pniposals wliich went to the 
abolition of llie duties in liio two 
schednh's indicaled. 'fhey de- 
clared that under no circumstances 
could they acee«!c to sm h a prin- 
rijdo ; niul tluw procoialt'd to as- 
sail it under every ff»rm. The 
fundanienlal error *>f their rea- 
soning, as always heretofore ujion 
the same point, appi anal to me to 
lie ill considering their (-olonial 
possessions as part of the entire 
Briti'^h dominion at one time, yet 
treating them as se|)arate countries 
af anolhe.r. Por lier own purpo- 
sc.s, Britain could look upon these 
Colonies as on one and the snmo. 
country with herself. For llio 
purposes of trade with foreign 
Slates, she fell herself at liberty 
to consider them ns detached from 
herself and forming a new and 
distinct country, ns moving, in. 
short, within a coinincrciul orbit 
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wholly of their own. It was to 
this that her rule, resolved into its 
true principles, came at last. 
However such a rule might be 
met, and its application admitted, 
as between foreign States mutu- 
ally possessing colonics, and 
therefore mutually able, in thoir 
commercial intercourse with each 
other, to act upon it, its applica- 
tion was inanilcslly unequal and 
incongruous towards the United 
States. Possessing no colonics 
themselves, the United States 
neither legislated nor acted upon 
afirinciple of subdividing llit ir em- 
pire for any purpose of couuner- 
eial advantage, or, above all, mo- 
nopoly, with other nations, hut 
held out iiidiseriiiiiualelv to all, 
one integral and undivided sys- 
tem. In strict justice, it wouhl, 
hence, not he uincusouuhlc in 
them to expect that all nations, 
with which they entered into coni- 
mereial stipulations, should look 
upon their colonies, if they had 
any, only in the light of an ex- 
tension of the territories and ju- 
risdiction of the parent 8talo, 
since this was, in ctl'cct, the as- 
pect wliich the United States pre- 
sented throughout tlie whole ex- 
tent of their territories and juris- 
diction to all foreign nations. 'J'hc 
jiroductions of Massachnsells, 
for example, which entered iiiUt 
the articles of intcniatioiinl trailic, 
were, as compared with those of 
liOnisiana, scarcely less diilcrebt 
in thoir nature than were those of 
iiritain from those of Jamaica ; 
yet one commercial code spread 
itself over the wliole of" the Uni- 
ted States ; of which foreign na- 
tions, and Britain amongst tlvem, 
had the beneiit, whilst ditlcront 
.commercial coilel^, and entangling 


commercial practices under them, 
were seen to exist on the part of 
Britain. This resulted from the 
mere fact, important it might be to 
Britain, hut iudinurent to the 
United States, of these coilcs and 
these practices being applicable 
to the Government of. (hli’crenl 
portions of the British Empire ; 
some of which fell under the de- 
nomination of her Home domin- 
ion, an<l some of her Colonial do- 
minion. 

It was to no cirectivc purpose, 
however, that I enlarged iu<rm, 
and c‘n(lca\r)Uicd to (Mir"?ee, by 
placing in otlier liglrt^.-. the lore- 
going distinctions. The I’liitish 
lMenip<Mi'ntiaiios continued to 
combat luv' positions, and to in- 
sist upon their riiiltt to lav what- 
ever duties they dLCincd cxpcfli- 
ciit upon om* productions going to 
their islands, in protection of tins 
like articles <‘\portcd to tliemWroiii 
any part of tlicir own doinini««n. 
They said that they would n,ever 
part with this right, foi which we 
otfered tluMU no C(iuivalent con- 
cession. Tlu’v likened otir rcipsest 
lor its siirrciidor by an analoLi’y, 
the force of wliicli I could never 
see, to a request on the side of 
Great Britain, sliould she prefer 
such a rctpu'st, to he admitted into 
a participation of our coasting 
trade, 'rhoy alleged also, that, 
in laving these diiliis, tlicy had 
aimed only at making them a ne- 
cessary protection to their own 
suhjdcis in their North American 
colonics ; and lliat they were 
scarcely up to this point was 
shown by the fact which they also 
alh'god, of their subjects in those 
colonies' not having yet been able, 
■since the tiado was opem.’il, to ob- 
tain a proportionate sliurc of it. 
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I iiad, more than once, occa- 
sion to remark, that it was not the 
right of either party to model its 
own laws as it thought proper, 
that we were discussing ; it was 
the terms upon which it would he 
best to do so that we ought rather 
to be desirous of settling. I lore 
were certain colonies belonging to 
Orcat Britain on the continent of 
North America. It happened 
that some of them were in the ini- 
rnediate neighbourhood of the 
United States. Their course of 
invl '.slry was tlic same, their pro- 
ductions the same. If .the live 
stock arifr fluinber from one of 
these colonies, from that of New- 
Brunswick for oxatniile, were al- 
lowed to be imported into Anti- 
gua or St. Ultristopber’s, duty 
free, whilst similar articles from 
the Stale of Maine, bordering 
upon Now Brunswick, la!)onred 
un(Kjr«a duty of ten per cettl. on 
tlbsir importation into tiie same 
islajads, was not, 1 asked, nil just 
compelitidli at an end f Still more 
was this the case, I remarked, if, 
after disposing of tlieir cargoes, 
the vessel from New Brunswick 
could take in a return cargo, ab- 
solved from an export duty, and 
was, moreover, loll at liberty to 
take advantage ,of circumstances 
by trading from colony to colony, 
whilst the vessel from Maine was 
obliged to depart in ballast, or, if 
she took in a cargo, do so subject 
to the export duty. How, too, 
under the weight of this lattbr du- 
ty, were the articles upon which 
it was charged to bear up in the 
markets of thp United States 
against the competition of siidilar 
articles fpnnd in their 'markets, 
partly of their own produce, and 
partly derived from islands in the 


West Indies, other than those be- 
longing to Grca tBritain 1 It was 
thus, that I endeavoured to estab- 
lish the rcasoni'ihlcnnss of our 
complaints, and to recommend 
our proposals to adoption. I ad- 
mitted tlic general right which 
every nation luid to foster the in- 
dustry of its own subjects, pre- 
ferably to that of strangers, but 
controverted its justice or expe- 
diene.y, ns applicable to this trade, 
a trade tliat was anomalous in 
many points, aiul to be judged of 
null regulated, not so miicli on 
any general tlicorv, as under an 
impartial view of all the peeuliari- 
tios tliiit belong to it. As to the 
expression “ from elsowbero,*’ iii- 
trofluccd into the act of (’ongress 
of the 1st March, 1S23, I insist- 
ed upon the propiiety of giving it 
aconstriif'iion that would include 
the llritish Colonies themselves 
as well as foreign countries, the 
only ronstriiction that ever could 
satisfy the United Stales, because 
the only one that could over be 
equitable. Witliout it n recipro- 
city in words might exist ; but 
there would be none in fact. 
'J’bero was olniously no foreign 
nation, except the United Stales, 
that supplied the llritish West In- 
dies with the articles in w-liieb a 

tnillic litid bocii npnncd. To say, 

therefore, that lliev sbonhl be im- 
ported into the British islands, 
subject to no higher duties than 
\Vere levied on articles of llio 
same kind coming from any other 
foriiign country, would be allO'* 
gether unmeaning. The field of 
competition was exclusively in the 
North American Golonicsof Bri- 
tain. I’heso, by their position 
luul all their local peculiarities, 
wore fairly to he considered aa 
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anothti' country, in the estimate 
of this trade, though they were, it 
was true, in political .siihjection to 
Ifieat P>ritain. Their heiug de- 
pendencies, altered not those pliy- 
sical and geographical chaiacier- 
islics in them, whicii made them 
the rivals in this intt;rcourse, and 
the only rivals of the United Stales. 

The IJriiish Plenipotentiaries 
yielded to none of this reasonin'.;. 
Tliey admitted titat there were 
many dinicullies in the way of a 
satisfactory adjustment of the ship- 
ping ([uestion, and of thi.s inter- 
course generally, between (heat 
liiitain and the Uniliai States. 
The.sc dinicidii(s were |)artly co- 
lonial, partly the lesnli of their 
old navigation laws, and pailly 
springing fiom the nature of the 
British North American trade, 
which bore so close <in aliinity 
to some portion of the trade of 
the United States. But they coii- 
tinueU to ileclare tiieir determina- 
tion not to admit the productions 
of the United States into tin ir isl- 
ands, upon the same footing with 
the like productions from other 
colonies of tiieir luvn ; and they 
reiiiM-ated llteir allegations, that 
even, under the present duties on 
our productions, the trade was in 
our favour. 'J’liev ariiued hence, 
that the amount oi' the duties, in- 
stead of being too high, seemeil 
insufficient thus f.jr, taken on a ge- 
'iieral scale, to balance the advan- 
tage of oiir proximity to the \Vt‘.st 
Indies, and of the greater extent 
and proilucliveuess of our soil. 
‘On this head they gave me details. 
'Plicy said that, hy tliei- latest ac- 
counts, full two-ihirds of the flour 
and lumber sent to their islands 
from Norlli America, were ascer- 
tained to have been of the produce 
of the United States, and that 


perhaps scven-eiglilhs of this quan- 
tity were conveyed in vessels of 
the I 'uited States. On the return 
trade, also, they declared that our 
vessels had a share not much bc- 
lo\V the same proportion. To 
these statements, L could only re- 
ply, that my impressions were 
different. That it was true I was 
in possession of no returns subse- 
cpient to June, 1823, but, that up 
to that ])eriud, my information 
justilied me in hf Tieving that the 
trade had not yielded a fair pro- 
])onion i^f 'jaiii to our merch'-.Tts. 
Tin- British Pli.‘nipotenliar’''=s dwelt 
emjilh.iically upon »tlie circum- 
stance of oiir vcs>els tidiing away 
specie from their inlands, in place 
of a -reiiirn cargo in die produce 
of the islands, as indicative of the 
(rad(‘ being against the islands, 
since it left upon their hands their 
nun and molasses, artich'S which 
they were chit lly anxious skould 
find a market in the l.'nited Slati’s. 
If it were the ex|>ort iliity that 
produced this uoce^silj, in onr ves- 
sels to take payment in money for 
their cargoes rather than in the 
produce of the i>laiul<, the I’leni- 
potentiariis said that they could 
not repeal it, herauje it ajiplied 
equally ti) Biiti.di vt ssels. It was 
a duty of four and a half per cent, 
existing on the exportation of pro- 
duce, not in all of the islands, hut 
in some of them, si/. : in Antigua, 
J^t, (.Mni>ti>pher*s, Monfserat, Bar- 
badoes, Nevis, and the ^ irgin Isl- 
ands. In the latter, it was granted 
for the henelit of the crown, in 
1771 . In most or all of the others 
it had existed, for the same pur- 
pose, as far back as Kk'S. Bri- 
lisli vessels paid it, they s:ild, when 
going from these islamls, ulieiher 
’ tiieir destination was the mollier 
country, or any foreign country. 
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But I did not understand them to 
say that it was paid if they went 
only from colony to colony. 

To the objection of only a limit- 
ed number of ports being open to 
our vessels, they said that they 
admitted them wherever custom 
houses were established ; and that 
the privilege reserved to British 
vessels, of going from colony to 
colony, was only the privilege of 
letting them enjoy their own coast- 
ing trade. The}' seemed to forget 
that, by whatever name tliis privi- 
lege?^ went, it was still one which 
operainl against the competition 
of vessenh«f the United States. 
On the non-admission into tlieir 
islands of articles that we desired 
to send, as, for exam[)le, salt lisli, 
beef, pork — these, they said, were 
also excluded from the direct trade 
between Great Britain and the 
United States, including ail other 
foruJgi^ countries. Here, too, they 
sg.emed to ihrow out of mind, that 
this very exclusion, in wluitever 
principle it originated, still t»pc- 
rated against the commerce of the 
United States : for, that a system 
of positive ^exclusion formed no 
part of the regular or permanent 
system of the United Slates, and 
was, therefore, one of which, as 
long as they dealt out u diifcrent 
measure of commercial licnefit to 
other nations, lliey iiad good 
grounds to complain. 

I am saved tin; necessity of reca- 
pitulating, any further, the remarks 
of the British IMenipotciuiaries up- 
on our proposals, from their hav- 
ing furnished me with a summary 
of them in writing. Tliis was not 
in the regular course of our pro- 
ceedings, and the |);iper not being 
considered ns an ufTicial one, was 
not annexed to any ])rotucol, or 
referred to in any. It was merely 


given to me as an informal memo- 
randum, in which light £ was will- 
ing and glad to receive it, as it 
protects me from all risk of not 
doing justice in niy report to their 
representations. It .will be found 
among the enclosures, marked W. 

After all that I have said, it may 
be almost siiporlliious to state, that 
this Government will decline abro- 
gating the tonnage duly of four 
shillings and three pence sterling 
imposed npoii our vessels, by the 
Older ill council, of July, 18:J.‘U 
Mr. lluskisson expressly brought 
this subject before the House of 
Commons, in the course of the 
last session of I’aliamcnt, with a 
view to give a full validity to that 
order, doubts liaviiig arisen how 
far it was justili.ibb; by the pro- 
visions of the act of Parliament, 
of the preceding session, on which 
it was foimdcii. By this act, n 
general power had been given to 
the King, in cunncil, to impose 
countervailing duties on the car- 
goes 'Of foreign vessels, hut not 
upon their tonnage. It was under 
this act that the order of .luly, 
IS2d, afiecling the tonnage of our 
vessels, passed ; and Mr. lluskis- 
soii obtained, at tlic last session, a 
new act for indemnifying ail per- 
sons concerned in executing this 
order, which, though out of the 
won Is, was conceived to he within 
the objects of tlic first act. A 
copy of the last act is enclosed. 
The two arts taken together now 
give to the King and Council, a 
pennani'nt power to meet oilier 
nations on the ground of rccipro^ 
city in duties, both ns to vessels 
and cargoes. To this ground 
Prussia has acceded, by a treaty 
corrdiided with this ((overnment 
ill Ajiril last, a jiriiited copy jaf 
whicli 1 enclose, that its terms may 
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be seen. Denmark has done the 
same, )>y a treaty eoiicLiKled in 
June. Tlio latter is not piiblislicd 
ns yet, Imt I liavc reason to know 
that its terms are tlic sambas those 
of the treaty willi I'riissia. It does 
not include •the colonies of Den- 
mark, nor, of course, tliose of IJri- 
tain, .standinj[(, in this respect, up- 
on the footing of our (Joitjinercial 
Convention witli Ihitain of 1810. 
Prussia having no colonics, her 
treaty, ns far as there will bi? room 
for its operation at all, necessarily 
stands upon tlic same footinif. 
Among the colonies of Denimu k 
are compreheiiderl Greenland, 
Iceland, and the k\ro(‘ Islands, 
which are enumerated ns such in 
the treaty. It is understood (Iiat 
Sweden has shown a (!ispo>ii'mii 
to come into this reeiprecity, and 
that there? are pending negotiatiems 
between this (iovernuient amltliat 
of the Neth(Tiands to the same 
efifccl. 

After tho llrllish Plonipotontia- 
rics had linisliod all their remarks 
upon our jn'oposals, 1 (hoiiglil it 
best, seeing tliat ihcv had not 
proved acceptable, ti) i.'ivite others 
from them, in turn, to ho taken 
for reference to iny liovemmenl. 
These they aH'ortlcd me ; and they 
arc annexed, marl.od D, tu the 
protocol of the sixiocnth conier- 
cncc. The first article, after n?- 
eiling the desire of hotli parties to 
abolish, rccipiocally, all discrimi- 
‘nating duties in this trade, jno- 
ccods to clloci this pur[#ose, after 
the Briiisli nnderstanding of it. It 
pledges Groat Drilain to lay no 
higher duties on oiir produce, than 
upon prodiicii of the .s'aine kind, 
imported not iVoin vlstirhirc, or 
from any oibor country, hut from 
ajiy other foni'^n country ; usii»g 


here the very term to which, in 
both the ffirmer negofltitions, we 
had objected at large. Tho same 
term has place in the part of the 
arlh le intended to operate against 
Great Ibitaiii,’ as she only claims, 
in sending her eo’onial produrc to 
the I'nited Stales, that it shall he 
received, snliject to tire same du- 
ties as are paid on articles of the 
same kind, when imported into 
the United Stales, from any other 
forrtLii eonntry. To this correla- 
tive pro\isinn, the Pritish Pleni- 
potentiaries referred, as ilhistrn- 
tive of the true idea of recir‘’ot’ity. 
I again* insisted upon its uanifcst- 
ing the very reversft It nas pal- 
pable, that tlie term had a leal 
f-uhslaiitivc meaijini: in the one 
ca<e, hot nui:ht as well ho omitted 
in the other. I.ikc produce >\ith 
that f-ent to the IMiish Islands 
fioiji tho United Slates, tlic Is- 
lands obtained, as we had sern, 
froi!! r.o oth.er foreign rftlmlry, 
but only frmn tluj Poilish t^fv-fjcs- 
sif.nsin North AnK'iiea: v.lv’ieas 
the United States receive from 
C’uha, iVmn St. Domingo,, and 
from other foreign i.-iaiids and 
coniiirios, the tame kind of pro- 
duce as that yielded in the liiitish 
T>]ands. Surely, then, Great Pri- 
laiiiiiunikl he I'tiiclilltil liy llii’ 
operation of the term, whilst to 
the I'nilrd Stales it must be nii- 
gatvtrv. 'i'herc was a \isiblo 
sphere within whicli it would act in 
llie one case, whilst, in the other, 
there was no shadow of fovmda- 
tion* upon which it could rest. Put 
I was always unsuccessful in ob- 
taining, from the Pritish Plnupo- 
tentiaries, the ijdinis^ions due to 
iis* on tliis cardinal piinei|'!v\ 
'Fheir :?rroiid aiti( Ic yr^‘^i^h'S for 
the actual abolition, ti’bp’el ot 
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course to ilic Ibregoiiig reserva- 
tion, of ull discriminating duties 
or charges of every kind, whe- 
ther on the vessels or cargoes of 
the two Powers. 1'lic third con- 
tains a stipulation, that, in ease 
the trade should prove, on trial, 
unduly advantageous to one of 
the parties, the other will examine 
in a proper spirit the complaint ; 
and, on its being substantiated, 
adopt measures in unison with the 
true principles on which the par- 
ties intended to iix it. The fourth 
provides, that whatever udvnnta- 
gerf*(rrent Britain may in future 
extend any friendly State in 
Europe or America, with respect 
to this trade, shall be common to 
the United States ; and that the 
United States shall extend to 
Great Britain whatever advanta- 
ges they may, at any time, grant 
to the most favoured State, in any 
trade carried on bctwt.'en tiie jios- 
scssidiro of such State, in the 
West Indies or America, and the 
Unitod States. The fifth and la«t 
article provides, in conaidurudou 
of i^e foregoing arrangmatUj 
Chat consuls shall be admitted 
from the United State.s into the 
open colonial ports, and received 
on the same conditions as uic sti- 
pulated in the fourth urtii’k: or the 
Convention of July, 1815. Ujmii 
this last article 1 .shall have oc- 
casion to remark in anotlier part 
of my communications, 'fhe 
others I leave, including the fourth, 
upon the rcniaiks already rnarlc. 
The fourth, it is evident, still 
k<*eps to the British principle of 
considering their colonies as e(|ui- 
valent,of theirihel^es, to tho vvliole 
of tho United Stales, in the ar- 
rAngeinenls of lliis trade. I luring 
the pendency of the negotiation, J 


received u letter, which seemed 
to me to bo of importance, from 
Mr. Kankcy, our consular com- 
mercial agent at the Island of Bar- 
hadocs. lie informed me that, 
under directions which had hccii 
recently given to lire Collector 
and (hjiiiptroiler of tho Cusloin.s 
of that Island, by the Lords Coin- 
iiiissioncrs of the Treasury, ves- 
sels of the United States were 
permitted to land a portion of their 
cargoes, and to carry tho remain- 
der elsewhere, if entered for ex- 
portation, paying the import duty 
only on so much as was landed. 
This regulation, he added, would 
be of service to our trade, pro- 
vided the necessity of paying tbo 
tonnage money of four shillings 
and three ponce .sterling per ton, 
at more than one of tlio colonial 
ports, during llio same voyage, 
could bo avoided ; and he appealed 
to me to have this cllV ctod. I im- 
iiicdiabily brought the .subject be- 
fore the British IMcnipotonliarics, 
urging tho right of om vessels to 
an exemption from ull such dou- 
ble payments on the ground ol' 
British ve.sscls never being .subject 
to double [KiyiiKaits of tonnage 
duty in the United iSlales, during 
liio SiiiiUJ voyage, though they did 
pri-u'i i il from port to port. I was 
asked if 1 bad any instructions 
fniiii my Covernmcnl upon this 
point, r repiicfl that ( hud not ; 
imt that I was contidcnl in my be- . 
lief, tliat under our laws, the fact 
could not be otherwise than as I 
had .stated it. Mr. Ilii.skis.sun 
then .said, that he would obtain • 
tiio sane.livn of tiiis (lovermnent 
for placing our vessels in the 
West Indies u[)on the same fool- 
ing, <111 this n:sp(!Ct, upon wliiclh 
nrili.sli vessels were placed in thu 
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United States ; and would under- 
: take, in Ids otTicinl capacity of 
President of the ISuard of 'Prade, 
to see that the necessary orders 
were forlliwilh issued for the ac- 
complishment of this oi)ject. Mr. 
Kaukey made anotlu’r representa- 
tion to me, which 1 also hroii'iht 
before the ilritisii Plcnijiotentiaries, 
as pertinent to tlie fjtisiiiess in v iiicli 
we were eiiijajied. lie slated, 
that an improper duty was chartu d 
at Ilarbadoes, on the arlielo of Ids- 
cuit, when imported in iiurrels 
from the United Slates, a repe4d of 
whicli he liad not been al)Ie to ef- 
fect, by rcmonstraliiijr wiib tlie 
Collector. This article, when iii- 
tcndeil fur a foreiirn iinrket, is 
■ packed in barrels, such as ari3 used 
to hold (lour, and seldom contain, 
it appears, moretlian eiuiity pounds 
weight, liut, wilhtiui any refer- 
ence to the w eight, tlie c(dlecti»r 
was in the lialiit of (U mandini;, on 
every such barrel of liiscult (die 
crack(T) laiuN-d at llarhadocs, a 
iluty of iwt) shillings and sixpeno! 
sterling,' wh<?ti liy the true con- 
struction of tlie act of I’aiTiainrnt 
of the 2 Itli of June, under 

which the duly timse, il was be- 
lieved that only one siti/fhi" unU 
airpaicc per hnmhxil ought 
ever to be » barged. Of this heavy 
overcharge on a single a; tick , 
which the rxjuu lers of the Midilie 
States were ( (uislaully sending t«» 
die liritisli fslamN, I rom|'.)aini-d 
•in the terms that Mr. Kankey's 
repH'sentation to me warr}iut»,d. 
Mr. lliiskisson gave me iiii imme- 
diate assurauee dial my enmplaiiit 
Miould he atleuded lo. lie >uIim.'- 
f|Uontiy informed me, dial, in con- 
sequence of il, the ollicers of die 
customs, generally, in the islands 
iiad bef’ii <lirer|ed, in all ?ase.s 
whei'c such biscuit was imported 
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from the United States, in barrels, 
weighing less than one hundred 
and ninety -six pounds, to charge 
die duty by die weight, and at the 
rate of noi iiiore than one shilling 
ami .sixpence sterlirg per hundred 
weight. 1 am happy to think, 
that, ill at least these two instances, 
some jtortion of iiiiiiicdiate relief 
is likely to extended to our trade 
in that ipiarter. 

From Mr. Monroe Harrison, 
the CoiiMil of tile United States at 
Antigua, 1 also received a coin- 
liiuuication, whiLst (uir proceed- 
ings were going on, of which .1 ap- 
prized tjie Pleni|>oteiiliari'’S of this 
(■overniiieiit. He informed that 
our citizens, trading to that island, 
being often compelled to sell their 
rargoc's on a credit, payable in 
produce when tiie crops came in, 
found it convenient, if not some- 
liiiu s necessary, to make another 
voyage to the \Vi st Indies, in or- 
der lo iveovtT the pi'or,yi*.ls of 
tiu'ir cargoes so disposed of. J h^ 
iiinrkets in the French, atid other 
isliiiuls, iii'ing often l.riter tlian in 
the liiifisli Iskimls, our ciii/.ens, 
ill the ))iMiicanu'm .stated, would 
find it, .Mr. Harrison remaiked, to 
their adxanlage, to lie able to re- 
sell to the formef iskuuls in the 

first instance ; luil llii^ object they 
were pn cludi il from coupling with 
that of afterwards calling at the 
Ih itisb isl.inds for the collection of 
their *lel)ts ill the produce of lliem, 
sin* e, should tUoy only toech at 
the ruiiisli Islands, having on 
boani any article other than of the 
produce of the United States, their 
^es.scls hei-.nue liable lo seizure. 

1 (lid not receive from the Hritisli 
IVnipotemiarie.t the same attcii- 
tii ii tujliis representation that was 
shown in lln* other ca.v.e, nor un- 
der my ppx iii light, 'lid I feel al- 
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together warruiited in pressing it 
upon the same grounds. They in- 
forincd me, in the course of our 
conversation upon it, that there 
was no objection, under the Brit- 
ish regulations, to a vessel of the 
United States, bound iVotn one of 
our ports to any island in the West 
Indies, otlicr ilmii Urilish, after- 
wards proceeding from such other 
island to a liritisii island, with 
the whole or part of her cargo, 
provided it luul not been landeil 
at any intermediate port, and Ibal 
there had been no cluingo in the 
property during the voyage. 1 
prosuinp..that those of our citiz/'iis 
who are inteivsted in krmwing it, 
arc acquainted with this construc- 
tion of the I’lritish laws ; whieli, 
however, docs not present it'jolf 
to my miinl in the liglit of any im- 
portant boon. 

Adiiimion of Coustih of fliv 
Vnifed S/oUs iulo llif. Jiiltidi (’o- 
Uuiiai—'Pot'h, My report upon 
thiif subject will bo sliortcncd Isy 
the communications wbicb I have 
already luuf the honour to afMr'^-ss 
to yoji at forujcr periods, in M;!:ifion 
to it. T allude m irn particularly 
to my despalciifvs, mimbered IM3, 
and 352, of iS'ovembi.T and De- 
cember, 1823, and to my ofiicial 
note to Mr. »Secretary C.umij?g, of 
the 17lli of Novunber, l-Sidi. In 
that note, written after I liad re- 
ceived your (lespaleb of the 2tith 
of June, 1S23, 1 found it neces- 
sary to execute, in a great »{cgree, 
the instructions whicli your de- 
spatch contained. This Doverii- 
m cut, during tho ncgniiallon, a.s 
well as when llie cnrrospoinleiice 
above alluded to toobjplace, alway.s 
considered tiie subjf;ct of appoiiit- 
ing con.suls,,to reside in Ihoir C 'olo- 
nics, us connected witli that of the 


commercial intercourse generally ; 
and here 1 agreed that the con- 
nection was a natural one. It 
was evident that, but for the open- 
ing of the Colonial ports to our 
trade, we should not have asked 
for the privilege of’ appointing 
Consul.s to rcsiile at them : and if, 
by any clicumslanccs, they were 
again to bci closed, it was equally 
evident that our claim to consular 
repre.centalion would be at an end. 

Tlio consular appointments 
made by llie ricsideut b»r Jamai- 
ca, St. riiii.'.toplii’i's, and Antigua, 
Deinerara and Barl»ailoes, had 
been sufiicicnily ex[daincd and 
justified to ibis iiovernment in the 
coiirso of my coinmimications 
above monlioned, in conjunction 
al-o with my nuiubi'r 3 which 
covered anoilmr olfu i'd nolo Ironi 
n:e to ,Ur. r'lniiiiig upon the same 
subject. .\everll»eb.ss, 1 did not 
omit to bring before the llrltish 
]Mi.iiipot<'iili:uiv.'.s all the ciicum- 
Ftanecs of this coriespondt'ncc. 
Tlu:y were parliculurly pertinent 
to our discu- -ion.'! on the question 
of commercial intercourse, which 
bad binged so entirely on tho 
point of reciprocity, and through- 
out the whole course of which it 
liad been the aim of each party to 
exonerate itself from any charge of 
deficiency in this impoilant point, 
if not to lix that charge upon the 
Ollier, I lomarkeil upon the fact 
of our trade to tho opened Colo- 
nial ports having now continued 
for two years without a .‘<ingle con- 
sul on tlu'. part of the United 
Stales having, to this day, been 
recognized in any one of them, 
though at least three of those 
who had gone there and |>iesont- 
cd cliemselves for recognition, 
hud been appointed under the prcL- 
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vious iiiid express consent of liis 
Majesty’s (Government; wliilst, 
on the other hand; diiriiiir the 
whole of this period, the ISritish 
trade from those ports had been 
■receiving 1‘ull eonsulnr protection 
from the consids of (Great Itritain 
in the ports of the United States. 
Jn this, at least, it must l»e admit- 
ted, there was no reciprocity. 
Nor was the absence of* it cause 
of mere noininal complaint on tlm 
part of the 1. nltcd Slat(;s. And 
here I brought Into view, fn:m 
yonr despatch of tlie 2bth .Imu?, 
lS2.‘b the practical inefinveni<'n- 
ces, espoeially in t!ie Island ef 
Hatbadoes, tn A\ln<‘h our trade 
had been suhjectiMl, in the, opened 
ports, on occuHious w hicli proha- 
Idy would not hav<.‘ o<’cuired, laid 
consuls iVoni the I nited Slates 
been residing there. 'I'he Ihit- 
ish IMenipotrntiaries met tiiis 
complaint in the manner their 
(Goverumcni had fonuerly iloiio, 
"riicy said lliat when their consent 
had been given for appointing con- 
suls at three of the (’olonial poits, 
it had hoen given under an expec- 
tation hy (Gri'at Ihilain that the 
United States would carry on the 
trade, on terms that uere recipro- 
cal ; hilt that alterwards, liiuiing 
the terms to he such as (Great 
Ibitain did not coiH'ider recipro- 
cal, she forchore to prrfeel the 
appointments until the issue could 
. .he liiiown, approhondiiig that the. 
elfect of new retaliatory measures 
on either side, would soon he, It) 
pul an end to the trade altogellier. 
J rejoitiLMl, that, whatever motive 
deemed hy herself . .snllieieiit, 
though not HO regarded hy the 
Uiiitud Klntes, Jbitain might al- 
dege for her course of condnot in 
this particular, it did not dcstn>y 


the hroail fact, or lessen the evils 
arising from it, of ikitain having 
enjoyed the ad*, antage, during tho 
two years of this trade, of full 
consular representation in the 
ports of tlie United States, whilst 
the United Slate.s had enjoyed 
none in the British ports. 

On llie pi iueipal iiiiestion of the 
claim of the United Slates, to ap- 
point (hui'iils lor tho Colonial 
^•t■.rts. I look tlio uronud which 
yon bad laid before me, and lierc- 
toibrc maiiilaiii'.il in my note to 
Scere'’nv Canning, of No- 
vemlxT liio ITili, as w(.‘ll as 

in tin* fuu5 wifu li I first of all a<l- 
dre/-cd to hill) on thi* subject, on 
the 17tli of October, 1 ^ 22 : 
inmeiy, that our claim e.xleudcd, 
ni»» t<» ;uiv spi'cifiod number of the 
(bdtmial pmi.^ but ail, without e\- 
eeptinii. tiiut had bLOu opened hy 
the act of I’mliament of the 2-1 th 
of .linio 1S22. Tiii.s was iho 
gronnil which 1 pressed iijicir the 
attention ol’ the llrilish l*leni|¥)- 
tenliarics. It was the only gropnd, 
I said, which in tlu? srnse of 
ivcijirocity, and therefore in, the 
true sense i»f justice, could he sup- 
posed to be satisfacliuy to the 
United Slates. Astiicy gave all, 
s<» it was reasonable that Iboy 
shou!i| all. The United States 
cxcopti'd none of their ports to 
wliicii the I’rili'h ('olonial vessels 
resorted, from the residence of 
Ibitisli coii'uds, ami liad a fair 
right to expect that none of the 
(’olonial ports to which American 
vessels resorted, w ould be except- 
ed from the residence of .Vmcri- 
ean coumiIs. (’onsular protec- 
tion w as an ineidpnt of trade whicii 
tlu* United Stales did not feel at 
libeilvtb forego in beiudfol their 
eiti/ens. so long as tlwv allowed 
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it to be enjoyed in their ports, 
witliout limit or exception, by the 
Bulvjccts of Britain. It satistied 
neither the real, nor even the ver- 
bal meaning of tlie term recipro- 
city, in this discussion, to say, 
that the residence of Uritish con- 
suls in the ports of thu United 
States w'iis matched by the resi- 
dence of American Consols in the 
ports of Great Britain in Hiir»p<). 
It was palpable tliat if a British 
ship, whether arriving tVoiii Liver- 
pool or Barl)adoes, recfiivcd con- 
sular protection at New-Yovk, ainl 
an Aincricun ship received it at 
Liverpool, but not at Barbiidoes, 
there was no reciprocity in met, 
whatever artillcial reasons iniglil 
justify Britain to herself, in dis- 
linguisliitig, in this respect too, 
her Colonial from her Homo do- 
minion. The only true match to 
the privilege on thu one side, 
would bu the cxlciision of it to till 
the posts that were open, whcllicr 
lltune or Colonial, on the other. 

Tlio United States, f co.ntiniicd, 
in cfair.iing to appoint consuls lor 
all the Colonial ports, meant not 
to make an unreasonable use of 
the privilege, and so I was in- 
structed to riccluro. But the privi- 
lege of .selecting the ports must 
rest, f said, exchisively with the 
United kitatc.s. „ Their consular 
system did not recognize any 
fixed emoinments as the .standard 
of rcmiineralion for their consuls, 
but Ictl it to depend n[ion the fees 
produced by trade, lienee, in 
the ports to which trade iloivcd, 
consuls were necessary, and to 
tiiose where there was none, it 
was not to bo ^ .supposed they 
would bo .sent, or so mueli as edn- 
sent to go. ^ But as the «'^iiarinc!s 
of trade were liabl'; l«> shift, llicrc. 


was a manire.st convenience and 
propriety on thi.s, and all other ac- 
counts, ill leaving llio selection of 
the ports to tile sound discretion of 
the appointing Bower. Such 
wore my remarks upon this sub- 
ject, in addition tc those that 1 
fiirmcrly made, orally and in wri- 
ting, to Mr. Canning. 1 did not, 
in conclusion, oiler any formal ar- 
ticle in rclalioii to it; first, be- 
cause r thoiiglil it unnecessary, 
after the aspect which the nego- 
tiation had n'isiimed on the priina- 
rv <pu'>-.tii)n of the commercial in- 
tercourse itself; and secondly, 
hceausc i hail been infonneii, in 
your inslructions, that the Bresi- 
(Icnt was not Imiacious of any 
article relaliiig !•> consuls being 
insertetl in ;i ( ommercial conven- 
tion, if one hail been l‘ormed. l*'nt 
1 gave the British plenipoteiiti- 
ni'i(‘s liiily (o imih'rstand liic true 
tuilnre of om* claim, and tliat 
it would not ill any wise fail short 
of rlic privilege of appointing for 
all the opened ports. 

'I'hcy consented, .^iihstantially, 
to this principle, as will ho seen by 
the protocol of tlie Iwcrnty-lbiirlli 
conference. 'J’lieir exjiression in 
if, that they .saw no objection to 
the admission of inir consuls into 
tlio.ir colonies, “ subject to the 
usual exceptions and re.serva- 
means that both parties 
were to be coii.si( lured as reserv- 
ing to themselves the privilege of 
excepting, iVom tiie residence of 
consuls, sucli particular place.s a.s 
they might think proper. 'J'his 
they explained to ho tlicir mean-* 
iiig. 'rile same rc'scrvation had 
place ill tiio sixteenth arlielo of 
tlio treaty of the nineteenth of No- 
vember, 171)1 ; which was point-' 
va\ out to me, by you, as the model 
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ol uii article, on the pret-ent t;c- 
easioii, had one been framed. Ft 
also exists in tlic foiirtli article oi‘ 
the commercial convention of the 
third of July, ISlo ; which article 
is indicated hy tiie !iilti.vh pleni> 
poteiiliarics, the model, in tiie 
fifth article of lh«'ir own coimtcr- 
prujet, annexed to tlic [>rotocol 
of the sixteenth conlorence. The 
two articles on this suliject, in the 
treaty of 17!H, and in llmt of 1815, 
arc so much alike, that they ini^ht 
ho adopted, indiscriniitiately, as 
models ; the latter heiii^ a copy, 
with only slight xariiitions, from 
llie former. In my note lo IMr. 
('annin«,s of the I7tli Novemher, 
1823, 1 hinl rcmiiidc'd him, that, 
ih case (ireat lirltain oxcluded 
. American consuls from thi^ ports 
of the colonics, the 1. nit<;d States 
would have to reserv<j tlie rii-ht of 
excluding from thu consular bone- 
fit, iu their port>, all Ihiti.-h ve.— 
sets iuid scumeii arthin;; fioiii the 
celoiiieri. ai;.o, I rcnmulcd 
the IJrllish |jlciij|)utciili-.uies, that 
the United Slates v, ouM luivt; lo 
prottjct IhenHclves, I'.y a f-imihir 
n:.seivali'Mi, tojjuc.vtj. l co cnual 
with (hat to which !in<ain mialit u>o 
lierojitiouofexcci'l.n'; iVdin tluN’c- 
sidencoof our •:on-^iil.-!, parti 'idar 
phua^sin her culonics, there bemix 
no other approj»naH’. mode by 
which we could coimlerxail on o»n 
>k1u this li^lit of cxci-ption on 
hers, so lar as rej^arded her c»>- 
luiiies. 

It will bo seen from the twenty- 
fmiilh prutoco!, that iMitain cun- 
tLiiues to ilechiie, for the present, 
rec(!ivini»’ our c<m ;nls in any of her 
i'olonial ports. SIki acts, in this 
respect, nuder an imprt'ssiori tliat 
•Uicrc is danger of tiro intercourse 
btilweeii these ports and the I'm-- 


la'j 

te<l Htatc.s b( ing soon wliolly iii- 
tciTupted. She wnits the disap- 
peariincc of this danger before 
she; recognizes our consuls, as if.s 
reality wouhl, according to her 
way of reasoning, render her rc- 
eugniiion of little value. It was 
in vain that 1 urged the justico of 
recognizing curs at once,. so that 
we might be upon a par with (Jrcat 
liritain, until ulterior events were 
known. If her bJimage diity of 
four .shillings and ihrec-pcncc 
sidling per Ion, on our vessels 
f iiteriiig her colonial ports, and 
her ailditional impost of ten per 
cent., he. met hy conntcrvailing 
diuics on our side, as Lwas forced, 
for tlu! ri'usous given in another 
part of this despatch, to iniimalo 
myholief that tlicy would be, her 
plenipotontiarie.s have informed me 
tlial 11 will lead to fresh measures, 
of tlio saujo character, on her 
hide : thus biiuging on a stale of 
thin^.s tiiat can only tcnnim.it in 
reniieiing the trade no hmgwr 
woiih l!.e j)!u>ii;t (ifeilher copn- 
tiy. 1;* on the other .'l:inFT, the 
tiade remuins ns at present rogu- 
1.11^1, V. itlioiil any aheration by 
l itl-er parly. ailiuuiL'li Ibituin, as 
I have hail occasion to remark he- 
fon', alleges that slie is dissalisli- 
ed w 1^1 it ; >lie will let it have a 
fnnher tnal. and, in this event 
will receive our consuls on the 
lerm> mealioued iu the twenly- 
fouith pn<lueol. This .‘•he will do, 
as I undd'slami her iutcnlions, 
u•»twilll^laullmg I’ne tenor of the 
fii’ih iululeol la r eounter-projcl, 
above meiilioned, which wouhi 
M'em to malu‘ her eonseul lo the 
reception of our ,eousuls di’pcii- 
deiif upon our ace(‘plmiec of licr 
four prcrt^ding articles. ,l believe, 
moreov er, that slie would raise no 
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obstacle on the score of expense, 
but grant to our consuls exequaturs 
free of all charge, as we grant exe- 
quaturs to hers. This point 1 tnen- 
tioned to the Rritisli Plenipoten- 
tiaries, and to its obvious justice 
they took no exception. There 
remains nothing further for ino to 
impart to you on this subject. 
The protocols that relate to it arc 
the twenty-third and the twenty- 
fourth. 

Protocol of the third Conference 
of the Jlinerican and Jlrilish 
PlenipoteiUiimcs, held nt the 
Board of Trade, t'ehrnnnj, otli 
1824. « 

Present— Mr. Rush, 

Mr. Husk is son, 

Mr »Strairor(l Canning. 
The Protocol of t’no preceding 
conference was read over aiul 
signed. 

In pursuance of previous agree- 
inert^ iMr. Rush brought Ibrwanl 
the propositions of his (Luern- 
iiiept respecting the trade between 
the Lritish Colonies in North 
America and tlic We^l Indies and 
the United Stales, including the 
navigation of the St. liawrcnco, 
by vessels of the I'nihMl States. 
On concluding the stateipent with 
which Mr. Rusli introthiced these 
proposals, in e^.plaiiation of the 
view's and arileccjdenl prf»c:ce(l- 
ings of his (foveniment, ho gave 
in the three articles which are here- 
unto annexed, (marked A.) 

The Rrilish Jlenipotnnliarics, 
in receiving the articles thus |?re- 
sented to them for considtu'alion, 
confined themselves to stating 
their first impressions as to the 
scope and extent of the Anieiican 
proposals,* and the e\(r<!inc difli- 


cully resulting therefrom, obser- 
ving on such parts of the Amoricaii 
Plenipotentiary’s statement as ap- 
peared to them to call for immedi- 
ate objection or to admit of satis- 
factory explanation. 

Adjourned to Mo'.iday, the 17th 
instant at 2 o’clock. 

Richard Rush, 

U\ Jlnsh'isson, 
Stratford Canning. 

Protocol nf the six teenth Conference 
of the. rhnuriran and British 
Pteniiiotcnliarivs, held at the 
Hoard of Trade, on the 8th 
.IriiCy 1 *^ 24 . 

Ih'oscnt — Mr. HiJ?ili, 

Mr. IIinIvIssou, 

Mr. Stratford Canning. 
The Protocol of the j)rccc(ling 
conference was read over and 
.‘signed. 

'Pile Rritisli Plenipolcntiarios, 
alter further discussion in relation 
to commercial intercourse ho- 
twoon the I niled Slates and ccr- 
taiii.of the Rritish Colonics, gave 
in tlie aiiriexi'd counter project, 
on Ihat subjei;l. in reference to 
what had passed at the preceding 
conferciHM;, ol.vsriw ing, at the sarm3 
liine, that the tirst two articdc.s 
of the jiropo-sal communicated 
by the American Plenipotentiary 
ill their third eoiifarence with him, 
had, in liieir ojMnion, no neces- 
sary connection with the third, re- 
lating to the navigation oftho river 
St. Lawrence, ami, that they con- 
ceived it would be more con- 
venient to treat oJ'lbem separately. 

Adjourned to 'I’uesday, the 15th 
instant. . 

Richard Rush, 

It', ilushissou, 

• S^raljord Cana inf’. ^ 
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lii'iiish comUr^iirojtt on Com- 
mercial lulcrcnurscj (16//t jw’w- 

tocol.) 

Ilis Britannic Majesty and the 
United Stafes of America, bein" 
desirous to regulate, by mutual 
agreement, and on principles of 
just reciprocity, the trade now 
open under the respective laws 
between the United States and the 
British colonies in Norlli America 
and the West Indies, have ap- 
pointed Plenipotentiaries to ne- 
gotiate and conclude a convention 
lor that purjiosc ; that is to sav, 
on the purl of His liiitaiinie 3Ia- 
jesty, and «jn tlio part of the 

United Slates of Vuieriea, ; 

which Plcnipolcnliarii's, alter duly 
coinmunieating to eaeli other 
their respective full powers, found 
to be in proper foim, have agreed 
upon and concluded the following 
articles : 

I. The subjects of Ilis Britan- 
nic Majesty, and the citizens of 
the United States, shall continue 
to have liberty to trade between 
the ports of those States, and the 
open ports of ilis Majesty’s pos- 
sessions in North America and 
the West Indies, under the exist- 
ing laws and regulations of the 
high contracting i»arties. And 
whereas it is consi«iered mutually 
advantageous to the snhjeets and 
citizens of both parties, that all 
discriminating duties and e.lnujges 
reciprocally imposed and levied 
on the vessels of each nation and 
' their cargoes, in the ports of the 
other, as aforesaid,, should he 
withdrawn and altogether abolish- 
ed, it is hereby agrt^ed, tliat, upon 
tho vessels of the United States 
admitted by law into all, and every 
one of His Britannic Majesty’s 
colonial ports, as aforesaid, and 


upon any goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise, lawfully imported there- 
in, in the said vessels, no other 
or higher duties of tonnage or im- 
port, and no other charges of any 
kind, shall bo levied or exacted 
than upon British vessels, inclu- 
ding all vessels of the colonics 
themselves, or upon the like 
goods, wares, or merchandise, im- 
ported into the said colonial ports 
from any other foreign port or 
place whatever ; and, likewise, 
jhat, upon the vessels of Great 
Britain, and of her colonics, ad- 
mitted by law’ into all and every 
one of ilic i)oits "of the United 

States, aiul upon any goods, wares, 
or merchandise, lawfully imported 
ihen'in in the said vessels, no 
other or higher duties of tonnage 
or import, and no other charges of 
any kind, shall he l(;vied or exact- 
ed than upon vessels of the United 
States, including svll vessels of 
eaidi and every one of thc*said 
Slates, or upon Ihc.lilift goods, 
wares, or merchandise, imported 
into tho United States, frofti any 
other foreign port or place what- 
ever. 

H. 1 or the more perfect fulfil- 
meiu i*f the iutenlious of the high 
con’tiaeiing p:ii tii s, tiny pledge 
themselves, luhahy, to remove, 
with cas little liehiy as possible, Ilis 
Britauuic Majesty on his side, and 
the United States on their side, all 
additional dnlies of tonnage in the 
lieht of foreign tonnage duty, and 
all additional duties of import iii 
the light of duties on goods im- 
ported in foreign vessels, at present 
i;\isting, either* against the vessels 
of tlie^Uiiited SlaU?saiui their car- 
goes, admitted by law into any of 
the British colonial ports, as afore- 
said, or against British vessels and 
their cargWs, athnitted^by law in- 
ti 
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to the ports of the Unitcii States, 
us well as all other discriminatino 
duties and charges, of whatever 
kind they may be, intended by 
this, and the foregoing article, to 
be removed and altogether abo- 
lished. 

III. It being the desire and in- 
tention of the high contracting par- 
ties, to place the trade in question 
on a footing of just reciprocity, 
they further agree, that, in case 
any of the existing enactments on 
either side, regulating the naviga- 
tion in this trade, shall, contpirj^ 
to expectation, be found, on furtfier 
experience, to operate* partially, 
and in such manner as to give to 
the subjects or citizens of the one 
party engaged therein, a clear and 
decided advantage, to t!ie manifest 
prejudice of tlie subjects or citi- 
zens of the other, in opposition to 
the intention above declared, each 
of the^wo Governments sinll, in 
siiclj case, ahd acciirding as tho 
case may be, receive and examine 
tlie re'prti-rmtotions made to it tliere- 
4)n by lln! other, and, the com- 
plaints being fairly snll^tantiated, 
shall lose no time in udu|)ting such 
additional laws and reirnlali'iits as 
may correct the ericvaie’e com- 
plained of, in conformity witli the 
principle herein laid down. 

IV. 'riie high contracting par- 
ties, beintf further desin'us to pm- 
niote and extend diis tratle, in pro- 
fiortion as circninst inci may, 
from time to liiiKf, allow, llis Ibi- 
taiinic Majesty, on his part, »vn- 
gages, that, whatever facility or ad- 
vantage may hereafter be granted 
Co any friendly Stall*, either in Kn- 
rope or in AmerifM, with res ie/’t 
to any commerce, direct or /!ircuil- 
ous, to be carried on between such 
State and lii.s Majesty’s colonies 
in the West Indies ur America, 


shall be, in like manner, granted 
to the citizens of the United States ; 
and the U. States, on their part, en-' 
gage that, under this contingency, 
the subjects of His Majesty shall 
enjoy whatever facilities or advan- 
tages may, at any time, be granted 
by them to the subjects or citizens 
of the most favoured State, in any 
tratle carried on between the pos- 
sessions t)f that Stale in the West 
Indies or America, and the United 
States. 

V. Ill consideration of the fore- 
going arrangements, his Hritannic 
Majesty cnn>ents,that the Ciovern- 
meiitof the United States shall be 
at liberty to appoint Consuls in 
llis Majesty’s open colonial ports 
in North America and the West 
Indies, and that consuls so ap- 
pointed on llieir behalf shall be re- 
ceived under the sinne conditions 
as those which are sfipninted in 
the liuirih article of the Conven- 
tion of Commerce, concluded in 
Condon, oil the 3d July, 1815. 

VI; 1'he ratification of this con- 
vention, A'C. 

lUlmcU from the Protocol of the 
i tee II tif’ ft ft h Von fire lire of the 
JJiiierirnii ujul itritlsh Ptniipo- 
l>'ntiarir.Sj hvld at the Ihtird of 
Trade ^ on the 22d of Jidtfy 
1S2I. 

I’re.si ul — .Mr. Kiisli, 

.Mr. IIii*ikisson, 
jMr. Sirairord Canning. 

The Protocol of the preceding 
confereme was read over and 
signed.” 

** It was agreed, In ennsidera- 
lion of the .luiiierous and compli- 
cated rpiestinns on which the con- 
ferences had turned, that the Ple- 
nipotentiaries should meet ngnin,' 
and communicate with each other, 
prior to sending in to their rcspec- . 
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live Governments their finul re- 
ports of the present state of the 
'negotiations, suspended hy die ne- 
cessity of referring to Washington 
on some of the subjects that had 
been presented for discussion. 
Adjourned. 

Ric\ard Rush, 

W. Iluskissan, 
Stratford Canning.^^ 

Protocol of the hcenty^sixth Con^ 
fcrence oj the ilmericau, and 
Ilrilisli Plenipotentiaries, held 
at the Board oJ Trade, on the 
2Slhof Jithj, 182-1. 

Present — Mr. R ush , 

Mr. Ifuskisson, 

Mr. Straiford (^^nnin^r. 
The Protocol of the preretline 
conference was read over and 
signed. 

The Plenipotentiaries, after com- 
municating with each other, in 
pursuance of the agrpomfiit taken 
at the preceding ctniference, and 
persuaded that they had siifliciimt- 
iy developed the sentiments of their 
respective (fovernnients, on tlie 
various subjects of tlieir confer- 
ences, separated, under the cir- 
cumstances which necessarily pre- 
vented, for tlie present, any further 
progre.ss in the negotiations. 

Richard Rash, 

W, Ilasl'isson, 
Stratford 

W. 

Paper on the Commercial filler- 
eoHiw Qneslion, from the Bri- 
, tiah PlenijwUnfiarira. 

The Rritish Plenipotentiaries 
present the following remarks, on 
the articles of colonial intoreniirsc 
.proposed by the American Pleiii- 
polcntiary at his third confereore 
^ with them. The first two articles 
■ have no necessary connexion with 


the third, which refutes to (he 
navigation of the river St. Law- 
rence; and the iiritish Plenipo- 
tentiaries arc of opinion that it is 
more convenient to treat of them 
separately. 

The proposal contained in the 
two articles on colonial Intercourse, 
is in substance as follows : The 
traile between the United States 
and llis Majesty's Colonies in 
North America and the West In- 
dies, to continue, as at present, re- 
4 !utated by llic respective acts of 
PaHiament and Congress, except 
that all* discriminating charges on 
alien ves.sels and •their cargoes, 
concerned in that trade, sliould be 
withdrawn on both sides, and fur- 
ther, that all articles of I'nited 
States’ produce should hi* admitted 
into the Colonies, exactly on the 
same tenn.s as the like proiluctions 
of ilie Colonies themselves, or of 
the mother country, , 

To all but the last clause of this 
proposal, the i’ritish Goveiainient 
are willing to consent. “^'o that 
condition they decidedly object. 

I’he olijeclionahlo condition a- 
ninunts to no less than a stipnla- 
lion that Great Rritain shall re- 
nounce, ill favour of the Cniled 
and without a return on 
their siile, the power of protecting 
the staples of her own .subjects, by 
levying import duties on the like 
proilnetions of a foreign country, 
in prinriidr^ such a proposition 
is evidently inadmissilile. It could 
not be entertained with credit, by 
any power on which it was calcii- 
laieii to operati- exclusively. It is 
dirtcily at variance with the prac- 
tSte of all commercial, of all civ- 
ilized iitales. It has no precedent 
in the commercial relations sub- 
sisting between the Hritisli domin- 
ions in Kir. ope and the U. Stales. 
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The specific grounds nHogcd in 
siippt^rt of it, by the Amorican 
PU’nipotenliary, lire, in the opinion 
of the British (ioverinneiit, wholly 
insulTicicnt for that purpose. 

They are understood to be, 
in effect, first: That American 
vessels are subject to an export 
duty in the British West Indies, 
to which British vessels are not 
equally liable : Secondly, that, 
while all the ports of the United 
States are open to British vessels, 
only certain enumerated ports of 
the British Colonies are oper. to 
ve.ssels of the United States : 
Thirdly, that' American vessels 
are confined to a direct trade be> 
tween the place of export and the 
place of import, while British ves* 
scls labour under no such restric- 
tion : Fourthly, that the British 
vessels, tliouch confined to the 
same enumerated articles as the 
AmenTau, ii\ the direct trade, are 
not' so confmed in tradini^ from 
Colony to Colony, or with the 
ports ol ’ fhc mother country : 
Fifthly, that, while all articles of 
British Colonial produce are ad- 
mitted into the United States, many 
important articles of American 
produce are excluded from the 
British West Indies : And, sixthly, 
that, on those artigles of American 
produce which arc admitted info 
the British Colonics, import duties 
are levied, or, at len.st, that higher 
import duties arc levied, than on 
the like articles produced in His 
Majesty’s dominions. 

'These several allegations are 
met, in detail, by the following 
specific statement : 

First. The export duty co^.n- 
plaincd of, is a duty of four and a 
half per cent, levied in some of 
the Leeward Islands, on the pro- 


(luce of those isknds, whether ex~ 
ported in British or in American 
vessels, and equally, whether ex- 
ported to (jr»'at Britain or to fo- 
reign countries. 

Secondly. The Cdionial ports 
opened, by act of Parliament, to 
foreign vessels from America, arc 
all tiiosc in which custom houses 
are established. 

Thirdly. The American Con- 
gress has passed an act confining 
British vessels to a direct trade, 
under boml, in the very same man- 
ner as American vessels are re- 
stricted by ilu.'Briii.di act of Parlia- 
ment, an«l even to a greater degree. 

Fourthly. The liberty of trad- 
injr between ("olony and Colony, 
as well as within the mother coim- 
try, enjoyed exclusively by British 
vessels in this trarle, is no other 
than a part of the coasting trade, 
which every < government secures to 
its own subjects. 'Plie Americans 
enjoy a like advantage on their 
side ; and the British are not al- 
lowed, on the same principle, to 
carry on trade hetweem the several 
ports and .Slates of the American 
L iiion. 

Fifthly. The exclusion of cer- 
tain articles of American produce, 
such as salt fisli, from the West In- 
dia market, is no other than wliat 
already exists in the trade between 
Great Britain and the United States, 
comprising other foreign countries. 
It is I)y no means peculiar to the 
colonial intercourse. The rum and 
molasses of the British West In- 
dies, are, tn paint of fact^ but 
barely admitted to the market of 
the United* States. 

Sixthly. 'I'lie protecting duties 
levied in the British West ludies;, 
on the dour, lumber, &c. of the 
United States, arc absolutely ne- 
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Glossary to nfTord the inhabitants 
of His Majesty’s North American 
Provinces a chance of s(?n<Iinij their 
superfluous produce to market, on 
equal terms with the citizens of the 
United States.* These latter enjoy 
great natural advantages over 
their Northern cor\ipetilors, by 
reason of the open climate, and 
comparative vicinity of their coun- 
try to the West India Islands. 
'J’he sugar of the British AVest In- 
dies, their principal export, has, 
besides, to pay in the United Stales 
an import liuty pro))Oitionally 
higher than the duty levied on 
American iloiir, inthe ports of the 
British Colonies 

On the specific grounds, then, 
alleged by the American I*h‘ni]M>- 
temiary, the above mentioned 
slipnlalion cannot be accepted by 
(ireat Britain, without injustice to 
her own subjects, any more than it 
can be accepted by h(?r on general 
principles, without prejudice to her 
character as an independent, com- 
mercial Power. Much as the Bri- 
tish Ciovornmont are disposed to 
clicrisii and improve the relations 
of commerce anil good neighbour- 
hood with the United States, sncli 
sacrifices cannot, in fairness, be 
expected, even for the sake of those 
objects. 

Still less arc they to be expected, 
'when the statements of the British 
(jovernment, in answer to those of 
the American, are fully borne out 
by the state, as hitherto ascertainv 
cd, of the trade carried on under 
the respective laws of the two coun- 
tries. 

There is reason to suppose, that 
about two-thirds of the flour and 
biniber received from North Anie- 
7ica by the British West Indies, 
arc produced by the Ihiitcd Slates ; 
icnd it is iiut too much to say, that 


even seven-eighths of that quantity 
are conveyed to the market in 
American vessids, wliile, even up- 
on the return trade, it appears that 
American vessels enjoy a share 
not greatly superior to that pro- 
portion. 

Under these circumstances, the 
British Plenipotentiaries can only 
accept the articles on commercial 
intercourse, tendered to them by 
tlie American Plenipotentiary, with 
the omission of the stipulation al- 
ready specified. 

tViUi every disposition to re- 
move notiecessary obstructions 
iVom the trade, and»to keep the 
protecting duties within fair and 
moderate bounds, no difiercnce 
whatever being made in j)oint of du- 
ties ami charges between American 
and British vessels, whether be- 
longing to the Colonics or to 
Great Britain, it is impossible for 
the British Government to ud.nit a 
condition which would expose tliwr 
North Ameriean Provinces ty a 
total exclusion from tlu^WeSt In- 
dia market, and that, as they <;on- 
ceive, williout any equivalent con- 
cession being jiroposed on tlie part 
of the United States. 

'Phe Britisli Plenipotentiaries 
are rejidy, at the same lime, to en- 
ter into stipulations, not only for 
removing all alien charges what- 
ever from the vessels ami their car- 
goes, as such, of both parties, in 
the United States on one side, and 
ill the enumerated British Colonies 
on tilt other, but also for extend- 
ing to the United Slates, eventual- 
ly, and in eonsuleratiun of a fair 
return from them, any further ad- 
vantages, in that frade, which, in 
the progvss of events, Great Bri- 
tain may find it safe oi^ desirable 
to concede to any other foreign 
iiution or Stpte, in tlic trade bo 
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tween her colonies and its possos- 
sions. In making this contingent 
agreement, it would bo the inten- 
tion of the British Government 
to apply, in proportion as circum- 
stances might allow, to the trade 
between ills Majesty’s open Colo- 
nies and the United States, the 
same principle already adopted in 
the Convention of IS 15 ; namely, 
of placing each party, with re- 
spect to imports and exports, on 
the footing of the most favoiirc'd 
nation : and in the same sjvrit 
there would he no ohjeefioii fo 
giving a suitable exten.-^ron to the 
fourth article of the Commercial 
Convention, respecting Consuls. 

MR. CLAY To MR. OALLATIN. 

Extracts fromtrennal instructiomt, 
JVo. 1, dated mil Jiur, 1S26. 

Vour predecessor, Mr. Ru- 
fus King, purposes leaving Lou- 
don in tlb3 month of June, and 
oh that account, as well as on ae- 
coUi\L of. the important negotia- 
tions with which you aru to be 
solely charged, the Prc.>)idenl 
wi Jigs you to lose no time unne- 
cessarily in proceeding to (ircat 
Britain. On your arrival then', 
you will deliver a copy of your 
credential letter to the; Minister of 
Foreign Aifaifs, and, on your 
presentation to the King, you 
will communicate the original to 
His Majesty. On that occasion 
you will express to him the earn- 
est desire of the Presidant to 
maintain the amicable relations 
which happily subsist between the 
two countries ; that on the part of 
this Government, notiiing will be 
omitted to preserve tluini in full 
vigour, tfhd, if possible, to add 
fresh strength to them; and it 
will give groat satisfaction to ex- 


perience corresponding disposi- 
tions on (he other side. 

You will find among the pa- 
pers now ])iit in your possession, 
the personal instructions by which 
you will regulate your conduct. 
Mr. John A. King, fcJoerctary of 
the Legatioiif to whom is allowed 
the option of retaining that np- 
pointriient, and who \vi!l have been 
let\ by Mr. Rnfu^ King itt charge 
of our alfiirs, if lu; shall lia\c 
taken his departure Ijefore your 
arrival, will deli\er over to you 
the records and papers (if the mis- 
sion. 

“ In eomniiinicating the gene- 
ral instructions, by wliich you arc 
to he governed, the llrst subje^ct to 
which I am to direct your atten- 
tion is tiutl of negoliati(»ii, open- 
ed by IMr. Rusli on the 23d day 
of January, lS2t, and which was 
suspcndiMj on the 22d of July, of 
the samci year, with rn under- 
standing between the parties tliat 
it was to be renewed at some con- 
venient early period. Owing to 
lircunistanecs beyond our eon- 
tiol, it has not been resumed as 
soon as the President had w islicd. 
Upon Mr. King's arrival host 
Slimmer in Pmglantl, he found the 
inemhers of tlie British Cabinet 
dispersed over tlic Kingdom, and 
on the eontinimt. Ili.s Britannic 
Majesty was indisposed, us was 
Mr. Oanning also. Mr. King 
^las laboured under ill health, du- 
ring the greater ]>art of the time 
of his abode in England. It was 
not until the autumn that (he 
British Cabinet assembled at Lon- 
don; and the first object which 
engaged Mr. King’s atlenli^> 
was, the state of the mixed com- 
mission at Washington, under th<' 
tripartite convention of St. PetefA* 
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burg. lie was for some time oc- 
cupied by a correspondence and 
conferences with Mr. Canning, 
on that sul)ject, until it was trans. 
ferred to this city. Moreover, llic 
British Parliaincnt had recently 
passed laws alfectiiig, in a most 
iinportunt extent, tl.u (rude of the 
Britisii ('ohitiies, in our neigh- 
bourhood, the in crprt'tation and 
practical operation of which, it 
wiis desirable to test by .sonic 
cxp^^rionce. U’he^c explanations 
of tlic causes of the delay which 
has arisen in the rcsuinption of 
Mr. liii.sh’.s not^otiation, may be 
inudo, if you tind them nc- 
ccsisary, to the British Uo\ em- 
inent. Tiiat of the l.'nitod States 
has not been inditlerent to the 
deep inh'rcsts, and to the hartno- 
ny between tlie two counliies, 
which arc involviMl in the nego- 
tiation. And it is .satisfacluiy to 
rellect, tliat no prejiulieo to either 
party is believed to have accrued 
tVom the lapse of time, wlueb on 
tl>o f.oiitriiry, will have ullbrded to 
imiha more ample opporliinity of 
deliberately reviewing the past, 
.and of entering again upmi the 
negotiations nialer biMler liglits, 
and wiili a spirit of miitnal con- 
ciliation and concession, the best 
pledge lor bringing ti.em to a for- 
tunatr; conelu'ion. 

We have rri’eived inforination 
that Mr. Ilnshisson and Mr. 
AddingUm, fomierly the British, 
^ Charge d'AlUiires at M asliiiigton, 
iiave been named to eoniluci tlie 
nogoiiutioii on tlie |taitoftho Brit- 
ish thivernment, wliicli has inli- 
•ualed an expi’clalioii tiiat, on our 
: wide, lliere would also la? two Coin- 
itrts.siuiiers. In not eonlbrminglo^ 
.d»iit.cxpcclation, no disrespect is 
int^'nded to the British (I'ovcrn* 


ment. It belongs to every nation 
to determine for it.self, what shall 
be the number, and to designate 
the particular individuals, to whom 
it chooses to commit the conduct 
of its foreign negotiations. Nor 
lias the practice been uniform to 
employ the same nutnbef on each 
side. Croat Britain does not, 
indeed, insist upon the appoint- 
ment of two, as a matter of usage 
or of right. In appointing you 
alone, tliis Government is influ- 
oriced liy tlie coniidence which it 
rcpusifs ill you, and by considera- 
tions of Economy and expedien- 
cy.” . 

‘*4. The trade between the 
United Mtutes and the British 
Aiiieiican colonies. 

Voii will re»:ollcct that the Brit- 
isli Covi'rnmcnt declined tioiiting 
on this subject, in the negotiation 
which resulted in the convention 
of ISlo. That coimuition IcjJ’t 
each party at liberty, by bis sepa- 
rate acts, to regulate llitUsa V'ac- 
cording to the Viotl which he 
might entertain of bis own infer- 
csis and policy. Accordingly, 
the Govemmenl of eaeli has 
.>inco adopted vaiious measure.^, 
which have so restricted ainl em- 
barrasAMl tlu^ intercourse hclwccn 
the I’uiled Slates *aiul the Brilisli 
Colonies, that it is almost impossi- 
ble lo comprehend them, and tho 
ollict'is of the Briii:*b (lovernment 
luivo not concurred iii the con- 
slruetMui of the last act of tlie 
British Parliament in relation to 
the subjee t. This act lias been 
dilfereully inlerpreted, both in the 
saimv British port, foul in dilferent 
British po|ts. A principal object 
of tliose measures has ficen, on 
the British side, to secure and 
pcrpeluulc a, monopoly of the 
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navigation concerned in the trade, 
and, on ours, to obtain a fair and 
equal participation of it, on terms 
of just reciprocity. The expe- 
rience of both has been such, 
that it ought to inculcate on their 
respective councils moderation 
and liberality. 

Mr. .Hush submitted, in the 
progress of his negotiation, at the 
third conference, two articles for 
the regulation of this trade, which 
were not accepted by the British 
Plenipotentiaries. These articles 
embraced three leading jirinciplcs : 
1st. That there sliould he a mu- 
tual abolition of all discriminating 
or alien duties, so as to place Bri- 
tish and American vessels employ- 
ed in the trade, and their cargoes, 
on a footing of perfect equality ; 
2d, That the productions of tho 
United States, admitted into a Bri- 
tish*colony, should be subjected to 
90 higlier’duties than similar pro- 
dujctions of another British co- 
lonjT/’ifnd 3d, That tho trade 
slipuld remain restricted as it then 
was by the acts of Congress and 
Parliament, according to which it 
was limited to a dirncl intercourse. 
The British Plenipotentiaries were 
willing to accede, in behalf of 
their (iovernnyint, to the first and 
third, but not to the second of 
those principles ; and they brought 
forward, at the sixlcenlh confer- 
ence, a countcr-projet, consist- 
ing of six articles. On the 27th i 
day of June, and the .%h day 
of July, 1S25, the British (io- 
vernmont passed two acts, the 
first of which is entitled “ An act 
for further regulating the trade of 
IBs M^ajesty's posstssions in 
America and the West Indies, 
and for the warehousing of goods 
therein,” and the ^second, An 


act to regulate the trade of the 
British possessions abroad.” Ac- 
cording to these acts, the dis- 
crimination between Great Bri- 
tain and her American colonies^ 
as being subject in* regard to for- 
eign nations, to diflbronl com- 
mercial codes, is in some degree 
abolished ; and they arc incorpo- 
rated, to a considerable extent, 
together, and their trade thrown 
open to foreign nations. The le- 
gislation of Great Britain for her 
colonies has been very complica- 
ted, and we may not have a just 
conception of the provisions of 
those two acts. But, if they are 
correctly understood here, they 
allow, 1st, That whatever may 
be lawfully imported into those co- 
lonies, in Jlritisli vessels, may also 
be imported in foreign vessels, into 
a specified number of ports, called 
free ports, at the same rate of du- 
ty for the vessel and cargo ; 2dly, 
That tho foreign vessel is restrict- 
ed to a direct intercourse between 
the country to which it belongs 
and thd British colony, adhering, 
in this respect, to the old principle 
of her navigaiion laws. In some 
of their provisions, particularly in 
tho impositiuu of duties on articles 
of American produce, which was 
before free, (Indian meal and In- 
dian corn, (br example,) these 
acts operate more prejudicially to 
us than the previous state of tlie 
British law. But, notwithstanding, 
on a full consideration of the whole 
subject, the President, anxious to 
give a strong proof to Great Bri- 
tain of \he desire of the Govern- 
ment of the United States to ar- 
irango this long contested matter 
of the colonial intercourse, iff a 
manner mutually satisfactory, ai!- 
thorizos you to agree— t 
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1st, That there shall be a reci- 
procal and entire abolition of all 
alien or discriminating duties upon 
the vessel or cargo, by whatever 
authority imposed, so as to place 
the vessels of the United States 
and those of threat Britain, whe- 
ther colonial or British, concern- 
ed in the trade, upon a footing of 
perfect equality and reciprocity. 

2d, That the United States con- 
sent to waive the demand whicli 
they have heretofore made, of the 
admission of their productions into 
British colonics at the same, and 
no higher, rate of duty, ns similar 
productions are chargcahlc with 
when imported from one into an- 
other British colony, witli the ex- 
ception of our produce descending 
•the St. rjawrence and llic Sor- 
rel. It will not be necessary, how- 
ever, to insert the general waiver 
in the convention, but only to pro- 
vide for the exception, if that 
should be agreed to as herein be- 
fore mentioned ; and 

3d, That the (lovcrnmcnt of 
the United States u ill not insist 
upon a participation in the direct 
trade between the Uniled King- 
.dorn of Great Britain and Ireland 
and the British American colonies. 
But they do expect and require, 
that their vessels shall he allowed 
to trade between those colonics 
and any foreign country with 
which the British vessels arc al- 
lowed to trade, lii agreeing to 
leave Great Britain in the cxclu-^ 
siyc possession of the direct 
trade with her colonies, the Pre- 
sident is sensible that our naviga- 
tion may be exposed to some dis- 
advantage in its competition with 
the British. Tho latter may make 
double voyages, charged with mik- 
ed cargoes from the parent coun- 


try, or from the X'nilcd States and 
the Colony. But the disadvantage 
would he so great as to render it 
impracticable that we could main- 
tniii any thing like a fair competi- 
tion, if British vesse ls, at the plea- 
sure of their owners, were, and 
ours were not, permitted to share 
in the trade between the British 
colonics, foreign countries and 
the United States. Perhaps Great 
Britain may ask, if wo trade be- 
tween British colonies and foreign 
countries, that British vessels 
should he allowed to export the 
produtfo of the T'nited States to 
those coiihlries, or to import fo- 
reign produce from ihem into these 
Slates. There would ho some 
plausibility in such a demand, if 
it were conrm(?d to eoli'niai ves- 
sels, and ifllierc could he devised 
any adequate security against frau- 
dulent denominations of British 
Eifrcprati vessels, bestowed to 
quality them to enjoy llxj privile^re 
of trading between the Uniled 
Slates and fondgn CAu."Vfcs, 
through British colonics. It is evi- 
dent thatjw itliout such a limitafion 
cllicaciously enforced, (which is 
believed to he altogether impracti- 
cable,) tlicre would he no equiva- 
lent, lor a privilege lo all liiitish 
vessels*, Euro])ean and colonial, 
of sharing in onr 'trade with nil 
foreign countries, in the limited 
privilege lo American vessels, of 
sharing tlic trade between those 
countries and Piiilisli colonics. 
Your discussions on this subject 
may take sueh a direct ion ns to 
present a favourable occasion for 
testing the extent to which tho 
Briti.'tli GovcriimerA is disposed to 
carry (he yiodern liberal commer- 
cial doctrines, which it |ft'ofcssos, 
and has proclaimed to the world. 

7 
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With that view, and lor settliiif; at 
once all diiticulties on the ques- 
tion, whether the vessels of the 
United States shall boponnitted 
to engage in tlic trade between 
the British American colonics and 
foreign countries, ymi are hereby 
authorized to propose, as a general 
regulation, applical»lc to the Bri- 
tish dominions in L^urope as well 
as in this licmiKpherc, or whero- 
ever situated, that whatever can 
be lawfully inqiorted into one 
country, in its own vessels, may 
be also imported into it, in the ves- 
sels of the other country, the ves- 
sel and the cargo payin*^, in both 
instances, the same and no higher 
or other duties. Tliis will leave 
the capital and industry of the two 
nations concerned in navigation, 
to a free competition, upon equal 
terms ; and that is understood to 
be the policy which the British 
(Jovcrnmciit has recently announ- 
ced. On ^his broad and exten- 
sive princi|ile, a trealy with (he 
the Centre of Ameri- 
ca was concludc<l on the sixth of 
December last, and was snhse- 
qiicntly ratified liy the Vn'-sideut, 
with the advice and con<^(nit of the 
Senate, it is believed given u.na- 
nimously. Wc have not yet heard 
of its ratificntion by the otht^r par- 
ty, and of courSe its proinulgdfion 
at present would be premature, but 
acopy ofitis now placed in your 
possession. A treaty with Den- 
mark, embracing the same princi- 
ple, under some modifications and 
limitations, was signed at Wash- 
ington on the 26 Ih day of April of 
the present year, to the ratifica- 
tion of which tlie Senate has also 
consented and advised with equal 
unanimity. SufTicicnt time has not 
yet elapsed to receive the Danish 


ratification, but a copy of this trea- 
ty is also confided to you. If Great* 
Britain will assent to neither prin- 
ciple ; if slio insist upon engross- 
ing the whole trade, not only be- 
tween her colonics and her Euro- 
])ean duminimis, but also between 
those colonies and foreign coun- 
tries, to the C(\cliision from both 
of the navigation of the Uni- 
ted Stales, it will then be neces- 
sary to insert a clause in the con- 
vention expressly reserving to each 
party the right, by existing or other 
laws, to rcsti iet the trade between 
the ITiiitud Slates and the British 
colonics to the direct iiitcrcourso 
between them. 

“ You will observe that the in- 
structions now given, respecting 
the colonial trade, amount to an 
authority on tlio part of this Gov- 
ernment to you, to agree in sub- 
stancHi to the modilleation of Mr. 
Bush's pro[)osal, whicli was re- 
quired by llio British IMenipotcn- 
liaric’s. You will entleavour to 
make a lively iiupressiou on the 
British Government of the con- 
ciliatory spirit of that of the Uiii- 
teil Slates, which has dictated the 
present liberal oiler ; and of their 
expectation to meet, in the pro- 
gress of your negotiations, with a 
coric.’'pojuling friendly disposition. 
Tile object of this part of your 
instructions may be accomplished, 
cither by inserting the articles res- 
pecting the colonial trade in tho 
general convention for regulating 
the commerce between the two 
countries, which would be their* 
most lit position, or in a separate 
convention. Whether the two ar- 
ticles proposed by Mr. Kush, or 
the two first, proposed by the Bri- 
ti^i Plenipotentiaries, or others 
difiercntly constructed, should ba. 
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inserted in the convention which 
you are empowered to conclude, 
will depend upon the footing on 
which you may ultiiiuilely ajiiec, 
under your instructions, to placo 
the colonial trade. If you should 
not be likely 'to bring your nego- 
tiations, on the entire suhject of 
the commerce bctjvecn llie two 
countries and their respective ter- 
ritories to a conclusion, in time to 
present the convention, in which 
it is expected they will issue, to 
Congress during its next session, 
it will he desirable, and you arc ac- 
cordingly directed to endeavour 
to^ make a separate arrangement 
of file colonial question, so as to 
enable the President at least to 
present that, before the adjourn- 
ment. As to the duration of any 
general or particular coininerrial 
convention to which you may 
agree, it may be limited to a period 
of about ten years ; to which it is 
advisable to add an article similar 
to the eleventh article of our 
Danish treaty, stipulating that the 
convention shall continue in force 
beyond the particular period a- 
greed upon, until one jiaily noti- 
fies the other, in writing, of his 
desire to put an end to it.*’ 

MR. GALLATIN TO MR. CANNING. 

62, upper Seijiiwur-slreel, 
2Gth 1S2G. 

The undersigned. Envoy Ex- 
traordinary and Minister rioiiipo- 
teutiary of the United States of 
■America, had not seen the order 
in Council, of the 27tli of July 
last, on the day (the 17th instant) 
when ho had tlio licHour of an 
interview with Mr. Canning, His 
Majesty’s principal Secretary of 
‘State for Foreign Alfairs. * 

. Had ho then been aware of the 
precise import of the order in ques- 


tion, and of the provisions of the 
sc.vcral acts of Parliament to 
which it rcfi^rs, the undersigned 
would have thonglit it his duty to 
make the observations, to which 
ho now heg.*i leave to call Mr. 
Canning’s attention. 

It appears that His Majesty’s 
Government wn.s vested* with two 
distinct authorities, applicable to 
the inferenurso between His Ma- 
jesty’s Colonies and the United 
Stall's. 

By the 4lh section of the act 
of Parliament, of the 5th July, 
it was onaeted that the privi- 
legos grhntcd by the law of navi- 
gation to ibreign sliips, to trade 
with the Britisli possessions 
abroad, should be limited, with 
respect to countries not having 
colonial possessions, to the ves- 
sels of such as should place the 
commerce and navigation of 
Great Hritain, and of her posses- 
sions abroad, upon (he fooling of 
the most favoured nation, unless 
His JNTajesty, by his^riier in 
(’ouncil, slioiiKl in any case deem 
it expedient to grant (he whole, or 
any part, of suc h privileges to iho 
ships of any foreign country, al- 
though the said conditions should 
not in all rospeets be fultiiled by 
sueh'couiitiy. 

And, by two dlher acts of Par- 
liament, passed in the fourth and 
fifth years of the reign of his 
present .Majesty, authority was 
given to levy additional or coun- 
tervailing tonnage duties on ves- 
sels, and additional or counter- 
vailing duties of customs, on 
goods im|)ortcd or exported in 
vessels belonging to any foreign 
country, in w hicli higher duties 
were levied on llritish\essels, or 
on goods impui'led or exported in 
British vessels, than on vessels of 
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Buch country, or on similar goods 
when imported or exported in ves- 
sels of such country. 

Roth authorities have been re- 
sorted to ill tlie larder in Council 
of27tIi July last. 

On the ground tliat tlic condi- 
tion referred to in the act of Par- 
liament of 5th July, lv825, having 
not in all respects been fuliillcd 
by the Government of the United 
States, the privileges so granted 
to foreign ships cannot lawfully 
be enjoyed by ships (jf the said 
States, unless specially '^ranted Jiy 
His Majesty in Council, tho said 
privileges arc again thus granted 
by the order in Council, but with 
the express proviso that the said 
privileges, or, in other words, the 
intercourse in American vessels 
between the United Stales and 
the British Colonies, shall abso- 
lutely cease on the Ist of Decem- 
ber next, so far us respects South 
America, tilie West Indies, the 
Bahama Islands, Bermuda, and 
Ne,»sfQlirj 5 lland, and, on some 
other subsequent days, so far as 
respects the British possessions on 
the Western Coast of Africa, the 
Cape of Good Hope, Mauritius, 
Ceylon, New Holland, and Van 
Dieman’s Land ; 

And, inasmuch as British ves- 
sels entering tiie ports of the 
United Stales, from the British 
Colonies, are charged with addi- 
tional tonnage duty of ninety- 
four cents per ton, and with an ad- 
dition of ten per cent, qh the 
import duty payable on the same 
goods when imported in Ameri- 
can vessels, a countervailing duty, 
deemed equivalent in amounf, is, 
by the order of Council, .laid, du- 
ring the time that the intercourse 
ia permitted to continue, on Ameri- 


can vessels, and on goods im- 
ported in Amcricfiri vessels en- 
tering the ports of His Majesty’s 
possessions in Nortli ami Suutli 
America, and in llio West Indies, 

There is not, if the undersigned 
is rightly informed, a single act of 
the Government of the United 
Slates which can, in the view ta- 
ken of the subject by that of His 
Majesty, he consiticred as not ful- 
filling the condition contemplated 
by the act of Parliament of 5tli 
July, 1S25, as not placing tho 
commerce and navigation of 
Great Britain, and of her posses- 
sions abroad, upon the footing of 
the most favoured nation, except- 
ing only the conlimmncc of the 
discriminating tonnage duty of 
ninety-four cents per ton on Brit- 
ish vessels, and of the addition of 
ten per cent, on the onlinary duty 
charged on goods im[)orlcd in 
British vessels entering the jiorts 
of the United Stales from tho 
British Colonies. Both the mea- 
sures embraced by the order in 
Council, the countervailing duties 
and. the discontinuance of the in- 
tercourse, arc founded on one and 
the same fact, the continuance of 
the United States’ discriminating 
duties. And the countervailing 
duty, deemed ecpiivalent thereto, 
which has by the order in Council 
been laid on American vessels, 
and goods imported in American 
vessels entering tho ports of tho 
British Colonics, was alone suffi- 
cient to place the British and 
American vessels, employed in * 
the intercourse between those 
Colonies,and the United States, 
on the footing of the most perfect 
equality. 

It docs not belong to the under-^ 
signed to question the policy . of. 
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the measures which Great Britain 
may think proper to adopt respect- 
ing the trade with her colonies. 

He only iniers, from the acts of 
Parliament passed on that siihjeet 
during llic last four years, that the 
intercourse <)etween the United 
States and tlio British colonics in 
the West Indies, JJouth America, 
and other places, to the extent 
authorised by those acts, is con- 
sidered by llis Majesty’s (ioverii- 
inent as bcnefieial to those colo- 
nies and to the British Empire at 
large. 

^ With this conviction, and the 
only inequality supposed to exist 
ha^ng been removed by the coun- 
tervailing duties, the uudorsigncjd 
has been unable to discover tljc 
motive for interdicting altogether, 
after a short time, so tar as re- 
spects the British possessions in 
the West Indies, ISoutlt Ameiica, 
and several other places, an inter- 
course beneficial to both parties, 
and which might, in conlormity 
with the act of Parliament, have, 
if deemed expedient, been indefi- 
nitely continued w'ith those colo- 
nics, in the same manner ns has 
been done, as respects the British 
possessions of North America. 

Wholly unable, therefore, to as- 
sign a cause for tlic contemplated 
suspension of the intercourse in 
question, the undersigned appre- 
hends that, for the very reason 
that the object in view cannot be 
understood, it may be misconstru- 
ed. 

Having no instruction on a con- 
tingency which was not foreseen, 
he can, at this time, ouly express 
his regret, that a measure which 
cannot bo viewed favourably by 
his Government, should have been 
adopted, at the moment when he 


was authorized to renew the ne- 
gotiations on that subject, and 
willi a well-founded hope, from 
the liberal tenor of Ids instructions, 
that an arraiigcincut, founded on 
principles of mutual convenience 
to Imlh parties, might be conclu- 
ded. 

It is well known tliat the delay 
in that respect was due to causes 
not umU'r llie control of the Pni- 
h'd States, priucipiilly to the state 
ofliealtb of Mr. King, which has 
ullimatcly deprived them of his 
sprvirrs. 

lilic reasons of the marked 
pro fere litre given by the Govern- 
ment of tiie Lniteif States to an 
arranirement by treaty, in^telul of 
regulittions adopted by both coun- 
tries, are suilicieiilly obvious. It 
is Idgbly imiiortant lor all ibe [»ar- 
ties couociued, essential for the 
security of coniuiereial or agri- 
cultural ojierations, that llio inter- 
cour.*'fi .should be placfnl on a more 
permanent and explicit foortng 
than it can be by rccipr|y;a1»kiws, 
liable to be modified or revoked 
at any time, at the will of cither 
party, and not always easily un- 
der>lood by tliose on whom they 
operate. And the obstacles which 
have prevented the United States 

from* accepting the intercourse 
contemplated by* the act of Par- 
liament, which could only be done 
in toto, and by complying with 
terms on which they bad not been 
consulted, may, it is believed, be 
casjjy removed by modifications 
essential to them, and which will 
not, it is thought, be found incon- 
sistent with the interest of Great 
Bntain. • 

'I'lic undersigned has taken a 
view only of the gciicwl tenor of 
the order in council, and docs 




M Aifik If oecoswarv h mhcrt h 
Mae 0t itH JvtmU. ' //» hvtiovcs 
iho Odtissioii (»t u speciai riii'iition 
ol tlio trade with the Urui^h pro- 
viiicoa ill ilie Hast in tluit 

clause which makes u sjuii i il i*v- 
ception as respects that with the 
British possessions in Jhiiope, 
to be purely accidental. And he 
takes it for granted, that it is not 
intended to extend the counter- 


thcrehy Plonk'd lollic unclcwii-n. 

lor eiilorinir into an explana- 
tion, (‘(piallv' iiiireserved, of the 
opinions and inltnitions of II is' 
(ioverinneiil on that 

iiiattor. 

It will h hi:;!ily ftdvaritiii^eons 
ro "-iposc at oiK'e oi' a subject 
which .stands jipart from all the 
other important snhjects which 
j\lr. (rallalin is anthori/.ed to di.s- 


vailing duties to the interconrsc 
by land or inland navigation, be- 
tween the United Slates and the 
British possessions in North 
America, if it shall bo fonoi, ns 
the undersigned hclicve^ it to he 
the fact, that the discriminating 
duties of the United States do not 
apply to that intercourse. 

The undersigned avails himself 
of this opportunity to pray Mr. 
Canning to accc|)t the assurance 
of his perfect consideration. 

Jilbert Gnlhtin. 

The Right Hon, George » 
Cannings ^ ) 

MR. CANNfNO TO Mil. CM.T.ATI.N. 


cuss with the IJlitisli (lovermnent 
— a snl)jcct, wliici» is to be argued 
on principles, and to he decided 
on coiisidoralions, peculiar to it- 
self. 

iMr. (rulhilin will alh)W the un- 
dersigned to Uilvc the liberty of 
remarking, that this peculiarity of 
character seems to have been 
ovorlookoil by 'Ir. Ifallalin, in his 
note of the -tith of August, 
"i'hroiigliont that note there ap- 
pears to b(‘ one p(nvading error. 
Mr. Ciallatiu treats the question 
as if it htid (urnetl altogether on 
this single point : “ what arc the 
tM|nal and reciprocal conditions, 
muter which a trade, between tho 


The undersigned, His Majes- 
ty’s Principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, has the ho- 
nour to acknowledge tlio oflicial 
note, of tho 25th ultimo, addre.^^s- 
ed to him by Mr. Gallatin, Gnvoy 
Extraordinary ai^l Mini.ster Pleni- 
potentiary ofthe United States of 
America, on the subject of an or- 
der in council, issued by His Aia- 
jesty on the 27th of July. 

The undersigned feels hiipself 
greatly indebted to Mr. Gallatin 
fbr the full and frank c\po.sitioi], 
which that note contains, of his 
own opinions, and of those of his 
Government, upon the whole mat- 
ter to which the order in ' council 
relates ; and for tho opportunity 


rnited Slatc.s and the Pritish 
West India colonies, sliould be 
carried on assuming, as a sort 
of axiom, that such trade is as 
open to the United States as any 
other trade in the world, and never 
iiu]uiring wliellier some compensa- 
tion might not 1)C duo from tlm 
United States to (iieat Britain, 
for tlie concc.'^i on of a privilege, 
w'hicli il is her imdonblcd right to 
give or withhold. 

The undersigned is prepared to 
shew, that, even if the liberty to 
trade wdlh Jhc Pritish We.st India 
colonies were gratuitously con- 
ceded by England to tho United 
Statbs, still tho footing on which* 
tho trade, so permitted, is now 
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carried on by the United States, is 
unequal and unfair. 

But as tho o!>j jcli()n, 'ivliich Ihc 
llrilisli Govornmont. feels io the 
proposition for sneli piirlinl 
zationof condili<}ii.>, as ?fir. C:;!- 
latin’s instru 9 ticns appear to t o 
intended to nstah!i-!i, hes di;. | er 
than 3Ir. G; Ihiiiu's piopesitimi 
goes, the undtM'sij^ei.d tliiiik.- it r;o!>t 
io explain, in tiie first n>'e, 
tho iiaiure aiul grounds of ihal 
fundamental ohjeclion. 

It is, as the under'igned has 
already said, the unquesiionaldc 
right, and it has, till williin these 
few years, been llie invariahJe 
practice of counlries I’.aviug eo- 
lonies, to reservo to tlieinsohes 
the trade witli those colonies, and 
to relax that reservation only un- 
der special cir(:uni>l!mces. and 
on particular ocxasioiw. When 
a relaxation of that nature has 
been dictated and liniitcd, hy 
the iieccss-ilies ol’ the it:otlnr 
country, or of the colonies, tlio 
foreign coimliies taliing advan- 
tage of it, may fairly aver, Ih.'Jt 
they owed nothing to the iState 
which had griinied such relaxa- 
tion. '.riicy may even liave felt 
themselves at liherty to decline to 
accept of a partial atlini^«siou into 
the ports of the colonies, thus 
evidently opened Irom considera- 
tions of local or temporary con- 
venience, unless tlicy wi-re allow- 
ed a general liberty of tho trade 
with those colonies, indcpciKU'ut- 
ly of such considerations. * 

The interdiction of the Ameri- 
can (lovernmcnt, in ir;20, of any 
commerce with tho Bnfisli We&t 
India colonics, until American 
shipping should be p(Tmittod a frci^ 
> entry into the Briiish colonial 
pprts, is to be justified upon this 
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The obvious way of meeting 
that interdiction by Great Britain, 
would have been to open to other 
coiniiicreial and maritime Powers 
the li.tde I'ciused by the United 

iSl; ir -i. 

Ciicnm^tanccs, not necessary 
to ho detailed here, rendered that 
expedient, at that time, *unadvisa- 
hie. 

in ] f-22, the privilege of trading 
with the liiiti.-h Vi cs?l Indies was 
conceded to tiic sliipping of tho 
L iiiied Stale.-', with certain rcstric- 
tion.s and limitalion.s, under which 
1iiey*vere content to enjoy it ; but 
lluit privilege (ireat Britain still 
witli-Kihl IVoin all the Powers of 
Kcrepo. 

^riie concession to the United 
Stalc.« wa.'^, in clVcct, if not in 
wonls, exi'hisivc : for the new 
count ri.'*.-» tif Ameiica, (not then 
n coiniized hy Hi.:? nlajcsiy,) had 

c'.imuereo or navigation which 
c«)u!ii inlei'lero with those of tho 
i.'ni;i:d Slates. 

U cannot, however, bc^sup- 
j'uscd, ills not allirmeiT’by J\lr. 
Gallatin, that, by granting* the 
jiiivilcgo, Ihu.s, in clleci, cxclu- 
feividv, to the United States, in 
tho lir.st instance, tircat Britain 
j)rcehulcd herself from extending 
itto*otlu!r nations, whenever tho 
course of event* sliould create a 
favourable occasion for doing so. 
Gvent-i, which intervened between 
IS'22 and 1S25, created such an 
occ.'ision. 

As lililo can It bo supposed, that, 
because (in'at Britain submitted, 
at a moment ofnccc.ssity, to terms 
wliieh, thongli nut unjust, were in- 
convenient to liej", she bound her- 
seff to coiiliiiuo to submit to them 
when ilfat necessity should have 
passed away. 
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Scarcity may justify the de- 
mand for a high price, and mono- 
poly may give the power of exact- 
ing it ; but there is surely no un- 
derstood compact between the 
buyer and the seller, that the for- 
mer shall not endeavour to make 
himself independent of the latter 
by opening the market to general 
competition. 

These obvious and simple con- 
siderations led to the act of Tar- 
liament of 1825. 

Our right cither to open the 
ports of our Colonics, or to keep 
tliem closed, as might suitq oiir 
own convenience ; our right to 
grant the indrlgencc of a trade 
with those Colonics to foreign 
Powers, wholly or partially, un- 
conditionally or conditionally, as 
we might think proper, and if 
conditionally, on what conditions 
we pleased, was clear. AVo were 
not bound by any engagement to 
continue a monopoly of such indul- 
gence to one foreign Power against 
another. \Vc had for three years 
felt thc*liiconvcnicnce of such 
monopoly. AVe naturally sought, 
therefore, in our new measure, 
to avoid the rcciirrcnco of the like 
inconvenience, by making our in- 
dulgence general to all nations ; 
and, in order to kecj) the regulation 
of that indulgeivi:c in our own 
hands, wc granted it by spontane- 
ous legislation, and not by positive 
treaty. 

The queslion is now, therefore, 
no longer what it w'us in 1820 or 
1822, a question between (vVeat 
Britain and the United Htates of 
America ; it is a question be- 
tween Great Britain and all the 
nations of the old and the n6w 
world, to ajl of whom Great Bri- 
tain has tendered access to her 


Colonics, on conditions which 
many of them have practically ac- 
cepted, and tnoro perhaps are 
ready to accept. 

Having thus placed (as he 
hopes) in a cleai light, the general 
princi{dcs of Colonia.! trade, and 
the principles and considerations 
upon wdiich Great Britain has act- 
ed ill respect to her own West 
India Colonics, the undersigned 
now proceeds to consider the de- 
tails of Mr. Gallatin’s note of the 
26th of August. 

It has been already said, that, 
in the year 1822, wc opened, by 
act of Parliament, a trade with 
our West India Colonics to Anreri- 
can ships, under certain limitations 
and conditions. 

The United Stales were at full 
liberty to accept or to dcclino 
those terms. 

In accepting them, the United 
States imposed, at the same time, 
onerous charges and restrictions 
upon all British vessels which 
might trade between the British 
West India (bionics and the Uni- 
ted States. One of these charges 
is an (dim duty both upon the 
ship and upon her cargo. 

After incHuctiial endeavours, on 
our part, to obtain the removal of 
this duly, wc were compelled to 
lay a countervailing duly to tho 
same amount, upon American 
ships in the Colonial ports. 

Mr. Gallatin slates, “ that by 
the imposition of this countor- 
vitiling duty, liritish and Ameii- 
can vessels employed in the inter- 
course between the British Colo- 
nics and the United States, are 
placed ou a fooling of the moat 
perfect eijuidilij.’* And further, 
that there is not, if be is rightly 
informed, a single act of th^ 
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Government of the United States 
which can, in the view taken ( f 
the subject by that of 11 is Majes- 
ty, be considered as not iullillinir 
the condition contemplated by 
the act of Parliament of the 5th 
July, 1S25, as not placing the 
commerce and navigation of 
Great JUitain, and of her posses- 
sions abroad, vpon the jooliivr of 
the most favoured nation^ except- 
ing only the continuance of the 
discriminating tonnage duty of 
ninety-four cents per ton on Bri- 
tish vessels, and of the n<ldition 
often per cent, on the ordinary 
duty charged on goods imported 
in British vessels entering the 
porta of the Cniled States from 
the British Colonies.” 

The arguments drawn by Mr. 
Gallatin from these statements 
are three ; first, that the duty »»n 
the side of the United States, and 
the countervailing duty on the 
side of Great Britain being equal, 
British ships trading between the 
Colonics and the United States 
are as much favoured us Ameri- 
can ships in the same trade : se- 
condly, that, inasmuch as, with the 
exception of the discriminating 
duties in America, Great ilritaiii 
is, in all other respectftj treated as 
the most favoured nation,” 
there is no just cause for the ex- 
ercise, on the part of Great Bri- 
tain, of the power of interdiction 
provided by the act of 1S25 : and 
thirdly, that, having in our hafids 
two remedies for om; and the sanio 
grievance, wc ought at all events 
to have contented oiyselvcs with 
applying either, hut not both, by 
the same order in council. 

To begin with the last of nhosc 
Jthree points, viz. the assumption 
. that ** having in our hands ttpo 


remedies for one. grievance, we 
onjrht to have been contented 
with applying either, but not both, 
by the same order in council.” 

The only measure which is new 
in the order in council, is the in- 
terdiction of the trade between 
the British West India colonics 
and the Unitt'd Slates, after a spo- 
cilied period. 'I'hc duties on Ame- 
rican shippinj, mentioned in that 
order, arc not new. They were 
imposed by an order in council in 
l.S2:i, and have been constantly 
levi<^ since that time. They are 
again mentioned in the present 
order in coiincil, oaly for the di- 
rection of the British custom 
house otficors in the West Indies, 
who, if those duties had not been 
mentioned as still existing, might 
have imagined them to be superse- 
ded. 

The history of those duties is 
simply this. On ,thc first of 
March, 1S2:?, a law was pa?ssed 
by the United ►States, whj^h di- 
rects an alien duty to'*bo levied 
upon British ships and cargoes 
coming from iho British West In- 
dia colonies, “ until proof shall be 
given, to the satisfaction of the 
President of the I'nited States, 
that no other or higher duties of 
tonnage or imjiost, and no other 
chargt;s of any kind arc exacted 
in the British colonial ports, upon 
the vessels of the llnited States, 
and upon any goer/s, wareSj or 
merchandise, therein imported 
from the United Stales, than upon 
British vessels entering the same 
ports, and upon the like goods, 
wares, and merchandise, imported 
in such vessels from elskwiiere.” 

Tlid British Government, at 
first, misapprehended the import 
of the term ^^-from elsewhere,*^ 
• 8 
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conceiving it to apply to foreign 
countries alone, and not to RritLsh 
possessions in North America, 
nor was it till after the interchange 
of several official notes between 
the British Envoy at Washington, 
and the American Secretary of 
State, thitt the British Govern- 
ment was made to comprehend, 
(or rather was brought to belive) 
the full extent of the concession 
required by act of Congress, 
namely, that the produce of the 
United States, when imported from 
the Unietd States into the British 
West India colonics shpuld be 
placed on an equal footing with the 
like produce of the mother coun- 
inj herself and her dependencies. 

When such was at length ascer- 
tained to bo the true construction 
of the American act of C/ongress 
of 1823, those countervailing du- 
ties were imposed on the trade of 
the United States by the British 
Government; which are now 
merely continued till the 1st of 
Dece*hiber* next, in the West In- 
dies, and indefinitely in the ports 
of British North America. 

It is to be observed that, by the 
act of Parliament, of 1822, (3 
Geo. IV. cap. 44.) the British 
Government was enabled to t/i/er- 
dict all inierconxse between the 
United States and the British West 
India colonics, under any such 
circumstances as those which had 
already arisen in the United States. 

The milder measure of a re- 
taliatory duty was preferred, for 
two reasons : First, we were con- 
vinced that a claim so extraordi- 
nary as that put forward by the 
interpretation given to the act \)f 
Congress, of 1823, would mot be 
persevered in after explanation ; 
aad| secondly, we had assurance 


that a full opportunity of that ex- 
planation would arise in the course 
of the negotiation which was their 
about to be opened between the 
two Governments on this, among 
other points, in which their re- 
spective interests were concerned. 

That negotiation took place in 
London, in the spring of 1824. 
On the part of the British Gov- 
ernment an oiler was made to ar- 
range this matter upon terms 
highly favourable to the United 
States, but the American Plenipo- 
tentiary intrenched himself within 
the letter of the American law, 
and declared any pro|)osal inad- 
missible which was not accom- 
panied with the concession re- 
quired by the final interpretation 
of that law. 

Things remaining in this state, 
and the British proposition hav- 
ing been unnoticed for nine months 
before the American Government, 
the act of Parliament of July, 
1825, was passed. 

The American Legislature had 
cognizance of that act from the 
commencement of its last Session. 
It had also cognizance of the spe- 
cific proposals offered by the Bri- 
tish Government in 1824. Far- 
ther, there was brought under its 
consideration, by one of its mem- 
bers, a resolution for repealing the 
discriminating duties. 

The 8ossion, however, ended, 
without the enactment of any law 
fw repealing or relaxing the re- 
strictions of the act of Congress, 
of 1823, and with the rejection, 
after debate, of the resolution for 
the repeal o‘f the discriminating du- 
ties. 

Tq come next to Mr. Gallatin’s 
allegation, that the discriminating 
duties are our only cause of com- 
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plaint ; that in other respectSf 
Great Britain is placed by the 
United Stales on the tbofing of 
the most favoured nnlion, in her in- 
tercourse between her West India 
colonies and the United States. 

Mr. Gallatin, in making this 
averment, appears to overlook 
another enactment contained in 
the same act of Congress, which 
imposed the discriminaling duties ; 
an cnarlmcnt hardly loss injuri- 
ous to the commerce and naviga- 
tion of Great Britain. That 
euactment, in substance, provides, 
that no British ship entering an 
American port from the United 
Kingdom, or from any other Bri- 
tish possession, except directly 
from the West India colonics, 
shall be allowed to clour from 
any port of the United States for 
any of those colonics. 

If it is intended to bo main- 
tained that, because the British 
act of 18*22 permits only a direct 
trade between our colonies and 
tho United States in American 
ships, the prohibition of a trade 
through the United States between 
the mother country and her colo- 
nies is, therefore, fair reciprocity, 
that position resolves itself in ef- 
fect into tho first of the three ar- 
guments into which Mr. Gallatin’s 
statement has been divided, and 
may be comprehended in the same 
answer. It furnishes a striking 
illustration of the general miscon- 
ception which has already beVn 
noticed as pervading ]Mr. Galla- 
tin’s note, in respect to the charac- 
ter of colonial trade. , 

To allow a foreign ship to enter 
colonial ports at all, and upon any 
terms, is a 6oon ; to withhold from 
a ship of a country having colo- 


nics, trading from the mother 
country to a foreign State, under 
a regular treaty between the two 
countries, the right of clearing for 
another port belonging to that 
mother country in another part of 
the world, is an injury. 

That right has been, denied to 
Great Britain by the United 
Stales ; not perha]>s in contradic- 
tion to the letter, hot undoubtedly 
in deviation from the spirit of the 
treaty of 1815. It is a right 
which existed, and was enjoyed 
befoi»e the treaty of 1815 was 
framed ;• at a period, tliat is, when 
no claim to any kadc with our 
colonics liad been even whispered 
by tho United States ; and it could 
not, therefore be, by any just rea- 
soning, connected with that trade, 
or made dependent upon it. It is 
a right which friendly nations, traf- 
ficking with one another, are so 
much in the habit of allowing to 
each other, that it is exercised as 
matter of course, unless specifi- 
cally witliholden. Ttie colonial 
trade, on the contrary, by the 
practice of all nations having 
colonies, is a trudo interdicted, as 
a matter of course, unless specifi- 
cally granted. 

It must not be forgotten that 
this enactment, founded professed- 
ly on tlic limitations of the British 
act of I’arliamcnt of 1822, is con- 
tinued fourteen months after the 
passing of the British act of 1825, 
by wliicli the limitations of 1822 
w'ore done away. Since which 5th 
of January, 182G, an American 
sliip trading to a British West In- 
dia colony, mi^ clear out from 
tKence to any part of the world, 
tlie Ilitited Kingdom.nnd its de- 
pendencies alone excepted. But, 
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the British ship in the American 
port still remains subject to all the 
restrictions of the American law 
of 1823, prohihitin" a trade 
through the United States, be- 
tween the mother country and her 
West India colonics. 

Mr. Gallatin, in liis note of the 
26th of August, states : that “ it 
is well known that the delay in 
renewing the negotiation upon the 
subject of the colonial intercourse, 
on principles of mutual accornmo- 
datiun, is due to causes not under 
the control of the United S*ates, 
principally to Ihc slate of the health 
of Mr. kin^ 

Upon this point the undersigned 
has only to observe, that no inti- 
mation that JMr. King had received 
instructions which would have en- 
abled him to resurne the negotia- 
tion, was ever before cotnintini- 
cated to the British Governmout. 
On the contrary, the only com- 
munication at all relating to this 
matter which has over reached him 
in any authentic shape, was in a 
despatch from Mr. Vaughan, da- 
ted ti;c 22d of March last, wherein 
that Minister states : that “ Mr. 

Clay had informed him that he 
“ should not be able lo furnish Mr. 
“ King with his instructions be- 

fore the end i f the month of 
** Maijj to enable him to reconi- 
“ mence the negotiation.” 

But, whatever may be the date 
or tenor of tho instructions under 
which Mr. Gallatin acts, ho, will 
have collected from this note that, 
aBcr all that has passed upon the 
subject of colonial intercourse, 
and especially after tho advised 
omission by the Government and 
Legislature of the United States 
to meet, (as other nations have 
done,) tho simple and direct pro- 
visions of tho act of 1825, the Bri- 


tish Government cannot consent 
to enter into any renewed negotia- 
tion upon the intercourse between' 
the United States and the British 
colonics, so long as the pretension 
recorded in the act ‘of 1823, and 
there applied to British colonies 
alone, remains part of the law of 
the United States. 

But the British Government 
further owes to the spirit of 
frankness which it wishes to culti- 
vate in all its relations with the 
United States, to declare, that, af- 
ter having been compelled to ap- 
ply to any country the interdict 
prescribed by the act of IS25, 
tho British G«)vcrnmont cannot 
hold ilsclf boiiiul to remove tho 
interdict, as a matter of course, 
whenever it may happen to suit 
the convenience of the foreign 
(rovernnuMU to reconsider the 
measures by which the application 
of that interdict was occasioned. 

Jt is not made matter of com- 
plaint by the British Government, 
that the United States have de- 
clined coiiditions, which other na- 
tions have thought worthy of their 
acce])tnnco. 

It is, on the other hand, not 
the fault of the British Govern- 
ment if the United States have 
sulfercd the time to puss by, at 
which it might have been an ob- 
ject of greater importance to this 
country to induce the United 
States to come into their pro- 
phsals. 

The United States exercised 
upon this point a free judgment ; 
and they can, on their part, have 
no reason to complain that Great 
Britain, after allowing ample time 
for maturing that judgment, is 
contended to abide the result of 
their decision. 
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The undersigned requests Mr. 
Gallatin to accept the assurances 
of his high consideration. 

Georfre Canning, 

Foreign 0/jftce, SepL 11, 1826. 

P. S. Tlve undersigned, on 
reading ove • the preceding obser- 
vations, tinds that he has omitted 
to notice one or two subordinate 
points touched upon in Mr. Galla- 
tin’s note of the 26th of August. 

The first relates to the trade 
between the United States and the 
British possessions in the East In- 
dies ; the second, to the intei conrse 
by inland navigation between the 
United States and the British pos- 
sessions in North America. 

With regard to the ibriner it is 
only necessary to state tliat the 
trade with the East Indies re- 
mains upon the Tooting on which 
it was established by the Conven- 
tions of 1815 and ISIS, with 
which Conventions it is expressly 
stated in the order in council, that 
the provisions of that order are nut 
intended in any way to interfere. 

In respect to the second point, 
relative to the intercourse by in- 
land navigation between the Uni- 
ted States and the British N ortii 
American provinces, the under- 
signed begs to inform Mr. (billa- 
tin, that that intercourse, so fur as 
relates to the Canadas, is regula- 
ted by the act of Parliament of 
1825, by which the same duties 
are expressly imposed on the ves- 
sels and boats of the United States, 
importing any goods into either of 
those provinces, as arc, or may be 
for the time being, payable in the 
United States of America, on Bri- 
tish vessels, or boats entering the 
harbours of the State from \ttlicncc 
.such goods shall have been im- 
ported.. 


The discriminating duties, be- 
sides, only apply to trade by Sea : 
— and if, in any instance, they 
have been levied upon American 
goods brought 'into Ills Majesty’s 
possessions by inland navigation, 
or on the boats and vessels em- 
ployed in that navigation, there 
will he no difliculty in directing 
the amount so levied to be repaid, 
unless it should appear that the 
like duties had been levied in the 
American ports, u|)on the inland 
navigation and trade of the British 
I’rojiriccs. G. C. 

MR. t:\LLATIN TO, MR. CANNING. 

The undersigned, Envoy Ex- 
traordinary and Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary of the United Slates of 
Ameika, has the honour to ac- 
knowledge f lie receipt of the note 
of the 11th instant, addressed to 
him by Mr. Canning, Ilis Majes- 
ty’s principal Secretary of State 
fur Foreign Aflair.s,*iii answer to 
that of the undersigned of the 
26th ultimo, on the siittjedf of iho 
Order in Council of the J^Tth of 
July. 

The undersigned apprehends 
that the object of his note of the 
26th ultimo, may not have been 
altogether understood. It was not 
his intention t'i make on that oc- 
casion a full exposition, much less 
to argue in siqiport of either his 
ow n opinions or those of his Gov- 
ernment, upon the whole matter 
to which the Order in Council re- 
lafcs. 

ilis opinion of the character of 
the Colonial trade did not enter in- 
to the view he, was taking of the 
subject. He is not aware to have 
expressed that of his,Goveriiiiient 
upon any other point than that of 
the preference it gave to an ar- 
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rangeraent by treaty, to regulations 
respectively enacted by eacli.Coun- 
try. 

The arguments ascribed to him 
seem to be rather’ iiilbrcnces to 
which he might not have objected, 
did he not ieel bound to disclaim 
any intentipn on his part to have 
suggested what the British (jovcrii- 
ment ought to have done; an ex- 
pression applicable only to the case 
of an alleged violation of a posi- 
tive or implied obligation. 

The object of the note of the 
undersigned was simply what It 
purported to be : to express his 
regret that, under existing circum- 
stances, the Order in Council 
should have bei.'ii issued : and to 
avow his inability to discover its 
motive. This has now been frank- 
ly and distinctly explained by Air. 
Canning. And the principal er- 
ror which pervades the note of tlie 
undersigned, is, that he had sup- 
posed that tho intercourse between 
the United States and the Colonies 
of Gre^’t Britain was still consider- 
ed as beneficial to her; that he 
was wholly unaware that the inter- 
dict on that intercourse in Ameri- 
can vessels was founded in con- 
siderations of a general nature, 
and connected with an intention 
not to renew, at least for the pre- 
sent, the negotiations on this sub- 
ject. 

It is true, that the undersigned 
had overlooked the fact, that, since 
the 5th of January, 182(), the in- 
direct intercourse was allowed, in 
American, and forbidden in Bri- 
tish vessels; and, to that extent, 
his assertion of a perfect equality 
existing between tlvi vesiels of both 
nations was erroneous: though, 
in reality, the want of equality in 
that respect may have been com- 
pensated by other restrictions and 


charges imposed on American ves- 
sels. 

The undersigned has it not in 
his power to assign tin* reasons 
why the provisions of the act of 
Congress, of 1 rvlaling to that 
indirect intercourse, have been 
continued in force, after the cor- 
responding restiiciloiis of (ireat 
Britain had hem removed, so fur 
as related to foreign countries. It 
is not improbable that the atten- 
tion of the (Government of the 
United Stales having been princi- 
pally turned to the general ques- 
tion, whether it was not most eligi- 
ble that the trade sliould be regu- 
lated by treaty, or by tlie respec- 
tive laws of the two counlries, the 
fact that this particular restriction 
liad been thus revoked by the act 
of Parliament of 1825, may have 
escaped its notice. 

The conimimicution made in 
tho latter part of Mr. Canning’s 
note of the intentions of the Bri- 
tish (Government, would not seem, 
considered done, to impose any 
other duty on the undersigned than 
to.transinit it to his own. But it 
is accompanied by various obser- 
vations, one of which at least has 
almost the appearance of a charge 
against tho Government of the 
TJnited Slates, and it may not be 
improper for the undersigned to 
avail himself of the opportunity 
thus alTordeil, once more to state 
the view of the whole subject, 
which is entertained hy the United 
States. 

Great Britain asserts as clear, and 
undoubted, the right to give to the 
United Stati's, or to withhold from 
them, the privilege of trading with 
her West India colonies, to reserve 
to herself that trade, and generally 
to open the ports of those colonies 
to foreign Powers^ or to keep them 
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closed, as may suit her own con- 
venience, wholly or partially, un- 
conditionally or conditionally, and 
if conditionally, on what condi- 
tions she pleases. 

As an abstract and general pro- 
position, the right is not deniiul ; 
but considered pundy as a matter 
of right, this, which is an attribute 
of Sovereignty, applies to all other 
territories as well as to colonies. 

Every nation has the abstract 
right generally, and not in refer- 
ence to her colonies alone, to close 
or to open her ports to foreign 
vessels or inercliandise, and to 
grant the indulgence wliolly or 
partiall}', con(liti«iji:dIy or unc(»ii- 
dilioiiully. This right lias been, 
and continues to he, exercised occa- 
sionally by every nation, in the 
shape of navigation, ]irohihitory, 
and restrictive laws, operating 
equally on (iill'ercnt nations. 

The real distinction between 
the trade of foreigners with colo- 
nies, and that with other territo- 
ries, seems to consist not in a 
greater or less complete right, but in 
a difl'erence in the usage and prac- 
tice. ft lias long since lieen found 
that, if commerce with foreign na- 
tions was advantageous, it was 
necessary, in order to enjoy it, to 
suffer them to participate in it. 

"I hat an exclusive monoply of 
the colonial trade as not the best 
mode of preserving colonies, or 
of promoting their prosperity, is a 
' recent discovery. Ihit, since the 
. late final separation of the greater 
part of the continent of America 
from the motiicr countries, and 
now that more cnligh|^ened views 
prevail, as respects the re- 
maining colonies, the former pe- 
culiar character of the colonial 
trade is almost lost. The abstract 
right being the same, and the an- 


cient system of colonial policy 
having been nearly abandoned, it 
is difficult to perceive any strik- 
ing difference between the trade 
with colonies sind that with the 
mother country. 

These are general observations, 
drawn from the undersigned by 
the repealed rcfferences to an ab- 
stract right, which is not question- 
ed, and by the effort to consider 
still the commerce with colonics 
as essentially differing from every 
other. Ihit the intercourse be- 
teveen the United States and the 
Briifsb West Indies, has in fact al- 
ways been considered by both 
partii'S as of a peculiar character, 
which distinguished it from every 
other species of colonial trade; 
and the declarations of the United 
States to pnrticijiate in that curn- 
merce, are of a much earlier date 
than Mr. Canning seems to have 
been aware of. 

As early as the year 1783, the 
Oovernnient of Great Britain* de- 
viating li oni that principle ^f the 
colonial system, according to 
which her colonies were prahibit- 
ed from trading directly with any 
other country, allowed her West 
India ct)lunies to trade directly 
with the United States of America, 
in British vessels. This permis- 
sion had been <• continued almost 
without any interruption till the 
y‘w when a more extensive 

change in the colonial policy su- 
perseded that partial measure. 
And during the European War, 
Great Britain found it convenient 
[nolj occasionally, hut repeatedly, 
to open her West India ports to 
American vessgls; at the same 
tifne that she was asserting the 
princijUe uniformly d‘inied by the 
Ibiiterl States, that a neutral was 
not authorized by the laws of na- 
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liens, to carry on in time of war 
a trade with a colony, in which 
he was not permitted to partici* 
pate in time of peace. 

Had Great Britain, adhering to 
her colonial system, interdicted 
the intercourse altogether, and al- 
ways, in |rar as in peace, in Bri- 
tish as well as in American vessels, 
no claim on that subject would or 
could have been advanced by the 
United States. But that trade hav- 
ing been nUowed by Great Britain, 
it may be said, from tlie beginning, 
and at all tiinen, became ilierel^' 
so far assimilated to her 

European doimnions, that the Uni- 
ted States did think that they had 
the same claim to a participation 
in both. The serious diiliculties 
in which lliey were involved more 
than once, by the prtteiuions of 
Great Britain, to adhere to what 
has been called the rule of the 
seven years war, rendered it also 
questionable whether it might not 
be better policy to reject, in time 
ofw&T, a. trade which was not al- 
lowed in time of peace, or to claim, 
in time of peace, that which was 
allowed in time of war. 

The United States always did 
believe that the compensation fur 
what Great Britain considers as a 
concession, as a boon, was found 
in the advantages resulting to her 
from the trade itself. And it must 
not be forgotten, that she, as well 
as all other nations, participates 
gratuitously in the trade of coun- 
tries, which, as colonies, were, till 
lately closed to foreigners, whicii 
had they fallen into her hands, 
would have still been considered 
as such, and which, by their in- 
corporation with the United IStates, 
have been- thrown open' to the 
world. Indeed, bad J^ouisiana 
belonged to any other country, and 
been its only colony, the admis- 


sion therein of British vessels and 
commerce as contemplated by the 
Act of Parliament of 1 825, would 
alone have been sulTicient to ex- 
tend to such country the privi.eges 
oilered on certain aonditiuns by 
that Act. 

Taking all the facts and cir- 
cumstances which have been stated 
into consideration, the Tfnited 
States have been of opinion that 
they might, without violating the 
regard due to the usages and opini- 
ons of others, claim to treat on 
that subject as on that of any other 
commercial intercourse, and on 
the basis of ecjual and reciprocal 
conditions. 

The claim lias accordingly been 
brought forward, and considered 
by both parties as a lit subject for 
negotiation, from the time when 
any of a commercial nature first 
commenced between the two coun- 
tries. 

An article on that subject made 
part of the treaty of 17114, but was 
found so inadequate, ami was ac- 
companied by such restrictions 
and conditions, as to induce the 

United States to reject it at the 
risk of losing the whole treaty. 

The sixth article of the unrati- 
fied treaty of 1806, stated that 
“ the high contracting parlies, not 
haring hem able to arrange at 
present f by treaty^ any commer- 
cial intercourse between the terri- 
tories of the United Stales and His 
Majesty’s Islands and ports in the 
West Indies, agree that, until that 
subject shall be regulated in a 
satisfactory manner, each of the 
parties sl%all remain in the com- 
plete possession of its rights in 
respect to such an intercourse.” 
A similar reservation of rights 
made part of the Convention of 
1815, renewed and prolonged in 
1818. 
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In llie negotiation of 18 iS, and 
in every subsequent one relating 
to the colonial intercourse, the de- 
termination of the United States, 
to conclude no arrangement un- 
. less founded on a fair reciprocity) 
has been distisclly avowed The 
undersigned had always under- 
stood, that however ditTering as to 
the extent of the intercourse and 
other important points, that basis 
had not been objected to on the 
part of Great Ih iiain. 

Every article indeed proposed 
then or since by her, has tiie ap- 
pearance itf that clinracter : and 
the preamble of the ct»unter-pro- 
jet oflered on the 4tli of June, 
1824, by the British rienipoten- 
liaries, states, that “His Britan- 
nic Majesty and tlie United Siat<*s 
, of America, being desirous to re- 
gulate, by mutual airreenient and 
on principles uf just rcnprocilt/f 
the trade now open under their 
respective laws, between the Uni- 
ted States and the British coKmies 
in North America, and the West 
Indies, have,” &c. 

The third proposed article again 
declares it to be “ the desire and 
intention of the high contracting 
parties to place the trade in ques- 
tion on a footing of just recipro- 
city.” 

it is believed that the ditlicul- 
tics which have prevented an ar- 
•rangement satisfactory t(» both 
parties, have been wholly uncon- 
nected with questions of abstract 
right ; that they may, especially a^ 
first, have arisen in part from a 
reluctance, on the part of Great 
Britain, to depart too widely from 
her colonial policy ; thsw, so far 
from being due to any objection 
to the pfrinciple of reciprocity, they 
iiad lately originated princip^ly 
in « mutual apprehension that the 


proposals of ihe olher partj wwe 
a departure from that principle. 
The failure of an attempt to make 
an amicable arrangement, left each 
party to pursue its own course. 
And the natural consequence has 
been, that the measures adopted 
by either may not have been al- 
ways satisfiictor} to the cuher ; that 
occasionally they may have been 
carried beyond what the occasion 
required. A discussion of all that 
has been done in that respect on 
both sides, would at present be 
unprofitable. 'J’he undersigned 
wtll confine his observations to 
those enactments which appear to 
have been most obni^xious to Great 
Britain, and are to be found in the 
Act of Congress of 1323. 

'riic fust is the provision of that 
act; whereby disci iminating duties 
on British vessels and merchan- 
dise, coming from the British Colo* 
nies, were not to cease, until it was 
.tsct rlained tliat no higher duties 
\’ere levied in the said Colonies, 
on American vessels and merchan- 
dise, than upon British ve«sel»fand 
like merchandise impoited from 
elsewhere, that is to say, from 
Other British territorips, as well as 
from other countries. That pro- 
vision might appear unusual and 
objectionable, but might have been 
expected. 

The principle whs implied in the 
article proposed by the American 
Plenipolenliaries in lSlS,at w'hich 
time the object was explicitly stat- 
ed and discussed : and it was dis- 
tinct)^' expressed in another article 
proposed by the United States, 
as supplementary to the Conven- 
tion of 1818, and delivered on the 
13th June, l819,*to Lord Castle- 
reagh by Mr. Rush. 

Prior to the time when protecting 
duties were laid upon American 
9 
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produce, imported into the British 
West Indies, the Unit(?d States 
had made proposals, intended 
either to prevent that continoency, 
or to reserve the ri^lit eomiter- 
vailing: the protecting by discrimi- 
nating duties. Alter the protect- 
ing duties had been actually laid 
by the act of Parliament of 1822, 
they did, on the same ground, 
continue those alien duties, which, 
on account of ihe other provisions 
of that act, would otherwise have 
bcon revoked. 

That claim, on llieir part, was 
at all times considered as iiiadihis- 
sible by the British Government. 
It was alw|[iys said that every 
country iiad a right to protect its 
own produce, ti)at (ireat Britain 
would protect that of her Colonies, 
that the demand of America was 
no more founded in reason or 
usage, than if the British (vovern- 
menl should ask that the sugar of 
her (’olouies should he placed by 
the United Slates, as respected du- 
ties, nil the same footing as that of 
]jOT;isi;Kia. 

'I’o this it was answered, that the 
perferal principle advanced hy 
(ireat Britain was unr|ui stionahle ; 
hut that, so long as she regulated 
the (inlonial trade on principles 
diflerent from those which she ap- 
plied to the commerce with her 
European teifitories, so long as 
she did not treat them as integral 
parts, hut as dep^ndeiieies of her 
empire, the United States must 
necessarily consider them, in a 
rnmmercial point of view, vs dis- 
tinct countries. 

Mr. Canning has deemed it ne- 
cessary to say, that it cannot he 
guppitsod that •'(ireat Britain had 
precluded lier.self from extending 
to other ■ nations^ the privilege of 


trading with the British West In- 
dies, in the first instance granted 
in effect exclusively to the L'nited 
Stales : a supposition which cer- 
tainly never was inadi‘. And he has 
added, that the question was now. 
no longer, as in «1S2() or 1822, 
between the United Slates and 
(ireat Britain, hut between her and 
all the nations of the old and new 
world, In all of whom she had ten- 
dered access to her colonies. Whe- 
ther this last nruisnre slionhl pro- 
duce any rli inge in the policy of 
Great Britain towards llie United 
States, is of com se a epu'stion for 
her to deride. As respects them, 
SO far from thinking thcmsi'lves 
affected hy the opening of ihe Bri- 
tish Colonies to other foreign na- 
tions, so far from considering this 
as interfering with their commerce, 
or, in any way, as a subject of 
aj>preliension, they have hailed 
that measure as an important step 
towartls that entire freedom of 
trade, wliicli it is their interest 
and tlieir avowed wish should be- 
come universal. And considering 
that the British Colonies had been 
*lhus in a commercial point of view 
n»*arly a.'^similaled to the mother 
country, and might no longer he 
vii'wc!d as distinct countries, it be- 
came one of the principal motives 
for autliori/.ing the undersigned to 
desist from the ''round heretofore 
assumed, on the subject of the 
protecting duties laid hy Great 
Britain ou the produce of the Uni- 
ted States, imported into her Co- 
lonies, and then’hy to remove th»i 
principal ohstarle which had, till 
then, pn*venlefl an amicable ar- 
rangemiuit on the subject of the 
Colonial trade. It is hardly ne- 
cessary to add, that the instruc- 
tiftns which gave that authority, 
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were drawn at a time when there 
was not the least expectation, on 
the part of the Government of the 
United States, that it was intended 
by that of His Majesty’s to inter- 
dict the intercourse, and to decline 
tlie renewal of iaegoiiations on that 
point. 

The other enactment of the act 
of Congress of lS2;i, on which 
Mr. Canning' has especially ani- 
madverted, is that which forbids 
any British vessel, unless having 
come directly from the British 
West India Colonies, to clear from 
a port of the United Stales, to any 
of those Colonies. It is saifi that 
this riff/it has been dmkd to Great 
Britain by ilitj L/iiitecl dilutes, nut 

perhaps in contradiction to the let- 
ter, but undoubtedly in deviation 
from the spirit of the treaty of 
18 IT). Such serious charge the 
undersigned is bound to repel. 

The uigument adduc(;d in sup- 
port of that assertion, rests on the 
gratuitous supposition that the pri- 
vilege which, before the Conven- 
tion of i 810, British vessels com- 
ing from other ports than the Bri- 
tish West India Colonies, cnjtty- 
ed,to clear from a port of the I'ni- 
ted States to those Colonies, was 
a rifflit instead of a permission, 
which indeed was not erunted to 
them especially, but wbicli they 
had in coinnioii with all other 
vessels, from whatever p»u't they 
might have come. The United 
States had the undoubted right to 
grant or to withhold that permis; 
«i4»n, and in that, as in every other 
case where the right was not re. 
stricted by treaty, to regulate the 
intercourse in for(?ign ^^;ssels be- 
tween their own and foreign ter- 
ritories, of every description, as 
'suited their convenience, jtiul 
this general right, which existed 


before the Convention of 1815j 
was by that compact preserved 
expressly and wiiliout exception 
as respected the intercourse be- 
tween the Uiiiletl Slates and the 
British West Indies. 

The indirect inteiroiirse alluded 
to is so intimately connected with 
the trade in general, that a reser- 
vation, whereby tlie United Slates, 
whilst allowed to forbid the direct 
intercourse, w'onid have been 
bound to permil it to be carried on 
indirectly in British vessels, would 
have been useless and nugatory. 
Since ^British, having in this re- 
spect a decided advantage over 
American vessels, (;« account of 
till' circuitous voyages whicli they 

may make from England to the 
United States, and thence to the 
\V< st India Colonies, it was pre- 
cisely (be branch of the trade a- 
gaiiist which it was most impor- 
tant for the United States to pre- 
serve the right. 

That right was actually on- 
forced nmler the American navi- 
gation uct of 18L8, without 6eing 
objected to, or being made a, bar 
to negotiations. When the gene- 
ral restrictions of this act were re- 
pealeil by the act of 1823, this 
p.irlicular provision was in sub- 
stance retained ; and the under- 
signed understand;^ that His Ma- 
jesty’s Minister at Washington ob- 
jecleil to it, not as being a devia- 
tion from the Convention, but he- 
causi* he erroneously believed that 
it had not its counterpart in the 
acts 1)f Pailiantent then in force. 
In 1824 that provision appears to 
have been adverted to by ihe Bri- 
tish Plenipotentiaries, oidy for the 
purpose of remarking that it con- 
fined Biytisli vessels to a direct 
trade in the same maiin& as Ame- 
rican vessels were restricted by 
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the act of Parliament, and even 
to a greater degree. 

It may be here observed, that 
neither this, nor any other provi- 
sion of tlie act of Congress of 
1S23, would at this time have in- 
terposed any obstacle to the fa- 
vourable issue of a negotiation 
upon the •intercourse between the 
United States and the Hritish Colo- 
nies. But, as respects the prelimi- 
nary condition, without which the 
British GoverniiitMit cannot con- 
sent to enter into any renewed ne- 
gotiation on that subject, the un- 
dersigned is at a loss how to con- 
strue it. It cannot ser'onsly be 
expected by Jiis Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment that the United States, 
even if it had not been mentioned 
as a preliminary condition, should 
repeal their restrictions on British 
vessels, when not only the inter- 
course is ultogetlnn* prohibited in 
American sitipping, but when they 
are with frankness informed that 
a "einoval of that interdict will 
not, as a matter of course, follow 
sucffYepcal on their part. What 
renders that allusion to a repeal of 
the enactments of the act of 1 823, 
still less intelligible, it perhaps 
only alTords an additional proof 
that both Governments may occa- 
sionally overlook some of the pro- 
visions contained in the laws of 
the other, is, that it is provided by 
the sixth section of that act, that 
it shall cease to operate if at any- 
time the intercourse in American 
vessels should be prohibited by a 
British Order in Council, or set of 
Parliament, and that, in such case, 
the acts of Congress of 1818 and 
1820 shall revive and be in full 
force. That contingency has ac- 
tually taken place. As a ntitural 
consequeiTce of the Order in 
Council, the act of 1823 ceases 


to be the law of the United States, 
after the 1st of Uecfinber next.* 
And the act which Mr. (^tnning' 
allows to have been justified, will 
again revive. 

The intercourse, direct and in- 
direct, will then be prohibited by 
the laws of both countries. Where 
there is no coniinerce, there can 
be no discriminating or other du- 
ties. Tlie two countries will 
airain bo placed, as res|)ecls that 
intercourse, in the same situation 
in which th».‘y were before the act 
of Parliament of IS22, and that 
of Congress of 1823. 

If there is any dill’erence, it will 
consist in this : the right of Great 
Britain both to decline to negoti- 
ate, and to continue her interdict 
of tlie intercourse, even if the 
L'nilod Slates should accede to the 
conditions of the act of Parlia- 
m«'nl of 1825, is incontestible. 
'I’he undersigned begs leave, how- 
ever, to suggest, that an act exclu- 
ding the United States from a trade 
open to the rest of the world, is, 
as a permanent measure, of a dif- 
ferent character from a general ex- 
clusion of idl foreign nations. 

The undersigned requests Mr. 
Canning to accept the assurance 
of his high Consideration. 

Ai.iibrt Gallatin. 
September 22, 1826. 

TO ALBKRT GALLATIN, 

Envoy Extraordinary and Minis- 
ter PienipotenHary of the Uni- 
ted States, London. 

Department of State, 

lyashhigton, ilth Nov. 1826. 
Sir: Agreeably to the intima- 
tion given in my letter, under 
date the 3 1st ultimo, I proceed to 
communicate to you the view 
which has been taken here of the 
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official note of His Britannic Ma- 
jesty’s principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affiiirs, ad- 
dressed to you on the 11th of Sep- 
tember last. 

If the British Government had 
contented itself witii simply an- 
nouncing in that note, its deter- 
mination no longer to treat with 
that of the United* Slates, on the 
intercourse with the British colo- 
nies, however unexpected by «is 
such a determination would have 
bien, we might have felt ourselves 
bound silently to accpiiesce in the 
declared pleasure of llis Britannic 
Majesty’s Government. 'i'wo 
parties, at least, are necessary to 
the conduct of any neji iii.iiion, 
and if one absolutely declines 
treating, the other, of nee. .-siiy, 
must abide by his decision, lint 
the British (iovernnu'iit, not satis- 
fied with merely communicating 
the fact of its resolution, no longer 
to negotiate with the United 
States, for an arrangement of the 
colonial trade, which might recon- 
cile the interest and wishes of both 
parties, brings forward new prin- 
ciples, to some of which we can- 
not subscribe, and seeks to cast 
upon us the blame of the want of 
success which has attended past 
endeavours to ellcct that object, 
which we cannot admit. The 
frankness w'liich has ever cliarac- 
. terized all our correspondence 
with the British Government, re- 
quires that our objections to those 
principles, and our dissent from 
^uch an imputation should be re- 
spectfully stated. In doing this, I 
will begin with a brief statement 
of certain general pnopositions, 
which are supposed to be incon- 
testible. 

It is the undoubted right of 
every nation to prohibit or allow 


foreign commerce with all, or 
any part, of its dominions, 
wherever situated, and whatever 
may be their denominations, pa- 
rental or colonial, or the modes of 
Government in their respective 
parts. It may prescribe for itself 
the conditions on which the for- 
eign trade is tolerated ; ‘but these 
conditions are not obligatory upon 
other nations, unless they, in 
some form, assent to them. All 
such conditions, in respect to for- 
eign Powers, are in the nature of 
proposals wliich t!u*y arc as free 
i<i arjcept or decline, as the other 
party wus to Knuler them. If a 
nation has rolonics»it may unques- 
tionably rcscrv^^ to itself, exclu- 
sively, the right of trading with 
them. 

Bui, It cannot be adtnitted that, 
ill reu^ard to foreign Powers, 
there is any thing in the nature 
and condition of colonies, or in 
the relation which t^ubsists be- 
tween them and the country to 
which they belong, which (Jistin- 
guishes the power of regulating 
their commerce from that which 
is excrcis'Ml over the parent coun- 
try. That parent country may 
have its motives of jealousy or 
policy for a rigorous exclusion of 
all intercourse between its colo- 
nics and foreigners. But the mo- 
ment it chooses to relax and open 
its colonial ports to a foreign trade, 
whether the relaxation is moved 
by a temporary or permanent in- 
terq^t, or necessity, the right is 
acipiired by foreign States to ex- 
amine and judge for themselves 
the conditions on which they aro 
proposed to be <idinitted, and to 
reject or accept them accordingly. 
This right, of foreign* nations is 
conceded, in the official note 
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which 1 nm considering, wlicn tho 
colonial power is urged, by the 
pressure of iintnefliato wants, to 
throw open, for a time, its colonial 
ports, but is denied when it choo- 
ses to open them permanently. 
The right, in both instaricos, rests 
upon the same grounds, and that 
is, that, in' all commercial ex- 
changes, national or individual, 
tho parties to thorn are equal, and 
have the same independent power 
of judging each for himself; and 
there is much more reason, on ac- 
count of the greater duration of 
the interest, that the right in qres- 
tion should he exercised irra per- 
manent than a tiinporary trade. 

All commerce is founded upon 
mutual coiivenicuce and advan- 
tage. And this principle is equal- 
ly applicable to a conmierco with 
colonial possessions, and with tho 
country to which they belong, or 
to any oilier country. In trading 
with any colonies, wo have no 
more imagined that a privilege had 
been gratuitously conceded to us, 
than that wc had made such a 
concession to the colonial power, 
in allowing its colonics to trade 
with tlic United States. It can- 
not, therefore, be admitted, that 
any other compensation is due 
from the United States to Great 
Britain for the pcr.iiission to trade 
with her colonies, than that which 
springs from the mutual exchanges 

which are the object of that and of 
all commerce. If the prosecution 
of any given trade he found u|)on 
experiment unprolitabic to cither 
party, that party will no longer 
pursue it ; and we may sal'ely con- 
fide in tho discernment of indivi- 
duals to repress or stimulate ad- 
venture according to the loss or 
gain, which may be incident to it. 


Tho British Government, fully 
sensible of this salutary law, was' ' 
supposed, ill the recent lilx ral 
commercial policy wliieh it pro- 
fessed to h've intended, hy the 
example of her liomagc, to have 
ineuleatcd its observuv^ce upon all 
nations. 

Tho idea, that the admission 
into Colonial ports of foreign ves- 
sels is a boon granted by the pa- 
rent country, that is, a benefaction 
without C(|iiivalerit, is ns new as 
it is extraordinary. In that inter- 
course which has been allowed by 
the British (rovemment between 
its Coluniosand the United States, 
never fully opened, sometimes 
entirely closed, and when rehiet- 
anlly admitted, fettered hy nume- 
rous restrictions, we recognize 
any thing but a boon. The lead- 
ing motive which appears to have 
actuated the British (lovcriiment, 
in respect to the cxcliaiigo of 
Ariicricaii and Colonial produce, 
has b(!cn to sell here, what could 
ho sold, if sold at all, no where 
else so profitably, and to buy of us 
exactly so much ns she could ob- 
tain no where else, at least .so pro- 
liiuhly. 

On our side, whenever tho trade 
has been open, there have been 
no rcstiietioiis, as to the objects 
of exportation from tlic United 
States to the Brilisli ('olonles. An 
enumeration hero of the numerous 
prohibitions and restrictions on the 
British side, upon articlos both of 
Colonial and American produce,, 
would extend this paper to a most 
uiircasonahlo length. And with 
respect to t(ie transportation of the 
.subjects of this limited trade, the 
aim of tho British Government 
has been, by all its regulations, to 
engross a disproportionate share# 
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Tins intention was clearly de- 
veloped in the treaty of 1704, ami 
has been adborrd to, willi Ffeady 
perseverance, durin" the thirty- 
two intervening years. Such an 
intercourse deseiNCS to he char- 
acIcMT/.cd iiP aiiy other way than 
that of ii British boon to the Uni- 
ted States. 

It cannot he admit led, that the 
fact, that the United States have 
no cohmies, varies the piinciph-s 
applicahle to an intorconrse with 
tlie British (hdonies. In the con- 
sideration of the conditions on 
tvhicli It I'oreian trade sliall be fol- 
rrafed, it. i.-s of no con''e(|uence 
what name, or wliat govj'riunent, 
a Slat«; may clioose to hcst<i\v on 
tluj s«j\<‘ral paits of its dominions. 
•Some tif the ten itca it’.s of the I ini- 
led •States are governed hy pecu- 
liar local forms, nllogctInM' dif- 
ferent from those of tlie J^tates of 
the Confederacy, hnl we have 
never contended tliat (his anoma- 
ly ought to aflecl the regnlalion of 
our commercial iiitcrcnuive with 
foreign J*i*wers. A country hav- 
inir no colonies, may he so situa- 
t(‘d as to aflord the same kind of 
prodtictions, as both another coun- 
try and its colonics. And there 
may he a greater dillerence in the 
nature and value of the prodne- 
lioiis of tlie Iwi) diflerent countries, 
neither <d' which have etdonios, 
than exists hefween those of a 
country and its colonics, and an- 
nther which has no colonies. Jt 
^.anight as well he argued that the 
fact of twenty-four Stales c ompos- 
ing this Union, entitles it to de- 
mand concessions iVom all other 
.Powers whose territory is not di- 
vi(h d into an equal inimher of 
' similar parts, or that the United 
Kingdom, being constituted hy 


the Union of the three kingdoms, 
would be justified in demanding, 
upon that ground, from any I*ower, 
composed only of a single king- 
dom, more than it granted. In 
all rommorcial intercourse be- 
tween diflerent Powers, the ques- 
lifjn resolves itself into one of pro- 
fit and loss. If it he die iiite.vesl 
of the parties, that the trade should 
he alloweil, it is altogether im- 
material how tho.'-e territories arc 
governi'd nr divided ; both have 
an equal right to judge of tlie con- 
ditions of the intercourse. It 
woitld he most strange if llic fact 
of a foreign .State (Swerlcn for 
cxanqile) possi^ssmg a Colony no 
matter Imw uninqmrtant, entitled 
.Mich •Stale to tu*at on liillercnt 
principles willi (»ieat Britain, in 
res peel to an inlereomse with her 
(’olonies. from the United Slates. 

Neither can it he admitted llmt 
the possession of (’olonies entitles 
the nation holding tlu'in, to. the 
exclusive enjoynieiit of tlie eir- 
cuiious navigation hetWeMi the 
parent country, and a foreign 
country, througli any or all of 
those Uolonii’s, upon tlie ground 
of its being ll.c prosecution of a 
(Vrloiiia! trad(‘, which is uiider- 
.stood to have been taken hy (iical 
Britain, ll'tlu* connexion between 
tlie Pnited Kingdom and its nu- 
iiuToiis Colonies is to he regarded 
ill the light of that of a coiitinnouij 
coast, it innsl he allowed that ihi.s 
coast has very great extent. It 
pa.s?;cs arnnnd Cape Horn, dou- 
bles the Cape of (iood Hope, 
cro.^Jsos the Atlantic Oc(‘an, pene- 
trates almost ovcM-y sea, touches 
every coiithienl,*aii(l encircles the 
Globe.* Colonial coasjhi^ trade 
of this nnivors.'il reach presents 
none of the properties of an ordi- 
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naiy coasting trade, except that of 
the idenity of sovereign power. 
The foiinrjatinn on which imtions 
are supposed to reserve to them- 
selves, exclusively, their own 
coasting trade, is not merely that 
of monopoly, but principally be- 
cause they are thereby better ena- 
bled to check all invasions of their 
own laws — a reason which is in- 
applicable to the widely dispersed 
condition of the Rritish Colonial 
possessions. 

Entertaining such opinions as 
have been herein stated, in regatd 
to the power of commercial fegu- 
lation, the Governinei/t of the 
United States' has always con- 
ceived that the trade between them 
and the British Colonies was open 
to all considerations, which are 
applicable to any other trade, and 
that it was consequently a fit sub- 
ject of arrangement by treaty, or 
in any manner by which any other 
trade might' bo regulated. Great 
Britain may, undouhlt.dly, if she 
pleaibos, deny to herself the ad- 
vantage of consulting with fo- 
reign Powers, through the accus- 
tomed organs of intercourse, as 
to tho conditions on which, >vith 
mutual benefit, the trade may be 
carried on. But if she chooses 
to restrict herself to the single 
mode of regulating it by act of 
Parliament, it cannot be admitted 
either that such restriction is a 
necessary consequence from the 
nature of Colonics, or, as will be 
hereafter shown, that it is in ac- 
cordance with the practice of the 
British Government itself. 

The British Secretary of Slate 
alleges, that in '*1822, tho British 
government opened the .Colonial 
intercourse to us, and withheld it 
from all other Powers ; that, in ef- 


fect, wo thereby acijiiired a mqt 
nopoly in the supply of I he coik 
sumption of the British West In- 
dies ; hut (hat (ireat Britain did 
not preclude herself from tho 
right to o))en her coloniul ports to 
other nations whenever it might 
suit her purposes. We did not 
ask that (in.'uUBritain should siiut 
her Colonial ports to other low- 
ers. The occlusion was, no doubt, 
in consequence of the estiiuatc 
wJiich she made of her own inter- 
ests, without atiy intention to con- 
fer an exclusive benefit upon us, 
as the opening of them by the act 
of 1825 is according to a similar 
estimate. Wc have no right to 
complain, and never have com- 
plained, that Great Britain seeks 
for the United Kittgdum and for 
its Colonies the best markets for 
sale and purchase, any more than 
wc anticipate any complaint from 
her, if, when wc are driven from her 
(’olonial ports, we shoj'ld exorcise 
the Iikf5 liberty. If slie has rea- 
son to felicitate herself that, by the 
course of events, she is enabled 
to draw from other sources those 
supplies which her Colonics had 
been in the luihit of obtaining from 
the United Slates, wo have, per- 
haps, occasion for equal congratu- 
lation that, by the same or other 
events, markets have been opened 
to us, which may he found ample 
substitutes to those which it is her 
pleasure to close against ns. 

, As to the monopoly which it is 
alleged wc have enjoyed, it should 
be observed that the relative posi- 
tion of the British West India Co- 
lonies to /.ho United States, and 
the nature of their respective cli- 
mates and productions, are erni- 
nenlly favourable to a mutiially 
beneficial commerce between 
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'them. From their proximity to 
the United States, they find their 
convenience in drawin;;r frotii us 
those perishable and bulky arti- 
cles which they want, rather than 
from more distant countries. If 
the West India islands were situ- 
ated on the European instead of 
the American sido’of the Atlantic 
Ocean, and Europe could supply 
as cheaply an<l abiindanlly the 
same de.scription of articles as thi 
United State.s, the Jlrili.sh West 
India C oloiiies wmiM prefer ob- 
taining tlieir neces.'^ary supplies 
from Europe. The United States 
contribute to other \r(>st India 
Colonies, in a.s irrcat c.vtcnt, and 
share in the navigation between 
them as lari^ely as they do in their 
intercourse with tho.^e of (Ireat 
Ilritain. This i.s the ollect of the 
law of proximity. If it be a mo- 
nopoly, it has emanated from no 
human power, but from a much 
higher source. Ear from repin- 
ing at the dispensations of Provi- 
dence, nations, contented with the 
portion of ins bounty which has 
been allotted to each, would do 
well to accpdesce, with cheerful 
submission, in the arrangements of 
the Universe, which, in Ids wis- 
dom ho lias thought proper to or- 
der. 

The United States have never 
made it a subject of serious com- 
plaint that, for the indulgence 
■ winch tlieir laws have granted of 
^ unrestricted liberty of importation 
or exportation of whatever is pro- 
duced or iiianufa(!tiirod in the 
United States, or in jbe Hritish 
Colonies, respectively, they have 
been nn!t, in rclmn, with a long 
catalogue of prohibitions and re- 
strictions, including sonic of the 
.staple commodities on bolii sides. 


Although they have desired the 
abolition of those restrictions, they 
have left it to the sole and undis- 
turbed consideration of the British 
Government, wliether the pros- 
perity of their C^olonie.s them- 
slves, would not he best promoted 
by the application to -the inter- 
course of tliosc liberal principles 
wliich have obtained the s anction 
of the present enliglitcned age. 
The (ioveinment of the United 
States has contented itself with in- 
si.sting that, circurnserihed as the 
trad*; iias been, according to the 
pleasure of the British Govern- 
ment, the regulation of the navi- 
gation employed in it sliould he 
foumh'd on principles of lecipro- 
city, so u.s to allow fair competi- 
tion between the vessels ol the 
two countries. 

The po.sition now as.sumcd, that 
('olonial (nulc with foreign States 
is not a fit subject for negotiation 
with those State's, but belongs? ex- 
clusively to the regulation ,vf the 
parent country, is entirely new. 
It is not sustained by tlic practice 
of other Powers having Colonies, 
it is not sustained by tlic practice 
of (^reat Britain herself; and this 
brings me to the consideration of 
what has passed between the two 
(governments in relation to this 
trade. 

They negotiated on that sub- 
ject, to go no further hack, in the 
year 1794. Tlieir negotiations 
respited in the 12lh article of the 
treaty of Amity, rommerce and 
Navigation, which was then con- 
cluded. The very fact of treating, 
behvccii two independent Stales, 
implies the riglit in each of con- 
sidering and determining the mu- 
tual propositions which iimy be 
offered. The two Powers again 
• 10 
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negotiated on the same subject in 
1796, and because the Govern- 
ment of the United States did not 
conceive tliat the concessions of 
Great Britain, contained in the 
12th article of the treaty of 1794, 
were equivalent tothccoticessions 
on their side, it was aiiiuillod. 
They again negotiated in 1815, 
and actually entered into stipula- 
tions which, as you well know, 
form a part of the convention of 
the third of July, of that year, for 
the regulation of the British Hast 
Indiatradc; but, not being •iiblc 
to come to any agreement, in re- 
gard to the British IVest India 
trade, it was left to the two coun- 
tries to regulate this subject by 
their respective laws. On that 
occasion, it was stated by Lord 
Castlcrcagh, that the British Gov- 
ernment would not regard as un- 
friendly, any measure which the 
United States might think it ex- 
pedient to put into operation for 
the regulation of that trade. And, 
to guard against a!l misconcep- 
tion, it is moreover expressly pro- 
vided in the treaty itself, that 
** the intercourse between the 
United Stales and Ilis Britannic 
Majesty’s possessions in the West 
Indies, and on the continent of 
North America,* shall not bo af- 
fected by any of the provisions of 
this article, but each party shall 
remain in the comfilcle possession 
of its rights with respect to such 
an intercourse.” With whntqtro- 
priety, then, can it bn aflirmcd, 
that, to withhold from the ship 
of a country having colonics, tra- 
ding from the mether country Jo a 
foreign State, under a regular trea- 
ty betweer. the two countries, the 
right of clearing for another port 
belonging to that mother country, 


in another part of the world, is arK 
injury?” — an injury, “ undoitbUdly 
ill deviation from the spirit of the 
treaty.” Tlie regular treaty re- 
ferred to, cxchules, by its positive 
terms, all rogulationpof llie inter- 
course between tin* United States 
and the British colonies in the 
West Indies. And yet it is con- 
tended, that (ireat Ihilain has the 
right, uccoidiiig to the spiiit of the 
treaty, not oidy to tin; lienelit of 
the application of its provisions, 
to a suhjccl v.liiih it alone pro- 
fesses to regidate, but to hav-e 
them np/)Ji('(I nisf) fo sub- 

ject which is expressly dechred tint 
to he regulated, and ns to which 
both parties me left in the “ com- 
plete possession*’ of all their rights. 
And this is insisted upon, in be- 
half of Great Britain, without any 
corresponding privilege on the 
part of the United Stales. If the 
treaty be competent to carry a 
Britbh vessel tlirongh the British 
West India ports to the United 
States, and vice versa, Mhilst, 
under similar circumstances, thoso 
ports are to remain shut, by Bri- 
tish authority, against a vessel of 
the United States, it would equal- 
ly entitle, such Briti.sh vessel to 
pass through the ports of any and 
every country upon tlic gUibe, to 
and from the United Stales. 'I’ho 
United States might, without any 
violation of tl;e Convention of 
1815, interdict all intercourse with' 
tfic British West Indies, direct or 
circuitous. And surely the right ’ 
to adopt the stronger and more 
comprchcjnsivc, includes tho 
choice of the weaker measure, 
that of prohibiting to ho done, by 
British vessels, what Great Britain ' 
prohibits under analogous circum- 
stances, American vessels from 
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'dbing» It is alleged that that 
right, from the enjoyment of which 
we are interdicted by British regu- 
lation, nevertheless existed in 
' Great Britain antecedently to any 
treaty, and at a period when no 
claim to any trade with British 
colonies had even been whispered 
by the United States. As a right 
it never existed one moment, 
since the Independence of the 
United States. If the privilege 
W'erc exerc ised, it was from their 
moderation and by their suffer- 
afice. Since that epoch wc arc 
unaware of any period of time, 
when the United States did not 
. claim a reciprocal intercourse 
with tlio lirilisii colonies. The 
two countries again unsuccessfully 
De 4 (otiatcd, in relation to the co- 
lonial trade, in 1817, when Lord 
Castlereagh submitted a draft of 
four articles, which did not prove 
acccptahle,andin 1818, and 1819, 
and finally in 1824. What was 
tho footing on which the inter- 
course had been placed, by the 
laws of the two countries, at the 
period of opening that last nego- 
tiation, you will sec by adverting 
to tho iiistruclioiis of my prede- 
-Icessor, under dale 23d June, 
1823, with a copy of which you 
have been furnished. The long 
. and arduous discussions which 
took place between Mr. Kush and 
Messrs, lluskisson and S. Can- 
ning, in 1824, brought the paiti^s 
>jvcry near together. Each ex- 
' changed with tho other tho propo- 
sal with which he would be satis- 
fied, but, as they could not (hen 
agree upon cither, it was conclu- 
ded to suspend tho negotiation 
* with a distinct understanding* on 
both sides, that it should be again 
resumed at 'some convenient day. 


From a comparison of the Ame- 
rican and British proposals it will 
be seen, 

1. That both parties were wil- 
ling to abolish all discriminating 
duties on cither side ; 

2. That the British Govern- 
ment was satisfied, an'd actually 
offered that the intercourse should 
continue restricted to the direct 
voyage, as it (ben was by the re- 
spective laws of the parlies ; that 
is to say, that an American vessel 
ejearing from the Briti&h West In- 
diesf with their produce, for an 
Americdn port, should be required 
to land her cargo* in such port ; 
and, on the other baud, a British 
vessel, clearing from tho United 
Slates, with their produce, for a 
colonial port, should bo required 
to land her cargo in such port. 

But, thirdly, the point on which 
(he parties could iiut then agree, 
was, that the United States insist- 
ed that American produce should 
be admitted into the British, •colo- 
nial ports, upon the same terms as 
similar produce received frofln any 
where elso •, that is, either from a 
British possession or any foreign 
country. Such an equal admis- 
sion of our produce was contend- 
ed for, in pursuance of the enact- 
ments of the Congress of the 
United States in the act of March, 
1823. 

Thus the two parties amicably 
separated, I repeat, with the per- 
fect understanding of each, that 
tho negotiation, in which such en- 
couraging progress had been made, 
should be resumed and brought to 
a Qnal ronclusidh, at some future 
day. o that renewed negotia- 
tion the United Stales* have inva- 
riably looked with the confident 
hope that, when the parties again 
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met, they would be able to recon- 
cile the only diiTerence which ob- 
structed ati adjustment. They 
never could have* dreamt that, 
without the smallest previous no- 
tice, and at the very moment of 
the arrival in England of a new 
American'Minister, fully prepared 
to resume the negotiation, it was 
to be suddenly arrested, and the 
new ground for tJie tirst time ta- 
ken, that the subject itself was of 
a nature to admit of no negotia- 
tion. Entire conlidencc beieg 
reposed on tho resumption oV the 
negotiation, qs the means on 
which both parties relied, upon 
the recall of iMr. Rush in tiic 
spring of 1825, Mr. King was 
sent to replace him, fully empow- 
ered to treat on all the sidijccts 
(including the colonial trade) of 
the previous ncLTotiation. Ifc 
was instructed, in the first iii- 
sti|nce, as being a subject of more 
pressing urgency, to invoke tiio 
interposition of the British Gov- 
ernment, to removo the impedi- 
menls to the execution of the St. 
Petersburg Convention, which 
had been created by the British 
commissioner at Washington. — 
And he was informed that his in- 
structions on the objects of the 
suspended negotiation, should be 
transmitted to him in time again 
to open it. They would have 
been so transmitted but that, upon 
his arrival in England, in the 
month of June, 1825, he wa3 in- 
disposed, that he learnt that IBs 
Britannic Majesty was ill, and 
that Mr. Canning was also unwell, 
and, moreover,^ that the British 
Cabinet was dispersed .over the 
island, or' upon the continent, in 
the pursuit of health and recrea- 
tion. Happily his Britannic Ma- 


jesty and his principal Secretary 
of Foreign Afl’airs were restored 
to health. The British (.'ahiiict 
did not reassemble imiil the au- 
tumn of 1825, and IMr. King uii- 
fortunatcly rcmaincil feeble and 
unwell up to the pcriiMl of iiis re- 
turn to the Uiiilcil Slates, in con- 
sequence of his in(iis|)osiiion. If 
his instructions were nut forw arded 
to him, it was heeaiiM; it was 
known that lie was engaged in 
discussions respecting I be 8t. 
Petersburg Convention, and it was 
believed that his languid condition 
did not admit of his entering 
upon the discharge of the more 
arduous duty of resuming the sus- 
pended negotiation. It would 
now soern to have been altoge- 
ther useless to have transmitt'*d 
them, the British Cloveinment 
having made, up their mind, from 
the passage of the act of Parlia- 
ment of Jidy, 1825, to dose the 
door of negotiation. Such a pur- 
pose was never hinted to the Gov- 
ernnicnt of the United States. 
On the contrary, as late as 22d 
March, 1S2G, Mr. Vaughan ad- 
dressed ail od'ieial note to this 
Department, in which he stated, 
“ 1 have received instruction? 
from IBs Majesty’s Government 
to acquaint you, that it is prepa- 
ring to proceed in the important 
negotiations between that country 
and the United States, now pla- 
^,cd in the hands of the American 
Alinistcr in London; Mr. Hus- 
kisson has been already introdu- 
ced to Mr. IL King, as his Ma- 
jesty’s Plenipotentiary, and the 
Minister of State, having the de- 
partment of F oreign Affairs, has 
received IBs Majesty’s com- 
mands to associate Mr. Adding- 
ton, late His Majesty’s Charge 
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d* Affaires in America, with Mr. 
Huskisson, as joint Plenipotenti- 
ary on the part of Great Britain. 

“The nef^oliations will there- 
fore be forthwith resumed, and it 
will be for tbft Government of the 
United States to jud{j;e whether, 
considering the state of the health 
of Mr. Kufiis Kin", which Mr. 
CanninjT laments to sny lias been, 
since his arrival in Kn^land, far 
from satisfactory, will join any 
other ne^otiattir, in the commis- 
sion with him.” If the British 
Govornmunl had then intended to 
bar all nc"oliation, in respect to 
the colonial trade, no occasion 
coidd have boon more fit than the 
transmission of that note to com- 
municate such intention. So far 
Cram any sneh piirposc being de- 
clared, it is formally uotitiod to 
the American (iovernmont that 
the British (irorcrmnciit is pyepar- 
inff to proceed in the important 
negotiations, &c. and that the ne- 
gotiations will be forthwith resum- 
ed, [of course including the coloni- 
al trade.] It appears from the same 
note, thtit the British Government 
was perfectly acquainted with the 
feohle condition of Mr. King, and 
Itlicrcfore made the friendly sugges- 
tion of associating some other per- 
son with him to conduct the nego- 
tiation. Mr. Vanglian wasvcibally 
informed that wo should iircpare, 
as soon as practicable, to renew 
the negotiation, and that the st4c 
•of Mr. King’s health would be 
taken into consiileratioii. The 
President did deliberate on it, ami 
your willingness to be»as.«!ociated 
with Mr. King, in that public ser- 
vice, was ascertained. 

In the meantime, and before 
(he ncce.ssary arrangements could 
*be made for your departure, a let- 


ter from Mr. King, under date the 
21st day of March, 1826, was re- 
ceived, desiring permission to re- 
turn, which was promptly granted, 
and you were immediately ap- 
pointed, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, to 
succeed him. Without any unne- 
cessary del iy you procccd(^d on 
your mission, charged with in- 
structions, framed in the most 
amicable spirit, to renew the sus- 
pended ncgolialioii on all points. 

• it is now necesr^ary to turn back 
to lilts British act of Parliament of 
July, 18^5. 'lhat act has never, 
to liiis iiionicnt, Veen (dlieially 
communicated to the American 
(Government by that of Gri'at Bri- 
tain, and it reached us only 
through other channels, 

Wc did not suppose, wliatover 
may ho the general terms of its 
enactments, tliat it was intended 
to be applied to the Uilited Stages, 
until, at least, the expos iincnt of 
the renewed negotiatiort sflould 
bavo been tried, and should have 
failed. We entertained that sup- 
position hecaiuse hotli parlies, by 
all their correspondence and pub- 
lic acts, appeared to regard the re- 
newed negotiation as tlic means of 
settling the existing ditlcrence. 
Wc had other cogent reasons for 
that supposition. If ilic British 
(ioverriiiient intendod irrevocably 
to abide by tlto conditions which 
the act of Parlianient prescribed, 
wc believed, not only that it would 
have been oHieiallv communicat- 
ed, with a nolitication to that ef- 
fect, but that the British Alinister 
would have bcen'instrncted to give 
such injbrination as might be ne- 
cessary to enable u.s ’clearly to 
comprehend its provisions. 

This information (o a Foreign 
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Government could not be deemed 
altogether unreasonable in respect 
to an act of Parliament, extremely 
complicated, spread out into ei;;h- 
ty-six s(;cti(>ns, bcsiilos various 
tables, and which was accompa- 
nied V)y a contemporaneous act 
relating to* the same subject : also, 
containing numerous provisions, 
and both referring to other acts of 
Parliament, tho titles of some of 
which arc not even recited. Not 
only was no such information ever 
communicated, but you will per- 
ceive, from tho accompatiyiiig 
correspondence with Mr. V'^aiigli- 
an in the last month, that, up to 
that time, he was not provided 
with instructions to afford a satis- 
factory answe'r to tho inquiry, 
whether, according to the British 
interpretation of tlio act of Parlia- 
ment, American vessels may trade 
between the British Colonies and 
foreign comitries, other than the 
United Kingdom, in like manner 
witi> British vessels ; and whether 
all discrimitialiug duties and 
charges imposed, eitlier by the* 
local authorities or by (ho British 
Parliament, between vessels of 
the United States and British ves- 
sels, have been abolished. 

The importance of the latter 
inquiry was increased by informa- 
tion which had reached us, that, 
lately, during the present year, 
the Government of Nova Scotia 
had passed an net by which Ame- 
rican vessels were subjected to 
higher duties or charges than Bri- 
tish. That we sincerely believed 
that negotiation, and not legisla- 
tion, was the tneans by whiCih it 
was expected an arrangement was 
to be effected by the parties, will 
further appear from a letter ad- 
dressed by me, on the 25th day of 


December, 1825, to a member of 
Congress, a copy of which is here- 
with transmitted. In that letter 
the opinion is expressed that the 
Briti.sli (iuvermneiit could not 
have intended to a|/|)ly the act of 
Parliament of 5th July, 1825, to 
the intercourse between the United 
States ami the British Colonies, 
because “ 1st, it would bo in- 
consistent with professions made 
by that Government to this, and 
with negotiations betw'eeii the two 
Governments contemplated, if not 
yet resumed : 2(1 ly, no notice has 
been given at Washington, or at 
London, of such a purpose as 
that wliich, for the first time, is 
indicated at Halifax: Sdly, the 
Britisli Minister here is unadvised 
by bis Government of any iiUen- 
tioii to close tho Colonial ports 
against our vessels : and 4lhly, 
no information has been received 
here from any British Colonial 
port, (except Halifax, of such in- 
tention.’^ 

This letter w'as published in the 
American gazettes ; a copy of it 
was furnished to Mr. Vaughan, 
which ho is understood to have 
transmitted to his Government. 
And it is believed to have had 
some effect in producing the revo- 
cation of an order of the local Go- 
vernment, by w’liich tlic port of 
Halifax was to have been closed 
against vessels of the United 
States from the 5th of January 
last. The order was, in fact, 
from whatever cause, revoked. 
And as that port, and all other 
British Colonial ports remained, 
after that day, open to our vessels, 
we were confirmed in the belief 
that, the act, in tho present state 
of the relations of the two coun- 
tries, was not intended to be en- 
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forced on the commerce of the 
United Status. This belief was 
further slri'ngthened l)y the terras 
of tlie fourth section of the act, 
.which are: “ And whereas, by 
the law ofnavi^iitiijii, foreign sln))s 
are permitted to import into any 
of the Briti:sh possessions abroad, 
lioin the countries to wliicli they 
belong, goods the produce of tliose 
countiies, and to export goods 
from such possessions to be car- 
ried to any foreign cnmilry, what- 
ever : And wlieretis, it is expe- 
fii(;nt that such permission sliould 
be subject to certain ct)nditions ; 
be it therefore enacted,, that the 
privileges therelty granted to fo- 
reign ships, shall be limited to the 
ships of those countries which, 
having Colonial ])ossessions, shall 
the like privileges of trading 
with those possessions to ihitisli 
ships, or which not having Colo- 
nial possessions, shall place the 
commerce and navigation of this 
country, and of its |)osscssions 
abroad, u|>on the fooling of the 
most favoured nation, unless IJis 
Majesty, by his order in Council, 
shall in any case deem it expe- 
dient to grant the whole or any of 
such privileges to the ships of any 
''foreign cotintry, allhongh the con- 
ditions aforesaid slndl not, in all 
respects, be InlfilleU by such fo- 
reign country.” 

Now' 11 s ilritannic IMajesty was 
thereby aulboiized, by his order 
in Council, if he should, in an^ 
jCiise, deem it exjtedient to grant 
>he whole or any of the privileges 
mentioned in the section, to the 
ships of any foreign cuiiutry, “ al- 
though the conditions aforesaid 
shall not, in all respects, be ful- 
filled by such foreign coumr^.-’ 
Tl)is investment of power in the 
Crown to ditfpeiise with a strict 


compliance with the conditions of 
the act, in relation to any Powers 
like the United States, not having 
colonies, seemed necessarily to 
imply di.scussioii, and consetptent- 
ly negoiialion with such Powers. 
It is not the o\»j< 2 cl, in bringing 
forward the facts and ol»ervatiuns 
which have been staled in vindica- 
tion of the American Covermnent, 
to convey any reproaches against 
that of Ureat Britain, on account 
of the late unexpected resolution 
which it has taken. These facts 
add ^>hservatioiis, however, shew 
that it ou^ht not to excite any sur- 
prise that the C'ongt;ess of the Uni- 
ted States di.'clined legislating on a 
mailer which it appealed to them 
w.is both most fitting in ilsc’lf, and 
prefi rred by Great Britain, to be 
settled by mutual and friendly ar- 
rangement. When deliberating 
on the only proposition which was 
made during their last session, (hat 
of a simple repeal of a*ll diseriuii- 
naling duties, which it now ap- 
pears won d have been miiivuiling, 
ami would have fallen far short of 
British expectations, they were 
unaware that they were acting un- 
der the pains and penalties of a 
British net of Parliament suspend- 
ed over their heads ; a non-com- 
pliance with the strict coiulilions 
of which suhjeciVd the United 
Stales not only to the forfeiture of 
nil intercourse with the British Co- 
lonies, but was to he attended with 
the further consiquei.ce of ter- 
inimHiiig all negotiation even be- 
tween the parlies. 

1 will now proceed to a consi- 
deration of the specific conditions, 
recpjired hy the ait of Parliament, 
the non l^ulfilnieni of which is the 
profi'ssed ground of the* late Bri- 
tish order in Council. These con- 
ditions are understood to he con- 
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taiiiHii ill the fourth section of the 
act, which begins by reciting, 
And whereas, by the law of navi- 
gation, foreign ships arc permit- 
ted to inijiort into any of the Bri- 
tish possessions abroad, from the 
countries to which tlii’V belong, 
goods the product', of those conn- 
tries, and to export goods liom 
such possesstons \o be car vied to 
any foreign country whatever : 
And whereas, it is expedient that 
such permission should be subject 
to certain conditions.” It then 
proceeds to enact in rps’,p’ct' to 
countries not having Coioiiial pos- 
sessions, “ 7’hat tlie privileges 
thereby granted to foreign ships 
shall be limited to the ships of 
those countries (not having Colo- 
nial possessions) which sliall place 
the commerce and navigation of 
this country, and of its posses- 
sions abroad^ upon the footing of 
the most favoured nation, unless 
II is Majesty, by his order in 
Council, shall, in any case, deem 
it expedient to grant the whole or 
any of sucii privileges to the siiips 
of any foreign country, although 
the conditions aforesaid shall nut, 
in all respects, be fulfilled by such 
foreign country.” In considering 
this act of rurliament, the lirst 
circumstance which commands at- 
tention is the' marked dillerence 
which it makes in the condi'ions re- 
quired of foreign Powers, between 
those which Iiavc colonies and 
those which have none. From 
the Colonial Powers it only de- 
mands tliat they siiould griuit to 
Ilritish ships privileges of irading 
with their colonies, like those 
which tlie Hririsii law of naviga- 
tion grants to those Powers, tjf 
trading Vith the British Colonies, 
that is to say : that such Powers 
should allow to British vessels the 


privilege of importing Itritish pro- 
duce into their colonies, and of 
exporting goods therefrom, in be 
carried to any country whatever, 
exci'jit (be jiarent roimiry. But,, 
from the Powers Iviviug no colo- 
nies, the act denial. ils tliat they 
sliuuhl pliicc the cumnwree and 
navigation, both of the L'nited 
Kingdom and its possessions a- 
broad, upon the looting of the 
most favotned nation. With the 
Colonial Powers the act projioses 
an (‘x<“Ir,nige of Colonial trade for 
(hdonial lrad< , exclusive of the 
trade of the parent country. With 
Powers not having colonies, it 
proposes to give the British Colo- 
nial trade only in exchange for a 
trade between those P«)wcrs and 
the United Kingdom, and all its 
possessions abroad. From the 
lonial Powers its asks nothing but 
mere reci()rocity ; wbicb, viewing 
tlie vast extent of the British Co- 
lonies, in comparison with those 
of any other Power, is only nomi- 
nal. The act, on the contrary, is 
not satisfied with demanding from 
the Powers having no colonies, 
reciprocity of privileges, but it re- 
quires that, in eonsidoratioii of the 
periiiission to import their Pro- 
duce iiitu the British Colonies, and 
to export therefrom produce of 
those colonies to any foreign coun- 
try, except (ireat Britain, those 
Powers should at once extend to 
the coinmeice ami navigation of 
the United Kingdom, and its pos- 
sessions abroad, the full measiM'«i_ 
of all cj)iimiercial privileges which 
they may have grunted to the most 
favoured nation. It is impossible 
not to see that tliis discrimination, 
made by the act of Parliament be- 
Kveen diil'erent foreign Powers, 
operates exclusively upon the Uni- 
ted Slates. All the maritime States 
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have colonies, and therefore will 
let into the trade willi the Bri- 
tish Colonies upon the less onerous 
conditions, 'rhe United States 
are the only Power, not having co- 
lonies, which trades, or is ever 
likely to trade^ in any extent with 
Biilisli Colonies. And, if they 
alone had been nanjed in the se- 
cond class of Powers described In 
the act, the application of its more 
burdensome conditions would not, 
in that case, have been more ex- 
clusively confined to them. The 
trade of the United States will hear 
an advaiUag(‘ous comparison with 
the trade of any of the Coh»nial 
Powers, either in its amount, or 
the value or variety of the articles 
which it comprehends, is greatly 
superior to that of most of them, 
and justly entitles us to demand 
uotl! (ireat ihitmn as favourulile 
terms as those which are extended 
to any of them. It is true that the 
act holds out the idea of some mi- 
tigation of these conditions in the 
authority confided to the King. 
But on what considerations llis 
Britannic Majtsty might be in- 
duced, by his order in Council, 
to exercise the dispensing power 
vested in him, is not stated in the 
act itself, nor have they been dis- 
closed by any order in Council, 
or in any other manner which has 
conic to our knowledge. The 
very investment of such a power, 
I repeat, in» plied friendly expla- 
nations and discussions, and con- 
sequently the means of negotiation 
'.which the British (lovernment 
how rejects as altogether inad- 
tpissible. Being, tin nd'ore, unable 
to ascertain the mi divulged con- 
siderations which might have led 
to some relaxation or variation of 
the conditions of the Act of Par- 


liament, we are confined to an 
exaniinution of those specific con- 
ditions themselves. 

They require that the United 
States, to entitle tln insrlves to the 
permission of importation ami ex- 
jiortalion which is granted by the 
British law of navigation, should 
place the comnuTce and fiavigalion 

the I'nited Kingdom, and of 
its possessions aliroad, upon the 
footing of the most favoured na- 
tion. The first observation oc- 
curring is, that, at the very mo- 
iiu'iit when the British Uovern- 
menlt is putting forth the new 
principle*that the regulation of the 
trade of tiie parent •country and of 
its colonics, depends upon two 
rules, essentially dillVrent, the one 
admitting, and the other excluding 
all consultation with foreign .States ; 
this act confounds them together, 
and requires not merely that we 
should place the British colonies 
upon the footing of the most fa- 
voured colonies, but that, to^m- 
title us to enjoy the privileges pf an 
intercourse with those colonies, we 
must comply with the requirement 
of ])lacing the navigation and coin- 
inerce, both of the parent coiinlry 
and aU its jjosscssions abroady on 
the fooling of the most favoured 
nuUon. 

1'hu first diflicylty which is en- 
countered, in ascertaining the pre- 
cise nature and extent of the con- 
ditions prescribed by the act of 
Parliament, is, that it furnishes 
no definition of the terms, “ the 
most favoured nation,” which it 
employs. According to one in- 
terpretation of those terms, they 
import the gratuitous concession 
of •commercial privileges. Ac- 
cording, to another, they imply 
the nation which enjoys* the great- 
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est amount of commercial privi- 
hge, whether granted with or vtillh 

out equivalents. 

That the first was not the sense 
in which the British Government 
intended to use those terms, we 
conjectured ; because, if it were, 
nothing remained to bo done by 
the American Government to 
bring itself within the conditions 
of the act of Parliament, and wo 
apprehended that the British Gov- 
ernment required some positive 
act. Great Britain, in that sense 
of the terms, is, in respect to flie 
commerce and navigation both of 
the parent country and its posses- 
sions abroad, on the footing of 
the most favoured nation. What- 
ever commercial privileges arc 
granted hy the United States to 
any foreign nation, by act of 
Congress, or by treaties, arc 
founded upon equivalents. Hold- 
ing out the principle of fair reci- 
procity to all nations, wo neither 
ask, nor profess to bestow, com- 
mercial. boons. Thus, in respect 
to alien or discriminating duties, 
we have not abolished them in bo- 
half of any nation which has not 
professed to abolish them as to 
us. If they arc now levied upon 
British vessels, coming to the 
United States from British colo- 
nies, countervailing duties are now 
also levied upon American vessels 
entering British colonies, and 
have been constantly, as Mr. Can- 
ning declares, from 1S23. If the 
amount of American tonnage ad- 
mitted to entry in British colonial 
ports, and of British tonnage en- 
tering American ports from Bri- 
tish colonies, wore exactly equal, 
the collection of duties on one 
fide would neutralize the collec- 
tion on the other. But, as there 
if much more American than Bri- 


tish tonnage employed in the co- 
Jonial trade, uc pay a greater 
amoiint of lliosc diilie*s fliaii Great 
Britain. And, consequently, if 
there were cause of complaint on 
either side, on account of their 
existence, it would be with us. It 
could not, therefore, have been in 
the first, but must have been in 
the second, meaning of the terms, 
that they are employed in the act 
of Parliament. 

Great Britain is understood, 
then, to have demanded that tlie 
Ignited Kingdom and its posses- 
sions abroad, should be allowed to 
enjoy, in the ports of the United 
States, the greatest extent of com- 
mercial privileges which wo have 
granted, no matter upon what am- 
ple equivalent, to any foreign na- 
tion whatever. In order to ascer-. 
tain the latitude of concession tliils 
required, it is necessary to glance, 
and it shall bo done as rapidly as 
possible, at the state of our com- 
mercial relations with other fo- 
reign Powers. 

By the general law of navigation 
(see 6th vol. of the Laws of the 
IJnitcd States, p. 180 ,) it is en- 
acted, that, after the 30th day 
of September, 1818, “ no goods, 
wares, or merchandise, shall 
be imported into the United 
States from any foreign port or 
place, except in vessels of the 
United States, or in such foreign 
vessels as truly and wholly belong 
to the citizens or subjects of tlidt 
country of which the goods n^e 
the growth, production, or manif-'" 
faclurc, or from which such goods, 
wares or merchandise, can only 
bo, or most usually are, first ship- 
ped for transportation : Provided, 
nevertheless, that this regulation 
shall not extend to the vessels, of 
any foreign nation tshich has mat 



PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 


[83 


adopted, and which Ml not adopt, 
a' similar ve^dation. ” 

• Great Britain had, long prior to 
the paHsago of that act, adopted, 
and continues to enforce, the les- 
triction on which it is founded ; 
whilst ntnioilt all other nations 
have abstained from incorporating 
it ill their navigation codes. A 
vessel, therefore, of the United 
States, on entering a British port, 
being limited by British law to the 
introduction of goods the produce 
of the United States, a British 
vessel, on entering their ports, is 
liAiitcd to the introduction of goods 
being of British produce ; whilst 
the vessels of all other nations, 
.which have not adoj)i(id the res- 
trictive regulation, arc allowed, 
on entering a port of the United 
SUt^es, to introduce nn]j foreign 
produce whatever, by paying the 
alien and discriminating duties, 
from which, vessels of the United 
States arc cxenipfod. 

By particular arrangements with 
various Powers, some by treaty, 
and others by separate but reci- 
procal acts of the Governments of 
the United States and those Pow- 
ers, the alien duties of the United 
States, are abolished as to them ; 
and their vessels and those of the 
United States, are allowed the 
reciprocal liberty of importation 
.and exportation at the same rate 
of duty upon both ship and cargo. 

Thus, by the act of Congress 
!)f January, 1S24, “ so much of 
ho several acts imposing duties 
}n the tonnage of vessels in the 
)orts of the United States, as im- 
)Oses a discriminating .duty bc- 
:wcen foreign vessels and vessels 
)f the United States, is hereby 
luspended, so far as respects ifes- 
lels truly and wholly belonging to 


subjects or citizens of the King- 
dom of the Netherlands, of Prus- 
sia, of tlio Imperial Hanseatic 
Cities of Hamburg, Lubec, and 
Bremen, of the Dukedom of 
Oldenburg, of the Kingdom of 
Norway, of the Kingdom of Sar- 
dinia, and of the Umpire of Rus- 
sia." And it enacts a' like sus- 
pension of the discriminating du- 
ties on the cargo of any of the ves- 
sels of those several countries. 

But it further enacts, that the 
suspension of tliosc duties shall 
“.continue in behalf of each of 
the ifiiove-mcntioncd nations, on 
condition that, and so long as, the 
vessels of the United t?lates, and 
truly and wholly belonging to the 
citizens thereof, and all goods and 
merchandise of the produce and 
manufacture thereof, laden there- 
in and importc'd into any of the 
said nations in Europe, respective- 
ly, sliall be exempted from all ard 
every discriminating rhity of im- 
post or tonnage, direct or indirect, 
whatsoever, other or higher4han 
is levied upon the vessels and mer- 
chandise therein imported, belong- 
ing to the subjects or citizens of 
each of the said nations respective- 
ly.’’ 

Thus, therefore, to comply 
with the conditions of the act of 
Parliament, we mflst 1st, have al- 
lowed British vessels to import 
into the United Stales the produce 
of any foreign country whatever, 
upon the payment of the alien du- 
ties, although vessels of the Uni- 
ted States are and should have re- 
mained prohibited to import into 
British ports like produce upon 
any.tcrms whatever. And 2ndly, 
we mus^ have abolished or sus- 
pended our discriminating duties, 
placing Great Britain npoix the 
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footing of tho most favoured na- 
tion, in whose behalf we had 
abolished or suspended them, al- 
though know appears, from the 
averment of Mr. Canning, that 
duties of at least an equal amount 
have been, since the atloption of 
the Order in Council, in tltc year 
1823, and now are, levied upon 
American vessels and their car- 
goes in British Colonial ports. 

So stood our law, and such 
must have been our compliance 
with the conditions of the Act of 
Fur/iameiit at the time of its pjts- 
sage. But \vc suppose it t<>» have 
been tlie uudersUvnding of t\ic Bri- 
tish Govcruu.eut, ihvit, i( su\>sc- 
quent to that period, we should 
grant to any foreign nation still 
greater privileges than those above 
described, by treaty or otherwise, 
in consideration of equivalents or 
not, such more extensive privileges 
must have immediately accrued to 
the United Kingdom and its pos- 
sessions abroad, upon the rule of 
thejnost favoured nation, or wc 
must have subjected ourselves to 
the forfeiture of tho Colonial trade, 
denounced by the Act of Parlia- 
ment. 

Now, subsequently to the date 

of that Act, to wit, on the 6th De- 
cember lust, we concluded a treaty 
with the Republic of the Federa- 
te t of the Centro of America, 
which, having been atlerwards 
ratified by both parties, is now in 
full operation. By this treaty it is 
stipulated, that whatever c»n be 
exported from, or imported into, 
either country, in its own vessels, 
to or from any foreign place what- 
ever, may, in li.kc manner, bo ex- 
ported or imported in the vessels 
of tho other country, tnc vessel 
and tho cargo paying in both ca- 


ses the same and no higher duties, 
and consequently neither payibg 
the Alien liiitics. If we liad en- 
titled ourselves, iiy the fuliihncnt 
of tho rcipiired eoiiditions, to an 
intercourse with the British (.’elo-* 
nics, wc woiihl now lie obliged, 
in order to retain the liiiht to that 
intercourse, to allow Biitis>h ves- 
sels, both of the pan lit country 
and its possessi(n!s :iiiro!Ml, a li- 
berty of expiulalion and iu)]>orta- 
tion cocxti nsive with that of tho 
vessels of the United States, al- 
though the interdict of the British 
law of navi:'alioii slioiiltl remain 
in full o\)i‘ratinn on the vcshcls of 
the Ihiiled Stales. 

If wo are mistaken in tho extent 
of the concessions required by the 
British (lovcrnmcnt, to place the 
United Kingdom and its posses- 
sions abroad, on the footing of 
the most favoured nation, the best 
and most friendly mode of cor- 
recting our error w ould have been, 
to have accomjianied an otlicial 
communication of the Act of Par- 
liaiiictit with a full and frank ex- 
planation of those conditions, the 
performance of which on our 
part, would have satisfied that 
Government. By withholding all 

explanation, if the Congress of the 
United States had legislated on 
that subject at its last Session, it 
must have acted cither Ist, upon 
the exposition of the conditions 
of the Act of Parliament, now 
given ; or 2ndly, upon the vieWs 
of the British Government as d|s<^ 
closed in the negotiations of 1824. 
It could not have conformed to tho 
conditions of tho Act of Parlia- 
ment us wo understand them, 
without a manifest sacrifice of tho 
ifitcrcsts of tiic People of the Uni- 
ted States, and an abaudoniDicnt 
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of those principles of reciprocity 
for which they have ever contend- 
.cd in all their nc^otintions with 
foreign Powers. Jt now appears 
that it would have been unavailing 
if Congress had legislated in com- 
pliance with 4he views of the Bri- 
tish Government, as presemted in 
the negotiations of Ac- 

cording to those views that (iov- 
eniment was then willing that the 
trade between the Colonies ainl 
the United States should continue 
rcstricled, as it then was, by the 
laws of the two count rirs, to the 
direct inlereouisc ; that is to say, 
thata l>rilish vessel elearii'.g from 
tlic United States lor a (’olonial 
port, should he hour'! to lar.d its 
cargo in that port ; ami an Ame- 
rican V(?ssel clearing Ironi the Co- 
lonics for the United States, should 
ho"l)ound to laud its irargo in them. 
But v.'iihout any iutimatiou to us, 
through the regular diplomatic 
channels, of an alteration in her 
views, (ircat Britain has now 
changed them, and on the 11th 
September, 1S2(), for the tirst 
time aiinonnres her determination 
not “ to consent to enter into any 
renewed negotiation upon Iho 
iiilercoiii^e between the I nilcd 
Statt s and the British Colonies, 
so long as the pretension [the 
above restriction as to the direct 
intercourse | recorded in the Act 
of and there applied to Bri- 
tish Colonies alom*, remains part 
' of the law of the United Stales,'’ 
. And wo are also given to under- 
stand, “ that the British Govern- 
ment further owes it to the spirit 
of frankness which it^ wishes to 
cultivate in nil its relations with 
the United States, to declare, that, 
after having been compelled X) ap- 
ply to any country, the interdict 


prescribed by the Act of 1825, 
the British (xovernment cannot 
hold itself bound to remove that 
interdict, as a matter of course, 
whenever it may happen to suit 
the convenience of the foreign 
Government to reconsider the 
measures by which the application 
of that interdict was occasioned.” 
The pretension referred to, is the 
evacl counterpart of a similar pre- 
exist iiig pretension coiituined in 
the Act of I’mliarncnt of 1^22. 
The J’rilish Government docs 
not appear to havo reilcetcd, that 
its rejection of all negullation on 
th<‘, si.hjscl, d( j. rives it ol’tlie best 
of the only two n«vdos of getting 
rid of the exceptionable resliie.- 
tion. 

From what has been now ad- 
vanced, it has been established, 
1st, that tliO Colonial trade 
wa"' a lit sul>ji ct lor llic adjust- 
lueiit, by Irieiidly iiegoiiation hc- 
tween the two i’oworij, of the con- 
dillous on which it should he car- 
ried on ; 2iully, that it has-been 
long, and often, in fact, a subject 
of negotiation between ^lein ; 
and, J3d!y, that the American (tov- 
eruiiicnt was hound to conclude, 
front every thing which passed 
between the two Governments, 
that h(»th parties entertained the 
expectation thauit was to he ar- 
ranged by negotiation, and only 
hv negotiation. It was under this 
full conviction that your general 
instniclions were prepared. 

JVhat may he the nature of tho 
proposals which you wore author- 
ized to make, upon the rencw'al 
of the negotiation so eoiilidcully 
aiitieipated, it is not now proper 
slioulJ be coniiiumicatcd to the 
British* trovemment.. Bespcct 
fur ourselves, no Ic s than for that 
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Government, forbids that we 
should obtrude upon tlirir con- 
sideration proposals nL^ain«t which 
they have deemed it proper to 
shut their ears. It will be, how- 
ever, no violation of that respect, 
to say, that they were of a charac- 
ter, on ail the disputed points be- 
tween the two Governments, au- 
thorizing ns to believe that they 
would be satisfactory. 

The Government of the United 
States is animated by the sincerest 
desire to maintain, with that of 
Great /htfai/i, not nictvly tjic 
forms of com tesy and ainit^, hut 
to cadlivale a cordial and lusting 
friendship; lo»seltle every contro- 
verted ipicstion helwcen them 
upon priueiphjs of justice and re- 
ciprocity, and, by an enlarged 
liberality in their mutual inler- 
conrso, to advance the real pros- 
perity of both. Entertaining this 
do'.ire, it lias learnt, witli the most 
lively roirrot, tho resolution of the 
Hrltish (xovernnient to close the 
door against tho.se friendly c.xpla- 
nations, and that frank and mutual 
exposition of the wi»he.s and 
views of the parties, which are, or 
should be, the object of all nego- 
tiation. The harmony of nations 
requires that every avenue to such 
explanations should always bo 
kept fully open.* Ilul such a free 
access on all (picstions, appears 
to the (aovernmeiit of the Ihiitcd 
States to he especially desirable 
between two such nations as Great 
Rritain and the United States, 
whose interests and happiness are 
so intimately interwoven. Ry re- 
jecting the ordinary mode of treat- 
ing through the established agency 
of accredited Ministers, and sub- 
stituting f(K' it that of mutual legis- 
lation, which, nAcr all, is but an- 


other, though less advantageous 
mode of negotiation, wo deprive 
ourselves of many facilities. Oon- 
gress and the llrilish Parliament 
are numerous ho(lie.s, actmg in 
ditlercnt and distant spheres, and 
it is not derogating •fn ml their un- 
doubted wisdom and siipm ior in- 
telligence, to,snpposr‘ that Ihcir 
organization is nul the host suited 
to the exorcise of dijilomatie 
functions, in all cases. 

.V siuiilo word of explanation, 
an iii'jfantanroiis suggestion 4)f the 
inodjljearion of a proposal rJicitciI 
in coiifert'tice, may lead to the dd- 
ju.stinent of a ditlercnce wlieii 
Ministers are treating face to face, 
which might not he settled for a 
long time in a negotiation con- 
ducted hot ween two bodies, each 
composnj of several hiindrcil 
members, separated by the At- 
lantic ocean. We do not mean to 
bring forward any formal com- 
plaint against (Treat Uritaiii, on 
a<’Coimt of her determination to 
excliicie one of the moans w Inch 
experience has evinced to ho best 
adapted to the aecoiniiiodation of 
national diflercncos. Our mam 
purpo.se is, to show tlnit the Uni- 
ted States arc not justly chargea- 
blo with the consequences which 
may flow from that most unex- 
pected decision. 

As the only altornativo which 
the course adopted by that Gov- 
ernment has left, the President 
has deterniined to give a signal 
proof of his anxious wish to pre- 
serve a good understanding be-' 
tween tho two Governments, by 
laying the whole of the correspon- 
dence which has passed between 
them on this subject, including 
the-* instructions to our several 
Ministers at the Court of St. 
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James, liefore Congress, at its 
next session. The wisdom of that 
I?ody, in the actual stale of things, 
is alone competent to decide wlje- 
ther the colonial inlerconr.se shall 
remain closed, according to the 
pleasnre of the Hritish Govern- 
ment, as manifested in the late 
Order in Council, and whether 
that portion of it loh open by the 
order shall remain open, or on 
what cnndition.s, compatible with 
the interests of tlie People of the 
United States, (’ongress is willing 
the trade .should be placed. 

•You will accotnjiany the com- 
munication of the sul)slnnre of 
Ihisde.spatch, or the sulistauce of 
such part of it as you may not 
have anticipated in any answers 
to Mr. (Manning’s note, pre.sented 
from yourself to the llritisli t#ov- 
ernment, with the as.suraucc that, 
notwithstanding their present de- 
cision, the Government of the 
United States, at all times here- 
after, will be rea<ly, at Waslung- 
ton or at liOndori, to treat of the 
colonial intercourse, whenever it 
may be their desire or inclination 
to negotiate on that subj^'ct. 

I am, with great respect, your 
obedient servant, 

U. CLAY. 

Mr. Secretary Canning to Albert 
(jiillftlin, Kstj. 

f Forrign OflTicc, Nov, 13, IB'ZO. 

The undersigned, Ac. would 
'willingly have abstained from of- 
/lying any observations on titc 
note .addressed to him by Mr. 
Gallatin, &c. on the 22(1 of Sep- 
tember, in reply to the answer 
which had been returned by the 
undersigned to Mr. Gallalin’s note 
of the 26tli of August ; the tacts 
of the question agitated between 
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Ml. Gallatin and the undersigned 
admitting of no dispute, and their 
previous correspondence h.*iving 
exhausted all ibe arguments on 
each side of wbidi the matter in 
discussion is susceptible. 

But, upon reperusal of Mr, 
Gallatin’s note, after an interval of 
a few weeks, there appear to the 
undersigned to bo two or three 
points much relied upon by JMr. 
Gallatin, which it would be im- 
proper to leave unnoticed. 

The first of these points, and 
that which afiecis more or less the 
wHioleof JMr. Gallafitrs reasoning, 
is the question of ridit — the right 
of a mother coimtry to monopo- 
lize the trade of its* colonies, hlr. 
Gallatin disensses this question 
much at lengtli, and attaches him- 
self in that discussion, rather, per- 
haps, to llie terms, than to the 
.substance of the proposition in- 
tended to be put forward by the 
undersigned. 

^i’he proposition of the under- 
signed is simf)ly, tiiat there is a 
right in a mother country, uraver- 
sally admitted among nations, to 
inlerdirt to fc»roign nations a trade 
with her colonies. 

It may be Iriie (as stated by 
Mr. Gallatin) that every coimtry 
has the same “ right” to interdict 
with foreign nations a traile with 
ils«*lf. But, he the^ll)Slract “right” 
wiiat if may, this, at least, can- 
not he denied — that the exercise 
of that “ right” has been so usual 
in one case, and so unusual in the 
oth«r, tli.’it the difierence of usage 
(if it lie no more) amounts almost 
to a difiference of princijile. 

Foreign nations might justly 
ropiplain of the •ne interdiction — 
that of trade with the mother 
country* as an innovati«m, but they 
have no just ground of complaint 
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( and no ntlipr nation than the 
Jnited States has ever cjunplained) 
of the interdiction of trade to the 
colonies; because, in all ages, all 
nations having colonies have 
maintained such an intenliction. 

Mr. (jrallatin, after having ob- 
jected in tbe heginn'mg of liis note, 
to the use of the word “ right,'* 
as applied hy the undersigned to 
the colonial trade of Ureal Hri- 
tain, applies the same word him- 
self, (inadvertently, perha])s,) in 
a subsequent part of bis note, to 
the interdiction by the United 
Stales of a traile in Hritisli ships 
between the United States anil the 
IJritish West India Colonie.s. 

That trade ^ Mr. (lallatiii de- 
scribes as a trade which had been 
carried on merely by “ permis- 
sion*^ — “ a permission which, 
says Mr. Gallatin, the United 
States had a right to grant or to 
withhold,” 

Now, as according to Mr. Gal- 
latin’s dociHne, the United Slates 
have, in strictness, a “ right” to 
exclude British trade altogether 
from their ports, the umlersigiied 
cannt)t presume to conti-ml that* 
they have not the same right” to 
prohibit a trade Intwecn those 
ports and the Rrilisli colonies. 

But the undi’rsigncd ventures to 
aflirm, that the right which they 
have exercised jU the latter pro- 
hibition has no peculiar and sepa- 
rate character growing out of long 
and general usage, to distingiiisli 
it in principle from a prohibition 
of all trade wliatever with -the 
United States. 

Up to the year 181 S, Mr. Gal- 
latin admits that the trade since 
prohibited by the United States, 
was enjoyed by llrilish vessel.s, in 
common with those of all other 
countries. The interdiction, there- 


fore, is not of ancient usage, and 
so far is it from being generally 
applied by the United Slates to 
Foreign vessels, that it operates 
against (ireat Britain alone. 

Is it not at least singular, that 
Mr. Gullalln shonli|„rescrve for a 
practice thus novel and thus par- 
tial, the character of “ right,” 
which he denies to an usage as 
old as the establishment of colo- 
nies, and universal among all na- 
tions to which colonies have be- 
longod ? 

Is it not singular also, that while 
Mr. Gallatin denies any claim on 
the part of (heat Britain to the 
continued enjoyment of a trade 
in the United .States, which she iiy 
admitted hy Mr. (hdlalin to have 
enjoyed uninlerrupti‘(lly up to the 
year ISIS, Mr. Gallallu puts for- 
ward a claim on the part of- the 
United States to trade with the 
West Inilia (h)lonies of Great Bri- 
tain, on the ground of usage and 
practice ? 

'i’hi; United States, says Mr. 
(iallatin, found “ tlteir reclamation 
to participate in that commerce,” 
(the trade with llio British and 
West J*dia Colonies) on this 
ground — 

“ That trade has been allowed 
by Great Britain, it may be said, 
from the beginning, and at all 
times, and lias become tiiereby so 
far assimilated to that with the 
Furopean dominions of Great 
Britain, tliat the United States did 
think that they bad the same claim 
loa “ paiiicipalion in both.” “ As 
early as tlie year 17S.‘3, the Gov- 
eriimciil of Great Britain, devia-. 
ting from that principle of the co- 
lonial system, according to wliich 
her rolonies were prohibited from 
trading directly with any other 
country, allowed her West India 
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Colonies to trade directly with the 
United Slates of America in Bri- 
tish vessels.” 

It may be observed as to these 
facts, as stated by Mr. Gallatin 
himself, that ao two things can be 
much more difierent than a per- 
mission (on the on^ hand) given 
by Great Britain to British vessels 
to trade directly between a Bri- 
tish colony and another country, 
(the vessels of that other country 
remaining by law, and, in fact, 
excluded from the ports of the co- 
lony) and that participation,” 
on the other hand, which implies 
a trade between the United States 
'and the West India colonics in 
vessels of the United States. 

The relaxation to which Mr. 
Gallatin refers, in fact did nothing 
more than permit British vessels 
to bring certain articles into the 
colonial ports directly from the 
place of their production, instead 
of bringing the like articles cir- 
cuitously through the United King- 
dom. The question, whether these 
articles should be imported cir- 
cuitously through the United 
Kingdom, or directly from the 
place of their growtii, was a mere 
municipal concern, which did not 
vary the exclusive chai acter of the 
colonial system, so long as that 
importation was confined to Bri- 
' tish ships. 

Undoubtedly the United Stales 
might then, if they thought tiro- 
per, have interdicted the trade {o 
'Britisli vessels between their ports 
and the British West India colo- 
4 nics, unless American vessels were 
allowed to participate* in it, but 
they did not. 

The history of the usage, there- 
fore, is, that up to a certain pe- 
riod, a trade between the ports of 
‘the United States, and the British 


West India colonics in British 
ships, went on unquestioned, while, 
as Mr. Gallatin is aware, no Ame- 
rican vessel coyld enter the ports 
of the British West India colo- 
nies, except under occasional and 
temporary suspensions of the co- 
lonial law. And yet it is upon this 
usage that Mr. Gallatin founds — 

First — A riL'ht in the United 
States to prohibit vessels from 
clearing out from the ports of the 
United States to the British West 
India colonies. 

* Siicondly— A claim on the part 
of the United States to participate 
in the colonial trade of Great Bri- 
tain. 

The things may be right or 
wrong in themselves ; but usage 
surely points exactly the contrary 
way to that in which Mr. Gallatin 
applies it. 

ftir. Gallatin has yet another 
ground on which to rest this claim 
of the United States to a participa- 
tion in the colonial trade of Great 
Britain : — * 

“ During the European^ war. 
Great Britain found it convenient 
occasionally, but repeatedly, to 
open her West India ports to Ame- 
rican vessels ; at the same time she 
was asserting the principle uniform- 
ly denied by the United States, 
that a neutral was not authorized 
by ibe law of nations to carry on 
in lime war a trade with a colony, 
in which he was not permitted to 
participate in time of peace.” 

First — If the ports were occji- 
siunaily opened, the very terms of 
the proposition show that they 
were generally shut. It would be 
difiicult to imagihe either a more 
comple^je proof of the acknow- 
ledged right to admit hr exclude 
Foreign trade from the colonies 
as the governing authority might. 
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think fit, or a more perfect refuta- 
tion of the plea of usage in favour 
of a permanently open trade. 

Secondly — The, rule of 1756 
appears to have little application 
10 the point in dispute. It might 
to be sure be, in all such cases, a 
question \irith the neutral, whether 
he would be tempted by the open 
ports of one biUigerent, to run 
the risk of capture by the other. 
But the point in dispute is, whether 
by occasionally opening her colo- 
nial ports. Great Britain virtually 
abandoned the right of closing 
them again, when she thought pro- 
per ; and on th's point, the merits 
of the rule of 1756 have not, so far 
as the undersigned can make out, 
the most distant bearing. 

Thirdly — As it is intended to 
prove that the United States have 
a claim to participate in the colo- 
nial trade for ever, because the 
ports of the colonies were oc- 
cus'onally opened during the war, 
Mr. Gallatin describes the putts 
as having been opened to Ameri- 
can vessels. True, but not to 
American vessels only, or specifi-' 
cally, the ports were open to the 
vessels of all friendly powers. The 
argument, therefore, as to the 
special claim of the United States, 
falls to the ground. 

The truth, however, is, that un- 
dflr the words “ right’’ and claim,” 
so frequently recurring in this 
discussion, lies the real and funda- 
mental difference of opinion be- 
tween Great Britain and the Uni- 
ted Stales, which has frustrated 
all attempts to settle the disj)iited 
question of colonial intercourse 
upon common principles, by con- 
ventional arrangement. , 

When it is contended that the 
“ right” by which Great Britain 
prohibits foreign countries from 
trading with her colonies, is the 


same " right” with that by which 
she might, if she thought fit, pro* 
liihit them from trading with her- 
self, this argument (which is em- 
ployed by the Ijiiiled Slates alone) 
implies, that the s|M.‘ciaI pruiiibi- 
tioii is a grievance to tlie United 
States, if not of the same amount, 
of the same kind as the general 
prohibition would be. 

This is a doctrine which Great 
Britain explicitly denies. 

It seems to be admitted indeed, 
that there was a time when the dis- 
tinction between cohniial trade 
and the trade of the mother coun- 
try was tenable. But it has been 
assumed, in no obscure terms on 
the part of the United States, that 
the colonial system is now virtually 
at an end. 

Great Britain denies this as- 
sumption. 

Whatever relaxation Great Bri- 
tain may tliink fit to introduce for 
her own sake, and lor tliat of her 
colonies ihemselves, into her co- 
lonial system, she adds her right” 
to maintain that system, as with 
respect to foreign nations, to be 
unaltered and entire. Great Bri- 
tain, therefore, cannot consent to 
any di[)loniatic arrangement by 
which such right” may appear 
to be relinquished, or by which 
her assertion of it can be under- 
stood to be in any degree qualified 
or controlled. 

Hence the impracticability (al- 
ready so repeatedly proved)' of 
any treaty upon this subject be- 
tween Great Britain and the Uni- 
ted ^itates. 

Jlence the necessity for Great 
Britain of doing whatever she 
means to do in the way of relaxa- 
tiuii of her colonial monopoly, by 
acts of her own legislation. 

This deduction brings the un- 
dersigned to the last point in Mr. 
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Gallatin’s note, and that on which 
iie is must anxious that there 
should be no misconception be- 
tween them. 

Mr. Gallatin speaks of a “ per- 
manent exclifsion of the United 
States by Great Britain, from a 
trade open to tlie rest of the world,” 
as a measure difl(?rent in charac- 
ter Irom a general exclusion of all 
foreign nations. 

But is this a just description of 
the effect of the act of 1S28 ? 

Considerations (of which Great 
Britain alone is the judge) have 
induced her to ofien her culoiiiul 
trade to other nations. ' She o|jeii- 
. ed it to them, not as a matter of 
special favour, or of special 
“ claitn” to any one, hut on spe- 
cified conditions coniinon to all 
nations who might tliink fit to 
subscribe to them, and to the Uni- 
ted States among the rest. 

If some of the nations of the 
world have taken advantage of 
the opening thus offered to them, 
by accepting the conditions an- 
nexed to it, and others have omit- 
ted to do so, and if the United 
States are, by their own choice, 
in the latter class, surely it is not 
a correct description of the con- 
sequence of this, their own volun- 
tary omission, to say that the Uni- 
ted States are “ excluded” by 
' Great Britain from a trade which, 
on the contrary, Grt?at Britain in- 
vited them to share. 

‘ Ej^clusion of foreigners from t^ic 
* (olonial trade is the general prin- 
ciple of colonial policy ; udmis- 
I sion to that trade is the exception 
— an exception, which*, in this in- 
stance, Great Britain was willing 
to grant to all those who were rea- 
dy to purchase it on terms tender- 
ed equally to all. 

' The United Stiites cannot mean 


to put forward the pretension, that 
what is granted to others on terms, 
should bo granted to tlicin uncon* 
ditionally. If pot, it seems diffi- 
cult to imagine how they can feel 
it to be unjust or unkind, (it cer- 
tainly is not so felt, or intended, 
on the part of this coimiry) that 
the United Slates having, upon a 
free, and (as is known from the 
public proceedings of their h gis- 
jature) deliberate consideration, 
declined to snbsciibe to the terms 
on which exception from colonial 
prolybition was tendered impar- 
tially to *011 nations, they should 
find themselves, iu common with 
such of tiiose .Matiuns as have de- 
cided like themselves, liable to 
that exclusion, which is and al- 
ways has been, the general princi- 
ple of colonial trade. 

The undersigned avails him- 
self, A:c. 

(iKORGE C.JNNING. 
Aj.bkrt Gallatin, Esq. (^'c,&c. 

Albert (iaUatin, Esq. to Mr. Secre- 
tary Canning, 

Dee. 28, 11*26. 

The undersigned, &c. did not 
fail to transmit to his Government 
the note which iMr. Canning, &c. 
did him the honour to address to 
him, on the 13jh of Movember, 
in reply to the answer which had 
been returned by the undersigned 
to Mr. Canning’s note of the llih 
of September. But unwilling to 
continue a discussion which did 
not seem likely to lead to any 
practical result, he abstained fioin 
making any further observations 
on the subject, until he should 
have received sfiecial instructions 
from Iqs (iovernmenl, in reference 
to a slate of things which was al- 
together unexpected at Washing- 
ton at the time of his departure. 
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Having now received a des- 
patch from the Secretary of State 
of the United Slates, the substance 
of which he is instructed to com- 
municate to Mr. Canning, the un* 
dersigned, in performing that duty, 
will, on those points to which he 
had already alluded in his former 
note, have but some eAplanatory 
remarks to add. 

The right of Great Britain, 
which is ihal of every nation, to 
prohibit or allow foreign com- 
merce with any part of her do- 
minions, is unquestionable. ..TJiat 
right, in reference to her colonies, 
has never been denied by the Uni- 
ted States, any more than with re- 
spect to any other part of her pos- 
sessions, and it is also admitted, 
that she may, within her own ju- 
risdiction, prescribe the conditions 
on which such commerce shall be 
tolerated, and at her will, again in- 
terdict altogetlier the intercourse 
thus permitted. 

On the other hand, the United 
Statbs, unless restricted by treaty, 
which in this case- they are not,^ 
have precisely the same right to 
prohibit, to allow, and within their 
own Jurisdiction, to regulate fo- 
reign commerce with their domin- 
ions, whether that conniiorce be 
with the foreign country itself, or 
with its colonies or possessions 
abroad. It was not inadvertently 
that the undersigned used the word 
“ right, as applied to the United 
States : he did not object to the 
use of the word, as applied to 
Great Britain. What he attempted 
to show, was, that this rigid, which 
was admitted, and although it 
might at any tihie be exercised, 
bad no bearing on the questions 
which hatf been the subject of dis- 
cussion between the two countries* 


What has been contended for 
is, that since to any commerce 
there must always be two parties, 
the mutual consiuit of both is al- 
ways necessary, in order that 
such commerce may at all exist ; 
and whatever its nature may be, 
whether of jincient or modern 
date, whether with colonies or 
with possessions of a dilferent de- 
scription, from the moment it does 
exist, it becomes a fit subject for 
negotiation ; and, that there is no 
reason why an agreement should 
not, on that, as on any other spe- 
cies of trade, be founded on terms 
of Just reciprocity, though rela- 
ting to colonies, from an inter- 
course with which foreigners had 
formerly been, and might again 
be excluded. 

The various relaxations of the 
colonial system of Great Britain, 
as they never were, nor could have 
been intended fur the benefit of 
the United States, and as they 
were always accompanied with re- 
strictiuns exclusively favourable in 
her, could not be viewed as a boon 
to them, and never were accepted 
as such. The extent to which the 
commerce, when not laid under 
too severe restrictions, was carried 
on between the United States and 
the British colonies, is an irrefra- 
gable proof that it was equally ad- 
vantageous to both parties. If 
equally advantageous, there had 
been no favour conferred on either 
^de, there was no ground for a 
pretension by cither party that the 
intercourse should be regulated by 
unequal conditions. 

No such pretension had in fact 
been advanced. The proposals 
made by both parties, during the 
negotiations of the year 1824, 
were avowedly founded in a fair 
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, reciprocity, and brought the par- 
ties very near together. Unable 
still to agree on some points, it 
was concluded to suspend the ne- 
gotiation, with a distinct under- 
standing tliat «it should be again 
renewed at some convenient day. 

Mr. King was, in J S23, empow- 
ered to treat on all the subj(‘cta of 
the previous negotiation, lie was 
instructed, in the first instance, as 
being a subject of mure pressing 
urgency, to call on the British 
Ijovernment to remove the impedi- 
ments which prevented the execu- 
tion of the St. Petershmgh Con- 
vention. If his instructions on 
^olhi;r subjects were not forwarded 
to him, it was b(?cause he was en- 
gaged in discussions respecting 
that Convention, and it was be- 
lieved that the state of his health 
did not admit of his entering at 
that time upon the more arduous 
duty of resuming the suspended 
negotiation. 

Of this His Majeslv’s Ciovern- 
inent appears to have been fully 
aware. On the 22d of March, 
1 826, Mr. Vaughan addressed an 
official note to the Secretary of 
State of the United Stales, in 
which he says : 

“ I have received instructions 
from His Majesty's Coverninent 
to acquaint you, that it is prepa- 
ying to proceed in tlie important 
negotiations between that country 
and the United States, now placed 
in \he, hands of the American 
^^ll 1 ister in London. Mr. Hus- 
kisson has been already introdu- 
jced to Mr. ll. King, as His Majes- 
ty’s Plenipotentiary, and»lhe Min- 
ister of Slate, having the depart- 
ment of Foreign AITairs, has re- 
ceived His Majesty’s commands 
to associate Mr. Addington, late 


America, with Mr. lluskisson, as 
joint Plenipotentiary, on the part 
of Great Britain. The negotia- 
tions will, therefore, be forthwith 
resumed ; and it will be for the 
Government of the United States 
to judge whether, consi(h?ring the 
state of health of Mr. King, which 
Mr. Canning laments to say has 
been, since his arrival in England, 
far frum satisfactory, they will 
join any other negotiator in the 
commission with him.-’ 

jriie President did deliberate on 
tiint fniendly suggestion ; and the 
iiominatif^i of a person to he as- 
sociated with Mr. King was con- 
teiiijidatrd, when a letter from him, 
dated the 2istday of March, de- 
siring permission to return was re- 
ceived ; upon which the duty of 
renewing those important negotia- 
tion , devolved, to his great regret, 
on the undersigned alone. 

His instructions werp of a cha- 
racter authorizing the hope that 
their result would be satisfactory ; 
his departure was hastened :* on 
his arrival in England, the 0/der 
in Council of .Inly last had already 
been enacted. Indeed, it appears 
that the determination not to rc- 
iio\vthe negotiations on the Coln- 
niiil luturcoiii'se, .iiul to ri'gulate it 
exclusively by acts of Parliament, 
had been taken belore July, 1825, 
when the acts to tlint elVect were 
passed. Had Mr. King been pro- 
vided with tlie same instructions, 
which the undersigned received, 
they' would havo been equally 
unavailing. 

Of that determination, the Gov- 
ernment of the United States had 
not the least notice. On the con- 
trary, ajthongh Mr. Vaughan’s 
communication offered flic oppor- 
tunity of making known the inten- 
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ment, positive assurance was given 
of its being prepared to proceed 
in the important negotiations, and 
that the negotiations would be 
forthwith resumed, without any 
suggestion that the colonial inter- 
course would form an exception. 

The Acts of Parliament of the 
year 1825, in which that intention 
was to be discovered, never wore 
otbeiaWy coinmunicaled. That of 
the 27th of June, passed only a 
few days before that of the 5th of 
July, and not specially repealed by 
it, was not calculated to elucidate 
the object in view; and several 
causes concurred to induce a be- 
lii'f, that this last act was not in- 
tended to aflect the trade between 
the British colonies and the Uni- 
ted Slates, as carried on under the 
act of June, 1822. 

This belief, and the reasons for 
it, were distinctly expressed in a 
letter from the Department of 
State to a member of Congress of 
the 25th December, 1825, a copy 
of which is enclosed. That let- 
ter was published in the American 
newspapers ; a copy was fur- 
nished to Mr. Vaughan ; and he 
is understood to have transmitted 
it to his government. 

That opinion was corroborated 
by the construfiion ultimately put 
on the act by the British authori- 
ties. It was thereby provided 
that certain privileges granted to 
foreign ships should be limited to 
the ships of those countries which 
sliould comply with the conditions 
therein stated, unless his Majesty, 
by his order in council, should in 
any case grant such privileges, al- 
though the conditions had' not 
been performed. And the act was 
declared^o come in full force and 
operation from the 5th of January, 
1826. It had at first been deter- 


mined ut Halifax, that the port, 
should accordingly be shut against 
Aiiieilcaii vessels alter that day. 
This decision was aflei wards re- 
voked, altiioimh the condition had' 
not been perlbrniell, and although 
no order in council had granted 
the privileges in iptesiioii. 

It now appears that the act of 
the 5th July, IS26, (6’tli Geo. IV., 
cap. U I ,) which contains no re- 
pealing clause of former acts, re- 
fers, under the name of the law of 
navigation, to another art of the 
same date ; (Gth (leo. IV., Cap. 
]69 ;) that this, although it con- 
tains also no repealing clause, is 
understood and construed as hav- 
ing superseded all former acts on 
the same subject ; and that the 
actual repeal of the act of 1822, 
(3 Geo. IV., cap. 41. sec. 3, 4,) is 
to be found in another act, also of 
the 5th of July, 1825, (6 Geo. IV., 
cap. 105,) entitled An act to re- 
peal the several laws relating to 
the customs.” 

The intricacy of those several 
acts, and the liifliculty of under- 
staniling their precise meaning, of 
ascertaining what parts of former 
acts were actu.illy repealed, and 
what still in force, a difficulty 
which, in the case of the Jubilee, 
seems to have led into error one of 
the highest tribunals of Great Bri- 
tain, may w«dl account for the 
construction put upon those acts 
in the United States ; atTording, at 
the same time, a sufficient reason 
fur having preferred a renewal of 
the negotiations to a pure accept- 
ance of the conditions contempla- 
ted by the act of the 5th July, 
1825, (f) Geo. IV., cap. 114,) 
had it been only for the purpose 
of ascertaining the true intent and 
meaning of the act. 
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Even so late as October last, 
Mr. Vaughan, as appears by his 
correspondence with Mr. Clay, 
was nut provided with instructions 
’that enabled him to give a satis- 
factory answei* to the inquiries, 
whether according to tlie British 
interpretation, AiiKirican vessels 
might trade between the llrifish 
colonies and foreign countries, and 
whether discriminating duties of 
every species had been abolished. 

The proposition made during 
the last Session of Contrress, and 
to which Mr. Canning has alluded, 
affords an additional proof of the 
imperfect understanding, owing to 
^^Ije complexness of the several acts 
of. parliament which at that time 
prevailed, resjtecting their true ol»- 
jeci and indention. That proposi- 
tion was only for a repeal of the 
discriminating duties, and, if a- 
dupted, would have been unavail- 
ing, since, not embracing a re- 
peal of the restrictions on the cir- 
cuitous inU.'rcourse, it is now un- 
derstood that it would not have 
been accepted by the British Gov- 
ernment, as a compliance with the 
condition required by the act of 
the 5th of July, 1825. 

It is not intended by those facts 
and observations to convey any 
reproaches against Ills Majesly^s 
Government on any account of 
the unexpected resolution which it 
has taken. But they satisfactorily 
show, that the United States could 
have entertained no doubt of tlia 
cbhiinued disposition of Great Bri- 
tain to settle tlie colonial inter- 
course by an amicable arrange- 
ment, and that there Were per- 
emptory reasons for preferring tliat 
mode rather than to legislate jon 
the subject. 

-Supposing even that the deter- 
•. mination of the British Govern- 


ment not to renew the negotiation 
on that point had been communi- 
cated or known, the specific con- 
dition on which American vessels 
might be allowed to participate in 
the intercourse between the United 
States and the British culunies, was 
so expressed In the act o1' PaiTia- 
iiicnt as to have required explana- 
tions before it could be complied 
with. 

The condition required from 
countries liaving colonies, was 
bo^h distinct and reciprocal. No- 
thing •more was asked than that 
they should grant to British ships 
the like privileges of trading with 
their colonial possessions, which 
were granted to their ships, of 
trading with the I ritish posses- 
sions abroad. No regard was paid 
to the importance of such colonial 
possessions. Sweden, by permit- 
ting British vessels to trade with 
the island of St. Barthokmiew, was 
allowed privileges which were^it- 
fered to the United Stales on jery 
difiereiU terms. And, with the ex- 
ception of some of the Geunan 
Slates, those terms applied to no 
other maritime power than the 
United States. All this Great Bri- 
tain had a right to do ; no com- 
plaint is prefuried on lliat account : 
it was the. condition which was 
required from them which they had 
to consider. 

That condition was, that the 
United Stales should place the 
commerce and navigation of this 
country, (Great Britain,) and of 
its possessions abroad, upon the 
footing of the most favoured na- 
tion. 

Had the conditum been limited 
to the commerce and navigation 
of the British colonies ; had it been 
so intended and expressed, as that 
the United States might have sa- 
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tisfied it, by placing the intercourse 
between their dominions and the 
British colonies on the same foot* 
ing in every resppet, as the inter- 
course between the United States 
and the colonies of the most 
favoured nation ; the condition, 
though • not altogether free of 
objection, would at least have 
been apparently reciprocal. To 
require besid<'s, that it should be 
extended to the commerce and na- 
vigation of Grc'at Britain general- 
ly, that it should embrace that in- 
tercourse between her and llv,^ Uni- 
ted States which is regulated by a 
special cunv(M>tiun,that tiiey should 
grant any privilege in that inter- 
course to Britisii vessels, not sti- 
pulated by that convention, as the 
price for the permission of trading 
with the British colonies, was a 
total departure from the principles 
of a just reciprocity. 

But it g,ppeanMl also extremely 
di^icult, if at all possible, to un- 
derstand what was nicunt — by 
placing that commerce and navi- 
gation on the footing of the most 
favoured nation. 

If Great Britain only asked to be 
placed on that footing, on giving 
the same equivalent which any 
other foreign nation may have 
given to the United States, in or- 
der to have privileges which she 
does not enjoy, tiie navigation law 
of the United States has already 
made provision in that respect. 
There is no privilege enjoyed in 
the United States, by the com- 
merce and navigation of any fo- 
reign nation, which Great Britain 
may not obtain, by allowing to 
them the same Veciprocal advanta- 
ges which they enjoy in^thc ports 
of such* foreign nation, and on 
which such privilege depends. To 
comply with the condition thus 


understood the United States would ■ 
have had no new act to perform. 
This could hardly be presumed to 
have been the intention of the act 
of Parliament. 

But if, by ^ thatiact, it was in- 
tended to require, as the condi- 
tion for alloivingto American ves- 
sels the privilege of trading with 
the British Colonies, that the com- 
merce and navigation of Great 
Britain and of her possessions a- 
broad, should, without any other 
equivalent, be generally placed on 
the same footing with the com- 
merce and navigation of any other 
foreign nation, which, by reason 
of reciprocal advantages allow(.d 
to American vessels, may, now 
hereafter, be entitled to greater 
privileges than Great Britain now 
enjoys, the condition was inad- 
missible. 

British vessels, and those of 
several other nations, may now, 
by virtue of treaty stipulations, or 
of other n?ciprocal regulations, im- 
port into the United Slates articles 
of the produce or manufacture of 
the countries to which such vessels 
respectively belong, on the same 
terms, and on the payment of the 
same duties of tonnage, and on the 
cargo, as if imported in American 
v<*ssels. In every instance the pri- 
vilege is reciprocal, and will cease 
with respect to any of those coun- 
iriesj whenever vessels of the Uni- 
ted Slates laden with produce of 
,the United States, may cease to be 
admitted into the ports of sUeh 
country on the same terms as its 
own vessels. \ 

In conformity with the naviga- 
tion law of the United States, the 
prohibition to import in foreign 
vessels, merchandise not the pro- 
duce of the country to which such 
vessels respectively belong, ex- 
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. tends only to the vessels of such 
nations as have adopted a similar 
iregfulntion. Irreal Britain is ac- 
cordingly one of the iew nations 
to which the prohibition applies. 

In pursuance of the treaty con- 
cluded in Dhccrober, 1825, be- 
tween the United States and Cen- 
tral America, whatever may he 
imported into or exported from 
either country in its own vessels, 
to or from any foreign place what- 
ever, may, in like manner, and 
on payment of the same duties, be 
iniported or exported in the ves- 
' scls of the other country. 

If, therefore, it, was meant by 
the condition rccpjircd, that the 
commerce and navigation of Great 
Britain, and of her possessions 
abroad, should be gratuitously 
and generally placed on the foot- 
ing of the most favoured nations, 
the United States, in order to 
comply with it, and as the price 
for the permission to trade with 
the British colonics, would have 
been obliged — 1. to admit the im- 
portation of British rnercliandise 
in British vessels, on the same 
terms, and on payment of the du- 
ties, as if imported in American 
vessels, although the convention 
of 1815 should have expired, and 
the corresponding privilege was 
no longer allowed to American 
wessels in British ports ; 2. to 
admit the importation in British 
vessels, of the produce of every 
foreign country, although the iri^- 
portation into British ports, of the 
like produce in American vessels, 
johould still bo prohibited ; 3. if 
the condition was intended to ap- 
ply to privileges granted subse- 
quent to the date of the act of Par- 
liament, to admit the importafion 
of such foreign produce in British 


vessels even without being charg- 
ed with any discriminating duties, 
and generally to allow to British 
vessels, without reciprocity, all 
the reciprocal advantages to which 
the vessels of Central America 
arc entitled. 

If this was not the intention of 
the act of Parliament, if the w'ords 
** commerce and navigation of 
this country,” were meant on- 
ly to include the circuitous inter- 
course, the expressions iise.i to 
convey that meaning must he ad- 
raitted to have been much too 
general. This last interpreta- 
tion has* been suggested only by 
the observations that have oc- 
curred in the course of Mr. Can- 
ning’s correspondence with the 
undersigned. If stich or any 
other ndiiiissiblo coristruction was 
intended, the most obvious way 
of preventing both an erroneous 
interpretation of the condition and 
any unfounded expehtations^ in 
reference to u renewal of the ne- 
gotiations, would have heen an 
uflicial communication of the act 
of Parliament, accompaniecT with 
a full and free explanation of the 
condition required, and of the in- 
tentions of His Majesty’s govern- 
ment on the whole subject. 

Tlic government of the United 
States is animatSd by tho most 
sincere desire to maintain with 
that of Great Britain not merely 
the forms of courtesy and amity, 

but to cultivate a cordial and last- 
ing friendship, to settle every con- 
troverted question between them 
upon principles of justice and re- 
ciprocity, and by an enlarged li- 
bemlity in their nfutiial intercourse 
to advaqce the real prosperity of 
both. * 

Entertaining this desire, it hag 
13 
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leamt with regret the resolution 
of His Majesty’s government to 
close the door against those friend- 
ly explanations, and that free and 
mutual exposition* of tho wishes 
and views of the parties, so es- 
sential between two nations whoso 
interests and happiness are so in- 
terwoven as those of Great Bri- 
tain and the United States, and 
which can be but partially and im- 
perfectly interchanged, if mu- 
tual legislation is suhsti luted to 
negotiation and to the ordinary 
mode of (renting. 

As the only alternatiyo which 
this course has left, it was the 
President’s intention to lay the 
whole correspondence which has 
passed between the two govern- 
ments on that subject, including 
the instructions given to the seve- 
ral American IMinisters near His 
Britannic Mujcsty, before Con- 
gress at their present session. 

it will remain with that body to 
decide, whether tho Colonial In- 
tercourse shall be altogether clos- 
ed, whether that portion of it left 
open by tho Order in Council 
shall continue so, or on what con- 
ditions compatible with tho inter- 
ests of the United States that 
trade may be placed. 

The undersigned has been fur- 
ther instructed to give at the same 
time to His Majesty’s govern- 
ment, the assurance, that iiotwitii- 
standingits late decision, that of 
the United States will be ready 
at Washington, or at London, to 
treat of the Colonial intercourse, 
whenever it may be the desire or 
inclination of Great Britain to ne- 
gotiate on that subject. The un- 
dersigned. &c. 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 

TheRt. Hon. Geo. Canning, &c. 


JHr. Secretary Canning to Albert - 
Gallatin, tlstj. 

Forpi":n Ollirp, Jun. 27, 1R27. 

The undersigned, &c. has the 
honour to acknowledge the notfr 
addressed to him on tlie 2Stii ult. 
by Mr. Gallatin, &c. in replying 
to which the undprsigned will, us 
far as possible^ coniorm liimselfto 
the example of Mr. Gallatin, in 
putting aside those points of tho 
ipiesiion iu agitation Inlween 
them, which hare b(*t‘n already 
exhausted iti argument, and tho 
fiirtliar diseuss/on o/’ iihich uviJJ 
not tend to any practical advan- 
tage. 

The parts of Mr. Gallatin’s last 
note, wlucli appear to the untler- 
signed to rctpiirc any observalioii, 
relate to matters rather of fact 
than of reasoning. 

Mr. Gallatin complains that tho 
act of Parliament of 1825, was 
not ofTicially commnnicated to tho 
Government of the United States. 

It is perfectly true that it was 
not ; nor has it been the habit of 
, the two Governments to commu- 
nicuto reciprocally to each other 
acts of their respective Lcgisla^ 
tures. 

The act of Congress of 1S23, 
— an act the provisions of which 
specially aifcctcd Great Britain — 
was not oflicially communicated, 
either to the King’s Minister at 
WashingUm, or to his Majesty’s 
Govenimcut by the American 
Minister rc.sidcut at this Court, 
So far from any such communica- 
tion being made, or any voluntary 
explanalion of the bearing of that 
act beingViflered, it was not till af- 
ter repeated and pressing inquU 
ries, that Ilis Majesty’s Minister 
at VVasIiington succeeded in ob- 
taining from the American Secre« 
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"‘tary of State, the true construc- 
‘ tion of the most important clause 
of that act, the clause in which the 
United States claimed that their 
, trade to the British West India co- 
lonies should J)c put on the same 
footing with the trade to the same 
colonics from ‘elsewhere;’ and 
"learnt, to his great* astonishment, 
that under the word ‘ cls(?\vhcrc,* 
was intended to he sigriilied, not 
only the other dependencies of 
Great Britain, hut the mother 
country itself. 

.T!ic undersignedj at the same 
' time, begs that it may not he sup- 
posed that the British Government 
withheld from the (xovernment of 
the United States cornmuiiication 
(Jf the act of Parliament of 1825, 
from any notion of retaliation for 
the omission of the Government 
of the United States to communi- 
cate to that of llis Majesty the 
act of Congress of 1S2U. 

lie refers to that instance of 
omission on the part of the Ame- 
rican Government only in proof. 

First, That the ordinary and 
natural course between States, is 
not to make diplomatic communi- 
cations of the acts of the respec- 
tivo legislatures; and secondly, 
that no inference could be drawn 
from such an omission on the one 
side, any more than on the other, 
'of (what the undersigned disclaims 
for his govcrnincnt) an intentional 
want of courtesy or respect. 

But^lie act of 1825 did not r(v 
late specially to the United States. 
It hold out to all nations of the 
^'world certain benefits, (or what 
were believed by the Biltish Gov- 
ernment to be so,) on certain con- 
ditions. 

If a communication of the act 
hhd been made to one nation, it 


must have been made alike to all. 
Such communication would have 
been liable to ditferent misrepre- 
sentations : some governments 
might have considered it as a so- 
licitation to which they were bound 
in courtesy to give some answer, 
explaining their reasons. for decli- 
ning (if they did decline) to avail 
themselves of the provisions of 
the act: others might perhaps 
have taken umbrage at it, as an 
iinauthorilativc pretension to im- 
po.se the legi.slation of this country 
upm^olher nations. 

The simplest course was to 
allow the provision^ of the act to 
find their way to general know- 
ledge through the usual channels 
of commercial information. 

The undersigned has no reason 
to apprehend that this course has 
proved less effectual on the pre- 
sent than on former occasions. 

The conditions of^thc act of 
1825 have Ixien accepted and car- 
ried into effect by some govern- 
ments : that of the United Slates 
has not thought it expediept to 
take advantage of them. But 
the undersigned cannot but be 
still of opinion, that the Resolu- 
tion proposed by the House of 
Representatives, at Washington, 
at the beginning pf the last ses- 
sion of Congress, for the express 
purpose of urging the Executive 
Government of the United States 
to come into the terms of the act 
of 1825, the debates which took 
place upon that proposition, and 
a final rejection of it by a majority 
of only two votes, show that it was 
not for want of a ;?uflicient under- 
standing of the intent of the act of 
Parliamint, that the coiplilions of 
it were not accepted by the United 
States. 
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To one piece of evidence, which 

proves the perfect understanding 
in America, not only of the purport 
and provisions of the Act of Par- 
liament of 1825, but of the condi- 
tions which it would be requisite for 
the American Legislature to per- 
form in order to entitle the United 
States to the benefit of that act, 
the undersigned might have scru- 
pled to refer, (as not being of the 
nature of a Diplomatic document,) 
if Mr. Gallatin had not encouraged 
him to bring forward any docu- 
ment tending to throw light or: the 
matter in dispute, by citing, in sup- 
port of his owmview of that mat- 
ter, a private letter from Mr. Clay, 
to a member of Congress. 

Early in the Session of Con- 
gress of 1825-26, a petition from 
^ Baltimore was presented to both 
Kouscs of the American Legisla- 
ture, in which petition it was dis- 
tinctly pointed out, that the British 
Act of Parliament of July, 1825, 
had pot only manifested the readi- 
ness of this country to remove all 
discriminating duties, but also to 
permit American ships to clear out 
from British Colonies, not, as 
theretofore, to the ports of the 
United States only, but to all parts 
of the world, (the United King- 
dom and its Dependencies alone 
excepted.) 

The petition, with equal dis- 
tinctness, invited the attention of 
tho American Legislature to the 
COnditiona on which these advan- 
tages might be secured to the 
United States, and prayed for the 
removal of the several restrictions 
imposed by the ^American act of 
1823, not of ‘ the discriminafing 
duties’ only, but of the pi!V>hibition 
of what is called by Mr. Gallatin 
* the circuitous intercourse in Bri- 


tish ships;* tho petitioners ex- ** 
press/y submitting to Congress the. 
propriety of admitting firitiah ves- 
sels, from whatever ports, on the 
same terms as the vessels of the 
most favoured nations. | 

It appears from the reports of 
tho proceedings of Congress, that 
it was against tlie prayer of this 
petition, (but without impeach- 
ment of any of its allegations) that 
the decision of the American Le- 
gislature, at the close of the Ses- 
sion, was taken ; it cannot be 
doubted, therefore, that the Ame- 
rican Legislature had the whole 
purport nrid bearing of the act of 
1825 full before their eyes. 

The fact that some of the Bri- 
tish Authorities abroad took upon 
themselves to suspend the execu- 
tion of the act of 1825, towards 
the United States, is undonied. 

But the only effect of this sus- 
pension was — the continuance of 
the benefits of the then existing 
state of things to the United States, 
for nearly a twelve month longer 
than they would have otherwise 
enjoyed it. 

That continuance was permitted 
by the British Government, main- 
ly in consideration of the then 
pendency, in the Lcgi.s]ature of 
the United States, of the Resolu- 
tion herein before mentioned, for 
conforming to the conditions of 
the act of 1825. 

Immediately upon tho receipt of 
dUtlientic intelligence of these pro- 
ceedings at Washington, an in- 
struction was sent out to Mr. 
Vaughan, grounded on the belief^' 
of the British Government, that 
Congress would not separate with- 
out adopting tho resolution then 
under their consideration. In that 
caso, and upon receiving an assn- 
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Tance from the American Covern- 
' inent that the restrictions and 
charges on British shipping, and 
British Colonial produce, would 
. bo withdrawn hy the United ^States, 
Mr. Vaughan, was authorized to 
deliver a note to the American Sc* 
cretary of State, declaring — that 
the discriminating duties imposed 
upon American ships and their 
cargoes in the West Lidics should 
immediately ccaso. IMr. Vaughan 
was actually in possession of this 
instruction, when the resolution, 
on tho assumed ado[)tion of 
'which the instruction to Mr. 
Vaughan had been founded, was 
rejected. It was no part of l\lr. 
Vaughan’s duly to make any com- 
munication upon the subject to the 
American Govcrnujcnt before tho 
result of the discussion was ascer- 
tained. After that result, (wholly 
unexpected in this country,) any 
such communication would have 
been not only useless, hut might, 
perhaps, have been considcrenl as 
an improper appeal against the 
formal decision of the American 
Legislature. 

That Mr. Vaughan should not 
afterwards have been authori'/cd 
to enter into any discussion of tho 
Provisions of the act of 1825, * so 
late as October last,’ is not sur- 
prising, when it is considered tliat 
Mr. Vaughan immediately after 
the close of tho Session of Con- 
gress, was instructed to announce 
the intention of his .i\lajcsty\) 
(Tovornmciit to paf^s the Order in 
Council of July, (consequent up- 
'on the decision of tho American 
Legislature,) by which'thc terms 
of the act of 1825 wore virtually 
declined. • 

^ Mr. Gallatin accounts for the 
rejection of the resolution pro- 


posed to the American Legisla- 
ture, by the persuasion, which, he 
says, the Government of the Uni- 
ted States entertained, that the ne- 
gotiation on the subject of the Com- 
mercial ifit(.‘rcoursc between the 
United States and the British West 
India Colonies would he renewed. 

I'lic undersigned is at a loss to 
understand on uhat ground it was 
assumed at Washington, that there 
would ho at all times, on unabated 
disposition on the part of the Bri- 
tish Government to make the trade 
of if^j Wcht India Colonies the 
subject of diplomatic arrangement. 

The circumstances of the case 
were entirely changed. 

llcpeatcd negotiation had failed 
to produce any material approxi- 
mation of opinions upon that sub- 
ject. 

The lapt attempt at an adjust- 
ment had been made, with an 
evident conviction otuboth sides, 
that there existed between them an 
unconquerabh; dillerence of princi- 
ple ; and that it was by that dif- 
ference, rather than by any.deci- 
ded irreconcilahleness of inter- 
ests, that a satisfactory arrange- 
ment was rendered hopeless. 

The nature of that diflerence 
has been siiflieienlly discussed ; 
it lies in the deter^iiination of the 
United States to dispute, and in 
that of Great Britain to maintain, 
the established distinction be- 
tween general and colonial trade. 

Great Britain had, therefore, an 

obvious motive for doing thence- 

forw'ard whatever she might think 
it right to do, in relaxation of her 
colonial system, .rather by the in- 
strumentalily of her own legisla- 
ture tlftin by compsi:t with a 
state with which she disagreed in 
opinion, as to the principles of 
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colonial trade, so widely, that it 
would have been impossible to 
construct a preamble to a treaty 
on that subject, in the enuncia- 
tions of which the two contracting 
parties should have concurred. 

But there was yet another rea- 
son for avoiding further negotia- 
tions upon the subject. 

Hitherto, when the trade with 
the British West India Colonics 
had been opened at all, it had 
been opened ch icily, though not 
exclusively, to the United States. 

To no other country had it been 
opened by spccitic and positive 
convention. « 

But a time had now arrived, 
when from motives of general 
policy, Great Britain thought it 
advisable to allow access to her 
colonies to all foreign powers, 
without exception, on conditions 
tendered alike to all. 

Such iRdiscriminate opening 
could only be cHected by some 
process common to all those who 
were permitted or invited to take 
advantage of it ; impartiality was 
thus maintained toward.s all par- 
ties, and the power of control 
over her own colonies was, at tho 
same time, retained in the hands 
of the mother country. 

The undersigned believes that 
he has now touched on every 
topic in the last note addressed to 
him by Mr. Gallatin, to which he 
had not had occasion to advert in 
former stages of their correspon- 
dence. lie will not allow him- 
self to be drawn again into a dis- 
cussion of topics already more 
than sufficiently .debated. 

The undersigned trusts that it 
is unnecessary for him, in conclu- 
ding this note, to return to Mr. 
Gallatin’s assurances of the friend- 


ly disposition of the IFnited States 
of America, assurances equally 
sincere tiuit there is the most cor- 
dial desire, on the part of Great 
Britain, to cultivate the friendship 
of the United Staley. 

Tlic ties of common origin, 
laws, and language, must always 
form .strong bonds of national al- 
liance belweiMi them. Their res- 
pective interests, well understood, 
liarmoni/e together as much as 
their feelings. 

But it has never yet been held 
a duty of inlcrnatioiiiil amity (any 
more than of friend>hip in private 
life) to submit to unequal com- 
pacts. Nor 1ms it ever been held 
an oflence against .such duty, that 
a nation (any more than an indi- 
vidual) should decline to make such 
uncompensated .sacrifices. 

Between two nations as be- 
tween two individuals most friend- 
ly to each other, there may some- 
times hnp[>eii, unfortunately, to 
exist some known subject of in- 
curable diffijrcnco of opinion. In 
any such case it is perhaps most 
advisable to keep tliat subject as 
mucii as possible out of sight, and 
to take care that it shall not inter- 
fere with the tenor of their gene- 
ral intercourse, and of their habi- 
tual relations. 

The refusal to regulate the 
trade of our colonies by a com- 
mercial treaty, which the British 
Government may think (even if 
erroneously) disadvantageous to 
its interests, cannot give just 
cau.se of oifunco to any power 
whatever. 

In thc~ present instance, the 
undersigned is most happy to be 
abl^to qualify such refusal with 
the declaration, that it is not in 
any degree dictated by sentiments 
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.either unfriendly or disrespectful 
to the United States, or by any 
indifference to the amicable ad- 
justment of all other questions at 
present pending between them 
and Great Britain. 

Of these questions, one has 
been already happily arranged 
■ since JMr. Gallatin’s arrival in this 
country. 

The undersigned looks for- 
ward with eonlidence, no less 
than with an.\i(My, to such an ar- 
lanL'omont of the remainder as, 
cflliciiig all traces of past discus- 
sions, and satislyiiig all fair and 
reasonable pielensions on both 
sides, imiy secure, lor a long 
period of years to c.oriio, recipro- 
csil good understanding and good 
will between the two kindred na- 
tions. 

The undersigned has the honor, 
&c. 

GEORGE (BANNING. 
Albeut Gakeatin, Esq. &c. &c. 

DEPARTMEyT OF FtATE, > 

1 Mh 1 >^ 27 , ) 

TO ALBERT GALLATIN, 

Envoy Extraordinary and Minis- 
ter PUnipokntiari/ to Great 

Jiritain. 

Sir : In the letter which I ad- 
dressed to you, on the 20th nl- 
tinio, I stated that it was my in- 
lentioii, in a few d.ays, to prepare 
and transmit to you some instruc- 
tions on the subject of the colo- 
nial trade. I shall now cxecul* 
that intention ; but befwe I pro- 
ceed to the specific directions re- 
quired by the present state of it, 
some few observations appear to 
be called for, on the two notes of 
Mr. Canning, iiiulcr date the IJlb 
November of the last, and 27th 
January of the present year. In 


submitting these, it is not desired 
to subdue the repugnance which 
Mr. Canning expresses against 
being drawn a^^ain into a discus- 
sion of topics already more than 
sulllciontly debated.” But, whilst 
the diplomatic relations between 
the two countries rcrniiin open, 
ami sentiments of amity are pro- 
fessed on both sides, it would 
seem more consistent with that 
profession, and more in that spirit 
of candour us well as courtesy, 
which ought to animate the corn- 
ers ol liicndlv nations, to be will- 
ing both to give and to icceive the 
correction of any iqjsappreheiision 
imrler which either may be labour- 
ing, tlian to permit such inis- 
appruhensioii to continue, jier- 
hups, to the prcjuilico of both. 
The L'nited States at least, whoso 
whole course on this subject lias 
ever been sincere, direct and 
open ; who have novey sought to 
arrogate to themselves any right 
or claim to question the powejr of 
Great Britain to give the law to 
her own colonies, nor advigiced 
any other claim on llieir part, than 
the riglit to regulate their own 
commerce with foreign nations on 
fair and equal terms, owe it to 
themselves to disavow those pecu- 
liar and cxoibitiyit pretensions 
which arc intimated, in no very 
obscure terms, in the two notes 
of Mr. Canning ; and to deny, in 
the most explicit manner, the re- 
jection of any friendly overture 
from Great Britain, founded on 
equality with regard to this trade, 
which has ever been distinctly and 
intelligibly oftorc^ to their choice. 
Tobnputc the contrary course of 
action tci the Governmc,|it of the 
United States, and to express, in 
the same paper, a determination 
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not to be drawn again into the 
further discussion of these topics, 
would seem to he closing the 
door studiously against all expla- 
nation, and not to harmonise very 
happily, cither with professions of 
friendship, or with that natural res- 
pect and forbearunee which have 
usually characterized thu inter- 
course of equal nations in modern 
times. Tiie United States, how- 
ever, disposed rather to heal than 
to inflict wounds, and taking more 
pleasure in rctnoving than in crea- 
ting causes of dissatisfaction and 
complaint, are desirous that the 
Court of Great Rritain shall he 
set right as to certain matters of 
fact, and certain principles of [loli- 
cy, maintained on our pari, with 
regard to which, that Court is 
manifestly yet in error, and which 
seem to have had a material in- 
fluence on their own d(3cisions. 
Until thosc^ errors shall have been 
removed by a full and candid ex- 
planation, we shall not he satisfi- 
ed that we have done all wo ought 
to do to extirpate this germ of mi,s- 
understanding, and to restore 
those commercial relations be- 
tween the two countries, which 
we are not less convinced than 
Mr. Canning, that it is equally 
the interest of both to maintain. 

The general proposition laid 
down by Mr. Canning, that there 
is a right in a mother country 
(universally admitted among na- 
tions) to interdict to foreign na- 
tions a trade with her colonies, 
never has been controverted by 
this Government. Rut that is a 
very different proposition from the 
question which has been under 
discussioq between the two Gov- 
ernments : which is, whether 
when the parent country, relax- 


ing its colonial monopoly, chooses 
to open tiic trade of its colonics to 
foreign nations, these nations 
have not a right to examine, for 
themselves, the terms on which it 
is so npuned, and to treat of such 
inodiiications of tliern as will se- 
cure reciprocity in the mutual in- 
tercourse. To contend that the 
parent country, in the case of such 
open trade, may exclusively pre- 
scribe the conditions on \yhich it 
shall be carried on w'ilh foreign 
pow’crs, to wijiclj conditions, with- 
out regard for tlicir interests, they 
must submit, would he, in effect, 
to assume a right of legislation, 
not for the colonies only, hut for 
such foriMgn powers. It is al- 
leged by Mr. Canning, that 1:0 
other nation than the United 
States has ever complained of the 
interdiction of the trade to the co- 
lonics ; because in all ages, all na- 
tions, having colonics, have main- 
tained such an interdiction.’* If 
(ireat Rritain had maintained the 
most rigorous prohibition of all in- 
tercourse between her colonics 
and this country, we should have 
had no right to complain, and wo 
never sliould have complained. 
Our rights begin at that precise 
point when she chooses to allow a 
trade between her colonies and 
the United States. At that mo- 
ment she departs from the princi- 
ple of her colonial monopoly. At 
that moment a new party (the Uni- 
ted States) is brought forward, 
niid what before was under the ex- 
clusive control of one, becomes 
now a matter of consideration and 
arrangement between two. It is 
not at all extraordinary, that if, as 
is Alleged by Mr. Canning, prior 
to the passage of the act of Par- 
liament of July, 1825, no other 
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.foreign nation than tlio Unitud 
'• States had any trade with tlio IVi- 
tish colonics, there should have 
been no complaints in regard to 
. the terms of intorcourso permitted 
by the British Government, put 
forward by other foreign nations. 
Where there is no commerce, in 
■fact, there can be no cause of ob- 
jection as to tlie abstract condi- 
tions on which it is proposed. Be- 
sides, most of the coninicrcial na- 
tions of Europe arc, at the same 
time, colonial powers ; and it may 
be. quite as convenient to them as 
to Great Britain, to assume tlic 
right to prescribe, o:icliisivcly, the 
terms on which the iiitercourso 
between their colonics and fo- 
reign States shall be allowed. Vve 
have seen, too, in the act of 1S25, 
more favourable condiiioiis olicred 
by Great Britain to the colonial 
powers than to other nations. It 
would have been very re markable 
if any of those powers had refu- 
sed to accept such conditions. 
But the fact of acceptance im- 
plies the right of deliberation, 
and the consequent power of re- 
jection. 

So far as Mr, Canning places 
tho right to trade l)Ct\vocntbe Uni- 
ted States and tho Ih'itisli colo- 
nies, in British vessels alone, on 
the ground of usage, neither the 
principle nor the fact can be a«l- 
mitted to be with him. As to the 
first, a nation may find its interests 
in tolerating, even for a long tiinq, 
a trade winch is prosecuted on 
unequal or unjtist terms, ft may 
not be its pfjiicy to foster its 
navigation. It may find compen- 
sation in .somo branch of its fo- 
reign trade with oilier nations. 
But, from whatever cause it may 
choose to submit to tlic injustice. 


no lengtli of time can so fur sanc- 
tion it, as to confer u right on tho 
power which puts forth unequal 
regulations, to insist upon their 
niiinterruptcd Continuance ; and 
it indisputably belongs to the parly 
suffering under such injustice, to 
put an end to the unequal state of 
things whenever he thinks proper. 
As to the fact of this alleged 
usage, neither power can fairly go 
hack to any period beyond the 4tli 
of duly, 1776. Tlie usage on 
which Mr. Canning rests the Bri- 
Ifch ^monopoly of the colonial 
trade, as.it existed anterior to that 
epoch, would ton^ as much to 
pnsfain our side of the argument 
as the British. But, as Great 
Britain then gave law to the thir- 
teen colonies, afterwards forming 
the United States, as well as to 
the British West India eolonios, 
no argument can he rightl’ully 
drawn from tlie state 9 rthe usage 
prior to that period. During,thc 
war which Kiiccccdcd, all cem- 
nicrco between tho United JsTtaies 
and the "IVest India colonies was 
interrupted, rcaeo w as restored on 
the :^Gth day of November, 17&2. 
Nov.*, if tlic usage contended for 
had exi.''lc(l, without disliirbanco 
from that day down to ISIS, the 
duration of lime would have hardly 
been Mdlicient, in the aiVairs of na- 
tions, to create any right by pic- 
sciiption. 

But how stands the fact t From 
tlic date of the peace, up to that 
of the formation, in 1789, r.f the 
present Conslituli«in of the United 
States, tlio history of tho Ivo 
countries pre.-^eiil.'i Ih cuent rdiug- 
glcn on tho sulijcot of ihi.'j \ery 
coloiiial# nude. Sever:! I of tiin 
States soiiL’lit, by tlieir own sepa- 
rate h'gi.'lanrn, t»> terure for 
1 ) 


( 
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themselves a participation in it. 
The powers of tho Old Congress, 
under tho Articles of Confedera- 
lion, were incompetent to the 
adoption and entbreement of a 
system of regulations for the trade, 
which should countervail those of 
Great Britain ; and this incompe- 
tency was one of the most opera- 
tive inducements which led to tho 
establishment of our present Con- 
stitution. From that time down 
to the close of the European war, 
the trade had been generally open 
to the navigation of the Unitt^d 
States, by repeated acts of British 
authority. Since the establish- 
ment of our present Constitution, 
further, since the peace of 1782, 
the trade has been open to us a 
longer period of time than it has 
been shut; and, if the right were 
to he decided by the mere fact of 
the greater duration of the usage, 
one way or other, the right would 
be with us. 

Mr. Canning states these relax- 
ations did nothing more than per- 
mit British vessels to bring cermin 
articles into tho colonial ports di- 
rectly from the place of thoir pro- 
duction, instead of circuitously 
through the United Kiiigdotn ; 
and that it was a mere inunicipai 
concern, whicl; did not vary the 
exclusive character of the colonial 
system. But they did soniething 
more. Whilst the supplies from 
Che colonics, and their exports, 
were drawn through the mother 
country, the commerce of that 
mother country being open to the 
United States, their navigiition 
could fuir]y*partir;ip;itc in the trade. 
But when British vessels were' al- 
lowed a direct trade between the 
colonies and the United States, 
to the exclusion of American ship- 
ping, it put an end to the circuit- 


ous trade; and the navigation of^ 
tho United States, if they submit- 
ted to the British monopoly of this 
direct trade, would be deprived 
of their /.'lir proportion of the 
transportation of tlic subjects of 
colonial commerce, which they 
would have enjoyed through the 
parent country. 

Whatever may he the abstract 
rights of (rrcat Britain uiul tiie 
United States, in respect to the 
regulation of an intercourse be- 
tween the British West India co- 
lonies and the United States, 
Great Britain did, in fact, conscMit 
to negotiate on that subject. She 
might have taken, and adhered to, 
the ground that she would not 
treat : but she did not. By con- 
senting to treat, .and by inviting 
the American (iovernment to re- 
new the negotiation, as late as 
March, 1S26, more than eight 
months after the date of the act 
of Farlinmont, in July, 1825, we 
were forbidden to anticipate that 
without any sort of intimation, tho 
door of negotiation was to be sud- 
denly cl()sc<l. If we had no right 
to nssiiine that tiiorc would he, 
at all times, an unabated disposi- 
tion, on the part of the British 
Government, to make the trade of 
the West India Oolonics the sub- 
ject of iliplomatic arrangonicnt,” 
it must bo admitted that our sur- 
prise was quite natural that you, 
who w'cn' sent to England, ainoUg 
etlier reasons, in coiiscquoncc of 
tiiat very intinialion in March, 
should, u|)on your arrival there in 
ihn succeeding July, and before-., 
lire presentation of your creden- 
tials, he unexpectedly met hy the 
annunciation of a measure arrest- 
ing, at the threshold, all negotia- 
tion on the colonial trade. 

When two nations undertake to 
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arrange a matter of common in- 
•tcrest between them in a given 
mode, if one of them, not only 
without, but in opposition to, notice 
.to the other, should itself pro- 
ceed, exclusively, to regulate, by 
a ditierent and less friendly mode, 
that interest, it cannot be denied 
that there is just ground of com- 
plaint. Undoubtedly it is within 
the competence of a nation to re- 
fuse, after agreeing to negotiate, 
or to break a negotiation in any 
stage of its progress, without as- 
certaining the practicability of an 
amicable adjustment ; hut this is 
not according to prevailing usage 
among friendly states. 

^VG must think tliat the frank- 
ness of friendly correspondence 
rc(|uircd of the British (lovern- 
nicnt to communicate the change 
of its resolution as to the manner of 
regulating the colonial trade, and 
at the same time an oillcial com- 
munication of the act of Parlia- 
ment of Jidy, 1825. Had such 
communications been made, tho 
American Government would have 
been prepared to consider, during 
the succeeding session of Con- 
gress, the conditions offered in 
that act. And, upon receiving 
from the British Government thoso 
explanations which the ambiguity 
of the act rendered necessary, 
Congress could have passed an 
act which might havo proved satis- 
factory to both parties. By the 
forbearance to make those com-* 
munications, wc remained in en- 
tire ignorance of the altered pur- 
poses of tho British Guvcrmuciit, 
and in full confidence tliat it >vas 
their desire, as it was our expec- 
tation, to arrange tho iulercour«c 
by convention. 

Xltbough, aa is alleged by Mr. 
Canning, it is not the habit of the 


two Governments reciprocally to 
communicate to each other all 
tlio acts of their respective Le- 
gislatures, when a particular act 
is passed which is intended to put 
aside a negotiation contemplated 
by both parties, there is an evi- 
dent fttness, if not obligation, in 
point of frankness, to communi- 
cate it ; and there is believed to 
be no example in which, under 
such circumstances, any Govern- 
ment has failed to communicate 
its act. 

But >1* has not been the prac- 
tice of the two Governments to 
interchange tho \^hole body of 
their respective statutes, it has 
been usual, at least on the part of 
this Government, to communicate 
those which arc the objects of ne- 
gotiation. Kepoated instances of 
such communications of acts of 
Congress imposing commercial 
restrictions, occurred during tho 
late European war ; and tho con- 
vention of 1S16, with Great Bri- 
tain, was made in pursuance of 
an act of Congress, which .was 
oHiciall y commuincalcd to the Bri- 
tish Govcrninent. 

So far from being accurate is 
the statement that the act of Con- 
gress of March, 1S23, w’as not 
communicated to^ tho British 
]Ministcr at Washington, that the 
bill during its progress in Congress, 
and in the form in which it pass- 
ed, w'as coniniiinicated to him by 
the Secretary of State, and it be- 
came tliG topic of ofticial con- 
ference and correspondence while 
on its passage, and of oflicial cor- 
respondence beti^ccn them, in 
less \han a month after its enact- 
ment. • • 

Wc do not mean now to allege 
that tho omission to communicate 
the British act, was an intentional 
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discourtesy towards the Ameri- 
can Government ; but we do 
mean to aver that that omission, 
and ihe neglect to inlbrni us that the 
act was to siipcrscdo all negotia- 
tion, combined with t/ie explicit 
invitation ol' Mr. Vaughan to re- 
new the negotiation, given ns late 
as March, 1826, had the eilect of 
misleading us in regard to the 
views of the British CiovemmciU. 
It was to this end only that rcler- 
ence was made in your instruc- 
tions of the 1 tth of November last, 
to the letter which had been ad- 
dressed from the Department of 
State to u JMcmber of Congress, 
'riiat letter, which was never ]»ri- 
vate, acrjiiircd, by lM?ing published 
in the gazettes of the day, and a 
copy of it having been, at the time, 
furnished to Mr. Vaugliau, and 
transmitted by him to his (iov- 
eriimeiit, a public, if not diploma' 
tic characU r, wliicli I'lirly eiuiiled 
it to be cited evidencing the 
known views taken at Washing- 
ton of the British act. The opinion 
expressed in lluit letter, that ne- 
gotiation, and not legislation, was 
the iiislrument, in the contempla- 
tion of both Governments, by 
which they intended to regulate 
the colonial intercourse, was sub- 
sequently confirmed by ilie for- 
bearance of the British Govern- 
ment to enforce? the act of Parlia- 
ment towards the United States, 
And yet, that very forbearance, 
which had the efifect of deceiving 
us, though certainly not so intend- 
ed, is now brouglit forward as a 
reason for declining to treat, and 
for closing the colonial ports. It 
is alleged, by Mr. Cannings to 
have been in cnnsideraiion of 
the pendV?ncy of the proposition 
before Congress, for conforming 
to the conditions of the act of 1 82.'>. 


If that had been stated at Ihe time,- 
we should not have been d«’celved, 

Allliougli that act did not relate 
specially ti) the I niled Slates, but 
addressed its. If lo all the foreign 
powers, the United Slates were 
ibe only power with vvhitli Great 
Britain was negotiating on its 
subject matter. And, as it now 
ap]>ears tltat it was intended to be 
a substitute fur the negotiation, it is 
diflicnlt to resist a conviction of 
the obvious propriety of its being 
communicated to the American 
Guverninont, even admitting such 
a coniinuiiication to have been un- 
necessary to othi'i* Powers. 

Whilst the (lovernnient of the 
United States must <?ver insist that, 
so long as there is an intercourse 
betwt'en them and the British co- 
lonies, they have a clear right to 
participate in the regulation of 
that {iitercoui\se, their 'attachment 
to any specific mode oi regulation 
has never be»‘n so strong as to ex- 
clude the ficcom|}1isliment of that 
object in any oilier mode. They 
liave preferred that it should be 
elfi-cted by convention ; because, 
in that way, it would be more cer- 
tain, binding, and dnruble, and, 
moreover, conforinuble to what 
they had just reason to suppose 
w<?re the wishes of tin? British Gov- 
ernment. Had tiny been ap- 
prized that it was the choice of 
that Government to rogiilale the 
trade by mutual acts of separate 
I(?gisIation, they could have bad 
no (lifiiculty in adapting tlicir mea- 
sures, in that respect, to those of 
the Briiisli Government. 

Mr. Canning slates : “ that iho'" 
art of 1S2.'3, ofiTercil like terms to 
all nations who were willing to 
pwrclinse tin? right to trade with 
the colonies. Some have acceded 
to the terms. I’lie United States 
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•wmM not. They cannot feel it 

* unkind or unjust that, having, 
upon a iroo and (as is known from 
the public procccrlings of their 

• Legislature) deliberate considera- 
tion, dcclmcd^o subscribe tu the 
terms on wliich exception fioin 
colonial prohibition was i(i]])arfial- 
ly tendered to all nations, they 
should find themselves, in com- 
mon with such of those nations as 
have decided like themselven, lia- 
ble to that exclusion which is, and 
always has been, the general 
principle of colonial trade.” 

No exc(!j)linn need now he ta- 
ken to the reg'.ilarily ot‘ a foreign 
Govcrniucnt in rcforrlng to. the 
j)rocLcdIngs of llie Legislature ef 
another nalion, wliich have tern.i- 
nated in no afiirinalivo act, al- 
tlmiigli the piactice of a for< ien 
Government hxiki’ig any v, hc'*c 
but to the rslahli ;Ii(;d organ of 
intcrnationril intereourso for the 
acts and resolutions of Govern- 
ment, iniglit have a most mis- 
chievous tendency. 

independent of all other con- 
.sidcratioiis, the dani-er i.-*, if a 
foreign Governinenl imdc; lakes 
to enter the halls of doinosiic. Le- 
gislation, in order to coinprehc’ul 
the voles aial re^ohuior.s on inea- 
siirca wdiich have not been matu- 
red into the f<irm of any legisla- 
tive act, that such foreign Govern- 
ment may misconceive the motives 
and bearing of those votes und 
resolutions. Native citi/ens ofti!*ii 
Hud it diiricult clearly to compre- 
, licnd all the causes, in numerous 
assemblies, which may have oc- 
casioned I lie failure or passage of 
any given measure, or to assign, 
with certainty, the spccilic reason 
which may have led to either of 
ihose results. 


Wc are quite sure that Mr. 
Canning had no wish to miscon- 
ceive the proceedings which took 
place ill Congress, in the session 
ef 1825—26, 'in relation to tho 
culoniul question ; and yet he has 
greatly misconceived them. lie 
is even mislakcii as to the branch 
of Congnjss in which those pro- 
ceedings were had. There was 
no rcHolntion proposed in the 
House of llopresrntatives, and, 
con?eqni;ntly, no debate and de- 
cision upon it, siicli as he de- 
sfci il^cs. h or tlic purpose of cor- 
rccling the errors into which ho 
has been uiKnleulieiially drawn, 

I will now lake some notice of 
tho e procoi dings. 

It i-; pejicily liT.c, that, al- 
(lio’igb ll;e llritish Government 
nvaioiio rt!r*i:il comniunication of 
fiio act of rarliamcnt of July, ' 
1S25. the Anu rb-m tiovernmont, 
noverrl;C'!«,'sH, obtained possession 
ofaoopvofit. • 

li is also true, lliat such ^ pe- 
tition from baitimoie, as Mr. 
Canning di.sL riles, was prej^outed 
to t'ougress. 

Lnt it should bo romarked, that 
the peLilloncrs were r.iiiuroimed of 
the lu'gt'tialiouy of 1S24, or of 
tile corvcsnondencc wliich svihse- 
ipienily parsed lyi'twciMi tlic two 
Govornintuits on the colonial sub- 
ject. And it is not, therefore, 
improbable, that, if they had been 
aware that the Ameiicun Govern- 
ment expected ami were desirous 
to arrange the iiilcreourse by 
treaty, ilicy would have abstained 
from petitioning Gongress. 

The petition, was referred, in 
ho^li IIousO'^, to the regular Com- 
mittccA 'I’hat of ilie.Jlousc of 
ilepreseiitativc's mad" no report, 
'flic Senate's (’ouimitteo report- 
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ed, (a copy of their report is now 
transmitted to you,) that, from 
this view of the subject, and a 
cursory rofurence to thu iiuiuc- 
roijs acts which huyu been passed 
in reiation to it, during the last 
ten years, both by the United 
States and by Great IJritain, evi- 
dence will at once be furnished of 
the complexity of the interests 
connected with it, of the diilicully 
satisfactorily to arrani^e them, and 
especially of the inoilicacy of iso- 
lated Jejrislation for the attainment 
of this international object; and, 
also, affording, as the Cuniinitteo 
cannot hut believe, a strong 
ground of preference for an ar- 
rangement being cllected, if prac- 
ticable, by a Convention between 
the two Governments, on a just 
and liberal basis, which, wlicn 
agroful to, would be permanent 
and unallorablo for tlio term 
of its duration.” Again: “ from 
the Connnitteo liaNing reason 
to believe that an ailjustineiit 
of the ooinmorcial intercourse 
between the United Stales and 
the British colonial possessions, 
forms ono of the special and 
prominent objects which have 
been committed to the Minister of 
the United States at the Court of 
London ; that a corresponding 
desire to arrange it on a satisfac- 
tory footing appears to exist on 
the part of the ISritish Govern- 
ment; and that tho negotiations 
respecting it, are expected to 
come to a definite issue before 
the next session of Congress ; the 
Committee, although fully agree- 
ing with the menj(oriali.sts in tho 
wish to cultivate and extend (lie 
trade in ({ii(;;|3tion, which they trust 
may ho done to the mutual advan- 
tage of the parties concerned in 


it, are still uimniinously of opin- 
ion that it is not expedient, at 
this time, to legislale on the sub- 
ject ; and, therefore, ask to be 
discharg vj from the further con- 
sideration of the iiienioria/.’^ 

This report, it should be borne 
in mind, was made to the Senate 
on tho 31st day of March, 1826, 
only nine days after Mr. Vaughan 
had invited the American Gov- 
ernment to renew the negotiation. 

Tiiis report was recommitted, 
with an understanding, on the 
part of tho Senate, that the Com- 
iniitce of Finance should report 
a hill repealing the discriminating 
duties. A bill was accordingly 
reported on a subsequent day, (a 
copy of which is, herewith, trails-* 
initted,) coutaining a repeal, and 
nothing hut a simple repeal, of 
those duties. 

This hill was reported near tho 

close of the session, and, amidst 
tho pressure of other business, 
was laid upon the table ; a parlia- 
mentary disposal of it, which, far 
from implying its rejection, admit- 
ted of its being again taken into 
coiisideratioii during any hour of 
any remaining day oi'the session. 
There was, then, no decision on 
the merits of the hill, and there 
was no refusal, in either branch 
of Congress, to accede to tho 
terms of tho British act of 1825. 

That tliere was no direct and 
final decision on it, has been al- 
leged by the member of the Sen- 
ate, who was most zealous in its 
support, to have been owing to 
the want of time. It is probable 
that that consideration had some 
influence; but it is most likely 
that the chief cause which prevent- 
ed its passage, was the belief, 
generally cntcriained, that the co- 
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Joniiil subject was in a course of 
■' negotiation, and would be satisfac- 
torily arranged by treaty. 

Had the bill passed, it would 
, haye been in conforiniiy with tiie 
ex))ectations of the Ihitish (iov- 
eriirneiit, as tliey have been since 
coniinuniciited. 

• The first ullicial infurniation to 
this Government of the instruc- 
tions transniitteiJ to Mr. Vaiinlniii, 
by which he was nulhoriml,in the 
contingency of the passage of an 
act of (yongress, to deliver a note 
declaring that the discriminating 
duties imposed upon American 
ships and tlKur cargoes, in the 
West Indies, should immediately 
cease, is contained in Mr. Caii- 
uing's note of the 27th .lamiary, 
1827. No such information was 
communicated by Mr. Vaughan, 
during the session of Congress of 
1825 — 6. If the hill which was 
before the Senate had passed into 
a law, it would not have been such 
a measure as was coniemplated l.y 
the Uritish Crovcnimeiit ; because 
it did not contain a refieal of the 
restrictions on Uritish shipping, as 
to llic circuitous voyage, which is 
now understood to beau indispen- 
sihle requisite. We ari* alloirelher 
unabli; to comprehend why he was 
not instructed to communicate the 
ofier of the llriti.^h (lovernment 
during the session of Congress ; or 
for what piirjiose an allusion is 
now made to instructions which 
Were not disclosed to the Ameri- 
can Government, and whieh, h.iv* 
ing hei'ii locked up in the pjuM- 
feuille of the Minister, might. r(»r 
all jiractical purposes, as well have 
never been given. 

It cannot, therefore, he alleged, 
with any sort of propriety, that flie 
American Government refused to 
accede to the terms of the act of 
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Parliament of 1825, nor that, up- 
on a free and deliberate conside- 
ration, they have declined to sub- 
scribe to terms on which excep- 
tion to colonial prohibition was 
impariially tendered to all nations. 
The American (Jongress has never 
had faiily before ii, and, lliere- 
fore, has never freely and delihe- 
rately considered the conditions of 
the act of 1 SLI5 ; and, conse- 
quently, it could not have, and has 
not, pronfiunced any decision on 
those conditions. Up to this day, 
we are far from being sure that 
we understand the terms on which 
tlial act lemlers to foreign nations 
a particip-ition in the colonial in- 
tercourse. Vllhoiigh Mr. Vaughan 
might not have he«Mi authorized to 
enter into any discussion of the 
provisions of the act, after the 
tJTmination of the session of Con- 
gress, it was not imn asonahle to 
expect that he was, at all times, 
prepared, by inslriiclibns, to ex- 
plain the purport of its |»rovisious. 

'riie preceding review has been 
taken, not for the j)urpose of con- 
veying rej)roarh, hut with the 
hope of satisfying the Govern- 
meiit of llis Hritannic Miqesty that 
the Government of the United 
States, ever auimated by an anx- 
ious desire to preserve, extend and 
strengthen amieabk? relations be- 
tween the two countries, and al- 
ways frank and open in its oor- 
n spondence and intercourse with 
foreign nations, lias not, in n’gard 
to the colonial trade, deviated front 
its establisle'd character lor good 
faith and fair dealing. From a 
careful and dispassionate conside- 
ration of all that •has passed he- 
twerm the two Governments, on 
that subject, sup[>osing wjiieh can- 
not be doubted, that each has been 
ucluateU by a sincere wish to ef- 
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feet n satisfactory arraii^’inofii of 
tlie terms of tiie intercourse, it is 
Dinnifest that there has been a inis' 
conception of each other's views 
as to the mode of accomplishing 
that desirable object. Whether 
the American Government ought 
or ought not to have confided in 
their belief that it was the inten- 
tion of the Dritish Government, in 
the contemplated negotiation, to 
concur in the adjustment, hy con- 
vention, of the conditions of the 
trade, the American Goveriinient 
did, in point of fact, so confid'*. 
Whether the British Gc)V(*rnnient 
ought, or ought not to have ex- 
pected the jiassagc of an act of 
Congress, acceding to the condi- 
tions of an act of rarlianient of 
1825, it did, in point of fact, so 
expect it. We have Ixien disap- 
pointed in the nrgoiintion which 
was anticipated ; the Ihitisli Go- 
vernmom has been disappointed 
in the Icgisiation which it antici- 
pated. Both travelling to the 
sam; place, we have each failed to 
reach the point of destinaiion, hy 
misconception of the course of ih’e 
other. It is, now, ns!d»;.ss and un- 
availing to dwell ujion the pas*, 
which cannot he rec:^IIe(l. It will 
be more profitable and consistent 
with a friendly understanding be- 
tween the two- connlries, ui sur- 
vey our piesimt niiitual position, 
and to ascertain, if it be now prac- 
ticable, in any mode, to reconcile 
their respective interests, in regard 
to the coloiiiiil traile. It would 
not he very creditable to tlie 
cils of two great an<l enliiyliten- 
cd nations, if tlic:y an: substan- 
tially agreed ns to the tonus of that 
intercourse, and willing that it 
should l)o-<ipened on tho^io ternis, 
that they should, nevi i tlieless, pm 
an entire stop to it, because they 


hud dilfered on the jioiut wiicther 
iho^e terms should la* inserted in 
the form of a cjuivoiition, or iif' 
that of reciprocal acts of legisla- 
tion ; or because they may not be 
able to agree on the al)slract ques- 
tions of ri^lttf claim and nsage^ 
wJiicli Mr. Canning has discussed. 
To ))ersist in closing the trade on 
those grounds, might create doubts 
whether they were ever sincere in 
their mutual professions tliat it 
should bn open. 

It has been already stated that 
we preferred, for reasons which 
appeared to us to be solid, an ar- 
rangement by convention, rather 
than one by law ; but that, at the 
same lime, we were nf»t so wedded 
to that mode of effectuating llic 
object, as to prevent our surrender 
of it, in a spirit of conciliation, to 
tlu‘ preference of Great Britain for 
a regulation of the intercourse by 
respf‘Ctive acts of leirisl.'iiive au- 
thority. Wo sliouhl have prompt- 
ly yielded our prefi:reneo, if we 
had been made acipiainted with 
that of the Biitisli Government. 
^J’hore is one advantage in a legis- 
lative regiilafion, which an ar- 
rangement hy treaty does not pos- 
sess, nnd thrii is,lliat, if the amount 
of concession made in the law, to 
a foreiun nation, is found, upon 
experiment, to be injurious to ihe 
domestic inleresis, the law can be 
at any liun? repealed ; — wliereas, 
the ln*aiy must lie allowed to have 
its operatioii, wh itever that may 
be, during rlie whole term to which 
ir is limited. Knmi this difference 
in the efiVci of the two modes of 
lewnlaiion, a (iovernment m.iy he 
induced In giant cnminnxial jni- 
vih*'_o's by w hicli it Avould not 
copse 111 to iliiow into the more 
periiiaiu.ut and obiigaituy shape 
of convenlioiiul blipuhiliuns. On 
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, the point, for example, at the cir- 
■ftiiitoiis trade between the United 
States vainl tlie IJiiiled Kingdom, 
throii'^h the Brili.sli colonies, tlie 
•Prrryhient, would consent, with 
much reluct anyc, to a stipulation 
in a treaty by wliicli llrilisli navi- 
gation should be allowed the en- 
joyment of that trade to the ex- 
clusion of the shi|)i)ing of the Uni- 
ted States ; whilst he would bn 
willing -that the experiment should 
be made, under reciprocal ads of 
the two Governments, revocable 
at the pleasure ofeitiier. 

Under the inlluoncc of these 
considerations, the (Tavoniment 
of the United Stales ac<juiosccs 
in the deeision whiedi has been 
Tiilvcn hy the Urilish lf()V(^rnment, 
thatllie c donial trad i slmli bo re- 
gulated oidy by law. 

Yon will avail yourself of some 
fit ncca.>ion to coinmnnicatc to 
the British (fovernment (ho siib- 
stariee of this despateli. and tho 
President’s acqin<jsec:nce in that 
decision ; and you w'ili at the 
same, or some otlier more suita- 
ble time, ascertain the disposition 
of that GoveniiiKMU to open tho 
trade by separate ads of the two 
Govermnculs. 

The Picsiilcnt is willing to re- 
conimeiid to Congress, at its next 
session, 1 st, to siispeiul, as to 
the British Government, the alien 
duties on vessel and cargo, and 
to Jillow the entry into our ports of 
British* vessels, laden with thb 
same kir ' ' of British produce, or 
British colonial produce, as Ame- 
rican vessels can law^fully i.a- 
port ; the Hriti di ves-cl paying 
no higher charges of any kind 
than American vessels are, Uiider 
Uie saino circumstances, bound to 
pay : and 2dly, to abolish the res- 


triction contained in the act of the 
1st March, 1823, confining the 
trade to a direct intercourse be- 
tween the colonics and the United 
8 latc 3 S ; the c liect of which will 
be to h ave Great Britain in the 
exclusive possession of the cir- 
cuitous trade between the United 
Kingdom and the United States, 
througli the Ihitish colonies. You 
will inquire whether, if Congress 
should pass a law to the above ef- 
fect, the Order in Council of July 
last will he revoked ; the discrimi- 
nating duties operating to tlie dis- 
advantage of our vessels in the 
Briti>h colonial ^lorts, will be 
aliolishod ; and our vessels suf- 
fered to enjoy tlic privileges of 
trade and intercourse, according 
(o the enaelinents of the act of Par- 
liament, of the olh of July, 1825 ? , 
Should the intercourse be open- 
ed on the above conditions, the 
Amerioan (xoverument will have 
waived tho demand hcrctc/fore 
made, that our produce shoiyd bo 
received into the Biitish colonial 
ports, paying no higher duties 
than similar produce jiays in those 
ports, when imported from other 
purls of the British possessions. 
\V (3 shouhl have regarded tho 
above impiiry altogether unneces- 
sary, ami that, 'is a matter of 
course, the privileges of the act 
of Parliament would be extended 
to our iiavigatiou, upon tlie pas- 
sage of such an act of Cungres as 
the. President now oflers to re- 
commend. hut t\)r the declaration 
eontniiuul in Mr. Canning’s note 
nfllse mil Scpteml'er la.-t. Ac- 
cor«iing to lliat .dv'claralion, tho 
BiUish Government annoniu-ed 
that “ inter having hce» nmpelkd 
to apply to any country the inter- 
dict prescribed by the act of 1825, 
15 
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it cannot hold itself hound to re* 
move the interdict, us a matter of 
course, whenever it may liappcii 
to suit the convenience ol‘ the lb- 
reign Government to reconsider 
the measure by which the appli- 
cation of that interdict was oc- 
casioned.” 

If this Government had, upon 
full consideration, with a clear 
knowledfl;e of the intention of 
Great Britain to regulate the colo- 
nial trade by law and not by trea- 
ty, rejected the terms of the act 
of Parliament, after fully compre- 
hending the import of those terms, 
and, thereby, campdltd Great 
Britain to apply to the navigation 
of the United States the interdict 
of the act of Parliament, the de- 
termination of the British (xoveiii- 
mont, commimicated in that de- 
claration, would nut furnish any 
just occasion of complaint. But 
the Gover>nmeut of the rutted 
Stdios has never decided to reject 
tho^3 terms ; and, from a candid 
and impartial consideration of all 
that has passed on the subject be- 
tween the two Governments, it is 
manifest that we have, all along, 
been looking to a diftcrent mode 
of arrangement from that which 
now appears to have been in the 
contemplation rf the British Gov- 
ernment. We think that we were 
authorized so to look, by the oHi- 
cial correspondence which passed 
between them : but whether that 
justified us or not, wo did, in point 
of /acif depend exclusively upon 
an arrangement by Convention. 

We can hardly suppose, under 
these circumstapccs, that the Bri- 
tish Government, after the passage 
of such an act of Congrc&s as you 
are now authorized to state that 
the President is willing to recom- 


mend, Mould refuse to remove the 
inlcrdiet uJurh has been applied' 
only to the navigation of the lini- 
ted Slates A denial to them 
atone, of the privileges of thv. aCt 
of Parliament of 1^25, ofiered to 
all nations, would nut be easily re- 
concileable with those friendly 
relations which it is the inter- 
est of both nations, as it is the 
anxious endeavour of the Govern- 
ment of the United States, to cul- 
tivate and maitituin. 

Tile time nud manner of cxe- 
eiillng the instructious contained 
in this despatch, arc confided to 
your judgment and discretion. 
You may have the advantage of 
local lights, wbi(‘h, at this dis- 
tance, do not reach us. Judging 
with the aid of such as w c possess 
it would, piohuhly, be hot ibr you, 
in the first instance, to deliver an 
olTwiuI note, limited to a presen- 
tation of such of the preceding 
ohseivalions as arc intended to 
refute some of the arguments and 
facts brought ibrward by JVIr. 
Gunning, in his two notes of Mo- 
veniher and January last, and 
there leave the subject, without 
making the incpiiry us to tlte pruc- 
ticuhihly of an arrniigim.Giit by 
tuuuial acts of iegihlution. In the 
coriespondence to wliich that 
note may possibly lead ; the Bri- 
tish Govermiicnt may disclose 
their purposes and intentions, 
without formally making that in- 
quiry, which it would be tetter to 
avoid, if those purposes can bo 
otherwise ascertaiued. The pow- 
ers of the President are incompe- 
tent to open the trade now, with- 
out the concurrence of Congress. 
It -will, therefore, besi fficient to 
obtain a knowledge of tho dispo- 
sition of the British Government, 
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•/in the cvont of the passapjc of 
\ 3 uch nn act of Congrens as has 
been intiinatud, in season fur the 
next session, if the British Gov- 
‘ eTiifiicnt should not itself sponta- 
neously inanifcsl that disposition, 
you will then make the inquiry 
herein directed. Some time in 
the approaching autumn, when if 
there shall have been any feeling 
of dissatisfaction produced in the 
British' Goveinment by the late 
proclamation, that feeling will 
have abated, may prove to be a 
suitable time to present the inqui- 
ry. But, 1 repeat, you will exer- 
cise, on this matter, your own 
judgment. 

. 1 am, with groat respect, sir, 
your obodicnl servant. 

11. CLAY. 

MR. GALI.4TIN TO LORD DUDLEY. 

T/ie RL Iloiu Lord Viscount 
Dudley, ^c. tj-c. 

The undersigned. Minister of 
the United States of America, 
has the honour, in conipliunce 
with instructions received from 
his Government, to present to the 
consideration of Lord Viscount 
Dudley, His Majesty’s Principal 
Secretary of State for Foreijin 
Affairs, some further explanatory 
observations on the subject of the 
colonial intercourse, which have 
been suggested by the note of 
Lord Dudley’s predecessor in of- 
fice, of the 27th of January last.' 

It is not intended thereby to rc- 
^ew the discussion of abstract 
questions already snfiigcntly de- 
bated, but to remove such misap- 
prehensions us may still be enter- 
tained of the views and proccfcd- 
jjlgs of the Government of the 
United States on that subject. 


The undersigned is instructed 
explicitly to state, 1st, that during 
the whole time which elapsed be- 
tween the negotiations of the year 

1824, and the Order in Council of 
July, 1826, the Government of 
the United States had entertained 
no doubt of the disposition of His 
Majesty’s Government to renew 
the negotiations on that point, and 
to settle it by a conventional ar- 
rangement: 2nd)y, that the con- 
ditions on which it was intended, 
by the act of Parliament of July, 
182®, to open the trade to Ame- 
rican ves&els have never been ex- 
plained or distinct^ understood ; 
that they had not therefore been 
deliberately considered by the 
American Congress ; and that that 
body had not pronounced any de- 
cision on those conditions prior to 
the Order in Council of July, 1826. 

The reasons which had indu- 
ced the belief that his Majesty’s 
Government was still disposrfd to 
negotiate on that subject, fhavo 
already been slated. 

Whatever might bo the abstract 
rights of Great Britain, and her 
opinion of those rights, in respect 
to the regulations of an intercourse 
between her colonies and the Uni- 
ted Stales, she had, in fact, con- 
sented to negotiate on that sub- 
ject. She had, as late as March, 
1S2G, eight months after the date 
of the act of Parliament of July, 

1825, announced to the Govern- 
ment of the United States, her 
disposition to renew the negotia- 
tions generally, and without ma- 
king an exception ns to that point, 
whjch had been* one of the sub- 
jects of the negotiations intended 
to be rebewed. The act of Par- 
liament had not been ofiicially 
communicated, nor any intimation 
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given that it was meant as a sub- 
stitute to negotiations. 

It has not been uiuisiin), nt least 
on the part of the United States, 
to communicate siicli acts as may 
effect, or aro connected with ne- 
gotiations. Tho convention of 
1815, was made in pnraiiancc of 
an act of Congress, which was of- 
ficially coTnmnnicaled to the (juv- 
ernriient of Croat llritain. 

With respect to that of IMarch, 
1S23, the bill was, during its pro- 
gress in Congress, communicau d, 
by the Secretary of State, to llis 
Majesty’s Minister at 'Washing- 
ton, and it becamo a to])ic of ofli- 
cial conference betwc-iMi tliem 
while on its passage, and of offi- 
cial correspondence in less than a 
month after its onaetinent. 

But it was liecause the art of 
Parliament of July, I Sl’5, was in- 
tended by tho British Covermuoiit 
to ^supers(*fle all iiegfjtialiou, that 
the coinrnunicalion of such a 
change of its rosi)hjtioii ns to tho 
manner of regulating the colon.al 
trade, was necessary to llio only 
Power with whom (ir(?at Britain 
was negotiating on that subject. 
It is nut alleged tliat the omission 
was an intentional discourtesy to- 
wards the American (fovernment. 
But it is, nevc‘rlhcles 3 true, that, 
combined with llie invitation of 
Mr. Vaughan, to renew t\\e nego- 
tiations generally, it had the i nV(;t 
of misleading the UiiitefI States in 
regard to the views of tlio British 
Government. 

It was to this end only that re- 
ference was made to the letter ad- 
dressed from the Department of 
State to a member of Congress. 
That letter, which was of a public 
nature, and had acquired, by a 
copy of it being furnished to Mr. 


Vaughan, an official character, 
might, with great propriety, he ap- 
pealed to as a conclusive evidi r.cc 
of tlio views talaui, at that time , 
by the Government of tlic Ur.ilcd 
States of the act of 'Parliament. 

The opinion expressed in that 
letter, was corroborated by tho 
subsequent forbc'arance of the 
Government of (<roat Britain to 
enforce that act towards the Uni- 
ted States. This siispensiori, which 
has since hccii declared to have 
been in consideration of the pen- 
dency before Congress of propo- 
sitions arising out of the acts h.ad, 
for want of any explanation, iho 
etfect of coulirming the Uniled 
States in their heliid’tluit ncgotic- 
tioii, and not leuislation, was the 
iu^tr^lnlen^ still in the routi’in- 
platiou of both Goveinnicnls for 
regulating the colonial inter- 
course. 

It is much to he rcgrctlcd that 
Iho iustruirtious lians milted to 
iMr. Vaughan, 'uid referre d to in 
l!ic note of li«)rd Dudley’s prede- 
cessor in office, of the 27th Jan- 
uary last, did not authorize him 
to JiiaUn any communicalion on 
tlie subject duiiug the session of 
Congress. Had any explanation 
been given at that lime, of the true 
meaning of the* conditions cfleicd 
by the act of Parliauieul, and of 
the. ultimate views of His MajOh 
ty's Govi'inment, Congress would 
Jiave. lu rii ( nahh d and induced to 
deliberate and decide on thos:o 
condill^ns. 

It lias, however, been inferred, 
from the public proceiuiings of tho 
JiCgislaluio of tlio Uniled Slales, 
tliat they had, on a free and deli- 
berato consideration, declined to 
aubscribo to the terms on which 
exemption from colonial piohibi- 
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. tion was impartially tendered to all 
'hations. 

It may often happen, when re- 
.ferriiiir to the proeoejlin^s of the 
* iTeiilsliiliiro of anotlier nafimi, 
wiiicli iiuve terinir.atcd in no nf- 
firnmtivo act, that llio votes and 
jesoliitions on measures which 
have in>t hcen thus matured may 
nut l>e ftilly coinpieheiuhrrl ; that 
the motives and hearinjiH of those 
votes iind resolutions may be mis- 
coriecivcd. iSome notice will be 
taken of the proceedings alluded 
to, for the purpose of correetiiig 
the erroneous imj)ression which 
they seern to have made. 

A petition from Baltimore such 
as has been de-scrilu'd l,y His Ma- 
jesty’s Secretary of State for Fo- 
reign Allairs, was jirosented to 
Congress. 'I'lin |)f titioners were 
uninlbrtned of tlu^ tiegotiaticns of 
1824, and of subsequent corres- 
pondence between tlui two Guv- 
ernmeiits. 'Flui [xdltion was re- 
ferred, in both lloiixis, to the re- 
gular committees. A separate mo- 
ti(Ui for the repeal of tlie diserimi- 
nating duties liad been prcviuiisly 
made in the House of Represen- 
tatives, and liad been referred in 
the same maimer. 

The Commiltee of the ITonse 
of Representatives, whether know- 
•ing that the snbji'ct liad been 
tTrtten up in the Senate, or fiuiu 
any otluT cause, made no report. 
Tiiero \va.s no resolution di>cuss- 
ed in’ lluit House, and, eunsc- 
qiiently, no deliberation or tle- 
• cision upon it. 

The Cominitlec of the .Senate 
understood a compliance with the 
request of the petitioners to be 
tantamount to an admission ** of 
' British vessels, indiscriminately, 
into the ports of tlie United States, 


with their cargoes, from whence- 
soever arriving, or of whatsoever 
composed, on the same terms as 
Ainei icaii vesspU, or those of the 
most fax oured nations — which is 
the same thing and llicy report- 
ed, in substance, that there was 
a strong ground of preference for 
an arrangement heiiig tlfected, if 
praclicahle, hy a convention be- 
tween the two governments, ra- 
ther than to rely on independent 
acts of logislnlion, sometimes am- 
l^gnons, and at all times subject 
to rt‘vncation ; that a corresjiond- 
ing dcsile to arrange that intcr- 
cuiir.-c appeared to exist on the 
jiart of the r>ri!i>li government ; 
that the m*gotiations respecting it 
we.ru expected to come to a de- 
finitive i^>uo before the next ses- 
sion of (.’ongress ; and that it was, 
not tborefoic expedient at that 
time to legislate on the siibjpct. 

This r( port was made to the 
Senate onthelHst ofMareh, rS26, 
nine days after Air. Vaughan’s 
cmiimuisication on the renewal 
of the negotiatioiis. • 

It was I'ecommittcd, xvith an 
utulerstaiKling that a bill shoidd 
be brought in, repealing the dis- 
criminating duties. Such a bill 
xvas accordingly reported, a copy 
of wliicIi the im(k‘rsigiird lias tlie 
honour to ri,clo>e, contain ii'g a 
repeal, and uotlung but a >iuiplo 
ri'peal, of tho^c duties. 

The bill was, on motion, or- 
tlered to lie on the tulile, by a ma- 
jority of two votes, 'i bis vote, 
lliO onlv one taken upon it, bad no 
other elleet but to prevent the bill 
l«qing acted iipofi on that day. It 
might liave been called up on 
any oAier day : but if had been 
brought in near the close of the 
session, and, whether frora want 
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of (fine, or, what « more proba- 

bie, from reliance on llie ^iic- 

ce:$stiii issuo of no^otiatiotiSf it 

^vaa nut acted upoi). Had it been 
taken up, and passed into a law, 
it would not have been such a 
compliance with the terms of the 
act of Patliaiiieut of July, 1S25, 
as was contemplated by Oreat 
Britain — since it did not repeal 
the restrictions laid, by a former 
act of Congress, on tlie circuitous 
or indirect intercourse. 

It appears, from the course pf 
the proceedings, and from ti.c re- 
sult, that the subject was not 
taken up in oiio of the Houses ; 
and that, in the other, the precise 
purport oi the terms oficred hy the 
act of Parliament, was not, at that 
time, more distinctly understood, 
than by the Executive ; whilst the 
same reliance seems to have been 
placed in the result of the expect- 
ed negotiations. It is certain that 
the conditions of the act of Parlia- 
ment, such as they are therein ex- 
pressed, were not taken into deli- 
berate consideration by tlie Ameri-' 
can Congress, and that that body 
has never rejected nor pronounced 
any decision on those conditions. 

Up to this day, it is still uncer- 
tain w'hethcr the real meaning of 
those terms i.s« distinctly under- 
stood hy the United States. The 
doubts entertained in that respect 
were stated at large in the ruite of 
the undersigned, of the 2Sth of 
December lust ; and no explana- 
tion iuis since, any more than 
at any former time, been given by 
His Majesty’s government. 

The preceding review has bpen 
taken, not for the purpose of com- 
plaining of the conduct of Great 
Britain, but with the hope of satis- 
fying the government of His Bri- 


tannic Majesty, by thin exposition 

oftlw acts of the government oP 
the Lfniteil SUitosj and of tlw im- 
pressions under which it acted, 
that it has nut, in regard to'ltTe 
colonial trade, deviated from its 
uniform course, and relaxed its 
constant endeavours to preserve 
and strengthen the amicable rela- 
tions between the two countries. 

No dniiht i.-j entertained, on the 
other hand, of the dispositions of 
His Maj(^sty*s government, at the 
time when the act of Parliament 
was enacted, that, considering 
the intercourse between the Uni- 
ted Stales and tlio British West 
Indies as bencticial, it was their 
intention that it should continue 
open on certain terms ; and that, 
although these dillered from those 
otfered to most other commercial 
nations, and may also have been 
misunderstood, tboy would not 
have been found, when properly 
explained, to be altogether inad- 
missible. Had it been otherwise, 
the interdict laid on the American 
navigation, by the Order of (coun- 
cil of July, 182G, would at once 
have been embodied in the act of 
Parliament of July, 1825. 

Both governments, actuated by 
a sincere wish to effect a satisfac- 
tory nrranjreinent, have failed to 
attain that object, from a misconr 
ception of each other’s views p.q 
to tlio mode of accomplishing it. 
Whilst the British govurninont 
(Expected t!ic passage of an act of 
Congress acceding to the condi- 
tions of the act of Parliament, the. 
government of the United States 
contided in the belief that it was 
still the intention of Great Britain 
to arrange the subject by a Con- 
vention 

It is now unavailing to dwell 
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•upon the past, and to inquire whe- 
\tlicr cither or boili j^overimients 
had sutlicient rcusons for Ihcir 
, expectations. The fact is, that 
• ihe^ entertained such expecta- 
tions, and liavi both been disap- 
pointed ; and it will bo ntorc pro- 
fitable and consistent with tlie 
friendly uiiderstandinfr between the 
two countries, to attend only to 
the relative situation in which they 
are now placed. 

The United States, though pre- 
ferring a cunventioiiiil arrange- 
ment, as more permanent, and 
perhaps more ea«ily effected than 
one founded «ti mutual legislation, 
arc not exclusively attached to 
any particular mode. 

There is, indeed, this advan- 
tage ill legislative regulation over 
conventional arrangement, in res- 
pect to siibjectd not fully tested by 
experience, that what may be 
deemed concession by cither par- 
ty, may, at any time, be modiiied, 
if found actually injurious. 

Thus, for instance, the Presi- 
dent of the United ►’-'tates would 
not, without reluctance, have con- 
sented to a treaty stipulation al- 
lowing to il circuitous trade be- 
tween the United Kingdom and 
the British Colonies throug-h the 
United States, which, if ]>erniit- 
ted, must bo enjoyed exclusively 
Dvjtlio British navigation ; whilst 
ho is willing tliat the experiment 
should be made by virtue of reci- 
procal laws, revocable at the plea- 
sure of either Government. 

T’hc undersigned is accordingly 
authorized to say. that jinder the 
iniluenco of these considerations, 
the Government of the United 
States acquiesces in the decision 
wrhich has been taken by tlic Gov- 
(troment of Groat Britain, that tlio 


intercourse between the United 
Slates and the Jtiliihli colonies 
shall be regulati d by the laws of 
the two countries *, and tlie Prei i- 
drnt is disposed to promote a re- 
storation of that iiilcrcourse, 
founded on anrh n spcctive laws. 

'fhe undersiirncd prays Lord 
Diidlev to accept the assurances 
of his high consideratinn. 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 

MR. GAM.ITAN TO LORD DUDLEY. 

%he li{;^l\l lion. Lard Viscount 

• DiulJnj, 

Tlie rtndersigned, Minister of 
the t'nited Flali‘s America, bad 
the henonr to address, on the 4tU 
of Juno la-’t. a note on the subject 
of the colonial intercourse, to 
Lord Viscount Dudley, Ilis Wa- 
icsty’s Principal Secretary of • 
State for F orcign Affairs. 

The principal object of that 
note was to remove sTich inisap- 
preliciisions as might still be" en- 
tertained of llie views and prolecd- 
ings of the (lovernniont of the 
TJiiilcd States, on tluit sidjcct, 
and at the same time to express 
the disposition of the President to 
promote a restoration of that in- 
tercourse, founded on the respec- 
tive laws of the two countries. 

This overture luts been founded 
on the belief, that the present 
slate of things has not arisen from 
any iiitciitiuiial act of cither Gov- 
ernment, hut from misconecplions 
of each other's views, which 
must now be removed. It was 
the avowed intention of that of 
Groat Britain, at the time when 
the, net of Parlfainent of July, 
1825, was enactcti, that the in- 
tercourse should conthmo open 
on certain terms. For this, there 
could bo DO motive, but a cua- 
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viVtion that the commerce which 
had, almost wilho'it iiitrrriiption, 
beau carried [on] from tli<*ir first 
soUlemont, bolwcon liic British 
lYcst Imlins and llie rnilod S’tatos 
was inntiuillv bonofniiil. It is 
thorcfore, prosnuuMl to be the 
wish (»rb6fh parties that an inter- 
dict which lias been tlic result of 
fortnitouH circumstances, may, if 
practicable, be reninvcil 

Under that impression, the Pre- 
sident of the United States is ’ 
injT to recommend to Congress at 
its next session: 1st, to ‘'open 
ajjain the ports of the United 
States to liiitMi vessels coniinj^ 
from the British colonies ; allow- 
inir the entry, into the sai<l ports, 
of British ve: Is, laden wiUi surl 
British produce, or produce of tlio 
British co!onif?s, as Arneriean ves- 
sels can lawfully import, without 
paying any alhui or discriminating 
duties, and on payment only of 
the same and no higher duties or 
clia.gcs of any kind, on either ves- 
sels or cargoes, than are, under 
the same circumstances payable 
by American vessels or cargoes ; 
2dly, to abolish (he restriction 
contained in the act of Otngress 
of March, 1S2'^, which confines 
the trade to a direct intercourse 
between the British colonics and 
the United States. 

The efPict of this measure will 
be to leave Great Britain in the 
exclusive possession of the cir- 
cuitous traile between the United 
Kingdom and the United States, 
through the British colonies. All 
tho provisions in former acts of the 
American Government, which had 
been deemed objectionable by that 
of His Majesty, will tirercby bo 
repealed. The condition con- 
templated by the act of Parlia- 


ment, as it is now understood, will 
be fulfilled. Kvrry ofislacje which* 
hen tofore prevcri?<'d ;;n ji'ratige- 
inenl, would, ii’ llus utre slill a 
snl-jc< t of iK'goliuliori lo he re- 
moved. « 

'riic Government oftiie United 
States would have; had no doubt 
that, upon the passage of an act 
of Congress of that tenor, the in- 
terdict laid on Ameiican shipping 
under the act of Parliament of 
1825, would he removed as a 
matter of course, had it not been 
fertile dis'laration conlaiiied in the 
nolo of His >iajesty*s Principal 
Seerelary of Slate for Foreign 
Alf.iirs to tlio undersigned, dated 
the. I Mb of S»*ptcnih(!r, IS2C. 

there aiiiionneed, that, 
‘‘ afler having been eompolled to 
apply to any couolry, the interdict 
preserilieil by the a<*l of ISJj, the 
British (^ivernment cannot liold 
itself hound to remove that inter- 
dict as a matter of course, when- 
ever it may happen to .suit the 
convenience of the Foreign (»ov- 
ernment to reconsider the mea- 
sures by which tlic application of 
that interdict was orca'^ioned.” 

A siih.'^erpicnt act of Pailia- 
ineiit conlains provisions of a 
general nature, corresponding 
with that declaration, hut contin- 
ues to force the diserclionary pow- 
ers vested in His Alajcsly 
subject. 

Under those circumstancc.s, the 
■’Pre.sident earinot, it would indeed 
he useless for him lo make the in- 
tended recommendation lo Con- 
grc.ss, and to agitate the question 
anew, without having previously 
ascertuiiicd the intentions of His 
Majesty’s Government. Though 
not bound to remove tho interdict 
as a matter of course, tho quea- 
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tion is whether they are disposed, 
under certain coutiogoncies, to do 
it at this time. 

The undersigned has therefore 
been instructed to inquire, whe- 
ther, if Congress should, during its 
next session, *pass a law to the ef- 
fect above stated, the Order in 
Council of the 27th of July, 1828, 
will bo revoked : the discrimina- 
ting duties on American vessels in 
the British colonics be abolished ; 
and those vessels be allowed to 
enjoy the privileges of trade and 
intercourse with those colonies, 
according to the act of Parliament 
of the 5th July, 1826? 

He prays Lord Dudley to fa- 
vour him with an answer to that 
inquiry, the object of which is 
only to ascertain the intentions of 
llis Majesty’s Coverninent in 
reference to an act of the tenor 
aforesaid that should be passed by 
Congress at its next session. 

It would be distinctly under- 
stood, that those mutual acts 
would not have the character of a 
compact, and that their only eifect 
would be to open the trade for the 
time, without at all binding the 
parties; each remaining in the 
complete possession of its rights, 
with respect to that intercourse, in 
conformity with the terms of the 
commercial convention between 
the two countries. 

'T'hc undersigned prays Lord 
Dudley to accept the assurance of 
|iis high consideration. « 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 

August, 17, 1827. 

Mr, Gallatin to the Set, of State. 

London 14tb Sept. 1827. 
Hon. Henry Clay^ Secretary of 
Statey Washington. 

Sir: We resumed our confer- 


ences on the 12th, made no pro- 
gress, and are to meet again to- 
day. 

I had, yesterday, an interview 
with Lord Dudley and Mr. Hus- 
kisson, on the subject of the colo- 
nial intercourse. Mr. Huskisson 
said that it was the intention of 
the British Government to con- 
sider the intercourse of the British 
colonies as being exclusively un- 
der its control, and any relaxa- 
tion from the colonial system, as 
an indulgence, to be granted on 
^icl^ terms as might suit the poli- 
cy of Great Britain at the time 
when it might be granted ; that he 
was not prepared to say whether, 
or on what terms, it might be 
found expedient to open again the 
intercourse to American vessels, 
in case it was opened on the part 
of the United States, and their' 
laws laying restrictions or impo- 
sing extra duties on Jlritisli ves- 
sels should be repealed ; a ndLthat 
an answer to that eflect would be 
given to my note of 17th or Au- 
gust last, if his colleagues a^ree d 
with him in opinion. 

I said that every question of 
right had, on this occasion, been 
waived on the part of the United 

States; the only object of the 
•present inquiry b^cing to ascer- 
tain whether, as a matter of mu- 
tual convenience, the intercourse 
might not be opened in a manner 
satisfactory to both countries. 
This being a pure question of 
policy, although Great Britain was 
the only judge of her own, it 
would be gratitying to be satisfied 
that she acted only from that mo- 
tive, and that, *in opening the 
trade to other countries that had 
not complied with her terms, and 
declining to open it to the United 
15 
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States even in the event of such 
compliance, it was not her object 
to inilict a wanton injury; or, at 
least, to evince an unfriendly dis- 
position towards them. 1 then en- 
tered into various details, intended 
to show why I was unable to dis- 
cover any reason, founded on her 
own interest, for persisting in fore- 
closing the intercourse. 

Mr. Iluskisson explicitly dis- 
claimed any unfriendly feeling to- 
wards the United States, and with 
respect to other nations, said that 
Russia was the only power to 
whom the trade in (piestion {lad 
been opened, though she had not, 
in every respect, complied with 
the terms of Great Britain ; but 
that, on other points, the British 
trade had been particularly favour- 
ed in that country, lie did nut 
give any explanation of the ad- 
vantages derived to Great Britain 
from the present interdict, but 
dw(.‘it strongly on the manner in 
whicii the advances made by the 
act of Parliament, of the year 
1822, had been met on the part 
of tlie Government of the United • 
States. He said it had appeared 
as if America had entertained the 
opinion that the British West In- 
dies could not exist without her 
supplies, and that she migiit there- 
fore compel Gr^t Britain to open - 
the intercourse on any terms she 
pleased. 

I disclaimed any such belief or 
intention on the part of the United 
States. But it appeared to me, 
and I intimated it, indeed, to Mr. 
Huskisson, that he was acting 
rather under the intlucnce of irri- 
tated feelings, on , account of past 
events, than with a view to the mu- 
tual interests of the two cmintries. 
This was, of course, denied ; but 
he remained immovable in the po- 


sition he had assumed ; and Lord 
Dudley, without taking a share in 
the conversation, which lasted 
near two hours, acquiesced in the 
opinion of his colleague. 

1 avoided, as far as possible, to 
renew the discussion on any thing 
that had heretofore taken place ; 
and adduced, without producing 
any effect, every argument de- 
rived from mutual advantage, 
which the occasion suggested. 
These I omit ns familiar to’ your- 
self, and it would be but repetition 
to state at large the complaints 
made of the conduct of the United 
States, from the year 1822 to 1825. 

^ But I must not forget to say, that 
Mr. Iluskisson exjdicitly declared, 
that neither of the two bills which 
were under the consideration of 
Congress during its last session, 
would, if passed into laws, have 
induced his (Government to remove 
the interdict on American vessels. 

I may add some further obser- 
vations on that subject, when the 
answer which I presume is in- 
tendetl to be given to my note of 
the 17th August, shall have been 
received. 

I have the honour, ^c. 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 

LORD DUDLEY TO MR. GALLATIN. 

Albert Gallatin, Esq. ^c. <Jt. 

The undersigned, His Majesty’s 
Principal Secretary of State .fnjr 
Foreign Affairs, has the honour of 
acknowlwlging the two official 
notes of the 4ih of last June, and 
the ]7tli of last August, addressed 
to him by Mr. Gallatin, Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Pleoi- 
poteritiary of the United States, on 
the subject of the intercourse be- 
twe^-n the United States and the 
colonial possessions of Great Bri- 
tain. 
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• The note of the 4th of June, al- 
\ though it closed with a profession 
of the'acquiescence of the Ameri- 
can government in the decision of 
Great Britain, that the intercourse 
in question should be regulated by 
mutual laws, rather than by treaty, 
was yet directed cliielly to an ox- 
’ planatiun of certain circumstances 
in the conduct of the United 
States, and did not appear to the 
undersigned to call for any reply 
on his part. 

In the succeeding note, however, 
of the J^th of August, the state- 
ments and reasonings of the form- 
er are followed out by Mr. Galla- 
tin into a definite proposition, un- 
doubtedly requiring from the Bri- 
tish government u direct answer. 
In this note it is stated that the 
President of the United Stales is 
willing to recommend to Con- 
gress the adoption of certain 
measures tending to relax the re- 
strictions imposi*d by the Ameri- 
can Legislature on the intercourse 
of the United States with the Bri- 
tish colonics, through the medium 
of British ships — which measures, 
Mr. Gallatin shortly specifies ; 
and, it is asked whether, if Con- 
gress should, during Its next ses- 
sion, pass a law to that elTect, 
“ the Order in Council of the 27 th 
of July, 1826, will be revoked; 
.the discriminating duties on Ame- 
^lean vessels in the British colo- 
nies be abolished ; and these ves- 
sels be allowed to enjoy the privi- 
leges of trade and intercourse wi(1i 
those colonies according to the act 
.of Parliament of the 6lh of July, 
1825 ?” 

It is, at the same time, observed 
by Mr. Gallatin, that the Govern- 
ment of the U. States would Imve 
bad no doubt that, on the enact- 
inenk of such a law by Congress, 


the interdict laid on American 
shipping under the act of Parlia- 
ment of 1825, would be removed 
as a matter of course, had not 
Mr. Canning, ;in his letier to Mr; 
Gallatin of the lltli of Septem- 
ber, 1826, declared, that, after 
having been compellcfl to apply 
the interdict to any country, the 
British government cannot hold 
itself bound to remove that inter- 
dict as a matter of course, when- 
ever it may happen to suit the con- 
venience of the foreign govern- 
ment to reconsider the measures 
by which the apjilieation of that 
interdict was occasioned. 

Mr. (lalliilin truly aihls than an 
act of Parliament was afterwards 
passed containing provisions cor- 
responding with the declaration 
so made by Mr. Canning. 

The undersigned takes pleasure* 
in recognizing in both these letters 
of Mr. Gallatin, and especially in 
the inquiry which clo.s^sthe second 
of them, the same spirit of good 
will and conciliation which, In the 
midst of discussions involving no 
small dinfercncc of opinion, has 
characterized .Mr. Gallatin’s cor- 
re.spondence with the British gov- 
ernment. The undersigned hopes 
it is unnecessary to observe that 
his Majesty’s government is in- 
ilucnced by the same sentiments ; 
and that, although he thinks him- 
self bound to offer some observa- 
tions on topics of debate, and 
conflicting interest, he presents 
them with no feelings but such as 
ought to pervade discussions be- 
iwctui two nations allied in origin, 
and, he trusts he may add, allied 
also in desire lo improve and 
strengthen the relations of ancient 
kindred^ by mutual offices of kind- 
ness and amity. 

Connecting the two notes of 
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Mr. Gallatin, the topics which they 
suggest for present consideration, 
seem to be three : 

First, It may be expedient to 
observe on the declaration which 
Mr. Gallatin has quoted from Mr. 
Canning, and which appears to be 
regarded by the Government of 
the United States as a deviation 
from what might have been anti- 
cipated as the natural course of 
proceeding. 

Secondly, Some comment may 
be offered on the explanation into 
which Mr. Gallatin has entered^ 
of the conduct of the Government 
and the Legislature of the' United 
States, in relation to ^thc inter- 
course with the British colonies, 
under the operation of the act of 
Parliament of July, 182r). 

And this course of observation 
nvill naturally introduce into view, 
in the 

Third place^ the proposition 
which forms 'the more immediate 
subject of the note of the iTth 
AugULt. 

1. With regard to the declara- 
tion of Mr. Canning ; the under- 
signed thinks it not unimportant 
to remark, that the sentiment 
which, in that declaration, Mr. 
Canning so pointedly expresses, 
is, in fact, exactly consistent with 
the general principles always pro- 
fessed by the British Government 
on the subject of colonial inter* 
course — which principles are ex- 
pounded in the argument of Mr. 
Canning. 

The leading position contended 
for by Mr. Canning, is this : that 
the exclusion of foreigners from a 
direct intercourse with the British 
colonies is altogether agreeablc*to 
the receiued and ordinary doc- 
trines of the colonial policy of mo- 
dern times. The established usage 


of nations, possessing colonies. In-' 
terdicts that intercourse to all but 
their own subjects. If such inter- 
dict he in any case relaxed, the 
case is one of exception ; and if, 
having once been relaxed, it is re- 
inforced, this is but a restoration 
of the received rule. — The neces- 
sary consequence is, that, in any 
instance not governed by special 
regulation, it would be the con- 
tinuance, and not the suspension, 
of the interdict, that would alone 
be contemplated as a matter of 
course. 

In re-asserting these principles, 
and in immediately cunnecling 
them with the declaration, cited 
from Mr. Canning, it is by no 
means the object t)f the undersign- 
ed to revive a discussion whicli is 
already exhausted, lie is desir- 
ous only of shewing that the reser- 
vation, which Mr, Canning, for 
his Government, makes of a dis- 
cretionary continuance of the in- 
terdict in question, in every case 
in which it has been once imposed, 
is in entire harmony with the ge- 
neral maxims of colonial policy ; 
and consequently, that the appli- 
cation of the rule, in any given in- 
stance, ought not to be regarded as 
a proceeding of a singular, and, 
still less, of an unfriendly charac- 
ter. 

In this connexion, however, the . 

Q uestion may seem to arise, wha- 
ler the proceedings of the United 
States were such as fairly to incur 
11% application of the iptei*dict in* 
the first instance. The question 
is, in fact, involved in the expla- 
nations into which Mr. Gallatin 
has, at some length, entered, re- 
specting the conduct of the United 
States, during the time that elapsed 
between the passing of the act of 
Parliament of July, 1825, and the. 
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issuing of the Order )n Council, 
of July, 182G. To those expla- 
nations, ‘the undersigned will next 
briefly advert. 

The effect of Mr. Gallatin’s ar- 
gument may perhaps be thus cxliL 
bited. Admittnig that, after the 
British statute of July, 1825, was 
passed, the United States ought to 
have dune certain acts to bring 
themselves within the benefit of 
that statute, yet the omission by 
the United States to do those acts, 
was not (as the British govern- 
ment supposed, when it issued the 
Order in Council, of 182G,) an ad- 
vised and deliberate proceeding, 
but was the result of an erroneous 
impression respecting the views 
and intcnlions of the British gov- 
ernment ; and hence, there may 
appear some ground for a revision 
of the British Order in Council — 
that measure, having, in truth, 
been resorted to under the in- 
fluence of a reciprocal mistake. 

In commenting on this argu- 
ment, it is not necessary to inquire 
whether, on the siqiposition that 
the error, or inadvcrtiMicc, of the 

linked States had been occasioned 
by some default on the part of the 
British government, that govern- 
ment would have been under an 
equitable obligation to reconsider 
the steps it had taken in ignorance 
of such error or inadvertence. 
There is no room for any such 
supposition. 

jieeply as Great Britain must 
regret the jnisapprehensions, what 
yet they might be, under which the 
United States acted, she cannot, 
in justice, charge herself with 
having occasioned them. She can- 
not but think that a fair opportu- 
nity was afforded to the American 
government and people to avail 
piemsclves, if they thought fit, of 


the provisions of the act of July, 
1825 ; and the term of that option 
having expired, she cannot con- 
ceive herstdf called upon to re- 
tract, as a matter of course, the 
measures which under the actual 
circumstances in which she found 
herself placed, she was led to 
adopt, on a matter so peculiarly 
within her exclusive control as the 
trade of her own colonies. 

It may be proper, however, to 
examine this subject a little more 
particularly. From the statement 
o&xMr. Gallatin, it appears that the 
omiss*ion of the United States to 
comply with the conditions pre- 
scribed by the act of July, 1825, 
is resolvable into two causes : first, 
neither the government nor the 
Congress rightly understood those 
conditions, the interpretation of 
which, indeed, is represented to be 
a matter of diiliculty. Secondly, 
the government, and probably the 
Congress also, entertained an 
opinion that Great Britain did*not 
mean to alfect the United Spates 
by the act of July, 1825 ; but in- 
tcntled to arrange the intercniirse 
of that country with the British 
colonies by negotiation. 

Mr. (iallatin is also at pains, on tliis 
part of the subject, to explain the 
proceedings in the American House 
'of Represenutives^ respecting the 
bill for the repeal of the discrimina- 
ting duties on goods imported in 
British vessels, from the British co- 
lonies. The bill, he observes, was 
not, ns Mr. Canning had supposed, 
rejected ; it was, by a majority of 
two votes, ordered to lie on the ta- 
ble ; which would not have the ef- 
fect of preventinii^ the House from 
pro’ceeding with it on any future 
day ; tlK)Ugh, either on account of 
the lateness of the session, or (what 
is more probable) from reliance 
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on the successful issue of negotia- 
tfons, the consideration of it was 
not ill fact resumed. 

To begin with the point last 
mentioned, Mr. Gallatin, on the 
nature and eflect of the proceed- 
ings in the House of Representa- 
tives, is of course an authority be- 
yond exception. Even on that 
authority, however, it appears that 
the bill in question was dropped 
deliberately: for it was disposed 
of after a keen contest, and was 
never revived — a mode of treat- 
ing it, which, judging from analo- 
gous proceedings in the legislative 
assemblies of this country, can 
hardly be regarded otherwise than 
as an eflVctual, though an indirect 
rejection. 

But whatever construction may 
be put on tlic fate of that abortive 
* measure, this, at least, may be as- 
serted, that the Congress having, 
during a whole session, had the 
subject under consideration, de- 
signedly omitted to legislate in re- 
fereitce to the British act of July, 
1825. The reason assigned for. 
that emission, are next to be con- 
sidered. 

Mr. Gallatin very clearly states, 
that the conditions on which it was 
intended, by the act of July, 1825, 
to open tile colonial trade to Ame- 
rican vessels, were not distinctly 
understood in the United States ; 
but what was the precise nature of 
the difficulty experienced in con- 
struing those conditions, the un- 
dersigned has not been able to 
collect: for, with regard to the 
specific doubts which Mr. Gallatin 
mentions as attaching to the mean- 
ing of the act, these he seems to 
state rather as suggesting them- 
selves to4iis own mind," on a 
view of the provisions of the act, 


than as th i recorded grounds of the 
perploxih felt by the American 
government or legislature, 

A full exposition of those doubts 
was in fact giv<*n by Mr. G^dlatin, 
in his note to Mr, Ciinning of the 
JSth of December, 1S26, and that 
exposition is, by reference, embo- 
died in the note now under con* 
sideralion, of the 4lh of June ; in 
which last note Mr. (iallatin ob- 
serves, that no explanation in res- 
pect of those doubts has ever been 
given by his Majesty’s govern- 
ment. 

The portion of the act to which 
the remarks of Mr. Gallatin ap- 
ply, is the condition on which the 
intercourse with the British colo- 
nies is opened to other countries, 
possessing no colonies of their own; 
namely, that they shall place the 
commerce and navigation of this 
country, and of its possessions 
abroad, upon the footing of the 
most favoured nations. 

Without meaning to admit, or 
deny, the justice of Mr. Gallatin’s 
criticism on that clause, the under- 
signed bears a willing tribute to 
its force and ability ; but the ques- 
tion after all is, whether the clause 
referred to, threw such a practical 
difficulty in the way of American 
legislation on the subject as to ac- 
count for the total inaction of the 
Congress of the United States?. 
And to this question the la.st note 
of Mr. Gallatin (that is the note of 
the 17th of August) presents a 
dbnclusive answer. It -there ap^ 
pears, that, notwithstanding those 
unexplained doubts, the American . 
government has found no difficul- 
ty in tendering to the British gov- 
ernment the passing of certain 
spe<:ific enactments by Congress, 
as the condition contemplated by 
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Ihcact of July, 1825, that is, as 
the v^ry condition which appeared 
so inexplicable. 

. Not only so, but it is observed 
in that note, as has already been 
mentioned, that, had it nut been 
for Mr. Cannih|T's declaration to 
the contrary effect, “ the govern- 
ment of the United States would 
have no doubt that, upon the pas- 
sage of an act of Congress of that 
tenor, the interdict laid on Ameri- 
can shipping, under the act of Par- 
litiment of 1825, would be remov- 
ed as a matter of course.'* It is 
unnecessary to remark that the 
conditions on which, under that 
act of rarliarncnt, tlie interdict on 
American shipping wonld be re- 
vocable, are the very conditions 
on which the act makes foreign 
shipping admissible to the Hritish 
colonies ; the passage, consequent- 
ly, just cited from Mr. (.lallalin, 
shows that, whatever doubts might 
attach to those conditions, on the 
princi|)les of severe cnnstriicti«»n, 
they .seemed to the government of 
the United Slates so perfectly clear 
for all practical purposes, as to be 
susceptible only of one interpreta- 
tion. 

Even admitting, however, up to 
any required extent, the difficulty 
of construing the act, still it seems 
not easy to account for the inac- 
tion of the American legislature, 
and ^till less for that of the Ameri- 
can government. The Legislature 
might be unable to determine what 
was piefisgjy meant by the condi« 
tion of placing the shi[»ping of 
(ireai Hritain, and her possessions 
al)rOf'id,on the fooling of the most 
fiivoured nation ; hut there could 
be no doubt (hat the conditions in 
any construction of it, could never 
be fulfdled, so long as the discrimi- 


nating duties remained unrepeaL 
ed ; that the abolition of those dii* 
ties was, therefore, an essential 
term in the condition; and that 
this term could be applicable only 
by an act of Congress. If, how- 
ever, the legislature could not thus 
proceed, at least the government, 
which must have felt with it, had 
an effectual remedy for every dif- 
ficulty — tliat of reference to Great 
Britain for explanation ; and the 
undersigned is really at a loss to 
conceive why the whole session of 
1S25 — 26, was suffered to pass 
away* without any resort to an ex- 
pedient so obvious and decisive. 

Besides, however, the alleged 
ambiguity of llie British enact- 
ment, there was a concurrent cause 
wliicli prevented thi! government 
and h‘gi'<laliire of tlie United States 
from taking any steps relating to 
it. 'riu'y were satisfied that the 
British government either consid- 
ered the United States'as exempt, 
or meant to take special mean*s of 
exempting ilicm, from the ojJera- 
tion of the enactment ; and that 
the commercial relations between 
the Uniteil Slates and the British 
colonics were, after all, to be ar- 
ranged by treaty, and not by reci- 
procal laws. 

The grounds on which this per- 
Imasion was eniermined, are very 
fully set fortii and discussed in the 
correspondence between Mr. Gal- 
latin and Mr. Calming; and the 
subject appears so nearly exhaust- 
ed, tint the urulersigned sees no 
occasion for entering into it at 
bree. 

It is, indeed, self-evident that 
the Government, of the United 
Stafes set out with a very mistak- 
en opini«n of the views.of Great 
Britain respecting her colonies, 
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and more especially respecting the 
importance to those colonies of a 
direct intercourse with the ports 
of the United States. This, at 
least, seems the' only principle 
which would account for what is 
otherwise so difficult of explana- 
tion ; namely, that, from the very 
few, and, at best, doubtful indi- 
cations alluded to in the corres- 
pondence, the Government of the 
United States should not only 
have inferred intentions on tho 
part of the British Ministry, 
which, prima facie at least, , we?c 
in direct contrariety to an clahor- 
ate act of Parliament recently in- 
troduced by that very Ministry, 
but should have deduced such in- 
ference so confidently as to act 
upon it for months together, im- 
plicitly, although, during all that 
period, it received no support or 
confirmation of any kind, from 
tho Britislt Government ; and al- 
though it was more than once, in 
official communication with the 
American Government, strongly 
discountenanced by the British 
Minister at Washington. 

The supposition entertained by 
the United States, consisted of 
two alternative members ; the first 
of which was, that the British 
Government i|id not mean so to 
construe the act of July, 1825, 
as to comprehend the United 
States within it, at all ; that is, in 
an act professedly regulating the 
intercourse of tho British colonics 
with all foreign countries, the des- 
cription, ** countries not having 
colonial possessions,” did not in- 
clude the United^ States ; although 
it is admitted that no other expres- 
sion in tl),e act can possikly apply 
to the United States ; although 
this very negotiation proves the 


pre-eminent interest of the United 
States in the subject of the enact- 
ment ; and although Mr. Gallatin 
himself observes, that, ** with the 
exception of some of the German 
States, the terms of the enact- 
ment apply to no other maritime 
power.” 

But, if the act could not bo so 
construed, then it was believed 
that the British Government must 
be intending to exclude the United 
States from the sphere of it, by a 
special Order in Council. This 
supposition is indeed less violent 
than the former — the enactment 
being expressly subject to the ex- 
ception, “ unless Ills Majesty, 
by his Order in Council shall in 
any case deem it expedient to 
grant tho whole, or any of such 
privileges to tho ships of any fo- 
reign country, although the con- 
ditions aforesaid shall not, in all 
respects, be fulfilled by such fo- 
reign country.” 

Yet, surely, it was a little pre- 
mature to assume that tho British 
Government -would gratuitously 
step forward to nullify tho impor- 
tant rule which she had just en- 
acted in the very case to which 
(on this supposition) it pre-emi- 
nently applied. Still more, that 
she should, without reason shewn 
or asked, deviate from those prin- 
ciples of reciprocity for which she 
had been so strenuously contend- 
ing ; and deviate from them in the 
case of that very nation to which 
she had, in regard to Ihoso very 
principles, been making frequent 
and unsuccessful remonstrances. 
And most of all does it seem re- 
markable, that this persuasion 
adpptcd by Mr. Clay, in Decem- 
ber, 1S25, when he felt satisfied 
that the expected Order in Couh- 
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• cil was already on its way to Arne- 
ricilfe). .should have been Icfl wholly 
unshaken by the lapse of six 

• months, during which no such or- 
der arrived, nor the remotest in- 
timation of its being passed or 
intended. 

It will not for a moment be ima- 
gined that, by these observations, 
the undersigned intends to cast 
any doubt on the explanation 
which has been given of the pro- 
cec, dings of the United States on 
the occasion alluded to, or to 
question the motives wliicii dicta- 
ted those proceedings. Put he 
deems it due to his own country, 
due indeed to both the counirics in- 
volved in these discussions, that 
each party should state its opin- 
ions and impressions with perfect 
frankness — a frankness indeed, 
of which Mr. Gallatin himself has 
very honourably furnished an ex- 
ample, and which the undersign- 
ed deems not only consistent with 
friendly feelings, but even essen- 
tial to a mutual good understand- 
ing and cnntidcnce. It is then, in 
the judgment of the undersigned, 
important to show, and with all 
proper deference, he conceives 
himself to have, in fact, shown 
that the misapprehensions with re- 
gard to the views and intentions 
of Great Britain, by which the 

* Goyermnent and the Legislature 
of the United States appear, in 
the present instance, to have been 
.misled, ,werc not warranted by 
any part of the conduct or tho 
language of tho British Govem- 

* ment ; and that this country, 
therefore, is not responsible for 
those misapprehensions, nor obli- 
ged, as of course, to reconksidcr 
any measures on her own part, or 
'to repair any ill consequences on 


the part of others to which they 
may have given rise. 

And hence, the undersigned is 
naturally led to the third and only 
remaining topic of the present 
note. 

Mr. Gallatin asks, whether, in 
the event of such a la\v as he de- 
scribes being passed by Congress, 
too British (Tovernment would 
revoke the Order in Council of the 
27toofJuly, 1S2G, and adopt the 
other measures which lie concur- 
rently mentions ? 

• 'ihc undersigned does full jus- 
tice to the frank and friendly tone 
in which this iqquiry is made ; 
and he feels that the answer of the 
Briti-h Government ought, in the 
same proportion, to be explicit. 

Without commenting on tho 
particular provisions of the law 
whierb, according to the supposi- 
tion of Mr. Gallatin, is to be en- 
acted by Congress, [t is proper to 
say that the British (Jovergment 
Ctinnot prospectively commi^t itself 
to the adoption of any specific line 
of conduct, in the uvent of such 
law being enacted. 

With whatever conformity to 
toe suggestion of Mr. Gallatin, the 
proposed law may, as to its gene- 
ral principles, be framed ; still, 
those general pgnciples, are lia- 
ble to be accompanied by details, 
which no anticipation can em- 
brace. 

Much, also, may turn on the 
position and circumstances both 
of this country, of the United 
States, and of tho commercial 
commonwealth in general, at tho 
time when suqh law come into 
effect. This last consideration 
is indeed conclusive for it has 
relation to the very essence of 
the principles which tho British 
17 
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Government entertains on the pre- 
sent subject. Strictly asserting 
her right to prohibit or to regulate 
the intercourse of foreigners with 
her colonies, according to her 
conception of her own interests, 
and without explanation or apolo- 
gy to other States, it would bo 
impossible for Great Britain, with- 
out a compromise of her princi- 
ples, to pledge herself by ad- 
vance, and with reference to cir- 
cumstances yet unknown, or par- 
tially foreseen, to the establish- 
ment of any particular systern of 
policy in relation to such inter- 
course. 

On another, and distinct ground, 
the mode of proceeding suggested 
by Mr. Gallatin seems liable to 
exception. In adjusting her colo- 
nial relations witli foreigners, this 
country has preferred the method 
of municipal legislation to that of 
treaty ; and tlic United States 
have at length acquiesced in that 
preference, though not theinselvfis 
approving it. I'lic process re- 
commended by Mr. Gallatin (and 
which, if adopted, must become a 
precedent,) would scern to com- 
bine the disadvantages of both 
methods without proportionally 
securing the benetits of cither. If 
the terms of colonial intercourse 
are to be adjusted by mutual laws, 
but those laws themselves are to 
be founded on informal agree- 
ments, previously entered into 
between the Governments, it is 
manifest that a course of jirocccd- 
ing is pursued, which I'ully en- 
sures neither the certainty and 
notoriety of international conven- 
tion, nor the facility and indepen- 
dence of domestic legislation. 

On the whole, llis Majesty’s 
Ministers feel themselves under 


the necessity of declining to gi^‘ 
the pledge invited by Mr. ^Gal- 
latin ; and this with no special or 
exclusive reference to the peculiar 
measure in question. Their reso- 
lution is the result of considera- 
tions, general in their nature, and 
conclusive against a prospcctivo 
pledge of any description respect- 
ing the colonial policy of Great 
Britain, whether of relaxation or 
restriction. 

In the formation of this deci- 
sion, the undersigned is persuaded 
that it is unnecessary to disclairn 
the influence of any unfriendly 
feelings towards the United States, 
lie can only repeat that the Bri- 
tish Governtnont clicrishos, for 
the United States, sentiments only 
of sincere amity. 

The undersigned has the honour 
to renew to Mr. Gallatin the as- 
surance of his high considera- 
tions. 

DUDLEY. 

Foreign OlTjup, Out. 1, ir.27. 

GALJ.ATIN TO LOUD DUDLF.Y. 

To the lit. Hon, the Karl of I)ud^‘ 
ley, tj-c. ^ 

The undersigned, Minister of 
the United States, has the honour 
to acknowledge the receipt of tho 
note addressed to him, on the first 
of this month, by Lord Dudley, 
Jlis Majesty’s Prineipul Secretary 
of State for Foreign Ailairs, in 
answer to the notes of the under- 
signed, of the 4th of Jjune, and 
17th of August last, on the sub- 
ject of the colonial intercourse. 

It is believed, that Lord Dud- 
ley would, on a close examination 
of the measures which tho Presi- 
dent., of tho United States was 
willing to recommend to Con- 
gress, have been satisfied that 
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thoae measures would not only 
have tended to relax, but would 
. have altogether abrogated all the 
restrictions imposed by the Ame- 
rican Legislature on the colonial 
intercourse flirough the medium 
of Jiritish vessels. 

The objection drawn from an 
anticipation of the details, which 
might have accompanied the 
general principles of the proposed 
law, would have been easily re- 
moved. And those that are sug- 
gested against the process recom- 
mended by the American Govern- 
ment, seem less conclusive against 
it, than supporting the preference 
which the United States had given 
to an arrangement by treaty. 

But since llis Majesty’s Min- 
isters are of opinion that much 
may turn on the position and cir- 
cumstances of (irreat Britain, of 
the United States, and of the 
commercial world in general, 
when such laws should come into 
eflicct ; and since, in declining to 
give the pledge invited by the 
overture of America, they have 
explicitly declared that their reso- 
lution was the result of considera- 
tions general in their nature, and 
conclusive against a prospective 
pledge of any description respect-, 
iiig the colonial policy of Great 
‘ Britain ; the undersigned, whose 
eftorts to obtain a more favoura- 
ble answer to the inquiry he had 
, been directed to make, have been 
unavailing, has no other duty to 
perform, in that respect, than to 
transmit to his Government the 
determination of that of Groat 
Britain. 

It is with regret that the u^idcr- 
signed finds that Lord Dudley, 
'who had at first considcrod the 
' note of *the 4th of June as not 


calling for any reply, has now 
deemed it necessary to offer some 
comment on the explanations con- 
tained in that note, of the conduct 
of the Government of the United 
States, in relation to the colonial 
intercourse, subsequent to the act 
of Parliament of July ,*1825. lie 
had designedly separated the ex- 
planations from the inquiry, and 
suticred more than two months to 
elapse between his two notes, in 
order to afford suflicient time for 
VLny reply which that of the 4th 
June might require, and in order 
that the discussion on the topics 
embraced by it Ifeing finally con- 
cluded, the proposal he had to 
make might bo taken into consid- 
eration, without any retrospect of 
antecedent circumstances, and 
solely as a question of policy and 
mutual convenience. It is with 
unfeigned reluctance that he finds 
himself compelled again to ^ evert 
to points already so much deba- 
ted, and to take some nolice of 
Lord Dudley’s observations on 
explanations which it hifd been 
hoped, would have been deemed 
satisfactory. 

It is correctly slated that the 
reasons alleged by the United 
Slates for not having complied 
with the condition prescribed by 
the act of Parliament of July, 
1S25, wore, first, because the 
opinion was entertained, that it 
was still the intention of Great 
Britain that the intercourse should 
be arranged by nogoliation : sec- 
ondly, because it was not known 
whether the condition was rightly 
understood. * 

Onjlie last point, Lord Dudley 
seems to think that 'the doubts 
which the undersigned had men- 
tioned as attaching to the meaning 
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of the act were rather the sug- 
gestions of his own mind, than 
the recorded grounds of the per- 
plexity felt by the American Gov- 
ernment or Legislature. And he 
infers, from (he specific proposal 
contained in the note of the un- 
dersigned of tho 17th of August, 
and from an allusion to a declara- 
tion of Mr. Canning, that the con- 
dition in question, had seemed to 
the Government of the United 
States so perfectly clear for all 
practical purposes, as to bo sus^- 
ceptiblo only of one interpreta- 
tion. 

The note of the undersigned, in 
which he tried to explain in what 
consisted tho difficulty of under- 
standing what was meant by the 
condition of the act of Parlia- 
ment, is that of December 28, 
1826; and that note was expli- 
citly stated to bo founded on ** a 
despatch from the Secretary of 
State of the United States, the 
Bubstdneo of which he was in- 
structed to communicate to Mr. 
Canning.’’ The statement of the 
doubts attaching to tho meaning 
of the'act, though varied in the ex- 
pression, was, in substance, taken 
from that despatch; which, al- 
though it has not attracted the no- 
tice of Lord Dudley, was com- 
municated to Congress, and re- 
published in December or Jan- 
uary last, in several of tho London 
newspapers. 

But as, notwithstanding this, 
doubts may still be entertained re- 
specting the recorded grounds of 
the perplexity felt on that subject 
by tho American Government and 
Ijegislature, during tho session of 
1825, 182^1 the undersigned has 
the honour to cnelose a copy of 
the report of the committee oHhe 


Senate, of March, 31, 1826,' to 
which he had already alluded in 
his note of 4th of June. 

This document will satisfy 
Lord Dudley that the Committee 
had under consideration the Balti- 
more memorial, requesting that 
British vessels, from whatever 
ports, might be admitted (in the 
ports of the United States) on the 
same] terms as the vessels of the 
most favoured nations; and that 
the Committee’s report against 
the prayer of the petitioners was 
founded on two reasons: first, 
that, to admit British vessels in- 
discriminately, with their cargoes, 
from whencesoever arriving, or of 
w'hatsoever composed, on the 
same terms as vessels of the most 
favoured nations, or, in other 
words, to comply with tho condi- 
tion of the act of Parliament, as 
understood by the Committee, 
would operate as a surrender of 
the principle of equality, &c. 
Secondly, that a (corresponding) 
desire to arrange the colonial in- 
tercourse on a satisfactory footing, 
appeared to exist on the part of 
the British Government ; and that 
the negotiations respecting it 
were expected to come to a defi- 
nitive issue before the next session 
of Congress. 

To this day, the Government 
of the United States arc not sure 
that they understand precisely 
what was intended by the^condir 
tion. Desirous as they wore that 
their proposal should be accepted, 
they wished to present it in the 
most unm^ccptionublo form; and 
if, instead of'ofiering to comply 
with the act of Parliament, which 
certainly was the most simple pro- 
position, and the most likely to be 
favourably received, a specific 
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proposal has been mado, it is, in 
fact, because it was thought un- 
safe to agree to terms not sufli- 
, cicudy understood, and which 
have not been explained. 

It has been* justly observed by 
Lord Dudley, that the abolition 
of tlio discriminating duties must, 
under any construction of the act, 
have been an essential term in 
the condition. 'J'he undersigned 
in his note of December 28, 1826, 
when observing that the words 
“ commerce and navigation of 
this country,” might have been in- 
tended to include only the circui- 
tous intercourse, expressly stated, 
what was true, that this last in- 
terpretation had been suggested 
only by the observations tliat had 
occurred in the course of JMr. 
Canning’s correspondence with 
him.” Mr. Canning had limited 
his animadvetsions on the acts of 
the United States to two enact- 
ments only — the discriminating 
duties, and the restrictions on Bri- 
tish vessels employed in wluit has 
been called the circuitous or indi- 
rect intercourse. The specific 

proposal made by the United 
Slates, embraces those two ob- 
jocts. Having no other light but 
was derived from the correspon- 
dence, they presume, without be- 
fng certain that they were not iiiis- 
taken, that it might be accepted 
as a fullilnient of the condition. 
The infnnatiou that they would 
have considered the removal of 
tlic interdict as a matter of course, 
bad it not been for Mr. Canning’s 
declaration, is clearly to*bc under- 
stood as founded on the supposition 
that they were not mistaken in.tlio 
ihterpretation, which, for the rea- 
sons that have been stated, they 
^liad veered to givo to4ho act of 


Parliament. But it cannot cer- 
tainly be inferred, that, because 
in framing a proposal, and reason- 
ing upon it, they have been indu- 
ced to adopt, or rather to assume, 
a certain construction they no 
longer have, much less that they 
never had, well founded doubts on 
the meaning of the act. 

It is rather remarkable that, af- 
ter those doubts had been so ex- 
plicitly stated in the note of De- 
cember 2S, 1826, to Mr. Canning, 
liti fjid not even advert to that 
branch oj' the discussion in his 
reply of .lanuary ^27, 1827: and 
still more so, that Lord Dudley, 
whilst commenting upon it, should 
have carefully avoided giving any 
explanation ; and, on the contrary, 
should have distinctly said, that 
he neither admitted nor denied ' 
that the construction, which the 
undersigned had suggpsted as be- 
ing the literal, and which Lord 
Dudley designates as the seyercr 
interpretation of the act. “The 
undersigned is at a loss how to 
account for the reluctance which 
seems lo have been evinced, of 

saying, at once, what was truly in- 
tciitled by the condition so often 
alluded to. 

- The final disposition of the bill, 
which had i)eeii introduced for the 
repeal of the discriminating duties, 
even if considered as an absolute 
rejection, proves only that, cither 
it appeared to be unnecessary, as 
not fill filling all the conditions re- 
quired by the act of Parliament, 
or that tho American Legislature 
relied on tho issqc of the cNpected 
iicgotiution. 

Ifthu Government of the Uni- 
ted States did not apply to that of 
(treat Britain for an explanation 
of tho condition, it was partly 
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because the distance between the 
two countries would have render- 
ed such explanation unavailing in 
relation to any . proceedings of 
Congress during the ])en(ling ses- 
sion, principally because entire re- 
liance was placed on the issue of 
the negotiations: since the Cabi- 
net of Washington had concluded 
to withdraw all the propositions 
which had heretofore prevented 
an arrangement. 

'I he reasons why not the slight- 
est apprehension was entertaiivd 
of the deterinination of the Initish 
Government to considi'r tliis as 
no longer a fit subj(?ct for negotia- 
tions have been repeatedly stated. 

At the conclusion of the con- 
ferences of the year 1824 between 
the Plenipotentiaries of the two 
countries, the negotiations were 
expressly stated to be suspended 
by the necessity of referring to 
Wasliingtoii on some of the sub- 
jects which had been discussed ; 
and „ the Plenipotentiaries jiarted 
under circiimstahces which pre- 
vented, /or the present, any fur- 
ther progress in the negotiations. 

Indeed, those which iiave boon 
carried on between II is Majesty’s 
Plenipotentiaries and the under- 
signed, have been so clearly con- 
sidered as being generally the con- 
tinuation of the negotiations of 
1824, that at tiieir first conference, 
and in relation to the subject first 
taken up, the British Plenipoten- 
tiaries observed, that a proposal 
of settlement on that subject having 
been offered on the part of Great 
Britain during the course* of the 
negotiations in 1 824, which propo- 
sal had been taken by the Atfieri- 
can Plenipotentiary for ’Hiference 
to his Government, tiiey presumed 
that Mr. Gallatin was prepared to 
give an answer to that, or to offer 


some new proposal.'^ And the 
American Plenipotentiary did ac- 
cordingly sulistiiufe another for 
that which had been made by Mr. 
Rush in 1821. 

'Phere was, iberefore, a perfect 
understanding between the two 
Guveriiments, in (bat respect. His 
Majesty's Minister at Washing- 
ton, in conformity with it, an- 
uovmced, \\\ March, .1826, to the 
Government of the United' States, 
that bis own was preparing to pro- 
ceed in the important negotiations 
betw'een the two countries ; that a 
new Plenipotentiary had been ap- 
pointed on the part of Great Bri- 
tain; and tliat the negotiations 
would, therefore, fortliwith be re- 
sumed. 

No exception bad been made — 
none was at the time suggested to 
be intended on tlio part of Great 
Britain, with respect to the colo- 
nial intercourse. 

Lord Dudley has taken no no- 
tice of the circumstances which so 
naturally induced the Amcricau 
Government to rely on the ensu- 
ing negotiation, as the means of 
regulating the intercourse in a 
manner satisfactory and beneficial 
to both countries. But, referring 
to a letter of December, 1825, 
from Mr. Clay to a niemhor of 
Congress, he has expressed his as- 
tonisiiment, that it could have been 
supposed that the British Govern- 
ment did not mean so to construe 
the act of July, 1 825, as - to cora- 
prelieiid the United States within 
in it ; and that, if it had been at 
fust presumed that they would be 
excepted by a special Order in 
Ctmncil, that expectation should 
have been unshaken, when after 
six months, no such order hi^ 
been issued, nor intimation giv^ 
to that effect. 
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'Mt lias not been believed by the 
Government of the United States 
that, in case an arrangement was 
not made by treaty, i^they would 
.nevertheless, by special favour, be 
permanently exempted from the 
general operntibn of ihc act. But, 
it was presumed that fireat Bri- 
tain, under the expectation of a fa- 
vourable issue of the negotiations 
that were to be forthwith resum- 
ed, would suspend the opcr-alion 
of the act in regard to the United 
States, until the result of those ne- 
gotiations was ascertained. In 
what manner that suspension ivould 
be elTected was not known. 

Mr..Clay’s letter is written en- 
tirely in that spirit. Tie did not 
believe that it was inteiulcd by the 
British (Government that the act of 
July, 1Sl’5, should disturb the 
trade between the British colonies 
and the United States ; first, and 
principally, because it would be 
inconsistimt with negotiations be- 
tween the two Ciovernments, con- 
templated, if not yet resumed. 
Hud it not been that it had been an- 
nounced by the aulhorilies of Hali- 
fax, that it was intended to close 
tlitit port against American vessels, 
he would have been strongly inclin- 
ed to think that'/hc intercourse was 
intended to continue to he regu- 
lated by the former acts of Parlia- 
njenr. If the Halifax construc- 
tion should prove to be correct, he 
was persuaded that an exception 
in favour of the American trade 
would be' made by a special Order 
in Council. 

, It is true, that no such order was 
issued, and I'qually true tliat, after 
t|ie lapse of a few weeks, iieiilier 
Mr. Clay nor any other person in 
^jnerica expected that it would be 
issued. P'or, the Halifax con- 
struction having been abandoned, 
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and that as well as all the other 
British colonial ports remaining 
open to American vessels, aAer 
the day when the act of Parlia- 
ment was to take effect, it was 
concluded, without furtlicr inves- 
tigation, that that act was not in- 
tended, at least for a tinio, to ope- 
rate on the United States. It has 
since been made known that the 
suspension, which in fact took 
place, was ■mlendecl by Great Bri- 
tain, not in reference to negotia- 
tion, but in order to ascertain the 
result of the j)roceedijigs in Con- 
gress.* 

I.ord rfudley intimates that the 
Government of the United States 
set out with a very mistaken opin- 
ion of the views of (Great Britain 
respecting her colonies, and more 
especially respecting the impor- 
tance to those colonies of a direct 
intercourse with the ports of the 
United States ; and jjc* scorns to 
think that this is the only principle 
which woiiM account for some of 
the proceedings of that Go’jlcrn- 
lueiit. 

Coinciding entirely in 'Lord 
Dudley’s opinion, that perfect 
frankness is not only consistent 
with friendly feelings, but even es- 
sential to a mutual good under- 
standing and cuufuience, the iiii- 
tlersigned will be sis explicit on 
this as on any other subject. The 
United States do not su))pose the 
direct intercourse between their 
ports and the British colonies to be 
necessary to those colonies. 'Fhey 
know that the Britisii West In- 
dies have been supjilied by other 
means, and have not materially 
sullered during those periods when 
that intercourse was interrupted 
by war,*or has been interdicted 
by the laws of the two coimtries. 

"But, though run necessary to 
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either party, that commerce is 
known to be beneficial to both. 
The proof is found in the fact that 
it has always been carried on to a 
considerable extent whenever it 
has been permitted ; that absolute 
prohibitions can alone stop it. 
That Great Rritnin thinks so her- 
self, cannot be denied. It is bc- 
Vievcdtbat, except wbcntbe two 
nations have unfortunately been at 
war, there has not, to this day, 
been any time at w'hich the inter- 
course has not, with certain limi- 
tations, been allowed by hjir/iii 
British vessels. 

There arc . not perhaps, two 
countries, within the sanio dis- 
tance from one another, and with 
such easy and prompt communi- 
cations, which have products so 
essentially ditlcrcnt as the West 
Indies and the United States. 
There arc, therefore, not any, be- 
tween which commerce is more 
natural, and the exchange of their 
respective commodities more mu- 
tually beneficial. The laws, which 
interdict such an intercourse, are 
an obvious and practical departure 
from those principles of free trade, 
which, in other respects, arc so 
ably upheld and vindicated. 

It is not at all asserted that the 
injury arising Jroin a suspension 
of that commerce, is more heavily 
felt by one party than by the other. 
The Amprican Government nei- 
ther overrates the importance to 
the West Indies of the direct in- 
tercourse, nor denies its great utili- 
ty to the United States. — In both 
countries the planter or farmer is, 
by the suspension, deprived of one 
of tlie markets for his produce, 


and compelled to pay (h^rer for 
his supplies ; and a positive evil 
is inflicted on both parlies, witii- 
out any visible advantage to 
either. 

The right of Grjpat llritnin to 
reg“n/ate the intercourse with her 
colonics, is not ijiieslioned ; and 
it is not usual for nations to make 
any great sacrifice, for the sake 
of asserting abstract principles 
which are not contested. She 
is, undoubtedly, the only proper 
judge of what should be her com- 
mercial policy. The undersigned 
has not been fortunate cnoiigji to 
be able to discover what actual 
advantages she derives from the 
measures in which she perseveres 
in regard to the colonial inter- 
course. He has apprehended that 
considerations foreign to the ques- 
tion, might continue to oppose 
obstacles to a proper understand- 
ing. Nothing has been omitted 
to remove those which might have 
arisen from misconceptions of the 
views and proceedings of the 
American Government. It is gra- 
tifying to have received assuran- 
ces that the decision of (rreat Bri- 
tain was not influenced by any 
unfriendly feelings towards the 
United States. Tlicir sentiments 
for Great Britain arc those of ami- 
ty and good w'ill ; — and their 
Government is animated . by a 
sincere desire to improve and 
strengtiicn tiic friendly relations 
of the two countries. 

The undersigned has the honour 
to renew to Lord Dudley the as- 
surance of his high consideration. 
AI<fiKRT GALLA'l'IN. | 

Octot)cr, 3, 1827. 
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CORRESPONDENCE ON THE NAVIOATION or THE ST. LAWRENCE. 


B 

Jlmerican paper on the JVavi^a- 

tion of the Sf. Lawrence. — I8fh 

Protocol, 

Tlie right of the People of the 
United States to navigate the river 
St. Lawrence, to and from the 
sea, has never yet been discussed 
between the Governments of the 
United States and (ircat Britain. 
If it has not been distinctly as- 
serted by the former, in negotia- 
tion, hitherto, it is because the 
benefits of it have been tacitly en- 
joyed, and because the interest, 
now become so great, and daily 
acquiring fresh magnitude, has, It 
may almost be said, originated 
since the acknowledgment of the 
independence of the United States, 
in 1783. This river is the only 
outlet provided by nature for the 
inhabitants of several among the 
largest and most populous States 
of the American Union. Their 
right to use it, as a medium of 
communication with the ocean, 
rests upon the same ground of 
natural right and obvious neces- 
sity heretofore asserted by the 
Government in behalf of the peo- 
ple of other portions of the Uni- 
ted States, in relation to the Mis- 
sissip’pi River. It lias sometimes 
been said, that the possession by 
o,no nation of botli the shores of a 
river at its month, gives the right 
of obstructing the navigation of 
It to the people of other nations 
diving on the banks abo\'o ; but it 
■remains to bo shown upon what 
Satisfactory grounds the assiinip- 
Qon by the nation below of exclu- 
sive jurisdiction over a river, thus 
^Situated^^n bo phici^d. The 


common right to navitratc it, is, 
on the other hand, a right of na- 
ture. 'riiis is a principle which, 
it is conceived, w iW he found to 
have the sanction of 'the most 
revered autlioritics of ancient and 
modern times : and, it’ then* have 
been temporary occasions when 
it has been questioned, it is not 
known tli/it the reasons upon 
wliieh it rests, as developed in the 
most*npj)rovcd works upon public 
law', have, ever been impiigncfl. 
As a general principle, it stands 
unshaken, 'riic dispute relative 
to the Scheldt, in is, per- 

haps, the occasion when the argu- 
ment drawn from natural right was 
most attempted to ho impeached. 
Here the circumstances were al- 
together peculiar. Amongst oth- 
ers, it is known to have heei^ al- 
leged by the Dutch, that the whole 
course of the two branches of 
this river, which passed w ithin the 
dominions of Holland, was hUirc- 
hf artificial ; that it owed its ex- 
istence to the skill and labour of 
Dutchmen ; that its banks had 
been reared up at immense, cost, 
.and were in like manner main- 
tained. Hence, * probably, the 
motive ibr that stipulation in the 
treaty of iMmisler, whieli had con- 
tinued for more than a ccntuiy, 
that the lower Scheldt, with the 
canals of vSas and Swin, and other 
months of the sea bordering upon 
tliem, should he kepi eh^sed on 
the side belonging to the States. 
Hid the case of the. St. Law- 
rence iii totally ditlerenl. Spe- 
cial, also, as seemed the grounds 
which the Dutch took ns against 
the emperor of (ilemianv, in tliis 
1*5 ’ 
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case of the Scheldt, and, although 
they also stood Jupon a specific 
and positive compact, of long du- 
ration, it is, nevertheless, known 
that the public voice of Europe, 
on this part of the dispute, prepon- 
derated against tlioni. It may well 
have doifc so, since there is no 
sentiment more deeply and uni- 
versally felt than that the ocean is 
free to all men, and the waters 
that flow into it, to those whose 
home is upon their shores. In 
nearly every part of Ihc world \rc 
find this natural right acknow- 
ledged, by laying navigublo rivers 
open to all the'inhabitants of their 
banks ; and, wherever ihc stream, 
entering the limits of another so- 
ciety or nation, has been inter- 
dicted to the u|)pcr inhabitants, it 
has been an act of force by a 
stronger against a weaker party, 
and condemned by the judgment 
of mankind. Tlio riglit of the 
upper inhabitants to the full use of 
the ; stream, rests upon the same 
imperious wants as that of the 
lower; upon the same intrinsic 
necessity of partici|)ating in tlio 
benefits of ibis flowing element. 
Rivers were given for the use of 
all persons living in the country 
of which they make a part, and .a 
primary use (ff navigable ones is 
that of external commerce. The 
public good of nations is the ob- 
ject of the law of nations, ns that 
of individuals is of municipal law. 
The interest of a part gives way 
to that of the whole ; the particular 
to the general. The former is 
subordinate ; the latter paramount. 
This is the principle perva/liiig 
every code, national or rrmnicipal, 
whose basis is laid in moral right, 
and whose aim is tbo universal 
good. All that can bo rccpiircd 
under a principal so incontcstible, 


so wise, and, in its permanent rc- 
kults upon the great fabric of hu- 
man society, so beneficent, is^ 
that reasonable compensation be 
made whenever the general good 
culls for partial sacviiices, whether 
from individuals in a local juris- 
diction, or from one nation con- 
sidered as an integral ])art of the 
family of nations. '^J’liis is ac- 
cordingly done in the case of 
roads, and the right of way, in 
single communities ; and is ad- 
mitted to be just, ill the form of 
moderate tolls, where a foreign 
passage lakes place through a 
natural curront, kept in rcjiair by 
the nation holding its shores be- 
low. The latter predicament is 
not supposed to be that of the St. 
Lawrence at this day, since it is 
not known that any urUficial con- 
structions, looking simidy to its 
navigation, have yet been employ- 
ed, either upon its hanks, or in 
keeping the channel clear. This 
has been tho case, in connexion 
with other facilities and prutcc- 
lioii aftorded to navigation, uith 
tho Elbe, tlic JMaese, the Wesor, 
tlic Oder, and various other rivers 
of Europe that miglit be named : 
and tile incidental right of toll lias 
followed. It may be mentioned, 
however, as a fact, under tills 
head, tliat the prevailing disposi- 
tion of Eiiroju; defeated Un at- 
tempt, once made hy Denmark, to 
exact a toll at the month of Ihc 
Kibe, hy means of a fort on tho 
Holstein siile, which commanded 
it. The sound dues have been 
admitted, in favour of Donmarl?., 
hut not always without scrulini, 
and only under well cstahlislaJj 
rules. We know that, iiridfr 
some circumstances, and with 
due precautions, a r'ght is even 
allowed to armies to pds!) through 
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il neutral territory for the destruc- 
tive purposes of war. I low much 
stronger, and more unqualified the 
right to seek a passage through a 
natural stream, fur the useful and 
innocent purpisos of commerce 
and subsistence ! A must authen- 
tic and unequivocal confirmation 
of this doctrine, has liccn afforded, 
at a recent epoch, by the parties 
to the Kuropean alliance, and 
largely,* as is believed, through 
the enlightened instrumentality of 
Crreut Britain, at the negotiation 
ofthe treaties at the Congress of 
Vienna. It has been stipulated in 
these treaties, that the Bhine, flic 
Ncckcr, the Mayne, the IMosclle, 
the ^Tacse, and the Scheldt, arc 
to ho free to all nations. The ob- 
ject of these stipulations undoubt- 
edly has hecii, to lay the naviga- 
tion of these rivers effectively 
open to all the people dwelling 
upon their banks, or within their 
neighbourhood, and to abolish 
those unnatural and unjust restric- 
tions by which the inhabitants of 
tlio intorior of Germany have been 
too olllon deprived of Ihcir outlet 
to the sen, by an abu.s(3 of that 
sovereignty rather than its right, 
which would impute an cxclusivo 
dominion over a river to any one 
State not holding all its shores. 
These stipulations may be consi- 
dcrerhas an indication of (lie pre- 
sent judgment of Europe upon the 
point, and would seem to super- 
sfcdo furtlrcr reference to the case 
of other rivers, and from their re- 
cent, us well as high authority, 
further illustration of jiny kind. 
n''hey imjdy a substantial recogni- 
tion of the principle, that, wlial- 
\vcr may sometimes have li^cn 
iHC claim to an exclusive right by 
ono natioiy>vcr a river, under tlio 
^circum^Hiihccs in question, Iho 


claim, if founded in an alleged 
right of sovereignty, could, at best 
only be supposed to spring from 
the social compact : whereas the 
right of navigating tlie river, is a 
right of nature, prc-cxistent in 
point of time, not necessary to 
luivc been surrendered up for any 
purpose of the common good, 
and unsusceptible of annihilation. 
Tliere is no principle of national 
law, and universal justice, upon 
which the provisions of the Vienna 
treaties are founded, that does not 
lUppIyto sustain the rigid of the 
Bcoplc of the United States to 
navigate the St. Lawrence. The 

relations between the soil and the 
water, and those of man to both, 
form the eternal basis of this right. 
These relations are too intimate 
and powerful to bo separated. A 
nation deprived of the use of the 
wahir tlowing tlirough its soil, 
would see itself stripped of many 
of the most beneficial uses of* the 
soil itself; so that its rigid tq use 
the water, and freely to pass over 
it, becomes an indispcnsible ad- 
junct to its lorritorial rights. It is a 
means so iidcrwoveii >\itli the end, 
that to disjoin them would he to de- 
stroy the end. ^Vliy should the wa- 
ter impart its fertility to the earth, 
'if the products of \lic latter are to 
be left to perish upon the shores? 

It may be proper to advert to 
the footing, in point of fact, upon 
which the navigation of this river 
stands, at present, between the 
two countries, so far as the regula- 
tions of Great Britain arc concern- 
ed. The act of Bailiamcid of tho 
od of Geo. IV, chapter 119, 
August 5, 1822, has permitted 
the iuq'ortation from the United 
Slates, by land, or water, into 
any port of entry in cither of the 
Canadas, at winch there is a cus- 
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toinlionso, of certain articles of 
tlio United States, enumerated in 
a schodulo, subject to the duties 
winch arc specified in another 
sclicdnic. Under the funner 
schedule, many of the most im- 
portant articles of the United 
States are excluded ; and, under 
tiic latter, the duties arc so high 
as to be equivalent to a prohibition 
of some that arc nominally admit- 
ted. The foregoing act lays no 
impositions on the merchandise 
of tiie United States descending 
file St. Lawrence with a vie*'y fo 
exportation on the ocean. ; but an 
act of rarliamcnt of lb21 docs, 
viz : upon the timber ami lumber 
of the United Slates. Such, in 
general termi, is tlio footing ujtoii 
which the intercourse is placed by 
, (ho British acts, and it may ho 
alike pro|)or, in connexion with 
this reference to it, to mention 
the conditions of intercourse which 
it luw superseded. To whatever 
ohscKvations the duties imposed 
on tHe products of llio I'liiled 
Slates,, imporlod for sale into the 
ports of Canada, may otherwise 
bo liable, as well as tlie exclusion 
of sotnc of them altogether, it will 
l)e understood that it is only the 
unobstructed passage of the river, 
considered as a^,coinrnon highway, 
that is claimed us a right. Uy the 
treaty stipulations of November, 
1794, between the two countries, 
the United States were allowed to 
import into the two Canadas ali 
articles of merchandise, the im- 
portation of which w'us not entire- 
ly prohibited, subject to no oilier 
duties than were j/ayahle by Dri- 
tish subjects on the iniporlatiun''or 
the same articles frum ^jlurope 
into the Canadas. Tire same lati- 
tude of importation w'as allowed 


into the United States from the 
Canadas, subject to no other 
duties than were payable on tho 
importation of the .same articles 
into the Atlantic ports of the Uni- 
ted States. Ueltries^vcrc made free 
on both sides. Ali tolls and rates 
of ferriage were to be the same 
upon the inhabitants of both coun- 
tries. No transit duties at porta- 
ges, or carrying places, were to 
be levied on cither side. These 
provisions were declared, in the 
treaty, to be designed to secure, 
to both parties, tlic local advanta- 
ges common to both, and to pro- 
mote u disposition favoiirahlo to 
Iriundslilji and good iiciglihour- 
hood. The waters on each side 
were made free, with the excep- 
tion, reciprocally, at that time, of 
ve.ssels of the United Stales going 
to the scapoits of the IJrilish ter- 
ritories, or navigating their rivers 
hclwecii their mouths and the 
highest port of cniry from the sea ; 
and ofllritish ve.sscls navigating 
the rivers of the United States 
beyond the highest ports of entry 
from tlic sea. These treaty re- 
gubations arc found among the ar- 
ticles declared, when the instru- 
ment was made, to he permanent. 
Ilolh countries continued to abide 
by them, until Great Britain pass- 
ed the acts above recited, by 
which it appears that she has con- 
sidered the intervening war of 
1S12, as abrogating the whole of 
the treaty of November,' 1794. 
The United States have continued 
to allow, up to the present time, 
its provisions, regulating this in- 
tercourse, 'to operate in favour off 
the Canadas. By the act of Par-| 
iiament, of tlio 3d of Geo. IV f 
chapter 44, taken in conjunction 
witii the act of the saipe year^ 
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chapter 119, above mentioned, 
the right of the vessels of the Uni- 
ted States to the whole navigation 
of the St. Lawrence appears to bo 
• taken for granted : by the first, 
from the Occiin to Quebec ; and, 
by the second, from any part of 
the territories of the United States 
to Quebec. But a discretionary 
power is given to the Colonial 
Governments in Canada, to do 
away the effect of tho latter per- 
mission, by excepting any of the 
Canadian posts from those to 
which the vessels of the United 
States arc, by tho act, made ad- 
missible ; whilst tile duties which 
it imposes upon siicli of the ex- 
ports of tho United States as could 
alone render llie trade piofitahlc, 
arc prohibitory. But it is llio 
right of navigating tliis river upon 
a basis of certainty, without ob- 
struction or hindrance of any kind, 
or the hazard of it in future, that 
the United States claim for their 
citizens. 

The iinportauco of this claim 
may be estimated when it is con- 
sidered that the people of at least 
as many of the States as Illinois, 
Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New 
York, Vermont, Maine, and New 
Hampshire, and tho Territory of 
of Michigan, liavo an immediate 
interest in it, not to dwell upon 
'the pco^cctivc, d^-xivativc inter- 
est which is attached to it in other 
portions of the Union. The parts 
of the Umted States connected, 
directly or remotely, with this 
river, and the inland seas through 
which it communicates^ with the 
Secan, form, indeed, an extent 
<if territory, and comprise, even 
or. this day, an aggregate of po- 
petlation, which bespeak the in- 
h^rcst at stake to be of the very 


highest nature, and one which, 
after every deduction suggested 
by the artificial channels which 
may be substituted for the natural 
one of tliis great stream, make it, 
emphatically, an object of nation- 
al concernment and attention. 
Having seen the groumls of ne- 
cessity and reason upon which the 
right of so great and growing a 
population, to seek its only natu- 
ral path-way to the ocean, rests, 
it may ho expected that they 
should be supported by the es- 
tiibli.-^ied principles of internation- 
al law. •This shall bo^ done by 
the citation of passages from tho 
writings of the most eminent pub- 
licists, always hoanng In mind 
that the right, under discussion, 
becomes sUong in proportion to 
the extent wliieh tlie country|,of . 
the upper inhabitants, in its con- 
nexion v.ith the stream, hears to 
the country of the lower inhabi- 
tants. Vattcl, in hook 2, elf. 9, 
sec. 127, lays down the lojlow- 
ing as a general position : “ Na- 
ture, who designs her gifts for the 
common advantage of men, does 
not allow of their being kept from 
their use, when they can be fur- 
nished with them, without any 
prejudice to the proprietor, and 
'by leaving still iintwiiched all the 
utility uiul advantages lie is capa- 
ble of receiving from his rights.” 
The same author, same book, 
ell. 10, see. 132, says, “ l*ro- 
pciiy cannot deprive nations of 
the general right of travelling over 
the earth, in order to have a com- 
munication with each otlier, for 
carrying on tradi and other just 
reasons. Tho master of a coun- 
try may* only rcliise the passage 
on paiticnlar occasions, where ho 
finds it is prejudicial or danger* 
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ous.” In sec. 134, he adds, “ A 
passage ought, also, to be grant- 
ed for merchandise, and as this 
may, in common, .be done witli- 
oiit inconvenience, to rerusc it, 
without just reason, is injuring a 
nation, and endeavouring to de- 
prive it oP the means of carrying 
on a trade with other Slates ; if 
the passage occasion any incon- 
venience, any expense for the 
preservation of canals and high- 
ways, it may be rccompeihscd by 
the rights of toll.” Again, in 
book 1, eh. 22, see. 2GG, we are 
told, that, if ‘‘ neither' the one 
nor the otlicr oftwo nations, near 
a river, can prove that it settled 
first, it is to he sujiposcd that they 
both came there at the same lime, 
since neilher can give any reason 
of preference; and, in Ibis case, 
the dominion of each will lie ex- 
tended to the middle of the river.*’ 
This is a principle too relevant to 
the doctrine under consideration 
to be passed over without remark. 
Ic relates, as will be seen, to 
dominion j and not to the right of 
passage simply. Now, if simul- 
taneous settlement confers co- 
cqualily of dominion, by even 
stronger reason will simultaneous 
acquisition confer cocqualily of 
passage. Without inquiring into' 
the state of the navigation of the 
St. Jiawrcnce as between Great 
Britain and France, prior to the 
peace of 1763, it is suliicient that, 
in the war of 1756-63, which 
preceded that ]*cace, the people 
of the United States, in their ca- 
pacity of English subjects, con- 
tributed, jointly with the parent 
State (and largely, it may bo ad- 
ded, with historical trinh,) to- 
wards gaining the Canadas from 
Franco. Tlic right of passage, 


therefore, of this river, admitting 
that it did not exist laifore, was, 
in point of fact, o|K‘n''d to the 
early inlialiitanlsof New York and’ 
I*ciins\lvannia,atanepocli at least 
as soon as to IJ.itish subjects 
living, afterwards, in the newly 
cumiuercd possessions. A titio 
thus derived, is not invoked as 
resting upon tlio same ground with 
the title derived from natural right ; 
but it serves to strengthen it, and 
is of pertinent application, as 
against (ircat Britain, in this in- 
stance. Ijct it be looked at Un- 
der cither of the following alterna- 
tives which jiresont themselves. 
If (ireat Britain possessed the 
navigation of this river prior to 
1763, so did tlic People of the 
United States, as part, at that 
time, of her own empire. If she 
(lid not, but only first acquired it 
when the (hinadas were acquired, 
the People of llic United States, 
acting in common with her, ac- 
quired it in cummon, and at as 
.early a date. It will not be said 
that the right which ncccs.sariiy 
inured to the colonies, as part of 
tlic IJritisli empire, was lost by 
their subseiiucntly taking the 
character of a distinct nation ; 
since it is the purpose of this 
paper to show that the right of 
passage may, as a naturaf right, 
be claimed by '‘no fo»'eign nation * 
against another, without any re- 
ference whatever to antecedent 
circumstances. But the latter, 
when they exist, make up part of 
the case, and arc not to be left 
out of view. The peculiar an(L 
common origin of the title of botH 
parties, as seen above, is calf 
ciifatcd to illustrate more fully ihb 
principle of common right, 
plicablc to both now. The ante^ 
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cedent circumstances show that 
the natural right always appertain- 
ing to the early inhabitants of the 
shores of this river, above the 
Canadian line, to navigate it, has 
once been fortiiled by jeiiit con- 
cpiorit, and by .subsequent joint 
usidVuetion. One otlicr ({notation 
is all that will bo given from the 
same author. Jt r(;]ale.s to a .strait, 
and not a river ; hut the reasoning 
from analogy i.s not the loss stri- 
king and appropriate. “ It must 
bo remarked,” he says, “ with re- 
gard to straits, that when they 
serve for a coinmimicafion be- 
tween two seas, the navigation of 
which is common to all or many 
nations, he who possesses the strait 
cannot lofuso others pa.ssagc 
through it, provided that jutssugchc 
innocent, and altciKhnlwilhuo dan> 
g(?r to the Stutn. Siudi a refusal, 
without ju.st reason, would deprive 
these nations ofaii advantage? grant- 
ed tiiom by nature ; and, indeed, 
the right ofsuch a j)assagc is a re- 
mainder of tlu! primitive liberty 
enjoyed in common.” If we con- 
sult (* rot ills, we siiall find that lie 
is equally, or more, (\vi)licit in 
sanctioning, in the largest extent, 
the principle contended for. He 
even goes so far as to say, after 
laying down generally the right of 
pas.sagc, that the fears which 
any Pmm»^Mitw^iTrs ofamulti- 
tud(? in arms, passing through its 
trrritori(.!S, do not form such an 
cxccption'as can do away the rule ; 
it not being proper or reasonable 
that the fears of one party should 
^destroy the rights of •another.” 
Book 2, chap. 2, .sec. 13. In 
the course of the same section he 
declares, that upon this foumhi- 
tfon of coinmoii right, a free pas- 
/^agc«lhr(]^i countries, rirer^, or 


over any part of the sea, which 
belong to some particular People, 
ought to be allowed to those who 
require it, for. the necessary oc- 
casions of life, whether those oc- 
ea.sions he in ([ucst of .settle- 
ment.*!, after being driven from 
their own country, or tntrmh uUh 
a nmole The reasons 

which Crotiu.s himself gives, or 
which he adopts from writers more 
ancient, for this right of innocent 
pas.sage, (and lie is full of authori- 
ties and examples, as well from 
.sacr^d a.s profane liistory,) are of 
peculiar force. He denominates 
it a “ a iutlrirnreu villi the 

nnf frame of haman sorictji.^^ 

“ JVojierly,” lie says, was ori- 
gliialiy introduced with a reserva- 
tion of that use which might be of 
gi'iieral heju'llt, and not jirejudi-' 
ci.d to the interest of tlm owner.’' 
Ho ennchii]e.s the seclion in the 
following mniuior : “* A licq,pa.s- 
,sago onglit to lx; nllow’cd, not only 
to persons, hut to morchanrlisc : 
Ibnin power has a right to prevent 
one nation trading with another at 
a remote distance ; a permission 
which, for the interest of society, 
should he niaintaim-d ; nor can it 
he said that any one is injured hy 
it : for, though lie may thereby 
he deprived of anV/(7nsjnj gain, 
yet the loss of what is not his due, 
as a mallrr rf ri;j:hlj can never he 
consldeied as a damage, or the 
violation of a claim.” After au- 
tliorilies of such imrnediate hear- 
ing on Jibe jioiiit under considera- 
tion, fiiilher quoliiiioii will he for- 
horiio. The question of right i.s 
I'osccived to be 'made out, and if 
its di'iiqmination w ill he loiuul to 
he sometimes that ofan imperfect, 
in cuntradislinc.tioii to an absolute 
right, the denial of it is, neverthe- 
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less, agreed to be an injury, of 
which the party deprived may 
justly complain. The sentiments 
taken from those two writers, and 
they are not the only ones capa- 
ble of being adducoil, (though 
deemed sulficient,) have the full 
support of coincidc'ut passages in 
Pufiendorf, book 3, chap. 3, sec. 
4, 5, 6, and in WoHius, sec. 
310. 

Finally : the United States feel 
justiiied in clainiing the naviga- 
tion of this river, on the groiin(i 
paramount interest and ner'essity 
to their citizens — on that of ;m- 
iurai ri»lilj founded this ne- 
cessity, and felt and acknowledged 
in the practice of munkind, and 
under the sanction of the host ex- 
pounders of the laws of nations. 
Their claim is to its full and free 
navigation from its source to the 
sea, without impediment or ob- 
struction of any kind, it was thus 
that Great Britain claimed, and 
had.; the navigation of the iNIissis- 
sippi, by the seventh article of the 
treaty of Paris, of 1763, when the 
mouth and lower shores of that 
river were held hy another power. 
The claim, whilst necessary to the 
United States, is not injurious to 
Great Britain, nor can it violate 
any of her just; rights. They con-^ 
fidently appeal to her justice fur 
its enjoyment and security : to her 
enlightened sense of good neigh- 
bourhood ; to her past claims up- 
on others for the enjoyment of a 
similar right ; and to her presum- 
ed desire for the advantai,'eoiis in- 
tercourse of trade, and all good 
ofTices, now and henceforth, be- 
tween the citizens of the Hinted 
States and her own suli^'ccts bor- 
dering upon each other in that por- 
tion of her dominions. 


N. 

British paper on the JVarigY/inw 
of the St. Laurence — 24lh Pro- 
iocol. 

The claim of the United States 
to the free navigation of the river 
St. Lawrence wears a character 
of peculiar importance when urged 
as an independent right. 

'Pile American PlenipcUentiary 
must be aware that a deiiiaiui, 
resting upon this principle, neces- 
sarily precliules those considera- 
tions of good neighhourliood and 
mutual accommodation, with which 
the (government of Great Britain 
would otherwise have been anx- 
ious to enter upon the adjustment 
of this part of the negotiation. 

A right claimed without (juali- 
fication on the one side, alTords no 
room for friendly concession on 
the other : tntal admission, or total 
njection, is the only alternative 
which it presents. 

On looking to the objects em- 
braced by the American claim, we 
/md them to be of no ordinary mag- 
nitude. The United States pretend 
to no less than the perpetual en- 
joyment of a free, imintcrrupted 
passage, independent of the terri- 
torial sovereign, through a large 
and very iiiip<»rtant part of the 
British possessions in North Ame- 
rica. They demand, as their ne- 
cessary inherent^ thpJiberly- 

of navigating the bt. Lawrence 
from its source to the sea, though, 
ill the latter part of. its coune, 
which lies entirely within the Bri- 
tish dominions, and comprises a 
space of nearly six hundred miles, 
that riveT traverses the finest set- 
tlements of Canada, communi- 
cjltes by the south W’ith Lake 
Champlain, and washes the qui^s 
of Montreal and Quebec. 
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* A pretension which thus goes to 
establish a perpetual tlioroij<>lirc(ie 
for the inliahit.iOls, v^f.^sels, auii 
proflia lions, oi' a lori.ijun cnuniry, 
^ihroiujli tlu; ip'iiit a <, *- 

luny, and under ilio wails nt‘ iis 
principal fortress, has need to 
be substantiated on the clearest 
jind must indisputable (^rounds. Jt 
requires, indeeil, an enlarged view 
ot' what is owed in courtesy by one 
nation to another to justily the 
liritish (jovernment in entering, at 
this late period, on the discussion 
of so novel and extensive a claim. 

There will, however, be little 
difficulty in showing, that the claim 
asserted by the American IMeni- 
potentiary rests, ns to any founda< 
tion of natural right, on an incor- 
rect application of the autburitios 
which he has consulted. With 
respect to the cluini derived from 
an acquired title which he has also 
alleged, that ground of claim will 
remain to he examined hereafter ; 
but it may be observed, in the out- 
set, that the natural and acquired 
title depend on principles essen- 
tially distinct ; that the one cannot 
be used to make giiod any defect in 
the other ; and although they may 
be possessed independently by the 
same claimant, that they can in no 
degree, contribute to each other’s 
validity. 

^ Proceeding to consider how far 
the clahn of the Uiiite^Siates may 
be establistidd*^ ‘either of these 
titles, it is first necessary to in- 
quire what must be intended by 
the assertion that their claim is 
founded on natural right. The 
right of navigating this river,” 
says the American Plenipoten- 
tiary, « is a right of imtiire, pre- 
existent in point of time, not ne- 
cessary to have been surrendered 
up* for any purpose of common 


good, and unsusceptible of annihi- 
lation.” The rii-ht lii UMio, ibed, 
crui be of no Mi-iu that 

kind wiiiciii- . ••.'.:rnaU; 

lit sip- I'aW Oi iii'.ilitliJ a ‘ 

liglit. iNtiw, a [..Ilia ririiL i 
that which exists indejieni- 
treaty; which ncce.s's;'ri! ; •'r^ses 
from the law of nature which is 
common, or may, under similar 
circumstance, be common to all 
jiidi!pendent nations ; and can 
never be denied or infringed, by 
any State, without a breach of tlie 
]a)v of nations. Such is the right 
to nafigatc the ocean without mo- 
lestation ift time of peace. 

Upon these print*iples, now uni- 
versally received, it is contended 
fur the United States that a nation 
possessing both shores of a navi- 
gable river at its mouth, has no 
right to refuse the passage of it to 
another possessing part of its up- 
per banks, and standing in . 
of it as a convenient channel of 

commerci:!! communication with 
the s( a. Appl \ ing the same |>iin- 
ciples to the case of the St. Law- 
rence, the American Goveriynent 
maintain dial (heat Britain would 
be no more justified in controlling 
American navigation on that ri- 
ver, than in assuming to itself a 
similar right of interference on the 
-high seas. ^ 

To tliis extort must the assump- 
tion of a pfrfact right be carried, 
or such claim is no longer to be 
considered in that character ; but, 
fulling under the denomination of 
an imperfect riglit, it becomes sub- 
ject to ^considerations essentially 
and entirely different. 

The first question, therefore, to 
be resolved, is, wfiether a perfect 
right to t]ie free navigation of the 
river St. l.awrence can be main- 
tained according to the princi- 
19 
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pies and practice of the law of na- 
tions ? 

Referring to the most eminent 
writers on that subject, wc find 
tliaf any liberty of passage to be 
enjoyed by one nation through the 
dominions of another, is treated 
by them as a qualified occasional 
exception to the paramount rights 
of property. ‘’The right of pas- 
sage,” says Vattel, “ is also a re- 
mainder of the primitive commu- 
nion in which the entire earth was 
common to men, and the passage 
was every where free according to 
their necessities.” Grotius, hi like 
manner, describes mdnkind as 
having, in theif primitive state, en- 
joyed the earth and its various 
productions in common, until after 
the introduction of pr(»periy, to- 
gether with its laws, by u division 
or gradual occupation of the ge- 
neral domain. Among the natural 
rights, wliich he describes as hav- 
ing in part survived this new order 
of things, are those of necessity 
and of innocent utility ; under tlie 
latter of which he classes the ri»ht 
of passage. Following his princi- 
ple, this natural right of passage 
between nation and nation, may 
be compared to the right of high- 
way, as it exists, in particular com- 
munities, between the public at 
large and the individual proprie-- 
tors of the soil, but with this im- 
portant dilTerence, that, in the 
former case, commanding and in- 
dispensible considerations of na- 
tional safety, national welfare, and 
national honour and interest, must 
betaken especially into th&account. 

It is clear, that, on this princi- 
ple, there is no distinction between 
the right of passage by a river 
flowing from the possessions of 
one nation, through those of an- 
other, to the ocean, and tlie same 


right to he enjoyed by means of 
any highway, whether of land or 
of water, gem;rally accessible to 
the inhabitants of the earth. Rit 
vers,” says Grotius, “ arc subject. 
‘‘ to property, tliougli neither 
“ where they rise, rtor where they 
discharge themselves, he within 
“ our Territory.” The right to 
exclusive sovereignty over rivers, 
is also distinctly asserted by Bynk- 
ershoek, in the ninth chapter of 
his treatise “ on the dominion of 
the sea.” Nor is this, by any 
means, the full latitude to which 
the principle, if applied at all, 
must, in fairness, be extended. 
“ All nations,” says Vattel, “ have 
a general right to the innocent use 
of the things which are under any 
one’s domain.” “ I’roperty,” says 
the same author, cannot deprive 
nations of the general right of tra- 
velling over the earili, in order to 
have communication with each 
otliiT, for carrying on trade, and 
other just reasons.” The nature 
of these oiIkm* just Tcasons is ex- 
plained by Grotius, in the follow- 
ing sentence : “ A passage ought 
“ to be granted to persons, when- 
ever just occasion sliall require, 
“ over any lands or rivers, or such 
“ parts of the sea, as belong to 
any nation as for instance, 
if, being expelled from their own 
“ country, they want to settle in 
some uriifihahited land, or. if they' 
are going to ti^dtiic with some 
“ distant people, or to recover, by 
a just war, what is their own 
right and due.” 

Fur other purposes, then, be- 
sides those of trade, for objects df 
war, as well as for objects of peace, 
for all nations, no less than for any 
nation in particular, does the right 
of passage hold good under thojjse 
authorities to which the American 
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Plenipotentiary has appealed. It 
has already been shewn that, with 
reference to this right, no distii.c- 
tion is drawn by them between 
• land and water, and still less be- 
tween one sort of river and an- 
other. It furtner appears, from 
Yattel, that the right in question, 
particularly, for the conveyance of 
merchandise, is attached to artifi- 
cial, as well as to natural high- 
ways, If this passage,” he ob- 
serves, “ occasion any inconven- 
“ icnce, any expense for the pre- 
“ servation of canals and high- 
ways, it may be recompensed 
“ by rights of toll.” 

Is it then to be imagined that 
the American Government can 
mean to insist on a demand, in- 
volving such consequences, with 
out being prepared to apply, by 
reciprocity, the principle on which 
it rests in favour of Great Britain ? 
Though the sources of the Missis- 
sippi are now ascertained to lie 
within the territory of the United 
States, the day cannot be distant 
when the inhabitants of Upper 
Canada will find convenience in 
exporting their superfluous pro- 
duce by means of the channel of 
that river to the ocean. A few 
miles of transport over land arc of 
little consequence, when leading to 
a navigable river of such extentT 
Even at the present timOj^'^glance 
“upon the mapjs siiflickflit to show 
that the course of the Hudson, 
connected as it now is with the wa- 
ters of the. St. Lawrence, would 
aflbrd a very commodious outlet 
fqr the produce of the Canadian 
provinces. The comparative short- 
ness of this passage, especially with 
reference to the West Indies, 
would amply compensate for ar>y 
fai|f expense of tolls. 
ft wpuld ajso be, in some in- 


stances, convenient and profitable 
for British vessels to ascend the 
principal rivers of the United 
States, as far as their draft of wa- 
ter would admitj instead of depo- 
siting their merchandise, as now, 
at the appointed ports of entry 
from the sea. Nor is l^ probable 
that other nations would be more 
backward than the British in pres- 
sing their claim to a full participa- 
tion in this advantage. The ge- 
neral principle wliich they would 
invoke, in pursuance of the exam- 
pl% gyen by America, and a par- 
tial appliciition of such ])rinciples 
no country can havp a right to ex- 
pect from another, is clearly of a 
nature to authorize the most ex- 
traordinary and unheard of de- 
mands. As for the right of pas- 
sage from sea to sea, across any 
imervening isthmus, such, for in- 
stance, as that of Corinth or of 
Suez, and, more especially from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific, by^he 
isthmus of Panama, that right of 
passage follows as imraediaftly 
from this principle, as any such 
right claimed from one tradt of 
land to another, or to the ocean, 
by water coramimication. 

The exercise of a right, which 
thus goes the length of opening a 
a way for foreigners, into the bo- 
som of every country, must neces- 
sarily be attended with inconven- 
ience, and sometimes with alarm 
and peril, to the State whose ter- 
ritories are to be traversed. This 
consequence has not been over- 
looked by writers on the law of 
nations. * They have felt the ne- 
cessity of controlling the operation 
of so dangerous a principle, by re- 
stricting the right of transit to pur- 
poses of imocent utility, and by at- 
tributing to the local sovereign the 
exclusive power of judging under 
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what circumstances the passage 
through his dominions is, or is not, 
to be regarded as innocenL In 
other woHs, the /ight which they 
have described is, at best, only an 
imperfect right. 

It is under the head of innocent 
utility^ that Grotius has classed 
the right of passage, as before 
laid down in his own expressions. 

** Innocent utility,*’ he adds, is 
when I only seek my own advan- 
tage without damaging any body 
else.*’ In treating of the sitme 
right, Vattel remarks, that, since 
the introduction of domain and 
property, wo can no otherwise 
make use to it, than by respect- 
ing the proper right of others.” 
“ The effect,’* he adds, “ of pro- 
perty, is to make the advantage of 
the proprietor prevail over that of 
all others.” 

The same author defines the 
ri^ht of innocent uscf or innocent 
utility, to be “ the right wo have 
to* that use which may be drawn 
from things belonging to another, 
without causing him either loss or 
inconvenience.” He goes on to 
suy, that ** this right of innocent 
is not a perfeci right like that 
of necessity ; for it belongs to the 
master to judge if the use wo 
would mako'of a thing that belongg^ 
to him, will be attondod with no 
damage or inconvenience.” 

With respect to the assertion of 
Grotius, as quoted hy the Ame- 
rican Plenipotentiary, <<tbat the 
mere apprehension of receiving 
iqjury from the exercise of this 
right, is not a sufficient reason for 
denying it,” the author, it, must 
bo observed, is addressing himself 
to the conscience of thd Sovereign 
through whose territories a pas- 
sage may be demanded ; impres- 


sing upon his mind that he cannot 
fully discharge his moral obliga- 
tions in giving such refusal, unless 
he be well convinced that his 
fears originate in just causes. 
But it would be absurd, and con- 
trary to the general tenor of his 
argument, to suppose, that a well 
founded apprehension was not to 
have its due effect, or that the ad- 
vantage, or even necessity, of a 
foreign nation could be justly re- 
cognized by him as paramount, in 
the one case, to the leading inter- 
ests in the other, to the safety, of 
his own. 

It is further to bo observed, that 
Grotius, in the argument referred 
to, had clearly in view an occa- 
sional liberty of passage, not of 
that perpetualy uninterrupted kind, 
which the regular activity of mo- 
dern commerce requires. But the 
doctrine of Grotius, applied to 
mcrchunrlise, and taken in the 
sense ascribed to it by the Ame- 
rican Plenipotentiary, is distinctly 
contmdicted by other eminent 
writers on the law of nations. 
Puffendorf, for instance, in his 
great work on that subject, expres- 
ses himself ns follows : ” Wo 
may have good reasons for stop- 
ping foreign merchandise, as well 
by land as on a river, or on an 
arm o'f'tho sea, within our depen- 
dence. 'For bcsi(Je8..*iliat a too' 
great affluence of foreigners is 
sometimes prejudicial or suspi- 
cious to a State, why should nbt a 
Sovereign secure to his own sub- 
jects the profit made by foreign- 
ers, under favour of the passage 
which he allows them V' “ I ad- 
mit that, in allowing foreigners to 
harry their merchandise elsewhere, 
even without paying for the pas- 
sage, we do not suetai" any dam- 
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ai^, and that they do ns no wrong 
in protending to an advantage of 
which we might have poaaessed 
'ourselves before them. But, at 
the same time, as they have no 
right to excli^de us from it, why 
should wo not try to draw it to 
ourselves? >Vhy should wc not 
prefer our interest to theirs ?” 

The same author observes, in 
the next section of his work, that 
“ a State may fairly lay a d»ity on 
foreign goods conveyed through 
its territory, by way of compensa- 
tion for what Us subjects lose by 
admiilinff a new competitor into 
the market.” 

To appreciate the full force of 
these opinions, it must bo huriie iti 
mind that PulTendorf appears to 
speak of a foreign nation so situ- 
ated as to depend cx<*lusivt*ly on 
the passage in question for the 
sale of its superfluous produce, 
and the importation of supplies 
from abroad. This part of the 
subject may be closed with the 
following decisive words of Bar- 
beyrac, in his notes on Grotius : 

It necessarily follows from the 
right of property, that the proprie- 
tor may refuse another the use of 
his goods. Humanity, indeed, 
requires that he should grant that 
use to those who stand in ne^d of 
it, when it can be dopo vTiihout 
any considerable incohvenicncy to 
himself; and', if he even then re- 
fuses it, though he trnngrcsscs 
^his duty, he doth them no wrong, 
properly so called, except they aio 
in extreme necessity, which is su- 
perior to all ordinary rules.” 

But the American 'Plenipoten- 
tiary maintains that the right of 
passage, as understood by h^m in 
opposition to his own authorities, 
that ^ is, independent of the sov- 


ereign’s consent, and applied to 
the single predicament of the St. 
Lawrence, has been substantially 
recognized by the Powers of Eu- 
rope, in the treaties of general pa- 
ciflcution, concluded at Paris in 
1814, and in the following year at 
Vienna. 

It is true that, in the solemn en- 
gagements then contracted by 
them, the Sovereigns of the leading 
States of Europe manifested a 
disposition to facilitate commcr- 
cini intercourse between their 
ytesfjRctive countries, by opening 
the navigation of such of the prin- 
cipal rivers as separated or travers- 
c«l the territories of several Powers. 
This policy was applied more par- 
ticularly to the Pihiiie, the Necker, 
the Maine, the Moselle, the Ma- 
ese, and the Scheldt. But neither 
in the general, nor in the special* 
stipulations, relating to the free 
navigation of rivers, is there any 
thing to countenance the pripciplo 
of a natural, independent right, as 
asserted by the American Pieni- 
polentiary. We find, on the con- 
trary, that, in the treaty coAcludcd 
at Paris, between France and the 
Allied Powers, the llliiiic was the 
only river at oiiec thrown open to 
general navigation. With respect 
to the otljor rivers, it was merely 
stipulated that the means of ex- 
tending that arrangement to them, 
should be determined by the Con- 
gress about to assemble at Vienna. 
In the instance of the llhine, it 
was natural for F laiicc, in giving 
up possessions which she had for 
some time enjoyed on the bunks 
of that river, to stipulate a reserve 
of the navigatfon. The stipula- 
tions felating to river navigation, 
in the general treaty of V ienna, 
commence in the following man- 
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ner : “ The Powers whose States 
arc separated or crossed by the 
same navigable river, engage to 
regulate by common consent^ all 
that regards its navigation.” They 
close with an agreement that the 
regulations, once adopted, shall 
not be changed, except with the 
consent of all the Powers border- 
ing on the same river. 

It is evident, therefore, that the 
allied Governments, in concur- 
ring to favour the circulation of 
trade through the great water 
communications of continpntal 
Europe, did not lose sight of what 
was due to the sovereignty of par- 
ticular States ; and that, when they 
referred the common enjoyment of 
certain navigable rivers to volun- 
tary compact between the parties 
more immediately concerned, 
they virtually acknowledged the 
right of any one of those particSj 
till bound by its own engagements 
to wtithhold the passage, through 
its dominions, from foreign mer- 
chani' vessels. As freedom of 
navigation in favour of all nations, 
and not merely of those which 
border on the rivers thus opened 
by treaty, was the immediate ob- 
ject of the abovernentioned stipu- 
lations, it must be presumed that 
the Powers assembled in Con- 
gress, if they had felt themselves 
borne out by the practice or gene- 
ral opinion of Europe, would not 
have hesitated to proclaim the 
measure which they adopted as 
one of natural, independent right. 

Their silence alone oq this 
point might have been taken as 
strongly indicative of their belief 
that the prevailing usage of ]<iu- 
rope would authorize no sych de- 
claration. But the principle of 
mutual consent is surely irreconci- 


lable with the contrary supposition, 
and must, at least, be understood 
to give a special character to the 
engagements contracted under it, 
confining them to the rivers enu- 
merated in the treaty ; and, how- 
ever laudable, as an example to 
other States, whose circumstances 
may allow of their imitating it 
without danger or detriment, ex- 
pressive of no obligation beyond 
the occasion for which the treaty 
was framed. 

It would take up too much time 
to demonstrate, by a detailed in- 
vestigation of every case to which 
the American argument applies, 
the negative proposition, that no 
nation exercises the liberty of 
navigating a river, through the 
terrilorios of another except by 
permission or express concession 
under treaty. It is rather for tho 
American Government to present 
a single instance in which the 
liberty claimed for the United 
States is exercised explicitly as a 
natural independent right. 

The case of the Scheldt, though 
referred to by the American rieni- 
potentiary, is certainly not one of 
this kind. The leading circum- 
stances relating to that river were, 
first, that its mouths, including the 
cjinals of Sas and Swin, lay within 
the iiutch 'ferrilory, while parts ^ 
of its uppcf'jd«annel were sjluatc 
within the Fleimsir provinces. 
Secondly, That the treaty of West- 
phalia had confirmed the. right of 
the Dutch to close the mouths of 
the river. Thirdly, That the 
exercise of this right was disputed, ' 
after a lap^c of more than a hun- 
dred years, by tho Emperor of 
Gcripany : and, fourthly, that the 
dispute between that monarch and 
the Dutch Republic terminated, in ^ 
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1785, by leaving the Dutch in 
possession of the right which had 
been disputed. It is true that, at 
•the latter period, the Dutch found' 
cd tlicir claim, in part, on the ex- 
pense and labour which they had 
undergone in miproving the river ; 
but, it is true, at the same time, 
that they also grounded it on tlie 
general law of nations. Above 
all, they rested it on the treaty of 
Westphalia. But if tlic right of 
the Dutch Republic had been 
countenanced by the law and prac- 
tigo of nations, why, it may asked, 
should it have been thought ne- 
cessary to confirm that right by 
the treaty of Westphalia ? The 
reply is obvious, that confirma- 
tion >vas the resort of tho weak 
against the strong : of the for- 
mer dep(3ndcnls of Spain against 
tho cncroachmcnls of a haughty 
power, still sovereign of Ant- 
werp, and the neighbouring pro- 
vinces, and not having yet ro- 
nounced its claim of sovereignty 
over Holland itself. It was 
natural for the Dutch, under 
such circumstances, to fortify 
their right by the general sanction 
of Europe ; but it was not natu- 
ral for the principal parlies in the 
pacification of Munster, to lend 
tbeir sanction to a measure in /li- 
rect contradiction to acknouleged 
principles ; or, if Ihfii. ' scruples, 
us to tho udtiiiosion of such a inca- 
Burc, had been removed by special 
qiotivcs, it is strange that they 
should no't have taken the obvious 
precaution of recording those mo- 
‘tives. During the discussions 
about the Scheldt, in 17S5, tho 
Empress of Russia was the only 
Sovereign who officially declared 
an opinion in favour of the House 
of Austria. But the United States 


can derive no great advantage 
from a declaration couched in 
such terms as these : “ Nature 
herself hath granted to the Aus- 
trian Low Countries the use and 
advantage of the river iu dispute ; 
Austria alone, by virtue of the law 
of nature and nations, is entitled to 
an exclusive right to the river in 
question. So that the equity and 
disinterestedness of Joseph H. 
can only impart this right to other 
people — it belonging exclusioehj 
to his States.” 

•The opinions proclaimed on 
this suhjqct by the Russian Gov- 
ernment are the more reniaikabic, 
as there is no country which has 
a greater interest than Russia in 
the disputed questinn. It is well 
know'll, tbat the only approach to 
the Russian ports on the Black 
Sea, from the IMeditcrrancaii 
and Atlantic, is by tho passages of 
the Danlanelles and Rosphoriis. 
Those canals are, in fact, salt- 
water straits, communicating from 
sea to sea : passing, it is true* be- 
tween tho A’nrkish territories in 
Europe and Asia, but w'i!h no 
great lengtli of course, and leading 
to a vast expanse of inland water, 
tho shores of wliich arc occupied 
by no less than three independent 
Powers. 

There is manifestly a wide dif- 
ference between sucli a case and 
that of (he St. Lawrence, nor cm 
the marked dilFcrencc in principle 
between livers and straits be over- 
looked ; and yet, as matter of fact, 
tho navigation of the Black Sea, 
and the adjacent canals, is enjoy- 
ed by Russia — by that Power 
wlitch has so oTten dictated its 
own copditions to the Porte — in 
virtue of a treaty, founded, like 
other treaties, on the mutual con. 
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veiiience and mutual advantage of 
tho p.'irtiiis. Even the navi^rittion 
I'r'iMi, I > >:!!;!.’(;, ik«vi !i* jin.* 

"■ iii.i; .U •- ■;'!(.• i [■_« 

! l l lj_v I 1.; r iiiMsiu Il-l '.J, 

a-. I M.M-.n.i.- con, nia.ii; aL 
a jimeturc wlicn llu; Porto, involved 
in ii quarrel willi llui most lorini- 
diiulcj of Us noi'^liboiirs, was com- 
pelled to propitiate llieyood will of 
other Christian Powers. 

The case of the Mississippi is 
far from presenting an exception 
to this view of the subject. The 
treaty of 1763, which opened tho 
navigation of that river to British 
subjects, was concluded after a 
war, in which Great Britain had 
been emintuitly successful. The 
same motives that prevailed with 
France to cede Canada, must have 
restrained her from hazarding a 
*coutinuance of hostilities for such 
an object as the exclusive naviga- 
tion of the Mississippi. The 
agreement respecting that river, 
makes part of the general pro- 
visiopis as to the western boundary 
of the Britisii possessions in Ame- 
rica, by which the whole left side 
of the Mississippi was ceded to 
Great Britain, with the exception 
of the town and island of New 
Orloans. This reservation was 
addmitted on the express condi- 
tion, that the ' navigation of tho 
whole channel should he open to 
British subjects. Tho very fact 
of its having hecii thought neces- 
sary to insert this stipulation in the 
treaty, in consequence of France 
having retainetl possession of both 
banks of tho river, at a single spot, 
leads, irresistibly, to an inference 
the very reverse of what is main- 
tained by the American Plenipo- 
tentiary. 

At a later period, the naviga- 


tion of the Mississipi became a 
subject of armn T'*nw nt. hi 
.‘'pm r.i.iil ill'- t lit*- li i'"! . ll;' 

s.ii: f ..I .ii li.-*.- nt' 

i. ■ ..ti.i 11 1 ‘. I ‘. 1 , I'la- 

{•i lu I /.i >, a .'.Muiiir agivu- 

inciit to that widen hud before 
subsisted b»‘l'veen France and 
tireat Britain, was ellected be- 
tween those Power.**, with this re- 
niarkablo difference, that tho li- 
berty of navigating the river was 
expressly conlined to the “ parties 
themselves, unless the King of 
Spain,” to use the words of the 
treaty, “ should extend tho /)»**- 
vilege to tho subjects of other 
Powers by special convention^'* 

It must not be overlooked, that, 
when the clause which is here 
quoted, and the exclusive stipula- 
tion immediately preceding it, 
were drawn up, the sources of the 
Mississipi wore still supposed to 
be within the British territory ; 
and, at the same time, there was 
in force a treaty between Great 
Britain and ilio United States, de- 
claring that “ the navigation of 
tho river Mississippi, from its 
source to tho ocean, should, 
forevevy remain free and open to 
the subjects of Great Britain.” 

Some additional light may per- 
haps, be thrown on the object of 
the ' present discussion, by the 
quotation 'cl’ti note oil the fourth' 
article of thc^panish^reaty, which 
is printed in the collection of the 
United States* laws, arranged and, 
published under the authority of an 
act of Congress. It is as follows : 

Whatsoever right His Calho- - 
lie Majesty hud to interdict the 
free navigation of the Mississippi, 
to any nation, at the date of the 
treaty of San Lorenzo el Real, 
(the 27th day of October, 1795,) 
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thCit right was wholly transferred 
to the IJnited Statesi in virtue of 
the cession of Louisiana from 
France, by the treaty of April 
Both, 1803. And, as the defini- 
tive treaty of peace was concluded 
previously to the transfer to the 
United States of the right of Spain 
to the dominion of the river Mis- 
sissipi, and, of course, prior to 
the United States’ possessing the 
Spanish right, it would seem that 
the stipulation contained in the Slh 
article of the definitive treaty with 
Gceat Britain, could not have in- 
cluded any greater latitude of na- 
vigation on the Mississippi, than 
that which the United States were 
authorized to grant on the 3d of 
September, 1783.” 

“ The additional right of 
sovereignty which was acquired 
over the river by the cession of 
Louisiana, was paid for by the 
American Government ; and there- 
fore any extension of it to a Fo- 
reign Power could scarcely be ex- 
pecied without an equivalent,^^ 

The natural right asserted by 
the American ricnipotoutiary be- 
ing thus examined in respect both 
to the principles which it involves, 
and to the general practice of na- 
tions, the acquired title, as distinct 
from the naluralf stands nexLfor 
j;onsideration. 

This title is described in the 
American argument, as originating 
in circumstances which cither pre- 
oeded or, attended the acquisition 
of the Canadas by Great Britain. 
^It is said, “ that, if Great Britain 
possessed the navigation of the 
St. Lawrence before the conclu- 
sion of peace in 1763, so did the 
People of the United Stateq, as 
forming, at that time, a part of 


[15t 

the British empire ; but if Great 
Britain only 6rst acquired it to- 
gether with the Canadas, then did 
the People of the United States ac- 
quire it in common with her at the 
same period.” In both the sup- 
posed cases, it is taken for grant- 
ed, that whatever liberty to navi- 
gate the St. Lawrence, in the 
whole length of its course, the in- 
habitants of the United States en- 
joyed when those States were part 
of the British Empire, continued 
to belong to them after their 
sc^ar|ition from the mother coun- 
try. Nojv, if this were so, it 
would also be true, and in a far 
stronger degree, that the subjects 
of Great Britain have an equal 
right to enjoy, in common with 
American citizens, the use of the 
navigable rivers and other public 
possessions of the United States, ‘ 
which existed when both countries 
were united under ihe^same Gov- 
ernment. For the acquired jlitle, 
be it remembered, does not affect 
the St. Lawrence, as a river flow- 
ing from the territories of one Pow- 
er, through of those anotWbr, to 
the Sea, but is manliestiy ground- 
ed on the supposition that an ob- 
ject which had been possessed in 
common by the People of both 
countries, up to the time of their 
separation, continues to belong, 
in point of use, to both, after they 
have ceased to be parts of the 
same community. If it be true, 
that the inhabitants of the United 
States contributed, as British sub- 
jects, .to effect the conquest of 
Canada, it cannot at the same 
time, be denied^ that the United 
Suites, before their separation 
from G/eat Britain, were frequent- 
ly indebted to the councils and 
20 
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exertions of the parent country for 
protection against their unquiet 
and encroaching neighbours. 

Specihcally did they owe to 
Great Britain their first enjoy- 
ment of the waters of tho Missis- 
sippi} conquered in part from 
France by the very same eftbrb», 
which transformed Canada from a 
French settlement into a British 
Colony. The pretension of the 
American Government as ground- 
ed on the simultaneous acquisition 
of the St. Lawrence, as well by 
the inhabitants of the adj.'iceht, 
and, at that time, British Provin- 
ces, as by those of tho countries 
originally composing the British 
monarchy, must, therefore, if ad- 
mitted, even for tho sake of argu- 
ment, be applied reciprocally in 
favour of Great Britain. 

The fact, however, is, that no 
such pretension can bo allowed to 
have survived the treaty by which 
the ' independence of the United 
States was first acknowledged by 
Great Britain. 

By that treaty a perpetual line 
of demarcation was drawn be- 
tween the two Powers, no longer 
connected by any* other ties than 
those of amity and conventional 
agreement. 

No portion of the sovereignty 
of the British empire, exclusive to 
the actual territory of the United 
States, as acknowledged by that 
treaty, could possibly devolve 
upon the People of the United 
States, separated from Great Bri- 
tain. 

By the same instrument, tho 
territorial bound,ary of the States, 
as recognized by their former 
sovereign, were carefully defined, 
for the express purpose of avoiding 


disputes in future ; and the arti* 
cles stipulating for a concurrent 
enjoyment of the North American 
fisheries, and of the navigation of 
the river Mississippi, prove that 
equal care was taken to determine, 
in the general act of pacification 
and ucknowlcdgincut, tho.se ob- 
jects, of which the usufruct in 
common was either retained or 
conceded by Great Britain. 

Is it conceivable, under these 
circumstances, that the treaty of 
1783, should have made no men- 
tion of the concurrent navigation 
of the St. Lawrence, if the claim, 
now raised by the United States, 
had rested on any tenable grounds ? 

But the commercial treaty of 
1794, would afford additional 
proof, if it were wanted, tliat tho 
channel of the St. Lawrence, from 
the sea to the 45th parallel of lati- 
tude, was never for a moment con- 
sidered as forming any exception 
to tho territorial possessions of 
Great Britain, 

Tho third article of tho com- 
mercial treaty shows, most clearly, 
that the power of excluding fo- 
reign vessels from those parts of 
the river whi:^:h flow entirely with- 
in the British dominions, was 
deemed to belong of right to the 
Briti^jih Government. The lead- 
ing pu^j/osc of that article is, to 
establish aircc commercial inter- 
course between the two parties 
throughout their respective terri- 
tories in North Aniericr.. 

Tho same article contains a 
limitation of this privilege with rer 
spcct to p considerahlo portion of 
the 8t. Lawrence, to whicii it was 
declared that American vessels 
were not to have access ; and tho 
corresponding restriction against 
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Great Britain, wan an exclusion of 
British vessels from such parts of 
the rivers of the United States 
as lie above the highest ports of 
' entry for foreign shipping from tho 
sea. • 

It necessarily results, from the 
nature of the two clauses thus 
viewed with reference to each 
other, that the authority of Great 
Britain over the part of the St. 
Lawrence interdicted to American 
vessels, was no less completely 
exclusive, tlian that of the United 
Sthtes over such parts of their in- 
terior waters as were, in like man- 
ner, interdicted to tho shipping of 
Great Britain. 

The former limitation is, be- 
sides, of itself inconsistent with 
the notion of a right to a free, un- 
interrupted passage for American 
vessels, by the St. Lawrence to 
the ocean. 

Nor is it less conclusive as to 
the merits of the case, when cou- 
pled with tho declaration, contain- 
ed in the very same article, that 
the navigation of the Mississippi 
was to be enjoyed in common by 
both parties, notwilhstatuling that 
a subsequent article of tho same 
treaty expresses tlie uncertainty 
whicli already prevailed with re- 
spect to the sources of thaLviver 
being actually situated within the 
British frontiers. 

With these facts in view, it is 
difficult to conceive how a tacit 
eAjoyment of the navigation now 
claimed, can bo stated by the 
American Plenipotentiary to ac- 
•count for the silence noaintained 
on this subject by his Government, 
from the establishment of its inde- 
pendence to the present negotia- 
tion. 

* In tho course of forty years, 


during which no mention whatever 
has been made of this claim, there 
has been no want of opportunities 
fit for its assertion and discussion. 
To say nothing of periods anterior 
to tho rupture of 1812, it is 
strange that an interest of such 
vast importance should have been 
wholly neglected, as well on the 
renewal of peace, in IS 15, as dur- 
ing tho negotiation of the com- 
mercial treaty which took place in 
the close of that year. This long 
continued silence is the more re- 
markable, as the mere apprehen- 
sion of anr eventual change in the 
rrgiilutions, undcr*wliich a part of 
the St. Lawrence is actually navi- 
gated by foreign vessels, has been 
alleged liy the American Govern- 
ment, as their reason for now 
raising the discussion. 

The regions contiguous to tho 
upper waters of the St. Lawrence 
arc doubtless more extensively set- 
tled than they were before thef late 
war, and the inhabitants of tjioso 
regions might at limes find it ad- 
vantageous to export their lumber 
and Hour by the channel of that 
river. But mere convenience, and 
the profits of trade, cannot be 
deemed to constitute that case of 
extroino necessity under the law 
of nations, to which* tho> rights of 
property may perhaps be occasion- 
ally required to give way. It has 
already been shown, that such in- 
terests can, nt most, amount to an 
imperfect right of innocent utility, 
the exercise of which is entirely 
dependent on the will and discre- 
tion of tho local sovereign. Of 
this^ description are the rights and 
accompanying duties of nations to 
trade with each other, and to per- 
mit the access of foreigners to 
their respective waters in time of 
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peace ; but will any one, at the 
fame time, call in question the 
co-existing right of every State, 
not only to regulate and to limit 
its commercial intercourse with 
others, but even, as occasion may 
require, to suspend or to withhold 
it altogether 1 

If ever there was a case, which 
particularly imposed on a sove- 
reign the indispensible duty of 
maintaining this right unimpaired, 
even with every disposition to 
consult the convenience and fpir 
advantage of friendly nationtfj it is 
the present unqualified demand of 
the United States. 

It cannot be necessary to enu- 
merate the various circumstances 
which make this claim peculiarly 
objectionable ; but there is no con- 
cealing, that, besides the ordinary 
considerations of territorial pro- 
tection, those of commercial in- 
terest and colonial policy are alike 
invdlved in the demand of a free, 
gratuitous, unlimited right of pas- 
sage for American citizens, with 
their vessels and merchandise, from 
one end of Canada to the other. 

Interests of such high national 
importance are not to be put in 
competition with the claims of jus- 
tice ; but when justice is clearly 
on their side,, they have a right to 
be heard, and cannot be denied 
their full weight. That the right 
is, in this instance, undoubtedly 
on the side of Great Britain, a 
moment’s reflection on the pre- 
ceding argument will suflice to 
establish. 

It has been shown that the in- 
dependent right asserted by the 
United States, is inconsistent with 
the dominion, paramount sove- 
reignty, and exclusive possession 
of Great Britain. 


It has been proved, by refer- 
ence to the most esteemed authori- 
ties on the law of nations, with 
respect as well to the general prin- 
ciple as to the opinions distinctly 
given on this point/ that the riglit 
of sovereignty and exclusive pos- 
session extends over rivers, in 
common with the territory through 
which they flow. 

The same principles and the 
same opinions have been cited to 
prove that those parts of the river 
St.Lawrence which flow exclusive- 
ly through the British dominions, 
form no exception to the general 
doctrine so applied to rivers. 

The existence of any necessity 
calculated to give the United 
States, in this case, a special right, 
in contradiction to the general 
rule, has been distinctly denied, 
and the denial conclusively sup- 
ported by a reference to known 
facts. 

With no disposition to contest 
such imperfect claims and moral 
obligations, as are consistent with 
the paramount rights of sovereign- 
ty and exclusive possession, it has 
been proved, from the authorities 
already quoted, that of those im- 
perfect cluims and moral obliga- 
tions, the territorial sovereign Is 
the judge. 

Too title of the United States, 
as derived from previous enjoy- 
ment at the time when they form- 
ed part of the British empire, has 
been shown to have ceased with 
the conclusion of that treaty by 
which Great Britain recognized 
them in the new character of a'n 
independent nation. 

It has also been shown, that, 
while the American Government 
aclinowledge that their claim is 
now brought forward for the first 
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time, not only have they had, 
since their independence, no en> 
joyment, under treaty, of the na- 
■ vigalion now claimed, but tint the 
provisions of the commercial trea- 
ty, concluded^ in 170^1, and des- 
cribed as having been till lately in 
force, arc in direct contradiction 
with their present demand. 

It has finally been made to ap- 
pear, that the treaties concluded 
by European Powers, as to the 
navigation of rivers, far from in- 
validating the rights of sovereign- 
ty in that particular, tend on the 
contrary, to establish those rights ; 
and that the general priticiplc of 
protection, essential to sovereign- 
ty, dominion and property, ap- 
plies with peculiar force to tlir 
present case of the river St. Law- 
rence. 

Extract of a letter from Mr, Clay 
to Mr, Gallatin, 

Department of Slate, > 
Washington, 19tli June, 1826. > 

“ 3. The navigation of the St. 
Lawrence from the Territories of 
the United States to the sea. 

“ The Government of the Uni- 
ted States have seen, with very 
great surprise and regret, the man- 
ner in which the assertion of this 
right of navigation, through Mr. 
Rush, during the former negotia- 
tion, was met and resisted by the 
British Plenipotentiaries. 'the 
President has respectfully and dc- 
^ liberately examined and consider- 

* ed the' British paper which was 
delivered in by them, and which is 
annexed to the protocol of the 
24th conference, and .he has been 
altogether unable to discern, in its 
reason or its^uthorities, any thing 
to impeach the right of the United 
States, or to justify the confidence 

• with whi«h the exclusive preten- 


sions of Great Britain are brought 
forward and maintained. What 
is the right claimed by the United 
States ? The North American 
lakes are among the largest inland 
seas known on the globe. They 
extend from about the 41st to the 
49th degree of nor^h latitude, 
stretch over sixteen degrees of 
longitude, and thus present a sur- 
face, altogether, of upwards of 
eighty-three thousand square miles. 
Eight States of this Union, (three 
of them among the largest in it) 
one Territory, border on them. 
A population already exceeding 
two millions, and augmenting be- 
yond all example, is directly and 
deeply interested in their naviga- 
tion. They arc entirely enclosed 
within the Territories of the Uni- 
ted Stales and Great Britain, and 
the right to their navigation, com- 
mon to both, is guarantied by the 
faith of treaties, and rests upon 
the still higher authorhy of 
the law of nature. These great 
lakes are united by but one na- 
tural outlet to the ocean, the navi- 
gation of which is common to all 
mankind. That outlet, along a 
considerable part of its course, 
forms a common boundary be- 
tween till* trrrilorics of ^le United 
States and Great Britain, and to 
that extent the rl^ht nf navigfrting 
it is enjoyed by both. The United 
States contend that they arc invested 
with a right to puss from those lakes, 
the incontested privilege of naviga- 
ting whieii they exercise, through 
that natural outlet, to the ocean — 
the right of navigating which, by all 
nations, none presumes to ques- 
tion. The right asserted, in other 
words, is, that their vessels shall 
be (illowed.. without molestation, 
to pursiK! their trackless way on the 
bosom of those vast waters, gather- 
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ed tugether, in no inconsiderable common to nil nntions ; tbe rigKt 
di'ijree, in their own territory, to navigate the seas drawing after 
throiigii that great channel of the it that of passing the straits. Let 
St. Lawrence, which nature itself that principle he applied to the 
has beneficently snpplied, to the present case. The United States 
ocean, in which they arc finally and Great Britain Jtavc, between 


deposited. They ask that the in- 
terests of jthe greater |)opiiiation, 
and the mure extensive and fertile 
country above, shall not bo sacri- 
ficed, in an arbitrary exertion of 
power, to the jealousy and rivalry 
of a swalhr papulution, 
a nwre limited and less jn oductive 
country below. The l/nited Suites 
do not claim a right of cijtry into 
British ports, situated on the St. 
Lawrence, against British will, anti 
to force their productions into the 
consumption of Biltisli suiijects. 
They claim only the right of pas- 
sing those ports, and transporting 
their productions to foreign mark- 
ets, or to their own, open and wil- 
ling to receive them ; and, as in- 
cident and necessary to the enjoy- 
ment of that right, they claim the 
privileges of stoppage and tran- 
shipment, at sucii places within the 
British jurisdiction, and under such 
reasonable and equitable regula- 
tions, as may be prescribed or 
agreed upon. 

Sucji^is the right, the assertion 
of which shocked the sensibility of 
the*British i^lenipotenliaries. The 
impartial world will judge whe- 
ther surprise most naturally be- 
longed to the denial or to the as- 
sertion of the right. 

If the St. Lawrence is regard- 
ed a strait, as it ought to be, con- 
necting navigable seas, there would 
be less controversy. The princi- 
ple on which the ivght to navigate 
straits depends, is that they are 
accessorial to llioso seas *which 
they unite, and the rigtu of navi- 
gating which is not exclusive, but 


them, the exclusive right of navi- 
gating the lakes, 'i'hc St. Law- 
rence connects them with the 
ocean. The rii:ht to navigate both 
(the lakes and the ocean) includes 
that of passing from iheom-to the 
otlirr thnniLdi the natural link. Js 
it reasonable or just that one 
of the two co-[)rofirietors of the 
lakes slumld altogether exclude 
his associate from the use of a 
common natural bounty, neces- 
sary to the enjoyment of the full 
advantages of them ? But, if that 
vast mass of water, collected from 
a tliuusand tributary sources, in 
the immense reservoirs of the 
North American lakes, and cast 
by them into the Atlantic ocean, 
through the channel of the St. 
Lawrence, is to be considered, in 
its transit through that great chan- 
nel, as a river, the name which ac- 
cident has conferred, and not a 
strait, the right of the United States 
to navigate it is believed to be, 
nevertheless, clearly and satisfac- 
torily maintainable. In treating 
this subject, there is, throughout 
the wlK*ie of the British paper, a 
want of just discrimination bc-‘ 
tween the right of passage, claim- 
ed by one nation, through the ter- 
ritories of another, on land, and 
that on navigable water. The dis-' 
tinction, it is true, is not always 
clearly adverted to in the writers • 
on the pubbe law, but it has a 
manifest existence. In the former 
case, the passage can hardly ever 
take^place, especially if it be of 
numerous bodies, without some 
detriment or inconvenience to the 
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State or its citizens, w\iose terri- 
tory is traversed. If the country 
be in a forest state, there is a de- 
struction of timber, if not of soil. 
If in a cultivated, the fields are 
trodden duwn^nd dilapidated, and 
the use of the roads more or less 
impairs them. In both, there is 
danger of cullisiuiis heiweeii the 
native and foreign citizens. But 
a passage on land, through the ter- 
ritories of another, whenever it is 
innocent, cannot he lawfully refu- 
sed. It is to bo granted by a neu- 
tcal to a belligerent army, if no 
serious injury is likely to accnii'to 
him. As ilie right of judging 
whether the passage be or he not 
innorciil, must abide somewhine, 
expediency suggests that it should 
be ex«Tcisod by the sovereign of 
the soil. But his judgment ami 
decision must be regulated by r(?a- 
son and justice ; and, of course, the 
passage cannot be rightfully re- 
fused upon grounds merely arbi- 
trary. How stands the case of a 
passage on navigable water ? in 
that, no injury is done to limber 
or soil, to cultivation or to roads : 
no dangerous collisions between 
the inhabitants and the foreigners 
arise ; not a trace is left by the 
passenger behind, in the ])ussuge 
of the St. Lawrence, for example, 
the vessel is wafted, on the same 
'water which first lloats it from the 
territories of the United Stales, to 
the ocean. It is true, as is ullegetl 
in the British paper, that this water 
washes ftie quays of iMuiitreal aiul 
Quebec, passes under the walh 
of a principal fortress, and, also, 
through the Jincst setUements of 
Canada, and extends along a space 
of near six hundred miles, within 
the dominions of His Britahnic 
Majesty. But when the American 
vessel shaU have arrived at the 


ocean, to tv\nc\l 

to be bound, she will have inflicted 
no injury upon those quays ; the 
guns of the foitress willii'dve been 
silent; those fine settlements of 
C/maiioj and that space of six 
hundred miles, [not exactly, as is 
asserted, extending ihcougli the 
heart of a British colony,) will have 
remained unmolested. She will 
have left no traces of injury beliind 
her : her voyage itself will not have 
made on the inhabitants the im- 
pression of a passing dream ; and, 
iWve^lhe water on which she was* 
borne, slje will have sought her 
trackless ami inimeent course to 
ihe ocean, to reach which (.heat 
Biitain would he as much justified 
in claiming a power to prevent the 
one as the oiIkt. 

“ Nor ou'ihl the cases of rivers 
vhichri<<e and dehouche altoge- 
ther within the Tenitorial limits of 
the same nation, to be confounded 
with those which, having , their 
sources and navigable portions of 
their bodies in Slates above, final- 
ly discharge themselves witliin the 
limits of other Stales beloW. In 
the funner instance, there is no 
basis on which a right in common 
can rest. '1 he luivig ilion of those 
nv»*rs, ordloiu'ily, can only be de- 
sired for purposes of commerce or 
intercourse with Hie •‘niitTon To 
whose Territories, in their whole 
extent, they are confined. And 
as every nation, strictly, has a 
right to interdict all foreign com- 
merce, ami to exclude all foreign- 
ers from its Territories, as is done, 
ill a considerable ilegree, by Chi- 
na, it follows that every one has a 
right, giMierally,^o prtdiiblt an en- 
try into such rivers, or the use of 
its ariFficial roads. Thi.s right of 
prohibition exists where the direct 
object of the visit of foreigners is 
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social or commercial. The end 
being forbidden, the means neces- 
sary to its accomplishment may be 
riglitfiilly withheld. Hut, if an in- 
nocent passage is •demanded for 
purposes unconnected with the 
commerce or society of tlie State 
through which it is recpiired, it 
cannot justly be denied. In the 
enjoyment of this right of passage, 
the use of the Territories, in which 
it is exerted, is merely collate- 
ral. If it be for purposes of law- 
ful war, the end carries the means ; 
and the neutral cannot deny the 
passage without weighty conside- 
rations. 

<< But the right of the inhabit- 
ants of the upper bank of a river 
to the use of its navigatiuu in its 
passage to the sea, through the 
territories of another Sovereign, 
'stands upon other and stronger 
ground. If they were to bring 
forward the pretension to trade, 
or open other intercourse with the 
nation inhabiting tlic banks below, 
against its consent, they would 
find no support or countenance in 
reason, or in tlie law of nature. 
But it is inconceivable upon what 
just grounds a nation below can 
oppose the right of that above to 
pass through a great natural high- 
way into the sea, that it may trade 
m'4ioliJ'it:t.;rcourse with other na- 
tions by their consent. From the 
very nature of such a river, it mu.st, 
in respect to its navigable uses, be 
considered as common to all the 
nations who inhabit its blinks, as 
a free gift, flowing from the bounty 
of Heaven, intended fur all whose 
lots are cast upon its borders ; 
and, in this latter respect, it is 
clearly distinguishable from ca- 
nals and works of art, lirom the 
use of which, being erected at the 
expense of one, all others may be 


excluded. The right to prohibit 
the use of natural channels, de- 
duced in the British paper, from 
that of the e.x''.lusive nature of those 
of an artificial kind, would estab- 
lish the power, if it were practica- 
ble, to forbid the enjoyment of the 
showers of rain which are equally 
dispensed by the Author of all 
Good, because the gardener may 
lawfully deny the employment of 
his watering vessels in the irriga- 
tion of any grounds but his own. 
The land may be divided through 
which a river passes, or which 
composes its bed, by artificial lines 
of demarcation ; but the water it- 
self is incapable of such a divi- 
sion. Ii is confluent and continu- 
ous. Ami that portion of the iloat- 
ting mass which is now in the terri- 
torial dominion of the lower nation, 
was yesterday 'under that of the na- 
tion above ; and, contemning alike 
the authority of all, will, to-mor- 
row, be in that ocean to which the 
presumptuous sway of no one has 
yet been lawfully extended. The 
•incontestiblc right which one na- 
tion has to trade with others, by 
their consent, carries along with 
it that of using those navigable 
means necessary to its enjoyment, 
which the bounty of nature has 
provided for all, in respect to seas, 
and, in regard to rivers, for the 
nations who inhabit them. 

The British paper inquires if 
the American Government can 
mean to insist on a demand, in- 
volving such consequences as it 
describes, without being prepared 
to apply, by reciprocity, the prinr 
ciplc on which the demand rests, 
in favour of Great Britain ? The 
American Government has not 
contended, and dues not mean to 
contend, for any principle, the 
benefit of which, in analogous cir- 
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cumstances, it would deny to Great 
Britain. Accordingly, with re- 
spect to tliat branch of the Culiim- 
l}ia which rises north of the parnl- 
lel 49, (should that parallel be mu- 
tually agreed to as the boundary 
between the teil'iturics of the two 
Powers,) a case analogous t<» that 
of the St. Lawrence will be pre- 
sented. And you have been here- 
inbefore instructed, in the event 
of that branch being navigable 
within the British territory, to 
stipulate for tlie right of navigating 
tlie Columbia to the ocean, in be- 
half of British sulijects. In re- 
gard to the Mississippi, (the exam- 
ple put by the British Plenipoten- 
tiaries,) if further exploration of 
the country shall develope a con- 
nexion between that river and Up- 
per Canada, similar to that which 
exists between the United States 
and the St. Lawrence, the Ameri- 
can Governitu'iit, always faithful 
to princi|)N*s, would be ready to 
apply to the Mississippi the doc- 
trines which it now bolds in re- 
gard to its great northern rival. 
It is not necessary to discuss all 
the extreme cases whicli may be 
fancifully suggested, such as a fo- 
reign claim to pass the Istinnus of 
Darien, to drive a trade between 
Europe and distant India, tliroiigli 
two oceans ; or that of passing 
through England to trade with 
France or other portions of the 
European continent. Examples 
of that kind belong to the species 
of sophistry which would subvert 
all principles, by pushing their as- 
sumed consequences into the re- 
gions of extravagant supposition. 

“The British paper d<hiies that 
the engngenicnis of Paris, in 1814, 
and at Vienna in the I'ollowhig 
year, between the Powers of Eu- 
rope, in respect to the navigation 


of rivers, give any countenance to 
the natural right a'^serted by this 
Government. It is dilTicult to 
conceive what other princi|)le than 
that of a strong sense of the injus- 
tice of vvithliolding from nations, 
W'ho.se trrril<>ri» s are w^ashed by 
rivers, the privilege of ihcir navi- 
gation, dictated those* r*ng?.ge- 
ments. The clause, cited in the 
paper under consideration, is not 
in the nature of an original grant, 
but appears to he founded on a 
pre-existing (and which could be 
IKV otiier than a natural) right. 
‘ Th<**Powers whose States are se- 
parated or crossed by the same 
navigable river, etf^n^e lt> regu- 
late, by common consent, all that 
reganls its navigation.^ 'Phe re- 
gulation is not of the riglit, but of 
the Mse of the right, of navigation. 
And if the consent of the local 
sovereign is necessary to give va- 
lidity to the regulation, so is that 
of the .sovereign, above ‘or below, 
whose territories are crossed* by 
the sumo river : and it is not sti- 
pulated that their use of the right 
of navigation w'as to remaiji in 
abeyance until the manner of its 

enjoyment was regulated by the 
consent of all the interested Pow- 
ers. On the Contrary, it cannot 
be doubted, that it was the under- 
standing of the gri;;;t 
Vienna, that all the States, con- 
cerned in the navigation of the 
Khino and the other enumerated 
rivers, were to he forthwith let in- 
to the eiijoyment of the navigation 
of them, w hether it was previously 
regiilaleei, or not, by common 
consent. Without siicli an untler- 
staiuling, it is inj^nifesl that any 
one ^f the Slates, by withholding 
its assenUto proposeil i\giilalioiis, 
upon real or ostensible groiiiulsof 
objediun, might indefinitely post- 
al 
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pone, if not altogether defeat, the source to tho ocean, siiuil forever 
axereise of the recognized riglit. remain free ntiti open to both par- 
The fact of subjecting the use of tics, is lot wcak««iicd by any ob- 
a to treaty regulations, as servations in tlie Uriti<\i paper, 
/f'MS at Yhiwn to bo A stronger ease injcd not be pre- 

done with the onvigiition oi tbe seniaf o/ t/w m/niission ofa prith 
Kuropettn rivers, and as w:i3 also ciple that u StatOj \vhosc territo- 


done in the caso of the DannbOf 
and other instances cited, docs 
not prove that the origin of tho 
right is conventional, and not 
natural. It often happens to be 
highly convenient, if not some- 
times indispensible, to guard 
against collisions and controver- 
sies, by prescribing certain' rules 
for tho'use of a natural right. The 
law of nature, ‘though sulFioiently 
intelligible in its great outlines 
and general purposes, does not 
always reach every minute de- 
tail, which is called for by the 
complicated varieties and wants 
of modern navigation and com- 
merce. And hcncc the right of 
navigating the oc(?nn itself, in 
many instances, principally inci- 
dent to a state of war, is subjected 
by innumerable treaties, to various 
regulations. These regulations — 
the trJinsaclions at Vienna, rela- 
tive to the navigation of the Ku- 
ropcan rivers, aiuJ other analogous 
stipulations — should be regarded 
only as the spontarieous homage 
*f/f ifiZi'hrlif)' thb superior wisdom of 
the paramount Lawgiver of tin; 
Universe, by delivering lii-i great 
works from the artificial shackles 
and selfish contrivances to which 
they have been arbitrarily and 
unjustly subjected. 

“ The force of the example in 
the definitive treaty of peace of 
1783, between Great Hritain and 
the United States, by which they 
stipulated that tho navigation of 
the river Mississippi, from its 


ries are washed by a river, cannot 
be justly excluded from its navi- 
gation to tlie ocean by an interve- 
ning Power. Spain held tho en- 
tire right hank of the Mississippi 
from its source to the ocean, and 
the left I>nnk from the ocean np to 
the 31st riogreo of north latitude^ 
from which point, to its source, 
the residue of the left bank, it was 
supposed, belonged to the United 
States arul Great Hritain, in seve- 
ralty. Spain, with respect to the 
mouth of the Mississippi, thus 
stood, in 1783, in tho same rela- 
tion to tho United States and to 
Great Hritain, ns Great Britain 
now lioos, ill regard to the mouth 
of the St. Lawrorirc, to the 
United States. What was the 
law of that position of Spain, 
as solemnly declared by both tho 
present contending parties? It 
was, that the navigation of tho 
river Mississippi, from its source 
to the ocean, s/ifill forever remain 
free and opfti to them both. If 
Great Hritain, by the success of 
the war terminated in the treaty of 
1703, was enabled to extort from 
France a concossifin of the free 
navigation of the IMississippi, as 
is asserted in tiie Hritish argu- 
ment, her condition was not the 
same in 1783. Vet, amidst all 
her reverses, without consulting 
Spain, she did not scruple to con- 
tract with the United States for 
their reciprocal freedom of navi- 
gating tho Mississippi, from its 
source to the oc^aii, through 
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‘Spanish territory, and passing the 
finest sultierneuta and the largest 
city of Louisiana, as well as all 
~lho Spanish fortresses of the 
• lower Mississippi. Is Great Bri- 
tain prepared^ to promulgate a 
law for Spain to which she will 
not herself submit, in analogous 
circiimstanees ? 

It is not thought to be neces- 
sary further to extend observations 
on the British paper, upon which 
I have been coinmcnting. if 
others, in the course of your ne- 
gotiation, should be rc([uircd, 
they will readily present tiioiri- 
sclves to you. Tt is more agree- 
able to turn from a protracted dis- 
cussion, which, althougli we arc 
entirely coiilidcnt of liaviiig the 
right on our side, if wo arc to 
judge from the past, may termi- 
nate by leaving each party in pos- 
session of the satne opinion which 
he entertained at its commence- 
ment, to tiio consideration of some 
practical arrangomenf, which, if 
possible, shall reconcile the views 
of both. A river, it is manifest, 
may pass through the territories 
of several Powers in such manner 
as that, if each were to interdict 
the others its navigable luse, 
within his particular Jurisdiction, 
every one of them might be de- 
prived of all the advantages of 
which it could be susceptible. 
And, if the United States were dis- 
posed to exert within their juris- 
diction, apower over the St. Law- 
rence, similar to that which is ex- 
ercised by Great Britain, British 
Bubjects could bo made to expe- 
rience the same kind of inconve- 
nience as that to which American 
citizens are now exposed, l^lie 
best, and, for descending naviga- 
tion, the only channel of the St. 


Lawrence between Barnhart’s 
Island and the American shore Is 
within our limits ; and every Bri- 
tish boat and raft, therefore, that 
descend the St.* Lawrence, comes 
within the exclusive jurisdiction of 
the United States. The trade of 
the Upper Province isj, conse- 
quently, in our power, and a re« 
port to the Legislature of New- 
York, under date 2Sth March, 
1S2.5, (of which a copy is now put 
into your possession) concludes 
by recommending an application 
l<f Gpiigress to exercise the power, 
thus possessed by us, in retalia- 
tion for the act of [ho British Par- 
liament of 5ih August, 1822, en- 
titled ‘An act to regulate the 
trade of the Provinces of Lower 
and Upper (-^mada.’ If the re- 
commendations of that report 
were not adopted by the general 
assembly of iVew-York, and if 
Congress has hitherto /orborne to 
place Canadian navigation under 
any restrictions, in their transit 
through our territory, it has Been 
because of an unwillingness to 
follow’ an unfriendly example, and 
from a hope that mutual and can- 
did cxplaiiations with (vreat Bri- 
tain might remove all existing 
causes of hardship and complaint. 
Prior to the passage o f the British 
act of Parliament, of 1822, and 
from the first settlement of the 
territory of the United States bor- 
dering on the lakes and the St. 
Lawrence, their citizens had met 
with no difficulty in the disposal 
of the surplus produce of their in- 
dustry, consisting chielly of pot 
and pearl ashes^ lumber, salted 
protisions, and flour, at the 
markets^f Montreal and Quebec. 
It was there sold, not for domes- 
tic consumption, but for subse- 
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quent exportation, by sea, to 
distant markets, principally Bri> 
tish West India Colonics. This 
trade was reciprocally bcncbcial ; 
the American citizen finding bis 
advantage in a ready sale of his 
produce, the British subject his, in 
the commission, storing, and other 
incidental transactions : and Bri- 
tish navigation enjoying the exclu- 
sive benefit of rc-tiansporting the 
produce to its final destination. 
This trade had increased to such 
an extent that the single article of 
lumber, transported down tl o St. 
Lawrence in the year 1821, 
amounted in value to ■'?i56 50,000 , 
without bringing into the estimate 
the portion of that article which 
found its way through lake C'hani- 
plain and the Sorrel to Montreal 
and Quebec. This beneficial and 
innocent trade, so tar as it dealt in 
the principal articles of flour and 
lumber, was almost entirely de- 
stroyed by the duties imposed in 
the act of Parliament of August, 
1822, which, in eflect, if not in 
form, are prohibitory. 

“ Should not the mutual inter- 
ests of the two countries, in re- 
spect to this trade, independent of 
any considerations of right in the 
navigation of the St. Jiawrence, 
produce^" aFrangement satisfac- 
tory to both parties ? It is a little 
remarkable that the opposition to 
such an arrangement proceeds 
from the party having the greatest 
interest in making it. That of the 
United States, as has been alrea- 
dy stated, is simply to sell a sur- 
plus produce of labour. The 
place of its coi\sumption is the 
West Indies. If it can be dispo.scd 
of short of that place, at Montreal 
or Quebec, the citizens of the Uni- 
ted States would be content. But, 


if they cannot sell it in those 
cities; if Great Britain, by the 
imposition of duties, which it will 
not bear, prevent a sale ; they then 
desire to exercise the privilege of 
passing out the St. Lawrence, 
and seeking a market wherever 
they can find it. Some portion of 
the produce which would take 
that natural direction, is now trans- 
ported through the great canal 
which unites the Hudson and Lake 
Eric. When the canal designed 
to connect the great canal with 
the St. Lawrence, at or near 
Oswego, which is in considera- 
ble progress, shall no completed, 
other portions of Autcrieuu pro- 
duce will seek the market of the 
city of New York, instead of that 
of the Canadian Capitals. If an- 
other canal, which is projected, 
shall ever he cut, that which is 
proposed to unite tlie St. Law- 
rence to Lake ('hamplain, the in- 
terest of this country in the navi- 
gation of the 8t. Lawrence will be 
still further diminished. Contrast 
this state of our interest in tho 
trade in rpiestion with that of 
Great Britain, it will not be de- 
nied that the two British cities of 
Montreal and Quebec would be 
much benefitted by the prosecu- 
tion of the trade. The British 
tonnage enjoys, and if the naviga- 
tion of tiie St. Lawrence were 
freely thrown open to us, would 
probably continue to enjoy, the 
monopoly of the exportation of our 
produce, either us British or Ame- 
rican properly, to foreign posses- 
sions. That produce serves to 
swell the list of articles of general 
commerce in which Great Britain, 
more tlian any other nation, is con- 
cerned, and ministers dircetly to 
the wonts of British polonios. If 
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’ k enters somewhat into competi- lege is limited to these articles, 
tion with similar produce of Cana- because tlicy are all produced in 
dian origin, that consideration that quarter, which is important 
•"should be neutralized, by the fact, should have that vent ; and which, 
that the British West India colo- not being supposed to be want- 
nist enjoys the benefit of the com- ed in those cities for the consump- 
petition. For it cannot be supposed lion of either Canada, are, subse- 
to be a part of the British policy qucntly, exported fr.om those 
to shut up the American supply, places of entrepot to foreign coun- 
Ihat one British colonist may tries. From that cause, it would 
thereby sell to another British co- be unreasonable that the y should 
lonist,. at a price somewhat higher be liable to pay any higher or other 
than he otherwise could do, with- duties than sinular articles of 
out the remotest prospect of its Canadian origin. There is an- 
rediictioii from [for] any length of dthjjr reason lor the limitation : 
timo that the exclusion and the w'c could imt insist upon a general 
monopoly might exist. IVithout ami indiscriminate admission into 
extending the comparison further, those ports of tiU produce and 
it must be evident that Croat Bri- maiiulactures of the United States, 
lain is more, or at least as much, free of duly, without being pre- 
intcrcstcd in the trade as we arc. pared to allow, as the equivalent, 

Our loss is not that of the entire uiirl admission into our northern^ 
value of the articles which are pro- Territories of all British produce 
vented from reaching a market, and inanufnctnres on ll)e same 
under the operation of (ho British terms. But such an admission of 
laws, but of the dillbrence only in British produce and maiiufaoiurcs, 
value, if there bo any, between if not unconstitutional, would be 
those articles and the substitutes very unc(|ual us it respccife the 
on which our labour exerts itself Jaike country and other parts of 
in consequence of the existence of the United States. The lu st ar- 
that impediment. With this vie\\^ tide also provides for a right of 
of the matter, 1 have prepared iw# deposite at Montreal and Quebec, 
articles, which accompany these or such other place as the British 
instructions, under the designa- Government may designate. Pos- 
tion of A and B ; and which may sibly, the British Governmen t . 
be successively proposed by you, may require a reciprocal^irivllego 
during the progress of the negotia- of introducing from the Canadas 
tion. By the first, the navigation into the I'niled Slates, free from 
of the St. Lawrence, up and down, duty, and their disposing of Cana- 
ffoni and to the ocean, is declared dian lumber, pot and ]>earl ashes, 
to belong to tho citizens of the flour and salted provisions. Such 
United States ; and the ports of a privilege would be of essential 
Montreal and Quebec are open to benefit to the Upper Province, in 
the importation and disposal of opening to it, through the canals 
their lumber, pot and pearl ashes, of* the state of New York, the 
flour, and salted provisions, marked of the city of New Y'ork. 
brought from the Lake and iSt. Should such a stipulation be re- 
Lawrence .country. The privi- quired, you may agree to it, with 
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8 provision that the inhabitants of intorvonlni'niofliliralions, ol whioh 
Canada shall be subject to the 1 will now spucilV somo that pre- 
paymetit of tlie suine tolls, fer- sent iheinsclves, ami to which, if 
n'agvs, uud other chmiicSf in all you awi ot tJo hotter, )'uu arff" 
respects, as citizens o/'t/ie Lfuited aut/iorized to a^ive : 

•States, from time to time, are, or 1. It may bo proposed to 

shall bo liable to pay. \'ou may limit the right of deposite to Que- 
also agree ^lo add furs and peltries bcc. 

to the list of articles wbiuh each 2. The sale of our produce 
party may introduce into the terri- may bo limited to the port of 
torios of the other, free from duly. Quebec ; and, 

This would be a stipidaiion very “ 3. The list may be increased 
advantageous to Gi cat Britain, in of the articles wiiich we may be 
opening a shorter and better route allowed to sell, at either or both 
to the ocean for those urtiple6, of tho.se cities, free of duly, so as 
than that through the ^t. Law- to include all, or otiicr, articles of 
rcnce. ^ the growth, produce or riianufac- 

“ By the second article, our turo, of the United States, with 
rightsof navigation, and to a place the permission to import into the 
of deposite simply, is stipulated, United States similar produce of 
without the privilege of introdu- Canadian origin, without any eor- 
cing into the Canadas any articles responding |>rivilcgo, of intro- 
whatever of American produce, ducing into tliern British, Ettro- 
Both articles secure to British jfeaa, or other foreign manufuc- 
suhjects the right freely to navi- tures. 

gate the St. Lawrence, whore the “ If you should find the British 
channel is within our e.vciusivo Governiiieiit unwilling to agree to 
jurisdiction. The- tirst would so- cither of the two preceding articles, 
cure all that wc can n.sk ; the’ with or without tl»c rnodiiieations, 
second the least that wo can take, or somo of them, ahovementioned, 

“ VVe could not rightfully object^ou will declino entering into any 
to a refusal to sales of American Arrangement upon the subject of 
produce, free of duty, within Bri- the navigation of the St. i^aw- 
tish jurisdiction, however unfriend- rence, and take any counter pro- 
ly it would be. But, in tliat case, posals, which they may oiler, for 
there mjgTit to he no limitation of rcferenco to yoiir Government, 
the articles of our export or im- Neither the third article of the 
port trade. On the supposition treaty of 1794, nor that which was 
of such a refusal, the Canadas proposed by either party at the 
would be strictly entrepots, and negotiation of tho convention qf 
not places of consumption of the 1815, nor that wliich was offered 
objects of our trade, in eWher of by Lord Castlcreagli, in March, 
its directions ; and, therefore, IS 17, would serve ns a proper 
there should be no restriction, as basis to rc'gulate tho right which 
to what we should, or should nut, wc claim to the navigation of the 
export or import. , St. .Lawrence. Without ad vert- 

Between the maximum and to any other, decisive objections 
the minimum, which those two to the third article of ^he treaty of 
articles present, there arc several 1794, are that it comprehended 
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‘the Indians on both sides of the 
boundary between the territories 
of the United States and Great 
•Britain ; and left Great Britain at 
full liberty to impose whatever du- 
ties her policy mi«»ht dictate, upon 
our produce entering the (’ana- 
dian ports. The act of Parlia- 
ment of August, J822, would not 
he contrary to the stipulations of 
that article. The latter objection 
equally applies to both the Ame- 
rican and llritish projects of an 
article, which wf?re proposed, but 
neither of wlilch was agreed to, 
in the nogotiiilion of IS 15, as well 
as thatnfTiOrd (.'astloreagh. Nor 
would the United Stales find any 
protection against the excrei.se of 
the power of imposing duties, l)y 
agreeing to the ordinary stipula- 
tion in commercial treaties, re- 
stricting the duties im|)osed to the 
rate at which similar articles are 
liable when imported from other 
countries. i>ecause,in point of tact, 
no article, similar to those which 
are imported from our northern 
Territory into Canada, is intro- 
duced llicrc from any foreign 
country, no foreign country stands 
in a similar relation to (,'anadu, 
that the iiorlhcrn parts of the Uni- 
ted Slates do. An(l(»reat Britain 
woidd not, therefore, be restrain- 
ed from imposing duties upon our 
produce, wliich should even bo 
prohibitory in their etlect, by their 
operation upon similar produce of 
ojlicr countries. 

“ Whilst Great Biilain may bo 
unwilling to enter into any treaty 
'stipulations, ac^knowlcdging onr 
right to the navigation bf the St 
Lawrence, she may not he indis- 
posed to conseitt, by her pwn 
voluntary act, to repeal all prohi- 
bitory and o|hcr duties imposed on 


American produce, so as to adroit 
it into the ports of Montreal and 
Quebec on the same terms as the 
same kind of produce is received 
from Upper Canada. Such an equal 
admission of onr produce, would, 
in a great meastirc, supersede the 
necessity of discussing and set- 
tling, at this time, our right to the 
navigation of the St. Lawrence, 
and of considering the regulations 
which the interests of botli parties 
might require in the practical exer- 
cise of the right. Our citizens 
^oi^d enjoy, in those cities, a 
ready amj certain market for their 
produce, to ohtaiji which, would 
bo the primary object of securing 
to tlioin the navigation of the St. 
Lawrence. It is because we can- 
m»t demand such an admission 
and privilege of selling our pro-, 
ducc, as a matter of right, and be- 
cause Great Britain may decline 
tiie concession of jt, although 
inaiiifestly hcnelicial to herself, that 
we <ie.sire to have this interest 
placed upon some solid* and 
permanent foundation. But, if 
you .'should he uuuhle to obtain the 
British iissciit to either of the ar- 
ticles proposed, with or without 
any of the modificaiions of them, 
which have hfu n suggested, it 
would then be satisfact ory to ha yg . 
the assurance of the British ov- 
einmcnt that onr produce, or, at 
least, the principle artielos of it, 
which have been mentioned, shall 
be received at Montreal and Que- 
bec on the same terms as the like 
kinds •of Canadian produce arc 
there reeeived. And you may, 
in turn, assure ]lie. British Gov- 
erfiment that the rre?i(lcnt will 
reeonuvend to (Congress to reei- 
procale any Briti-^h acts ot'lihcrali- 
iv and good neighbourhood, in re- 
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gard to the admission and sale of 
American produce in the ('anadasy 
by acts of equal liberality and good 
neighbourhood, on our side, iu re- 
spect to the admission and sale of 
Canadian produre in the United 
States. It is within the compe- 
tency of the nititual legislation of 
the two countries to remove many 
of the existing causes of complaint, 
without cither party conceding or 
renouncing rights which there 
might be an unwillingness to ad- 
mit or surrender. 

“ By an act of the Britisli Pai:- 
llament, f)assed on the .Oili .July, 
1825, entitled * An act t(i regulate 
the trade of tlie British Possi's- 
siuns abroad,’ inland inna^rlation 
is allowed into the Canadas, from 
the United States, in vessels, boats, 
or carriages, belonging to tlu m, of 
any goods which might he lawfully 
imported by sea ; btu such gtiods 
must be brought to a |)ort or 
place of entiy, and are to pay the 
same ‘duties as if they were import- 
ed bv sea. I’liey may he ware- 
housed at Qurhoc, only, for ex-, 
portation, without paying duty, 
under certain restrictions ; but 
then the Collectors and Comptrol- 
lers of the port are empowered to 
declare, in a written notice, to be 
by them promulgated, ‘ what sorts 
oL tfood *; m«v he so warehoused.* 
(See 28, 29, 30, 31,32, 33, and 
34 sections, I'tc., of the Act.) Un- 
der this authority, it would he coiii- 
peteni to tliose olTiccrs to exclude, 
at their pleasure, from the privi- 
lege of warehousing oiir most va- 
luable productions. If, by British 
legislation, (on the supposition that 
you cannot prevc'fii on the British 
Government to regulate, by cotn- 
pact, the navigation of fhr; St. 
Lawrence, in the manner which 
has been herein proposed,) the 


privilege of warehousing our pro* 
duce was placed on a more stable 
footing, and we were allowed to 
export it in our own vessels, it 
would be a considerable improve- 
ment of the existing state of things. 

Dining the negotiation be- 
tween Mr. Kush and the British 
rienipoteiuiaries, a desire was 
nianifestiMl by the latter to couple 
togetlier the disputed points under 
the fifth article of the Treaty of 
Ghent, and the right asserted by 
the l-nitcd States to llie free navi- 
gation of the St. liuwrence, and, 
on the supposition of those two 
subjects being so blended, the Bri- 
tish l*]enipot(‘ntiaries stated that 
tlu'y were even prepared to make 
oflers of comjuomise and settle- 
ment, founded ^ on a most liberal 
and c.onipn heusive view of the 
wishes and interests of the United 
States.* These oflers were to be 
made on the basis of the United 
Slates waiving their right to the 
navigation of the St. Lawrence, 
which, Iiowever, (ireat Britain 
was willing tt) grant to them on a 
full rquivalent; and that equiva- 
lent, it is to he inferred, was ex- 
pected, by the British Plenipoten- 
tiaries, to he furnished in the dis- 
puted territory to whicli the fifth 
article of the Treaty of Ghent re- 
lates. What those offers were, 
they declined to communicate to. 
Mr. Kush, although invited to do 
so, in order that he might transmit 
them to his Government. The 
(jovernment of the United States 
cannot consent to renounce a right 
which they conceive belongs to 
them by the highest species of ti- 
tle. Jf, as the British (iovern- 
nient professes to believe, the right 
has, no just foundation, why does 
it insist upon its renunciation? 
Nor can this (roveniment agree 
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io barter away any portion of liio 
territorial sovereignty of Alaine, or 
the proprietary rights of the Coin- 
monweallh of Mussudiuseits, lor 
the navigation of a river in wJiicli 
neither of them has any direct in- 
terest. If tlft; question of the na- 
vigation of the ht. Lawrence could 
be acconimoduted in a iiinnner 
satisfactory to both parties, so as 
to let the citizens of the United 
States into the practical and benefi- 
cial enjoyment of it, their (Jovern- 
ment would be willing that the ur- 
rungemeni should be equally silent 
in regard to the admission on the 
one side, or the abanduinnont on 
the other, of the right as claimed 
and denied by the parties, respec- 
tiv'dy. It is not easy to compre- 
hend why the British Plenipoten- 
tiaries withiield the communica- 
tion, to Air. Uusb, of the very libe- 
ral oilers, wiiicli, according to their 
account of them, they were charg- 
ed to make. When they appeared 
disposed to yii’ld to the separation 
of the two subjects, as urged by 
Air. Kush, they still declined to 
make this proposal of compromise 
in respect to the northeastern 
boundary. Under a belief that no 
prejudice can result to eidier parly 
from a full cummuiiicariuii and u 
fair consideration of those oilers, 
in respect to either or both ques- 
tions, you will invite a disclosure 
of them, for reference home. It 
is obvious, that no instructions, 
adapted to them, can he given, un- 
til they arc known ; nor can we 
come under any preliminary obii- 
^ gallon as the price of their com- 
munication. If they are ever in- 
tended by Great Britain to be 
brought forward, the sooner it is 
done the belief for the econonty 
time, and the speedy setlliMiicnt of 
the questiops, should they prove 


acceptable to this (/overnment. 
Had they Imhmi communicated to 
Air. Kush, the delay would have 
been avoided which must now take 
place from your transmitting them 
to the United iiiatrs, and receiving 
from hence the nccesssary instruc- 
tions, if the olTers should be made 
known to you.” 

Extracts of a tetter from Mr. 

Ctai/ 1o Mr. Gallatin, Envoy 

Extraordinary and Minister 

Plenipotentiary to Great Jiri- 
• lain, dated Jjcxin^ton, ^th Au- 
gust, 18126. 

“ Your letter, under date of 
New York, on the 129lh of June 
last, having been duly received at 
the Department of State, and sub- 
inilled to the President, was sub- 
sequently transmitted to me at tliis 
place, and 1 now have the honour* 
to address you agreeably to his di- 
rectitins. 

** lie is very desirous of an 
amicable settlement of all llie 
points of difference between tGreat 
Britain and th(‘ L'nited States on 
just priiicipli's. Such a seDlemeni, 
alone, would he sali>factory to the 
People of the United States, or 
would command the concurrence 
of their Senate. In staling, in 
your instructions, the terms on 
which the Presidciit^i.«-'Mi»inIi7k'^ 
that the several questions pending 
between the two Governments 
might be arranged, he yielded as 
much to a spirit of concession ns 
he thought he could, consistenily 
with the interests of (his country. 
He \S, especially, not now pre- 
paced to authorize any stipulations 
involving a cession of terriioiy bc- 
longing to any State in tiie Union, 
or the* abandonment, express or 
implied, of the right to navigate 
tlic St. laiwrence, or the siirren- 
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der of any territory south of lati- 
tude 49, on the Northwest Coast.” 

“ 111. The naviijuiion of the 
St. Lawrence. — Both the articles, 
A and B, unquestionab/y assume 
that the United States liave tlie 
right to the navigation of that 
river, independent of Creat Bri- 
tain. Nor can the Presuleni con- 
sent to any treaty by which liiey 
should renounce that right, ex- 
pressly or by implication. If a 
sense of justice should not induce 
Great Britain to acknowledge our 
right, some hu |)0 has been indulg- 
ed tiiat she miglit find a motive to 
make the ackiiowledgiiKMit, in the 
power which we possess, on her 
principles, of controlling the navi- 
gation of the St. Lawrence within 
our limits. If she could ho brought 
to consent to neither of those ar- 
ticles, yonr instructions did not 
look to any other tieaty stipula- 
tions on the sid)ject of the naviga- 
tion of the Sr. Lawrence : and 
what they say with respect to 
practical arrangements, iu other 
fiirnis, was iiitenjl'i.'il to refer to s<i- 
paratf* acts of the tw»» parties. Yoti 
are indeed authorized to takt; for 
reference any counter pro|iw.«jals 
which may he niudu by (ireat Bri- 
tain, because it is po.ssible that 
some other recoiiciliatiuii of the 
iaf;or^»sr<ij nf tly. two Bowers, than 
any which has occurred here, may 
present itself to the Briti.sh Gov- 
ernment ; and because, if that were 
not very likely, such a reference 
would he still due in courtesy to 
the other party. Although it is desi- 
rable, atpresent, for the iniiuhitants 
of the United States, on the St. Law- 
rence, to enjoy the liberty of trad- 
ing to Montreal and (jiK-hec^ in 
their lumber and other aytiele?: of 
produce, charged with no liigiier 
duties than similar Canadian com- 
modities, it would be unsafe to as- 


sert that, at no time, now or here- 
after, would tlie right of treely 
navigating the .''t. Law retjce, with 
a convenient place t>f depnsite, be 
available, w'iibout tbe liberty ol 
trading witli either of those places. 
Such a rigiit wouhi o/nm to our 
navfgalioti a new theatre of enter- 
prise, and if the British colonial 
markets should be shut against us 
in consetpiencc of high duties, 
others ecprally advantageous might 
he sought and found, if the Bri- 
tish (iovernment should decline 
agreeing to either of the two ar- 
ticles, A and B, hut be willing to 
receive oiir (uoduce at Alonfical 
or Quehi'c, either free of duty, or 
with .such reduced duties as might 
enable it to sustain a compeiilion 
W’itli CaiiadiiUi proiluce, two 
inodes of accum|ilisliing this ob- 
ject pre.sent themselves : one by 
treaty, and the other by acts (d 
separate regulation. Between 
tlieni, there is no derided pri'fer- 
ence. 'i'lie latter was suggested 
in yonr in.stnirtion.s as being that 
which W'ould he most likely to he tit- 
tainnhl(.‘, and because it would nut 
involve any abaniioninent of the 
lights of either party. If it be 
liable to the objection that either 
party may, at pleasure, put an 
end to it, the niiitiial interest which 
recommends its adoption would 
anbi'd a guarantee of its durability. 
But yon are authorized to con- 
sider your instructions enlarged 
so as to Ciunpreliend both modes 
of elfecling the object, taking due 
care tliat, if that hy treaty should, 
in the progress of llie negotiation, 
seem to yon best, the treaty stijiu- 
iation slial! either expre.ssly re- 
serve the right of the United States 
to jhe navigation of the St. Law- 
ro'ice, in its whole extent, or at 
leant siiail be so framed as not 
to ho susceptible of tho interpre- 
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‘totion that they have abandoned 
that right. It is believed that the 
British Government may be made 
.to comprehend, lliat the privilege 
of introducing the produce of 
Upper Canada, as proposed in 
your instructions, into the United 
States, and thereby securing the 
shorter and belter route tlirougli 
the State of New York, will be an 
equivalent for that which we de- 
sire in the ciijoyincnt of the 
markets of Montreal and Quebec. 
With respect to the right to the 
navigation of Lake Michigan, on 
which you suppose I lie Hrltish 
may insist, (ho President ran sec 
no legitimate purjioso for which 
they siiould desire it. It cannot 
be wanted by them, either to 
reach their own dominions, or 
those of any foreign country, and 
stands, therefore, on other 
grounds than that on which we 
claim the right to navigate the St. 
Lawrence ; and th(;y are not al- 
lowed to trade w'itii the Indians 
situated within our limits. The 
same ohsm’vations are applicable 
to Lake (yhamplaiii.” 

Exlrnr.l of a ktlo.r from Mr. 

Gallnlin In Mr. Claij^ dafvd 

London, 21.^/ Scptcmhrr, 1S27. 

“ The British IMcnipotcntia- 
ries will not cnUnlaiii any proposi- 
tion respecting the navigation of 
the St. liawrence, founded on the 
right claiuKid by the United 
Spates to navigate that river to the 
Bca. 

“ Although it may prove hereaf- 
ter expedient to make a tempo- 
rary agreement, without reference 
to the right, (which I am not au- 
thorized to do,) I am sati.shod 
that, for the present, at least, and 
whilst the jntercourso with the 


British West Indies remains inter* 
dieted, it is best to leave that by 
land or inland navigation with the 
North American British provin- 
ces, to he regulated by the laws of 
each country, respectively. The 
British Government will not, 
whilst the present stato^ of things 
continues, throw any impediment 
in the way of that intercourse, if 
the United States will permit it 
to continue.” 

MR. GALLATIN TO MR. CLAY. 

• ^ London, Isf OcloSpp, 1627. 

Sir : I Jiad, at an early stage of 
the iiegolinlions, nseertained, not 
only that no arrangement, founded 
on a recognition of the right of 
the liver St. Lawrence to the sea, 
was practicahle, but that there 
was a sensibility on that subject 
which rendered it preferable not 
to approach it till all others, and 
particularly that, of tlic Colonial 
Inlorcoursc, liad been disposed of. 
Tt was, tluTcforo, only after it bad 
been dislinctly ascertained, St the 
interview of llic 13lh instant, [ul- 
timo.] with Mr. id nslcisscAi and 
Lord Dudley, that there was no 
chance left of tlic intcrcourso 
with the British West Indies being 
opened, and after the principles of 
the Convention respecting tlie_ 
N ortlioast boiindaryTiaii dcciT^uh- 
.stantially agreed to, that I brought 
forward tlic question oflicially at 
our eonfcrences. I did it without 
any hope of sucreeding, but be- 
cause this negotiation being the 
continuation of that of 1824, I 
apprehended that to admit alto- 
getficr this subject, miglit bo con- 
stpiird as an abandonment of the 
right of tlic United States. 

'To my lirst suggestion, the Bri- 
tish Plenipotentiaiie.s replied, that, 
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however well disposed Groat Bri- 
tain might bo to treat with the 
United States respecting the free 
navigation of the river St. Law- 
rence, as a question of mutual 
convenience, yet the views of tho 
British Government being the 
same now as they were in IS24, 
and they being prohibited by ex- 
press instructions from entering 
into any discussion respecting tho 
free navigation of that river, if 
claimed as heretofore, by the Uni- 
ted States, on the ground of right, 
they could not entertain any pr»'-- 
position to that effect, if now luado 
by me. 

It is sufficiently obvious, that 
tho determination of the British 
Plenipotentiaries, not to enter 
into any discussion of the subject, 
was applicable to themselves, and 
could not prevent my offering any 
proposition, or annexing to the 
Proto- oi any argument in the sup- 
port of it, which T might think 
proper. But it appeared to mo 
altogether unnecessary, if not in- 
jurious, to commit iny Gov»;rti- 
ment,'by presenting any specific 
proposal, with the certainty of its 
being rejected ; or to make this 
Government commit itself still 
further, by reiterating its positive 
refusal to treat on the ground of 
lilti part of the United 
States. 1 therefore made the 
entry which you will see in the 
Protocol of the 20th conference, 
and which is sufficient for the ol)- 
Ject 1 had in view. You had, by 
your despatch of 8th August, 
1826, in conformity with my own 
wishes, so far enlarged my instruc- 
tions as to authorize me to jurJgo 
which method would bo the most 
eligible for tho purpose of obtain- 
ing, at all events, the admission of 


American produce nt Quebec or 
Montreal, free of duty ; whether 
that by treaty, or that by acts of 
separate legislation. The alter- 
native WHS not within my reach, 
as any provision reserving the 
right of the United States to the 
free navigation of the St. Law- 
rence, either expressly, or by im- 
plication, was, in the present tem- 
per of this Government, out of 
the question. But, hud it been 
in my power to select the mode, 

I would have resorted to that sug- 
gested in the original instructions, 
being fnliy satisfied that we may, 
with confidence, roly on tho ob- 
vious interest of Great Britain to 
remove every restriction on the 
exportation of American produce 
through Canada, and need not re- 
sort to any treaty stipulation short 
of at least a liberty, in perpetuity, 
to navigate tho river, through its 
whole extent. 

B’hatovcr motives may have in- 
duced tho measures which gave 
rise to the first complaints of onr 
citizens, a diilerent policy now 
prevails. In conscqiicnco of the 
extension of the warehousing sys- 
tem to the ports of Quebec, Mon- 
treal, and St. John’s, places of dc- 
positc arc, in fact, allowed for eve- 
ry species of A merienn produce, 
free of duty, in case of exporta- 
tion, which is all that, in that re- 
spect, we could ask as a matter of 
right. The navigation between 
Montreal and Quebec, cither to 
the sen, or from tho sea, has not 
been granted ; and it is precisely 
what cannot now bo obtained by a 
treaty stipulation, without what 
would be tantamount to a dis- 
claimer of the right. 

But I do not think that, in 
practice, this will be |much longw 
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tlcnied. There is certainly a dis- 
position, not evinced on former 
occasions, to make the navigation 
free; provided it was not a.*ked 
. as a matter of rij^ht ; and gene- 
rally to encourage the intercourse 
between the Ubited States anti the 
adjacent British Provinces. This 
change of disposition is undoubt- 
edly due, in part, to the wish of 
obtaining supplies for the West 
India Colonies, whilst the inter- 
course between these and the 
United States remains interdicted. 
B.iit it also must be ascribed to 
more correct views of what is so 
clearly the interest, arid ought to 
bo the policy, of Great Hritain, in 
that (piarter. It is certainly an 
extraordinary circumstance, that 
the great ttn{)ortaiicc of the Ame- 
rican inland commerce to her own 
navigation, and to the prosperity 
of Canada, should not liavo been 
sooner strongly felt, and particu- 
larly attended to ; that the obsta- 
cles to an intercourse, by which 
American produce is exported 
through Quebec, in preference 
to the ports of the United States, 

■ should have arisen on the part of 
Great Britain, and not of the Uni- 
ted States. 

It is, therefore, to that mode of 
attaining the object in view, that I 
have turned iny attention. The 
considerations which Tccommcnd 
the policy of removing, by their 
own acts, tho practical inconve- 
niences which still embarrass the 
intorcoin'se, have been stated, 
generally, to the British Plenipo- 
tentiaries, but with more force, 
and more in detail, to •Lord Dud- 
ley, and to other members of the 
cabinet. In an interview I had 
to-day with his Lordship, aller 
having expressed my regret that 
‘no arrangement could, at this 


time, be made on that subject, and 
after having urged the other rea- 
sons which should induce Great 
Britain no lons'cr to prevent the 
navigation of the American raft, 
boats, and vessels between Mon- 
treal and Quebec ; that, if she 
persisted in denying it, although 1 
had no authority to say such was 
(ho intention of my Government, 
yet it seemed a natural conse- 
quence, and ought not to he con- 
sidered as giving otfence, that the 
United Slates should adopt cor- 
|■•sponding measures in regard to 
the navijjation of the river St. 
Lawrence, within their own limits. 
Lord Dudley, whd had appeared 
to acquiesce in my general re- 
marks, made no observation on 
the last suggestion. 

But, wliat is somewhat re- 
markable is, that he, and several * 
of the other Ministers with whom 
I have conversed, have expressed 
a doubt whether 1 wa5 not rnista- 
ken in asserting that the naviga- 
tion of the river was interdietpd to 
our boats between Montreal and 
Quebec, • 

Upon the whole, 1 have great 

hopes that, setting aside the ab- 
stract question of right, and 
though no airangemcnl, by treaty, 
should take place, our citizens 
will, ere long, 

acts of Great Britain alone, enjoy 
all the benctils of the navigation 
which they could obtain, even if 
the right were recognized. Should 
this expectation be disappointed, 
it is ^probable tlint a sutheient 
remedy will be found in the power 
to retaliate above St. Uegis, 

* 1 have thelionour to be, &c. 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 

IIoiS. llfiNRV Cl.AV, 

Secretarif of .S/ct/e, IVashington. 
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II.— FOREIGN. 


MEXICO. 

puesident’s messacie. 


Citizens of tho Senato ami 

Ilou.'c of lloprrsGntativns : 

The year 1826 has closed wilji 
an uninterrupted course of prospe- 
rity for the republic. 

You have ai^uiii been summon- 
ed from your several districts by 
the puldic voice to meet in con- 
gress — and tlioiigh the reflection 
of the time past is sweet and grate- 
ful to the memory, the future, big 
with events, elicits all your atten- 
tion. Many causes concur to 
make this national jubilee interest- 
ing, for now the strength and 
vigour of the government is seen 
in its institutions — the body soeinl 
and tho body politic being bound 
by tho strongest tics, tlie people 
.salisfled with the government and 
a general harmony prevailing — 
a harmony, admirjihle and happy, 
and correspondent with the hopes 
Tttdii !iye fr ( 4»r yr. .s t year, and which 
wc trust a kind Providence, in the 
infinitude of his mercy, may con- 
tinue. 

Every day our foreign relations 
arc more firm and important. A 
minister plenipotentiary has^ been 
despatched to the court of Saint 
James to conclude additional ar- 
ticles of the treaty with rival 
Britain. 

F rom F ranee, commcrciaf agents 
have been appointed. This con- 


duct is in an accordance with the 
general dis[)osition the European 
nations have manifested towards 
the emancipation of this country. 
The Governments of Prussia and 
Wnrtemhnrg have in like manner, 
appointed commercial agents. 
Nothing has occurred to interrupt 
oiir friendly relations with the Uni- 
ted States of North Aniciica — the 
treaties of navigation, commerce 
and amity, concluded with their 
Minister Plenipotentiary have been 
ratified by both bouses of Con- 
gress. ^riie Congress view with 
peculiar interest this important ne- 
gotiation with a nation so near to 
us, and whose system of govern* 
nient is so analogous to our own ; 
in short, a nation who must ever 
1)0 united to us by every sympathe- 
tic bond. 

The American Congress, which 
attracted tho attention of the 
xvorhl, assembled in the city of 
Panama, — its discussions pro- 
gressed happily — in September our 
memhers returned to lay before 
the house an account of it ; the 
sessions of this body arc to be con- 
tinued in the village of I'acubaya. 
There have already arrived two of 
tho ministers of Colombia and 
Giiatcmalu, one from the United 
States, and others daily expected. 

There has arrived at this capital 
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It. minister Plenipotentiary and 
Knvoy Extraordinary from the 
United States of CtMilral Aiiifjric.a, 
to rcf^ulate and adjust the litnits of 
•the two countri(is, and to n(‘i;f)ti- 
alo and settle various intert^sting 
points, — (yliili and Colombia iiave 
iikwise sent tlieir respective a- 
gents ; in short, all the re])ublics 
of this sphere arc on tertns of 
amity and friendship, which L trust 
no unforeseen accident will ever 
interrupt. VVe turn our eves from 
these plca<4ing scenes to the 
miserable and abject condition of 
Spain, smdv as tlmt ccnintiy is in 
the lowest abyss oflinriian niiscrVj 
she wishes to gain adviuiiages in 
a country which she has for ever 
lost by her tyranny. 

They have reinforced considera- 
bly tlieir murine in the island of 
Cuba and anginonled their garri- 
son ; their tlin;ats arc now well 
understood. ^Idio sfjiiadron of 
Lahorde was in the middle of last 
year crui/ang on the coast of Co- 
lombia, and a short time since 
two frigates were olf the bar of 
Tampico. This squadron was 

dispersed by a sloriii in the West 
Indies, and it is piuluihle much 
time will elapse helbrc they are in 
a fit state for further operations. 

'I'hc disturbances in the provin- 
ces of Guatemala call with an ini- 
perions voice on the patriotism of 
every lover of his country to sacri- 
fice his private passions to the 
public good. 

You nfust, gemllemcn, together, 
at a time when all our Ibreign re- 
lations arc in a peculiary flourish- 
ing situation, be jndicioAs and cir- 
cumspect with respect to the 
rights of other nations, and let 
sound and republican .sentiments 
govern you yi all your movements. 


The state of the finance is flatter- 
ing — the public revenue is double 
that of '2;3 ; the extraordinary ex- 
penses then incurred have been 
much iliminished in the present 
year ’27, the republic is provided 
with an effective marine, the ar- 
my well clothed and fed, and our 
warehouses filled with every ne- 
cessary of life : the receipts from 
the customs have much augniented 
in the poits of Vera Cruz ; Tarn- 
pica de Taiiniilijias, and Kefugio 
in the north have confrihuted hand- 
.‘<«im*ly. 'Die trade from India 
and fiiiayaqiill to the ports of San 
Bias and Alasathan in the Pacific 
have brought co'n&ideiablo re- 
venue. The n‘gulutions of the 
custom houses and their various 
appurtenances have received the 
approbation of the houses. 

1 would recommend you taking ’ 
some decided steps in regard to 
the tftnjf, that the speculations of 
the riiercliant may he ‘fbimdqd on 
a lair and unehangcable basis. 

A number of old outstanding 
debts which have been decided in 
favour of the uiiliuii, lliL* legal 

.steps arc now taking to recover. 

The public credit, both with re- 
spect to Ibreign nations and to 
those in the employ of the govern- 
ment, has been regularly and 
strictly ohsiM ved. 

The houses were informed of 
the state of the funds in London, 
on the lUtli October last ; the 
agency of this republic is now in 
the hands of the opulent house of 
Baring, Brothers Co. 

'Die cxceuiive have viewed 
wItUdeep feeling the general com- 
iiiM'cial distresses in lMiroi)e the 
past year ; and very sensibly those 
in the c*ty of J^ondun, so much so, 
that houses of the greatest opu- 
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lence and wealth, have been obli- 
ged to suspend their payments. 
Indeed a calamity has been pre- 
sented without example. The 
house in which the funds of this 
government were deposited, was 
reduced to this unfortunate situa- 
tion : and in consequence a num- 
ber of bills of exchange drawn by 
the minister of Hacienda have 
been returned protested. For 
those which have been returned 
for non pajjment, provision has 
been made, and for those for non 
acceptance if not paid at matuwty 
the like will be done. The prompt- 
ness with which these claims have 
been met, has added new strength 
to this government, whose credit 
now stands higher in Europe than 
any of the southern republics. 

In the department of finances, 
gentlemen, I do not find one 
branch which has not been admi- 
rably conducted. Of this flatter- 
ing state of things the oflicer of 
that department will not be slow in 
in giving you inGontcstiblo proofs. 
The friends of tlm republic nuist 
observe with pleasure that the 
mines generally are making hand- 
some remuneration for past toil 
and labour. 

The executive are impressed 
with the honour which will rc- 
^oTRirra fFTe'nation, from the es- 
tablishment o^nmnsemn of anti~ 
quities The attention of the natu- 
ralist and philosopher is called to 
this subject. 

That great specific which has 
saved so many from the dreadful 


ravages of the small pox, has 
been propagated through the 
union, and has been especially 
useful in the epidemic which pre- 
vailed in the province of Yucatan. 
The improvements made in the 
roads have been eminently useful 
to commerce and agriculture — 
they arc still progressing. 

The academy for the instruction 
of marine olliccrs will in time pro- 
duce effective men for that depart- 
ment. 

P^very day it appears more ne- 
cessary for the pur])ose of good 
order, to fill various stations of 
dignity in the church which have 
been vacated, and it is but our du- 
ty to recompense those who by 
their doclrines, their blood, and 
their glorious example, contribu- 
ted in so eminent a degree to 
bring about, and firmly establish 
the liberties of this country. The 
effective marine are now cruizing 
along the coast for the protection 
of the trade ; and the prevention 
of contraband. The squadron of 
Vera (/’riiz has gone to sea with 
particular instructions from the 
government. 

In all this vast country wc ob- 
serve order and tranquillity. If in 
the period of eleetions some heat 
is observed, it is the same in all 
free, countries, and is one of those 
rights consecrated by the law. 

Citizens, God protect you! In 
all debates let your first object be 
the good of your country. 

(iU/VDAETJl^E VU:T0RIA, 

PmH, of the II. States of Mexico. 
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TREATY OF COMMERCE BETWEEN FRANCE AND MEXICO. 


. The following document, under 
.the title of Declarations, is a 
Treaty of Commerce between 
Mexico and Ffhncc. 

Declarations. 

1. There shall be between 
France and the United Mexican 
States,, friendship, good under- 
standing, and reciprocal freedom 
of commerce. Their respective ci- 
tizens shall bo free to enter with 
their vessels, and their cargoes, in- 
to every port, every river, and eve- 
ry place, whither strangers arc ad- 
mitted, there to sojourn or re- 
main at any point whatever, to hire 
and occupy houses and ware- 
houses for the purposes of busi- 
ness, and in general tiie merchants 
of each state shall enjoy on the 
territory of the other, complete 
protection, liberty, and security. 
The reciprocal right which this 
article grants of entering into 
ports, rivers, or other places in the 
two countries, does not compre- 
hend the privilege of internal 
or coasting trade, which, in each 
of the two, may be subjected to 
special regulations. 

2. The citizens of Mexico 
shall enjoy, in the difierent pos- 
se'ssions belonging to France, not 
in Europe, both in respect of com- 
merce and navigation, all the ad- 
vantages granted to other foreign- 
ers ; and * reciprocally the mer- 
chants and navigators of France, 
doming from the said possessions, 
shall enjoy in Mexico, irrthe same 
respect, all the advantages granted 
to merchants or navigators coming 
from any other country. * 

3. / There jhall not be imposed. 


at the entry into the ports of 
France of the produce of the soil 
or of the industry of Mexico — 
neither shall there be imposed, at 
the entry into the ports of Mexico 
of the produce of the soil or of the 
industry of France, any higher or 
other duties than those that arc or 
should be paid by analogous pro- 
duce of the most favoured foreign 
nation. The same principle shall 
ba observed in respect of exporta- 
tion no prohibition shall be im- 
posed at tne going out or coming 
in of the produce df the soil or of 
the industry of the two countries 
in their respective commerce, 
Avhich does not equally extend to 
the analogous produce of other 
countries. It is understood, that 
the first regulation in this article 
shall not be applicable to the modi- 
fications of its tarilT of importation 
which France may think suitable 
to make in favour of the produce 
of Uayti, in return for privileges 
specially reserved to it in Uayti 
by the Ordonnance of 17th of 
April, 1825. All produce ex- 
ported from either of the two 
countries to the other must be ac- 
companied by a certificate of its 
origin, delivered aniJ* sig'ueu-^by * 
the competent officers of the 
Customs in the port of embarka- 
tion. The certificates of each 
vessel shall be numbered progres- 
sively, and joined, by the seal of 
the Cugtom-house, to the mani- 
festo. This last document shall 
be vicw'ed by the respective Cou- 
sulsy and the whtfle must be pre- 
sented to the Custom-house of 
the port of entry. In ports of em- 
barkation where there are no Con- 
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guls, certificates of the Custom- 
house, always numbered progres- 
sively, and joined to the manifest, 
will be held suilicicnt to prove the 
origin ; and in such as have neither 
Consuls nor Custom-house, certi- 
ficates of origin shall be delivered 
and signed, always in the same 
forms, by the local authorities. 

4. The duties of tonnage, 
lights, port dues, pilotage, salvage, 
and other local charges, will be, in 
the ports of Mexico, the same ex- 
actly for French vessels as those 
paid, in the same port, by the 
vessels of the most favoured na- 
tion. They will also, in all the 
ports of Francf!, for Mexican ves- 
sels, be exactly the same as those 
charged, in the same port, for the 
vessels of the most favoured na- 
tion. It is manifest that the same 
treatment as the most favoured 
nation, which is secured to Mexi- 
can vessels in France by this Ar- 
ticle, does not signify, in any case, 
the .treatment of citizens enjoyed 
by certain people, but solely in vir- 
tue of the principle of reciprocity, . 
it being always understood, that, 
so soOn as Mexico shall see fit 
to grant to the French commerce, 
in its ports, the same treatment as 
enjoyed ^by its own citizens, the 
commerce of Mexico shall imme- 
diately enjew in France the same 

"^privilegS. ^ 

5. The produce of the soil, or 
of the industry of France, shall 
pay the same duties on being im- 
ported into Mexico, whether im- 
ported in French vessels, or in 
Mexican vessels. The produce 
of the soil, or of the industry of 
Mexico, shall pay the same chities 
on importation Into France, whe- 
ther Imported in Mexican vessels, or 
French vessels. The produce of the 
soil, or of the industry of France, 


shall pay on their exportation the 
same duties, and enjoy the same 
exemptions and allowances, whe- 
ther the exportation be made by 
French, or by Mexican vessels. 
The produce of the soil, or of the 
industry of Mexico, exported for 
France, shall pay the same duties, 
enjoy the same exemptions and 
allowances, whether the exporta- 
tion be made by Mexican vessels, 
or French. It is agreed, however, 
that by temporary abandonment of 
the principle laid down in this Ar- 
ticle, and according to which, the 
respective fiags ought to enjoy the 
treatment of citizens in the two 
countries, in the diflerent opera- 
tions indicated, those fiags shall 
only enjoy, provisionally in the 
same operations, the treatment of 
the most favoured nation. It is, 
besides, understood, as in the pre- 
ceding article, that the treatment 
of the most favoured nation, which 
is granted to the Mexicans in 
France, by this provisional regu- 
lation, shall not be held to signify 
the treatment as citizens, which 
certain people enjoy, but solely in 
virtue of the principle of recipro- 
city. 

6. To avoid all misunderstand- 
ing both with respect to the con- 
ditions whicii ore to constitute re- 
spectively a French vessel and a 
Mexican vessel, it is agreed, that 
all vessels built in France, and all 
those captured from the enemies of 
that country, whether by the mili- 
tary marine of the State, or; by 
French subjects entrusted with 
letters of marque by the Govern- 
ment, and which shall be declar- 
ed lawful prizes by the competent 
authorities; and finally, all such 
as shall be condemned by the trU 
bUnals for infraction of the laws 
against the slave toade, shall be 
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considered as French, provided, in 
addition, that the owner or own- 
ers, the captain, and three fourths 
of the crews are French ; and, in 
the same way, all vessels built in 
Mexico, or captured from the ene- 
my by Mexican armaments and le- 
gally condemned, and whose own- 
er or owners, captain, and three- 
fourths of the crews, are Mexi- 
cans (with the exceptions only re- 
sulting from extreme cases, and 
especially provided fur by the 
laws,) arc to be considered as 
Mexican vessels. It is, moreover, 
agreed, that every vessel, in order 
to traffic on the conditions above 
laid down, must be provided with 
a register, passport, or paper of 
security, whose form shall be re- 
ciprocally communicated ; and 
which, being certified by a person 
lawfully authorized to deliver it, 
shall state the name, the occupa- 
tion, and residence, in France or 
Mexico, of the proprietory ; ex- 
pressing whether there is one or 
more proprietors, indicating, if 
they are sole, or in what propor- 
tion, each of them hold the pro- 
perty ; the name, dimensions, ca- 
pacity, and, in a word, all the par- 
ticulars of the vessel, which may 
serve to make her recognized, as 
well as to prove her country. See- 
ing at the same time, that, in the 
actual state of the marine of Mexi- 
co, it would not be possible for 
that country to profit by all the ad- 
vantages of reciprocity established 
by Articles 4 and 5, if strict re- 
gard werh paid to the literal mean- 
ing and immediate execution of 
'that part of this present Article 6, 
which imports that to be consider- 
ed as Mexican, a ship must be 
built in Mexico, it is provisionally 
agreed on, that every vessef of 
what build soever, which 6ona fdt 


belongs to one or more Mexicans, 
and whose Captains and three- 
fourths of her crew, at least, are 
natives of Mexico, shall be reputed 
a Mexican vessel: France reserv- 
ing to herself the right of claiming 
the principle of reciprocal restrict* 
tion relative to the building in the 
respective countries, if the interests 
of its navigation should happen to 
suffer from the exception made to 
that principle in favour of Mexico. 

7. Every merchant, every com- 
mander of a vessel, as well as all 
other Frenchmen, shall, in the 
IVfexkan States, be entirely /ree to 
manage the business of themselves, 
or to confide the, management of 
it to whom they please, whether 
factor, agent, or interpreter. They 
shall in nowise be compelled to 
employ for that purpose any other 
persons than those employed by 
Mexicans, or to pay them any sa- 
lary or any compensation higher 
than the latter shall pay in similar 
circumstances. They shall, be 
equally at liberty, in respect of 
all their purchases, as of their 
sales, to establish and fix the price 
of effects, merchandise, and* other 
matters, whether imported or des- 
tined for exportation, as they may 
see fit, acting always in conformi- 
ty with the laws and customs of 
the country. Mexicans shall en- 
joy in France the sdffie (Privileges' 
under the same conditions. The na- 
tives of each of the two countries 
shall enjoy, in the territory of the 
other, a constant and complete pro- 
tection of their persons and proper- 
ty ; thqy shall have free and facile 
access to Courts of Justice for the 
vindication or defence of their 
rights, and shalt be at liberty to 
employ advocates, attorneys, or 
agents hf any class they think fit ; 
in fine, they shall enjoy, in this re- 
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gpecr, the same rights and privi- 
leges as are granted to citizens. 

8. With respect to the right of 
inheriting persona] property by 
will or otherwise, and that of dis- 
posing of personal property of 
every kind and denomination, by 
sale, giA, exchange, will, or any 
other way whatever ; and, finally, 
in all that relates to the adminis- 
tration of justice, the natives of 
each of the two countries shall en- 
joy respectively, in the other, the 
same privileges, liberty, and rights, 
as citizens, and they shall not pay 
any higher duties or imposts riian 
they do. 

9* In all thpt relates to the 
police of the ports, the loading and 
unloading of vessels, the security 
of merchandise, goods and effects, 
the natives of the two countries 
shall be respectively subjected to 
the laws and statutes of the terri- 
tory where they reside. They 
shall however he exempt from all 
com(Vjlsory military service cither 
by land or by sea, nor shall they 
be subject to forced loans. Their 
property shall not besides be sub- 
jected to any other charges, requi- 
sitions, or imposts than those paid 
by citizens. 

10. Consuls of each of the two 
countries may be established in 
the other, for the protection of 

‘‘^omraerCb ; But those agents shall 
not enter on their functions until 
aAer having received the authori- 
ty of the territorial government. 
The latter shall preserve besides 
the right of determining the place 
where it may think fit to admit 
them, it being understood that on 
this point the two Governments 
shall oppose no restriction that js 
not common in tiieir respective 
territories in all nations. . 

11. The respective Consuls 


shall enjoy in the two countrigs- 
the privileges generally attached 
to their charge, such as exemption 
from quartering of soldiers^ and 
from all direct taxes, whether per- 
sonal, moveable, or sumptuary, 
unless they be subje«jts of the coun- 
try, or have become proprietors 
there, either as possessors of goods 
moveable or fixed, or finally have 
engaged in business, in all which 
cases they shall be subject to the 
same taxes, charges, and {imposts 
as other individuals. These agents 
shall enjoy, moreover, all the other 
privileges, exemptions, and immu- 
nities that are granted in their 
place of residence to agents of the 
same rank of the most favoured 
nation. 

12. The respective Consuls shall, 
on the decease of any of their 
fellow citizens — 1. cross with their 
seals those placed either officially 
or at the request of parties intrust- 
ed by the competent local authori- 
ties on the moveable effects and 
papers of the deceased ; and these 
.duplicate seals shall not be broken 
but by concert with ail the par- 
ties — 2. attend the inventory made 
of the deceased’s effects aAer the 
seals are broken — S. finally claim 
the transmission of the effects leA, 
which shall not be refused unless in 
case of opposition from any exist- 
ing creditor, national or foreign, 
administer and manage personally^ 
or name under their own respon- 
sibility, an agent to administer and 
manage the said effects leA with- ' 
out the intervention of any terri- 
torial authority. 

13. Unless in case of stipula- 
tions to the contrary between the 
owners, freighters and insurers, the 
averages for damages which the 
vessels of the two countries shall 
sustain at sea, while in progress to 
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their respective ports, shall be re- 
gulated by the Consuls of their 
nation, unless always the citizens 
of the country where the Consul is 
resident are interested in these 
averages, for they must be regu- 
lated in that ease, at least, so far 
as the citizens are concerned, by 
local authority. 

14. All operations relating to 
the salvage of French vessels 
wrecked on the coast of Mexico, 
shall be regulated by the French 
Consuls, and reciprocally the 
Mexican Consuls shall direct the 
operations relating to the salvage 
of vessels of tlieir nation, on the 
coast of F ranee. The interposi- 
tion of the local authorities shall, 
however, be used in each coun- 
try in order to maintain order to 
guarantee the interests of the par- 
ties, if they are strangers to the 
crew shipwrecked, and to ensure 
the execution of the regulations 
for the entry and export of the 
merchandise saved. 

15. The respective Consuls 
shall be exclusively charged with 
the internal police of the vessels 
of their nation, and the local au- 
thorities shall not interpose there- 
in, in virtue of Article 9, which re- 
serves to them the police of the 
ports only, in so far as the disor- 
ders that take place may be of a 
nature to trouble tiie public peace, 
either by land, or on board of 
other vessels. 


16. The respective Consuls 
shall cause to be arrested, and con- 
veyed, either on board or to their 
own country, sailors that desert 
any vessels of their nation. For 
this purpose, they shall address, in 
w'riting, the competent local au- 
thorities, and shall justify their in- 
terference by the exhibition of the 
registers of the vessel, or of the 
list of the crew, that the men they 
claim formed part of the said 
crew, and upon such a demand, so 
supported, the delivery of the par- 
ties shall not be refused. More- 
ovei) all help and assistance' shall 
be given* them in searching for, 
seizing, and arresting the said de- 
serters, who shall be detained, and 
guarded in the prison of the coun- 
try, on the requisition, and at the 
expense, of the Consuls, until those 
agents have found an occasion of , 
getting them conveyed away. If, 
however, such an opportunity do 
not occur within thcee months, 
counting from the day of their ar- 
rest, the deserters shall be set at li- 
berty ; nor shall they be a sdCond 
time arrested for the same cause. 

17. The archives, and in gene- 
ral all the papers of the othce of 
the respective Consulates, shall be 
inviolate; and, under no pretext 
shall they be seized nor inspected 
by any local aiithoritj. 


COLOMBIA. 

MESSAGE OP THE VICE-PRESIDENT TO CONGRESS, JAN. 2,1827. 

Fellow-citizeus of the Senate end that I should now have the pain- 
Chamber of Representatives, ^ ful duty of referring to wounds 

T was far from thinking, when I which thO internal events of tho 
addressed nny last message to you, Republic opened in our hearts. 
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order and progress with 
which Colombia was advancing 
in her political career, when the 
last ordinary session of the Con- 

grcns commenced, annouriCGci to 
the people days of consolation and 
tranquillity, and impressed mo with 
the agreeable idea of terminating 
the period'of my administration, 
by leaving the Republic complete- 
ly tranquil under the guarantee of 
its institutions, its external rela- 
tions established, the sources of 
national prosperity opened, the 
funds and the administration o.^ 
justice improved, education in- 
creasing, public credit consolida- 
ted, the magazines of war supplied, 
a competent maritime force equip- 
ped, and what is more, the Spanish 
Government disposed to concede 
to us peace ; but Providence, 
which mocks the projects of man, 
to teach us to know our weakness, 
has permitted that the most me- 
lanchqly anJ calamitous events 
should serve as a trial of our con- 
stancy and love of liberty. I pro- 
ceed to exhibit to you this picture 
with thb correctness and impar- 
tiality which my character and 
your representative duties de- 
mand ; not to afflict you and dis- 
hearten you through youraffliction, 
Jbut that, knowing the evil, you 
Thay bo able* to apply a duo re- 
medy. What ought to inspire 
you with confidence in attempting 
this, is, on the one hand, the firm- 
ness and efficacious co-operation 
of the Executive Power, and, on 
the other, the progress which 
various branches of the public ad- 
ministration have made, in spite 
of those agitations which were 
calculated to impede them. 

Endeavours to bring about 
peace between Spain and the 


American Slates were continuing 
to be made with the Cabinet of 
Madrid, by those Powers who, 
consulting their own interests, re- 
cognise our right to independence, 
when the event of Valencia, of 
the 3(Jth of April! took place. 
The executive had succeeded in 
inducing the roost respectable 
Governments to interest them- 
selves in this object, and the prin- 
cipal argument on which they 
founded the claim to peace was 
the internal order and stability of 
our institutions. Unfortunately, 
this basis has lost all its force, and 
the negotiations have been sus- 
pended. The Government of His 
Catholic Majesty, re-inspired with 
the hopes of conquest, or at least 
of invasion, which had long seem- 
ed dead, when the commotion of 
Venezuela resounded in its ears, 
conceived the idea of involving us 
in a civil war : but the Executive, 
without withholding from the re- 
storation of constitutional order 
all the attention which its duty im- 
posed, took care to prepare the 
means of external defence as far 
as circumstances would permit, 
and relied tranquilly on the national 
spirit and the well known valour of 
the army. The carrying into effect 
the hostile views of the enemy’s 
Government, is now less probable, 
since its domestic affairs absorb all 
its attention — since it has lost the 
fortified posts of Ullon, Callao, and 
Chiloe — and since the forces which 
it assembled in the island of Cuba 
are reduced. However, iii any event 
the Colombians well know how to 
defend and preserve their indepen- 
dence, with the same glory with 
which they acquired it. 

efur relations of friendship 
with all the States of America, 
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far from having sustained any di- 
minution, are acquiring that aug- 
mentation on which their welfare 
and felicity depend. The great 
American Assembly contributed 
efficaciously to perfect the alliauce 
of the Republic with some, and to 
define clearly our political and 
commercial connexions with oth- 
ers. This Assembly met at Pa- 
nama on the 22d of June, and was 
attended by the Representatives 
of Central America, Peru, the 
United Mexican States, and Co- 
lombia, and laid open the great 
volume of the destiny of America. 
The American Congress occupied 
but a few days in its first session, 
but its labours are of immense im- 
portance. Tho Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs will soon pre- 
sent to you tho treaty of union, 
league, and confederation, be- 
tween the States that assembled, 
to which the rest of South Ame- 
rica may unite itself— the conven- 
tion which fixes the contingent 
which each confederated State 
is to furnish for the common de- 
fence — and the agreement with 
respect to the mode of employing 
and directing the contingents thus 
furnished — the convention which 
regulates the aunual meeting of 
the Assembly in time of war — 
and different declarations founded 
*on the treaties which Colombia 
had entered upon, and concluded 
with the Governments of the 
• States represented at the Con- 
gress at Panama. The assembly 
transferred its sittings to Tacuba- 
ya, in the United Mexican States, 
to which the executive j-eadily gave 
its consent, desirous to respond to 
this mark of confidence and 
friendship, and to the proofs 6f in- 
terest and^ fraternity, which the 


federal government of that repub- 
lic had exhibited towards us. At 
Tacubaya there assembled, in ad- 
dition, the Representatives of Rio 
de la Plata, of the new Republic 
of Bolivia, of the Emperor of 
Brazil, and tho Ministers of the 
United States of North America, 
whose philanthropic Government 
having accepted the invitation 
which we made to it, took a cor- 
responding interest in this impor- 
tant object. Probably, Great Bri- 
tain and the Netherlands will, on 
.{I future occasion, send their Com- 
missioners, invested with the 
same powers as those that went 
to Panama. The Provisional 
Government of Peru has passed 
an Act, recognizing the Republic 
of Bolivia, but the province of 
Rio de la Plata appears to have 
refused to pass a similar one. The* 
executive of Colombia has been 
pained at this circumstance, and 
it trusts ill the prudence and wis- 
dom of the Magistrates, in whoso 
charge are the destinies o( both 
States, that they will hearken 
solely to the common intecest, the 
national wish, and the necessity 
of peace. The Government of 
the United Provinces of Central 
America has received the Pleni- 
potentiary of the Republic, with 
tho ordinary formalities, and, as, 
among other instructions, he was 
charged with the duty of ex- 
changing the ratifications of the 
treaty of union, league, and per- 
petual confederation, concluded in 
that capital on the 15th of March, 
1S25, he has performed that duty, 
notwithstanding the variations 
made by the Gtivernmcnt of Cen- 
tral America, in one of the arti- 
cles, Impeded the punctual ob- 
servance of the treaty. The 
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President of the United States of 
Rio de la Plata, has also received 
the Charge d’AfTaircs of the Re- 
public, with the forms which prac- 
tice and custom require. At the 
same time, the executive takes no 
official notice of the nature and 
state of the question that has 
arisen between that Government 
and the Emperor of Brazil. The 
Governor of Colombia has been 
extremely afflicted at the contem- 
plation of the Argentine soil being 
again stained with blood, in con- 
sequence of the war declared by 
the Cabinet of Janeiro, and tncy 
have taken the most lively inte- 
rest in what has* happened to the 
Republic, with a view to the ces- 
sation of hostilities, and the 
peaceable settlement of existing 
differencos. The mission of 
'Colonel Palacios to his Majesty 
the Emperor of Brazil, in quality 
of Minister Extraordinary, is one 
of the steps' which the executive 
has taken, with a view to peace, 
and as a proof at the same time of 
our inclination to maintain the ' 
beat harmony and friendship with 
Brazil. 

The treaty of friendship, com- 
merce, and navigation, was ratifi- 
ed in London on the 7th of No- 
vember, 1825, without any altera- 
tion ; and, since then, care has 
been taken that the conditions 
should be fulfilled with the great- 
est fidelity, such conduct being 
the source of confidence between 
Governments and nations. In ful- 
filment of the treaty concludejl with 
the United States of North Ame- 
rica, 1 have despatched a decree, 
giving to the citizens of the said 
States equal commercial privileges 
and exemptions as those granted 
by the Republic to the subjects of 


His Britannic Majesty, f fear 
that the state of agitation which 
the events of Venezuela produced 
may have given occasion to the 
violation of somo articles of these 
and of other existing treaties. The 
Executive, ho-wever, as yet knows 
nothing of this ; but 1 can assert, 
that, imprest with the purest good 
faith and the most lively desire for 
the welfare of the allied, 'friendly, 
and neutral nations, no effort will 
be neglected for repairing any vio- 
lation. 

The Government of Ilis Most 
Christian Majesty has appointed, 
through tho medium of a subaltern 
authority, a superior commercial 
agent to superintend the interests 
of France in the Republic. The 
Executive is well aware that the 
forms observed in this appoint- 
ment are not those recognised by 
the law of nations ; and had it not 
been for that circumstance, the 
Government of Colombia would 
havo issued its exequatur, and 
would have been happy to enter 
into a communication with a per- 
son of such distinguished qualities 
as M. Martigny. Nevertheless, 
the GDvernment being desirous of 
proving to France and to His 
Most Christian Majesty, its anxie- 
ty to establish and maintain rela- 
tions of peace and friendship, has 
permitted the agent to superin- 
tend French commerce in the 
terms, and according to the man- 
ner in which, under similar cirr 
cumstances, permission was for- 
merly given to English and Dutch 
commercial agents. The Execu- 
tive, therefore, confidently hopes 
that the French Government, far 
from delaying the recognition of 
the Sovereignty of Colombia, will 
avail itself of every ^ favourable 
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opportunity for securing the pro- 
gress of the industry of its people, 
by entering into relations with the 
.Republic. The Colombian flag 
now waves in the ports of France, 
in consequcnctf of the regulations 
made by the Government of that 
country. 

I must particularly mention 
the negotiation, by virtue of which 
we have seen independence se- 
cured to a neighbouring island, 
for which it had combatted with 
glory and right. Hayti has re- 
ceived peace from Charles X., 
and received it with joy, because it 
was the commencement of renew- 
ed friendship with its Mother 
Country. The Government of 
Colombia has participated in the 
pleasure that has fallen to them, 
and, besides being gratified in its 
desire of seeing all people enjoy- 
ing rational liberty, it feels pecu- 
liar gratitude for what Hayti has 
accomplished. The relations 
which we* have endeavoured, with 
so much anxiety, to establish with 
the Apostolic See, have not suc- 
ceeded. The Minister of the Re- 
public returned from Florence to 
Rome, but does not appear to have 
bettered his situation. By this 
time, his letters of leave have 
been delivered, conformably to 
the last regulations decreed by the 
Libertador President. 

1 have already hinted to the 
Congress, that the political cora- 
mbtion of Valencia, in this depart- 
ment of Venezuela, damped the 
progress of the Constitutional sys- 
tem, under the shade of.whioh the 
Republic enjoyed tranquillity until 
that ominous day. You know 
that the Chamber of RepreseAta- 
tives received with interest the 
complaints of the local* authorities 


of Caracas, against certain abuses, 
which the Commandant-General, 
Jose Antonio Paez, had committed, 
in execution of the decree for en- 
listing militia ; that the Executive 
had, a year before, warned him 
to execute that decree with discre- 
tion and prudence, avoiding to 
give any ground for offence or any 
commotion, which might render 
it necessary to resort to arms, or 
to inflict serious punishments. 
Whether the Chamber see fit to 
jt^slify the abuses of which the 
munfcipality of Caracas complain, 
or whether an exalted zeal for the 
preservation of tlm guarantees of 
citizens, oblige it to take such 
steps as are calculated to check 
abuses of a similar kind, one thing 
is certain, that it was resolved to 
accuse the General-Commandant 
before the Senate, and having, 
in fact, passed the accusation, 
the Senate found it convenient to 
admit it. This accusation w^ich, 
much as it might offend the ,sclf- 
lovo of the accused, and which 
might be charged as springing 
from levity or from excitation, in- 
spired some of the people with the 
strongest hopes of stability and 
order, but produced, in certain 
towns, disorder and disunion. 

The decree of the- Senate, and 
of the Executive Power, despatch- 
ed in fulfilment of article 100 of 
the Constitution, were disobeyed. 
Gen. Paez was not only retained 
in his command by a resolution of 
the municipality of Valencia, but 
that ot* Caracas invested him with 
a superior authority unknown to 
ouf political system. This pro- 
ceeding gave origin to many 
others, All j^ostile to the union pro- 
claimed by the fundamental law ; 
and, on Nov. 7, a popular ns- 
24 
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sembly in Caracas decreed the 
independence of that country. 

The department of Venezuela, 
the province of Apuro, a canton 
of Barinas, and, more recently, 
Margarita, adhered to the decrees 
of Valencia, through the medium 
of their municipalities ; and, in 
fact, separated themselves from 
the sway of the National Govern- 
ment. The executive had suffi- 
cient reasons for believing that 
neither the wishes of the Vene- 
zuelan people, nor those of the 
whole of the army, had concur- 
red in spontaneously approving 
the above-mentioned Acts, and 
this was declared by the decree 
of the 8th July, and in the Mani- 
festo published by my orders. 
This opinion has been confirmed 
by the event of the battalion of 
Apure, and all its officers, and 
that of Puerto-Cabello, both of 
which renounced obedience to 
General Paez. The conviction 
that the people of Venezuela 
were not guilty — the horror with 
which they contemplated a war 
between Colombians — the ap- 
proaching arrival of the Liber- 
tador — and the hope that the pow- 
er of opinion would restore order, 
joined to other considerations of 
jiot less weight, made me think it 
advisable to labour at producing 
that effect, which you will find set 
forth in the documents which will 
be laid before you, taking for my 
guide the Constitutioo, and for my 
support the national opinion. 
That alone, doubtless wouU have 
been sufficient to smother diseprd, 
and re-establish the empire of the 
law, if spirits, enemies of peaces 
timid, weak, or ambitious — had 
not introduced popular Juntas, and 
if the authorities had displayed 


that firmness which was due to 
the honour and welfare of tho 
country. In Maracaibo a popular 
meeting, which is permitted by no 
law, demanded the convocation 
of the Grand Convention before 
the period determined by article 
191 of our code, and other muni- 
cipalities of the province adhered 
to that demand. In Guayaquil, 
Quito, and Cuenca, the juntas de- 
liberated with the same feelings, 
but, a few days after, those same 
popular juntas proclaimed the 
Dictatorship, and the Bolivian 
Code, trampling, by that measure, 
on our own Constitution. Car- 
thagena, Panama, and l^Iaracaibo 
again assembled their popular 
Meetings, and declared the ne- 
cessity of investing the Libertador 
with unlimited power. Cumaua 
and Barcelona, in like manner, 
solicited, by similar mcetingn, 
the acceleration of tho national 
convention, and thus finished tho 
picture of the commotions, errors, 
and infractions of the law that 
had been begun in Valencia. 
And the whole of this was passing 
at the moment that the Spaniards 
were hovering off our coasts on 
the side of the Atlantic with a con- 
siderable squadron — when in 
Madrid, the friendly powers were 
endeavouring to prevail on the 
Spanish Government to grant 
peace to America — when public 
credit was threatened with the 
most utter ruin — when .the very 
earth was shaken, and afflicting 
the inhabitants of the interior. I. 
leave it to your judgment what 
must in this situaton have been 
tbe anxiety of the Executive at 
finding itself involved in such se- 
rious difficulties, and surrounded 
by so many obstacles in its eq« 
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deaVouts to preservo the internal 
order of the Republic under the 
QSgis of the Constitution. Fortu- 
^nately, the cause of liberty and of 
. law was not abandoned in the dis- 
sident provinces, nor even in the 
very cities whieh had issued illegal 
proclamations, and the Executive 
authority found support wherever 
there was a judicious Colombian 
and true patriot. What words 
are capable of sufficiently ap- 
plauding the fidelity, firmness, and 
attachment to the political laws, 
of the people and the authorities 
of the provinces of Bogota, AntL 
oquia, Neyva, Mariquita, Tunja, 
Socorro, Pamplona, Casanara, 
Guayana, Mompos, Merida, Po- 
payan, Buenaventura, Paste, Cho- 
cos, and Barinas — or the exem- 
plary conduct of General Bermu- 
dez, the prudence of Generals Ur- 
daneta and Guerrero, and other 
illustrious chiefs, who do honour 
to the Liberating Army of Colom- 
bia 1 The Executive Power can- 
not suffibiently describe what is 
due to those provinces, and their 
civil and military authorities, by 
the country. History and pos- 
terity will do them justice. In 
the mean time, 1 recommend them 
to the representatives of the nation 
in the most earnest manner. 

In the midst of this deluge of 
calamities, in which the fidelity of 
the before-mentioned provinces 
saved the ark of our rights, the 
Irjs of salvation, the Libertador, 
Pfesident of the Republic, ap- 
peared, for whose presence all 
‘called — the innocent and the 
guilty, the just and the unjust. 
The Libertador closed the wounds 
of Guayaquil on the 12th of Sep- 
tember, and in his passage to this 
capital, ordered the re-establish- 


ment of the legal government, 
which had been subverted in the 
departments of the South, reject- 
ing, with a horror worthy of the 
first citizen of Colombia, the Dic- 
tatorship, which, without power 
or right, certain popular juntas 
had conferred on him. On the 
14th of November he •arrived in 
this city, and departed on the 
25th, having executed, in the 
course of the only two days du- 
ring which he would exercise the 
Government, various economical 
regulations, and the decree of the 
23d hf November, which J ven- 
ture to dall immortal, because, 
having therein declared that he 
took upon himself the exercise of 
extraordinary powers, which, on 
account of cases like the present, 
are permitted by article 128 of 
the Constitution; that he was de- 
sirous of preserving our political 
code, until the nation should, by 
legitimate means, reform itself; 
and that the laws were to rdbiain 
in their former vigour in every 
thing in which the exercise of 
those extraordinary powerj were 
not requisite, 1 think that the na- 
tional honour and glory of General 
Bolivar arc saved. 

Tou must allow me to decline 
entering into an examination of 
the causes of the oommotion in 
Venezuela, and the other political 
disturbances which have afflicted 
us. Their authors mention seve- 
ral, and have not failed to attribute 
many of them to me. You, who 
join to a correct and sound judg- 
ment a knowledge of the good 
an(k evil experienced by our con- 
stituents, can enter into an exami- 
nation of thorn, and apply some 
remedy, capable not only of as- 
suaging the anguish at present 
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suflbred by the body politic, but 
of guarding against any return of 
similar misfortunes. 1, joining in 
the views of the Libertador Presi- 
dent, take the liberty to request 
three things of the Representa- 
tives of Colombia for the public 
good : — that the Congress should 
not deceive itself, and conceive 
that the desires expressed by 
some few men, actuated by dis- 
content or fear, are the freely ex- 
pressed general desires of the peo- 
ple ; secondly, that the Congress 
look with an eye of pardon and in- 
dulgence upon those who vhavo 
gone astray; and, lastly, that it 
frame clear, decisive, and just 
laws, to prevent, for the future, 
the occurrence of events so fatal 
as the present. With respect to 
myself, I entreat — and I do it as 
earnestly as 1 should beg for life-*- 
that the Congress will bo pleased 
to take into consideration the ac- 
cusations which the discontented 
havo<brought against the Execu- 
tive Power ; to . examine them 
with impartiality ; and to let all 
the rigour of the law fall upon me. 
For my wilful faults, in which 
malice and perversity may have 
had part, I neither ask nor seek 
indulgence. Should the Congress 
overlook political sins committed 
by the first authorities of the na- 
tion, it would be as culpable as 
those who trample under foot the 
social compact. In opposition to 
this mournful picture, 1 may place 
the progress which has been made 
ill the education of youth, the 
means for which are to ho still 
further spread, according to the 
organic law, and, the plan of pub- 
lic instruction, confided by a spe- 
cial decree to the Executive pow- 
er. The primary schools, on the 


Laricasterian plan, have been in- 
creased — the colleges and schools 
have been improved — and the 
central University of Bogota, 
with the National Academy, have 
lately come into operation. The 
administration of justice may have 
been improved, by the incorpora- 
tion of the authority of the greater 
District Judges in the Cortes of 
the Departments, as, by suits be- 
ing more quickly concluded, the 
costs are diminished, and a great 
watch kept up over the tribunals 
charged with the administration 
of the laws in different districts ; 
hut the internal disorders of the 
Republic, which have extended 
their malignant influence over 
every thing, have occasioned the 
suppression of the Cortes of 
Guayaquil and Zulia. The same 
cause has produced fear and 
dread in those who contracted 
to colonize the uncultivated 
lands; so that, although almost 
the whole million fanegadas of 
land appointed by Congress have 
been distributed, 1 have been 
obliged to resume them, in 
conformity with the contracts. 
The reduction and civilization 
of the Aborigines has been re- 
tarded, as they are objects which 
would lead to great expenditure 
of time and money ; the latter of 
which, the national finances can- 
not at present spare ; and for the 
former, one year is not suflicient 
to gather the fruits of many years 
perseverance. The province of 
Pasto is completely tranquillized, 
and its inhabitants, after prompt*' 
ly and willjugly seconding the ac- 
tive efforts of its Governor, now 
dedicate themselves to repair, by 
indestry, the calamities of war. 
The penury of the national finan- 
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ces has continued to harass the 
Government in an unspeakable dc> 
grec. The moral force of the 
^ laws, and of the government, be- 
ing relaxed, and all those relating 
to taxes being hated, the Treasu- 
ry receives nO money, whilst the 
Executive receive daily demands 
from the army, from creditors, 
and from the whole Administra- 
tion. The hopes that were form- 
ed that the new system of finance, 
adopted at the last Congress, 
would have augmented the pro- 
duce of the revenue, at least till it 
equalled the public expcnccs, liavo 
been wrecked in the political 
storms of which I have informed 
you. As soon as a city conceives 
itself justihed in rising and declar- 
ing that the constitution, the laws, 
or the administration, arc preju- 
dicial to the common good, every 
tax-payer sees the opportunity of 
strengthening the inclination ho 
has to infringe the laws which re- 
gulate the public revenue. You, 
yourselves, will sec and examine 
the provisional regulations (which 
have been made in virtue of the 
powers given by the 128th article 
of the Code,) the documents re- 
lating to which will bo presented 
to you. To urge Congress upon 
the attention and preference which 
ought to be given to the National 
Finance, is to repeat a truth suffi- 
^ciently notorious, the experience 
of which has already cost us much. 
•Money, as you have heard from 
ahotherwithority, is to the body 
politic what blood is to the natural 
* body ; without it the State cannot 
exist, and to form a National Trea- 
sury, it is necessary that the citi- 
zens should contribute a part of 
their means. The directioh of 
public credit has been opportunely 


placed, but whilst the law which 
founds the foreign and domestic 
debt, as well as the continual zeal 
of the Committee in the discharge 
of their duties, have imparted 
buoyancy to the national spirit, 
and created hopes in our creditors, 
the commotions which the politi- 
cal system has undergone, have 
impeded the operation of the law, 
and it has not had that exact ob- 
servance which it would have had 
in peaceful times, under the sway 
of the Constitution. Thus it is, 
lliat not having been able to satis- 
fy the interest of the foreign debt 
due in July and November last 
year, the |)ublic efedit, has suifered 
a decline of very great extent. 
The revenue from the Post-office 
and the Mint, has increased, and 
promises further considerable im- 
provement, which is much owing’ 
to the intelligence, zeal, and ac- 
tivity of their directors. I have 
ordered all the docuntents and pa- 
pers to be collected relative to the 
loan of 1824, which will shew the 
manifest utility of that transaction 
— the amount remitted to 4he Re- 
public — its distribution — and the 
application of the funds reserved 
in London, according to the con- 
tract — in order that the general 
account may be made out in the 
clearest and most inlelligible man- 
ner, and that it may be presented 
to you for the information of the 
nation. Notwithstanding the de- 
clarations and decrees published 
by the last Congress, ignorance 
and ncrvcrsily have joined to an- 
noy the Government, on account 
of this transaction. The ignorant 
tlynk, that aftet having, for more 
than two years, employed the 
funds derived from the loan, in 
various heavy expenses, which 
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hare been printed, and of which 
the Congress is cognizant, that 
the Treasury is still full of money, 
which may be continually with- 
drawn to defray the national ex- 
penditure, and thus avoid the im- 
position of taxes. The perverse, 
turning their eyes from tho ac- 
counts presented to the public, and 
from the laws which have appro- 
priated to different services the 
proceeds of that loan, invent 
charges and raise doubts, which 
they continually repeat, always 
casting blame on the Government 
It is necessary that the Cong/ess 
should take this into its serious con- 
sideration, and, ' by its delibera- 
tions, it may, in some measure, 
restrain tho excess of the passion 
for calumniating the Government, 
which is now more than ever heat- 
ed by the commotions in Vene- 
zuela. Peru has not been able 
to satisfy any part of the debt it has 
contracted with us ; but if the per- 
formance corresponds to the pro- 
mises made by the Government of 
that country relative to this affair,' 
1 trust that the payments made 
will cover the interests of the fo- 
reign debt for two years, and that 
the Colombian people will receive 
that relief from the money which 
still remains due, on account of 
the loan of twenty millions of dol- 
lars, and which the failure of the 
house of Goldschmidt has hitherto 
prevented us receiving. Tho state 
of peace in the interior, with re- 
gard to the common enemy, has 
not required any military opera- 
tions ; thus it is that the army had 
no other occupation than guard- 
ing the frontier departments, and 
concluding the pacification of 
Fasto. Ready to defend Ihe in- 
dependence of the country, with 


the heroism which fifteen years of 
war has witnessed, the Govern- 
ment and the Republic have rest- 
ed in security, amidst the hostile 
preparations with which the ene- 
my’s Government menaced them. 
In the internal disturbances, a 
great part of the army has obeyed 
the law, which prohibits it being 
a deliberative body — has showed 
itself a worthy defender of the uir 
tional liberties and the Constitu- 
tion — has supported the measures 
of Government, and reanimated 
the hopes and confidence of the 
citizens. This conduct will for 
ever preserve the honour and glo- 
ry of the liberating army of Co- 
lombia, without a stain. A body 
of Colombian troops remains in 
Peru ; the rest of tho army has 
passed into Bolivia, by virtue of a 
decree of the last Congress. Both 
bodies act with the honour and 
discipline so fitting in a republican 
army. I request, for the fourth 
time, that the Congress will pass 
a law, settling the mode in which 
invalid soldiers should be allowed 
to retire from the service, the 
pension they shall enjoy, and the 
other privileges to which, in strict 
justice, they are entitled. In like 
manner, I request them to pass a 
law, appointing some relief to the 
families of those who may have 
died, or who may die, fighting, 
or in any manner losing life for 
their country. The naval force 
is receiving such increase as the* 
state of our public finances will 
allow, in order to enable it to put 
to sea, and join the Mexican 
squadron, and act in conjunction 
with it, agreeably to the Conven- 
tion agreed upon between this 
Government and that of the Mexi- 
can Republic. Our efforts were 
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Urdy in equipping the squadron 
assembled at Carthagena, for it 
was neither possible quickly to 
collect the crews, or provide the 
pecuniary means necessary fur 
that purpose ;» but, at length, we 
shall enjoy the interesting object 
proposed by the Convention to 
which I have alluded. To the in- 
terruption which these prepara- 
tions have suffered by the above- 
mentioned causes, as well as by a 
failure in the fulfllment of a con- 
tract made for transport vessels, 
ought to be added, the resolution 
adopted by the Libertador Presi- 
dent, in his decree of the 24th 
November, which will likewise be 
laid before you for your considera- 
tion. The education of youth In the 
nautical schools continues to receive 
every possible attention ; the Di- 
rectors and Masters have well ful- 
filled their duty, and not dis- 
appointed the confidence of the 
Government and the public. This, 
Senorcs,. is the state of the Ad- 
ministration in the calamitous year 
of 1 S2(). The Secretaries of State 
will unfold, in their respective 
memorials, the objects of their ne- 
gotiations in such a way, as to give 
the Congress all the information 
which is to be acquired only by ex- 
perience in the practice of Gov- 
ernment. 

This would be the place to pre- 
.sent you with a parallel of the Re- 
public of Colombia, in the year 
1821, when I took charge of the 
Administration, and in 1826, when 
my functions terminate: and it 
would seem the more necessary, as 
you are about to commence yours 
in the midst of profound allliction, 
at observing the state of agitation 
in which we are involved, and 
perhaps prejudiced at the accusa- 
tions brougiit against me by the 


discontented. But I leave to sound 
and impartial public opinion, the 
strict examination of the good and 
evil that 1 may, of my free will, 
have caused the nation, during the 
five years and three months that I 
have occupied the post [ am about 
to resign. It is publicly known that 
1 was culled to the Government 
without any wish of my own, and 
when my inexperience was known 
to all. My constant attention to 
the difficult duties of my office 
have been seen. It is equally well 
known, that, instead of taking di- 
rection alid command, all that 1 
did was to execute* the fundamental 
laws enjoined by the constitution — 
that L have not only filled the of- 
fice of executor of the law, but 
frequently that of legislator by 
delegation of Congress — that I 
have been constantly obedient to 
the written will of the people, have 
never swerved from liie Republi- 
can principles, and have used,* with 
prudence, the extraordinary pow- 
ers confided to me — in one word, 
Colombia must acknowledge that 
no citizen has feared the power 
placed in my hands, for none have 
1 deprived of his liberty or proper- 
ty, and the Republic has enjoyed 
its full freedom. 1 cannot express 
all the bitter feelings of my heart 
at seeing Colombia divided, and 
falling from the eminent station 
which she had taken in the moral 
and political world. My blood 
would be too small a sacrifice to 
see it again in the same flourishing 
state to which it had reached be- 
fore April 30. You, who have 
the power of legislating, and the 
opinion of your constituents, are 
called upon to wipe away the tears 
of your country, to heal its wounds, 
to re-establish national concord, 
and to preserve the honour, glory. 
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and reputation of the Repuldic. 
Without that, and the confidence 
that you will eflicaciously co-ope- 
rate with the Libcrtadur Presi- 
sident, in objects so interesting, 
our grief would have no end, and 
the name of Colombia, which has 
been our best title to the estima- 
tion and admiration of the civiliz- 
ed world, would become a memo- 
rial of our shame and degradation. 
With respect to myself, I have no- 
thing to regret, but that 1 did not 
separate myself from the Admin- 
istration in the last Session of Con- 
gress, as I had intended to (io, 
and that I concurred with the Le- 
gislative Body, in burthen ing the 
nation with the debt of twenty 
millions of dollars incurred by the 
last loan, to which we have been 
‘ driven by circumstances, so impe- 
rious and urgent, that it was im- 
possible to be avoided. But I be- 
lieve 1 have done nothing which 
can dishonour me in the eyes of 
an impartial world. If I had 
found the Republic, in 1821, free 
from the common enemy, and 
now left it occupied in part, or en- 
tirely, by him — if I had found it, 
after the establishment of the Con- 
stitution, and the spread of love 
and respect for the laws, and left 
it in anarchy, without more law 
than the caprice of the magistrates 
might choose to administer — if 1 
had found it full of schools and col- 
leges, and fully enliglitened. and left 
it plunged in ignorance, with every 
establishment of learning destroy- 
ed — if 1 had found it regenerated, 
and free from vulgar prejudices, 
and left it in the most abased state 
of blindness and torpor — if I had 
found it fully peopled, traversed 
by excellent roads, w^h steam- 
boats and charitable establish- 


ments, and left it depopulated, 
without roads, and in a state of 
nature — if 1 had found it recog- 
nized by ail the nations, or at least 
by some of them, and left it with- 
out foreign relation's, and treated 
as a rebel country — if I had found 
it allied with the other American 
States, and left it at war with them 
— if all those States had been inde- 
pendent from the year 1821, so 
as to render it unnecessary to 
extend a friendly and generous 
hand to them, and now I left some 
of them sighing in slavery by the 
fault of my government — if the 
public revenue had been perfectly 
organized, and had always pro- 
duced suHicient to defray the pub- 
lic expenses, and now 1 found it 
ruined by my interference — if, in- 
stead of the foreign and domestic 
debt created by eleven years of 
war, which I received instead of a 
Treasury, I had found the Repub- 
lic without obligations of any sort, 
and now left it compromised and 
overwhelmed with the weight of 
an immense debt, wasting in de- 
cay, and by inequitable enter- 
prises — then, and then only, I 
should have to seek an asylum, 
wherein to hide my shame, and 
my heart would fail me in im- 
ploring the pardon of my fellow 
citizens. But, thanks to the Pro- 
vidence which has watched over 
the destinies of Colombia, the Re- 
public in 1826 differs much from 
what it was in 1821, and, withonC 
attributing to myself the merit of 
that difference, I may console my- 
self with the rcfleclion that in fill- 
ing the first post in Colombia, 1 
have not been an obstacle to the 
accomplishment of so much good. 
This consolation — the having 
avoided a civil war in the present 
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disturbed stale of the country, and 
the honour of having been the first 
to tvhotn the Representatives of 
the Colombian people confided the 
difficult task of establishing the 
Constitution — (twice associating 
me with Bolwar in the supreme 
magistracy) — will, at all times, en- 
title me to public estimation, even 
had I performed no services to 
my countrymen, during the sixteen 
years of our glorious regeneration. 

(Signed) 

FRANCISCO DB PAULA SANTANDER. 
Bogota, January 2d, 1827. 

MESSAGE OF THE VICE-PRKHIDENT 
.SANTANDER TO THE GENERAL 
CONGRESS OP COLOMDIA. 
Fellow-Citizens of the Senate and 

Chamber of Represcnlalivr?, 

' -The fifth session of the Con- 
gress of the Republic was to have 
been opened on the second day of 
January, of this present year, and 
on that same day 1 was to have 
ceased my functions as Vice-Presi- 
dent of Colombia : the law had re- 
gulated the one and the other. For 
that reason 1 had prepared and 
printed the ordinary Message of 
the Executive Power previous to 
the 2d of J anuary. Y cry peculiar 
circumstances, which did not come 
within the sphere of iny control, 
interfered to prevent the assem- 
bling of the legislative body with 
the weight of all good patriots, 
until now, when, fortunately, the 
•nation is worthily and constitu- 
tionally Represented in this Con- 
gress. 

Groat and important arc the ob- 
jects which you have \p investi- 
gate ; great and well-founded are 
the hopes of our constituents and 
those of the Government. • 

In the Message of the 2d Jan. 


] communicated information re- 
specting the stale of the Republic 
in all its branches. 1 have now to 
inform you of tlic events that have 
occurred since that time. 

My continuance in the exercise 
of the Government, has depended 
on two cauises — first, bccau.«ie the 
Libertador, the President, thought 
it expedient in the agitated state of 
the Republic, to suspend the law 
which fixed the cessation of the 
functions of President and Vice- 
President, to twelve o’clock of 
the second day of January, in tho 
last^earof tho Constitutional pe- 
riod ; and' my heart counselled mo 
not to oppose, under circumstan- 
ces of so much difficulty, the ar- 
rangements of the Libertador; 
and secondly, because my con- 
tiuuanco was the least illegal act 
that 1 could commit during the 
past crisis, after (he doubts that 
bad been admitted by the Liber- 
tador, respecting the 'duration of 
his authority. The documents 
respecting this transaction wiy be 
submitted to Congress. 

My first care on this occasion* 
has been to watch over the public 
traiupiillity, to support the power 
of the laws, to assist in the mea- 
sures adopted by tho Libertador 
for the re-establislimcnt of that or- 
der which has been deranged in 
some of the towns of the North, 
and to provide for tho assembling 
of the present (.’engross. The 
extraordinary powers with which I 
was invested have been so spa- 
ringly exercised that I am well as- 
sured the tremendous authority I 
hclddias scarcely been felt in Co- 
loipbia. Our rela4ions with foreign 
powers have continued to extend. 
A Consul-jGreoeral and a Vice- 
Consul have been duly nominated 
25 
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by the King of the Netherlands, 
who are to reside in this capital, 
and a Consul for the city of Gua- 
yra. The Executive has expedit- 
ed the corresponding exequaturf 
and will pro6t by this conjunction, 
to establish, on a footing of the 
most pv\re friendship, the relations 
of Colombia with the King of the 
Netherlands. 

The pei-son appointed by the or- 
der of the Government of France 
to serve as superior Agent for 
French Commerce, has lately re- 
ceived the title of Inspector of 
Commerce in Bogota and its de- 
pendencies, being that given him 
by the Miniatoi* for Foreign Af- 
fairs : but the Executive finding 
new difficulties in sending him his 
exequaturf has suspended it until 
tlie connexion between the Gov- 
ernment of Colombia and his Most 
Christian Majesty can be dedned 
with clearness, and according to 
the public rights. 

lire Kings of Denmark, Prus- 
sia,, and Bavaria, have shown an 
interest in opening relations with 
the Republic, and establishing 
them permanently, for the good 
of the respective countries. The 
executive have met this interest in 
the most favourable manner, with- 
out, however, compromising the 
national dignity, or departing from 
the rules which have been adopted 
with respect to the nations with 
whom we have entered into public 
treaties. 

The Libertador Pesident pro- 
claims in a decree, promulgated at 
MaraicabOfthat his duty binds him 
to employ the armed force, to bring 
under the obedience of the Natipn- 
al Government, the towns which 
have separated thems/slv^s from 
it, and, in fact, ail his measures 


actively join to bring about so 
laudable a result. From Boyaca, 
Maraicabo, and Carthngena, auxil- 
iaries of nil kinds went forth. 
General Urdnneta directed his 
course to the west of Venezuela, 
and tho Libertador' President his, 
to tho town{ of Pucrto-Cahello, 
which was already separated from 
tho refractory party. The towns 
hastened to proclaim their obe- 
dience to the Libertador Presi- 
dent ; and the dissentient authori- 
ties of Venezuela laid down their 
arms and submitted with tho rest. 

These successes will be made 
more particularly known to tho 
Congress, by the documents which 
will he laid before it, as soon as 
ready. In them will be seen tho 
loyalty of the districts of Mnntc- 
cal, Guaduulito, and other towns 
of the province of Apurc, at the 
lieiid of wliich the faithful and 
brave Colonel Inchazu placed 
himself; it will also be seen, 
that tho influence of the Liberta- 
dor President, with the ‘mildness 
and indulgence with which he ac- 
companied all his acts, quenched 
the flames of civil war, re-estab- 
lished the divine sway of the laws, 
and brought peace to Colombia. 

The Congress will be well able 
(o appreciate tho immense bles- 
sings of domestic peace, under 
the protection of which it can dis- 
cuss the interests of the nation, 
and listen to its remonstrances. 
Instead of the disasters, lamenUi'- 
tion, and tears, which the civil 
wars had caused, nothing is now to 
be seen but sincere desires to heal 
tho wounds of our country, and to 
attend to its true happiness. The 
evil seemed inevitable ; in Cuma- 
na, the precious blood of Colom- 
bians had already flowed; ihe 
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fratricide cannon thundered in 
Porto Cabello ; a disastrous con- 
flict was preparing in A pure be- 
• tween the very soldiers who had 
. overcome the Spanish army — ^lia- 
tred, revenge, and division, threat- 
ened to involve the Republic in 
ruin and desolation. But with 
the experience which tlie people 
already had of the evils they suf- 
fered, at the voice of the Liberta- 
dor, at .the presence of his troops, 
on hearing his promises, order 
succeeded to confusion, hope to 
despair, confldence to fear, reason 
to passion, and peace to war. 
Such is the state of the Northern 
Departments, according to the 
most recent communications re- 
ceived from the Secretary* Gene- 
ral of the Libertador. 

' 1 press upon the Congress the 
necessity of revising the organic 
law relating to Schools. The 
censures to which they have been 
subject are notorious, and the 
Executive desires that you may 
examine the suhjcct in the coun- 
cils of your wisdom, in order that 
public education may be spread 
throughout the vast extent of Co- 
lombia, and that there may not be 
a Colombian who may not enjoy 
its benefits. The plan of public 
instruction decreed by the Gov- 
ernment, being merely provisional, 
it's reform and amelioration depend 
<on the reforms which may be 
made in the law, and upon the 
lights which experience may fur- 
nish. Iris satisfactory to me to 
communicate to the Congress, 
‘that the produce of the public reve- 
nue in the last economic year, 
from the 1st July, 1825, to 30th 
June, 1826, has been greater than 
that of the preceding year ; &nd 
that the estimate of the expenses 


for the present year, is so inferior 
to the past, that it will not nearly 
equal the revenue. But it is easy 
to conceive all the malignant in- 
fluence that the disturbed political 
state of the country, which we so 
much lament, must have had on 
the national resources. Freed 
from that, and considering the 
above-mentioned state of the reve- 
nue, it is indubittible that the in- 
crease of income, and the reduc- 
tion of our expenses, would have 
been so cpnsiderable that, in the 
Old, wc should not only have 
balanced our expenses aAd re- 
ceipts, but should have assured 
public credit, aitd consolidated 
the floating debt, without loading 
the people with taxes, which in 
preceding years, have borne too 
heavy on them. 1 recommend 
this matter to your careful con- 
sideration, assuring you that there 
now exists such disorder and con- 
fii.sion in the national ihianccs that 
it is impossible to provide for the 
expenses of the AdiuinistrtUion 
and the obligations of the Repub- 
lic. The Finance Minister will 
lay before you the last measure 
adopted by the Executive to pay 
the interest of the foreign debt, 
which it was not possible tor us to 
do last year, and which object has 
been to the Government a cause 
of great pain and anxiety. 

Nothing has happened with re- 
spect to the army, except the 
movement of the auxiliary division 
of Peru, which took place in Lima 
the26^h of January. The division 
on that day deprived the oflicers, 
whom the Libertador had appointed 
with the full authority of Govern- 
ment, of the command. The act- 
ing autltbrities of that division have 
solemnly renewed their former 
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oaths of submission and obedience 
to our constitutional laws, a re- 
newal which .gives as.surancc of 
the fidelity of those authorities, 
and which the division could not 
have given, had it not first of all 
separated itself from its chiefs. 
The Congress will see in the docu- 
ments which will be laid before it 
by the Secretary of War, the pru- 
dence with which tiie Executive 
has acted in this delicate affair, 
and the critical situation of those 
authorities. The subject will bo 
separately considered on anoth\Kr 
occasion. 

The co-operation of Govern- 
ment in the execution of the de- 
terminations of Congress, as far 
as they conduce to public good, is 
an obligation on its part, whose 
fulfilment you may ex[)ect in all 
circumstances. Tiio nation has 
shown its coniidenco in you, and 
you have deserved it, and in that 
confidence it has a[)poiutcd you 
to legislate for its dearest interests. 


Make yourselves worthy of it 
under the blessings of the lilierai 
world. Consecrate yourselves 
with zeal and firmness, to the ra- 
dical cure of our political wounds. 
Your honour and that of Colombia 
— ^your fortunes an'cl those of the 
people you represent — your fate 
and that of your country, a coun- 
try worthy of all our sacrifices, 
depend upon your voices. 

Your determination is the death 
or lifo of (Colombia. Europe and 
America contemplate you, and 
posterity wails with justice to exe- 
crate or bless your memory. For 
myself, First Ucprcscntativc of 
the Republic of Colombia, its First 
Alagistratc in the actual exercise 
of Governmeui, an old soldier of 
liberty and fiutliful subject of the 
laws, 1 cannot nor will not barter 
the glory of my country and its in- 
stitutions for ruin and anarchy. 

F. I)E PAULO SANTANDEIl. 

Bogota, 12lli May, 1827. 


BOLIVIA. 

ADDRESS OP GENERAL BOLIVAR TO THE CONSTITUENT CONGRESS OP 
BOLIVIA, ACCOMPANYING THE PLAN OP A CONSTITUTION FOR TUB 


GOVERNMENT OP THAT STATE. 
Legislators ! 

On presenting you with the plan 
of a constitution for Bolivia, 1 feel 
myself overwliehncd with confu- 
sion and timidity, from a persua- 
sion of my unfitness for the task. 
When 1 reflect that the wisdom of 
ages is not sufficient to d'raw up 
one fundamental law which is.per- 
fect, and that thf most enlighten- 
ed legislator is the immediate cause 
of human misery, and a mockery, 
as it were, of his divine mission, 
what am I to say of the soldier 


who, born amongst slaves and 
buried in the deserts of iiis coun- 
try, has seen nothing but captives 
in chains, and brctiiteii with arms 
in their hands to break them ? | a 
legislator ! Your mistake and my 
engagement dispute the prefer- 
ence: 1 cannot say who suffers 
most in tfiis dreadful alternative — 
you, from the evils you must ap- 
prehend from the laws you have 
asked of me ; or I, from the dis- 
grace to which your confidence 
Gondemns me. 
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I have made every effort to ex- 
plain to you my opinions on the 
manner of governing free men ac- 
cording to the principles adopted 
amongst civilizetl nations, although 
the lessons of experience only pre- 
sent long sertes of disasters, in- 
terrupted by occasional gleams of 
good fortune. What guid(\s are 
we to follow through the gloom of 
such sorrowful examples ? 

Legislators, your duties call up- 
on you to resist the shocks of two 
powerful enemies which arc con- 
stantly contending with each other, 
and both will attack you at once ; 
tyranny and anarchy form an im- 
mense ocean of oppression, which 
surrounds a small island of liberty, 
perpetually struggling agaiust the 
violence of the wav<’s and hurri- 
C'Mies incessantly threateuing to 
bury lier in the deeji. This is the 
sea in which your frail hark has to 
navigate, and whose pilot is so in- 
experienced. 

The plan of a constitution for 
Bolivia is divided into four politi- 
cal powers ; one more having been 
added, without complicating the 
principal division of each of the 
others. The electoral power has 
received attributions which were 
not given to it in other (lovcrn- 
ments, generally considered to be 
most liberal. These attributions 
.very much rcsemhle those of the 
Federal System. It lias appeared 
not only prudent and useful, but 
likewise easy, to give to the imme- 
diate representatives of the people, 
the privileges which would he most 
coveted by the citizens of each 
department, its provinces and can- 
tons. No object is df more im- 
portance to a citizen than the 
election of his legislators, magis- 
trates, judges, and pastors. The 
electoral cfllcges of every pro- 


vince represent its wants and In- 
terests ; and arc the organs of 
complaint for infraction of the 
laws, and for abuses of the ma- 
gistrates. 1 may venture to say, 
with some foundation, that this 
branch partakes of tlie rights en- 
joyed by the (lovcrnnient of the 
states of the Fefleral Sysiein. In 
this way a new weight has been 
placed ill the balance agaiust llie 
executive power ; and the Gov- 
ernment has acipiired fresh gua- 
rantees, more popularity, and ad- 
rjitionnl claims to rank among those 
wliitli are most distinguished for 
their denlocratic principles. 

Every t(‘n cilizeiis name an 
elector ; the nation is tliiis repre- 
sented by the tenth part of its 
citizens. Niuhing Is reijnired hut 
capacity, even |u-operty is not ne- 
cessary, to exercise the august • 
functions of sov«.‘relgnty ; but lie 
must know how to write his vote, 
sign his name, and read the laws, 
lie must profess some science or 
an art by which he can secure an 
honest livelihood. None arh ex- 
cluded hut those who are vicious, 
idle, and grossly ignorant.* Know- 
ledge and lionesty, not money, are 
what is required for the exercise 
of the rights of the people. 

The legislative Ihuly is so com- 
posed that it must necessarily har- 
monize amoinist its different parts : 
it will never be found divided for 
want of a judge to arbitrate, as 
frequently occurs where there are 
only two ehambers. There being 
here thri!P, the difference between 
two is decided by the third ; the 
question is examined by two con- 
tending parties, and another im- 
}xirtial one wluT decides it ; in this 
way no useful law is put aside, or 
at all *evmits it will have been dis- 
cussed once, twice, or three times 
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before It be rejected. In all af- 
fairs between two adverse parties 
a third is chosen to decide, and 
would it not be absurd not to 
adopt a measure, dictated by im- 
perious necessity, in the most im- 
portant interests of society ? The 
Chambers will thus preserve to- 
wards each other those considera- 
tions which are indispcnsible to 
the conservation of the union of 
the whole, who ought to deliberate 
in the silence of the passions in 
the calmness of wisdom. Modern 
congresses, it will be said, have 
been composed of only two bodies. 
It is because in England, which 
has been their model, the nobility 
and the people ought to be repre- 
sented in two chambers ; and if 
in North America they did the 
same, although they had not no- 
bility, it is probable that habits de- 
rived from their living under the 
British Government induced them 
to imitate it., Tiie fact is, that two 
deliberating bodies must be in a con- 
tinual state of contention ; on this 
account Sieys proposed that there 
should be only one strange absur- 
dity ! 

The first chamber is that of Tri- 
bunes ; they have the right of pro- 
posing all laws relative to finance, 
peace, and war. This body has 
immediate inspection over those 
branches administered by the ex- 
ecutive with least interference on 
the part of tiic legislature. 

The senators have the formation 
of the codes and ecclesiastical re- 
gulations; they watch over the 
administration of Justice and over 
public worship. The senate chooses 
the prefects, judges of districts, 
governors, correjfidores, and all 
other persons filling subordinate 
situations in the courts cf justice. 
It proposes to the chamber of cen- 


sors the members of the high court 
of archbishops, bishops, prebends, 
&c. Whatever has relation to re- 
ligion and the laws is under the 
superintendance of the senate. 

The censors exercise a political 
and moral authority, which has 
some resemblance to that of the 
Areopagus of Athens and of the 
Censors of Rome. They are, as 
it were, the fiscals of the nation 
against the Government, to watch 
over the religious observance of 
the constitution and public trea- 
ties. I have placed under their 
protection the national jury, which 
is to decide on the good or bad 
administration of the executive. 

The censors are the protectors 
of public morals, the sciences, the 
arts, jniblic instruction, and the 
press. The censors exercise the 
most terrible as well as the most 
august functions. They condemn 
to eternal opprobrium the usurpers 
of sovereignty and illustrious cri- 
minals. They grant public ho- 
nours to the services and virtues 
of illustrious citizens. The ap- 
preciation of glory has been con- 
fided to their hands ; the censors 
ought, therefore, to he of unsullied 
innocence and unspotted life. If 
they err, they shall be accused 
even for trifling faulls. To these 
priests of the laws have been con- 
fided the custody of our sacred 
tables ; for they it is who are to 
prevent their profanation. 

The President of the Republic^ 
in our constitution, becomes as the 
sun, which, immoveable in the cen- 
tre, gives life to the universe. 
This supreme authority should be 
perpetual, because in those forms 
of society where hereditary rank 
is unknown, a fixed point, around 
whic)i magistrates and citizens, 
men and things, should revolve, is 
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required more tlian in others* 

** Cive me a place to stand upon,” 
said one of the ancients, and 1 
will move the world.'* In Bolivia 
this point is the president for life. 
Upon him depends all the regu- 
larity of our fsystem, without on 
that account his possessing any 
active interference, lie has been 
deprived of his head that his in- 
tentions may not excite alarm, and 
his hands have been tied that he 
may injure no one. 

The President of Bolivia pos- 
sesses some of the powers given 
to the executive in the United 
States, but under restrictions fa- 
vourable to the people. His con- 
tinuance in power is the same as 
that of the President of Ilayti. I 
have taken for Bolivia the execu- 
tive of the most democratic re- 
public in the world. 

The island of llnyti (you will 
forgive me thus digressing from 
my subject) was in a continual 
state of disturbance ; after having 
tried an emperor, a king, a repub- 
lic, all known forms of govern- 
ment, and others beside, she was 
forced to have recourse to the 
illustrious Fetion for her salvation. 
They placed their confidence in 
him, and the destiny of Ilayti was 
no longer subject to vacillation. 
On Pctioii being chosen president 
for life, with power to choose his 
.successor, neither the death of this 
great man, nor the succession of 
<1w new president, have caused 
the leas^commotion in the state ; 
every thing has gone on under the 
‘distinguished Boyer with the tran- 
quillity of a legitimate monarchy ; 
— A triumphal proof that a presi- 
dent for life, with the power of 
naming his successor, is* the 
laost admirable feature in the re- 
p^iiblican system. 


The President of Roll via will be 
less dangerous than that of Ilayti, 
the mode of succession being 
more secure for the welfare of the 
state. Besides, the President of 
Bolivia is deprived of all influence : 
he neither appoints the magistra- 
cy, nor the judges, nor to ec- 
clesiastical oflices, howfever subor- 
dinate they may be. This depri- 
vation of power has never yet 
taken place in any well-constitu- 
ted Government ; it adds obsta- 
cle to obstacle in the way of the 
ivithority of a chief, who will al- 
wa)^ find the whole people under 
the influence of those who exer- 
cise the most important functions 
in society. The priesthood has 
the control over the consciences of 
the citizens, the judges over their 
property, their honour, and their 
life, and the magistracy over the ’ 
public acts of the nation. Being 
indebted to the people for their 
dignity, their glory, dnd tbejr for- 
tune, the President cannot hope 
to engage them in his ambitious 
designs. If to this consideration 
we add that which arises from the 
constant opposition a democratic 
Government meets with at every 
step of its administration, it np- 
pcar.s not unrcasoiiablo to suppose 
that the usurpation of the rights of 
the people is less likely to occur in 
this Govermnent than in any 
other. 

licgislators, henceforward liber- 
ty will be indestructible in Ameri- 
ca. Observe the uncultivated as- 
pect 0 / this continent, w hich alone 
expels the idea of a monarchical 
form of Government : its deserts 
iivvite us to independence. Hero 
there is no high nobility, no high 
church'd ignities. Our wealth was 
almost nothing, and at present it 
is even less. Although the church 
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possesses influence, it is far from 
aspiring to dominion, satisfled with 
its own preservation. Without 
this assistance, tyranny can never 
be permanent ; and if some am- 
bitious characters exert thein- 
seves to raise empires, the ex- 
ample of Dessalines, Christophe, 
and Iturbiue tells tltcin what awaits 
them. There is no power so diffi- 
cult to maintain as that of a new 
dynasty. Buonaparte, the con- 
queror of ail that opposed him, 
was not able to overturn this rule, 
stronger even than empires. Aqd 
if the great Napolean was nof able 
to hold up against the league of 
republicans andr aristrocrats, who 
could found monarchies in Ame- 
rica, on a soil illuminated with the 
brilliant flame of liberty, which 
consumes the materials of which 
those royal scaffolds arc to bo 
constructed ? No, legislators, do 
not fear pretenders of tlic Crown ; 
it would be on their heads like the 
fiworcl hanging over Dionysius. 
Tho.sc founders of modern (lyiias- 
ties, who are blind enough to con- 
struct thrones on the ruins of liber- 
ty, will raise tombs to their asiies, 
which will inform future genera- 
tions how they preferred their in- 
sane ambition to liberty and glory. 

The constitutional authority of 
the President of Bolivia is the 
most restricted of any that is 
known ; he only names llnjse em- 
ployed in tiic departments of fi- 
nance, of peace and war ; he com- 
mands the army. This is the ex- 
tent of his powers. 

The administration is entirely 
given to the Ministry, who arc 
responsible to the censors, and sqb- 
ject to the jealous vigilance of all 
the members of the Legislature, 
the magistrates, judges, and citi- 


zens. The Custom-house offi- 
cers jind the soldiery, the only 
agents of this Ministry, are not, in- 
deed, the most likely to engage 
popular favour on their side ; their 
influence, therefore, will be noth- 

ing- 

The Vice-President is the ma- 
gistrate most fettered by restraints 
that ever held command ; he obeys 
conjointly the Legislatqre and the 
Executive of a Republican Gov- 
ernment. From the former he 
receives laws ; from the latter or- 
ders ; and between these two bar- 
riers he has to proceed in a path 
beset with difficulties and sur- 
rounded by precipices. Notwith- 
standing tliesc inconveniences, to 
govern thus is preferable to abso- 
lute power. These constitutional 
barriers strengthen his political 
conscience, and afford him well- 
grounded hopes of meeting with 
a light to guide him among the 
rocks by which he is surrounded ; 
they act as a support against the 
assaults of our passions in concert 
with the self-interest of others. 

Ill the Government of the Uni- 
ted States it has been latterly the 
practice to choose the Prime 
Minister to succeed the President. 
Nothing is so judicious in a Re- 
public us this ; it has the advan- 
tage of placing at the head of the 
administration a person expe- 
rienced in the affairs of Govern- 
ment. \Vhcn he enters upon the 
exercise of his functions, he go^*x 
prepared, and carries v/itli him 
the breeze of popularity and a 
practical knowledge of business. 

1 have takfui advantage of this 
idea, and 1 have established it as 
a law. 

The President of the Republic 
ap[»oiots the Vice-President, that 
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be may govern the state, and suc- 
ceed him in the command. By 
this means the period of election.? 
is avoided, which is productive of 
that great scourge to republics — 
anarchy, the luxury of tyranny, and 
the most dreadful as well as most 
immediate danger, which threatens 
popular Governments. By this 
means also this dreadful crisis 
passes over in Republics the same 
as in fegitimate monarchies. 

The Vice-President must be a 
man of consummate integrity ; for 
if the first magistrate docs not 
select an upright citizen, he must 
fear him as his most dangerous 
enemy, and be in constant suspi- 
cion of his ambitious designs. 
The Vice-President must endea- 
vour to deserve by hi.s services that 
confidence which is necessary to 
enable him to carry into ctTcct the 
duties of his high oflicc, and to 
hope to obtain his great reward 
from the nation — the supreme 
command. The Legislative Body 
and the people will exact capacity 
and talents from this magistrate ; 
and will require his blind obe- 
dience to the laws of liberty. 

Hereditary succession is what 
principally tends to perpetuate mo- 
narchical institutions, and makes 
them 80 general throughout tho 
'World; how much more advan- 
^tageousistho order of succession 1 
have proposed for the Vicc-Presi- 
tfent I If the heirs of princes were 
Ahoseih for their merits, and not 
by chance ; and instead of remain- 
ing in inactivity and ignorance, 
they were placed at 4110 head of 
tho administration ; they would 
doubtless become more enlighten- 
ed moiiarchs, and would bb the 
delight of their subjects. Yes, 
legi 8 lators,*thoso moharchical in- 


stitutions which govern the w'orld, 
found their claims to approbation 
on the order of hereditary succes- 
sion, which makes them stable, and 
on union, which makes them 
strong. For this it is, that al- 
though a sovereign prince is a 
spoiled child, shut up ih his palace, 
educated by flattery, and a victim 
to his passions ; this prince, whom 
1 will venture to call the laughing- 
stock of mankind, governs a por- 
tion of his fellow-creatures, be- 
l^ause he preserves order in the state 
of Aiings,and subordinalien among 
his subjects by the immutability of 
his power and tlic steadiness of his 
policy, ('onsider, legislators, that 
these great advantages are united in 
a President for life and an heredi- 
tary Vice-President. 

Tho Judicial Power which } 
propose is most completely inde- 
pendent ; no where is it so much 
so. The people present the candi- 
dates, and the Legislature cliooscs 
those who arc to fill tho ^pat of 
justice. Unless tho judges de- 
rive their origin from the; people, 
it is impossible to preserve in all 
its purity this safeguard to the 
rights of individuals. These rights 
it is, Icgisl^ors, which constitute 
liberty, equality, security, all the 
guarantees of social life. The 
truly free constitution is written in 
the civil and criminal codes ; and 
the tyranny most to be dreaded is 
that exercised by the tribunals in 
the name of the laws. Gcneially 
the Executive is but the depositary 
of the common weal ; but the tri- 
bnnals arc the arbitrators of what 
\s our own, of*tho property of in- 
dividuals. The judicial power is 
the nlc^^urc of the prosperity or 
misery of the people ; and if there 
be liberty, if there bo justice in the 
26 
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Republic, it is distribuloil by it. 
The poVilica\ organizalion, provi- 
ded the civil be perfect, is some- 
times of little consequence ; let 
the laws be rcli{;iously fulfilled ; 
let them be as inexorable as fate. 

According to the opinions of the 
day, we of course have prohibi- 
ted the rack and extorted confes- 
sions ; we have also cut off the 
prolongation of law-suits in the 
intricate labyrinth of appeals. 

The territory of the Republic is 
by Prefects, Governors, Corregi- 
dores, of the Peace, anh 

Alcaldes. My limits have not al- 
lowed me to ent^r into a detail of 
their organization and of (he ex- 
tent to be given to iho jurisdic- 
tion of each ; it is, however, my 
duty to present to the Congress 
.some regulations concerning the 
government of the departments 
and provinces. Bear in mind, le- 
gislators, that nations are com- 
posed«of cities and cottages ; and 
that on, the welfare oftiiese de- 
pends the felicity of the State. 
You can never pay too much at- 
tention to the good government of 
the departments. This point is of 
the utmost importance in the sci- 
ence of legislation ; it is, notwith- 
standing, too much overlooked. 

The armed force has been di- 
vided into four parts — the troops of 
the line ; the navy ; the national 
militia ; and the military corps of 
Custom-house officers. The duty 
of the troops of the line is to de- 
fend the frontier. God forbid 
that they should turn their ' arms 
against their fellow-citizens ! 
national militia is sufficient to pre- 
serve internal tranquillity. Boli/ia 
does not possess an cx|ensive 
coast; a navy, thercfofe, would 
be useless; some day, notwith- 


standing, we may have both one 
and the other. A corps of Cus- 
tom-house officers, under military 
discipline, is in every respect pre- 
ferable to simple Custom-house 
officers ; this scrvic,c is more im- 
moral than superfluous; it is, 
therefore, the intenist of the Re- 
public to guard its frontiers with 
troops of the line, and with troops 
of Custom-house officers against 
the machinations of fraud. 

1 have proposed that the consti- 
tution of Ilulivia slioiild be re- 
formed at certain periods, accord- 
ing to the movements of the 
intellectual world. 'J'he steps to 
be followed in tho introduction of 
reforms have been laid down as I 
have thought most advisable. 

The responsibility of persons in 
public situations is laid down in 
the constitution of Bolivia in tho 
roost explicit terms. Without re- 
sponsibility, without restraint, the 
State becomes a chaos. I ven- 
ture to urge strongly the members 
of the liCgislature to pass tho 
strictest and most definite laws 
upon this important subject. Eve- 
ry one talks about responsibility, 
and there it. ends. There is no 
re.vponsihility, legislators : tho 
magiiit rates, judges, and public 
officers abuse their authority, be- 
cause the agents of the Govern- 
ment are not under rigorous re- 
straint, and the people, in tho 
mean time, are the victims. X 
would recommend the passing (tf 
a law which should direct every 
person employed under Govern- 
ment to give annually an account 
of his conduct. 

The most complete guarantees 
havq. been established ; civil liber- 
ty is tho only true liberty; tho 
rest are merely nominal, or have 
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but little inOiience on the condi- 
tion of the people. Personal se- 
curity, which is the object of man’s 
entering into society, and from 
which the others emanate, has 
been guanin^eed. With respect 
to that of property, it will depend 
upon the civil code, to the com- 
position of which you ought im- 
mediately to dedicate your talents, 
for the benefit of your fellow citi- 
zens.* I have preserved intact the 
law of laws, equality; without it, all 
our guarantees, all our rights arc 
null. To it we must sacrifice every 
thing. At its shrine I have immo- 
lated the inlainous laws of slavery. 

T.egislators! Slavery is an in- 
fraction of every law. The law 
which recognized it would he most 
sacrilegious. What right can bo 
alleged for its continuance? Look 
upon this crime in every point of 
view, and 1 am satisfied there is 
not one inhabitant of Bolivia so 
depraved as to pretend to justify 
this most scandalous violation of 
the dignity of man. One man to 
bo owned by another! A man to 
become property ! God’s image 
put to the yoke like a beast ! Tell 
me, where is to be found a de- 
fence of these usurpers of man ? 
Guinea cannot furnish it, for Af- 
rica, laid waste by fratricide, only 
.presents a field of crime. The 
remains of those African tribes 
“having been transplanted here, 
rJwhat power can sanction the right 
of prqperty over these victims! 
To transmit, to prolong, to eter- 
nalize this crime, mingled with 
torments, is an outrage revolting 
to oiir nature. To found a right 
to possession upon the most sav- 
age delinquency, could never bo 
imagined without overturning 
.every element of justice, without 


the most determined perversion of 
every idea of our duties. No one 
can destroy the sacred doctrine of 
equality: and can slavery exist 
where equality is proclaimed ? 
Su^i contradictions would be ta- 
ken as evidence of our want of 
sense, rather than of justice ; we 
should be considered more as 
madmen than as robbers. 

If there did not exist a God, 
the protector of innocence and 
liberty, I would prefer the condi- 
tion of the lion, ranging uneon- 
^rojlcd the desert and the forest, 
to that of a captive at tlTo mercy 
of a mean tyrant, who, an accom- 
plice of his crimes, will provoke 
the anger of Heaven : but no ; 
God has destined man for free- 
dom; he protects him, that he 
may exercise the heavenly gift of 
free will. 

PROCLAMATtON. 

Simon Bolivar, Liberaior^of Co- 
lombia and Peru — Consider- 
ing : 

I. That it is my duty to return 
to Colombia when she recalls me ; 

II. And that I am authorized, 

by the decree of the Sovereign 
Congress of Peru, of the lOlh 
February, 1825, to invest whom- 
soever 1 would, with the supreme 
command, in my absence ; 

1 hereby order and proclaim : 

I. That llie Grand Marshal 
Don Andres Santa-Cruz and the 
Secretaries of State, succeed me 
for the time, in the full and su- 
preme magistracies of the Re- 
public ; 

II. That the Vice Presidency 
bf the Executive Council, when it 
becoipes necessary, shall be held 
by one^if the members of the 
Council; chosen by lot ; 
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III. That tlie Pn’sklt'iit uf the 
Council shall appoint Secretaries 
at War and of the Navy. 

IV. That the Executive Coun- 

cil shall convoke the Legislature, 
to meet in the month of Septem- 
ber of the next year ; • 

V. And that the Secretary Ge- 
neral shall make these orders and 
this proclamation known, to whom 
it may concern. 

Head Quarters, Lima, Sept. I*-!, 1826. 

SIMON BOLIVAR. 
For His Excellency, the l.iherntor, 

JOES GABRIEL PEREZ. , 
Secretary Gcneralf 

Peruviana ! 

Colombia calls, and T obey. I 
now feel how much I love you; 
for I cannot tear myself away, 
without the deepest sorrow. 

‘ 1 had conceived the bold design 
of being your benefactor : — but it 
is I that am loaded with the ho- 
nourable burthen of your munifi- 
cence, hiy public services vanish, 
before the monuments they have^ 
earned from the generosity of Pc-’ 
ru; and even the recollection of 
tliem will be lost in your unbound- 
ed gratitude. — You have surpass- 
ed me. 

I do not all depart ; for I leave 
you my love, in the President and 
executive council, fit depositories 
of the Supreme authority ; 1 leave 
you my confidence, in the magis- 
trates that govern you ; 1 leave 
you my political opinions, in the 
constitutions which I have offer- 
ed ; and 1 leave you your inde- 
pendence, in the heroes of Ay^cu- 
cho. The legislature will, next 
year, render fiermanent, hy the 
wisdom of their acts, all the bless- 
ings of liberty. There is but one 
danger which you have to h;ar : and 
J provide the remedy. — Continue 


to dread and shun the tremendous 
evils of anarchy ; and you are se- 
cure ! 

Peruvians ! — You have a thou- 
sand claims to my heart ; I leave 
it with you for ever. Your hap- 
piness, and misfortunes shall al- 
ways be mine : there shalLbc but 
one destiny for us both. 

BOLIVAR. 

Lima, Sept. 3il, 1826. 

DECRBB OP THE EXECUTIVE 
POWER. 

Simon Bolivar^ Liberator Presi- 
(lent of Colombia^ 

Taking into consideration, 1st. 
The slate of agitation in which 
the Republic now finds iUself, in 
consequence of the transactions in 
Venezuela, and that it is divided 
in opinion with regard to the po- 
litical administration ; and alarm- 
ed at the prospect of a civil war, 
and an invasion from abroad by 
the common enemy. 2d. That 
there arc well founded reasons for 
apprehending that the Spanish 
Government intends to renew hos- 
tilities with the forces which it is 
assembling in the island of Cuba. 
3d, That the majority of the De- 
partments have declared it as their 
opinion that the President of the 
Refiublic should be invested with 
.such extraordinary powers as may 
be indispensibly necessary to re- 
establish that national integrity, 
and preserve Colombia from civil' 
and foreign war ; and, 4th. Thai^ 
the Executive Power has already 
declared itself to be within the case 
of article 128 of the Constitution, 
and has therefore opportunely 
convoked the Congress ; and de- 
siring on the one hand to corres- 
pond to the confidence of the peoi- 
pie, and on the other to preserve 
the present Constitutio.n until thti. 
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nation, by legitimate and eompctent 
means, may effect a reform of it, 
[ have conrluded, upon consulta- 
tion with the Council of (iovern- 
inent, to decree, and do decree, 
the following : 

Article 1. Fi*om this day for- 
wird I am a President of the 
Rj'puhlic, within the case of arti- 
cle 128 of the Constitution, and 
in the exercise of all the extraor- 
dinary powers emanating from it, 
both for the purpose of re-estab- 
lishing internal tranquillity and for 
securing the Republic against an- 
archy and external war. 

Art. 2. Ill my absence from 
this ca|Mtal, the Vice-President of 
the Republic, being charged with 
the executive power, will exercise 


the said extraordinary powers in 
ail parts of the territory where 
they cannot be immediately exer- 
cised by one. 

Art. 3. Except with regard to 
the matters and affairs which may 
be decided to come within the 
scope of the exercise of the said 
extraordinary powers, the consti- 
tution and laws will be duly ob- 
served. 

Art. 4. An account will be ren- 
dered to tlio next Congress of all 
that may be done in virtue of this 
decree, as is provided in the said 
article 128 of the Constitution. 

Dated tlie23d November, 1826, 
and sigiii d by (liberal Bolivar 
and the Secri'iary of Stale for Do- 
mestic Affaiis. 


BRAZIL. 

SPEECH or DON PEDKO, EMPt ROR OP BRAZIL, TO THE TWO HOUSES OF 
ASSEMBLV, MAT 3, 1S27. 


Mo^l Worthy Roprciffnlntivo? of 
llie Urnziliun Malioo, 

I Open tbo Constitnlionul As- 
semhly with the cnthu.siasin which 
has always attunded this act, but 
not with the same satisfaction, as 
my heart is penetrated with grief 
coivsequeiit. upon the death of my 
most beloved consort the Empress, 
who died on tbo 11th December 
Ift'it, leaving this world for the 
habitation of the ju.st — the phicc 
appointed by the Most High lor 
those wlfo, like her, have led a 
life of virtue and religion. This 
bcroavoinent, so unfortunate fur us 
,all, took place while I Was in the 
Province of Rio (Irande, endea- 
vouring, by all the ineans which 
the love of country could suggest, 
to ‘terminate, tbo war between 


Brazil and Buenos AyrdS, • by 
rousing up the energies of the 
brave inhabitants of that Province. 
This war continues, and will con- 
tinue, until the Banda Orientalj 
which is ours, shall be freed from 
its invaders, and Buenos Ayres 
shall recognize the independence 
of Brazil, and of that Province 
which has freely and with one ac- 
cord, declared themselves part of 
oiir Empire. 1 am confident that 
this assembly will co-operate and 
promoto llie objects proposed at 
their li^st session, in conformity to 
the answer to the speech from 
the throne, presented to me by a 
deputation from tliis body. 

The organization of a system 
of finance Avill claim your first at- 
tention, for the existing one (as 
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will appear by the Report of the 
Secretary for that department) is 
extremely defective, and gives fa- 
cility to every species of embez- 
zlement ; a new system of finance 
that shall prevent these pecula- 
tions which the. present laws fa- 
cilitate, and which the government 
has not been able to check, al- 
though every means has been 
devised to administer a remedy. 
This system must be based on a 
good judiciary system. 

We have no laws suited to the 
present ideas of justice ; tho old 
laws arc contradictory,- the judges 
do not know hpw to decide, indi- 
viduals suffer, criminals go un- 
punished, and the salaries of the 
judges arc not sufficient to guard 
them from temptations to bribery 
and corruption. It is therefore 
necessary that this Assembly 
should lay the foundation of pub- 
lic felicity .and tranquillity. With- 
out 11 good system of finance, and 
without an independent adminis- 
tration of justice, no nation can 
exist. I am aware that there are 
many' subjects claiming the atten- 
tion of this Assembly, that every 
thing cannot be accomplished at 
a single session, that much has 
been postponed from session to 
session, but it is necessary to com- 
mence with unanimity in these 
two essential points, and when 
subjects call for attention, I expect 
it will be given by this Assembly 
without loss of time, as every mo- 
ment is precious and indispen- 
sible. In a state of war whch affairs 
are not organized, it is rcqiiisito 
that the government should be 
clothed with the power to present 
peculation of the public money, 
to punish those public servants 
who neglect their duty, and those 


who shall dare to disturb the pub- 
lic order. 

No one more than I yields a 
ready obedience to the laws, but 
those who evade them are not 
promptly punishcfl. The Gov- 
ernment requires a special power 
to enforce punishment until the 
time shall arrive when every thing 
shall be reduced to order, and 
the national welfare shall be con- 
stitutionally promoted. The 
friendly relations of the Empire 
with those nations who have re- 
presentatives here arc in a settled 
state, and the departure of the 
Minister of the United States, so 
unexpectedly and causelessly, 
ought not to disturb us, as I rely 
on the prudence of the President 
of the United States, and the good 
sense, justice and impartiality of 
the North Americans. 

The marriage rites of my daugh- 
ter the Queen of Portugal, have 
been celebrated at Vienna, and I 
expect .daily the arrival of my 
brother, her husband. 

The constitutional principles 
are triumphant in Portugal, de- 
spite of the parties that opposed 
them, and this must ever be the 
case with that charter which was 
so constitutionally and legally 
given to the kingdom. 

Relative to our own immediate 
concerns, I must say, I am fully 
persuaded, that all those who ‘do 
not think with me, are not 6on- 
stitutional Imperialists, but covert 
monsters, who only wait a favour- 
able moment to quench their 
thirst in the blood of those who 
are the supporters of the Throne 
of their country and the defenders 
of«their own religion. 1 am fully 
convinced that there is not one 
member of this assembly, who 
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docs not think as I do, as to the 
means proper to accomplish our 
main object, which is, to have the 
Empire firmly established and 
the people perfectly happy. 

Thus, lleprfisentatives of the 
Brazilian nation, 1 have re- 
commended what appears to me 
most beneficial to our national in- 


terests. I leave you then, confi- 
dent, that in my speech at the clo- 
sing of this present session, I will 
have it in my power to say, * I 
have nothing more to expect, I 
am perfectly satisfied, the nation 
iapleased, we art hapjjyt thanks to 
the Assembly that has «o wisely 
Ufrislaied P 


LOWER CANADA. 

SPEECH OF THE LIElITEJfANT-GOVEKNOR. 


Geiitleiiieii of the Loj;i!slative Council, 
Gciitleuicn of the A^^cuibly, 

I come to close this session of 
the Provincial Parliament, con- 
vinced, by the state of your pro- 
ceedings, that nothing likely to 
promote the public interest can 
be now expected from your deli- 
berations. 

To you. Gentlemen of the I.e- 
gislative Council, who have at- 
tended yoYir duties in the Session, 

I offer my thanks on the part «if 
his Majesty, as an acknowledg- 
ment of the regard which, by your 
presence, you have shown to the 
welfare of your country, and also 
of that proper respect which you 
have manifested for the i^overeign 
from whom your honours arc de- 
rived. 

Gentlrmen of the Assembly — 

■ It is painful to me, that I can- 
nof' speak my sentiments to you 
in I lerm^ of approbation and 
thanks. The proceedings of this 
Session impose upon me a duty, of 
which, however unpleasant, I will 
'acquit myself as a faithful Servant 
of my King, and a sincere friend 
to the Province. • 

Many years of continued dis- 
cussion on forms and accounts 


have prove'd unavailing, to clear 
up and sot at rest it dispute, which 
moderation and reason might have 
speedily terminated. It is lamen- 
table to see that no efforts or con- 
cessions of His Majesty^s Govern- 
nitMit have succeeded in recon- 
ciling those dilferences of opinion 
in the Legislature ; but it is infi- 
nitely more so, that diOerences on 
one subject should cause a rejec- 
tion of every other measure whjch 
Ills Mnjosty^s Government recom- 
mends to your considerntioit. 

The duties expected of you 
in this Session were not difficult : 
among the first was an examina- 
tion of the public accounts of last 
year, and a report upon them, 
whether of approval or otherwise. 
Has that duly been done, so that 
your country can know the result ? 

Have you considered the es- 
timated expenditure for the cur- 
rent year, and granted the supply 
required in His Majesty's name? 
or havc^ reasons been assigned for 
the refusal of them, that can be 
know'll and un^ei stood by the 
couhtry ? 

Have,the messages from His 
Majesty's ripresentatives been du- 
ly acknowledged, and answered, 
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according to the rules and forms 
of Parliament, or according with 
the respect which is due by each 
Branch of the Legislature to the 
others ? 

Have the rules or orders of 
proceedings in the House of As- 
sembly been duly attended to, in 
so tar as they recognize the prero- 
gative rights of the crown ? 

These are questions, gentlemen, 
which you are now to ask your- 
selves, individually, and answer to 
your constituents on your return to 
them., 

These are questions which 
you are to answer to your own 
consciences, as men who are bound 
by others of fidelity to your coun- 
try and to your king. 

In my administration of this 
government, I have seen seven 
years pass away without any con- 
clusive adjustment of the public 
accounts ; thus accumulating a 
mags for future investigation, 
which must lead to coitfusiun and 
misunderstanding. In the same 
years I have seen the measures of 
governinetit directly applicable to 
the wants of the province, thrown 
aside without attentiont and with- 
out any reason assigned. I have 
seen the forms of Parliament ut- 
terly disregarded ; and in this ses- 
sion a positive assumption of Kxe- 
cutive authority, instead of that 
of Legislative, which last is alone 
your share in the constitution of 
the state. 

The results of your proceed- 
ings in this session have been, the 
refusal of the supplies necessary 
for the ordinary expenses of gov- 
ernment, the Ibss of the niUitia 
bill, the failure of all provisions 
for the maintenance of prisoners in 


your jails and houses of correc- 
tion for the support of insane and 
foundlings, and fur the establish- 
ment of education and charily, and 
a total obstruction of local and 
public improvement. 

In this state of things, and 
with this experience of past years, 
it is now no lunger consistent with 
a proper discharge of the high 
trust committed to me, to enter- 
tain hopes of a return to better 
reason in the representative branch 
of this Parliament; but it is still 
my duty to call upon you as pub- 
lic men, and to call upon the coun- 
try, as deeply interested in the re- 
sult, to consider seriously the coii- 
seiiucnccs of perseverance in such 
u course. 

I shall conduct the (lovcrn- 
ment with the means lii my pow- 
er, with an undiminished desire to 
to do good ; but while 1 must sub- 
mit myself to the interruption of 
all public iinpruveinent; under the 
authority of the civil government, 
1 will declare my deep regret at 
such a state of things ; I think it 
right to convf'y to the country, a 
free and unreserved expression of 
my sentiments upon these public 
misfortunes; and I will leave no 
doubt on the public mind of my 
determination to persevere firmly 
in the path of my duty, with a 
faitiiful regard to liie rights of iny 
sovereign, with which are, also 
combined the best interests o( the 
Province. 

It only remains fur 'me now, 
compelled by existing circum- 
stances, to prorogue this Parlia- 
ment, whatever may he the in- 
convenience resulting to the Pro- 
vince from such a measure. 

Alurdi 7, l«27. 
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EUROPE. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

SPEECH OP THE KING TO PARLIAMENT, NOV. 21 , 182 ^ 6 . 


My Lords and Genllemen, 

I have called you together at 
this time for the special purpose 
of communicating to you the 
measures, which 1 judged it ne- 
cessary to take in the month of 
September, for the admission into 
the ports of the United Kingdom 
of certain sorts of foreign grain, 
not then admissible by law. 

I have directed a copy of the 
Order in Council issued on that 
occasion to be laid before you, 
and 1 confidently trust that you 
will see sufficient reason for giv- 
ing your sanction to the provi- 
sions of that order, and for carry- 
ing them into effectual execution. 

1 have great satisfaction in be- 
ing able to inform you that the 
hopes entertained at the close of 
the last session of Parliament, re- 
specting the termination of the 
war in the Rurmeso territories, 
have been fulfilled, and that a 
peace has been concluded in that 
quarter, highly honourable to the 
Rritish arnis, and to the councils 
of- the Rritish Govcrnincnt in In- 
dia. 

} continue to receive from all 
Foreign Powers, assurances of 
their earnest desire to cultivate the 
relations of peace and friendly 
Ainderstanding. * 

I am exerting myself with un- 
remitting anxiety, whether singly 
or in conjunction with my allies, 
as well to arncst the progress of 


existing hostilities, as to prevent 
the interruption of peace in the 
different parts of the world. 
Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

I have directed the estimates 
fd!- the ensuing year to be prepa- 
red, and they will, in due time, be 
laid before you. 

I will take care* that they shall 
be formed with as much atten- 
tion to economy, as the exigencies 
of the public service will permit. 

The distress which has perva- 
ded the commercial and manufac- 
turing classes of my subjects, du- 
ring the last twelve iqonths, has 
affected some important branches 
of the revenue. Rut I have the 
satisfaction of informing you, that 
there has been no such diminu- 
tion in the internal consumplion of 
the country as to excite any ap- 
prehensions that the great sour- 
ces of our wealth and prosperity 
have been impaired. 

My Lords nnd Gpiillcmcn, 

1 have deeply sympathized with 
the suflerings which have been for 
some time past so severely felt in 
the manufacturing districts of the 
country. 

I have contemplated, with great 
satisfaction, the exemplary pa- 
ticiiQp with which those sufferings 
have been borne.. 

The depression under which 
the tradq and manufactures of the 
country have been labouring has 
abated more slowly than I had 
27 
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thought myself warranted in anti- 
cipating. But I retain a firm ex- 
pectation that this abatement will 
be progressive, and that the time 
is not distant when, under the 


blessing of Divine IVovidcnce, 
the commerce and industry of the 
United Kingdom will have resu- 
med their wontcfl activity. 


NETHERLANDS. 

t 

ADDRESS OF THE MINISTER OF HIE INTERIOR TO THE STATES 
UENERALL, MAV 9, JS27. 


Noble and mighty Lordg, 

I come by order of the King, 
to close the Session of the Statn-- 
General, and to thank your Lord- 
ships in the name of His Maje.sty, 
for the activity a.id loyalty of yolir 
co-operation, in the different Le- 
gislative measures that have been 
successively adopted. Among the 
labours which have occupied this 
Session, the laws rolutivc to the 
Garde communaUj and the organi- 
zation of the judicial powers pre- 
sent themselves in the first place. 
Long and profound discussions, 
upon these important matters, 
have testihed to tiic nation the 
conscientious pains you have be- 
stowed upon their examination. 
In regulating, definitively, the in- 
stitutions prescribed by tiic funda- 
mental law, you have, in the one 
case established at length, upon 
tlicir true basis, the independence 


and security of the country ; and 
the other, you have especially as- 
sured to it the benefit of a form of 
judicature suited to the require- 
ments of public justice. Your 
Lordships have, moreover, fthia 
Session, fixed the income and ex- 
penditure of the State ; and have 
favoured, by modifications in the 
tarff of customs, the dcvclopc- 
ment of national industry. These 
important labours have not, by 
your aid, your powers, and your 
zeal, fallen short of the ex[icrta- 
tions of the nation. This rcflcc- 
lio'n will accompany you to your 
homes, and your fellow-citizens 
will surround you with the grati- 
tude and felicitations of which I 
am at present tlio bearer on the 
part of the King. — In the name of 
His iMajesty, I declare the pre- 
sent Session of the States-Genc- 
rul to he clo.sed and terminated. 


FRANCE. 
king’s speech. 


On the 12th Dec. 1826, the 
King opened the session of cliam- 
bers at the Louvjes, by the follo^w- 
ing speech. 

Gftntleneu,— , • 

Important labours have been 


prepared for this session. Being.' 
well assur.ed of your zeal, I have, 
not hesitated to assemble you ear- 
lier than usual. 

Two codes will be submitted to 
your examination. They arc in- 
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tended to improve the laws re- 
Hpccting furestH, and to settle the 
rcgulaiions of military jurisdiction. 

. 1 have admitted little innovation 
. into these works. The bases have 
been taken from the actual regu- 
lations of the Jinny, and from the 
ordunnance of my august pre- 
decessor respecting forests. 

i wish that it had Ix^cn possible 
to avoid all interference witli the 
press ; but in proiiortioii as the 
power of publishing writings has 
been developed, it producccl fresh 
instances of abuse, which recpiirc 
to be restrained by more exten- 
sive and efficient means. It was 
time to put a stop to these atlliet- 
ing scandals, and to preserve the 
liberty oftlie press from the dan- 
ger with which it is threatened by 
itsow'n excesses. 

A project of law will bo submit- 
ted to you for the attainment of 
this end. 

Certain imporfeetions bad been 
discovered in the organization of 
juries. ’1 shall order a jimject of 
law to be proposed to you for their 
iinprovument, and for regulating 
the same conformably to the na- 
ture of this institution. 

The penalties enacted against 
the slave trade proved delicieiit in 
ellicacy, and tlicir inlliclion was 
liable to he eluded. A more com- 
plete legislation became requisite. 
.1 have ordered a project, geiitle- 
nienTlobc proposed to )ou on 
tips subject. 

'I continue to receive from all 
foreign governments tlie as.sur- 
‘ ance of their most iViendl v disposi- 
^tions, which arc in tvJrfect ac- 
cordance with my own wi^b for 
the maintenance of peace 


Disturbances have lately broken 
out in some parts of the peninsula. 
I shall unite iny eftbrts to those of 
my allies, to put an end to the 
same, and to obviate their conse- 
quences. 

'J’lio progressive increase of the 
produce of indirect taxation will 
pc*rmit tis to augment this year the 
funds available for the public ser- 
vice, by a sum etpial to that of 
which the conlrihutors have been 
exempted by the last financial en- 
actments. 

^ This increase will prove a real 
relic*f to my people. It will free 
the comrfnmes Ironi the supplc- 
iiientary sums vibicli they pay ; 
and (he indigent clast^es will find 

abundant resources in the fresh 
activity and inipetns given in the 
conslniction of onr highways, 
fortres.-<os and naval arsenals. 

J have reason to hope, that the 
allotments wliich arc to bo made 
fur the public service, wdll, for 
several years, sullico for all their 
wants, and that 1 may in. future 
ajqdv the surplus of produce to 
tin; reduction of the most bjurthen- 
soiuo taxes. 

Let us n turn thanks to Di- 
vine Viovidencc, gentlemen, for 
having placed us in circumstances 
highly favourable, and let ua 
join our etlbrts to augment and 
c.orruborate llio same, that my 
people may, for a long lime, reap 
the fruits thereof. — France will 
acquire a new species of greatness, 
by industry and tranquillity, and 
success ill peace will prove as 
productive of glory, as her war- 
iiko and luilitary \irtues, should 
honour oblige h«:r to display them. 



312] 


ANNUAL REGISTER, 1826-27, 


ORDINANCB BSTABLISUINO CEN- 
SORSHIP. 

Seeing our ordinances of this 
day concerning the enforcing of 
the laws of the 31st March, 1S20, 
and 26th July 1821, relative to 
the publication of Journals and 
Periodical writings, 

We have ordained — 

Art. 1. There shall be at Paris, 
in the office of our Minister of the 
Interior, a bureau, charged with 
the previous examination of all 
journals and periodical writings. 

2. This bureau shall bo cotr^- 
posed six Censors named b) us, 
on the recommendation of our 
Minister of the Iiiiterior. 

3. Every number of a jour- 
nal or periodical writing must, be- 
fore it is printed, be furnished with 
tho Visa of this bureau, which 
shall authorixo the publication of 
it, according to Art. 5, of the law 
of the 3 1st March, 1820. 

4. The operations of this bu- 
reau ^hall bo directed hy the Sieur 
Lourdoueix, Chief of the Division 
of Sciences, Fine Arts, and Belles 
Letters, in the department of tho 
interior. 

5. The Visa of the bureau 
shall be given by the Sieur De- 
liege, whom we appoint for this 
purpose, Secretary of the Bureau 
of Censorship. 

6. The departments of the Pre- 
fects shall nominate, according as 
may be necessary, one or more 
censors, charged with tho pre- 
vious examination of the journals, 
which shall be published in them. 

7. A council of nine members, 


appointed by us on the recom- 
mendation of our keeper of the 
Seals, Minister and Secretary of 
State for the department of justice, 
shall bo charged with the superin- 
tendence of the Censorship. 

8. The Bureau of Censorship, 
at Paris, shall address once a 
week a report of its operations to 
the council of superintendence. 
The Censors in the departments 
shall send it an account once a 
month. 

9. When there shall be reason, 
on execution of the law of the 31st 
of March, 1820, for the provisional 
suppression of n journal, or pe- 
riodical writing it shall be pro- 
nounced by us, on tbe report of 
our Keeper of the Seals, after he 
shall have taken the opinion of the 
Council of Superintendence. The 
same shall be done when there 
shall he reason, according to Art. 
7, of the said law, to pronounce 
tho suspension or tho suppression 
of a journal or periodical {writing 
after judgment. 

10. Our Minister the Secretary 
of Slate for the Department of tho 
Interior, and our Keeper of the 
Seals, Minister of Justice, are 
charged each in what concerns 
him with tbe execution of the pre- 
sent ordinance. 

Given at St. Cloud, the 24th 
of June, 1827, the third year 
of our reign. 

CHARLES. 

By tho King. 

The Minister Secretary of State 
for the Interior. 

CORBIERE. 
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SPAIN, 

CIRCULAR OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE POLICE, 

NOV. 10, 1826. 

All the Tiitcndaots of Police the authority who delivers it to 
will send to tlie general direction, him shall give notice thereof iin- 
within the precise term of a mouth, mediately to the Director Cene* 
a list of all the persons, whatever ral, setting forth the suspicions to 
he their age or sex, who come which his journey may give rise, 
within the classes hereafter men- on account of the situation in 
tioned, uarnely — as being attached which he may find himself, and of 
to tho Ojiistitutiotml system ; as his relations with regard to the 
having been a national volunteer Government, 
in infantry or cavalry ; a member • IJo passports shall be granted 
of sacrcrl com|)anies or battalions, to any cite whatever of thT>se who 
reputed a freo-masnn ; known for are notc‘d for being attached to 
a comnuincro ; held for a liberal, the Constitutional System, unless 
cither violent or moderate; ora the Clerk of Police ascertains that 
purchaser of national or .sccurali- the person rcipiiring the passport 
zed property. has good grounds for travelling. 

Moreover, it shall bo added In this case he shall require a cer- 
whetbor tiie individual was a mem- tain security, and the passport of 
her of tho Madrid Supremo Junta the individual noted for being at- 
of (lovernmcnt, a Minister, a tached to tho Constitution, shall 
meinher of any tribunal or court set forth the parishes "by which he 
of Justice, a Deputy of tlio Cor- is to pass and stop, both going 
tes, of province, or secretary po- and coming, and this nofc «hall 
litlcal chief or clerk in any other serve as a hint to the authorities 
branch, niember or curator of any to watch his conduct. • 
political society, political writer, The Clerk of Police who shall 
or any thing else that might give fail to observe what has just been 
an exact idea of the real opinion prescribed, or who, in the least 
that he manifested during the thing or by favour, may depart 
rojgn of the (’onstitution. There therefrom, shall be dismissed and 
shall beset forth, moreover, the brought to trial, and if he does not 
conduct that he may have obscr- belong to the Police, I will render 
•vejUjsincc tho fall of that sy.stcm an account thereof to His Majes- 
up.to the present limn, and the ty, in order that he may receive 
influence that he has had and may exemplary punishment, 
have in the Government by his The Clerk of Police who shall 
. fortune. announce an assembly of the per- 

As soon as any individual of sons above mentioned, who may 
> those comprehended h this list, occupy themselves witli the affairs 
either himself, his children, his of the governnibnt, censure it or 
servants, or any other person^ at- conlciiin its operations, shall re- 
tached to him, shall demand a ecive a reward of one thousand 
piis.sport to go out of his parish, real.s, if llic fact he proved. It 
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tho assembly consists of more 
than si.\ persons, and the huiiso'is 
of a suspicious character, even 
though the object of t)»o assem- 
bly be not known, the reward 
shall be two thousaml reals, and 
the clerk shall be entitled to pro- 
motion. 

This Circular is to be kept 
among the secret papers. 

Madrid, Novemlipr, 10, 

ROYAL ORDER RESPECTING COM- 
MERCE. 

Royal order, connnunicatod to 
the direction gcMieral oftli^i re- 
venue, allowing, for a time, 
foreign ves^ds to carry on 
commerce with America. 

The king our lord, sensible of 
the necessity of protecting and 
c.\tcnding tiie mutual coiiimerco 
carried on between Ann-rica and 
tho motiicr country, by ineun.s of 
regulations adapt<ui to the present 
state ofcoiinnerco and navigation, 
and of introducing tlierein a nni- 
forn|it.y-and generality productive 
of the facilities required by the 
royal treasury, and hy industry 
and commerce, has hemi pleased 
to ordain, conformably to the re- 
port of his council of ministers, 
that, from this time, and until tho 
subject shall have been more de- 
liberately settled, tiic following 
regulations bo complied with. 

1st. Spaniards wishing to fit out 
mercantile expeditions to the 
American possessions, from the 
ports designated in the peninsula 
and the adjacent islands, in ves- 
sels of friendly and allied powers, 
shall be allowed to do so without 
the necessity of • previously ci|i- 
taining license. 

2d. Foreign vessels ‘of the 
above description sailing from the 


ports designated m the peninsula 
and the adjacent islands for the 
Aincriqan possessions, with en- 
tire cargoes of merchandise and 
products of the king<loms, to re- 
turn with colonial products, shall 
pay the duties levi^ on goods ex- 
ported to the Indies, on the cargo ; 
and four per cent for the privilege 
hereby granted to foreign vessels. 
Flour sltall continue exempt from 
this charge. 

3d. On arriving in a direct 
course, at tlie ports designated, 
without the return cargoes de- 
scribed in tlio foregoing articles, 
they shall pay thereon the assess- 
ed duty of free tradoj (with tho 
modilications it has undergone by 
virtue of the royal order of Isi 
February, 1S25, as to codec and 
sugar,) and eight per cent for the 
privilege granted to foreign ves- 
sels ; but in case of tlieir having 
touched at any foreign port, limy 
shall pay twelve per cent for said 
privilege, unless it shall be satis- 
factorily proved that such devia- 
tion was unavoidable, and that tho 
cargo lias neither been landed or 
trans-sliifipod. 

4tli. Foreign vessels of the 
above dcsiTiption, sailing from the 
ports designated, for the Ameri- 
can possessions, with one half, or 
one third at least of their cargoes 
consisting of merchandise and pro- 
ducts of the kingdom, and the 
balance of tbreigri products,~shBll 
pay, Isl, the duties levied on nt^- 
tional products destined "for tile 
Indies; 2d, two per cent transit 
duty on foreign products, for no ' 
other cause tlian their foreign v 
origin ; 3d, eight per cent for the 
privilege to foreign vessels. 

.5ih. On arriving in a direct 
course, at the ports designated, 
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with return cargoes mentioned in 
(he preceding article, tlicy shall 
pay thereon the assessed duty on 
free trade, and ten per cent for 
the privilege to fort^ign vessels. 
But in ease of their having toiu h- 
ed at any forc^Sgn port, they shall 
pay, in addition, sixteen per cent 
for the privilege to foreign vessels, 
unless it shall he satisfactorily 
proved that such deviation was 
unavoidable and that the cargo 
has neither been landed or trans- 
shipped. 


6th. Whenever his majesty 
shall think fit to repeal or alter the 
present dispositions, reasonable 
notice shall be given thereof. 

Till. The regulations of free 
trade, the general instructions of 
the revenue of If^lG, and the other 
dispositions relative to the Ameri- 
can cornrnfM-ce, repugnant -to the 
foregoing articles, arc hereby sus- 
pended. 

By royal order, 

LflS LOPKZ BALJ.KSTEROS. 

Palace, yih February, 1827. 


POR'rCtLVL. ■ 

PllOCLAMATION. 


Portuguese ! 

By the constitutional chart which 
you have just now sworn to, J 
have been called to the regency of 
these kingdoms, during the mi- 
nority of my august niece, and our 
legitimate queen, Maria da (Boria. 
As the AVst vassal of the empire, 
it is my immediate duty to put in- 
to a prom|)t and vigorous execu- 
tion the wise constitutional chart 
which my august hrotin’r, Don JV- 
dro the 4lh, whose glorious name 
resounds with admirutieii and de- 
ference throiighont America, Kii- 
rnpe, and the whole world — has, 
from his elevated throne, bestowed 
upon his Portuguese suhjeets, 
’This immediate code I shall Ad- 
fd and cause it to he fulfdled. It 
iffithe byUvark of our political safe- 
ty. Unhappy he, who dares to 
-oppose it; the law will piiiiisli 
: him, and I shall he as inexorahlo 
' as the law itself. 

Portuguese l—Wliat 1 am at, is 
to revive our former prosperity ^ind 
glory; to encourage the arts; to 


improve sciences ; to promote com- 
merce, agriculture, and industry ; 
in a word, to employ every means 
within my power to make happy a 
nation worthy of being so : is my 
subordinate duty — sucli my ambi- 
tion : 1 gnidge no other. Portuguese! 
if I sacrifice, as I have hit herK) ([one, 
my health for the welfare of the, 
country, be sure that 1 will here- 
after sacrifice my own life, if it be 
necessary, to the got)d of the coun- 
try. And who will he the Portu- 
guese, worthy of the name, that 
would not join me in such noble 
sentiments ? 

Portuguese! let us imitate our 
superiors, and we shall be as 
they have been, the admiration 
of Europe, and of the whole 
world. l.biinn and obedience 
to the laws will render us hap- 
py : hud when I surrender the 
govyrnnient of this kingdom to 
our legiiimnte sii^vereign, l^on Ma- 
riA da Gloria, I will be enabled to 
tell lier^ with truth, and with the 
ellusions Vf the heartiest Joy — 
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« Madam ! you are about taking 
the reins to govern a nation, great, 
faithful and true to its legitimate 
sovereigns : that nation has been 
unfortunate, because the genius of 
evil has found among the Portu- 
guese a fatal and long asylum— 
but the wise political institutions 
which your father, our late august 
king, has kindly given us, has 
consolidated the hopes of our hap- 
piness and glory. 1 have reared 
this edifice of our felicity, as much 
as I could, by the assistance of 
the nation at large ; but the con- 
summation of it is reserved for 
your majesty ! You will find great 
and worthy models in the cata- 
logues of Portuguese monarchs and 
queens. Read and ponder well 
on the history of Portugal ; a wise 
and useful lesson it will be to your 
, majesty ; it will instruct you in the 
difficult art of reigning. If you 
but adhere to these lessons, ma- 
dam, you will be hailed as the 
friend of the Portuguese, and the 
Portuguese will ever repeat with 
respect," love and gratitude, the 
name, the adored name, of your 
late august father, and yours. 

Portuguese ! Union and obedience 
to the laws ; let us imitate the vir- 
tues of our superiors, then we 
shall be ns they have been, sub- 
jects of admiration and respect of 
the whole universe. 

INFANT REGENT. 

AdjuJa, Palace, 1st Aug. I8'26. 

NEW CONSTITUTION OP PORTUGAL. 

The inviolability of the civil 
and political rights of Portuguese 
citizens, which has liberty, indi- 
vidual security and propriety, Tor 
its basis, is guararfcied by the con- 
stitution of the kingdom, in the fol- 
lowing manner : ' 


1. No citizen can he obliged 
to do, or hindered from doing, a 
thing, but in virtue of a law. 

2. No provision of a law* shall 
have a retrospective operation. 

3. Every man may communi- 
cate his thoughts, *by word, or 
writing, and publish them by way 
of the press : every one, however, 
will he responsible for the abuses 
he may commit in the exercise of 
this right, in the cases and forms 
determined by law. 

4. No one can be persecuted 
for religious matters, if he re- 
spects the religion of the state, and 
does not oflend public morals. 

5. It is permitted to every indi- 
vidual to remain in the kingdom, 
or go out of it, ns may seem good 
to him, taking with him his pro- 
perty, upon complying with the 
police regulations, and if it be nut 
to the prejudice of any one. 

6. The house of every citizen is 
an inviolable asylum ; no one 
whatever can enter therein in the 
night witliout his consent, unless 
in case of a cry for succour from 
within, or to defend it from (ire or 
inundation; the entrance into it 
by day shall not he allowed, ex- 
cept in the cases and manner fixed 
by law. 

7. No one can be arrested with- 
out a complaint lodged against 
him, except in the cases specified 
by law ; and in these cases, the 
judge, within twenty-four_houFS 
after his commitment to prison, if 
it he in a city, town, or village, 
adjacent to tlie residence of a 
judge, and in an interval propor- 
tioned to the extent of the territo- 
ry, and fixed by law for the distant 
places, the judge shall signify to 
the accused person, by a note 
bearuig his own signature, the 
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^ound of hts imprisonment, the 
names of the accusers, and those 
of the witnesses, if he knows them. 

8. In like manner, in the case 
of arrest, no man can be com- 
mitted to prisrjn, or detained there, 
if he gives the bail required by 
law; and, in general, for all crimes 
which do not incur more than six 
months imprisonment, or banish- 
ment from the territory, the accus- 
ed person shall remain at liberty. 

9* Kxctpt when taken in tlic 
act, persons cannot be imprison- 
ed, except by a written order from 
the competent authorities ; if this 
order be arbitrary, the judge who 
gave it, and the person who re- 
quired it, shall he punished as the 
law directs ; in what is fixed, re- 
lative to imprisonment before a 
complaint is made, are not in- 
cluded military ordinances, these 
being necessary for the discipline 
and recruiting of the army, nor the 
cases which are not absolutely 
criminal^ and in which the law, 
nevertheless, decides the impri- 
sonment of a person for having 
disobeyed the orders of justice, or 
fur nut having fulfilled their obli- 
gations within the time prescribed. 

10. No one shall be condemn- 
ed but by the competent authority, 
in pursuance of an anterior law, 
and in the form by it {irescrihed. 

11. The independence of the 
.judicial power shall be niainlain- 

ed : nO "authority can tiring before 
ajiigher court any pending causes, 
stop them, or re-commciicc termi- 
nated proceedings. 

12. The law shall be equal for 
■ all, whether it protects ,or punish- 
es, and shall recompense accord- 
ing to the merits of each. 

13. Every citizen is equally ad- 
missible to civil, political, and mili- 
tary posts, ttiihout any other dif- 


ference or censidetatlolD than that 
o*f talents and virtues. 

14. No one shall be ejtempt 
from contributing to the bur- 
dens of the state in proportion to 
his means. 

1.5. All privileges which are not 
essential and closely, connected 
with oflices for the public ‘ utility, 
are henceforward abolished. 

l6. With the exception of causes, 
which, from their nature, apper- 
tain to special judges, in confor- 
mity to law, there shall be no 
privileged tribunal nor special 
comiiiissipn for civil or 'criminal 
causes. 

17. A civil add criminal code, 
founded upon the solid basis of jus- 
tice and equity, siiall be drawn up 
as early as possible. 

18. From this day, whipping,^^ 
torture, branding, and all other* 
barbarous punishments, are abo- 
lished. 

19. No penalty sifall ever ex- 
tend beyond the guilty person : 
thus, there cannot exist imy; con- 
fiscation of goods, and never shall 
the infamy of a guilty person be 

transmitted to his relations, what- 
ever may be their degree, 

20. The prisons shall be secure, 
clean and airy, with different di- 
visions, to separate guilty persons, 
according to the circumstances 
and the nature of their crimes. 

21. The right of property is 
guarantied in its utmost plenitude. 

22. The national debt is like- 
wise guarantied. 

23. No kind of labour, culture, 
manuTactory, or commerce, can be 
prohibited, whenever it is not op- 
posed either to j)ublic custi)nis, or 
ifie security and health of citizens. 

24.» Inventors shall have the 
property* of their discoveries or 
production : a law shall secure lo 
28 
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them a temporary exclusive pri- 
vilege, or recompense them fur 
the loss which iho piihlication of 
the discovery may cause them to 
suffer. 

25. The secrecy of letters is 
inviolable : the administration of 
the post-^fficc is rigorously re- 
sponsible for every infraction of 
this article. 

26. All the rewards bestowed 
for services rendered to the stale, 
in the civil and military profes- 
sions, are guarantied, a.s well as 
the right attached to thes^ to- 
wards in conformity to }aw. 

27. Public functionaries are 
strictly responsible for tlio al>use.s 
and omissions which they rotnniit 
in the exercise of their fiinciions, 
and in no case can they throw tho 
responsibility upon those under 
them. 

28. Every citizen may address 
representations, complaints, or 
petitions, to the legislative or exe- 
cutive power, and even set forth 
all thc'inrractions of the constitu- 
tion demanding of the competent 
authority the effective responsibili- 
ty of the guilty persons. 

29. The constitution likewise 
guaranties public succour. 

30. Primary instruction is gra- 
tuitous for all the citizens. 

31. The constitution guaruntie.s 
hereditary nobility and the prero- 
gatives. 

32. As also the colleges and 
universities, where the elements 
of tho sciences, belles-lettres, and 
the arts, arc taught. 

33. The constitutional powers 
can never suspend the constitu- 
tion ; nor attack Individual rights, 
except in the cases and circum- 
stances specified in the following 
article. 


34. In case of rebellion or hos- 
tile invasion, the .safely of tlio 
state requiring that, for a deter- 
minnlc time, some of the formali- 
ties which guaranty imiividiiai li- 
berty should he di.'^pensed with, 
pnivlsion relative thereto may be 
niatle by a special act of the legis- 
lative pow er ; hut if the coi les can- 
not ho assembled in time, and tho 
country ho in imminent danger, Iho 
government may exercise this 
measure as a temporary and in- 
dispcnsihle remedy, by suspend- 
ing the ordinary course of the law.s, 
according to the urgent necessity 
recpiiring it ; but it shall re-esta- 
Idi.sh tliing.s a.s soon as the urgent 
iieei'ssity iqion which the contra- 
ry was grounded, is at an en<i. In 
either ease, however, it must lay 
befuro the cortes, as soon as they 
meet, an acconnt of the imprison- 
ment and other means of precau- 
tion which it bus taken, with tho 
grounds thereof ; and all the au- 
thorities who shall have the exe- 
cution of these measures shall be 
responsible for the abuses commit- 
ted relative thereto. 

The 4lh title defines the lcgi.s1a- 
tivc power which is to belong to 
the cortes with the approbation of 
the king. The cortes is to con- 
sist of two chambers — peers and 
deputies. The powers of the cor- 
te.s are. 

It is the prerogative of the cor- 
tes — 

1st. To receive the outhof)ho 
king, the prince royal, and tho 
regents. 

2d. To elect tho regent or 
regency, and mark the limits oi 
their authority. 

3d. To rocogniflo tho prince 
royal as heir to tho throne, in the 
first session oftor his birth. 
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. 4th. To appoint a tutor for a 
king in his ininiority, in case his 
father should not have appointed 
one in his testament. 

5th. At the king’s death, or 
during an interriignum, to cstahiish 
a council of administration, to 
seek out and reform any abuse 
that may iiave crept in. 

6th. To make law.s, to interpret 
them, and to suspend or revoke 
them. • 

7th. To watch over the con- 
stitution and the general welfare of 
the nation. 

8th. To i*i.Y annually the public 
cxpcnse.<«, and appropriate the di- 
rect taxes. 

9th. 'J'o allow or forbid tlic cn- 
trance of foreign troops or ships 
of war into tlie interior of the king- 
dom or ports. 

10th. To fix annually, accord- 
ing to the report of government, 
the land and sea lorces, ordinary 
and extraordinary. 

lllh. 'fo authorize the govern- 
ment to contract loans. 

12th. To produce and establish 
proper resoursi^.s, for the payment 
of the public debt. 

13th. To regulate the adminis- 
trations of the public domains, 
and decree their alienation. 

•14lh. To create or suppress 
public employment, and tix their 
emoluments. 

15th.“To determine the weight, 
fineness, worth, inscription, type, 
and denomination of money, ns 
well as the standard of weights 
' and measures. 

’ The opening of the, session is 
fixed for the 2d of January. ^I'hc 
privileges of the peers somewhat 
resemble those of the Bntish 
house of lords, particularly n their 
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pojvers of being judges of im- 
peachments. The deputies are 
obviously modelled from the com- 
mons. They have adopted, how- 
ever, a custom nhich provides 
that the deputies shall be paid for 
their attendance, and for their 
travelling exj)enses. The, mode 
of election is in the French 
fashion. The citizens in general 
vote for electors, who appoint the 
representatives. The exclusions 
from the right of voting are as fol- 
lows : 

l^t. Minors under fiye and 
twenty yctirs of age, among which 
are not cotnprised those that are 
married, or military officers who 
arc of age at one and twenty, li- 
cenced bachelors, and ecclesias- 
tics itj holy orders. 

2d. Sons who live with their ’ 
fathers, unless they hold a public 
situation. 

3(1. Servants at service, in which 
class the book-keepers and* head 
clerk in mercantile house.s, the 
servants of the royal housc'liold 
who do not wear the while sash, 
and the r«)remen of agricultural or 
manularturing establishments. 

4th. The priests and all per- 
sons living ill convents. 

5th. Every person who does 
not pos.sess a nett annual income 
of 100,000 reals (24/.) arising 
from his funds, labour, commerce, 
or employment. 

The luimbor of representatives 
is not yet decided on. It is to be 
regulated by a .special law. 

Th*c fifth title has already ap- 
pcjwed. The sy.stem of juries is 
formally adoptiid, and judges are 
rendered irrcmoveable at the will 
of the crown. 
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RtJSSIA. 

TREATY BETWEEN RUSSIA AND TURKEY. 


I. 

Convention explanatory of the 
Treaty ojf Bucharest, 

In the name of the Almighty 
God. — The Imperial Court of St. 
Petersburgh, and the Sublime 
Porte, animated by a sincere de- 
sire to bring to a close the discus- 
sions which have arisen between 
them since the conclusion of the 
Treaty of Bucharest, and wish- 
ing to consolidate the relations of 
the two Empires, and give to them 
a basis of perfect harmony and 
entire reciprocal confidence, have 
concurred in opening, by means 
of a meeting of their respective 
Plenipotentiaries, an amicable ne- 
gotiation, to discard from their 
mutual relations all subjects of 
ulteribr difference, and to ensure, 
for the future, the full execution of 
the ""treaty of Bucharest, as well 
as those treaties and acts which 
they shall renew and confirm, and 
the observation of which can alone 
guaranty the maintenance und du- 
rability of the peace so happily t*s- 
tahlished between the Imperial 
Court of Russia, and the Sublime 
Ottoman Porte. In consequence, 
His Majesty the Emperor and Po- 
dischah of all the Russias, and His 
Majesty the Emperor and Padis” 
ehahof the Ottomans, have na- 
med for their Plenipotentiaries, to 
wit : His Majesty the Kfhperor 
and Padmhah of all the Russias, 
the Count Micdiel WoronzofiT, 
Aid-de-camp General, General' of 
Infantry, member of the jCouocii 
of the Empire, Governor General 
of New Russiai and Commissioner 


Plenipotentiary of .fhe Province of 
Bessarabia, Chevalier of the order 
of St. Alexander Nevsky, (!heva- 
lier of (he Grand Cross of the Or- 
der of St. George of the 2d class, 
of St. Vladimir of the 1st class, of 
St. Anne of the 1st class, enriched 
with diamonds, and (Mievalier of 
several Koreign Orders; and 
Alexander llihcaupicrrc. Privy 
Counsellor, and Actual Chamber- 
lain, Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary to the 
Sublime Porte, and Chevalier of 
the Cross of the Order of St. Anno 
of the 1st class enriched with dia- 
monds, Chevalier of the Grand 
Cross of the Order of St. Vladi- 
mir of the 2d class, and also of 
that of Leopold of Au.stria of the 
1st class. And his Highness, the 
Honourable Scid-Mebemcd-IIadi- 
KfTendi, Comptroller General of 
Anatolia, First Plenipotentiary, 
and Scid-lbrahim-Iilet-Ktrendi, 
Provisional ('adl of Sophia, with 
the rank of Mollu of Scutari, Se- 
cond Plenipidentiary : who after 
having met at the town of Acker- 
man, und having excluinged certi- 
fied copies of their full powers, 
found in good and due form, have 
decreed, concluded, and signed 
the following articles : 

Art. 1. All the clauses and 
stipulations of the Treaty of 
Peace, concluded at Bucharest, on* 
Uie Kith of May, 1812, (17th dayf 
of the Moon of Djcmaseiul-cwel, 
of the 1227th year of the Hegira,) 
orot confirmed in all their force 
and value, by the present Conven- 
tion, as if the treaty of Bucharest 
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yas here found inserted, word for 
W(»rd, the eclaircissement of 
which forms the object of the pre- 
sent Convention, being but to 
serve for tiie detcrniiiiation of the 
precise sense, «;ind to corroborate 
the tenor of the said treaty. 

Art. 2. The 4th article of 
the treaty of Bucharest, having 
stipulated fur the great islands of 
the Danube, situated opposite to 
Ismal'and Kili, that they, while 
remaining the jiropcrty of the Ot- 
toman Porte, should be in part de* 
sert and uninhabited, a mode of 
limitation, the execution of which 
has heeii found iinpossihio, from 
the inconveniences which arise 
from the frcciucnt ovtMllowing of 
the stream, and experience havitjg 
also demonstrated the necessity of 
eslahlishing a fixed and sufiicicnt- 
lyTliarkcd separation between the 
inhabitants of the respective 
banks; in order to remove all 
points of contact, and to put an 
end by tile same, to the continual 
dinerencos and troubles which 
have existed, the Sublime Otto- 
man Porte, wishing to give to the 
Impel ial C’ourt of St. Pelershuigh, 
an uiieipiivocal proof of its sin- 
cere desire- to cement the relaliuiis 
of friendship and good iioighhour- 
lioud between the two States, en- 
gages to execute and to mniiitam 
the arrnngemoiit entered into on 
that subji'ct, at ('onstantinople, 
between the Russian Knvoy and 
tfi«J\]iQisters of the Sublime Porte, 
in tho contereiice held on the 21st 
August, lb 17, coiifornmblc to the 
dispositions agreed to in the pro- 
tocol of that conference. In con- 
sequence, the dispusitionsdeclarcd 
in that protocol, and relative to 
the object in question, shall bo 
<;onsidered as making an integral 
part of the present convention. 


Art. 3. The treaties and acts 
relative to the privileges to he en- 
joyed by Moldavia and Wallachia, 
having been confirmed by an ex- 
press clause of the 5ib article of 
the treaty of Bucharest, the Sub- 
lime Porte solemnly engages it- 
self to observe the said.privilcgcs, 
treaties, and acts, on all ‘occa- 
sions. with the moht scrupulous ii- 
delity, and prunii.*:Cs to renew, in 
the space of six months after the 
ratification of the present Conven- 
tion, the liatti-C'lierifs of ib02, 
^fhi^ii specified and gurantied the 
same privileges. I'urlhf r* in rela- 
tion to the e\ils wliieh have been 
suilered by these provinces incon- 
sequence of late events in relation 
to the choice of ^VaIlaclliall and 
Moldavian Boyars to he llospodars 
of the two Principalities, and seeing 
that the Imperial (.'ourt of Russia 
iia.s given its assent to that mea- 
sure, it has been n^cognized, as 
well by the Sublime Porte, as by 
the C-oiirt of Russia, that the Hat- 
ti-(’herifs, abo\o mentioned, of the 
year, IStiJ, ought iiiilispcnsibly 
to be completed, by iiieaii^ of the 
clauses in the separate net here- 
unto annexed, wliioh has been 
agreed to between the rcspeelivo 
Plenipotentiaries, and which is, 
ami is to be, coii.'^iileri d ns an in- 
tegral part of the present Conven- 
tion. 

•VuT. 4. It ncing stipulated by 
the fitli article of the treaty of 
Bucharest, that the frontier be- 
tween the two Empires, on the 
coast* of Asia, shall be rc-estab- 
lisljcd ns it was lorinerly, before 
the. war, and that the Imperial 
Court of Riissra shall restore to 
tho Subliino Ottoman Porte, the 
fortresses and castles situated in 
the interior of that frontier, and 
conquered by their arms. In con- 
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sequence of that stipuKitioii, and 
seeing that the Imperial Court of 
Russia liad evacuated and resto- 
red, immediately after the peace, 
such of those fortresses as had 
been taken during the war, solely 
from the troops of the Sublime 
Porte, it is eovtMiantcd, on one part 
and on the other, that, liereaftcr, 
the frontiers between tlie two Em- 
pires shall remain such as they ex- 
ist at the present day, and that a 
term of two years is lixed, in order 
to advise reciprocally njmii the 
most proper means to maintaii. tlic 
tranciuilhty and security of the re- 
spective subjects. 

Art. 5. 'Fhc Sublime Ottoman 
Porte, desirin" to j»ive to tbo Impe- 
rial Court of Russia a slrikiiifr testi- 
mony of its amicable dispositions, 
and of its scrupulous intentions to 
fulfil entiredy, the conditions ofllic 
treaty of JJneharest, will put in 
immediate execution all tlie clau- 
ses of the 8lli article of the treaty 
relative to tlie Servian nation, 
wbidii bcin;f nh subject 

and tributary to the Sublime Porte, 
should, oil all occasions, expe- 
rience tlic effects of its clemency 
and generosity. In consequence, 
the Sublime Porte will regulate 
with the deputies of the Servian 
nation, those measnr<‘.s which 
shall he judged the most effectual, 
to assure to it the ndviintage.s 
stipulated in its favour; advan- 
tages, the enjoyment of which 
will be fit the same time the 
just recompense, and the best 
pledge for the fidelity of ‘which 
that nation has given proofs to 
the Ottoman Kpipire. As a 
term of eighteen months is 
considered necessary tgi com- 
plete the verifications which 
that subject demands, conformably 


to the separate act hereunto 
joined, it is agreed hctwcfn llieir 
respective JMenipoteiiiiaries, that 
the said inrasiucs shall he regula- 
ted and decreed, in emicert with 
the Servian I)epufali»ui at Con- 
stantinople, and set forth in detail, 
in a supreme firman, restorative of 
the llatli-Cherif, which shall be 
put in force with the least possible 
delay, and at the latest, in the 
above mentioned term of eighteen 
months, and shall also he commu- 
nicated to the Imperial Court of 
Russia, and considered as an in- 
tegral part of the present (Conven- 
tion. 

Art. G. In virtue of the express 
.stipulations of tlie lOlh article of 
the treaty of Rncharest, in relation 
to all the affairs and claims of the 
respective subjects, which had 
been suspended by the events 'hf 
the war, not having been renewed 
and terminated ; also the credits 
which the respective subjects 
might have had the ond against 
the other, us well as against the 
Treasury, not having been exam- 
ined and regulated according to 
justice, and promptly and entirely 
liqiihlnted, it is agreed that all tho 
affairs and claims of Russian sub- 
jects, arising out of losses siis- 
taimul by them by the dcjircda- 
tions of pirates, tho confiscations 
made at the moment of tho rup- 
ture between the two courts in 
180G, ninl otlie.r acts of the sarno 
nature, comprising those *vlvWih 
have taken place since the year 
IH21, shall give place to an cqui-‘ 
table liipiidation and indcmniGca-'' 
tion. 'I'o that effect, there .shall 
1)0 mimcil without delay, on the 
pari of both courts, Commission- 
ers to verify the nature and extent 
of the losses, and flx upon tKe 
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amount of indemnification. All 
the labours of the Commissioners 
shall terminate, and the sum at 
which the indemnifications above 
mentioned shall have been esti- 
mated, shall he remitt<Ml, in uross, 
to the Imperial LeLMlion of Kiis- 
sia at Cunstantiiiople, within the 
term of ei.jiiteen months from the 
date of the ratification of the pre- 
sent Convention. There sh dl al- 
so bejibserved an erpial n'cipro- 
rity towards the sul)ji‘Cts of ilie 
Sublime Porte 

Art. 7. ^ he reparation of 

damages caused to the siibjiTis 
and merchants of the Imperial 
('oiirt tif llii'isia, hv the corsairs 
of the regencies of Aliiiers, Tunis, 
and Tripoli ; and the full and «‘n- 
tire execution of the stip»dalion> <»f 
the treaty of eommeree and of th * 
7lh article of the treaty of .las>v, 
UcTiig strictly ohligatoiy upon the 
Siihlime Porte, in virtue of the ex- 
press clauses of the 1.2th article of 
the treaty of Bucharest, which, 
conjoinfly with the Jd article, re- 
new ami confirm all tlio anterior 
transactions — the Sublimr Porte 
solemnly reiterates the promise to 
fulfil hereafter, with (he most scru- 
pulous fidelity, all its engaLienients 
in that respect. In coiisecpieiice : 

Isi. The Sublime Porte will use 
all its endeavours to prevent the 
corsairs of the Uegencies of Bar- 
bary, under any pretext whatever, 
from disturbing the commerce or 
tiic navigation of Uussia ; and in 
'•asejji depredations on llieir part, 
of which the Porte shall have been 
> informed, it engages to cause resti- 
tution to he made without delay, 
of all the prizes niade*by the said 
corsairs, to indemnify the Hussian 
subjects for the losses they ,niay 
have sustained ; to ad,dress for 


that purpose a rigorous firman to 
the Regencies of Barbary, in a 
manner that will not rendtT it ne- 
cessary to repeal it a second lime ; 
and, in case the said firman should 
not have becMi executed, to pay 
the amount of the indenmity from 
the Impeiiid treasure, within the 
term of two months, as specified 
in the 7lh article of the Treaty of 
Ja«<sy, from the d.iy of the recla- 
mation which shall have been made 
of tin* projierty, by the Russian Mi- 
nistiT, with the verification which 
ihall h ive het-n taken. 

1?»1. Tin* Suhlime Porb* promi- 
ses to observe ri'uiroiisly, ;dl the 
roiidilions of the said 'I'leaty of 
Commerce, to remove all tin; pro- 
hil'.itions conirary to tlie express 
tt'iior of its '‘lipidations, to placi? 
no ntln r .shackles iij)on the free 
na\i‘:ali4)i) of ve.'-sels under the* 
Russian thi'jf, in all the sea.s and 
waters of ihe Oituman Empire, 
without any e.xcepiiou. In a word, 
to permit the merchants, captains, 
and all the subji'cis of Russia in 
jit'iieial, 10 enjoy the ndvaiYlnges 
ai.d jirtToualis i.-^, as well as the 
entire liberty ttf commerce, which 
are formally slipulatcil by the trea- 
ties existing between the two I’m- 
piies. 

od. (’nnformahly to the 1st ar- 
tichMjftlie 'Preaiy of Commerce, 
which stipnlaies in favour of all 
the snhjecis of Russia in general, 
the liberty of navicatioii and coin- 
iiierce in all the i^tatf s of the Sub- 
lime Porlv', either hv land or sea, 
and above all, where navig ition 
and rommerce may he (oiivenient 
to Russian subjects: and in virtue 
of the clauses of the olst and :l:!tli 
ilrlicles of llu'said tie.sly, which 
assure the free passage, by the 
canal "o? Constantinople, of Rus- 
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si.in morrh.int ships, loa(l»*d with 
provisions and other meroinin discs 
and product tons of Russia, or of 
otlier countries not snbjcct to the 
Ottoman Empire, a$ well as the 
free disposition of their provisions, 
merchandises and productions, the 
Sublime Porte promises to oppose 
no obstacle nor prevention to Rus> 
sian vessels, laden with wheat or 
other provisions, at their arrival 
in the canal of Constantinople, 
W'hcre they may rc-$hip their car- 
goes into other vessels whether 
Russian, or those of other foreign 
nations',' to be tran-^poiied out of 
the States of the Sublime Porte. 

4th. The Suhlime Pt>rte accepts 
the good ofiices of the Imperial 
Court of Riissia for the purpose 
of according, alter former exam- 
ples, the entry of the Black Sea to 
the vessels of I’owers fritmdly to 
the Ottoman riovernmeut, who 
have not yet obtained that privi- 
lege, in such a manner that the 
Russian roinmerce of importati<»n 
may not, by the means of those 
vessels, and their exporiuiion of 
Russian products, suffer any in- 
jiiry. 

Art. 6. The present Conven- 
tion, serving for the eclaircisse- 
ment and completion of (he treaty 
of Bucharest, to he ratified by His 
Majesty the Emperor and Padis- 
chah of all the Riissias, and by 
His Majesty the Emperor and 
Padischah of the Ottomans, by 
means of solemn ratifications, at- 
tested by their proper signatures, 
according to usage, which shall be 
exchanged by the respective Ple- 
nipotentiaries, within the term of 
four weeks, or sQoncr if possible, 
counting from the day of the con- 
clusion of the present Coii,vention. 

Done at Ackerman,* the 25th 
September, 1826. 


[This Convention has been ra- 
tified by His Majesty the Empe- 
ror.] 

11 . 

Separate Act relative to the Prin- 

cii)alities of J^oldavia and 

irullachia. 

In the name of Almighty God 
— The Hospodars of Moldavia 
and Walhicliia being chosen from 
among the native Boyars, their 
election shall hereafter be made, 
in each of these Provinces, accord- 
ing to the consent and approbation 
of the Sublime Porte, by tlie f^e- 
neral Assembly of tlie Divan, con- 
formably to the ancient usages of 
the country. 

The Boyars of the Divan of 
each province, as represiMilalives 
of the country, and with the gene- 
ral accord of tin* inliahitants shall 
make choice for the office of 11^5.- 
podar, or one of the Boyars, most 
ancient and most capable to sus- 
tain the charge, and present to 
the Sublime Porte, by a petition 
(Arz. Malisar) the elected candi- 
date, who, should the election bo 
agreed to by the Sublime Porte, 
shall be named Hospodar, and 
receive his investiture. If, from 
grave reasons, the nomination of 
the elected candidate shall he found 
not to conform with the desires of 
the Sublime Porte, in that case, 
after those grave reasons shall 
have been proved by the two 
Courts, it shall be permitted to 
recommend to the Boyars to pro- 
ceed to the election of 
competent person. 

The term of the Administra-* 
tion of the, Hospodars shall remain ' 
for ever fixed, as formerly, at seven 
years, complete and entire, dating 
froM the day of their nomination ; 
anfl they cannot be deposed befote 
the end of that term*. If, durifig 
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the course of their administration, 
they commit any act of delinquen* 
cy, the Sublime Porte shall inform 
• the Ministcrof Russia, when, after 
\ verification made by both parties, 
it shall be established that the 
lluspodar has Actually been guilty 
of any crime, his deposition shall 
be permitted; and in this case 
only. 

The Ilospodars who shall have 
served their term of seven years 
\nthout having given, either to the 
two courts, or to the country, any 
legitimate or serious subject of 
complaint, may be named anew for 
seven additional years, if the de- 
mand shall be made to the Sub- 
lime Porte, by the Divans of the 
provinces, and if the consent of 
the inhabitants shall have been ma- 
nifested in iheir favour. 

If it should happen that one of 
the Hospodars should abdicate be- 
fore the close of the period of 
seven years, in consequence of 
age, sickness, or any other reason, 
the Sublime Porte shall give no- 
tice to the Court of Russia, and 
the abdication may lake place by 

a previous agreement of the two 
courts. 

All Hospodars, who shall have 
been deposed after liaving finished 
their term, or who shall have ab- 
dicated, shall incur the loss of their 
title, and may re-enter the class of 
Boyars, on condition of remaining 
peaceable and tranquil, but with- 
out'power, either again to become 
OlbQLbej[|i of the Divan, or to fill 
any public function, and without 
•power to be re-elected Hospodars. 

The sons of the deposed or ab- 
dicated Hospodars m;ty reserve 
the quality of Boyars, may occupy 
the oflices of the country, aiic[ be 
elected Hospodars. 

Jn case of. the deposition, abdi 


cation, or deatli of a Ifuspodar, up 
to*tlie time wlieii a successor shall 
be appointed, the administration 
of the vacant principality may be 
confided to tiie Cainiacams, named 
by the Divan of the said princi- 
pality. 

The Hatti-Chcrif of 1802, hav- 
ing ordained the abolition pf the 
imposts, rents, and requisitions, in- 
troduced subsequent to the year 
1198 (1783,) the respective Hos- 
podars, shall determine and fix 
the imposts and the annual charges 
o[ Moldavia and VVallachia, taking 
fur niieir basis the regulations 
which have been established in 
the llatti-Cherif ,of 1802. The 
lIos))odars shall, in no case, be 
allowed to alter the strict acenm- 
plisliment of that disposition. 
They siiall have regard to the re- 
prest Illations of the Minister of 
his Imperial Majesty, and to those 
wiiicli the Consuls of Russia may 
address to them, as well upon that 
subject, as upon the maintenance 
of the privileges of the country, 
and speriaily upnii the ofiseA’a- 
tiuD of the clauses and articles in- 
serted in the present act. * 

The Hospodars, iu concert with 
the respective Divans, siiall fix in 
each province the number of Bech- 
lis according to tliat which existed 
before the troubles of 1 82 1 : That 
number once fixed, may not be 
augmented under any pretext, 
short of an urgent necessity, re- 
cognised hv both parties. It is, 
also, agreed, that tlie Bechlis shall 
continue to he formed anil organ- 
ized a» they were before the trou- 
bles of ISO! ; that their Agas shall 
confinue to be chosen and ap- 
pointed accordinl^ to the mode fol- 
lowed previous to that epoch ; 
and, 6nAlly, that the Bechlis and 
heir Agas shall never he allowed 
29 
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to fill any othor functions than 
(hose for which they w’erc origi- 
nally instituted, without power to 
mix with the affairs of the country, 
or permission to perform any other 
action. 

The usurpations committed up- 
on the territories of Moldavia and 
Wailachia, on the coast of Ihrail, 
Ghierghiova, and Coule, and be- 
yond the Oita, shall be restored to 
the proprietors; and there shall 
be fixed for the said restitution a 
term in the firmans relative there- 
to, which shall be addressed to 
those wPiom it may concern. 

Those of the B<»yars of Molda- 
via and Wailachia, who, solely in 
consequence of the late troubles, 
were forced to quit their Cinintry, 
are permitted freely to return, 
without being in any manm^r in- 
• quieted, and to enter into the full 
and entire enjoyment of their 
rigbt.s, prerogatives, goods, and 
properties, as formerly. 

The Sublime Porte, in regard to 
the evils which have weighed up-’ 
on Moldavia and Wailachia, in 
consequence of the late tronbif's, 
grants to them an exemption for 
two years, from the tributes and 
rents due to the Government. At 
the expiration of the term of ihn 
above mentioned exemption, the 
said tribnt«*.s and rents sliall b<> ac- 
quitted by a tax fixed by the llal- 
ti-Cherif of 1802, and which can- 
not he augmented in any case 
whatever. The Sublime Porie 
accords equally to the inhabitants 
of the two principalities, the liber- 
ty of commerce in all the produc- 
tions of their soil and of their indus- 
try, of which they may dispo.se in 
such manner as may (qq)eRr good 
to themselves, save the restrictions 
exacted on one part by^the remit- 
lances due annually to the Sublime 


Porte, of which these provinces are 
the granaries ; ami on the other by 
the supply of the country. All 
the dispositions of the llatti-Cherif 
of 1802, relative to these remit- 
tances, to their regular acquittance 
at the current price according to 
wliieh they shall be paid, and the 
fixation of which shall appertain 
to tin? respective Divans — shall be 
reinstated in full force, and observ- 
ed for tlie future with scrupulous 
exactness. 

The Boyars shall be bound to 
execute the orders of the Ilospo- 
dars, and to act toward them with- 
in the bjiunds of perfect submis- 
sion. On their part, the IIospo- 
dars are not [lennitted to act in an 
arbitrary manner towards the Bo- 
yars, nor to subject them to un- 
merited punisliinents, or unless 
they have comiuiued some fault 
which shall have been pro^d. 
And, in the latter case, they shall 
not he subjected to the penalties 
until after having been judged con- 
furinably to the laws ami usages 
of the country. 

The troubles which have taken 
place in late years in Moldavia 
and Wailtrhia, having been pro- 
ductive of tlie most grave injury 
to ord(’r, in the divers branches of 
till' internal administration, the 
Hospodars are enjoined to occupy 
llinuselves without the least delay, 
with their n*speciive Divans, in 
taking ineasiires necessary to amc- 
liorati? till* .situation of the princi- 
palities confided to tlif?ir rare 
lli«*se measures shall have ftV their 
obji*ct ii general regulation for. 
each province, which shall he put. 
ill immediate execution. 

All othiT rig lit. s and privileges 
of the principalities of Moldavia 
am! Wailachia, and all the Eiatti- 
Cherifs, which concern them, shall 
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he maintained and observed, so 
far as tliey are not modified by the 
present act. 

To this eflfect, we the under- 
sigiied, Plenipotentiaries of his 
Majesty tlie Emperor and Pudis- 
cah of all tlie • liussias, invested 
with full and sovereij^n power, in 
concert with tlie Plenipotentiaries 
of the Sublime Ottoman Porte, 
have decreed and regulated the 
points above enumerated, which 
are 'the consequences of the third 
article of the Treaty of Bucharest, 
concluded in eight articles, in the 
conferences at Ackerman, between 
ns and the Ottoman Plenipoten- 
tiaries. 

In consequence, the present se- 
]>arate Act has been revised, at- 
tested by our seals and sionatures, 
and delivered into the hands of the 
Plenipotentiaries of the Sublime 
Poi te. 

Hone at Ackm-man, on the I’oth 
Sept. ISi-’O. 

Count M. Woiiokzow, (l. s.) 

Kijjeauimeurk. (l. s.) 

III. 

Separate Act rrlatire to Serda, 

In the name of Almighty Cod. — 
Tile Sublime Porte, with the sole 
intention to fiilfd faithfully the sti- 
pulations of the eighth article of 
the ^Preaty of Bucharest, having 
heretofore permitted the Servian 
Deputies at Constantinople to pre- 
sent to it. the demands of their na- 
tion, upon the most expedient 
qMll^ures for the establishineiit of 
the safefy and well-being of their 
jcountry, those deputies having ex- 
■pressed in their petitions the views 
of the People relative toVveral of 
those objects, such as the liberty 
of worship, the choice of tljeir 
chiefs, the re-union of the districts 
detached froip Servia,’the cliange 


of various imposts into one only, 
the abandonment to the Servian! 
of the administration over proper- 
ty belonging to Mussulmen, the 
payment of the revenue, together 
with the tribute, the liberty of 
commerce, the permission to Ser- 
vian merchants to trade in the Ot- 
toman Stales, with th6ir proper 
passports, the establishment of 
hospitals, schools, and printing-of- 
fices, and finally, the prohibition 
to Mussulmen, other than those ap- 
pertaining to the garrisons, to es- 
tajilish themselves in Servia : In 
the lAeanwhile, although ufcupied 
in verifying and regulating the ar- 
ticles above nicntiyned, certain dif- 
ficulties have occurred to produce 
their adjournment ; but the Sub- 
lime Porte, persisting at the pre- 
sent time, in tlie firm resolution to 
giant to the Servian nation the ad- 
vantages stipulated in the eighth 
article of the Treaty of Bucharest, 
will regulate in concert with the 
Servian Deputies at Constairtino- 
pie, the deniamls above mention- 
ed, of tlial faithful and submis^ve 
nation, as well as all others which 
it may present tlu oiioli the Servian 
deputies, and which shall not be 
contrary to the qualities of sub- 
jects of the Ottoman Empire. 

The Sublime Porte will inform 
the Tmjierial Court of Russia of 
the execution of the righlh article 
of the Treaty of Bucharest, and 
also comniuiiicate the firman, ac- 
coiiipaiiieJ by the llatti-Cherif, 
by which the above mentioned ad- 
vantages shall he accorded. 

We»ihc undersigned, Plenipo- 
tentiaries of his Majesty the Em- 
peror and Padischah of all the 
Russins, iiivestefl with full and 
sovereign powers, in concert with 
the Pleftipotentiaries of the Sub- 
lime Ottoman Porte, have dc- 
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creed and regulated, in regard to 
the Servians, the points here men- 
tioned, which are provided for by 
the fifth article of the Convention, 
explanatory and confirming the 
Treaty of Bucharest, concluded in 
eight articles, in tiie conferences 
of Ackerman, between us and the 
Plenipyotentiaries of the Ottomans. 

In consequence, the present se- 
parate act has been revised, at- 
tested by our seals and signatures, 
and delivered into the hands of the 
Plenipotentiaries of the Sublime 
Porte. 

Dona at Ackerman, the J5th 
Sept. 1826. 

C. M. WOVONZOW, (i... s.' 

RiBEAUFisaaR. (l. 8.. 

TREATY FOR THE SETTLEMENT 
OF GREECE. 

In the name of the most Holy 
and undivided Trinity. — flis Ma- 
jesty the King of the United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
his Majesty the King of France 
and^Nmrre, and his Majesty the 
Emperor of all the Kussias, pene- 
trated with the necessity of putting 
an end to the sanguinary contest 
which by delivering up the Greek 
provinces and the isles of the Ar- 
chipelago to all the disorders of 
anarchy, produces daily fresh im- 
pediments to the commerce of the 
European States, and gives occa- 
sion to piracies which not only ex- 
pose the subjects of the high 
contracting parties to considera- 
ble losses, but besides render ne- 
cessary burdensome measures of 
protection and repression; his 
Majesty the King of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and his Majesty the King 
of France and Navarre, haF/iog be* 
sides received, on the part of the 


Greeks, a pressing request to in- 
terpose their mediation with the 
Ottoman Porte, and being, as well 
as his Majesty the Emperor of all 
the Riissias, animated by the de- 
sire of stopping the effusion of 
blood, and of arresting the evils of 
all kinds which might arise from 
the continuance of such a state of 
things, have resolved to unite 
their efforts, and to regulate the 
operations thereof by a formal 
Treaty, with the view of re-estab- 
lishing peace between the contend- 
ing parties by means of an arrange- 
ment which is called for as much 
by humanity as by the interest of 
the reposo of Europe. 

Wherefore they have nominated 
their Plenipotentiaries to discuss, 
agnte upon, and sign the said 
Treaty — 

Who, after having communica- 
ted their full powers, and found 
the same in good and due form, 
agreed upon the following arti- 
cles ; — 

Art. 1. The contracting pow- 
ers will offer to the Ottoman Porto 
their mediation, with the view of 
bringing about a reconciliation be- 
tween it and the Greeks. 

This offer of mediation shall be 
made to this power immediately 
after the ratifiention of the treaty, 
by means of a collective declara- 
tion signed by tho Plenipotentia- 
ries of the allied Courts at Con- 
stantinople ; and there shall, bo 
made at the same time, to the tM^o 
contending parties, a deWand ot * 
an immediate armistice between, 
them, as a preliminary condition, 
indtspensihle to the opening of 
any negotiation. 

Art. 2. The arrangement to be 
proposed to tho Ottoman PortOi 
shell rest on tho foUowing 
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aes : — The Greeks shall hold of 
'the Sultan as of a ^superior lord ; 
and in consequence of this supe- 
riority, they shall pay to the Otto- 
man Empire an annual tribute 
{relief,) the amount of whicli shall 
be fixed once*lor all, by a common 
ajjreement. They shall be jrov- 
erned by the authorities wiiorn 
they shall themselves choose and 
nominate, hut in the nomination of 
whom the Porte shall have a de- 
■'termiried voice. 

To hrin;^ about a complete se- 
paration between the individuals 
of the two nations, and to prevent 
the collisions which arc fho inevi- 
table consequence of so Ion*? a 
struggle, the Greeks shall enter 
upon the possession of the Turk- 
ish property situated cither on the 
continent or in the isles of (i recce, 
on the condition of indemnifying 
the former proprietors, either by 
the payment of an annual sum, to 
be added to the tribute m IucIi is to 
bo paid to the Portes or by soino 
other transaction of the same na- 
ture. 

Art. 3. The details of this ar- 
rangement, as well as the limits of 
the territory on the continent, and 
the designation of the islands of 
the Archipelago to which it shall 
^be applicable, shall be settled in a 
subsequent negotiation between 
the high powers and the two con- 
tending parties. 

. Art. 4. The contracting pow- 
ers engage to follow up the salu- 
tary “Vork of the pacification of 
Greece on the bn8c.s laid down in 
the preceding articles, and to fur- 
nish without the least delay their 
representatives at Constantinople 

• Suzerain is the term used,* it be- 
longs to the feudal lifw, and signifies 
•Tord Paranfouat. 


with all the instructions which are 
necessary for the execution of the 
treaty now sijned. 

Art. 5. The contracting pow - 
ers will not seek in these arrange- 
ments any angmentation of terri- 
tory, any exclusive influence, any 
commercial advantage lor their 
subjects, which the subjects of any 
other nation may not equally ob- 
tain. 

Art. 6. The arrangements of 
reconciliation and peace, which 
shall be definitively agreed upon 
J)clween the contending parties, 
sh/lll be guranteed by sych of the 
signing ‘powers as shall judge it 
useful or possible to contract the 
obligation : the mode of the elft'Cts 
of this guarantee shall become the 
object of snbs»*qnent stipulations 
between the high powers. 

Aut. 7. The present Treaty 
shall he ratified, and the ratitica- 
tions shall be exclianged in two 
months, or sooner if possible. 

In laith whereof, the reifpective 
Plenipotentiaries have signed, and 
sealed it with their arms. 

Done at London, July^ 6, 1827. 
DUDLEy, 
POLIGNAC. 

LI EVEN. 

JhUUtional and secret Article. 

Ill case that the Ottoman Porto 
docs not accept, witliiri tlie space 
of one month, the mediation 
which shall be proposed, the liigh 
contracting parties agree upon* 
the following measure ; — 

1^ It shall be declared, by their 
representatives at Coustantinoplo 
td the Porte, that the inconvenien- 
•(!cs and evils* pointed out in the 
public treaty as inseparable from 
the skk\p of things subsisting in the 
East for the lust six years, and 



ANNUAL KEGISTER, 192G— 27. 


230] 

the termination of which, through 
tiie means at the disposal of the 
Sublime Porte, appears still re- 
mote, impose upon the high con- 
tracting parties the necessity of 
taking immediate measures for an 
approximation with the Greeks. 

It is to bo understood that tins 
approximation shall be brought 
about by establishing commercial 
relations with the Greeks, by 
sending to them for that purpose, 
and receiving from them, Consu- 
lar agents, so long us there shall 
exist among them authorities, 
capable of maintaining such rela- 
tions. 

2. If within tlvc said term of 
one month, the Porte do not ac- 
cept the armistice proposed in the 
first article of the public treaty, or 
if the Greeks refuse to execute it, 
the high contracting power.s 
shall declare to that one of the 
two contending parties which 
shall wish to continue hostilitie.s, 
or to berth if such become neces- 
sary, that the said lugli contract- 
ing powers intend to exert all the 
means wliich circumstances may 
suggest to their prudence to ob- 
tain the immediate rilect of the 
armistice, the execution of which 
they desire, by preventing, in as 
far as may be in their power, all 
collision between the contending 
parties, and, in fact, immediately 
after the aforesaid declaration, 
the high contracting powers will 
conjointly employ all their means 
in the accornidishmcnt of the ob- 
ject thereof, without, however, 
taking any part in the hostilities 
between the two contending par- 
ties. 


In consequence, the high con- 
tracting powers will, immediately 
after the signature of the present 
additional and secret article, trans- 
mit eventual instructions confor- 
mable to the provisions above set 
forth, to the admirals commanding 
their squadron in the seas of the 
Levant. 

3. Finally, if, contrary to all 
expectation, these measures do 
not yet sullice to induce the adop- 
tion by the Ottoman Porte of the 
propositions made hy tho high 
contracting powers, or if, on tho 
other hand, tlie Greeks renounce 
tile conditions stipulated iu their 
favour in the treaty of this day, 
the high contracting powers will, 
ueverlhelcss, continue to prose- 
cute the work of pacification on 
the bases agreed upon between 
them ; and, in conse(|ucncc they 
aulliori/.c from this lime forward 
their representatives in London to 
discuss and determinate the ulte- 
rior measures to which it rnay 
become necessary to resort. 

The present additional and 
secret article sliall have the same 
force and value as if it had been 
inserted, word for word, in the 
treaty of this day. It shall be rati- 
fied, and the ratifications thereof 
shall be exchanged, at the same, 
lime a.s those of the said Treaty. 

In faith whereof, the respective 
Plenipotentiaries have signed it, 
and have thereto affixed the seals 
of their arms. 

Done at London, thisGtlfVj^ 
of July, in the year ofGrace 1827. 
DUDLEY, 
POLIGNAC, 
LIEVEN. 



TRIALS AND LAW PROCEEDINGS, 


erastus root rs. ciiaui.es king ano .iomnston vKr.ri.ANc k. 


- ■ Tins was an artinn upon tiiC 
casn for an alloj^cd libel published 
by the defendants, on the twenty- 
fifth of Aii^oist, oightijcn hundred 
and twenty-four, in a newspaper 
called the “ New-Vuik Ann> 
riean,” of whieh ibey were the 
editors, and as it mnterially con- 
cerns the froeduinof the press, we 
shall insert the proceedings at 
length. 

The publirntion eoniplained of 
was ns follows, vi/. : 

“ Luvivnani (iaiurnor Rnol , — 
It has been denied, wo under- 
stand, iby the Argus, (for having 
been unavoidably absent tor some 
time, we have not seen that paper) 
in answ'cr to some strictures on 
the subject in an Albany paper, 
that on the afternoon of his fjuiious 
decision of order, Mr. Hoot was 
intoxicated, and tlic (diarge. is 
treated as enhimnions. Of the 
assurance, of the audacity of the 
Argus, in suppressing truth ty^d in- 
venting falsehood, wo have had 
too many proofs to bo surpriz<’d 
*'4k*iatj[p this instance it lias followed 
its natural bias : but wo arc sur- 
prized that common policy which 
would prevent a Munchausen hini- 
solf from assorting wlial hundreds 
of witnesses on the sjiot stood rea- 
lly to disprove, had not, oji this 
m'casion, restrained their erring 
.nature. • 


** 'I’he facts are shortly these : 
\Vc sp(?ak only what wc saw, and 
as it is a matter of some public 
•c(yicern, that the jiresidiiig ofliccr 
of our S/;nate shoubl n«A continue 
to be what Mr. Hoot is, we speak 
without hesitation or reserve. 

“ 'riie house fil'Asacmldy having 
sent U) the Senate tlie resolution 
deelaring ilu* exp(ulienev of pass- 
ing. at the then ses.-ion, an Fdccto- 
riil Law. it was aiilicipated that 
some interesiing proceedings 
would, in con.scrpKiicc, be had 
in that body. Accordingly, when 
it met at tive o’clock in the after- 
noon, to which hour it Iflid jn the 
forenoon, previously to the pas- 
sage of the resolution u> the As- 
sembly, aiijournc-d, a great eon- 
eonrsc of citizens, and of stran- 
gers, from all parts of our country, 
crowded its floor, luhhiis and gal- 
lery. Wbeutlio Licuteiiaiil (Jov- 
ernnr. at the hour named, advan- 
ced through the centre, of the 
apartment towards his chair, there 
was in his appearance, manner, 
and walk, somelliing that e.xciled’ 
every one's observation. He reach- 
ed kls station, however, ami call- 
ing the members to order, inform- 
e*d them that there was a message 
•from the A^.-Jcmhly, which the 
clerk then read. dead silence. 
ensn^K Lieutenant (lovernor 
Root, liohling on to each arm of 



232] 


ANNUAL RK^ISTEK, 1S26— 27. 


hi« chair, looked round with in- 
Haincd luce, witli blood>.shot eye&, 
and half open mouth, and with nn 
expression altogether so stolid 
and drunken, as in any other .situa- 
tion, and under other circumstan- 
ces, could not have failed to ex- 
cite the derision of all present. 

“ He was evi«lcntly expecting 
some motion previously concerted, 
probably in order to enable him to 
pour forth the diatribe with which 
he was labouring ; but none such 
was made, and he therefore was 
compelled to remark, < the chair 
has no observations to olTor un- 
less some motion be proposed.’ 
— Thereupon, it svas moved by 
Mr. Burt, we believe, at any rate 
by some one opposed to tl\e fac- 
tion, * that the Senate concur in 
the resolution sent from the As- 
sembly.* 

** This furnished the spark to 
the cornbu.stiblos smouldering in 
the breast of the Liouten'int. Gov- 
ernor; instantly ho essayed to 
rise, end by the all-important aid 
of the arms of his chair and Ids 
desk in front, he did rise and .«tood 
for a moment, as if in preparation, 
silent before several hundred of 
his fcllow-citi/.ens, an object, 
from his appearance and manner, 
we will venture to say, of loathing 
and disgust to every unprejudiced 
man among thetn — unwashed, un- 
shaven, haggard, the tobacco 
juice trickling from the corners of 
‘his mouth to be wiped away with 
his coat sleeve — with unsteady 
footing, this second officer of the 
great State of New-Vork, com- 
menced bis address to the Sen.ite. 
It is known tliat the presiding of- 
ficer of this body has no other 
than a casting vote, and rd right 
at all to speak. Ho may, how- 


ever, assign reasons for any de- 
cision he makes, and under (bis 
shallow pretext, Mr. lluol uttered 
a long and laboured vindication, 
not only of the course he was 
about to take in declaring the mo- 
tion for concurrence' out of order ; 
but of the whole course of proceed- 
ings of iho Senate ; and then 
launched forth into a regular phi- 
lippic against the Governor and 
Assembly, whom he charged. wJlh 
vying with each other in the race 
of popularity. It was the lia- 
rangue of an intemperate dema- 
gogue blind with passion and rurn. 
As such it was heard by all impar- 
tial men : and our only astonish- 
ment was, that (he respectable 
inemliers of the &*onate could sit 
still and permit their presiding oflfi- 
cer thus to disgrace himself and 
thorn. He should have boon rai- 
led to order and compelled to sit 
down. He was doing what he 
hud no more riglit to do than any 
.grovelling sot from (lie public ken- 
nel. lie was out of order in presu- 
ming to address the Senate at all ; 
but to address them in his then 
state, and in the terms he did, was 
outraging all order, decency and 
forbearance. 

“ It grieves us to be obliged to 
add, that the decision made by 
this man, iu this condition, was, 
on appeal, ratified by nineteen 
members of the Senate, among 
whom were such men as E. I*. 
Livingston, A. Bronson, J. Lg f^L 
forts — men of honour, of cfiarnc- 
ter, of property, and of education. 
It is himentahlc to think that such 
men should, through the spirit of 
party, have been induced to adopt 
such a eoiirse. That the mere 
‘ enttio’ of faction, the Wheelers, 
the Strnnahans, and their fellows, 
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-should bow ill acquiescence to 
whatsoever their belching idol 
might dictate, does not astonish 
nor pain us ; but that such indi- 
viduals as those mentioned above, 
should follow tin tho same blind 
path, did, we confess, excite both 
our astoiiisliincrit and our regret. 
Well, indeed, has General Jack- 
son denominated * party spirit a 
monster,’ if such be its necessary 
fruits.” 

Before issue was joined in this 
cause, a motion was made on be- 
half of the defendants in the Su- 
preme Court, to change the venue 
from the county of Delaware to 
the county of Vew-Vork or Al- 
bany, and the defendants stated 
there were ten material witnesses 
residing in tho former county, 
whose testimony was necessary 
for their defence, and a greater 
number in the latter county ; but 
the court retained the venue in 
Delaware, upon the aflilavit of 
the plairttifT, that he had more 
than ten material witnesses in 
Delaware, although he could not 
tell their names. 

The cause came on to bo tried 
before Judge Betts, at the Dela- 
ware circuit, on the thirteenth 
of Juno, eighteen hundred and 
twenty-six. The publication of 
the alleged libel was admitted by 
the defendants to have been made 
by them.- 

The defendants then offered, 
'wAJar the plea of general issue, 
accompanied with a notice of spe- 
cial matter in justification and ex- 
cuse, 

Henry Wheaton, Esquire, who 
stated that he was a member of 
tho Assembly in tho year eighteen 
hundred and twenty-four, and that 
hearing on the aflernoon of the 


fif^h of August, eighteen hundred 
and twenty-four, that the plaintiff 
was speaking in the Senate, he 
went into the Senate chamber to 
hear him. Upon the witness’ en- 
trance, he found the room much 
crowded, and the plaintiff was 
then speaking. He was deliver- 
ing a decision relative to a resolu- 
tion sent from the other branch of 
the legislature, declaring it expe- 
dient to pass a law giving the 
choice of Presidential Electors to 
tl^e People at the then session, 
and <in the opinion of the ^witness, 
the plaintiff was highly intoxicated. 
His face was indeed, his manner 
vehement and perplexed, and his 
dress very dirty and slovenly, 
even for him. Witness thought 
he hud nut been shaved that day. 
Plaintiff’s appearance was substan- 
tially as described In the publica- 
tion in question. Tho general 
conversation that evening where 
the witness was as to the plaititifiTs 
appearance and condition, was, 
that he was intoxicated. It was 
most generally said he was drunk. 
Tho witness stated that there was 
a diversity of opinion as to the 
merits of his decision, but none 
as to his condition — none denied 
that plaintiff' was intoxicated. 
Witness stated that plaintiff’s 
general character was that of an 
intemperate man. It is very gene- 
rally asserted by his political ene- 
mies. PlaintifTs counsel objected 
to the admission of tho testimony, 
but the court decided it admissi- 
ble. He had known him nine or 
ten years at Washington, been a 
member of tho, Convention with 
him, and a member of the Assem- 
bly in eighteen hundred and twen- 
ty-four, vAien plaintiff presided in 
the Senate. 
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Upon his cross examination, 
witness stated that he was at the 
bar of the Senate when plaintiff 
was speaking from the chair, 
and upon being asked if there was 
any thing remarkable in tlie plain- 
tiff’s mode of speaking, he an- 
swered in the affirmative, that his 
manner of speaking was hesiia- 
ting, perplexed and confused, and 
that his whole appearance was 
different from that which he exhi- 
bits when sober, and that when 
not in liquor, the plaintiff speaks 
slowly, butfluently and without he- 
sitation. Witness furllicr answer- 
ed, that he had y<3(;n of tlic satno 
political party witii plaintiff, though 
they differed as to the lute Presi- 
dential candidates, witness being 
opposed to J\Ir. Crawford, whom 
plaintiff supported. At said extra 
session a very strong excitement 
was prevailing. The iriends of 
Mr. Adamss, General «Jackson, 
and iilr. Clay, desired the passage 
of the. Electoral Law. iMany 
gentlemen were attending the le- 
gislature as advocates for the dif- 
ferent ^ presidential candidates. 
Charles King was there, and was 
a friend of Mr. Adams. The wit- 
ness was in favour of Mr. Adams. 
General Root was for Mr. Craw- 
ford, and was also a candidate for 
Lieutenant Governor. The Utica 
Convention had then been called 
by the friends of the Electoral 
Law to get up a nomination ad- 
rerse to General Root. 

Charles R. Webster was then 
aworn, on the part of the defen- 
dants, who stated, that after din- 
ner, on the fifth day of August, 
eighteen hundred and twenty- 
four, he went with two iriends of 
his who were strangers 'staying at 
bis house, to the Capitol, in Alba- 


ny. They 6rst went into the As- 
sembly chamber, and finding that 
body not in session, they went 
into the gallery of the Senate 
chamber. Witness was only able 
to crowd into the door of the gal- 
lery, where lie stood from six to 
eight minutes — camo in after the 
plaintiff had commenced speak- 
ing, and went out before he had 
concluded. When they entered 
the plaintiff was speaking. Wit- 
ness had long known the plaintiff, 
not intimately, but for many years 
hud been in the liahit of seeing 
him constantly, and has a distinct 
recollection t»f his peculiar man- 
ner on that afternoon. He be- 
lieved plaintiff then to he in a state 
of intoxication. Such was tho 
belief of the witness, who then 
spoke of it, and thinks he used the 
term drunkenness in speaking of 
his situation. The witness’ two 
friends coincided with him, and 
w'onl away offended at seeing the 
presiding officer of the h^iCiiato in 
such a state. This witness re- 
turned home and did not go out 
again that evening, but the next 
day it w'as generally and unequivo- 
cally said at Albany, that plaintiff 
was intoxicated the day before 
whde presiding over the Senate. 
Witness had been acquainted 
with plaintiff for many years, and 
hi* general character for tempe- 
rance was very unfavourable. 

Upon the cross examination, 
this w' if ness said, that hq (liA 
feel much interest in tho political 
topics then under discussion, and 
that he was too far oif to observe 
accurately the appearance of the 
plaintiff, hut tliought that his 
whole appearance and manner de- 
noted intoxication, though owing 
to his distance bo could not stoto. 



LAW CASES. 


[235 


. Jhe particulars. Witness lias, iin> 
til eighteen hundred and twenty- 
three, been editor of the Albany 
Gazette and Daily Adveriiscr, a 
federal paper, always opposed to 
General Koot and his politics. It 
is the same paper which is now 
printed by Hunter and Jlyckman, 
near the Slippery Elm, and which 
is still opposed to General Root. 

John Miller was then sworn, on 
the part of the defendants. He 
testified that he was in the Senate 
chamber in the afternoon of the 
fifth of August 1S24 — that his at- 
tention was first attracted to the 
plaintitr by his attempt to rise 
from his chair when he pronoun- 
ced his dcf'ision referred to by the 
other witnesses. He got up from 
his scat witli great dilficulty, by 
placing his hands on the chair and 
apparently relying upon them for 
support, and after getting up 
leaned f<ir support on the desk in 
front. His manner was that of 
an into-Vicated man. His face 
was highly coloured and Hushed, 
and the tobacco juice was oozing 
from his mouth — his dress was 
rather slovenly and his attitude un- 
steady. The uniform opinion at 
Albany was, that plaintifi* was 
drunk upon the occasion alluded 
to in the puhlication in question. 
Ho appeared to witness to be so, 
and he fully believed that he was 
so. 

Upon cross examination, tliis 
wftness .stated that he published a 
journal at Providence, Rhode-Is- 
’land, and that ho was in favour of 
Mr. Adams — that lio , sujiposed 
Mr. Adams’ friends were in fiivour 
of an Electoral Law — that lio did 
not come from Rhodc-I stand ns 
the agent for Mr. Adams’ friends, 
but that it 'was voluntary — that 


he had no consultation with Mr. 
Adams’ friends at Albany, as to 
their mode of proceeding, though 
he probably informed Mr. Whea- 
ton that Rhodc-Island would vote 
for Mr. Adams, and informed the 
plaintiff of the same tiling. Wit- 
ness’ paper was neutral in the old 
controversy between the federal- 
ists and democrats. He left Al- 
bany for Saratoga on the seventh 
of August, and met many persons 
who were with him in the Senate 
chamber, and they were ail of 
upiiMon that plaintiff was intoxica- 
ted at the time referred to in the 
said alleged libel^ 

Witness was attracted to Albany 
from motives of curiosity, and was 
there as a spectator and not as an 
actor — he never informed defen- 
dants that lie could give testimony • 
in their favour. Witness cannot 
recollect whereabouts ho w'os in 
tho Soiiato chamber — believes ho 
was opposite to the chair, but can- 
not tell whether he was qtanding 
or sitting. Being asked what Vas 
the difference between the ap- 
pearance of the plaintiff then and 
now, he answered, the difference 
between an intoxicated and sober 
man. Being asked what were 
the particulars of difference, he 
answered lliat he could not point 
out the distinctions — thinks his 
beard then was as long as one of 
the jurymen's. Witness chews 
tobacco, and sometimes spits out, 
and sometimes swallows the sa- 
liva. Witness, together with his 
friends, expressetl disapprobation 
of the decision made by the plain- 
tilf, but exhibited im irritation. 
PfaintilV’s general conduct was 
then strongly disapproved of. Wit- 
ness pulflished a shoit article in 
his paper in Providence, in relation 
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to the plaintiff’s decision and f^p- 
pearance, and re-published an ar- 
ticle from the Slippery Kim paper 
on the same subject ; but did not 
copy plaintiiPs decision as report- 
ed in the Argus. The opinion ex- 
pressed among those with whom 
witness associated, was, that the 
plaintiff was intoxicated. 

William B. Lawrence was next 
introduced as a witness, and testi- 
6ed that he, was in the Senate 
Chamber the afternoon of the ffllh 
of August, eighteen hundred and 
twenty-four ; that he did nai ob- 
serve the plaintiff enter the room, 
nor did ho attend particularly to 
his appearance, his attention being 
then occupied in taking notes of 
plaintiff’s remarks upon the ques- 
tion before the Senate. From 
his manner, and from his hesitan- 
cy and difficulty of speech, witness 
was impressed with the idea that 
plaintiff was intoxicated. This 
was "the general impression at 
Albany at the time, where the 
conduct of the plaintiff was the 
subject of general conversation. 
Witness took tea at Cruttendeii’s 
that evening with many persons of 
both parties. There was much 
discussion concerning what had 
transpired in the Senate on the 
afternoon of that day, and great 
difference of opinion as to the 
merits of plaintitTs decision, but 
none as to his intoxication at the 
time of making it. 

Messrs. Stranahan, Bowne, 
Skinner, Van Burcii, 0. Hoff- 
man, and C. King, were present, 
and participated in the conversa- 
tion. 

Upon cross examination, wit- 
ness said that T. L. Smjth, presi- 
dent of the City Bank, m the city 
of New-York, and Ogden Uoffi 


man, among others, said at the. 
time, that plaintiff was intoxicated. 
Witness was formerly connected 
with one of the defendants, they 
having married sisters. They 
did not meet by agreement at Al- 
bany, nor stay at the same house. 
C. King boarded at Cruttenden’s, 
and witness resided at (joyernor 

Yates’. 

The journals of the Senate and 
of the house were here introduced 
to shew the course of proceedings 
in the Legislature at the extra ses- 
sion in August, and the decision 
of the plaintiff on tho point of or- 
der was read in evidence by Mr. 
Croswell, from a copy of the Al- 
bany Argus. 

Charles £. Dudley was then 
sworn on the part of the plaintiff, 
and testified that he was a Sena- 
tor in 1824 — became a Senator in 
1819, and was in his place in the 
affernooD of the 5th of August, 
1S24, and heard the Lieutenant 
Governor pronounce hib opinion 
on the question of order. His 
recollections of it compared with 
the statement given by Mr. Cros- 
well from tho Argus. The plain- 
tiff delivered his opinion slowly 
and clearly — slower than is usual 
with him in debate— with great 
ease and precision, and was und- 
siially choice in the selection of 
his words. Witness sat directly 
opposite the plaintiff and near the 
chair, and did not discover' any 
thing in his appearance .or dfoss 
remarkable or extraordinary : there 
was nothing in his manner or mat- 
ter that, indicated, to his under- 
standing, that the plaintiff was at 
all disguised by liquor, or that he 
was not in possession of all his 
faculties — believes he was as 
sober then ss he is now. -Thei 
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witness said he had been ac- 
quainted with General Hoot for 
many years, and intimately. On 
that day the weather was very 
warm, the room crowded, and 
there was a ^rcat press on the 
Senate. Witness resides in the 
city of Albany, and has for many 
years past— never heard, at that 

time, the charge of the plantift*’a 
being intoxicated on that occasion, 
otherwise than in the newspaper. 
There was great excitement in re- 
lation to the decision, and the 
points of the decision were freely 
attacked and defended. 

Upon cross examination, \\it‘ 
ness said the plaintiff’s general 
charactfT for temperance, and 
particularly among his enemies, 
was unfav(jurahlc. Defendant’s 
council then asked witness as to 
his experience of the plaintiff’s 
temperance or intemperance. He 
replied, that he had frequently 
met the plaintiff as his personal 
and pohtical friend, together with 
other gentlemen, at dinner and 
other convivial parties, where, as 
is usual, he might have partaken 
of liquor, and to a similar degree 
with witness and other gentlemen, 
and b(%n excited by it. On being 
asked if ho had over seen him 
drunk he answered he never had. 
The counsel then asked witness if 
he would swear that lie had jiever 
seen the plaintiff drunk or intoxi- 
cated. Witness inquired what de- 
finition he was to understand 
tliem as putting on the term. The 
court said the witness might give 
his own definition and answer ac- 
cordingly. The witness said, ho 
presumed drunkenness to mean an 
incapacity to command the iacul- 
ttes, to behave in a manner un- 
. worthy a gentleman, to be little 


short of a beast. He had never 
seen the plaintiff intoxicated. 
They asked it he hud not seen the 
plaintiff excited by liquor. Wit- 
ness said ho had no particular re- 
collection. He had never seen 
him so in the Senate, where he 
had been with him twn years. He 
was then asked if he would swear 

that he had never seen the plain- 
tiff excited by liquor. Witness 
answered, that he would not swear 
so in relation to any gentleman of 
his acquaintance, and repeated 
thr.t he h.'id met the plaintiff at 
dinner and evening parties, where 
ho might have partaken liquor, 
and no*doiibt did ; but that be can- 
not say that ho was ever more ex- 
cited than himself or the other 
gentlemen. He always had per- 
fect command of his bodily and 
mental faculties, and behaved like 
a gentleman. He was then ask- 
ed if the plaintiff was not, on those 
convivial occasions, moro often 
excited than otherwise. Upon 
being asked whether, bn those 
occasions, plaintiff was more often 
excited than otherwise*, witness 
replied, that he did not understand 
the drift of the question, and upon 
its being pressed, answered that 
plaintiff was never so much exci- 
ted as not to behave like a gentle- 
man. Tho witness was again 
asked whether he hud not seen 
plaintiff more frequently excited 
by liquor than sober. The coun- 
sel fur 1 lie plaintiff then objected 
to the question, and the honouia- 
ble sludge who tried the cause 
spstained the objection, to which 
opinion of the Judge the counsel 
Tor the defendants then and there 
excepted. 

Jond F. Bacon was then sworn, 
on the part of the plaintiff. He 



ANNUAL REGISTER, 1826-27. 


238] 


testified that he had been the clerk 
of the Senate for nearly ten years 
last past, having been elected un- 
der Governor Tompkins. He was 
in his place on the le(\ hand of the 
plaintiff the fifth of August, in the 
afiernoon. Was there at the open- 
ing of the . Senate, and read the 
resolution from the Assembly, 
and heard him deliver his decision. 

He delivered his opinion clearly 
and slower than usual, shewing 
great deliberation. There was 
nothing in plaintiff’s manner or 
matter that excited the least ^sus- 
picion oi witness that plaintiff was 
under the influence of liquor. 
He appeared to b^ perfectly sober. 
The plaintiff appeared to be in a 
state of languor. Ilis counte- 
nance was paler than usual. Ho 
, complained that day and the day 
before of the bowel complaint. 

The custom of the plaintifl’ was 
to put his arms on his chair when 
rising, to aid him in rising. The 
chair is a deep one, with arms, 
and d is difficult to rise from it 
without putting the hands on the 
arms, and an effort. The present 
Lieutenant Governor has the same 
habit. Witness did not remark 
that the plaintiff was dirty, nor 
any thing particular in his appear- 
ance. 

Upon the cross examination, 
this witness stated that plaintiff’s 
character for temperance was, 
that he uses more spirits than peo- 
ple usually do, and perhaps more 
than is fur his benefit ; that is his 
general character. Plaintiff’s 
manner in delivering his decisjon 
was slow and at times hesitating. 

Edwin Croswell was again call- 
ed, on the part of the plaintiff, and 
stated that he was in the Senate 
at the time alluded to and heard 


his decision. He thought plain*^ 
tiff was in the clear possession of 
his faculties, and had no idea that 
he was then intoxicated. There 
was nothing in his manner or mat- 
ter that indicated it» His opinion 
was delivered with great delibera- 
tion. There was nothinGr in the 
dress of the Lieutenant Governor 
that attracted the attention of the 
witness. 

Upon his cross examination, 
witness slated that the political 
enemies of the plaintiff accused 
him of intemperance, but his 
friends did not deny it or say much 
about it. Witness said the charge 
of plaintiff’s intemperance pro- 
ceeded from personal and political 
enmity, and as a general charge, 
he believed it without foundation, 
lie had seen plaintiff excited with 
liquor with others, and perhaps 
witness was himself excited, but 
did not recollect ever having seen 
plaintiff thus excited except on 
spine convivial occasion, nor had 
be ever seen or known plaintiff to 
have been in any degree disquali- 
fied by liquor from the discharge 
of his public duties. Witness was 
at tea at Cruttenden’s the after- 
noon of the fifth August. Mr. 
Charles King, Mr. Lawrence, 
the witness. Judge Skinner, Mr. 
Bowne, and several others, were 
there ; conversation was in regard 
to the decision made by the Lieu- 
tenant Governor. It was attack- 
ed with much warmth by some 
and defended by others. The 
conversation was loud and positive. 
Witne.ss has no recollection of 
Mr. King, Thomas L. Smith, or 
any other one having charged 
drunkenness or intoxication on the 
plaintiff. The whole conversa- 
tion related to the reasons assign- 
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ed by plaintiff for his decision. 
Did not discover any filthiness or 
any thin^ unusual in the plaintiff’s 
dress. Did not observe his per- 
son at all. 

Mordecai INI. Noah was tiien 
produced, on the part of the plain- 
tiff, and testified that he was in the 
Senate before it nu^t, and saw the 
plaintiff walking; about from desk 
to desk, in his usual mannc'r, con- 
versing with the members, about 
twenty minutes before the Senate 
was called to order. Plaimifi’ went 
through the business of the after- 
noon in his usual manner, and was 
very cool and collected. Did not 
observe he was in the least intoxi- 
cated Witness lias known the plaiii- 
tiffsince the year eiglit(’en hundreil 
and sixteen, first at Washington, 
the last seven years ns a promi- 
nent politician. Mr. Charles King 
was intimate with (General Root, 
and spoke of him in high terms 
until he disconiinued the Ameri- 
can, in eighteen hundred and 
iwenty-tliree or twenty-four. This 
fact the editors of the American 

announced in a small paragraph in 
their pleasant way. The Kings 
separated from General Root on 
the Presidential question. Never 
heard any thing before from them 
respecting General Root, but what 
was highly commendatory. That 
he took tea at Cruttendeii’s that 
evening — found them talking 
warmly.* The Adams men were 
vefy angry, and the Crawford men 
much pleased. The attack was 
made on the decision of the Lieu- 
tenant Governor, its propriety and 
constitutionality. Never heard the 
charge of drunkenness made till 
he saw it in the Americdii, and 
then witness denied it promptly. 

Upon the cros.s extimination, 
witness said*that he was the editor 


of the New-York National Advo- 
cate, and was not on speaking 
terms with the defendants, though 
we sometimes sup together. He 
is not in the habit of attacking the 
defendants’ private character in his 
newspaper, though he sonietinies 
defends himself, and has occasion- 
ally spoken of their politicul cha- 
racter. 

The direct examination being 
resmiKKl, witness said that he was 
refjuested hy the plaiiili/f to ex- 
amine a file of the New-York 
American, in order to find a paper 
containing the first statement of 
plaintiiV’s intoxication, published 
on the si veiiih Ur eighth of Au- 
gust, ••ighten inindred and twenty- 
four. Witness found the jiapers 
of the sixth, seventh and ninth of 
Ancust, but tlial of the eighth was 
missing, or liad never been put 
there — at all events it was not 
tln re. It Jiad been torn out. Upon 
examining the journal, it was as- 
certained that the eighth of August, 
eighteen hundred and tweuty-four, 

was Sunday, and the witness testi- 
fied that no paper issued from the 
American office on that day. Wit- 
ness said it had not occurred to 
him before that it was Sunday. 

Jacob Haight was then examin- 
ed, on the part of the plaintifi', and 
stated that he was a Senator in Au- 
gust, eighteen hundred and twenty- 
four, and in the Senate at the time 
alluded to — was in his seat in the 
afternoon of the fifth of August, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-four, 
and sat at the tliird seat from the 
l^ieutenant Governor’s desk ; that 
he .was at that time in favour of 
(he Klccturai^^bill, and of Mr. 
Adams for President, and was 
opposed to the PlaintifiT's decision, 
and voteii against it on the appeal 
to the Senate. He did not observe 
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any thing unusual in the; plaintifT— 
disooverpd nothing in his manner 
or matt'^r that sho\rpd him to be 
otherwise than sober ; and thinks, 
if he had been in the state descri- 
bed ill the ‘ New-York American,* 
he must have observed and recol- 
lected it. Has been acquainted 
with plaintid* for thirty years. He 
cannot remember particularly his 
manner, as it was so long ago. 

Upon cross c^xamination, wit- 
ness said thalf plaintiff, according 
to general report, was an intempe. 
rate man. Witness said tha/ »t 
an early period he had heard 
plaintiff charged with intempe- 
rance, and has sieard itv denied. 
Can’t say that he has heard more 
people say that he was intemperate 
than otheiwise. Witness discover- 
ed nothing unusual in the plain- 
tiff’s countenance, dress nr man- 
ner. His attitude was the usual 
and natural one. It is difficult 
and awkward to stand between the 
chair and the desk without resting 
one, or both of the hands on the 
desk before him. It was the plain- 
tiff’s usiial manner of standing, and 
it was usual for him to lean for- 
ward, pressing against the desk, 
and inclining on one hand, when 
addressing the Senate to any 
length. The witness has several 
times sat in the president’s chair ; 
it is a deep and wide one, and 
stands so near the desk in front 
that it is difficult to rise without 
putting his hands on the arms, 
and aiding the body in rising by 
an exertion with the arms. He did 
so. It was General Rentes and 
General Taiinadgc’s habit tc do 
so. Witness has heard General 
Talmadge deliver longer opinions 
than this when presiding pver the 
Senate. 

David Gardiner was then exa- 


mined, on the part of the defen-, 
dants, and testified that he was a 
member of the Senate, and in the 
Senate at the time referred to. He 
was not in his own sent, hut in one 
directly below the .desk, and very 
near the President. The manner 
of plaintiff was warm, anima- 
ted, and heated. His recollection 
is very distinct that he then thought 
that plaintiff was intoxicated, and 
such is still his opinion. The 
plaintiff’s condition at that time 
was the subject of general con- 
versation. He could not say that 
any other than General Root’s 
political opponents were present, 
it WiiS at the capitni, and at witness’ 
boarding-house, and he don’t 
know that General Root’s politi- 
cal friends put up there. The 
general opinion expressed was 
that the plaintiff was intoxicated. 
The general reputation of plaintiff 
was that of an intemperate man. 
Witness heard this to be hi.s char- 
.acier before he knew plait^tiff, and 
did not believe it ; but when he 
came to know and to act with him, 
he found the reports to be true. 

Upon the cross examination, 
this witness said that he had seen 
the plaintiff intoxicated at other 
times than that alluded to in the 
“ New York American,” both in, 
private and public, and even when 
acting in the Senate in his official 
capacity. He did not discover 
that his intoxication at those times 
affected bis mental faculties, al- 
though it rendered him unfit for 
his station. As to what induced 
his belief of the plaintiff’s intoxica- 
tion, wiinejs sai'd it was produced 
by circumstances which it was 
difficult to detail ; that he was 
more animated that day than usual, 
and that he was always more 
animated when excited by liquor, 
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and he spoke more slowly, which 
was also llie custom of plaintiff 
when excited. Witness was of the 
same political ))arty with plaiiuiff, 
although they differed as to the 
Presidential candidates. 

Israel \V. CJark was then intro- 
duced, on the part of the defen- 
dants, and testified that he was in 
the Senate at the lime alluded to, 
and saw the plaintiff enter the 
ilcnate. Plaintiff was walking 
arm in arm with another person, 
senator ISownc, and when ho 
parted from his companion he 
staggered. After talking in the 
iilenatc tun or liftcen minutes, ho 
went up to the chair, and in as- 
ceiidiiig took hold of the railing 

of the desk, as if to aid him in his 
ascent. W^itiiess then thought he 
was intoxicated ; ami in delivering 
his address to the Senate he sup- 
ported himself hy his desk in front. 
— His speech was strong and vio- 
lent. Tlic general report there 
was that “ Jtoot was drunk.” 
iSonio'said “ ho was the drunkest 
they ever saw him.” He does 
not recollect the expression of his 
face, as he was taking notes. 
Plaintiff's general character is 
that of an intemperate innn. 

Upon cross examination, this 
witness saiil that he published at 
the lime, in the Albany Daily Ad- 
vertiser, that plaintiff was a dis- 
grace to the l^cnate, and slipuld 
not sit there after dinner. It was 
m^nt to imply that plaintilf was 
drunk, and he made tlic publica- 
tion because it was true. He 
■ meant to ho the first to make the 
charge. AVas then and still is in 
ihe employ of the editors of that 
paper, (ten. Hoot at tacked wit- 
ness in a political meeting, Qpm- 
posed of persons advecso in poli- 


tics to tile witness, held at the 
capitol, when the witness was 
present, and charged him with 
being an eavos-dropper, and skulk- 
ing bcdiind the screen. Witness 
was sitting behind the screen, and 
had pen and paper in his hand, but 
was not taking notes, though he 
meant to give an account of the 
proceedings. Gen. Root, on 
that occasion, moved that he the 
witness should be removed, and 
said that he had been belied and 
abused enough in the paper of 
which he was the conductor. W'it- 
ncfJB said he would pay him off for 
what he said, and left tfic meet- 
ing ; thought h^hnd balanced ac- 
counts with him by an attack on 
Gen. Root he published the Mon- 
day following. WifnesH and plain- 
tiff were cm the same side in poli- 
tics until eighteen liuiulrrd and* 
nineteen, w’hcn every thing was 
turned lopsy-tiirvy, and witiies.s, 
in eighteen hundred and si.\tepii, 
was an elector, and voted for Mr. 
Monroe. In leaving his’eompanion, 
upon entering the Senate,* the 
plaintiff staggered sideways, but 
recovered himself without falling. 
In delivering his opinion, the plain- 
till’ spoke very emphatically and 
slow, and at times appeared to 
hesitate. His voice was husky. 
W itiiess did not discover any un- 
cleanliiicss on his coat or shirt, or 
that his beard was long. 

Gamaliel H. Rarstow was then 
sw’urn, on the part of the defen- 
dants, and testified tliat he was a 
physician, and had been in the 
J.egiSlatuio with the plaintiff for 
niipiy years, and has seen him in 
the assembly under the influence 
oT liquor, but never to such a de- 
gree as to incapacitate him from 
attendm^ to public business. Has 
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seen him entirely free from it ; 
when BO his manners were mild, 
parliamentary, and gentlemanly ; 
when excited he was boisterous 
and rude. Witness was in Albany 
on the fifth day of August, and a 
member of the Assembly, but not 
in the Senate chamber. — Heard 
the plaintitrs condition spoken of 
only at Gourley’s, where witness 
boarded, and did not hear many 
speak on the subject. All the per- 
sons boarding •there were adverse 
to General Rout. His general 
character for temperance is bad 

Upon tho crosa ovaiiiinatioii, 
this witness said that at the jiluce 
he boarded all th'<* ineinhers were 
opposed to 31 r. Craw fold. He 
believed the plaintitf seldom came 
to the Assembly without being 
under tho influenrc of li(|uor 
* — supposes free drinkitig was 
habitual with him. Witne.-s and 
the plaintiff arc not now on the 
same side in politics, altiiough 
they were formerly. 

Elijah J. Roberts was then in- 
troduced, on the part of the plain- 
tiff, and testified that he resides 
in New-York, and is the editor of 
the National Advocate, and that 
he was in the .Senate at the time 
alluded to by the other witnesses. 
He did not observe tho plaintitf 
until he took his chair, and could 
see and hear what took place, and 
did not think the plainti^ was in- 
toxicated, nor had any appearance 
ofit. He was not intoxicated. 
He had known him since witness 
was a child, intimately, at .\jbany 
and in Delhi, and did not observe 
in his manner or language any 
thing denoting intoxication. There 
vras nothing peculiar in his appear- 
ance, altbo’ he pronotKiBed his 
opinion more ahwly than usual. 


Upon his cross examination, 
this witness said that he knew 
Mordccai 31. Noah, and after sta- 
ting that he then had a controversy 
with him, and a suit in chancery 
— that they had been on bad terms 
for some time — he' testified that, 
the general character of the said 
Noah, for trutli and veracity, was 
not gootl, tho’ groat difierence of 
opinion as to it ; hut that he would 
believe him under oath, where his 
interest was not concerned, or his 
feelings strongly — in which case 
lu^ would not ; believed he would 
then s(|iinre bis oath according to 
circum^tiiiices. \\ itness has aet- 
ed as Aid-de-c:im[i to liie plaintitf. 
There is a diver.>ity of opinu»u as 
to hi.s citaracler for temperance. 
His political eiuMuies charge him 
wiili it, and his friends deny tho 
chargir. 1*hose persons w ho arc in 
the habit of seeing bim as an indi- 
vidiiul, say that lie di inks loo much. 
'^I'be witness was then asked as to 
his experience of bis gonnal habits 
for temperance ; to which tjuestion 
the coun.^cl for the plaintiff object- 
ed, and the honourable Judge 
who tried the cause decided tiiut 
evidence of the plaintitf ’s general 
habit was inadmisvsibic, but evi- 
dence may be given of the wit- 
ne.«s' intiniaey with him, to enable 
the jury to judge of ids competen- 
cy to ilecide, from the plaintiff’s 
appearance, his being sober or 
otherwise : to which deci.sion the 
counsel fur the defendants then 
and there excepted ; and the wit- 
ness answered that his intcreouiso 
with tiie plaintiff iiad been much 
and iritirruitc, and Im never saw 
him intoxicated in any shape. He 
has seen him affected by iir]uor so 
as fo bo more invignrntvd and 
more free in conversation a/tor the 
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use of it — never any thing more 
than that, lie has no doubt he 
could determine at once if plaintifF 
was in iiiiuor. The counsel for 
the defendants then asked the 
witness how often he had seen the 
plaintifl’intoxi^ated, and to wliat de- 
gree : which (pie.stion was object- 
ed to by the counsed for the plain- 
tiff, and overruled by the judge 
who tried the cansc ; to which 
decision the counsel for the de- 
fendants then and there excepted. 

John V. Ihicon was asrain called 
by the plaimilf, who testified as to 
(Ik* pliin of llio .'Seiinli? chamber, 

the arrangement of the seats — 
that from the chair to the lobby is 
ahoiit forty feet, and to the rear of 
the galh'i’V a nnuh greater dis- 
tance ; and that there are two 
large crimson window curtains at 
the windows near the president's 
chair, on the west side of the 
room, which w'cre drawn in the af- 
ti'rnoon, to exclude the sun, and 
whic[^ in bright sun-shiiu’, as it 
was that day, throw a strong re- 
flection on obji cls ill that part of 
the room. 

Azariali C. Flagg, the Secretary 
of State, was tlien introduced, on 
the part of the {daintilf, and testi- 
fiiMl that he was in the U>l)bv of 
the Senate at the lime alluded to, 
and (hat he disct»veied nothing iiii- 
n.sual in the appearance of the 
plainlilT. According to his ferol- 
icytion, there was nothing in his 
manner or matter indicating in- 
toxication. Has no recnlli'Otion 
that his manner was unnsnaliy 
slow or rapid, tfe usiially speaks 
slowly, and with occiwsional pau- 
ses. Had a distinct view of the 
T.ieulenant (■ over nor. He spoke 
distinctly and with great rleanirvs. 
There was nothing to induce him 


to believe or suspect that the plain- 
tiff was intoxicated. Became ac- 
rpiainted with plaintiff personally 
in eighteen hundred and twenty* 
three. Heard no charge made of 
fiencial Root’s being intoxicated 
till he went to New-York shortly 
after that session. Put up during 
said session, and until he went to 
New-York, at Rockwell^s Rlan- 
sion-hniise, a place of great resort 
by gentlemen of both parties. The 
friends of the electoral law de- 
nounced General fioot as the per- 
son who had defeated their bill. 
Tlw-y spoke with violence and in- 
temperance. It was a period of 
great excitemer\J. 

Upon cross examination, this 
witness stated, as to general cha- 
racter, the plaintilT is supposed to 
drink freely of ardent spirits, but 
not to the extent of disqualifying, 
him from performing his public du- 
ti<‘s. Ts a political friend of the 
plaintiH'. 

Benjamin Knower was then 
sworn, on the part of the plaintiff, 
and staled that he had been Trea- 
surer of the Stale, and was in the 
Senate the afieinoon rei'erred to 
some time be tore the house was 
called to order, and saw' the plain- 
tiff liislinctly. Witness was near 
tile fire-|)lace. He has no doubt 
now, and had none then, that he 
was then sober. Plaintiff was 
more slow than usual in delivering 
ins opinion, and was clear and 
distinct. He dues not recollect 
noticing his dress at all, nor any 
appearances of tobacco juice about 
bis l^ice. Hus been well acquaint- 
ed with plaintiff about twenty 
yt’ais. The Senate chamber was 
yuich crowdi'ik It was a clear and 
very warm afUTiioon. Heard no- 
thing siyd in Albany of his being 
intoxicated till after he saw the 
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pubKcatioin in some of the news- 
papers, and then he believed it co 
be a gross slander. 

On cross examination, the wit- 
ness said plaintilf has not the cha- 
racter of an habitual drunkard. 
His general character in tliat par- 
ticular is that he uses li(iuor too 
freely for his own good, lie also 
defined, on cross examination, 
drunkenness to be such a state, in- 
duced by liquor, as to disable a 
man from doing his duty ; to af- 
fect his nerves ; make him stag- 
ger ; injure his faculties. He als*- 
said he was a political and person- 
al friend of General Root. 

Peter Pine, who was the only 
witness residing in Delaware, was 
then called, on the part of the 
plaintiff— was a member of As- 
sembly from the county of Dela- 
ware, in J824; was present in the 
Senate chamber on ilie .0th Au- 
gust, 1824 — has been well and in- 
timately acquainted with Oenenil 
Root Vor 25 or 30 years. Gen. 
Root was not, at the time alluded 
to, intoxicated. Has not the least 
doubt he was then entirely sober. 
There was nothing said, on the 
afternoon of the fifth of August, in 
the bearing of the witness, tli.'it 
General Root was intoxicated. 
Heard much said about his deci- 
sion. The next day heard it said 
that the Lieutenant Governor was 
drunk. This came from none hut 
those that were particularly un- 
friendly to him. 

On cross examination, witness 
said that plaintifTs general charac- 
ter as to temperance, is, that he 
drinks rather too freely. Did (^ot 
vote for plaintiff as Lieutenant Go- 
vernor. 

Ambrose L. Jordan was then 
called, on the part ofihri befeiid- 
ants, and (ostificd that he is now u 


member of the .Senate, and that he 
was in the .Senate at the time re- 
ferred to, thouirh not then a mem- 
ber of that body. The manner of 
the phiiruilf was loud, vehement, 
though slow and measured, and 
occasionally unusual stops between 
the sentences. Witness w’as stand- 
ing at the time near the south fire- 
place, and thought and remarked 
at the time that the plaintiff seem- 
ed somewhat excited. After leav- 
ing his sent, the plaintifl' came 
down to witness and entered into 
conversation with a Mr. Cunning- 
ham, of the Asscinhly iM*ar wit- 
ness. Witness had his attention 
then more attracted to the plain- 
tilf by an expn'ssion he used, and 
he thought him intoxicated. 'I'hc 
cohiiir of his face was hiirher than 
usual, and saw tobacco Juice which 
had run down the corners of his 
mouth and lodged tluae.— -The 
general exprt'ssion of his cuunte- 
iiaiice w as such as he had often 
seen when plaintiff was intoxicat- 
ed. Witness had boarded with 
plaintiff, and had seen him under 
ail circumstances — sober, intoxi- 
cated, much intoxicated, and stag- 
gering drunk. Had .seen plaimilf 
staggering iVi'quenily. His gene- 
ral reputation is that of an intem- 
perate man. This witness was 
not cross examineil. 

William Nelson was then sworn, 
on the part of the defendants, and 
testified that he W'as a Senator, 
and in his place on the fiflliof Au- 
gust, after dinner — tliat tlie plain- 
tiff was, in his opinion, at that 
lime, unusually under the influence 
of liciuor. ^ It was the subject of 
free, hut rather confidential con- 
versation at the time, between 
witness and those Senators with 
whom witness was most intimate. 
The plaintiff's character is that 
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of a man in the habitual use of ar- 
dent spirits. His enemies charge 
him phiinp with inteinperaneo^and 
his friends endeavour to palliate it. 

John T. More was then intro- 
duced, on the part of the defend 
ants, and testTfied that he was a 
rrsideni of Delaware eonnty, and 
had known the plaintilf for twenty 
years, ilis character, for many 
years past, lias been well known 
for intemperance, and his habit, in 
that respect, has been growing on 
him of late. 

On cross examination, witness 
answered, this has bc<‘n his cha- 
racter for many years past, and 
before In? was Lieunmanl (gover- 
nor; hilt witness took an active 
[lart in geltiiU! (General Uoot nomi- 
iHted for l.ieiiiriiaiit (Jovenior, 
and w’as particidarly tirulifi(‘d with 
it. lie separated ill politics frt>m 
the pliiintilVon the Klecioral ipies- 
tion. Jle also I III) for (.’ongress 
in o|)|)osi(ion to Mr, Foote, and 
was defeated. 'Flio plaintiff suj)- 
ported Mr. Foote. 

William il. F.lting was then 
sworn, on the part of the defend- 
ants, and testified that he resides 
in the town of Delhi, and that the 
plaintiff's character for intemper- 
ance is bad. 

John Sudani, the counsel w'ho 
opened the cause on the part of 
the plaintiff, was then sworn, on 
the part of the plaintiff, and V'sti- 
fied that he was a senator and in 
his’ seat on the fifth of Aiuziisl. 
(*eneral liool came in Indore the 
Senate was called to order. — lie 
conversed with several members, 
and had a particular conversation 
with witness and Edward I*. I.iv- 
ingston for 1!0 or 25 minutes, and 
stated to them that he had reflect- 
**d on the siihject of the resolution 
from the Assembly about to be 


presented to the Senate, and he 
had made up his mind that it would 
be out of order for the Senate to 
act upon il under the rules of the 
Senate; the resolutions ihat that 
body inid already passed, and the 
disposition (hat had been made of 
the sidiject. Does not recollect 
whether Air. Livingston expressed 
his (i|)inion, but witnr^s did, and 
concurred in that of the Lieuten- 
ant (iovernor. He knows that he 
was then sober, but appeared to 
be somewhat in ill health. Wit- 
ry*ss heard him complain that week 
of lAuiig in ill liealih. Tli/’re were 
no iiniicAlions whatever of the 
])laimirf hein;: at^all under the in- 
tliienee 'of liipnir. 'Ihe plaintiff 
imiiiediutely after took the chair. 
Ileie the witness dtiailctl the jiro- 
ceedings. 'J'he cleik read the re- 
snlulioii from tin; A'isernhly. Air. 
I’urt inoveil that tin? Senate con- 
cur. 'J'ho Lieiitentant (ioxeriior 
decided that the niotion was out 
of unit r, and pronouiiceil hts rea- 
sons tor doing so at leniilji to the 
Senate. In making this address 
to the Semite, which is the one 
statetl hy Air. t’roswell ll’om the 
Aigus, the pl.iintiffwasslovv, clear, 
and choice in his words. Air. 
Hurt then made a motion to dis- 
pense with the rules of the Senate. 
The plaintiff tleciiied that motion 
to he out of onler, under the reso- 
lutions passed by the Senate a day 
or two before on the stme subject. 
This decision was appealed from, 
and tile (lecisiv)n was siistaini'd by 
the Senate, ip to 10. After lliis 
Mr. •Nelson made a motion to 
sMSjjf/ir/ the ruh*s of the Senate. 
Tins the I.ieutenant (Mivernor do- 
cJtlod to be out hf order ; declared 
il to be the same (pu’stion fli.it had 
just he^n decided hy the SenaU? 
un appeal, and conveyed the idea 
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that it was trifling with the Senate. 
In the latter decision, the Lieu- 
tenant Governor appeared ofTond- 
ed. Saw tl»e flush come in his 
face, and he spoke with vclie- 
mcnce and pith. From this de- 
cision no appeal was made. The 
room was crowded and the weath- 
er wa«s very warm, 'lliere was 
nothing in the plaintilf's appear- 
ance, manner, or ohservations, 
that indicated lie was in any otlier 
than estate of sobriety. Witness 
was iit tea at (Vutlendcn's that 
afternoon. Mr. King, and sever!’ 1 
oftlie witnesses, and a numhijr of 
«>ther gentlemen W(?re there. The 
decision was attik'.kod by tlic Ad- 
ams men witl\ great severity. The 
conversation was noisy and pas- 
sionate, hut heard no charge mailo 
that the I.leutenaiit (iovt'rnor was 
intoxioatefl. Had a conversation 
Indore going into ( Vuttenden’.s 
with Ogden Holfman, in which 
HolTinan stated that he under.stood 
that tiie fiieiitenani Governor liad 
saii^that the rules of the .Senate' 
could not he altered hy that ho<Iy ; 
that being made under the consti- 
tution, they were of the force of 
law, and could not he changed 
hut hy the consent of both houses ; 
and that if he said so he must 
have been drunk. >Vitness as- 
sured Mr. llolfiiian that the plain- 
tiff had said no Huch thing. He 
had paid itarticular attention, and 
should have heard it if he hud 
uttered it, and (old him that at an- 
other time when he was more cool, 
he would .satisfy him the decision 
was correct. 

Upon the cross examination, 
this witncs.s said -there was grcvit 
excitement at the time relative to 
the electoral hill, and the friend.s 
ofit oxpresacd great hi UernGM of 


feeling toward.s General Root for 
having, a.s they declared, defeated 
its passage. Has known plaintiff 
for twenty years, and believes that 
he i.s in the daily habit of drinking 
ardent spirits, hut has never known 
him so drnnk a.s not to he able to 
talk with etfect, or to conduct him- 
self well, or that his mind was dis- 
guised or clouded. Witnes.s is a 
personal and political friend of the 
plaintiff and personal friend of dc- 
ftmdant Vcrpianck, hut has not 
been on speaking terms with Mr. 
King, one of the di fcndants, for 
some tinu!. 

tfacol) Haight was again called, 
hy tile plaintilf, and te.'^tiiicd tliat 
it is usual and natural, in a.<cending 
the steps to the prc'iideril’s chair, 
to lay tho hand on (he railing. 
Observed it in (General Hoot and 
th<^ pre.sent Jiientenant (iovernor, 
and knows it from experience, 
having .several times occupied the 
chair. 

'riie plainlilTs counsel oflered 
to prove, hy several witnes.sc8, the 
plaintiir’s general character. This 
was objected to hy the defendants* 
counsel, and his honour the Judge 
declared it inadmissible, until the 
general eharacter beyond the par- 
ticular of tetnperance was at- 
tacked. 

'riie evidenec on both .«»ides be- 
ing closed, the coun.sel for the dc- 
fendants did then and there in.sist 
that the occupation of the defen- 
dants, the plaintilPs ofliciul sta- 
tion, the rernark.s themselves, and 
the proof (dfered in support there- 
of, made out a sufficient justifica- 
liunof the alleged libel, and showed 
n good and sutficicnt motive for 
their publication ; that the current 
opin'ion and belief at the time, in 
Albany, and amongst tho specUi- 
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tors in the Senate, the liAh of Au- 
gust, eighteen hundred and twen- 
ty-four, justified the remarks ; or 
that if a verdict should be found for 
tlie plaintiff, the malice of the 
publication was taken away, and 
only nominal ’damages <roiild bo 
awarded ; that the belief of the 
defendants in the tmlh of the 
charge wjis proved hy the evi- 
dence, and did away the presump- 
tion of malice ; that tbo general 
characier of the plaintitV for ititem- 
perance was such that no injury 
was sustained by the publication 
in question, and only noininai 
damages sliould be awarded. 

'Ubc Judge charged tlic jury as 
follows : 

(ttilllihif.n nf llif Jiirifi 

I am happy, at this lair hour of 
the night, to assure you that, iu 
the discharge of lln' duty iiiipf>srd 
upon me, I shall not he rerjuired 
to detain you long ; ns I shall not 
feel it necessary to do more than 
lay before you a general outliin* of 
the ease winch it willllien become 
your proviner to determine. 

The proofs and discussions dis- 
close an important and delicate 
case for onr derision ; it is a con- 
troversy of the hilt crest character 
between men of high personal in- 
fiiienee and consideration, and of 
differing political simlimcnts. 

The one parly has long filled 
important and inilucnlial stations 
in society — has been the subject 
. of miieh juihlic notice, sometimes 
of a friendly ami applauding cha- 
racter, and at others of the most 
severe and recriminatory. The 
other parties are men of command- 
ing talents and nccompkshments, 
conducting 9 paper of distinguish- 


ed repute and extensive circula- 
tion, and both parties from their 
political relationship and personal 
connexions, possessing an impo- 
sing inllucncc over public senti- 
ment. 

The constitution and frame of 
our happy form of government 
gi\r-.s cause to embarrassments 
ami dt-licacy with the co\irt and 
jury in regard to the subject now 
to be pa-sed upon 

The functions irf government 
are essentially in tlie hands of the 
|«‘o^>le. 'J'bry act directly iqmn 
all (Uicstions of a juiblic character, 
ami settle as i.lccturs the general 
policy (d’ tlio gfAeimnent. Alfu 
arc raised up and t)\it down, not 
from regard or dislike, to tiicm ;is 
iiulit iiluals'. Imt iVoin political a n- 
sidoratiuii^. Kroin iliese reason.s 
parties might arise and ho known 
through e\i ry portion of society. 
M e Imvo eacii of us, no doubt, 
been also called on to act yi tlio 
int' i'csting matters rrcrntly agita- 
ting the public mind, and Ac may 
to a greater or less extent have 
enlisted our attachmonts with one 
or the other of the opposing par- 
ties which have been so spiritedly 
a‘i>ailcd t)r suppoited by the plain- 
titVor defendants. 

Political discussions are so con- 
ducted in this country as to iden- 
tify princiidrs and the persons 
who espouse them. All that is 
reprehended in the tenets and 
supposed views of a parly is imj)u- 
led to the imiividuals composing 
the party; .•so also evi ry foihlc or 
vice of the party man is eonsid- 
ere'd as belonging to the prinei- 
pV’s he advoeafi's anti the entire 
body connected with him. 

(>ii lha otluT hand, we arc in- 
clined to hold him clear of all of- 
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fbiiro who concurs with us on fa- 
vourite political points, anil to es- 
teem him individually as immacu- 
late as we do the principlc.s he 
possesses. 

Should prcposse.s.sious or anti- 
pathies of this character have af- 
fected our iniiul.s in respect to 
either .of the parties to this suit, 
we are called upon now, hy all 
that can soloinni/.c and rectify the 
understanding and heart, to dis- 
possess ourselves of their influ- 
ence, and to feel that we arc not 
to act upon those topic.s as eloe- 
tors ur/>nlitical parlizans, hut as 
judge and jurors. 

We must kiio’w those parties 
and the interesting luatlers con- 
nected with the cause only as 
disclosed to us hy the tosfuuoiiy : 
we should endeavour to feel as if 
this suit was hetwijcn men of luLdi 
name and chnrarter, with whom 
and our-elves there were iu» com- 
mon lies of attachtnont or resent- 
ineiil, and wiio re>i(lo, not inti- 
mately sviih us, hut ill some other 
state or country, and we may then 
pass upon the issue as between 
man and man unknown to us, or 
never heard of, until placed before 
us for judgment. 

Ileiiig possessed of this impar- 
tiality of mind, we may address 
ourselves to tlie eonsideration of 
the facts and circiunstanccs 
brought out hy the proofs and di.-<- 
cussions. 

The action is for piihlishing in 
the defendants’ newspa|ier ailr;ga- 
tions against the plaimilf, .which 
are considered lihelious. The 
defendants admit they made 'the 
publication, and sf ii.s tenor isrto 
hold the plaintiff up to reproach, 
or to disgrace him either, in his of- 
ficial or private character, it is a 


libtd ; for in respect to written and 
printed slanders, the law holds the 
piihlisher liable to an action for 
any malicious defamation, e.xpo- 
siiig the plaintiff to public hatred, 
contempt, or ridicule. Malice in 
making the publication need not 
be proved ; it will he implied, if 
the charge is false. 

Is this publication libellous? 
To ascertain this, you will direct 
your attention critically to the pub- 
lication, reading and understand- 
ing it according to the ordinary 
import of the langungo used. — 
Wliat rc[)resentalions respecting 
the plaintiff are made hy it ? It 
having lieeii twice read fo you, I 
will not occupy time hy reading it 
at large again : the purport of it, 
U.S charged ujion the Uccord, is 
that file plaintiff being Pre.sidenl 
of the Senate, came into the Se- 
nate on the liny mentioned, stag- 
gering under into.xication ; that he 
mounted the steps to the chair 
with difficulty hy iiclp of the rail- 
ing ; that he sat in tho chair with 
an e.xpresMioii of counteimiice do- 
iioiing drunkenness ; that he was 
ill an uugeiitlemaiily and unclcauly 
habit of person and dress ; that 
he conducted like a sot from the 
public kennels, and exhibited hiin- 
.s(df an object of disgust oml loath- 
ing to the respectable nuilieiico 
cidle.eted in the Si'iiute chamber. 

r do not attempt to repent the 
language of tho publication in 
the.so partieiiiars. nor to rehearse 
all the ehiirge.s designated hy the 
dt'claration — you will take the 
paper w iili you, and read the arti- 
clt: over yourselves for your heller 
iiiformatioo. My object now 
in only to lay di.sliiiclly before 
yod those mailers which have 
been urged on the part of the 
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plaintiff as fno.<t offensive, nnd nrc 
insisted to have been proved on 
the part of the defendant'^. 

Enoii"h has undonbtodlv hoeii 
stated in this summary of the 
charges to manifest the libellous 
character of the publication ; and 
indeed it has not been contend- 
ed on the part of the defendants 
that it is not libellous ami action- 
able. 

They assume hii'lier "rounds of 
defence, a prfJoiid of defiance. 
They put it on the reccjrd, and 
meet this action upon the issue, 
that all they have asserted of the 
plviintiff is true. 

It is no doubt familiar to you, 
that if this <lefenee has heen sus- 
tained hy the proof, it amounts to 
a perfect nn.swer and bar to the 
piainlitPs .suit. And tiioii"b murli 
lias been .said to you <^f (lic mali- 
cious and vindictive motives of the 
defendants, yet, in the consiflera- 
tion of this branch of the case, 
their hiotivo is to he laid entirely 
out of view. 

Should the scope of proofs and 
circumstance.s lead you to believe 
the defendants had no "ood end in 
contemplation ; that they were in- 
stigated to these char»;e.s solely to 
avenge personal or political rcsent- 
inents against the plaintiff, still, if 
they have sntisfiictorily shown 
the charges t<» ho trno, they jmi.'Jt 
be acquitted of all liability to 
damages in n private action on ac- 
count of the puldication. Indeed, 
if good motives and jnslifiahle 
ends must he shown, they might 
Well be implied from llic e.stahiish- 
ment of the truth of a charge, for 
like reason that malice is inferred 
from its falsity. 

The defendants having imder- 
teken to justify the libel, must 


make out uii llieir part nffirniB- 
tivciy and clearly the truth of the 
puhlicntifin. 

It will not bo sufilciont for 
llu'tij to raise a doubt wbetber it 
may not be true, but the fact must 
be c.-tabli.sbed with that degree of 
certainty alway.s required to jii.stify 
a verdict giving to a pafty any 
matter ocinaridcd by him. Neither 
will it be a good jn.stificatiori of va- 
rious slanderous imputations to 
prove a part of tlicfii true, all tliat 
is libellous in the publication must 
l^e justified. Damages must be 
given for*sucli part, if arty, as tlio 
defenilants fail to .support. They 
miKst make tlictr proof as broad 
as their charges. 

In doing ibis, they arc not, 
however, called U[»on to show a 
corrc.-spondencp to the letter be-, 
tween the proofs and the publica- 
tion. 'riicy must make out sub- 
stantially the truth of what they 
as.*<«‘rl, and if they do this, «o re- 
gard need be paid to the severity 
of epithets <;r barshnes.s of st?nti- 
nienl uiul«*r wbicli it is |•et^resent- 
cd. ^ • 

The law enforces no oppressive 
or unjust rule in requiring this. 
The defendants rnarlc this publica- 
tiiM) voluntarily ; they were nei- 
ther constrained by process of 
law’ to give it ; nor was it com- 
municated confidentially to those 
entitled to ask it ; and according to 
all principles of reason and law, 
they must be deemed to have in- 
curred the peril of substantiating 
wlmfthoy have thus openly and 
broadly charged upon the plainlill. 
A on will ncconlinglv ascertain, 
V^ith exactness,* what the substance 
and nature of these charges are ; 
so that* you may then cslimale 
and apply the evidence, and de- 
32 . 
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termine whether they are proved 
to be true. 

If you understnud the charge to 
be, that the plaintifT was drunk on 
the occasion, that charge will not 
be justified by proving him excited 
by liquor to any degree less than 
that of drunkenness. 

A good deal of difficulty has 
occurred with various witnesses 
in explaining what they understood 
by drunkenness or intoxication: 
and probably ^hc court and jury 
would experience like embarrass- 
ment in attempting to define with 
precise 'discriminatioiiij the one 
state or the other. In this case, 
the attempt is not required, be- 
cause we arc to take the plaiutiff’s 
situation as stated and .specified 
by the defendants in the libel. — 
They have given it with great par- 
ticularity, and whatever it may bo 
termed, such as they describe it, 
they must satisfy you it in truth 
was at that time. 

Drunkenness may bo proved in * 
variousVays. It would bo con- 
sidered direct and positive evi- 
dence, to prove the plaintiff was 
seen to drink a quantity of ardent 
spirits, sufRcicnt to intoxicate an 
ordinary person, and which was 
followed by the usual apparent 
effect ; or that he was discovered 
in a bodily condition unequivoeally 
denoting a state of intoxication. 
Indirect proof may also be re- 
ceived, as the opinion of persons 
knowing the plaintifi’, formed upon 
observation of his movements, ac- 
tions, language, or tones of voice. 
Where the bare opinion is given, 
you must consider carefully, both 
the previous acquaintance of the 
wiioesi with the plaintiff and his 
situation and opportunity^ 'for ma- 
king observations at the time of 


which he speaks. hen these 
particulars nlTord satisfactory evi- 
dence to the jury l\\nl the witness 
is qualified to judge, and advanta- 
geously circumstanced to make a 
correct observutiup, bis opinion 
will be competent evidence to 
prove drunkenness, intoxication, 
or any other disordered state pro- 
duced by spirituous liquors. — 
When, however, the witness de- 
tails the particulars U|)on which 
his opinion is funned, the jury 
must then determiue the adequacy 
or adaptation of thos<; particulars 
to the conclnsiniis (Iruwn hy ibu 
witness, 'i'lu? mere opinion llien 
is to he of little or no account, 
and the matter is to he (ictertnined 
as if the circumstances noticed hy 
him were alone staled by the wit- 
ness without any expres.«ion of 
his own sentiments upon them. 

Murb lias been said about tho 
liberty and privileges of the press, 
and that great liberality should bn 
extended toward.s this justification 
because of the danger ol’tramruel- 
lin:4 the press hy exacting strict 
proofs in relation to rommunira- 
tions made through it to the pub- 
lic. 

Whatever bearing Ihosn consi- 
derations may have upon another 
branch of the defence, they have 
no just application to this point. 
Tliq defendants are responsible in 
all respects ns if the charges had 
been niadft hy them in any other 
manner and capacity than that of 
editors of n newspaper ; they have 
no privilege in this respect not* 
common to every correspondent 
to their paper, and every other in- 
dividual in the community. When- 
ever they, as editors, assume the 
privilege of denouncing individual 
character, they do it under ev^ry 



LAW CASES. 


responsibility that would attach to 
citizens in any other capacity. 
Their privilege, is simply to publish 
the truth and nothing more. 

If they have |ii*oved substantial- 
ly to your sn|is(iiction that they 
have done no more tiian that, they 
arc entitled to a free and prompt 
verdict of ac»|uiltal, however in- 
jurious the publication may have 
been to the idaintifT. 

I am spared the necessity of rc- 
licarsiiig atlaige tlic proofs to this 
point, since the counsel for both 
parties have gone minutely over 
them, and do not appear to dittcr 
in their views of the evidence, 
and no doubt the essential particu- 
lars arc brought back to your re- 
collection. 

It is not to be disguised that 
there has been much contradictory 
testimony, and the diHercnce be- 
tween the representation of tho 
various witnesses is more especial- 
ly matter of regret, os it may af- 
ford o'ceasion for you to apprehend 
that the testimony has been affect- 
ed by tho feelings of good or ill 
will of the witnesses towards the 
opinions of the respective parties ; 
as it will not escape your remark 
that, with the exception of Mr. 
Haight, the adverse witnesses 
stood opposed to each other in 
political sentiments ; and every 
one called by tho plaintif}' w.vmly 
espoused his sentiments and op- 
posed the political course of the 
defendants, at the time alluded to, 
and all those called by the defen- 
dants decidedly objected fo and 
opposed the political course of the 
plaintiff. ' . 

Yet there is no doubt of the 
entire credibility of every witness 
upon either side. — The^ are gen- 
tlemen of the first integrity and 
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intelligence, and no inducement 
can be supposed in the case suffi- 
cient to lead them to misrepresent 
or withhold any fact within their 
knowledge, whatever the effect of 
such fact might be. They are ra- 
ther to be understood as swearing 
to their impressions and inferen- 
cc.s from like facts than 'to dif- 
ferent statements of the same 
facts. And these observations 
may account for the diversity ; it 
being a variance ^f opinion be- 
tween them, rather than contra- 
Qiciory representations of the 
same thing ; and be^dies, they 
may not all have been equally well 
situated to observe the matters 
upon which the dilfcrcnce exists. 

Each witness giving his own 
impression of whut passed under 
his notice, it will be important that, 
you consider attentively the re- 
spective opportunities of the wit- 
nesses, to ascertain tho facts of 
which they speak, before y^u can 
determine the degree of credit 
they are to receive. 

Several witnesses, called by the 
defendants, here testitied to the 
appearance of the plaiutilf in the 
.Senate on the fifth of August, and 
their opinion of his condition. 

IMcssrs. Wheaton. ^Ullcr, Web- 
ster, iinrdncr and Jordan, speak 
particularly of observations made 
by them whilst tlm plaintitf was in 
the President’s chair — Mr. Claike 
of his appearance in entering the 
Senate and ascending the chair, 
and Mr. Jordan describes his ap- 
pearance when he descended from 
tliQ chair. Messrs. Lawrence 
and Nelson say nothing of the 
plaintiff’s appearance, but concur 
in opinion and belief w'ith the 
other Wtnesses named, that ha 
was intoxicated : or rather, as 
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they state it, that he was under 
the intlueiiGo oniquor.” 

As has been before remarked, 
the jury are not to receive the 
mere opinions and belief of wit- 
nesses, unaccompanied by tlio 
circumstances from which they 
aro dcrivei.l, as direct positive 
testim&ny tliat the plaiiititf was 
intoxicated, but only as evidence 
tending to establish that fact, and 
proper to be weighed with the 
other proofs id' the case. 

The five gentlemen first named, 
relate the appearance of intoxied- 
tion they observed, and also ex- 
press in unreserved terms their 
opinions that the' plaintitVwas in- 
toxicated. 

You will consider, first, whe- 
ther the appearances detailed of 
themselves, indicate a state of 
intoxication, or may naturally bo 
accounted for otherwise ; and 
next the circumstances of advan- 
tage possessed by the witnesses 
for making their observations, and 
compare the letter with those of 
others giving a diHerent opinion. 

Sevefal of these witnesses re- 
marked a high flush in the plain- 
tiff’s countenance. 

It appears there are two win- 
dows with crimson curtains, at the 
west side of the Senate chamber, 
the light through which would fall 
upon a person in the president’s 
chair ; and if the inflamed appear- 
ance of the plaintiff’s countenance 
may satisfactorily he accounted 
for by the light of an afternoon 
sun shining through red cdrtaiiis 
on his face, or to tlio excitement 
produced by earnest speaking 
in a summer’s ddy, that appear- 
ance of itself would afford but 
sKght evidence, and indeed ought 
not to bo considered any proof of 
intoxication. 


The mode in which the plaintiff 
delivered his address, is a par* 
ticular referred to by several wit- 
nesses as nun indicating he was 
then intoxicated. It was said by 
some to have evinced unusual 
eflbrt, and to have been done with 
great slowness and hesitancy. 

If his enunciation was slow and 
hesitating from difficulty of utte- 
rance, confusion of thought, or 
the use of inapt expressions, that 
would nflbrd very proper ond di- 
rect evidence of a state of intoxi- 
cation. [f, however, with c<iunl 
propriety it may be imputed to an 
endeavour to lie distiuet and pre- 
cise in the urraiigenieiit of his ad- 
dress and the selection of ian- 
giiage, the effect of the evidence 
would be the other way, and 
would go strongly to establish bis 
sobriety and clearness of intellect. 
But the particular will bo entitled 
to little or no weight citlicr way, 
if diflerenlly uoderstood by the 
witnesses. 

Messrs. Wheaton and Law- 
rence represrint liis delivery as 
hesitating and perplexed ; Messrs. 
Gardner, Jordan, and Clarke, as 
animated, vehement, and violent, 
each noticing the plaintitV’s arti- 
culation as one of the circumstaa- 
ces iodicaling his drunkenness. 
Various other witnesses state it to 
have been more calm and deli- 
berate than his usual iriauuer, and 
as apparently adopted with a view 
to render his ideas perfectly ex- 
plicit ; or, according to Mr. Ba* 
con’s impression, as resgltiog- 
from debility of body. 

Should you deem the state of 
the piniiitiff’s comploxion, and the 
manner of his utterance, impor- 
tant items towards deleriQiniag 
whether he was drunk or soberi .it 
will bo necessary to consider care-. 
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fully Iho r<;lative situation and 
number of tbc witnesses who 
speak to these particulars. 

itlessrs. VVliealon, \Vebster aiul 
IMiller were at a liislancei as vari- 
ously estiinalejly of 30 or 40 feet 
from tile plairilitV; Mr. Weh>tcr 
the f.irt:.cst oil’, and in the galle- 
ry ; iMr. Jordan sat considerably 
nearer him ; and when the plain- 
titf came down from tlic chair, af- 
ter delivering his opinion, was di- 
rectly by him, if not in conversa- 
tion with him. Thev state his 
face was unusually ilorid and ex- 
cited. Messrs. Lawrence, (Gard- 
ner, and Nelson, were sitting 
very near the pLiintiir, but did nut 
observe his person : Mr. (irardner 
believed inm intoxicated, from the 
tenor of Ins language ; Mr. Nel- 
son tliought he was so, but as- 
signs no rt ason upon wbteh^ bis 
opinion was founded. 

Messrs, ^juilum and Bacon ob- 
served before he spoke that he 
was pale as from illness. Mr. 
Sndam had a conversation with 
him before he went into the chdir, 
and Mr. Bacon stood directly by 
his side whilst he was seated. 

Many other witnesses had their 
attention fixed upon the phiintitf, 
but observed nothing uncommon 
in his countenance or dress. 

But was he intoxicated 1 that is 
the fact to bo e.stablishcd : 7 -hi.s 
cuuiiieimnco and doportinciU at 
tbo time aro only referred to as 
circumstances conducing to prove 
or disprovo tliut fact. Was be in- 
' toxicated ns represented in the 
lil>el, and docs the charge imply 
that lie bail not the exercise of his 
rea.son and uuderstauding I As to 
the stiite of hU mind, theros ap- 
pears to be 110 diversity 'of opinion 
aipong tho •witnesses ; almost all 


of them concur in Haying that his 
address was delivored with clear- 
ness, and in language strong and 
appropriate in re ference to the 
matter. No one pretends he was 
incoherent or at all confused in 
the statement of his argument. 
The evidence of Mn Sudani is 
also very direct and strong to this 
point. He conversed with the 
plaiiitilT upon the subject then to 
he decided just before he took the 
chair, and ohservefl no indications 
whatever of intoxication. 

* Tlu'sc are all the points of the 
testimony with which the court 
will trouble you. 

V ou xvill upon this most impor- 
tant branch of tlie defence, by a 
careful and dispassionate consi- 
deration of all the evidence, de- 
termine whether the defendants* 
liave succeeded in proving that the 
plaintitf was on the 5th of August 
in the situation they have repre- 
sented him to have been. • If the 
defendants have only jiublished 
llie truth, they had unquestion- 
able right to do that, and they 
must he acquitted. If the plaintiff 
has been falsely libelled, he is en- 
titled to a verdict. 

As on the one hand the de- 
fendants arc only required to sup- 
port the essential and substantive 
matters of their charge ; so on the 
other, the law’ holds a justitica- 
tion insutVicicnt (hat fully proves a 
part of the libel, leaving other 
cs.sential parts unsustained. The 
rule is that the justification must 
be cA-e\tensive with the slander. 

.There is a double aspect to the 
defence : if the defendants fail to 
jhslify, they may still oflcr evi- 
dence ill mitigation of damages. 

Alihbugh the imposition ef 
damages is placed by the law 
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wholly at tho discretion of the 
jury, yet there are certain fixed 
rules which oii^ht always to bo 
regarded in derermiiiin;; wliether 
in a given case datnages sliould be 
mitigated or aggravated. 

In reduction of damages the de- 
fendants have been permitted an 
unlimited examination into the 
plaintifi'’s general cliaiactcr for 
temperance, with a view to show 
it already impeached, and in gene- 
ral bad cstimabon as to the speci- 
fic thing they have alleged against 
him. 

This is botli bccati^^c, if it is bis 
general repute, it may bo presum- 
ed the dofendunts, under ati honest 
reliance upon general re]iort, have 
asserted things which, though not 
proved true, they have published 
without design, to give currency 
to what they might otherwise be 
supposed to know was false ; but 
more especially because dama- 
ges being claimed for an injury to 
character, to show a destitution 
of character in this very respect 
removes the ground upon wltich 
the clairVi of damages rests. 

The public are deeply concern- 
ed that individuals should Hcqiiiro 
and maintain good characters. 
Such characters become a guaran- 
ty for the preservation of order, 
and a wholesome respect to the 
laws, and the proper education of 
the rising generation. 'I'hc law 
will therefore secure, by its most 
powerful sanctions, the enjoy- 
ment of such character to those 
possessing it ; and when w/lnton- 
ly and unjustly assailed, will punish 
with severity the authors of tho 
injury : and it will discountenance 
all endeavours of those of bad 
name to obtain damageX' on ac- 
count of slanderous imputations. 


Thus constraining men by the 
hopes of protection and reward, 
and the dread of disgrace and the 
loss of money, to aim at a re- 
spectable and lair standing in the 
community of which tlicy are 
members. 

Hut nlthongh a man hns a had 
general chaiacter, the law will 
not permit him to he falsely slan- 
dered, and will punish with no- 
riiirial damages at least, and costs, 
those who so defame him ; so 
also, tlmiigh his character be bad 
in .some respects, this shall not 
even mitigate damages for falsely 
traducing him in others. These 
remarks indicate the rule to he 
observed in the present case : the 
defendants in mitigation of dnnm- 
ges are entitled to show the plain- 
tiff had a general reputation equi- 
valent to what they have charged 
upon him. Unless their proof 
amounts to that, it can ho of no 
avail to them. They cannot give 
evidence of general character in 
respect to temperance, in mitiga- 
tion of damages, unless such 
general character is of the same 
quality atal degree charged in the 
libel. 

For instance, it cannot he |>er- 
initted them to say the plaintiff 
was drunk, and an object of loath- 
ing and disgust at a specific time, 
aiuL (hen diminish damages hy 
proving him generally reputed to 
ho addicted to tho freu u.so of 
spiritiioiiM liquors, and often ex- 
hilarated hy them, more than one 
eati rail another a thief, and then 
prove in mitigation of the dama- 
ges that he was commonly be- 
lieved guilty of petty trespasses 
upon hi.s neighbour’s property. 

You will accordingly, before 
you give any weight to this sort of 
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evidence, see c\ear\y that ii bears 
out the specific charge ; for it can- 
not be n’sorled to in diminiitinn 
of the injury, unless it conips up 
to the ofience imputed. It is not 
enough that tli/* gem ral character 
appears to he of a like dr^tcription 
with that alle^vd in the lihel, 
without it also is so, to the same 
extent and degree. For you will 
remember that testimony is only 
offer.e(l as to the plaintitf's gene- 
ral character in relation to the 
matters stated against him in the 
publication ; no attempt is made 
to impeach his rharacter for prt)- 
bity and moral woriii. 

Tlie defendants have also been 
allowed, u|)on this point ol dama- 
ges, to prove they had pr«d)al)le 
caus(? for makittg these charges 
against the piuiiilin'. Tu (h) 
they have offered evidence to .sa- 
li.sfy you that it was rt)nimonlv re- 
portr'd and believed in A Ilian v at 
the time, that the plaintiff was in 
the co.niiition represented in the li- 
bel. This kind of [iroof niu.st also 
go ns far as is re<|uired in regard 
to general character, li must plain- 
ly appear that the defendants have 
asserted nothing more than was 
then rnatti'r ot common report in 
Albany re.sjiecting the plaiiitilT's 
condition and conduct in the Se- 
nate chamber. 

Hut another consideration is to 
be regarded in connexion witii*tliis 
subject. "'Vou Will not only in- 
quire whether such common opin- 
ion prevailed, but also ascertain 
from the whole evidence whether 
'it influenced the defendants to 
make the piihlicalinn. Jn the ab- 
sence of testimony to this* point, 
the law would presume the com- 
mon belief entered into the con- 
templation of the defendants, and 


was the probable cause of tiie pub- 
lication. The evidence is receiv- 
ed to obviate the inip[icaiion of 
malice resulting from publishing a 
defamatory charL'e not slmwn to 
be true. Hut if tlie plaintilT has 
been enabled rh.arly to satisfy you 
that the difendants twted under 
1.0 such influence — if he ha's prov- 
ed that the defi ndants rested the 
chirges upon their f)wn assei linns 
without any reference tt», or know- 
ledge of, sm h giTjerril he ii f— then 
the exisleiicf' in fact of the com- 
aiop refsute Would afloid no miti- 
gation in.tleir behalf. • 

Some extraneous t(>pics connect- 
ed with jhe ca'‘e, •ought probably to 
he noticed before closing these re- 
marks to you. '^riiey ''ill properly 
enter into your rontr niplalion ei- 
Iher in discharge of the action, or, 
in reducing or augmenting the da- 
inage.s. Such are the rtlali\e situ- 
ations and comliiions of the par- 
ties — the probable (fleet of such 
imputations upon the character 
and Id hugs ol llu^ jilaimill' — his 
own conduct, and ispiccialiy the 
motives actuating the defendants. 

'1 he jilaiiiiilV has for a (]u.irtcr 
of a rentnr v been emphatically the 
child of public favour. Kveiy 
.station the suffrages of his imme- 
diate constituents could confer up- 
on him he has held; and has been 
conspicuously honoured by the 
confidence of his District and State. 
These advantages and honours 
were bestowed iqion him, not for 
his personal distinction alone, but 
in consideration of servict's and 
henefifs to be returned by him to 
the .people who conferred them. 
The public had § right not only to 
the exertion of the talents and fa- 
culties with which he was so emi- 
nently g"iTied, but especially to a 
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moral and wholesome example, in 
the high and commanding stations 
to which he was advanced. 

To give himself up to a beastly 
habit of intoxication would prevent 
his rendering those talents useful 
to his country ; and gr<'atly worse, 
would inflict a deep injury in dis- 
gracing the public character and 
encouraging a pernicious vice by 
the influence of a great name and 
exalted station. If the plninlifT is 
proud to be 'such a man; espe- 
cially, if in the discharge of his 
high oflices he has disgraced 
self and* outraged public, feeling by 
open acts of drunkenness — you 
need not be told frbm diis place 
that he has no right to damages, 
and that the defendants should be 
at once acquitted from all respon- 
sibility to him ; or if he has the 
common reputation of so conduct- 
ing himself, you will impose on 
the defendants the least possible 
amovnl of damages. Y<ui should, 
and no doubt will, promptly mark 
by yoiir verdict your disgust at a 
prostration of character so degrad- 
ing. 

It is abundantly manifest, from 
the whole course of the proofs, 
that the plaintiff has fur many 
jears indulged in the free and con- 
stant osc of spirituous liquors. Yfni 
will, no doubt, severely reprehend 
the practice. You will lament 
that a man of liberal educa- 
tion — placed in the most elevat- 
ed places in society, and of pre- 
eminent talents — should Jeopar- 
dize his health and useful nvss, and 
the public claims upon him, by a 
course of ruinous or degrading 
dissipation. 

But if he has discharged all his 
public duties with ability; and pro- 
priety— if he has no such general 
character as is fastened upon him 


by this libel, although he has given 
way to the indulgence of his appe- 
tite in this respi ct in a way we 
should nu)st strongly disapprove, 
yet yon will remember that with 
Ills secret vices, or. foibles, or infir- 
mities, we have no concern in iliis 
trial ; and lie has a right as a eiii- 
zeii to be protected from a gross 
and malignant libel ; bis feelings, 
and those of bis family, are not to 
be harassed by a wanton exhibiiion 
of him in a way not jiistifn'd by 
the direct proofs or common fame ; 
and under such circumstarices the 
case might well jiiMily exemplary 
damages. 

'1 be situation of ilie defendants 
is also to be regaided, am) the 
means at tin ir command and used 
by them to givi* credit and circula- 
tion to the libe l, and whether lliey 
pnmiulgate'd it with malicious and 
vindictive feelings towards the 
plaintiff. 

The-y are men of talents and 
great personal influence, having 
uiieicr ilieir contred a pape r eiiru- 
lating extensively tliroiiglioui the* 
United States, and of iiiiicli weight 
iipeiri polilieal and literary teipics. 
By tlii’se means they are eiiahleiJ 
tei give greater e fleet to the ir at- 
tacks upon the plaintiff, rendering 
the enlarges be)lh eiiirahle nnel 
wieh’Iy known. Tlie-y are accord- 
ingly me>re e!e>eply re'sponsihle to 
hiiM for an attack .opon h'm private 
aiiel public character in that mode. 

It lias, liowever, been strenii- 
otisly urged in their helialf that the 
plaintiff was a public man in a 
public 5tatie>n,|aiid his cbnrncier 
arift conduct a matter of general 
c*»iicern ; and that their employ- 
ment as journalists imposed on 
llfein the duly of giving circulation 
to all matters of general interest ; 
and if they have thereby injured 
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' the plainliflf, the ufience ought to 
be fiiore leiiii'iitly dealt with on 
that account. 

. There is no Simulation in rea- 
son or law for the arLMUiient. The 
public arc only interesled in know- 
ing the truth ; tlh'y do not reriuirr, 
on the contrary tliey are deeply in- 
terested in, preventiii" all unfound- 
ed detraction of public nieii ; and 
the press is not put in the defen- 
dants’ bands, and patroni/.ed,:is an 
instruhient of private revenge, or 
the vehicle of their personal ani- 
mosities. 

A trust of tlie most liiierestiiig 
and important character subsists 
between the public and the con- 
ductors of the press. It is that 
nntliing but correct and useful and 
wholesome matters sliall be circu- 
lated ; especially that no other 
shall be given as upon the person- 
al knowledge of edit<us. 

In the present state of society, 
newspapers become almost ele- 
mentary works of instruction : they 
are admitted into our families, to 
be read by our wives and chil- 
dren, and passed from member to 
me^iber with the same unreserve 
that school books and books of 
worship are. 'I’liey furnish ali- 
ment to the youthful thought and 
taste, and when badly conducted 
they become the most mischievous 
poison. No one his his newspa- 
per jns|»ecte^or cniili.uis his fa- 
mily agcinTsTirrc pernicious princi- 
ples it may hold out for imitation, 
before allowing it to he read ; hut 
placing confidence in the moral 
Signse and integrity of the publish- 
ers, it is permitted to be perused 
without check or rotraiftt. ^ The 
psalm book, prayer-book/ and 
even bible, are not more free to 
the use of our children. How ii^i- 
portant it is that their young minds 
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should not be taught to entertain 
or went coarse and opprobrious 
sentiments of others ; and that our 
public prints should ncit bring be- 
fore them a constant exhibition of 
bad passions nr scurrilous rcvilings 
of those with wliom the editors 
chance to he at variance ! The 
press is a most efiicietit engine, 
and when directed to the deslriic- 
lion of private ciiaracter, few 
can withstand its power. What 
is the appeal ; what the protection 
UL'ainst it ? who listens to the cry 
of innocence, or regards the pain 
inl^ctf'd oil the siiflerer nr his un- 
o/Tending relatives ? Does the pub- 
lic taste deiu.tud these bitter and 
unmitigated aspersions of private 
reputation wliicit so crowd the 
newspajuTs of the day ? It cannot 
lie. A more exalted and humane 
feeling piTvades this community ; 
and in a fitting case a jury could 
render no more meritorious service 
to the public tliaii in repressing 
this ent.i mous evil — It can* be 
done only by visiting with severe 
damages him who wantonlV and 
falstly assails the character of an- 
other through the puiilic papers. 
A vigilant waii li should be kept 
over the (ditors of our journals to 
prevent their being vehicles for the 
indulgence of private resentment. 

Yet however aggravated the 
practice of traducing character so 
openly and virulently through the 
press may liave liecome, you must 
lie cautious not to let your anxiety, 
to clieck a great evil, lead you to 
do a wrong to these defendants, 
'rhey use Called upon to answer 
for a specific injury, and if they 
have ’cleared themselves of that, 
no considerjiiions»of general expe- 
diency should induce you to pu- 
nisi) tlteirw/or offences not charged 
against them in this action. And 
3 .*? 
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in leeking to restrain the licen- 
tiousness of the press, you will be 
careful not to trammel fair discus- 
sion, nor punish truth, however 
painful it may be to those of whom 
it is published. 

If your verdict is for the plain- 
tiff, the question of damages is 
submitted, under these observa- 
tions, wholly to your tliscretion ; 
that discretion, liowever, to be 
guided by your reason and not 
your passions ; and the damages 
will be apportioned accoriling to 
the nature of the injury, the ^mo- 
tives of the defendants, a^d^he re- 
lative situation and circumstances 
of the parties. 

The defendants had 'a right to 
describe the plaintiff such as he 
was — they arc responsible to him 
in damages, if they have mali- 
ciously and falsely libelled him. 

The Jury retired late in the 
evening, of the 14th of June, un- 
der this charge, and having been 
out all night, came into (>ourt in 
the morning, and requested to he 
again instructed as to the proof of 
general character that might be 
received in mitigation of damages. 
The Judge observed to them 

that the defendants may not give 
evidence of general character as 
to temperance in mitigation, unless 
of the same quality and degree 
charged in the libel.” 

The Jury again withdrew, and 
shortly after returned into Court 
with a verdict fur the plaintiff, 
j(l400 damages and six cents 
costs. 

To this verdict and to the direc- 
tions of the Judge to the Jury, ex- 
ceptions were taken, and an' appli- 
cation was made to the Supreme 
Court In the August Term, 1827, 
for a new trial, ufjon tiv^se among 
other grounds, viz. that the verdict 


was against evidence, and that the 
damages were extravagant — that 
defendants were not permitted to 
inquire whether plaintiff was not 
seen more frequently excited by 
liquor than sober, nor to inquire 
into the general diahit of plaintiff 
in that particular — tlmt the charge 
of the Judge was not warranted by 
the evidence, and tended to mis- 
lead the Jury, by withdrawing from 
their consideration the ({uestion of 
malice, and of ihe entire belief of 
the deleiidants in the truth of their 
charge — that he deeideil that the 
general character of tlie plaintiff 
for intemperance, unless of the 
same quality and dei*ree as charg- 
ed, was not admissihl(‘even in mi- 
ti"a(i(»n of damages, neither was 
the general and contemporaneous 
report at Albany of his coniliiion 
on the (lay rt’lerrrd to, unh?ss it 
<nppeur that the defendants relied 
upon siicii report in making their 
statement — and that he instructed 
the Jury that the malice of the de- 
fendants was a matter of legal in- 
ference and not a question for their 
consideration, if the charge of the 
defendants were not true ; whf reas 
they contended that if tliey be- 
lieved it to be true, and made it in 
good faith and upon substantial 
grounds for their belief, they were 
justified in making it, or at all 
events these wi re strong circum- 
stances in mitigation. 

These (|uesiions w7*re eftihoratc- 
ly argued by Messrs. J. Illunt and 
D. \i. Ogden for defendants, and 
J. Sudani and K.lisha Williams for 
plaintiff, and at the next term the 
Court refused the motion for a ncr. 
trial. ' 

The opinion of the Court in the 
first instance gave an account of 
iTic trial and of the proceedings, 
and then went on as follows : 
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1. A libul ia defined by Black- 
•tone, to be a malicious delhma- 
tion of any person, and especially 
'a ma<;istrate, made public by 
citber printing, writing, signs or 
pictures, in order to provoke him 
to wrath, or exp'ose him to public 
hatred, contempt and ridicule. (4 
BL Com. 150.) Jlnirhinx defines 
a libel, to be a malicious dcfama> 
tion, tending to blacken the 
mcmqry of one who is dead, or 
the reputation of one who is alive : 
and expose him to public hatred, 
contempt or ridicule. ( Iluivk. b. 1 , 
ch. 73, s. 1.) ChiUjj remarks, 
that the term vuilicioiis is introdu- 
ced by Jlau'kim into the definition 
of libel : but in this case, as in 
murder and many others, the 
quality is rather a legal inferenre 
from the crime than one of its 
constituent parts ; and there is ito 
occasion to prove it. (3 Ch. Cr. 
L. 867, and the cases there cited.) 

The judge, on the trial, laid 
down the law substantially as given 
by these writers ; expressly sta- 
ting that if a libel be false, malice 
is inferred, and need not be proved. 
^sTic is supposed to have erred in 
this particular, it may be proper to 
see on what authority the asser- 
tion rests, that malice is implied 
from the falsity, the libellous cha- 
racter of the publication being ad- 
mitted. 

fn iViK A'mg V. WoodfalU' 
Burr. 2661,) tried before Lord 
Mansfield in 1770, bo told the 
jury, that whether the paper was 
in law a libel, was a question of 
law upon the 'face of the record ; 
for, after conviction, a defendant 
may move in arrest of judgment, 
if the paper is not a libel. That 
all the epithets wore formal infer- 
ences of law from the printing and 
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publishing. That no proof of ex- 
press malice ever was required; 
and, in most cases, is impossible 
t» be given. That the verdict 
finds only what the law infers — 
That when an act in itself inditfer- 
ent, if done with a particular in- 
tent, becomes criminal, then the 
intent must he proved and found : 
but when the act is in itself unlaw- 
ful, the proof of justification or 
excuse lies on the defendant : and 
in failure of that |Voof, the law 
implies a criminal intent. 

• This doctrine received the ap- 
probation of the whole cou^t ; and 
Kccrns not to jiavc been again ju- 
dicially agitated, .till 1784, (3 T. 
J(. 4‘2S note («),) when the dean 
oi' Si, . haphysas tried for a libel 
before Mr. Justice Butler, lie 
maintained the same doctrine, and 
gave the same direction to the 
jury ; that all they had to find, 
was the fact of publication, and 
the truth of the innuendos ; leav- 
ing the question of libel or* not, 
upon the record, for the* court. 
On the case coming before the 
king’s bench, Lord Mansfijeld de- 
clared that such had been the 
practice of the court for more than 
100 years. 

Soon after the trial of JVood/allf 
lord Mansfield was attacked in 
parliament, and his doctrine de- 
nied by lords Camden and Chat- 
ham in the house of lords, and by 
Messrs. Ghpin and Dunning; in 
the house of commons. The 
complaint was, that, by the de- 
cision, juries were to judge of the 
facts and tendency only ; but not 
of the intention ; and that the 
truth of the allegations could not 
bo pleaded in abatement of the 
guilt. BisseCs Ilist(n'y<,^2\.) 
And in 1791, the statute 32 Geo. 
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3, eh, 60, WAH passed by which 
the juiy are authorized to give a 
general verdict upon (he whole 
matter in issue ; and shall not be 
required to find the defendant guilty 
upon proof of publication end of 
the innuendos only. 1 believe it 
was denied by no one, either in 
court or in parliiuiicnt, that the 
publication of a paper libellous 
and unlawful upon its fare w’as, 
primn facUy evitlcnce of ma- 
lice, nor was it contended that 
express malice should be shewn 
by matter aliurulr. It was, 'u- 
deed "ery properly contended, 
that the criminality consisted in 
the malicious irt* ution ; nnd that 
the establishment of the lact of 
publication was merely evidence 
of the crime ; but not to l!ic. crime 
itself. That every gem ral verdict 
involves a question of law ; and 
that the ju<ige should iinvc in- 
structed the jury how to lorrn the 
general conclusion of guilty, which 
is compounded of both law and 
fact. That if the term was 
essential, then a conclusion of 
criminal intent had been obtained 
from the jury, without permitting 
them to exercise their judgment 
upon the defendanrs evidence. 
That in ail rases, where the mis- 
chievous intention, which is the 
essence of the crime, cannot he 
collected by simple inference from 
the fact charged, hrcaiise the de- 
fendant goes into evidence to re- 
but such inference, the intention 
becomes a pure iinmixcd question 
of fact for the considern/inn of 
the jury. (Slnrkie on Slander t 
362,3,4,5,6.) 

The act of parliament did not 
undertake to declare what should 
be evidence of publication, or of 
the malicious intent ; and that the 


law on that point was not ques- 
tioned by parliament, or by any 
one else, appears from the case of 
The Kin fr V, Lord JIhinffdon (!' 
E^p. JV. P. Cases, 220.) 'J'liat was 
on indictment fur a lihel upon an' 
Httorney, by a hiemhcr of the 
house of lords, in a speech made 
ill that house, and published by 
him in the newspapers. The trial 
was about throe years after tho 
passing of the act on the subject 
of libel. Jiord Kenyon declared 
the law to be as follows : “ In 
order to eonstitiiln a libel, the 
mind must lie in iiiult, nnd shew a 
malicious intention to defame ; for 
if published inadvertently, it would 
not be a libel. Hut when a libel- 
lous piiblicution is unexplained by 
any evidence, the jury should 
judge from the overt act ; nnd 
when tlic publication contains a 
charge slanderous in its nature, 
should from thence infer iho pub- 
lication was malicious.’’ 

Such has alw:iy.s, I a{)pr;.'bend, 
been the law in Eng/nad ; nnd 
such is tho law there now. The 
ras«i o(' Thr Kin^ v. Crrrrey^ ( I 
A/. S' S. 27:1.) WHS lor a iibr!,; 
and, like tlie last ease, against a 
member of parliament, for piib- 
lisliing his speech containing a li- 
liellouH charge in relation to an in- 
dividitiii. It appeared, in this 
ca.^e, that tlie (hdendaiit lind not 
be6n entirely a voliniiccr in pub- 
lishing Ins speech ; but that nn in- 
correct report of it having appear- 
ed, he furnished a correct one, 
which was also piiblislicd. and con: 
tamed the libel roinplained of. ThO' 
counsel fur the defendant, at the 
trial before l,e lilnnr, juslico, in 
191.3, contended there was noth- 
ing to siininit to tho jury ; for, 1. 
there was no proof of malice; 
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and, 2. the defendant was privileg- 
ed as a member of parliament. 
The judge decided that it was not 
necessary to prove malice ; but it 
might he inferred from the publi- 
cation itself; and, upon tbe au- 
thority of IhA isifst case, be held 
that the defendant was accounta- 
ble for publishing his .speech in 
parliament; though fur speaking 
the .same matter in parliament, he 
was not answerable, 'flic court 
of king’s bench refused, on a mo- 
tion for a new trial, even to grant 
a rule to shew cause ; hccau.sc, as 
lord Kllenlmoviih said, Lbe grant- 
ing it would he to create doubts, 
nut to settle them. On the point 
of malice, he .said, the only rpies- 
tion was, whether the occasion of 
that publication rebuts tlic infer- 
ence of malice arising from tlio 
matter of it. Le /i/mte, justice, 
said be stated to tiie jury tiiat 
when tbe publication is defamato- 
ry, the law infers malice, unless 
soinelliing can be drawn from the 
circumstances attending the pub- 
lication, to rebut that inference; 
.and he left it to them to say, whe- 
ther the circumstances did so rebut 
it. IVIr. PliWipSf in his treatise 
on evidence, says, ** malice may 
be inferred from the publication, 
or proveil by evidence. It must 
often bo extremely dillkult to pro- 
duce direct evidence of a malicious 
*'(li3sigii, extrinsic and iiide|i«'ndeiit 
of the puldication in que.stion ; but 
the publication itself will often af- 
ford the most convincing proof of 
niniicc. If the words are rlirectly 
calculated to slander and degrade 
the character, the nl)viuus infer- 
ence is, that they wore* designed 
to have this effpct, unless sonie- 
ihing can bo drawn from rlie cir- 
cumstances attending the publica- 


tion to repel such an inference. — 
All the circumstances, therefore, 
the manner, the occasion, and the 
matter of the publication, are 
ino.st material and important con- 
siderations.” (2 Phil. Ev. 106.) 

An unsucces.sfiil attempt to jus- 
tify tbe words or libel, is evidence 
of malice. (15 .V/flS.c. Rep, 48.) 
So, in this court, the plea or no- 
tice of jiistihcatiim, if unfounded, 
is al\vny.s cori.sidered an aggrava- 
tion of llic offence; and good 
ground for enhancing damages. 

, In (irnif v. Pentlnnd, (2 Acrof. 

Hmdefy 27,) Prockenrid^iP, 
justice,* makes use ot* this lan- 
guairc; ‘‘‘The idea that a person 
libcllt*d. or maliciously prosecu- 
ted. must prove the quo nnimo, or 
express malice, is of all things the 
most ab.surd.” 

It WHS, perhaps, iinnccessarv 
to ciic cases iVom the English 
hooks, or from our sister states, 
on tins point : fur the cases in onr 
own reports abundantly establi.sli 
the proposition, that thq malicious 
intent will be inferred from the 
faNity and the libellous character 
of the publication. 

Ill Tilt' People V. CrosircII, (3 
John. Cits. 337,) tried before 
chief just ice J^eivis in 1S03, he 
gave tbe jury tbe same direction 
which was gi\en by lord Mans- 
field in The Ein^ v. IVoodfall, 
and by Mr. justice Buller in The. 
Kins: V. The Dean of St, ,‘lxaph; 
that it was no part of the province 
of a jury, to inquire info, or de- 
cide on tbe intent of the defendant ; 
or wliciher tbe publication in 
question was true, or false, or ma- 
licious; but ^ that the intent and 
the chnniclcr of the publication, 
wbetlier libelinus or not, would be 
deckled by the court. On a mo- 
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tion for a new trial, the two great 
questions were, whether the truth 
could be given in evidence, and 
whether the jury were to judge of 
the intent and the law. Mr. Jus- 
tice Kmt delivered nn ahhs and 
eloquent argument in the atrirnui- 
tivo of both points ; hnt he did not 
insist that the intent is nut to ho 
collected from the publication it- 
self and the concomitant circum- 
stances. His language was, If 
the criminal intent be, in this case, 
an inference of ^aw, the right of 
the jury is still the same.” The., 
question was not how the intdnt 
was to be proved ; but wlio should 
determine that intent, the court or 
the jury. Roth the <iuestionH 
agitated in that cause, were put at 
rest by the act April (iihy IsO.o, 
(«M. 28, c/ti 00,) w liich declared 
tiiat the jury sliall have a riiilit to 
determine the law and the fact, 
under the direction of the court ; 
and that it shall be lawful to give 
the trutli in evidence, provich^d 
the publication was made with 
good motives and for justifiable 
ends. 

It is the* settled law of this .state, 
that, to support an action of this 
nature, malice is essential ; and 
whether there is malice in the 
publication, belongs to the jury 
to decide as a matter of fact, under 
the direction and advice of the 
court. (Jarrlit v. Jfnthr.xmy^ 3 
John^ 180.) Rut how is malice to 
be proved ? In few eases will it be 
declared. It must be inferred 
from tho tihelioiis nature of the 
publication, and (unless in certain 
excepted cases) falsehood, added 
to the character of thp publication, , 
must bo considered prima facie, 
evidence of malice. 

In the case of Lewie v* Few, 


(5 John. 35,) Thompson, justice, 
in delivering the opinion of the 
court, says, “ Where the act is 
in Itself unlawful, the proof of 
justification or excuse lies on the 
dcfciulant ; and on failure thereof, 
the law implies a criminal intent. 
If a libel contains an imputation 
of a crime, or is actionahlo without 
shewing special damage, malice is, 
pnma facie, implied : and it the 
defendant claims to be exonerated 
on the ground of want of malice, 
it lies with him to shew it was 
published imiler such circum- 
stances, as to rehut this presump- 
tion of law.” Again he says, “ llie 
accusations being false, tho prima 
facie prosumptiun of law is, that 
the publication was malicious.” 
Judge Jiells, at the trial of this 
cause, said, matico in nmking 
the jiuhlieai ion need not he proved ; 
it w ill he implied, if the charge is 
false.” 

Other cases might he cited 
where the same principle is re- 
cognized ; hut they are not neces- 
sary ; as every case of an excep- 
tion to the general rule admits nnd^ 
proves the rule itself. Those 
rases arc exceptions, because, 
from the relation of the parties, 
the legal presumption of muhee is 
rebutted. 

'I'he case of IVealhtrsion v. 
ffttirkins, (I T. li. 110,) has 
been cited, to shew thai inalido 
must he proved. That was an 
action by a servant against his 
former master, for charging him 
with fraud in giving a character of 
him. A verdict was taken sub- 
ject to the opinion of the court. 
If ood, fur the phiintin', stated that 
it is not necessary in an action for 
a libel' to prove express malice ; 
if it be slanderous, malice is im- 
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plied. Ld. Mansfield said, ** 1 
have held more than once that citi 
action will not lie by a servant 
against his former master, for 
words spoken hy him in giving a 
character of the servant. The 
general rules* are laid dj)wn as Mr. 
IVood has stated ; hut to every libel 
tlinrc may be a necessary and im- 
plied justification from tlie occa- 
sion.” /iw/Zer, justice, said, “This 
is an exception to the gentMal rule, 
on account of the occasion of 
writing the letter, 'riien it is 
incumbent on tlie plaintitf to prove 
the falsehood of it ; and in actions 
of this kind, unlc'^s bo can prove 
the words to be rnallciuus as well 
as false, they are not actionable.” 

The case of llo^vrs v. C/i/Zoa, 

(.‘1 li, P. 587,) contains the 
sainn principle. 

I’bf'ro arc other relations be- 
tw'cen parties in wbich malice is 
not implied from the falMtv of the 
charge ; as when it is made in the 
CJU.TCISC of church discipline, [’S 
John. 1S3 ;) or in the course of 
legal or judicial procciHlmgs ; (3 
\Ksp. Rep. 32 ;) or where an ap- 
plication is made to the proper au- 
thority for redress of grievances, 
or for the removal of an otliccr, to 
the person or persons possessing 
the power of removal. (4 Nrrg. iV 
KatWe, 420. Thorn \. Wnnchanl, 

5 Jo/irt. 508.) In these cases cx- 
* '|iress malice must be prtwed, or 
no action lies. 

Is the case now before ns an 
exception from the general rule Z 
It is contended on behalf of the 
defendanis, that, as tbo plaintilf 
was a public oflicci;, and a can- 
didate for a re-election', this case ^ 
comes within the principle of 
Thorn v. Rlanchardf (5* John. 
608.) 1 fully subscribe, to the doc- 


trine of Ch. J. Parsons (4 Mass, 
Itf.p, 169,) that when any man 
shall become a candidate for an 
elective office, he puls his charac- 
ter in issue in re.-pect to his fit- 
ness and rpialificutinns for the 
office ; that publications of the 
truth, on that subject, are not li- 
bellous ; and that the publication 
of falsehood against public offi- 
cers or candidates deserves pun- 
ishment. 

I know of no decision wbich 
goes the length*of justilying un- 
bounded slander on such occa- 
skuH. 'fhe case is not new in 
this cofirt ; and we are* therefore, 
not withotit prectMlent to guide us. 
LcjfiS v. ,/()//». 1,1 isanalo- 

gou<. The piaimitf was a can- 
didate f(»r the i lVu c of governor ; 
and the (IclVniliint was chairman of 
a political meeting, whose prt- 
i’erdings were piibli.-lud, and con- 
taineil libellous charge:!. It was 
there contended that the truth or 
fal-ebood was not llic nkerion of 
liability : but malice \ and that 
should be proved. Thompson^ 
justice, says, It has not been 
pretended but that the ‘address in 
question would be libellous, if 
coiisideied as the act of an indi- 
vidual ; but its being the act of a 
public meeting of whicli the de- 
fendant was a member, and the 
publication being against a candi- 
date for a public office, have 
been slrenunusiv urged as afford- 
ing a complete justification. 'Phe 
doctrine contended for by liie de- 
feiidaiiU' eoimsel results in llio 
pn*silioii, tliat every publicalioii 
ushered forth under the sanction 
of a piihlie political meeting, 
against a candiiaic for an elective 
office, is beyond the reach of legal 
inquiry. To such a proposition I 
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can never yield my assent. It 
would, in my judgment, be a mon- 
strous doctrine, to establish, that 
when a man becomes a candidate 
for an elective office, he thereby 
gives to others a right to accuse 
him of any imaginahlc crimes with 
impunity. If a inaii has commil- 
ted a crime, any one has a right to 
charge him with it, and is nut re- 
sponsible fur the accusation : and 
can any one wish for more lati- 
tude than this 

In Harwood v. ,/l.dleif, (4 li. 

P, 47,) Ch. J. Mansfield says, 

It would be a sfranjin rluctriuc 
indeed, that when a man stands 
for the most honourable situation 
in the country, any person may 
accuse him of any itnaginable 
crime with impunity.” 

The case of Lewis v. Few was 
decided after tliat of Thorn v. 
Blanchardy which was cited on 
the argument. The two ca.ses 
were, of course, supposed not to 
depend on the same [ninciple, or 
the decision in Li-wis v. Few 
would iiave been ditiVrent. 

It has been contended that in- 
dulgence slioiild be .shewn to the 
defendants us conductors of a 
press, whose duty it is to commu- 
nicate to their readers what pas.sea 
in the Icgmlature ; that their rela- 
tion to the public is one which 
takes their case out of the general 
rule; and imposes proof of ex- 
press malice on the plaintiffi 
Their right to publish the truth is 
not questioned; hut it i.s denied 
that, in the capacity of editors of 
a newspaper, they have any other 
rights than such as arc common to 
all. The liberty of the press will 
not be invaded by requiring the 
conductors of our presses to stand 
responsible for the truth of* what 


they publish. “The liberty of 
the press,’' said lord Mansjitidj 
“ consists in printing without any 
previous licen.se, subject to the 
consequence of law. The licen- 
tiousness of the press is Pando- 
ra’s box, the source »;f every evil.^’ 
The liuignage of Van Beuren, 
senator, ( 1 1 Ju/in. 594,) in refe- 
rence to what .'ihould constitute a 
libel, seems to me empiiatically 
appropriate to the doctrine of the 
defendants’ counsol : ** Such a 

doctrine, added to the acknowl- 
edged licentiousness of the press, 
would form a rampart, from be- 
hind wiiicii tlie blackest scurrility 
and the most odious criminations 
migiit be burled on private cha- 
racter with impunity ; and would, 
indeed, render the pre.^s both a 
public and private curse instead 
of u public blessing.” 

It seems to me, tborefurc, that 
the judge rightly instructed the 
Jury, when he said that malice 
was implied and inferrible from 
tlifi libellous character of the 
publication, and from its falsity. 

lie informed tlie jury that if the 
charge was true, that was a com- 
plete justification. The question 
as to its truth upon the evidence, 
was fairly submitted to their con- 
sideration. The jury have, by 
their verdict, disallowed the justi- 
hention. On that topic something 
will bo said hereafter. At pre- 
sent it is proper to inquire, 

2. Whether the law was cor- 
rectly stated to the jury on Iho 
question of mitigating the dama- 
ges. And first, as to the reports 
at Jllbaivj. .It would be sufficient 
answer to the defendants, to say 
that they did not rely upon reports^ 
They did not pretend to give to 
their readers the aubstanee of re- 
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ports which were in circiiliition rc- 
spectin" the plniiililK They say, 
slate, what we, saw. Nor was it 
pretended that tlio piihlieation was 
in fact based upon any sneh re- 
ports. • 

IJut for myself, I deny alto- 
together tlin propriety of such evi- 
dence after the deli'ndanls had 
njade an unsncccssliil altmipt at 
justification, 'fhe defenilants pub- 
lish gross libel upon the plaintiir; 
and upon being jiro'.eeiil(;d, they 
do not slifdter ihcfn^elves under 
any repoifs or rni-in!orriintion. 
They do not llien seek to •dliT an 
excuse for an aeknowh fl'n d 10 ) 11 - 
ry. 'fhev eoiiie hijhily court, 
and place (he libel n|>on rcr.M'd : 
where it iuu>i recivt; a <.‘on.-|ii«*u*>iK 
and imh lihb? < luir.:(' anuiMst ih.e 
plaintilK They thus rf‘-]>!:oli.rh it in 
the most formal and s(»!cnm man- 
ner. Tln^y assume by tni'^ coiirso 
of defence an additional liahihfy : 
and such a (ie('t‘ii(;(‘, win 11 unsuc- 
ccssluhhas always been considered 
good ground for onhancing daina- 
gcy*. 1 have had occasion in a for- 
iRcr cause, to cite what seems to mo 
'the unansworalile argument of tlie 
late chief ju-ilicc Parsfuis on tins 
question; (o (\ur</i, 4!)9, 500 :) 
and which I shall therefore nut 
repeat hero. 'I’hc, precise point 
was dcciticd by this court : and 
^Vibseqiicnt examination has con- 
vinced me of tlie soundnc>s of 
that decision. 

Tim. case of Lamed v. 

/OM, (3 J\Iass. Rej). 5 It;.', has 
been cited on behalf of the dcicn- 
danls, whiidi shews that the plain- 
tiff’s condition and maiwicr of 
life, and his clriratMer I'T fair 
dealing, mav ho given m iwuluiirc, 
under a plea of justilication, in 
mitigation o4' damages, 'll wa,s so 


decided in that case, by the cour* 
ofMassac/iu.'^e/ts, upon the reason 
given by Rarsons, Cb. J., which 
was, that his rank and general 
character are in issue, and a 
kiiowh-dge of it may he necessary 
to a ju.■^t assessment of damages. 

In the same opinion he proceeds 
to state that certain evideuefe may 
he received in mitigation under the 
general i'^sim, which ought to be 
rejected uiifler a plea of justifica- 
tion ; as tiuit word.-^ were spoken 
from pa-sion. and not n aliciously, 
ol tilirouuh iiii>tiike. lint if the 
def.ndanK win 11 called lipon to 
answer in a •court of law, will de- 
liberately declare tliat the words 
are tnn*, he precludes all attempt 
to militate tlm damng(.’s from any 
of tho.-e lacts and circumstances ; 
iM caiiNe Ins plea of justification is 
inciui'-ioit nt with ilnmi. lie fur- 
ther stated. that under such a plea, 
if through the lault of the plaiiiiitf, 
tho dcfciulant at the time of ipeak- 
ing the words, and also at the 
lime of pleading, had good cause 
to helic\c they were true, that 
sliould he received in mhigatiun. 
This tloctrinc was uncalled for by 
any thing in the case ; and has 
since been expressly disavowed 
by the same court, unless the de- 
fendant will admit tliat he was 
mistaken, and tiiiis afford all the 
relief he can against the calumny 
whichhc has published, (. lldrnna/i 
v. Rirni'h, 1 Pick. 1. 19.) In this 
case, that icspcctablc court rei- 
terate tho doctrine laid down in 
II ncAo/ V. Hall, {(t »Mas.<. Rep. 

and deny the autliority of 
the cuM's of L< ict>tt r\. Wal/er, 

^5 ('a.iiph. 2.**].' and v. 

^ I ,lf. iv A. Tho same 
quest ioTf came again before that 
court in llodwcll v. Swan, (3 Pick. 

21 • 
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376.) Parker C. J. refers to 
derman v. French ; and adds, tnat 
such evidence would answer all 
the purposes of the defendant, 
without exposing him to the consc- 
qucnces of attempting to justify, 
and failing in the attempt. Be- 
sides, the .plaintiti* would have no 
notice: The defendants in such 
a rase ought to he ready to take 
the ground openly, that what they 
have said is true ; or they should 
be ready to discharge ihcmselvea 
of mulico under the general issue, 
in some of the ways which .have 
been allowed us k gitiinato grounds 
of defence. As to lumors, it is 
added, these very storiijs may 
have originated in slander ; and 
character could not be protected, 
if the third or fouitli tiiculutor 
i should he able to defend hirnsidf, 
or reduce the dajiiages liecuusi* he 
only gave more piihlicity,u(id added 
the weight of his character to ca- 
lumny which had bcmi originated 
bv others. The rule is ndniiticd, 
that the general chartteter may he 
attacked ; because that is n lied 
upon as the ground of damages ; 
and the plaintifl' is supposed at all 
times to be prepared to sustain his 
general character ; hut not to dis- 
prove, without notice, puiticiilur 
facts. 

It is true indeed, lliat in the 

case of V. Mnorj ( 1 M. 

4* *S. 284,) tlic defendant was al- 
lowed to cross-examine the jdaiii- 
tiff’s witiiessen, as to reports of 
the same nature with tiie slander. 
This was done expressly upon the 
authority of LfireMer v. tVa/ler, 
(2 Campb, 251.) In that case 
such evidence was admitted upon 
the plea of not guilty. Mnnsfultl, 
Ch. Justice, declared iiicn that 


he could not answer the argu- 
ments against it ; but it had been 
decided tiiat if you do not justify, 
you may give in evidence any thing 
except the triilh of the charge, in 
mitigation. 11c (|id not cite any 
case. He also relied on the aver- 
ment in the declaration (Imt the 
plaintiff had always maintained a 
good character. 

It appears, however, that the 
English courts intended to 'con- 
fine the ride to cases where there 
had been no attempt to justify. In 
Snowdon v. Smithy 1. JV/. 

2S6, note (a), the defendant plea- 
ded a justification. CliambrCi 
justice, would n(4 permit any evi- 
dence of reports such as were al- 
lowed in other cases. Leicester v. 
lV(dltr v.HH cited; but he held 
that it did not govern the ea.sc be- 
fore him, where the defendant by 
his plea had put tlie issue upon the 
truiii of the charge imputed, 'riic 
distinctuui taken by Mr. Justice 
ChambrCy is perhaps the true one, 
between those eases in which f ir- 
cuiii>tanccs may he given in evi- 
dence in mitigation, and those 
in which they will be rejected, i. 
is certainly the only one upon 
which the various cases can be 
reconciled. 

The fpiestinn as to wbat facts 
and circumstances operate in miti-- 
gatioii of damages iitidcr the gene- 
ral isMic alone, is not free from 
difficulty ; because courts are not 
uniform in their doctrines on the 
Hubjert; ami difl’erent cases ad- 
mit of different eorisiderntions. it 
seems to imvo been the rule once, 
that liie truth might he given in 
evidence upon the general issue, 
in initigation of damages. ( liulL 
JV. P. 9.) In Smithies Harrison^ 
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(Ld. Raym, 727,) the words im- 
ported a cliiirge of adultery with 
Jane at Slile, Iloltf (Ui. J. ruled 
that the dciendant rni^lit, in miti> 
gallon of damatres, give evidence 
that the plaintiQ' committed adul- 
tery with Jane at Stile ; hut not 
with any other woman. This was 
so ruled at nisi privs about 1701. 
It is to be presumed that the prac- 
tice was not uniftjrrn ; for in Ua- 
dermod v. Parks, {Sir, 1200, A. 
D. 1744,) Ch. J. Lee refused the 
evidence, saying that at a meeting 
of all the judges upon a case that 
arose in the common pleas, a 
largo majority of them had deter- 
mined not to allow it for the fu- 
ture ; hut that it should ho plead- 
ed, whereby tlio plaintiff might be 
prepared to defend himself, as 
well ivs to prove the speaking of 
the words ; that (he rule extended 
to all sorts of words; and not 
barely to such as imported a 
charge of felony. Such is the rule 
in this court. (14 John. 233.) 
In Shepard v. ^Merrill, (13 John. 

,) Spencer, justice, say.s, no 
principle is belter established, 

' than that the truth of slanderous 
words cannot be given in evi- 
dence under the general issue, 
cither ns a defence, or in mitiga- 
tion of damage.s. In that case, 
the defendant had offered in an ac- 
tion for words imputing theft, to 
.prove suspicious circum.stancos in 
relation to the charge complained 
of; but the cvidonco was rejected. 

At present the rule iu England 
* seems to be, that, in actions for 
words, the* defendant may give 
in mitigation of damages, any evi- 
dence short of such as would be 
a complete defence to tho action, 
had a justification been pleaded, 


{Starkie on Slander, 406.) Ue 
mdy also give evidence of tho 
plaintiff’s general bad character in 
mitigation of damages. (1 Ph» 
Ev. 146, and cases there cited .) — 
The same rule prevails here as to 
general character. (2 Cuwen, 
813, 14.) ThU is upyn the prin- 
ciple that a person of di.sparaged 
fame, is not entitled to the same 
measure of dum.tge.s, a.s another 
whoso character is miblemished. 
It is remarked in \»Ph. Ec. 147, 
on the authority of Snowdon v. 
3ini/h. that such evidence is not 
admis.-iible where the defendant by 
bis plea, puts in is.sue the truth of 
the charge im|fiited. But by a 
«i.si prius case, Kirman v. Oxley, 
mentioned in note (4) to that page, 
it .<ccms that bad character gene- 
rally may be shewn under any, 
slate of pleadings ; I presume, 
however, no circumstances of 
sii.-pieion against the plainliifas to 
llm psuticular .slander, except un- 
der the goncrul i^suc only. 

After a careful examiftation of 
the autiiorilics cited, and many 
others, I concur perfectly with 
Mr. Anthoii. as far a.s he goes, 
in his note to the case of Else v. 
Ferris, {..hthon .V. P. 25, note 
(r).) The action is founded in 
actual or |)resumcd hiss of the 
plniutitf, arising from tlie mali- 
cious publication of the defendant. 
If the charge itiadc by the defen- 
dant is true, however malicious, 
no action lie.s. Upon an indicl- 
inent, indeed, tiie defendant should 
shew that the publication was 
made from good motives and for 
justifiable ends ; but in a private 
action at the sTiit of the party ag- 
grieved, 1 consider the motives to 
bo uiittil' the question. When the 
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publication is libellous, the plain- 
tifT need not shew eitiier acthal 
damage to himself, or express 
malice in the defcndmit. Roth 
are necessary presumptions. "J'he 
defendant must then justify or ex- 
cuse the publication, or a recove- 
ry must be. had against him. He 
may shew in evidence, under the 
general issue, by >vay of excuse, 
any thing short of a justi Heat ion 
which does not necessarily im- 
ply the truth \)f the charge, or 
tend to prove it true ; hut which 
repels the presumption of malif^c 
arising Virom the fact of publica- 
tion. And, under any circumstan- 
ces, ho may show that the plain- 
titT’s reputation has sustained no 
injury, because he had no reputa- 
tion to lose. 'When the defen- 
dant undertakes to justify because 
the publication is true, the pica, 
or, which is the same thing, a 
notice of justification, is a rc-pub- 
licatioii of tiie libel. It is an ad- 
mission of tho malicious intent 
with which tho publication was 
first made. Hence it is the uni- 
form practice of this court not to 
allow such a pica to be withdrawn, 
without an affidavit of its falsity to 
be put upon tho record : And 
upon the trial, the jury arc in- 
structed, that if the plea is false, 
it is an aggravation of the oflencc, 
and calls for enhanced damages. 
Such a state of the case, and such 
an instruction to the jury, is total- 
ly inconsistent with the idea of 
mitigation resting upon tho ab- 
sence of malice. That k con- 
fessed upon the record. When, 
however, the defendant docs not, 
by the pleadings, admit the malhic, 
then he may excuse his conduct 
by shewing such circumstances as 
disprove a malicious intent. A 


variety of instances are given in 
the bunks. Rut as, under the 
general is.sue, the truth cannot he 
given in evidence, cither in jusli- 
iication, or in mitigation ofdama-^ 
ges, it seems to follow upon prin- 
ciple, that cirenm.stancc.s tending 
to prove the truth arc eipially in- 
admissibio. There is an incon- 
sisteney in admit ting weak evi- 
dence, and excluding that wbioh 
is conclusive. Reside, as to Want 
of notice ; the plainlilf must be 
cqualiy surprised by having bis 
guilt proven by sns|ur,ions circum- 
stances, as by positive proof. 

Evidence of the plainlilf’s gene- 
ral character is pnipcr, because, 
whether the dulentlant has acted 
inaliciously or m)t, can make no 
dillcrcnco, in point'jof injury, to a 
clmracbn- that is so bad, as to bo 
incapable of receiving injury. 

Such, 1 tiiink, arc the conclu- 
sions to 1)0 drawn from adjudged 
cases and approved principles : 
and if warrantable, they will aid 
us in rightly determining upon the 
correctness of the judge in the di- 
rections to the jury. He told th^m 
that the defendant might not givo 
ovidcnco of general cliardclcr, as 
to temperance, in mitigation, un- 
less of the same quality and de- 
gree charged in the libel. 

The defendants had published ar 
outrageous libel upon the plaintitf, 
if false. When prosecuted, they 
do not disavow the malice, and 
claim exemption from damages by 
bringing themselves within some 
of the exceptions to tho general 
rule ns to the implication of malice. 
Thcytcome into court ; and when 
they may bo supposed to have as- 
coEtained whether they were mis- 
taken in the first publication, de- 
liberately assort upon record that 
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the publication is true ; and that 
tlio plaintitT was IVcfpuMitly intoxi- 
cated when presiding in the sen- 
ate. So iar then tVoin diselaiin- 
ing malice, they virtually admit it 
in the iiicc of, the court. They 
are clearly excluded, therefore, 
from the henofil of any defence 
based upon tlie absence of malice. 
If the evidence onered, of gene- 
TPj intemperance, was t(j opi*rat<J 
in tJlvour of llte defendants, by rais- 
ing a presumption that tlm plain- 
titl* was actually in llic fiiluutlon 
described in the liliel, then it was 
cdcarly improper. 'I’he justification 
must he as broad as the cliatire. If 
the evidence was ollcrcd in miti- 
gation, to repel the presumption (»f 
malice, then they were not entitled 
to it, because tlioy had admitted 
the maliciotis intent by tlu) notice. 
The evidence then could have no 
possible legal eifect, unless it was 
to show the plainlilf’s general had 
character. His general character 
was' in issue; and to tluit should 
the evidence have been pointed ; 
ijot to any foibles, or failings or vi- 
ces, which may derogate from a 
good gem^ral moral character. 
The plaintiif had courted nit inves- 
tigation into his general character ; 
which had been docliited ; and, of 
course, that was admitted to be 
good. The general character 
should form the subject of e„\ami- 
nation. The character of the 
plaintiiV comes in collaterally. Tt 
is not distinctly put in issue. 'J'o 
confine the inquiry to the particu- 
lar character of the parly, in the 
capacity in which ho has been li- 
belled, would be, in soatc mea- 
sure, infringing on the well settled 
rule, that under the gMticral issue, 
the truth of the words cannot be 
.given in evidence in mitigation of 


damages. {Ver Thompson, J. in 
root V. Trncij, 1 John. 45.) I’he 
phiinliir’s cliiUMcter at Iar; e, or in 
gross, if 1 may he allowed the ex- 
prc'ssion, was in is.-ne ; nnd us 
sncli might he ntlaeliod f but not 
in «lelail ; as bv shewing it defec- 
tive in some parliculars. As an 
attack upon the general clfjirael(?r, 
it would 1)0 CMjually improper to 
prove llie plaintiff inteinpeiatc in 
the use ol spniluous liquors, as 
to >bew that lie wrts in flu; l:al)itof 

jdininu' cuid.^f, or liijitliiioiis.or was 

V'yuted a liar, or the flevoiee of 
any partieular vice. '^|!^ rjiu .■^lion 
to the w ilMCr.- should be. what is 
liie plmnlili'-s general charac ter ? 
If t!u! witness sa\s it is I'ad, ll;o 
de'.hndani has altaiued bis olqerl, 
Slioubl ill'.' plaintill on the wit- 
ness to i-pi cily tl'.e grounds of lii« 
opiuioii, he woubi liave a rii:bl .‘•o 
to do : but it can m'vcr bo per- 
mitted to tbe defendant to ]U‘Ovc 
the plaiiUitf's ebaraeter bad by 
nttaeking it in delai) or by 
])ieee-meal. That wcnld lie like 
provoking pavlicnlar facts against 
a witness wiiose eltara^lcr is in 
issue. This is never allow- 
ed. 

In no point of \iew, ilserefore., 
was I’ue testimnuy admissible un- 
der llie pleatlings, even witliout 
the qualification of ll»o judge. 
Had such evidence been otieied 
under tbe genet al issue alfiie, 
with a view to show the court aud. 
jury that there was no iiialice in 
the defendants, because in reality 
thejf only repealed what every one 
else did, and what tlie plaintiff’s 
conduct led them to believe was 
*lhe truth, a v^rv dillurcnt question 
would have been pieseuted. They 
woulc^ then have brought them- 
selves within some of tli^ recent 
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English cases; ivhich now have 
no direct application to this cash, 
because the question arose under 
a totally different state of the plead- 
ings. 

3. As to the receiving of im- 
proper testimony, I think there 
was none. . The journals were 
shewn to have been printed by the 
printer to tho slate, and to have 
been laid upon the tables of mem- 
bers, where any error would pro- 
bably have becti corrected. They 
were proved by tlic clerk. This 
was certainly, jmma facif.y enough. 
A printed copy of public docu- 
ments, transmitted to congress by 
the president of the United Slates, 
and printed by the printer to con- 
gress, has been holden to bo ad- 
missible as evidence. 

1 As to the rejection of proper 
testimony ; that is nccessurliy neg- 
atived in the view which 1 have 
taken relative to the admissibility 
of repcris and character. 

4. Was the verdict against 
evidence ? Wlicther the libel was 
true or not, was the question be- 
fore the jury. The evidence was 
contradictory. It was the pro- 
vince of tile jury to weigh it ; and 


the court ought not to set aside the 
verdict unless in a clear case. 

5. Are the damages excessive? 
In the case of Tillotson v. Cheet- 
ham, (2 Ju/tn. 63,) the recovery was 
Ij^l400 in favour of .the secretary 
of state, against a printer, for a 
libel imputing to him corrupt con- 
duct. The court said, We can- 
not interfere on account of the 
damages. A case must bo very 
gross, and the recovery, enormous 
to justify our interposition on a 
mere question of damages, in an 
action of slander.’* The same 
point was so decided in Coleman 
V. Soulinrick, (9 John. 45.) and 
South loick v. Stevens, (10 John. 
443.) These cases were between 
editors and printers of newspapers. 
In one the verdict was $1500 ; in 
the other $640. 

In actions for libel and for 
other defamation, unless some 
rule of law has been violated, or 
there has been some itnpioper 
conduct by the parlies or jury, a 
new trial will not be granted. (3 
John. 180. 9 id. 36. 15 id. 493.) 

The motion for a new trial must 
be denied. 

New trial denied. 


TRIAL FOR PERJURY. 


During the pre.scnt term of tho 
circuit court, in this city, (St. 
Louis), came on the trial of John 
Brewer, indicted for perjury, com- 
mitted in the case of the State vs. 
Patrick Soye, tried at the last 
term. Brewer was found giHty 
by the jury who were absent but a 
few minutes. 

THE STATE VS, JOHN BREWER. 

Indictvfwl for perjury^ alleged lo 


h(\ve been committed on the trial 
of Patrick Soye, for the murder 
of J mes Reddit. 

In this case, the prisoner, on 
being brought to the bar of the 
court, and demanded if he had any 
thing to say why the court should 
not now proceed to pass sentence 
of death upon him, agreeably to 
law,, by his counsel objects and 
states-— 

1st. That under 4ha laws o 
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this State, murder is not a 
felomjy nor is any grade of 
homicide. 

2d. That the indictment is de- 
fective, in not stating specifi- 
cally, and hy way of a sub- 
stantive averment, that there 
was a trial for Jehny. 

3d. That the punishment to 
be inflicted is to be gradua- 
, ted by the standard of what 
' is due to the particular crime, 
from which the accused at- 
tempted to discharge the per- 
son on whose trial ho was 
sworn. 

Reference has been made to 
the Rritish books for the definition 
of filony. It lias also been urged, 
that as the law in force at the time 
of adopting the constitution, had 
declared certain crimes to be felo- 
nies, there was soinetliing for that 
instrument to operate on in the 
use of the ierui felony — that, as in 
the revised code, certain ofTences 
are 'still declared to be felonies, 
and neither murder, nor homicide 
any grade, is so called, that, 
therefore, murder in this state is 
not felony* 

On the first point, the court re- 
marks, that the term felony has 
been adopted by us from the juris- 
prudence of England ; and, pro- 
bably, into that from the Teutonic 
or German laws and instiiutioiis. 
■In this country, its signification is 
diflerent from what it is England, 
and there, probably diffcrLMit from 
whnt it was in the TtMitonic or 
German laws. In the latter, the 
fee, that is flio ficfor land, was only 
forfeited — but in England, both 
the fee and goods, in some cases 
are forfeited. It was adopi;ed in 
England as a technical term, and 
in the course of time its meaning 


was, probably, changed as above 
sjieciiied. Mr. Justice Blackstone 
says, that, “ by long use we be- 
gan to signify hy llio term felony 
the acliial crime committed, and 
not the penal consequence.” — 
Again, he says, “ the idea of felo- 
ny is indeed so generally ronnect- 
ed with that of capital punishment, 
that wc find it hard to separate 
them ; and to this usage the in- 
terpretations of the law do now 
conform ; and, tlitrcfore, if a sta- 
tute makes any new otfence felony, 
Mi« law implies that it shall be 
punished with death.” He, there- 
fore, uses it as a general term, in- 
cluding all capital crimes below 
treason. Tn this country, it has 
also been adopted into our statutes 
and law language. It will be 
found to have been employed sever 
ral times in the constitution of this 
State, (see art. 3. sec. 8, and 23 ; 
also art. 13, declaration of rights, 
see. 15), and very often tin our 
statutes, (see revised code, title, 
crimes and misdemeanours, chap. 

1 and 2.) By an examination of 
these references and thrf ronstitu- 
tion, it will be seen, that it has be- 
come a term in common use with 
us, and rntjans something very 
diflerent from what it did in Eng- 
land. This court is, therefore, 
now called on for the first time, as 
it is hcliiived, in this country, to ex- 
pound the law in this particular, 
and to define the term felony, un-. 
der our constitution and laws. — 
And I am of opinion that the term 
felohy, in this country, means all 
erjmes or offences above the fi^rade 
of misdemeanours. Mr. Christian 
Says, it is used in England in con- 
tradistinction to misdemeanours, 
and (hat misdemeanours com- 
prehend all indictablo t^flonccs 
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which do not amount to felony. I, 
therefore, consider the use of tRc 
term in our syslern of jurispru- 
dence, us dtiscripliee of the of- 
fence, or its grade, uitiiout any 
reference to its puuishiucut or con> 
sequences. Hence in tlie use of 
the ierin feloinjy in the otith sec- 
tion of (he act concerning crimes 
and punishments,'’ on which the 
indictment is founded, 1 am of 
opinion, that the legislature meant 
all crimes ivhartof the iniiiisliun nl 
isdettlh, and sucii olliers as arc 
expressly declared to he foLonj? 
by that ict, and pc.ihapr, 1 may 
go i'urfiuir, aiul say, all such 
wh(ircof tlic pmuslnnont, by the 
common law. was tin; lorfidturo 
of goods or lauds. Such I lind to 
be the fact in Virginia ; as may 
«be seen by Tucker’s Ijlack.-tone, 
page ‘Jo, nolc(l.) The leurned 
judge there remarks, that, “ al- 
though forfeiture of lands, us well 
as ofgoods, isaholislicd in Vuginra, 
yet tiiis does not alter the nut lire 
of felony : hut all ollcnces which 
induced u forfeiture at the com- 
mon law*, or which have been de- 
clared capital by .statute, still re- 
main felonies, as if the conse- 
quences were still the suiiie. 

On the second point 1 will only 
remark, that felony iu)l being 
punishable in this state with forjei- 
lure, it becomes umieci^ssary, in 
my opinion, to charge a murder, 
for e.\iimplc, to have been feloni- 
ously committed, and that murder 
here, as well as in England, ne- 
cessarly means felony. It' will 
hence follow, tliat, in my opinion, 
it was not ruicesvary to aver in 
this indictment, tllal the trial of 
Soyo, for the murder of fleddit, 
in which tl)c perjury was commit- 
ted, was a trial for a felony. It will 


be observed, however, that this 
indictment does state, that Soye 
was tried for the felonious murder 
of lleddit. 

On the third point, it is under- 
.stood to he urgcal, that it is not 
from a charge of murder, in its 
broadest and most general signifi- 
cation, that the prisoner is charged 
with having intended to discharge 
iSoye, hut oidy the particular 
chargeil in that imJictment, fls a 
murder — that as every indictment 
for miirdt;r Is neciissarily an indict- 
ment for inn n-sl(in>^ liter f it will 
follow, tlial one for man-slaughter 
(»«///, will never he prefcrr(;d under 
this law, h<;canse, if perjury be 
thert'ou commillf?d, the puuish- 
immt will not he d(NUh. 

It will at once he observed, that 
the stalulo in this case, declares, 
tiiat on convic;liou, the party .shall 
sul’er .such puui'^hmout as is duo 
to the ninie u'ilk irJiich he has 
di.ichnr^edf or attempted to dis 
charffCy the other, and not the 
crisne of which the party on trial 
may be convicted. If, as is con- 
tended on this point, it wu.s the in- 
tention of the legislature, that the 
prisoner slioidd sulfer, on con- 
viction, oidy siicli punishment as 
Soye has been sentenced to re- 
ceive, on his conviction for man- 
.sluuglitf^r, iijsload of murder, it is 
incouceivahlc why such diilercnt 
language has been employed by 
the legi.dalure. Indeed, it will 
necessarily .suggest iLsolf to the 
mind of every one, that the charge 
of inurdf.T may he reduced to mnn- 
slaughter, by the perjury itself, 
and (list th(! parly would not only 
have a powc'rlul motive for ro- 
dnc«og the charge, hut would, in 
that event, enjoy the benefit of 
tile perjury. If the nntCDtion of 
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the legislature was what is con- 
tended for by the prisoner, it was 
easy for them to say so. But 
how very diffL*ront is the Inngiiage 
of tlie act. Tlio evil resulting, in 
practice, from cotistriiing this 
stiitiite ngrecaf)ly tu its plain 
^meaning, and tlic force and eflcct 
lof the terms employed, is one that 
this court cannot control : and it 
^uld he nothing less than a di- 
rect act of legislation in this court, 
to say, that the punishment which 
the prisoner shall suffer, on this 
indictment, shall be such as is pre- 
scribed for tho crime of man- 
slaughter, whereof Soye was con- 
victed — whereas the law express- 
ly says, it shall be such as is duo 
to the crime with which ho dis- 
charf^ed or attempted to discharge, 
Soye. It is needless to add, that 
the punishment or murder being 
death, under this construction of 
the law, that oflho prisoner at the 
bar must also he death. 

• SKNTENCE. 

John Brewer : You have been 
indicted for perjury, and found 
guilty. The court has heard the 
objections made by your counsel, 
why sentence shoidd not now be 
pronounced against you. It has 
listened to anti examined them, 
with all the attention and ability in 
its power. It has considered 
them with a full knowledge of the 
awful consequences to ^ou, should 
they be overruled, and with a 
deep and appalling sense of its 
Own responsibility 
• You have had able counsel as- 
'signed to ymi, who have distin- 
guished themselves in ^oyr de- 
fence. Every thing that talents 
and ingenuity could effect, has 
been attempted in your behalf ; 
butnuch htl9j)een the irresistible 


strength of the current of evMeace 
and law against you, that both 
the jury and the court have been 
constrained to pronounce you guil- 
ty. Twelve of your fellow citi- 
zens have passed on the question 
of your guilt or your innocence, 
and it surely cannot yet have es- 
caped your recollection, (hat after 
the very able effort of the counsel 
in your behalf, they required but 
u few moments to pronounce yon 
guilty. It is needless to say from 
how much responsibility it would 
have relieved the court, if the 
juryliad fqund you not gndty, and 
how much pleasure it would have 
afforded ,the judge, to have been 
relieved from this most unpleasant 
duty, which he has now to per- 
form. 

Your counsel, as they have re- 
peatedly declared to the jury, 
have in vain sought for your mo- 
tive in the committing of this 
crime ; and, although by thejaws 
of your country you have been de- 
clared guilty, it is possible; in the 
All-Seeing eye of your God, you 
may not he so. It is my most 
earnest wish, that this may be tho 
case ; but, if not, your motive is 
between him and yourself ; and in 
the name of the violated laws of 
our common country, 1 now call 
upon you to prepare to die. You 
are now on the brink of the grate : 
You arc on the borders of eternity ; 
you arc now rapidly hastening to 
that unknown land, from whose 
bourne no traveller returns.” 

Ifyeu in reality be guilty, in the 
sight of God, as well as man, let 
me most earnestly e.xhort you to 
repent. The crime of perjury, of 
which you have been convicted, is 
justly described in the indictment, 
a# being eomthitted 

Air ^ 
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displeasun of Almighty God.'* In 
the oath you took, you called 
him to help you to speak the truth. 
If, instead of doing this, you have, 
as the jury have said, falsely, 
\oic1cedly, wilfully, maliciously, and 
corruptly, committed perjury, you 
are about to be called to a dread- 
ful accoun't. At this awful mo- 
ment, when you are probably 
about to be for ever separated from 
your wife, your children, and every 
other endearing object in this 
world, it becomes you to pause 
and reflect ; it becomes you to re- 
member into whose presenco'you 
are about to appear. In the eter- 
nal records of that tribunal, your 
guilt or your innocence is already 
registered. 

If you have by your own act, 
percipitated yourself before its bar, 

' without a wicked and wilful inten- 
tion to commit perjury, 1 do most 
deeply feel for you ; but, if you 
have coolly and deliberately, nnd 
in the presence of that Diety 
whose aid you invoked, in the 
evidence you gave on the trial of 
Soye, sworn falsely, with the in- 


tention to acquit him, unlawfully, 
of the crime of which he was 
charged ; and more especially, if 
you have done tliis from other 
motives, which the court will not 
now name, your case becomes 
almost too horrible for reflection. 
It is far from my wish to insult 
you, or even unnecessarily to 
wound your feelings, in the sen- 
tence which the law calls on me 
to pass on you. Let me, there- 
fore, again warn you to prepare 
for death — and may you before 
the bar of the great judge, he, 
who shall judge both you and my- 
self, receive pardon and mercy. 

The sentence of the court is, 
that you be remanded to the jail 
from whence you came, there to 
remain until lliursday the twenty- 
eighth day of this present month ; 
on which said day you arc to be 
taken in tlie custody of the sherifl^ 
from said jail to the place of exe- 
cution, and there by said sherifT, 
between the hours of twelv 3 and 
two o’clock of that day, be hanged 
by the neck until you are dead. 


CIRCUIT COURT 

Perth, Sept, 22. 

This trial having excited the 
greatest possible interest, the 
Court was crowded at a very early 
hour, and they considered them- 
selves fortunate who could gain an 
admission upon any terms. 

The court having met — lion. 
Lord Gillies on the Bench, — the 
case of His Majesty’s Advocate 
against David Landalo, merchant, 
in Kirkcaldy, was called. Mr. 
Landale, who was at lai;ge since 
the unfortunate rencontre, appear 


OF JUSTICIARY. 

ed and took his place at the bar, 
ported by Provost IJaddcn, of 
Aberdeen, Mr. Moncypeniiy, of 
theGustorns, and Messrs. Spears, 
sen. and Jun. of Kirkcaldy. The 
criminal letters were then read, 
charging the said D. Landalo 
with the crime of murder, in sq 
far as ho did, on the 22d of Au-* 
gust last, wickedly and maliciously 
challenge George Morgan, jun. 
then agent for the Bank of Scot- 
land, in Kirkcaldy; and on the 
23d of same, on the farm of Car- 
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denbarnSy parish of Anchter- 
derran, and county of Fife, wick- 
edly and maliciously discharge at 
the said George Morgan, a pistol 
loaded with ball, whereby the said 
George Morgan was mortally 
wounded. Mr. Landalc pleaded 
^ “ not guilty.’’ 

Mr. H. Cockburn, for the priso- 
ner, said, that although he admit- 
«*d the relevancy of the indict- 
ment, he considered it to bo his 
duty to state that it was not calcu- 
lated to put the jury in possession 
of the whole facts of the case, 
which it was necessary they should 

be more particularly acquainted 

with, to enable them to give a 
proper verdict. Mr. TiUndalc, 
the panel, wasa merchant in Kirk- 
caldy, where his reputation as a 
mercantile man was of tl»e first de- 
scription ; and tiiis was of a most 
material importance to the deci- 
sion of the case. Of this the 
most satisfactory evidence would 
be fdund, were it necessary to 
prove it, in the very letters of the 
deceased. lie (Mr. Morgan) on 
whose ashes ho would tread as 
lightly as possible, was agent for 
the bank of Scotland in Kirkcaldy, 
and, as such, he need not say it 
was bis duty to preserve inviola- 
ble secrecy with regard to all mat- 
ters entrusted to him. Such was 
the situation held by the man ^ow 
nQ more, when ho committed that 
error which led to the melancholy 
catastrophe of which they were 
now to judge. How did Mr. 
Morgan conduct himself towards 
the prisoner I* Did he did not dis- 
close the panel’s mos“t private 
transactions, and that in a manner 
that it shook his credit with all { — 
even his oldest friends were aftcc- 
ted by it, and in some instances 
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withdrew their countenance. Un- 
der these circumstances, Mr. 
Landale wrote to the Bank, com- 
plaining of that conduct. The 
Bank, whether rightly or not ho 
would not pretend to say, com- 
municated that letter to Mr. Mor- 
gan, who, as agent fc^r the Bank 
only had been complained of, 
wrote a letter, accusing the priso- 
ner of falsehood and calumny.” 
This letter was couched in lan- 
guage seemingly framed for the 
very purpose of provoking a duel, 
arid, to prevent misconception he 
signed it, not as agent 'for the 
Bank, but. “George Morgan, 

liieutcnant, half*pay 77th Foot.” 
Several other notes passed be- 
tween the parties, and the result 
of all was an attempt, which suc- 
ceeded hut too well, on the part of, 
the deceased, to compel the priso- 
ner to send a challenge. This 
was (lone deliberately, for he took 
advice, he having been informed 
that the challenger on trial, was 
certain of banishment, therefore 
he (Mr. Morgan) must manage to 
get the prisoner to give the chal- 
lenge. This advice he followed, 
and caused it to be circulated that 
he intended to insult Mr. Landale 
in the street. Being aware of 
what would follow, he put his pis- 
tols in order, and cast balls, and 
this too before any meeting took 
place or challenge was given. In 
a few days the deceased did meet 
Mr. Landale, and made his threat 
good, for, without warning, or im- 
mediate provocation he struck the 
prisoner. A challenge followed ; 
it could not then he avoided. But 
the moderation ‘and good temper 
of the prisoner did not even hero' 
leave him ; for piior to the meet- 
ing, on the way to the field,^wlien 
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placed iiji that situatioa where a 
nan’s conduct is most liable .to 
misconstruction, he had still cour- 
age, and it required courage, to 
say that he would accept of an 
apology. But that olfer was de- 
clined by the deceased; not by 
bis second for him, but by the man 
who strucli the prisoner for the 
purpose of provoking a duel. No 
alternative remained; the parties 
met, they fired, and Mr. Morgan 
ceased to livq* Such were the 
facts of the case, such had been 
the conduct of the prisoner, and 

upon that conduct they were now 
called upon to judge. 

Special defences were given in 
for Mr. Landale to the following 
effect : — 

The defender admits generally 
that he had a quarrel with Mr. 
George Morgan, the result of 
which he sincerely laments. But 
Mr. Morgan brought that quarrel, 
and all its consequences, upon 
himself. Fie was the agent of 
the Bank with which the defender 
had for a long course of years 
transacted his most confidential 
business, and was bound, e.spe- 
cially in a period of mercantile 
niarm, to preserve the most scru- 
pulous secresy with respect to the 
circumstances and credit of an 
employer who trusted to his hon- 
our, But instead of this, being 
of a rash and quarrelsome habit, 
be not only spoke of the defend- 
er’s affairs to strangers, but at- 
tempted to ruin his credit by state- 
ments and insinuations, which ho 
was not called upon to make, and 
which he knew or ought to have 
known were utterly ground le.vs. 
On discovering this, the defender 
wrote to his constituents jn terms 
which, he conceived, and still 


humbly conceives, were fully war- 
ranted by the facts. Upon this, 
Mr. Morgan formed the deliberate 
determination, contrary to the ad- 
vice of his friends, to assault the 
defender; and, afier a pause 
which was more than sufficient to 
show him the atrocity of that pro- 
ceeding, and to set its necessary 
consequence fully before him, he 
carried this resolution into effect, 
by striking his adversary on *1110 
public street. This left the de- 
fender no course but one to follow ; 
but to the very last he was always 
willing to accept of an apology i 
which was going further towards a 
reconciliation than most men in 
the defender’s situation would 
have thought proper or safe. — 
Even this very moderate satis- 
faction, however, was refused; 
after which, if Mr. Morgan fell by 
the hands of the defender, this 
was a catastrophe fur which he 
had himself alone to blame. 

The following witnesses were 
then called ; — 

Mr. Win. Milne, manufacturer 
in Paiii-hcad. — 1 know the priso- 
ner ; 1 knew Mr. Morgan ; I re- 
ceived a letter from the prisoner . 
on the 22d of August, containing 
a challenge; it was in these 
words: — “ Mr. Morgan has just 
now struck me with his umbrella, 
in passing IMr. Cumming’s shop. 

I merely called him a cowardly 
rascal, and left him. There is no 
alternative left me hut to challenge 
him, which 1 have long made up 
iny mind to do, and enclose one. 
that you may deliver immediately* 
with all Secrecy for my honour.” 

I went to Kirkcaldy and delivered 
the challenge to Mr. Morgan ; 
he 'said, certainly, by all means.” 
Mr. Morgan said, there need be 
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no delay, as his pistols were pro- 
vided and ready. He (Mr. Mor- 
gan) took them from under a ta- 
ble and placed them before me. — 
The same evening Jiieuteiiant 
Milne called on me ; he came on 
the part of fllr. Morgan, request- 
ing a meeting in the evening, to 
which I agreed, and met him ac- 
cordingly. Some discussion took 
place as to the place of meeting, 
in consequence of which I left 
Milne under the conviction that 
the parties would meet at the 
time and place stated. 1 then 
went to Mr. Landale and arranged 
for the meeting. 1 called on Mr. 
Landale next morning at half past 
hve. A carriage was in the neigh- 
bourhood, into w'hich Mr. Lan- 
dale, Mr. Smith, a surgeon, and 1 
entered ; we then proceeded to 
the place of meeting, where were 
Mr. Morgan and Lieutenant 
Milne. Having got into the field, 
1 asked lieutenant Milne, if ho 
had any communication to make 
by way of apology; Mr. Mor- 
gan hearing this, called out, JNo 
apology so far as 1 heard, Mr. 
Landale did not use similar ex- 
pressions. The parties then took 
their ground. Just as they bad 
taken it, Dr. Johnson came run- 
ning from the wood, and begged 
them to stop. 1 explained the 
matter, and he retired. The pis- 
tols were then given to the |)rinci- 
'pals, and 1 explained that the word 
ivas to be, “ (xeiitlcmcn arc you 
ready ? Fire !” — At the word 
** Fire, ’ the parties wen* to raise 
their pistols. The word was then 
given. Mr. Morgan raised his 
pistol at the word ready I 
called out Mr. .Morgan that is 
not fair — drop your pistol till the 
word * firp’ is given.” Mr. Mor- 


gan lowered his pistol ; the word 
being again given, both raised . 
their pistols together, and fired so 
exactly together, that 1 was not 
eonscifius of hearing two shots, 
Mr. 31 organ on receiving Mr. 
Landale’s shot, did not fall imme- 
diately. He stood some seconds, 
then fell, and died instnntjy. The ’ 
panel and i immediately quitted 
the ground. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Jef- 
frey. — I amawjyethat 31 r. Lan- 
dale received intimation four or 
• five days before, that he would be 
stfuck by Mr. Morgan. , Mr. Lan- 
dale told me that if so, he could 
not avoid challenging 31 r. 3Iorgan. 
AVhen on my way to meet 31ilno 
in the evening, I called on 31 r. 
Landale, and informed him of 
what had passed with 31r. 31ilnc 
in the forenoon ; 3Ir. Landafe 
authorized me to receive a written 
apology ; but 3liltic said that 31r. 
3lorgan would make no apology ; 
but on his way to the groimd 1 ob- 
served that 1 meant to ask Lieu- 
tenant 31ilnc wliellicr he had au- 
thority to make an apolpgy. 3Ir. 
r.andale acceded to this, and said 
that B verbal apology on the field 
would do, if 31 r. Morgan would 
commit it to writing afterwards, 
as that all he wished was satisfac- 
tion for the injury received. 

Lieut. 3lilne, IL N. — 1 was ac- 
quainted with the late 31 r. 31 or- 
gan. At four o'clock, on the 22d 
of August, he came to me in a 
post-chaise. Mr. 31orgnn said ho 
lia<[ a quarrel with the prisoner, 
and would he glad if 1 would ar- 
range the business. I agreed to 
,go ; when oa the road 31 r. 31 or- 
gan explained the circumstances, 
but dj^ not mention till we reached 
Kirkcaldy that ho had struck the 
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prisoner ; on tiiis I had great ob- 
jections to Mr. Morgan’s scconci, 
and expressed my disapprobation 
of his conduct ; IVIr. Morgan en- 
treated me as a brother oHiccr, 
and I agreed, in hope of getting 
matters amicably arranged. 1 
proposed to Mr. Morgan, to inako 
an apology conditionally, but that 
he refused. Mr. Morgan desired 
mo to go to Mr. Milne ; 1 went ; 
Mr. Milne seemed anxious to have 
the matter made up. As I had got 
into the business so hurriedly, 1 
had no time to consider of it, and> 
therefore requested 31 r. Milne to 
call in the evening ; he did so. 1 
then proposed that, on the sup- 
position the parties were equally 
wrong, the parties should rn(;et 
half way, and shake hands.” 
This was declined. Next morn- 
ing the parties met on the ground. 
[The other part of his evidence 
was merely a porroboratiori of 
what was stated by the preceding 
witness to have taken place.] 
Examined by Mr. Jelfrey. — Mr. 
Landale took aim ; every thing 
was quite fair. 

Mr. James Gumming, book- 
seller, Kirkcaldy. — 1 am acquaint- 
ed with the parties. The day be- 
fore the duel, Mr. Morgan came 
into my shop, and after a little 
conversation, Mr. Landale pass- 
ed the door ; Mr. Morgan im- 
mediately went out and struck Mr. 
Landale a blow over the shoulders 
With his umbrella, .saying, ** Take 
that, Sir.” No quarrelling took 
place immediately previous. Mr. 
Landale came into the shop and 
said, ** I trust you observed what 
passed.” Mr. Morgan then pop- » 
ed his head in at the door and said, 
By 6-d, Sir, you shall^havo 
more of it.” Mr. Landale then 


went out, and in less than two 
minutes, Mr. Morgan returned 
and said, By G-d, James 1 
have never told you of the shock- 
ing usage Mr. Landale has given 
me and my brother ; but just 
hear this letter.” I replied, “ It is 
nothing to ino what your usage 
has been ; but what you have 
dnno just now is wrong.” 

M'm. Todd, blacksmith in Kirk-, 
caldy, was sent for by Mr. Mor- 
gan about a fortnight before the 
duel, to take a ramrod out of his 
pistol ; received also orders to 
make a iiiiiiibcr of bullets to fit 
the pistols. 1 made 33 bullets for 
him. 

13 r. Johnson saw Mr. Morgan 
the night before the duel, and was 
asked by him to be at Torbirn 
next morning by six. I went, and 
found the parlies there, and their 
seconds, f recommended, if pos- 
sible, to try to efiect an arrange- 
ment ; this not being done, I re- 
tired. 1 heard one shot, and *my 
name being called, I went up, and 
found Morgan on the ground, but 
alive. A shot bad passed through 
his body, entering on the right 
side, and c6ming out on the leil 
.side. 

J)r. Smith, of Kirkcaldy. — I ac- 
companied Mr. l^andalo to tho 
iicld. 1 beard a shot, and saw 
Morgan full. lie died within a 
few seconds. The wound was 
tho cause of death. 

Cross-examined. — I heard Mr. 
Jjandale say he would receive a 
verbal apology, if afterwards re- 
duced to writing. Mr*. Landale 
appeared to Ino to have no object 
but to repair tho injury his charac- 
ter had sustained. 

This closed the evidence for 
the prosecution. 
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The following witnesses were 
called for the defence : 

Mr. James Fleming, merchant 
and accountant in Kirkcaldy. I 
am well acquainted with Mr. Mor- 
gan. Saw two letters from Mor- 
gan to Landale (one of which he 
recognized in Court.) Deceased 
said he was dissatisfied with a let- 
ter received from Mr. Laiididc re- 
specting some dillerence about the 
bank. He told me that in conse- 
quence of a second evasive letter, 
he should put his enne across Mr. 
Landale’s shoidders the first time 
they met. ITu also sr.ld that he 
intended to chnilenge him, but 
was afraid to give the cliallenge, 
as he understood that hy law a 
challenger was liahleto transporta- 
tion — he thererorc would take tlic 
other course, that of insulting him. 

I had once or twico some conli- 
dential conversation with IMr. 
Morgan respecting Mr. Landale, 
about a 5000/. cash account grant- 
ed by the bank to IMr. Landale, 
and something about a loan of 
3000/. wished to be raised by Mr. 
Latldale. 

Robert Stocks, F.sq. of Abden. 
— 1 am well acquainted with Mr. 
Landale, and have been so for 25 
years. 1 consider him a most or- 
derly and correct gentleman, and 
never found him disposed to quar- 
rel. Somo months before the 
duel, 1 had a conversation* with 
'Mr. Morgan about a cash credit 
Mr. liandalc had obtained from 
the bank of 3000/. Mr. IMorgaii 
spoke of Mr. Landale having at- 
tempted to raise other loans, par- 
ticularly on a blcnclrficld. This 
was a voluntary communication. 
Mr. Morgan coidiiiued to say, 1 
wish all may be well witli Mr. 
Landale.*’^ This excited suspi- 


cions in my mind which did not 
exist before, us to Mr. Landale’s 
solvency and credit. In conse- 
qucnco of this communication, I 
caused 1000/. to be taken up from 
Mr. Tjandalc, which belonged to 
my brutlier’s family. 

Gavin Hadden, Ksq. Provost 
of Aberdeen, had been long ac- 
quainted with Mr. Landale, and 
found him a man of the greatest 
probity and honour, of mild and 
gentle manners, lyid most unlikely 
to provoke (|uarrc].s. 

• Walter Fergus, Esq. of Strat- 
ii*)r**, hito Piovo.st of |\irkc’a]dy^ 

had known Mr. Lnndnle from hi^ 
infancy. * Esteemed him as a 
man of strict honour and every 
way a gentleman. He associated 
with him all his life, and scarcely 
ever saw his temper rutHcd. There 
had been rumours against Mr. 
Landale/s credit these two or 
three months past ; before that it 
was (piito unimpcached. 

Mr. Monevpenny, of tlie Cus- 
tom-house, Kirkcaldy,* has had 
occasion to know Mr. Landale as 
a gonilernan of much, mildness 
and honourable feeling. 

Mr. Bonnet, one of the secre- 
taries of the Rank of Scotland, 
identified a letter received from 
Messrs. Morgan by the Rank of 
Scotland. The letter recommend- 
ed Mr. liundale as a gentleman of 
uiulouhted credit and usefulness 
as a merchant and mariul’aclurcr ; 
considered his business as a de- 
sirable object. 

Vr. Wood then addressed the 
jury for the crow^n. 

* Mr. Jelfrey made an eloquent 
•and chiborat*^ defence for his cli- 
ent. That the bare fact of taking 
nway«lifo in a duel constituted 
murder he would deny. JIo deni- 
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ed that it could be law, in so far 
as it was inconsistent with the 
views and opinions of the strictest 
moralists, with the law itself, 
and no less so with tlie practice of 
the law. On the contrary, it was 
a remedy fur injuries fur which 
law tribunals could afford no re- 
dress. Ij was' no doubt a lamenta- 
ble remedy for those who became 
its victims, but it was viewed as a 
comparatively light one in the 
practice of the Jaw. — VVhilo the 
more honourable and refined spe- 
cies of feelings exist in tbc hoHom, 
quarrels and grievances will some- 
times unfortunately occur, which 
no law is calculated to redress, 
and under which no man could 
find existence tolerable. In histo- 
ry we find, that during the ages 
of barbarism such feelings gave 
rise to cruel feuds and assassina- 
tions, and were greatly to be de- 
precated. In our more cultivated 
and enlightened days it was sel- 
dom, except in cases of peremp- 
tory ncce^ssity, that decision of 
differences by shedding blood was 
resorted to ; and then it isS con- 
ducted generally with such frank- 
ness, openness, and gallantry, as 
to do away in a great degree that 
imputation of malice which is ne- 
cessary to constitute the positive 
crime of murder. The law against 
it had been abrogated, in practice 
at least, and indeed it was no 
longer. At one time it might in 
(he 14th and 15th centuries, from 
the romantic spirit of chivalry 
which prevailed, rencontres oLtbe 
kind were so frequent and com- 
mon, that almost every state in 
Europe framed statutes for its 
suppression. But the practice of 
duelling was now remarkably, rare* 
During the reign of his late ma- 


jesty, not more than 200 authenti- 
cated duels had taken place in 
England, Scotland, and Ireland ; 
for these, only from 20 to 23 trials 
had been instituted, and not one 
conviction had ensued, except in 
a very few instances, in which it 
evidently appeared that the prac- 
tice was abused by making a chal- 
lenge a pretext for accomplishing 
murderous purposes. During the 
last 150 years, not one conviction 
had taken place in Scotland. Now 
our blood was not colder, nor our 
sense of honour more obtuse, than 
that of our neighbours ; but the 
reason was, that the investigations 
uniformly terminated in the deve- 
lopcrnent of circumstances rather 
honourable than otherwise to tho 
survivors. They were therefore 
acquitted. Thus far he had en- 
larged as to the practice of li.o 
law ; he should again refer to the 
subject as it affected morality. He 
was able to adduce the opinion 
not only of the strictest moralists, 
but even of men no less eminent 
for piety, in vindication of the 
practice in a moral point of view, 
lie would enumerate Dr. Johnson, 
the greatest moralist of his age, 
and equally remarkable for his re- 
ligious austerity and strict sense 
of propriety — Lord Kaimes, whose 
authority and reasoning on such 
subjects could scarcely be called 
in question, and who had said that 
injuries will be inflicted and sus- 
tained which, till human opinion 
be altered, no law can redress ; 
and in which the injured party is 
justified in having recourse to 
challenge for reparation to his 
wounded feelings — Dr. A. Fer- 
guson, whose conduct uniformly 
comported with pure religion and 
strict moral principle; who mif 
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Appointed to tho ethical chair, 
for the purpose of forming tho 
minds and morals of the young, 
and rendering them the ornaments 
of society. All these distinguish- 
ed individuals held the same opini- 
ons. The inference of the mur- 
der in such cases was quite irre- 
concilcable alike with the funda- 
mental and improved principles of 
law. An act committed out of 
necessity, from force, from inti- 
midation, or under mental aber- 
ration, could not be construed us 
a crime. Unless the facts could 
convince the jury that the deed 
was maliciously committed, it was 
of no consequence what his learn- 
ed friend opposite might denomi- 
nate law. T^eithur was it enough 
that the evidence might hear out 
his individual notions of law ; but 
it must bo such evidence as could 
satisfy the jury* It was ridiculous 
to say that tho law constituted tho 
crime, and that the fact implied 
malice : — it was evidence of ma- 
lice only that could confirm tho 
fact, and render it criminal. He 
had'spoken of the paucity of con- 
victions ; and he could assure 
them, that it was not on account 
of the ignorance of juries, or 
their disqualification to discrimi- 
nate, that this had arisen. Juries, 
on cases of duelling in this coun- 
try, had been composed of men 
rather of superior intellect. * Tho 
practice of tho law, therefore, not- 
withstanding tho doctrines of 
judges or men of law, hud been 
universally established by intelli- 
gent, disenminating and conscien- 
tious men, in opposdtiop to the 
principle laid down, that killing 
in a duel inferred, murder, unless 
accompanied by circums&nces 
proving dogdly malice. The learn- 


ed gentleman then quoted several 
mstanccs, from that of Glengary, 
in 1798, down to the affair be- 
tween Mr. Stuart, of Duncam, 
and Sir A. Boswell, in 1S22. In 
all these cases tlie survivors were 
acquitted, and in most of them by 
the recommendation of the Judges. 
In one of these, llie present Lord 
President hud said, Juries have 
formerly cxercined their discre- 
tion ; so may you, and find a simi- 
lar verdict, if yoa see cause from 
the circumstances.” He would 
•c^ll upon the Jury to give this tho 
weight ^t was entitled to,: this was 
not the opjnion of a panePs count 
sel, e.xprcsseti in a pleading from 
the bar, hut the recommendation 
of a Judge from the bench. 

Lord (iriHies. — Gentleman of 
the Jury — I shall say little to you 
on this occasion, not because 1 
think it an unimportant case, but 
because so respectable a jury as I 
now see before mo can need little 
aid from me. I may say, that 
nothing I mean at present to ad- 
drcs.s to you is intended to weak- 
en tlic effect of what .you have 
just heard from the counsel for 
the panel. Here wc have nothing 
to do with the laws of honour; 
we have to consult the law of the 
land only, hut that law i.t a law of 
reason, and liberally accommoda- 
ted to human feelings. The general 
rule of the law is, that killing in a 
duel is murder ; hut that admits of 
qualifications, and I consider that* 
the panal at the bar is within the 
quidilied rule of the law. You 
cannot yet have forgotten, gen- 
tfemen— ifyou can over forget it — 
#lhc opening statement so power- 
fully made for the prisoner ; and 
and li^ro I am bound to say , that 
in no case which ever canie under 



ANNUAL REGISTKK, 1826— 27. 


282 ] 


observation could less blame bo 
attached to the survivor in a duel, 
than in that of which the facts aro 
now before you. Tiio character 
you have heard testided to, by so 
many respectable and intelligent 
gentlemen this day, is as high as 
is possible for man to receive ; 
and 1 .consider that throughout 
this affair the panel has acted up 
to it.- His whole demeanour has 
been manly, temperate, and fair. 
Mr. Landule diil not cliallcnge on 
receiving the first insulting letter, 
not thinking the laws of honour 
applicable in such a case ; but 
his a’^t agonist thought differently, 
and - vidcntly forced on the duel. 
In all the four cases mentioned by 
Mr. Jeffrey, the juries acipiilted 
the survivors, although in all these 
the fact of killing in a duel was 
clearly proved or admitted. The 
defence made at each of these ca- 
ses 1 think was, that a malicious 
purpose ought to ho clearly ’jiro- 
ved; and so it is laid here in four 
different .parts of the indictment, 
but in no instance has that been 
substantiated. You have clear 
and undeniable evidence of the 
reluctance of the panel to fight, 
and that his great and sole object 
was the reparation of his honour 
and character. It has been said, 
indeed, that from the fact of kil- 
ling, the law presumes malice; 


but this is a presumption which 
may be rebutted by evidence, and 
of the sufliciency of that evidence 
in that case, you, gentlemen, must 
be the judges. The great provo- 
entiou endured was another alle- 
viating point. The insult sus- 
tained led to the contempt and 
scorn of the world ; the provoca- 
tion was permanent and continu- 
ous ; and the wound thereby 
caused, the lapso of time would 
only augment and render more in- 
tolerable. I will not trouble you 
farther than to say, that in all the 
cases quoted, if the juries were 
just and reasonable in acquitting 
the prisoners, I do not see how 
tiro panel at this bar can justly 
and reasonably bo condemned. 
Ccntlorncn, thift is all 1 have to 
say. Jf you think this case falls 
under tlio general rule, you may 
convict ; if you think it fulls under 
the milder construction adopted by 
former juries, you will return a 
verdict of not guilty. 

The Jury without retiring, irn- 
rnedialely and unanimously found 
the panel Aof Gmlty, 

His Lordship congratulated 
Mr. Landale on the result of the 
trial, and expressed much pleasure 
in the duty which now devolved 
upon him, of dismissing him from 
the bar with a character so hon- 
ourable and unsullied. 


DISTRICT COURT, S. D. NEW-YORK, Aug. 1826. 

DURCKLB miOTlIERS AND CO. VS. SHIP TAPPERIIETEN. 

W. P. VAN NESS, JUDGE. 

This vessel arrived at this port ingto Michaelson and Rcncdictof 
on the eleventh day of Juno last. Stockholm. 

She is documented as beloug- She left Sweden on the twenty- 
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sixth day of June, one thousand 
eight hundred and t\venty>five, 
with a Swedish register, and all 
the papers necessary to constituto 
her the exclusive private property 
of Swedish subjects. 

She sailed from Europe, bound 
to Carthagena, a port in the re- 
public of Colombia. She entered 
and cleared from that port as a 
Swedish vessel — arrived and en- 
tered at the port of New-York, in 
that character ; and remains here 
with all the original evidences of 
Swedish title, in tlic exclusive 
possession, and under the exclu- 
sive control, of the agent of the 
Swedish owners. 

She is now libelled in this court 
for provisions and necessaries fur- 
nished at the instance of her com- 
mander, since her arrival in this 
port ; and if she be what she is 
represented and appears to be, 
she is undoubtedly liable for these 
claims. 

Under ordinary circumstances 
1 should not think it necessary to 
look farther into the title or cha- 
racter of this vessel, than the doc- 
uments to which I. have referred, 
but should consider them settled 
and eslablislied, according to the 
rules and principles upon which 
Courts of Admiralty arc known to 
proceed. 

The Consul General of the Rc- 
.public of Coloml)ia has, however, 
interposed a claim on behalf of his 
government, founded on un alleged 
transfer of this vessel by Moses 
Isaacs, on the seventeenth day of 
July last.* 

It has, therefore, t>ccome pro- 
per to examine by what authority 
Mr. Isaacs undertook to transfer 
this vessel, and what has been the 
.etl'ect of his acts. 


Ry tim evidence and papers be- 
fore the (.'ourt, it seems that some 
time provioiiH to the month of 
June, one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-five, the vessel in ques- 
tion bocamc the subject of a ne- 
gotiation between the Swedish 
owners, Michaclson .and Bene- 
dict, and B. A. Goldschmidt & Co. 
of London. 

We ore not furnished with the 
means of understanding fully the 
nature and extent* of this negotia- 
tion, blit that portion of it which is 
^i«closcd will be best understood 
by an examination of the docu- 
ments and. correspondence, in tho 
order of their dwtes. 

We have nothing that tends to 
elucidate or explain the transac- 
tion anterior to the seventh June, 
one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-five. 

Oil that day, wc find a paper 
executed hy B. A. Goldschmidt, & 
Co. referring to an agreement, 
which had been concluded be- 
tween the oflicers and* crew of 
the ship Tapperheten and Count 
Van Rogen, and undertaking and 
engaging to provide the command- 
er, oflicers and crew of the said 
ship, who sail from a port in Swe- 
den, with a passage from a port in 
Colombia hack to Europe, without 
any expense to them. 

The fulfilment of this agreement 
by (loldschmidt is guaranteed by 
Michaclson and Benedict in an- 
other instrument hearing the same 
date. 

Then follows another paper ex- 
ecuted on the same tenth June, by 
Micliaelson and Benedict, entitled 
*a power of attorney, authorising 
Messrs. B. A. Goldschmidt & Co. 
or thnir assignees, to receive the 
ship Tapperheten, at the; hands of 
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the commanding officer, against 
their own receipt, or that of their 
assignees, and declaring that Gold- 
schmidt & Co. are at full liberty 
to dispose of the ship as their le- 
gal property. 

At the same time Michaelsnn 
and Benedict issued their instruc- 
tions to the commander of the 
ship, directing him to proceed to 
England, and request of Messrs. 
Goldschmidt & Co. directions 
where, and to whom he should de- 
liver the ship, and to procure, be- 
fore the delivery of the ship^ letters 
of credit, for the sending home of 
'that part of the crew, who, after 
the expiration of their contract, do 
not wish to remain in America. 
And to demand from Goldschmidt 
& Co. or their assignees, a due 
• and legal receipt for the delivery 
of the ship. 

Goldschmidt & Co. did not re- 
ceive or accept the ship in En- 
gland ; but under date of 3d May, 
1825, directed the commander to 
proceed to the port of Cartliagena 
in the republic of Colombia ; and 
to deliver the vessel to the person, 
who might be stated in a letter to 
be addressed to him by their 
agent S. Leidorsdorf. 

On the arrival of the ship at 
Carthagena, the commander is re- 
ferred by S. Liedorsdorf, in his let- 
ter dated 19th June, 1825, to Mr. 
M. Isaacs, and requested to take 
, his directions in relation to htT. 

Mr. Isaacs also produced to (he 
commander the power of attorney 
from Michaelsnn & Benedicc, to 
Goldschmidt & Co. with an en- 
dorsement thereon, authorizing 
him, the said Mr. fsuacs, on his 
order, to receive the said ship. 

Upon the production of fuis au- 
thority, the commander of the ship 


tendered her to Mr. Isaacs, and 
oiTered to surrender her to him, 
upon his complying with the con- 
tract of Messrs. Goldschmidt, and 
the instructions of Messrs. Mi- 
chaclsoii and Benedict, in rela- 
tion to the officers and crew of the 
ship. 

These conditions Mr. Isaacs 
said he was not then prepared to 
fultil. 

In this state of uncertainty and 
perplexity, the commander re- 
mained with his ship at Carthage- 
na, from November, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-five, 
till March, eighteen hundred and 
twenty-six. It was then proposed 
by Messrs. Leidorsdorf and 
Isaacs, that she should proceed to 
New-York, and Mr. Isaacs enter- 
ed into a written assurance or en- 
gagement, under date of the sixth 
March, that the stipulations iti tlio 
contract of Messrs. Goldschmidt, 
and the instructions of Messrs. 
Michaelson and Benedict, should 
then be complied with. On tho 
twenty-seventh March according- 
ly, tho commander set sail, from 
Carthagena for New-York, and 
arrived there on the eleventh June 
last. 

Here at least, in pursuance of 
the reiterated contracts and assu- 
rances of Goldschmidt and his 
agents, the commander of this 
ship had a right to anticipate a 
termination of his embarrassments ; 
but all again ended in delusion and 
disappointment. 

Aller having been detained five 
months at Carthagena, by the 
agents of Goldschmidt, and made 
a voyage from thence to New- 
York, for their convenience, and 
at their solicitation, all his just ex- 
pectations are again defeated. 
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Mr. Isaacs, under date of the 
first July, informs him that he has 
neither the means nor the power 
to comply with his own engage- 
ment entered into at Carthagena, 
nor with tlie original contract of 
his principals ; and Ihus the master 
of this ship, with four hundred 
•men, are abandoned in a distant 
find a foreign land, without resour- 
ces of any kind, and in the actual 
want of daily subsistence. 

Mr. Isaacs, throughout this very 
singular and extraordinary trans- 
action, distinctly recognizes the 
claims of the commander, and the 
conditions upon which alone this 
vessel could be delivered to him : 
and yet claims the right to trans- 
fer and deliver her to a third parly 
before he has complied with them ; 
before he has put himself in a 
situation, or established his own 
right, to receive her. This could 
/only be done by a compliance 
with (he engagements of his prin- 
cipals, and the terms upon which 
the vessel w'as to be delivered. 
Having never consummated his 
own right to the delivery or pos- 
.session, it was futile and absurd 
to demand a delivery of the pos- 
session to a third party. 

But a more serious dilTiculty to 
the farther progress of Mr. Isaacs, 
is disclosed in the communication. 

He states, that, under date of 
the 13th May, he has been in- 
structed by the ftlcssrs. Gold- 
schmidts to have nothing further 
to do with her, (the vessel,) or her 
crew,” and jfi referring to the let- 
ter of Goldschmidt, we hud that lie 
is instructed to consider his en- 
gagements in their aflfairs at an 
end. ' • 

Mr. Isaacs therefore finds it 
necessary to take new ground. 


He; disclaims being the agent of 
Messrs. G oldschmidt, but resolves 
to act as he terms it in his own in- 
dividual capacity, and in his own 
right d(‘mand a surrender of the 
ship. He can no longer act, he 
says, as the agent of the Messrs. 
Goldschmidt, in the execulion of 
their contract, or in the fulfilment 
of any of their stipulations in rela- 
tion to the vessel ; but, as an indi- 
vidual, will excici^ tlie right to 
transfer her to whom he pleases. 
Ig pursuance of this intimation, in 
his ihtter of the 1st, Mr., Isaacs 
accordingfy, on the 17th July, in- 
forms the commander that he has 
transferred the vessel to the Co- 
lombian government. “ You will, 
therefore, bo pleased,” he says, 
to understand yourself with the 
agent of the said government in 
every matter relating to the ship.” 
By which he meant, no doubt, that 
the master should supplicate tho 
agent of that government for sub- 
sistence, and for a compliance 
with obligations and duties which 
Goldschmidt and his ngent^ not tho 
Colombian Government, were 
bound to fulfil and perform. This 
was adding iiisiill to injury, and 
having thus multiplied and aggra- 
vated ihc evils connected with this 
aifair, he suddenly departs for 
Europe, without making a pro- 
vision of any sort, for the support 
or suhsistenre of six hundred men, 
who had been engaged in this un- 
profitable service of his principles, 
and hy:mglit into this port by his 
o>vn delusive promises. A more 
reprehensible regard to the obliga- 
tiqfi ofeontraett^ and assurances, 
will not oflen, 1 trust, be present- 
ed to thi| court. 

>Vhnt had the commander of 
this ship to do with the ^’olombian 
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government or its agents^ Jle 
had no contract with either, to 
supply his daily wants, to pay otF 
his crew, and send them home. 
Goldschmidt had entered into such 
a contract in Europe, and Isaacs 
himself entered into another with 
the commabder at Carthagena, to 
the same otlect. To them ho had 
a right to look for support and in- 
demnity. lie was neither retpiircd 
nor authorised to look elsewhere. 

This transaction is distinguish- 
ed by so much inconsistency, ir- 
regularity, and wantof pnuctnality, 
to say tlie least of it, tliht 1 hardly 
know in what Ii»ht to view it. And 
it is not the least extraordinary 
feature in it, that the Goldsclitriidts, 
in their correspondence with Isaacs 
and in the face of their solmna 
contract, should state tiiat it does 
not belong to them to provide for 
the disiiursemcnts which the crews 
may re<piiro, and that he,* Isaacs, 
must have nothing to do with 
them. 

Amidst all these perplexities, 
the coinmander of this sliip seems 
to have acted with great judgment, 
with consummate prudence, and 
with a high and scrupulous regard 
to the safety of those under his 
command, to the laws of his coun- 
try, and the interests of his own- 
ers. l£e held fa.st to the property, 
and most rightfully refused to sur- 
render it, but in eonformity to his 
instructions, and on a compliance 
with the contracts between the 
parties, lie held it thus, until by 
due and legal process, it was 
taken into the custody of this 
court, where it ryiw is, to answer 
ail just and legal claims ugaiii.st it. 

1 have stated the facts connect- 
ed witli this transaction, as they 
are proved by the documents, and 


the testimony before the court. 
Under these circumstances Mr. 
Isaacs has attempted to transfer 
this vessel to the Consul General 
of the government of Colombia. 

In whatever capacity Mr. Isaacs 
may have attempted to make this 
transfer, whether in his own in- 
dividual capacity, or as agent, the 
act was futile and nugatory. lie 
could transfer nothing, for he had 
nothing to transfer, lie had nei- 
ther the actual nor constructive 
possession of the vessel, lie had 
never obtained the right of posses- 
sion, and had not a shadow of 
title to the properly. 

Mr. Isusics, at all cvcntS, could 
have no better claim or titio to 
this ship than his principles, Gold- 
schmidt & Co. They never hud 
a title that w ould be sustained by 
any judicial tribunal, or recognized 
in any commercial country. They 
never bad a bill of sale, or any in- 
strument tliat amounted to a con- 
veyance of title, upon any known 
principle of law. The Register 
was never transferred or changed, 
possession of the ship was never 
delivered or surrendered in any 
manner, and never was intended 
to be, but upon conditions which 
have never been complied with. 

The only document or paper 
Goldschmidt & Co. ever received 
from Michacison and Benedict, 
was not a hill of sale, or a convey- 
ance of the title, but a power of 
attorney ; so entitled by them, 
ond so in fact and in form. By 
this power of attorney, they were 
authorized to receive the vessel 
from ihe commander, and having 
received her, to sell her. They 
cir.dd not receive her until the 
commander was ready and will- 
ing to deliver fieri and if they 
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did not rocoivc her, they certainly 
could nut sell her. A previous 
delivery to them, was essential to 
their right to sell. Delivery of 
possession is always a very im- 
portant and Gs^sentiul inirredient 
in the title to a ship. — Wherever 
it is possible to be made, it is ne- 
cessary to the perfection of the 
title, even where tlicre is a regu- 
lar and formal conveyatice. In 
this case, not only no delivery of 
the possession, eitiicr artual or 
symbolical, has ever been made, 
but has been uniformly and per- 
emptorily refused, until the terms 
of the original instructions were 
fulfilled. Without a delivery of 
the possession, no title whatever 
could pass, no right or authority 
of any kind over the vessel could 
be exercised, l)y virtue of any do- 
cument ill the possession of (rold- 
schniidt & Co. 

The power of attorney to Gold- 
schmidt, and the instructions to the 
commander, were dated and exe- 
cuted at the same time, viz. the 
lOtli June, 1825 ; and if not actu- 
ally parts of the same instrument, 
may undoubtedly be received to 
explain and elucidate tlie meaning 
of the parties. These instructions 
are framed in reference to the con- 
tract entered into by Goldschmidt 
& Co. on the 7th J unc , and explicit- 
ly forbid the commander to deliver 
the ship, but upon a compliance 
with the terms of that contract, 
which terms aro repeated in the 
instructions. These instnictions 
have been obeyed — the intentions 
of the owner.? have been fulfilled — 
the delivery of the vesseriia^ been 
refused, and the want of it has, in 
judgment, rendered incllectpal 
and wholly inoperative, the only 
! instrument upon which tlio claim 


of Goldschmidt or his agent is 
founded. 

To tf-^st the title to this vessel, 
let ns suppose that Michaelson Ik 
llcncdict, like Goldschmidt & Co. 
had become imfortunatc, to whose 
creditors would this piopcity be 
'adjudged? Most indubitably and 
necessarily, to MichaelsOn and 
lleiiedict. The Hegisler, and all 
tlic usual evidences of title, stand- 
ing ill tbeir naine, coii])]ed with the 
ncuial and uniinpaited posse.ssion, 
is all that is rrfpii.«?ito to cmistltute 
iff ymm a good and valid title to 
llio ship. . • 

Xothinir lias been done in pur- * 
siianco of the aufieemenls between 
iho panics in rcfercnco to ibis 
ship, 'fhe power to receive, and 
tlie iuhtruetiuns to deliver, remain 
unexecuted, and the vesstd is in • 
the s-imu stale us when she left 
Sweden. 

Jf the vessel had ever been de- 
livered to (Lddscliniidi &; Co. they 
might, ill execution of the power 
of attorney to them, have sold and 
transferred her ; but never having 
received her, tlicir autlioTity has 
never been consummated, and 
they could exercise no power over 
her. It follows of course, that 
their agent Isaacs derived none 
from them ; and unless he can 
shew that a delivery has been 
made to him, as the agent autho- 
rized to receive her, his traiisfer, 
whatever may ho its operation, as 
between the Golomhian (.Jovern- 
nicnt and (Joldschmidt & Co. can 
have no ellcct whatever upon the 
othqr parties, Michaelsoii & llcne- 
dict. 

^riiis view ol*lhe (piostion, ad- 
initslsuacs to have been the agent of 
Guldsclffnidt, at the time the trans- 
fer was made by him, but he was 
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not. All his powers had been re- 
voked before the 17th of JiilJ. — 
On that day, he had no power to 
receive, and therefore could have 
none to transfer the vessel, llts 
pretended individual right is not 
worthy of animadversion. I am 
clear, therefore, that the claim of 
the Colombian Government can- 
not be maintained, but must be re- 
jected. 

This vessel then being the pri- 
vate property V)f Messrs. Michael- 
son & Benedict, merchants of 
Stockholm, is, as 1 have Ujfdre 
stated, liable for necessaries fur- 
nished her in this port, and she is 
ordered to be sold according to the 
prayer of the Libellants. Since 
the filing of the libel in tliis case, 
the seamen have presented and 
filed claims for wages. 

This Court, in conformity to the 
established rule of the Courts of 
Admiralty in tins country, is al- 
ways cautious in taking cognizance 
of the claims and disputes of the 
crews of foreign ships. As a ge- 
neral rule, they are referred for re- 
dress tb the laws and tribunals of 
their own country. 

Where, however, by accident, 
or from necessity, the voyage is 
broken up or terminated here, we 
entertain their complaints, and as 
nearly as practicable, administer to 
them that justice to which they 
would be entitled at home. If 
they have entered into contracts 
there, in relation to tlicir service, 
we endeavour to carry them into 
effect, as far as wc can, aCbording 
to their letter and their spirit, 

In this case, a contract is pro- 
duced, entered into in due fdrm, 
before the proper authorities in 


Sweden, and I shall adopt that 
contract as my guide, in decreeing 
wages to the crew, and compensa- 
tion to the persons named in it. 

The commander of this ship is 
bound to return tl)e men under his 
command to their own country.— 
Michaelson & Benedict, the own- 
ers, have guaranteed the contract 
of Goldschmidt, to provide means 
to enable the officers and crew to 
return to their own country. Out 
of the property then, in the hands 
of the court belonging to these 
parties, it is fit and proper that this 
provision should be made, if the 
proceeds of tho sale prove suffi- 
cient. In contemplation of such 
an order, I directed on estimate to 
be made of the probable expense 
of transporting the officers and 
crew to Sweden. It was furnish- 
ed by the officers, and when it 
came in, 1 referred it to the clerk, 
and two merchants to be examined 
and reported upon. The clerk as- 
sociated to himself J. W. Schmidt, 
Ksq. Consul of his Prussian Ma- 
jesty, and Pedersep, Esq. 

the Danish Consul, resident in this 
port. The estimate furnished by 
these gentlemen, exceeds im 
amount, that of the officers. Of 
the two, 1 shall adopt the latter, 
with some modification. 

It will be seen that 1 have now 
scjtled all the principles presented 
by this case. The detailed allow- 
ances, appropriated to the various 
objects of supplies and necessa- 
ries, wages of the seamen, and ex- 
penses of transportation home, 
will all be particularly set forth 
and specified in the decree to be 
entered in conformity to this de- 
cision. 
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PIRACY AND MURDER. 


The peculiar circumstances 
connected with the case of the 
brig Crawford, which will be de- 
veloped in the* sequel, induced 
Chief Justice Marshall to hold a 
special term of the Federal Court 
for the Fifth (circuit and Eastern 
District of Virginia, for the trial of 
the three Spaniards. The three 
prisoners, viz: Pepe, otherwise 
called Jose HilarioCasaris, Cotiro, 
otherwise called Joseph Mirando, 
and Felix, otherwise Felix Harbe- 
to, were all charged in the first 
indictment with Pinacy, and in 
each of the others, with the mur- 
der of some one of the persons 
who were slaughtered by them. — 
The prisoners having been ar- 
raigned, pleaded not guilty to all 
the indictments. Mr. i^tanard, 
District Attorney for the United 
States, conducted the prosecution. 
The Court assigned Mr. Leigh, 
in addition to Mr. Schmidt, who 
appeared as counsel for tlie ar- 
raigned. 

In compliance with a wish ex- 
pressed by the prisoners they were 
tried separately ; and consequent- 
ly the testimony, being the same 
in each case, was repeated by 
the witnesses on the three several 
trials. One of the material wit- 
nesses being unable to speak the 
English language, and the priso- 
ners understanding only the Span- 
ish, Mr. Adolphus Crozet acted ns 
interpreter on the two first, and 
Dr. Lemosey, on the last trial. 

Edmund Dobson, the iirst wit- 
ness called, was the mate df the 
Brig Crawford. From his testi- 
mony we collected ‘the followitig 
facte, which we give, without pur- 


suing the order of his narrative, or 
extending the statement by pur- 
suing the cross-examinations that 
were had. The brig Crawford 
was built at Troy, and registered 
last at Providence, from yrhich 
port she sailed about tho 6tb of 
April for Matanzas, in the island 
of Cuba. Capt. licnry Brighl- 
man, master, bimsq)f, mate, and 
Joseph Doliver, Oliver Potter, 
A^a Bickncll, Nathaniel P. 
Deade, and Stephen Gibbs, (co- 
loured cook) mariners. After dis- 
charging tbcir cargo at Matanzas, 
the captain told tiim he expected 
to have some passengers, who 
were foreigners. About a w’eck 
before they sailed, Alexander 
Tardy came on board and staid 
all night, but returned to shore the 
next day. But while taking on 
board their homeward cargo, Tar- 
dy remained on board several days, 
lie thinks it was about tlirne days 
before they sailed, the prisoners 
Felix and Couro came on board 
bringing a small iron bound box, 
said to contain money. The wit- 
ness was ordered to put it under 
the Captain’s birth, in a locker, 
which ho accordingly did, in the 
presence of Felix, who seemed 
satisfied with this disposition of it. 
From that time till the vessel 
sailed, Felix remained on board, 
during which time much of the 
cargo was taken in. In the course 
of the, testimony, the history of 
this box seemed to have an im- 
portant bearing on the trials, and 
thq witness wa^ cross-examined 
respecting it. He said he never 
saw or kjjiow any thing of it after- 
wards ; and did not think that it 
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could possibly have been brought 
from below, put on board tbo boat^ 
and sent ashore, without Felix or 
himself knowing it. He iiad un- 
derstood from the cook, who was 
a black man, that it had been re- 
moved — and by consent, this hear- 
say testimony was permitted to be 
related — ahd the witness said, he 
was told by the cook that Felix 
had caused the box to be removed 
to a locker under the cupboard, 
and aflerwar^s to Felix’s own 
apartment — and that this occurred 
before they left the hay of Matap- 
zas. Pepe came on board the 
day helbre sailing. Tlie pas- 
sengers being ail on board, the 
vessel was moved out a little frotri 
among the other shipping, where 
she remained until her papers 
were obtained, and there was no 
longer any cause of delay. She 
sailed on the 28th May. 

Nothing remarkable occurred 
until the morning of the 1st Juno. 
The^ breakfasted about 8 o’clock. 
Tardy seemed to be somewhat 
officious on the occasion, (le 
helped the witness to some fried 
eggs and ham, and a bowl of 
chocolate. Witness spilt some of 
the chocolate. Tardy insisted 
upon it, and actually replenished 
the bowl. After breakfast ho re- 
tired to tho state room, to get 
some rest, having been up all 
night. He soon felt very giddy 
in the head, and sick at tho sto- 
mach. The captain soon came 
down, and when he ascertained 
his situation, invited Tardy, who 
professed to be a Doctor, to come 
down and see him. T. did so ;<sdid 
that he was bilious, and proposed 
an emetic. Mr* Robinson, the 
supercargo, advised him to have 
nothing to do with bis medicine, 


and he determined to defer it until 
tho next morning. He came on 
the deck and laid down on a mat- 
trass, where he remained all day 
quite sick, and vomiting occasion- 
ally. Ill the evening Robinson 
told him he had no doubt but that 
Tardy had given them all poison ; 
and that, for the future they must 
eat nothing but what was served 
up by their own cook ; that Couro 
had come on board in tho capacity 
of a servant, and that he must bo 
made to cook for the Spaniards. 
The witness had no suspicion at 
that time at being poisoned, as 
the conk had not told him of Tar- 
dy’s agency in cooking the break- 
fa.*!)t. In the evening about 8 
o’clock ho went into the cabin, 
and found tlio Captain quite un- 
well with the asthma and a cough ; 
who invited him to sleep along 
side of him, and said that Robin- 
son would stay in the cabin with 
them. As tho weather was warm 
and he felt some solicitude about 
the vessel, he declined, and curne 
on deck, where he lay about four 
hours or until about 12 o’clock, 
when Doliver, one of the seamen 
came to the relief of the man at 
the helm. There was no moon 
and the night a clear star light 
night. He gave D. orders to ap- 
prise him of any change in the 
weather, and then slept he thinks 
uniil between I and 2 o’clock, 
when he was suddenly awoke by 
a noise, the cause of which he 
did not understand. He ran for- 
ward, and as soon as he got a little 
beyond tiie windiasfi, he saw a 
man standing with a knife in his 
hand by whom he was severely 
stabbed in the shoulder, (the wit- 
nesses’ arm is still in a sling.) In 
a state of great excitement and a- 
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lartiiy he ran across the vessel 
where he found Potter, a sailor, 
standiflir in a reclined position, 
who said he was stabbed, and ask- 
ed if they cotdd get any assis- 
tance ? The witness seized a 
handspike from flic long boat and 
attempted to get into the main 
He found Deliver and 
Potter had both ascended before 
Hini, and the blood from their 
wounds was streaming down like 
rain over him and the rigging. He 
saw a man about this time leaning 
against the railing, who in a short 
time fell a.s he believed dead. — 
He thought it was the captain and 
spoke to him, but got no an.swer ; 
he had since understood it wa.s not 
the captain. \\ hllst in this situa- 
tion Potter fainted, and the wit- 
ness and Deliver then told him 
that Tardy carno to the helm, 
looked into the binnacle and about, 
but c.Ycitcd no suspicion in his 
mind; though suddenly cut him 
very badly in the throat, and took 
the helm from him. IVhilst at the 
mast head witness heard Robinson 
and Nathan overboard and in the 
water. He knew them by their 
voices. They were in great dis- 
tress and implored to be permitted 
to come on board ; but the Span- 
iards said no, no, no. Rubirusoii 
kept rather off, but Nathan came 
near the vessel and entreated that 
a barrel, u plank or an oar might 
be thrown overboard to him, that 
ho might prolong his existence in 
that way fur a little wliilc, under 
the desperate hope of succour 
from some vessel that possibly 
might pass him. Rut his entrea* 
ties did not in the least mu\nB the 
hearts of tho Spaniards. They 
refused, and even attempted Vo 
plunga a har^n or some such 


instrument into him, and to strike 
him, with an oar. Finding bis 
supplications so inhumanly receiv- 
ed, he sought and remained with 
Robinson, until thiw were both 
exhausted and sunk to rise no 
more. The witness also heard 
two bodie.s thrown overboard. 
Ho next heard the Spaniard.s^ talk- 
ing about him ; and Tardy soon 
asked if he was above and was 
wounded, and told him to come 
down. He refused ^o do so, .say- 
ing if ho did they would kill him, 
and prererred staying whore he 
was and dying with his siii|)matcs. 
Tardy fold him tho Spaniards said 
they would n&t hint him, and that 
ifhc woultl come down, he would 
give him his word of honour he 
should he safe. One of his ship- 
mates begged him for God’s sake 
not to go down to be butchered ; 
he, however, did so, upon Tardy’s 
assurances. After getting on 
deck, Tardy and the three Span- 
iard.-« came around him. 'I'hrdy 
questioned him about the J^ox of 
money ; and said that the captain, 
boffirc they sailed iVoiii Matanzas, 
had sent tho money on .shore, and 
that the Spaniards ha<i determined 
not to come to the United States 
and have a suit about it, but to 
seize upon the vessel, and do 
themselves justice, lie agreed 
that he would assist him in navi- 
gating the vessel. At hi.s request 
he was tlicn laid down by them, 
and Tardy ordered up the medi- 
cine chest to dress his wound, but 
the Spaniards, as he understood 
them, said no, no, time enough 
yet. • Tardy having ascertained 
from him who else were aloft, and 
ordered them to come done one at 
a time. After a while Deliver 
came do\tii. Tardy stood at the 
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holm, and tho Spaniards went 
round Doliver, and after some 
conversation among them, he saw 
Couro stab Doliver ; Pepe, then 
run upon him, and striking;; him in 
the breast he fell overboard. Ho 
heard Doliver call to Potter from 
the water and tell him not to come 
down, for’ifhedid the barbarous 
wretches would kill him. Some 
short time after, he heard Potter 
tumble from the mast head and 
fall overboard without a groan. 

After day light, Pepe and Couro, 
loaded two muskets, went forward 
and called up a man (Bicknell) 
from the forecastle, who had no 
shirt on, and seemed to be wound- 
ed, having something like a hand- 
kerchief tied around his breast. 
While Bicknell was sitting on the 
rail, one of them fired a musket at 
him, and he fell overboard. The 
other then fired and tho witness 
thought hit him, for he heard him 
groan heavily. They then called 
dowii the cook who hid himself, 
and was until then unperceived in 
another part of the rigging, order- 
ed hint to go to work cooking 
breakfast, which he promptly obey- 
ed. The witness saw a knife lash- 
ed to a staff; two of tho Spaniards 
were without shirts, and besmear- 
ed with blood, with their bloody 
knives sticking in their girdles 
about their waists. There was a 
bottle of spirits sitting not far from 
where he was, to which the Span- 
iards went and drank. Tardy, 
observing that the witness was al- 
most overpowered by the horrid 
butchery he had witnessed, and 
the appalling sight of the blood- 
thirsty monsters, then exulting in 
the success of their more than 
savage cruelties ; attempted to 
allay his fears, by telling' him that 


these Spaniards had been drink- 
ing all night and were not yet 
drunk, and that notwithstanding 
what had happened, and the ai>- 
pearance of their knives, they 
would not hurt him ; and he (Tar- 
dy) pledged himself again to that 
effect. The pirates then went to 
work in destroying all the papers 
belongingto the vessel, which were 
thrown into the sea. The leaves 
of tho bibles belonging to some of 
the men were torn out, and also 
thrown overboard, as were the sea- 
clothing of the sailors. During 
this destruction of these evidences 
of the character of the vessel, Tar- 
dy and tho Spaniards kept up a 
constant huzzaing, exulting and 
bragging of their exploit. 

The vessel was all a gore of 
blood ; her deck, masts, spars, 
sails, &c. The cook was made 
to take buckets of water and wash 
it away; where it could not be 
gotten off the sails, &c. he was 
made to paint them over, so as to 
hide it. Pepe, after one of tho 
other Spaniards hud fixed the 
rope, hauled up the dead body of 
the Irish passenger from below, 
which was thrown overboard. — 
The command of the vessel was 
assumed by Tardy, who knew 
very little of navigation ; the 
Spaniards knowing nothing about 
it, not being able even to splice a 
rope. The services of the wit- 
ness were therefore necessary to 
them. From what he had seen 
of tho men, in whose power he 
was, he was prepared to execute 
any order they might give him, 
even if k had been to throw him- 
self into the deep. He therefore, 
obeyed them ; but with the faint- 
est hope imaginable, of ultimately 
gaining his fVeedom or saving his 
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life. During the dreadful acene, 
the French passenger was near 
Tardy at the helm, and showed 
every mark of suffering and sym- 
pathy. Tardy told tlie witness 
that the Frenchman was a good 
and intelligeiA man, and would be 
of some service to them. 

, Tardy showed the witness a 
complete set of Spanish papers 
for the vessel, representing her to 
belong to the Port of Havanna, 
bound by way of Matanzas to 
Hamburg in Europe. (These 
papers were exhibited in Court as 
part of the evidence, to show 
that the Piracy was planned, and 
the mode of executing it arranged 
before the prisoners lell Matan- 
zas. Tardy told the witness he 
had paid nine doubloons for them, 
and if the government knew he 
had procured them, the officer 
who gave them to him would lose 
his place. lie explained his in- 
tention to the witness, of going to 
Hamburg, and conversed with him 
about the course to steer, the con- 
dition of the vessel, her stores, 
&CT Felix appeared to bo next in 
authority, and also said they were 
going to Hamburg, and intimated 
to the witness that he should 
share equally in the proceeds of 
the cargo in Hamburg with him- 
self and Tardy. But as to the 
other Spaniards they were to have 
only a little, as they were inferior 
sort of men. This the witness 
was made to understand by signs. 
They then proceeded to dress his 
wound, and after the sun became 
oppressive; to him on deck, he was 
removed into the cabin, on reach- 
ing which, he fainted. When he 
revived, he heard a noise, and 
looking round, ob'sorved that Fe- 
lix was breaking open his chest. 


He told him where to find the 
kpy, which w'as procured, and the 
chest opened. His sea-clothes 
were taken out and thrown over- 
board, some trifling articles of 
clothing were taken with his pock- 
et hook, and a small sum of mo- 
ney. The money was carried to 
the state room, and* put into a 
common stock, composed of the 
money they got hold of. (The 
pocket book was found in posses- 
sion of Felix when taken by the 
officers from OI(f Point, and was 

Court.) 

•The witness here related the 
converstltion between himself and 
Tardy as ^o the improbability of 
getting to Hamburg without ma- 
riners, and with the small stock of 
provisions they had. It resulted 
in a determination to make to the 
nearest port in the United States,'* 
and to take in hands and provi- 
sions; and they sailed for St. 
Mary’s, which they nearly reach- 
ed — but owing to contrary* winds, 
they could not make. Jhe wind 
was favourable to their going to 
Savannah or Charleston — but 
Tardy would not consent to go to 
either port. He had resided^ at 
one place and had failed there in 
business, and was known in 
both too well to venture in cither. 
They then determined to sail to 
the Chesapeake, and barely call at 
the first port for men and provi- 
sions. The witness here gave a 
long account of what occurred af- . 
ter they entered the Capes, and 
before they arrived at Old Point. 
They were spoken by four differ- 
ent pilots, all of w'hom Tardy re- 
fused. Thojast, however, at- 
tempted to go on board, and Tar- 
dy was induced by the witness to 
permit it, to prevent suspicion, as 
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the name of the vessel had been 
efTiced the day alter the murder 
of the crew, llut, bufare the pilot 
boarded, Tardy gave orders to the 
Spauiiirds and witness how to de- 
port tiiciiiselves, so as to avoid 
the possibility of discovery, lie 
conjured tiie witness not to betray 
him, he had saved tiie witness’s 
life, and he must be true to him. 
The witness says he quieted his 
fears, and was clapped on the 
breast by Tardy, who declared he 
was just as him,' &c. The other 
details are unimportant. The^ 
vessel having been brought Ho 
anchor oiF Old Point Comfort, 
Tardy announced his intention of 
going on shorts, and promised the 
witness a mess of and 
fresh meat, for ho had been living 
on salt provisions long enough. — 
Tiie witness said he had no idea of 
st lying on board himself that night, 
if by any stratagem he could get 
ashore. He had seen one br 
more bundles of iron tied up, and 
had previously ascertained from 
Tardy, that they were in readiness 
to sink the cook when they kill- 
ed him. The three Spaniards 
and the cook were sent aloft to 
reef the sails, and he proposed to 
Tardy to assist in getting the boat 
ready and to bring it along- 
side for him. His proposition 
was consented to with some 
reluctance, and he got into the 
boat to take out the plug to let the 
water that was in her escape, and 
desired that the French passenger 
should take one rope and Tardy 
the other, and let the boat down. 
This they did. As soon as sbe 
touched the water, instead of 
bringing her alongside, he made 
for the shore with all his strength. 
He know that t,here wore noMoad- 


ed arms on board, and that he 
was safe. Tardy asked him as 
he was going off, if he would be- 
tray him ; he answered no, and 
hastened to the shore, where he re- 
lated the story to the officers in 
command, and entrbated them to 
go on board immediately that 
they might save the lives of the 
Frenchman and the cook. He 
had noticed the aversion shown 
by the Frenchman to the Span- 
iards from the fatal 1st June, and 
that he avoided all intercourse 
with them as much as he could — 
an<l the witness felt a deep interest 
in the preservation of his life. 

Air. Ferdinand Ceunouhac, the 
next witness examined, is a native 
of the province of Languedoc, in 
France, and has resided us a mer- 
chant in Matanzas for seven years. 
He is a man of good countenance 
and deportment, and is unable to 
speak a work of Knglish. Ho 
said he knew nothing of the brig 
Crawford until he took his passage 
on board of her. Besides himself, 
there were six passengers, and the 
supercargo — Tardy, the tl/iee 
Spaniards — and two men who 
spoke English. Ho did not think 
he had ever before seen Tardy or 
the Spaniards to know them. His 
detail of the circumstances, and 
time of sailing, and of the events 
of the butchery of the Captain 
and crew, in nearly all the main 
particulars, corresponded exactly 
with the testimony of Mr. Dobson. 
It is unnecessary to recapitulate 
those parts of this tragical story 
that have been already told. This 
witness saw some things which 
Mr. Dorhson did not ; under- 
stands Spanish, and knew more 
of the conversations and inten- 
tions of the desperadoes— but 
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we shall omit those parts of his 
testimony that have been embrac- 
ed above. He stated that he had 
come on board with the intention 
of going to New-York to attend to 
some commercial business in that 
city. The Spanish passengers 
told him they had $17,000 on 
board} were going to New-York to 
purchase a vessel, and intended to 
go to the coast of Africa. On the 
li-si of June he noticed that the 
crew were taken sick ; the mate 
(Dobson) being much more so 
than any of the rest, lie did not 
know the cause, but was told after 
the mnssaQre by the Spaniards, 
that the Captain wanted to poison 
everybody on board, that he might 
get the money of the passengers. 
He slept on deck the night of the 
1st June, and about t\\o or five 
oVlock he was roused by a noise 
on the deck. 11c found Tardy at 
the helm, near which ho lay. It 
was dark, and he could not well 
distinguish things — but he saw 
two men struggling two or three 
yards from him, one of them fell. 
Hcrtid not know who they were. 
Fepe told him afterwards it was 
himself, killing the Captain ; but 
Felix insisted that be had killed 
the captain. Very soon he saw a 
man despatching some one with 
an axe, and he thotight he recog- 
nized the voice of IV'pe, who af- 
terwards told him it was so.* He 
saw a man coming up from tho 
cabin, and one of the Spaniards 
stabbed him, and he fell back into 
tho cabin. He recognized him to 
be the mgji who spoke English, 
and had a sore on his leg, (which 
was the case, by M r. Dobson's 
testimony, with the Irish passen- 
ger.) Felix told him that h^ had 


killed him, and that he thought at 
the time it was Robinson coming 
up with a gun. At day-break the 
witness saw Robinson and the 
sailor in the water, and confirmed 
ail that Dobson had said respect- 
ing them. When the man was 
called down from the mast, the 
Spaniards got around him.^ Pepe 
asked the others why they were 
delaying killing him. Couro re- 
plied he wanted to give him a good 
and fatal blow, apd not to wound 
him. [The only gleam of mercy 
jhat appears in this whole scene 
of •savage barbarity.] P/;pe then 
ran on him, and he fell overboard.^ 
After day break they loaded two* 
guns, Called up a man from below 
who had something tied round his 
breast as over a wound, and or- 
dered him to jump overboard, 
which ho did ; and as he went one 
of them fired, and as he thinks 
missed him. The other shot Him 
after he fell in the water. They 
then hauled up the dead body from 
the cabin. They exarpined it, 
and remarked that the stab given 
him was the finest they had ever 
in all their lives^ it had so 
complelfly severed the heart. He 
henid the man fall from the rigging 
ns described by Dobson. — The 
Spaniards, after the butchery was 
over, asked Tardy why lie had not 
brought them two knives as he 
had promised — they said all they 
had were broken, and if any thing 
should happen they would have • 
nothing to defend themselves. 
Tardy promised to buy them tho 
first time he got to laiul. The 
clothes of the Spaniards were 
bloody, and they threw them into 
tho sea, as they did most of the 
cluthes of the crew and passen- 
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gers. Three or four daje after- 
wards, he heard them say that tho 
mate and cook were only fattening 
to be killed. Tardy assumed the 
command, and Felix was to keep 
the books, and be also had some 
little knowledge of steering. Tar- 
dy showed the witness the false 
papers obtained in Havana for the 
vessel, and said they cost him 25 
doubloons. The reason he gave 
the witness for saving his life was, 
that he was his countryman ; that 
he had been a pirate for a great 
while, and had never injured a 
Frenchman, and should not edin- 
,mence then. The same pretext 
was given to this withess as to 
Dobson, for the massacre,*' and of 
the ulterior views of the party. 
When near St. Mary’s, Tardy 
proposed to let him go on shore, 
" and to give him $50 to bear his 
expenses by land to New York. 
He had strong hope of being spar- 
ed, until he saw the Spaniards one 
day making a dirk out of an old 
knife— but Tardy gave him most 
solemn assurances of his safety, 
in which he had some hope, as he 
recollected how he had made him 
stand by him at the helm, and pro- 
tected him during the butchery. 
He told the same story with the 
mate as to their arrival in the 
Chesapeake, the pilots, the con- 
duct of Tardy, and the escape of 
Dobson in the boat at Old Point 
Comfort. As soon as Dobson 
modo^otr in the boat. Tardy op- 
peared to be greatly alarmed, said 
two or three words to Dobson who 
replied in one word — none of 
which he understood. Tardy 
then told him he wps a lost man. 
An American vessel had anchored 
not far off, and Tardy spoke it, 
and obtained from it the use of 


their long boat to send to the shore 
for bis own, and two hands to row 
it In this boat the three Spa- 
niards embarked — after getting 
some distance they returned, say- 
ing they could not get the boat ; 
but Tardy ordered" them to pro- 
ceed, and they did so ; but the 
Spaniards not going where the 
boat was, Tardy became more a- 
Iarni6Cl, expressed ids dreadful ap- 
prehensions of the consequences, 
and announced his determination 
to cut his throat. (It was con- 
jectured that the Spaniards were 
sent off to secure or despatch Dob- 
son, but preferring their own safe- 
ty, made their escape.) The wit- 
ness and Tardy went into the 
cabin, when the witness took pos- 
session of some articles that be- 
longed to him, and then returned 
on deck. In a few moments he 
understood from the negro (the 
cook,) that Tardy had cut his 
throat. 

Mr. Joseph Brough was .the 
next witness examined. He was 
the Pilot who went on board the 
vessel and conducted it to^ld 
Point. His testimony correspond- 
ed with that of Dobson and the 
last witness, as to events after his 
going on board. He witnessed 
the tragical end of Tardy, and 
upon' rushing upon deck and call- 
ing out for assistance, saw the 
officei’S from Old Point boarding 
the vessel. 

Captain N. 6. Dana, who was 
temporarily in command at Old 
Point, and to whom the story of 
Dobson had been related, after 
its extravagance had gained some 
credened with the subaltern offi- 
cers, gave the necessary orders 
for Dobson’s conftnement, for 
boarding the vessel, &c. &c. 
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Dobson having told him tie vessel 
was built at Troy, and Ithat her 
name was efTaced, and having sa- 
tisfactorily answered a ftw ques- 
tions as to the localities *of Troy, 
with which the Captain was ac- 
quainted, he^went on board with a 
party of armed men, and found that 
Tardy was only alive. The sur- 
geon was sent for, and pronounced 
him beyond the reach of his skill. 
Neccflsary mcasuros WCfG then 
adopted to pursue the Spaniards, 
to secure the vessel, and to have 
an inquest over the body of Tar- 
dy, who lived but a few minutes. < 
The prisoners hud lost no time in 
effecting their escape. They had 
passed over many creeks and in- 
lets, and over a long and devious 
route ; had crossed James river in 
a canoe near its mouth, and pene- 
trated many miles into the interior, 
round the bays and inlots on the 
South side, before they were over- 
taken. They were aiming for 
Norfolk and would not have been 


overtaken but for the praiseworthy 
zeal and exertions of the party in 
pursuit, who were aided by the in- • 
habitants with fresh horses and 
one or two recruits. Mr. Servant, 
Col. Jones and Lt. Robert An- 
derson were examined as to these 
particulars. Mr. Westwood, the 
Custom House Gfljcer at Hamp- 
ton, proved the identity of the pa- 
pers found on board the vessel. — 
An inquest* was held over the body 
of Tardy, and ho was buried on 
the beach, at liigli water mark, 
with his face downwards. 

^ The trial under the indictment 
for Pirqcy, commenced on Mon- 
day and ^closed on Wednesday. 
On each*day,one of the prisoners 
were tried. In all the cases, the 
testimony was submitted to the 
jury without argumciit from the 
bar; and the jury, a separate oqq 
in each case, after a retirement of 
but a few minutes, returned with a 
verdict of guiliy. 


^OURT OF KING’S BENCH, MONTREAL, June 20th. 
DOM UEX. vs. w. £. BALL, et, ol. — Oil Ilaheos Corpus, 


The case before us presents the 
following facts : One Joseph 
Fisher, staled to bo an alien, came 
lately into this Province, where he 
was attached by his body about 
the 10th May last, at the suit of 
one John Wood, a merchant in 
the State of New Hampshire, fora 
civil debt of J^160, and was there- 
upon detained in the Jail of this 
District. On the 2Sth day of the 
same mon\h, two war];ants signed 
by Samuel Gale, Esq. the Police 
Magistrate, were lodged with the 
keeper of the same jail, th^ one 
charging the said Joseph Fishci, 


as late of Vermont, gentleman, of 
^ being accused on oath with hav- 
ing feloniously stolen, taken and 
carried away from a trunk pre- 
viously locked, banknotes to the a- 
mountof$638, the property of John 
Wood and directing the deten- 
tion of the said Joseph Fisher, iq 
the said jail, to bo dedt with ac- 
cording to law- The other war- 
raift being somewhat more ex- 
tended and precise, stating ** that 
whereas Joseph Fisher, late of 
'Vermont, gAitleman, an alien, to 
wit, a Prussian, now in confine- 
menC) under civil process, in the 
38 • 
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said jaii, Blands charged upon month if May last, a warrant was 
oath with having at Middlchury, issued U the name of Our Sovc- 


in the State of Vermont, felonious- 
ly stolen, taken, and carried away 
from a trunk previously locked, 
bank notes to the amount or$>63S, 
and to (he number of upwards of 
240, the property of John Wood, 
of Keene, the State of New- 
Hampshire, and with having, im- 
mediately upon the commission of 
the said felony, come into this 
Province,’* and directing also tlic 
detention of the said Joseph Fiah- 

cr to be dealt with according to 
law. These warrants appear .{o 
he foundod on two depositions 
made by the said John ,Wood on 
the said 28th May last, befqrO the 
said Police Magistrate, in one of 
which the stealing of the Bank 
hills or notes, to the amount of 
<1:338, is mentioned, but without 
stiting the time or place where 
the felony was committed, and that 
the said John Wood verily be- 
lieved the said felony to have been 
committed by the said Joseph 
Fisher, and in the subsequent de- 
position the said John Wood 
swears, ‘<that the said Joseph 
Fisher committed the crime and 
felony charged in the* affidavit 
afbresaid at Mid'dlebuiy, in the 
State of Veirmbnt; thaf the said 
Joseph Fisher, is not an English 
subject, but an alien, to wit, a 
Prussian, as declared by him the 
said Joseph Fisher, and came in- 
to thi$ Province, from the stale of 
Vermont aforesaid, imifiediately 
after the commission of the afore- 
said wnco.” It further appctirs 
that <hh hff^oe so charged a^insl 
the said Jbteph'Fisher, is a Felo- 
ny, and a crime punUhable by the 
laws of the State of Verihont 
On the 'SOtb day of the^^said 


reign Lord lire Ring, tested in the 
name of and signed by his Ex- 
cellency* the Earl of Dalhousie, 
the Governor-in-Chief of the Pro- 
vince, the said wnrrnpt, addressed 
to tho Sheriff of the District of 
Montreal, in which it is stated 
as follows { — 

** IVhereMf Joseph Fisher, 
late of the town of Middlebury, in 
the county of Addison, in the state 
of Vermont, one of the United 
States of ‘America, gentleman, is 
now commillod and detained in our 
Common Jail in our said Dis- 
trict of Montreal, undei your cus- 
tody, upon, and by reason of a 
certain charge on oath of felony, 
to wit, upon the clmrge on oath of 
having on the twenty-third day of 
April, 1S27, at the said town of 
Middlebury, in the county of Ad- 
dison, in the slate of Vermont, 
one of the United States of Amc- ^ 
rica, feloniously stolen and car- 
ried away divers, to wit, 240 bank 
notes for tiio payment of divers 
sums of money, in tho wlvd^ 
amounting to $G3S, of tlie value of 
<^143 11 sterling money of Great 
Britain, and then and there being 
the. property of one John Wood. 
And whereas the said Joseph Fish- 
er, not being one of our subjects, 
but being an alien, to wit, a Prus- 
sian, hath since the commission of 
the said offence come into this Pro- 
vince from the said United vStates 
of America, and Jhe said offence 
wheteof ho is charged as afore- 
said, having been committed with- 
in the juris^diction of 'the said 
state of Vermont, it is lit and ex- 
pedient that the said Joseph Fish- 
er be made amenable to the laws 
of the said state of Vermont for 
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the offence aforesaid. Wl, iherc- 
fore, command you that the body 
of the said Joscpli Fisher, under 
your custody ns aforesaid, \ you do 
immediately convey and deliver to 
such person or persons as accord- 
ing to the laws of the said state of 
Vermont may be lawfully authori- 
zed to receive the same, at some 
convenient place on the confines 
of this Province and of the said 
state of Vermont, to the end that 
the said Joseph Fisher may he 
thence safely conveyed by sjjch 
person or persons as aforesaid, to 
the town ofMiddlebury aforesaid, 
and there ITe mado no answer for 
the offence aforesaid, according 
to the laws of the Slate of Ver- 
mont. Provided always, that the 
said Joseph Fisher bo detained 
under your custody afoicsnid for 
no cause, matter, or thing, other 
than the offence aforesaid: and 
this you nro not to omit at your 
peril. Witness,” &c, 

]&y the return made to the writ 
of Habeas Corpus sued out by tho 
saiH.Joscpli Fisher, it appehrs 
that tho Sheriff of the District of 
IVIontrcal, mado his warrant to 
William Easton Ball, hia bailiff, 
and charged him with the execu- 
tion of the said warrant, so issued 
in the name of His Majesty. 

Upon tho return to this writ of 
Habeas Corpus, several questions 
have been raised, and, objections 
taken on the part of the prisopor, 
as to the sufficiency and the le- 
gality of this proceeding against 
him. These we shall now con- 
sider. « 

1. It is first objected that there 
is here no clear and positi' 
charge of any felony oir 
ing been committed by the piisi 
ner ; the * charge against him 


amounting merely to a suspicion, 
the grounds, or causes of which 
arc not set out, so as to enable 
the Court to judge how far they 
are reasonable or sufficient. 

It cannot be supposed that 
much stress was meant to be jaid 
upon this objection, •as in the affi- 
davit of John Wood there is a 
positive charge against the priso- 
ner, that he committed the felony 
in question at Middkbury, in the 
state of Vermonf, and so express- 
ed in tho warrant of commitment. 

^ lb was no doubt necessary that 
the charge against thfb prisoner 
should ba sufficiently clear and 
positive to render him amenable to 
the laws of that country, he is. sta- 
ted to have violated, for this con- 
stitutes the ground work of tho 
whole proceeding. The’ Courf,* 
however, thinks tho accusation 
against the prisoner to be suffi- 
ciently clear and positive in all 
material points. It is truo tho 
day when the felony was commit- 
ted is not mentioned in llie affida- 
vit of Mr. Wood, although it is in 
the warrant addressed tb the She- 
riff ; but from tho circumstances 
stated of the. prisoner’s coining in- 
to this province immb'diately offer 
the felony was compiitted, and bis 
Bubsequbnt arrest here in May 
last, this would be sufficient to 
hold him amenable to the law ; the 
omission of a positive day or date 
being in many respects not so ma-. 
tcrial. 

2. It is objected^ that upon (he 
supposition that a sufficient charge 
of a crime be. made' out ogainst the 
prisoner, yet that the sovereign 
canpot lawffitly deliver him up to 
the state wh$r6 the crime io sahl 
lohaAbeen committed; and even 
allowing this right to the sovereign, 
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yot Uiat it has never been practis- 
ed or allowed} except in offence^ 
of the taost aggravated nature, 
such as murder and robbery, but 
never in the minor offences o/ lar- 
ceny and such like. 

This objection embraces the 
main points in the case, and the 
dctermiifation upon 'it will, in a 
great measure, obviate all the 
other objections. In considering 
this pfirt of the case, much of the 
argUDiBOt used nUust bu laid out of 
the question, such as that founded 
on offences of a political natura, ' 
arising oUf of revolutionary prioci- 
l^es, excited in any government, 
as in these cases tb^ refusal of a 
state to surrender the accused 
cannot be drawn into precedent, 
for the authority of the state to 
< which the accused has fled may 
well be extended to protect rather 
than deliver him up to his accu- 
sers, and this upon a wise and hu- 
mane policy, because the voice of 
justice cannot always bo heard 
amidsUhe rage of revolution, or 
when the sovereign and the sub- 
ject are at open variance respect- 
ing their political rights; and, 
therefore, no. state vnll ever be in- 
duced .to deliyer men up to de- 
struction^ nor even to malicious 
prosecution. We will, also, lay 
out of tboiquestion all the cases 
depending upon treaties and con* 
vcnjdens entered into between dif- 
ierent nations, as in nuch cases 
tl]i^^s.Mrrender of the' accused by 
one nation another, is not so 
mueK the effect of the exercise of 
a pt^rq^ative riglit or power of 
the executijl^e government, as the^ 
execution of a national convention* 
bindioeoaiioth parties* We must 
meet the. case an it presents Itself 
which calls upon us to determine 


whethe\ for any crime great or 
small, committed in a foreign state, 
there e»sts in the executive gov- 
ernmci/of this country any au- 
thority to deliver up the accused 
to be dealt with according to the 
offended laws of such foreign state. 

The crime here charged against 
the prisoner is recognized as an 
offonco against the laws of all 
Christian and civilized nations, and 
this crime may bo more, or less ag- 
gravated according to the circum- 
stances of every particular case. 
In looking at the authorities cited 
frona Grotius, Puffendorff, Yattel, 
Hemeccius, Burlamaqui and Mar- 
tens, and to what has been written 
by them on this subject, wo feel 
it unnecessary to make particular 
quotations from them in support of 
the doctrine in hand, because it is 
impossible that any unprejudiced 
man can read these authors with- 
out being satisfied that the princi- 
ple hero objected to, stands ad- 
mitted as a thing understood, 
practised and recognizedTiy the 
comity of nations, that the oP'tJ- 
er against the laws of ono nation, 
'^ing refuge with another, may ho 
surrendered to the offended nation 
foe the ends of justice. The dif- 
ference of opinion among these 
writers as to the enormity of the 
offimce cannot affect the princi- 
plp,l akbough it may vary the prac- 
tice, mpohg different nations ac- 
cotdiilgto circumstances. This 
right of surrender is founded on 
the principle, that he who has 
caused an injury is bound to re- 
pair it, and, he who has infringed 
the laws of any country is liable 
to the punishment inflicted by 
those laws ; if wc screen him from 
that punishment, we become par- 
ties to his crime — we excite reta- 
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Viation— we encourage criif nols to 
take refuge amongst us. jWe do 
that as a mlion, which as indi- 
viduals it would be dishomluirublc, 
nay, criminal to do. If, on the 
contrary, we deliver up the accu- 
sed to the otfended nation, wo 
only fulfil our part of the social 
compact, which directs that the 
rights of nations as well as of in- 
dividuals should he respected, and 
a good understanding tnaintained 
between them; uiid this is the 
more requisite among neighbour-* 
ing states on account of tlic daily 
communications which must ne- 
cessarily sflbsist between them. — 
A modern writer* on the law of 
nations, says, “La communica- 
tion journalierc entre deux pais 
liinitrophcs cst inevitable, et eilc 
doit etro d’autant pins favorisec 
par Icurs Gouvcrnmorits respcc- 
tifs; qu’elle est naturcllementc 
fondecs sur dcs besuins rccipro- 
ques, ctqu’clic donno pur la, lieu 
a (fes changes, d’aiilcurs ellc eta- 
blit entre Itis bubitaris rcspcctifs 
liaisons, et un sorte de coiifi- 
ance qui assure leur trariquilitc, 
et contribuent a leur jouissauces.” 
Indeed were wc to take into ac- 
count the opinions of modem wri- 
ters on international law, we would 
be still more strongly, fortifiod in 
the principles we here hold, and 
wc see no reason why those opin- 
ions should be rejected. By lapse 
of time, by new combinations and 
events, and by revolution, the 
principles of government may be 
altered and improved, and we 
have in th*e present age bad many 
lessons to teach us wisdom. At 

*lDatit: du Droit des Gena. Crc. par 
C. Gerard de Raynoval ; liv.3 ch. 3 
$ 4. p. 134.* 


all events, we may safely say, 
that at the present day the world 
has bepomo enlightened in the 
science of Government, as W'cll as 
in all the other departments of hu- 
man knowledge, far beyond what 
was knowm to those writers who 
have lived ceuturiep ago, and, 
4l)creforc, that the maxima of Gov- 
ernment of the present day may 
be considered as at least as well 
understood and better adapted to 
the rights and fedings of mankind 
than they cniild have been in the 
'ds^ys of Grotiiis and PunTendOifT. 

But Jet ns look more immedi- 
ately to tl;c laws of our country, as 
the pripciplcs Jlhere adopted, must 
serve to guide our decision on the 
question. The law of England 
recognizes flic law of nations as 
part of the common law of Ihp, 
land, and although upon this ques- 
tion, from the insulated situation 
of that country, we do not meet 
with numerous decision^ on the 
point, yet we find enough to satis- 
fy us, that we. are holding to those 
principles which have been there 
adopted. Hero we mast refer to 
the cases cited at the bar, as fur- 
nishing the only light on the sub- 
ject,, which we have at this mo- 
ment been able to procure. Rex 
vs. Hutchinson, (3 Keh^ Rep, 
78.'),) where the court refused to 
bail a man committed for a murder 
in Portugal. Col. Lundy’s case, 
(2 Vent, Reps 314,) who was ar- 
rested in Scotland for a capital of^ 
fence committed by him in Ire- 
larAl— held, that he might be sent 
tjibre to be tried. Bex vs. Kim- 
berly Rep, 848,) Justices of 
*the peace in^Sngland may commit 
a person offending against Irish 
law,<n order to be sent to be tried 
in Ireland. £ast India Co. vs. 
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Campbell, (1 Vea. Si^r, 246,) 
ivhere it was held, that one may 
be sent from England to Calcutta 
to be tried for an offence commit- 
ted' there. Mure vs. Kaye, (4 
Taunt. Rep. 43,) where Judge 
Heath held that it has been gene- 
rally understood, that whenever a 
crime has been committed, the 
criminal is punishable according 
to the loci of the country 
against the law of which the crime 
w'as committed, and by the comity 
of nations, the country in which 
the criminal is found, has ai(kd 
the ’ police of the country, against 
which the crime was committed in, 
bringing the crimiaal to j^istico. 
In Lord Loughborough’s time, 
the creiy, of a Dutch ship master- 
ed the vessel, and ran' away with 
^.ber, and brought her into Deal, 
and it was a question whether wo 
could seize them and send them 
to Holland, and it was held wo 
might. • Aqd the same has always 
been the law of all civilized coun- 
tries. * 

It has, howevort been said, that 
the casetf of Lmdyt Kimberly, 
and Campbell,, do not apply, as 
th'e countries to ^Which these per- 
sons yrete nmil were under the 
8em(Br dp^nion of the authority 
sending them, and therefore there 
could be no question raised touchi^ 
iog[ international law. This may 
beiehnstdered an ingenious, but 
we thffiktndt the true construction 
put ttpQi' these cases, for the 
qiimon was the right to send 
th<^,|if rsons to a diSerent cdun- 
try which they them 

wpi^ jl^ his tried ' by . the laws of 
thaidountry for an Offence com*'" 
mitted^eg^st ,tbem, and without 
sbihe iair -to warrant U{|s,** and 
none is cited or relied^n, the Sove- 


reign npd no more authority to 
send tlkse persons to such distant 
countriM for their tria , than ho 
had send them to a loroi.gii 
countiy for this purpose — bcj-idea, 
we sec nothing S!)jd in any of 
thp.se cases which can lend us to 
believe that the decision was 
founded on the power of the crown 
oyer these several countries : on 
the contrary, from whnt was ob- 
served in Caropbeira case, wn 
must believe it was the general 
principle \ve here contended for, 
which was recognized. In that 
case the Court is stated to have 
said, “ that the goveriiinent may 
send a person to answer for a 
crime wherever committed, llmt 
he may /not involve his country, 
nnd to prevent reprisals,” 

In the two other cases, the pre- 
tence that tho offended country 
was under tho same dominion, 
will not apply, the general princi- 
ple' is there clearly estublishcd, 
particularly in the latter of Mure 
vs. Ka>c, for there Judge Heath 
lays it dow'n, ns the law of all ..ci- 
vilized countries, and althoush tho 
particular instance for elucidating 
this .general principle in the caso 
of fhe 'Dutch sailors has been 
called a case of piracy, and as 
such always restrained among 
ffkpdly nations, yet without a 
purtidriar treaty on this subject, 
this. presented only a ques- 
tion.' of international law, which 
stOiifd upon no heiier right than 
the 'present ; the particular cir- 
cumstances alone could lead to a 
more yegdyr exercise of tho right 
of interference of the British go- 
vernment, and accordingly wo 
find, that Mr. Chitty in his tre^ise 
on criminal law, 1 voL p. 16,' has 
laid it down as a genefdl princi- 



i/aW cases. [30* 

plc, “ if a pcTSoa ' laving 'would appear l\ial ono Short who 
commiUed a felony in a brcifjn had fled from Ireland to the Uni- 
country, comes into Knptr nd, he ted States, was charged by an in- 
may he arrested liero, and <ionvey- dividual there, with having corn- 
ed and given uj) to the iriagJttiates rnittod a' murder in Ireland, and 
of tho country against (he IjVv.s of was arrested at the instance of 
which the oiTe tyre wascoinminod,” this individual, with a view to Iris 
and he cites ns tho ground work being sent back to Ireland, but no 
of ilii.s principle the above case of demand had been made of the ac- 
Mure vs. Kaye. cused by the Government, upr had 

Two cases have been cited as the Executive of the United States 
* having been decided in the United directed any thing to be done in 
Stales of Amciica, applicable to regard of him, either as to his ar- 
Ihat before us ; tho one by Mr. reft or detention.* The prisoner 
Chancellor Kent in the ■ stale of Short being brought before Judge 
New-York, and the other by Judge Tilghnian on the writ of Habeas 
'i'ilghman, in the state of Fcnnsyl- Corpus, it became a question be- 
vnnia. WePare happy to have the fore him, hpw far the prisoner was* 
opinions of enlightened 'men upon liable tp be detained under such 
a question of this kind, laid bGA)rQ circumstances. The Judge de- 
ns, particularly from a country termined that he could not. But 
with which our communications this i.s not the case of the prisoner 
aro so frequent, and our interests before us, for he has not only* • 
mutual. The opinions of these been accused of a crime, but by 
learned men arc, however, at va- the order of the Executiue Gov- 
1 iance upon some points : so that ernment it is directed that he shall 
the question might still be consid- he delivered up to tho legal au- 
crerf ns imsottled in that country, thority of that state where the 
without some local law on the sub- crimo was committed ; fund from 
je4kt. • We cannot, however, help what we can collect of Judge 
expressitig our entire approbation Tilghman’s decision, thefeis some 
of those principles which. have reason to .believe that had the 
been adopted, and so fbreibiy ap-. prisoner Short, wbeii brought be- 
plied by Air. Chancellor Kent in fore him, stood in the same situa- 
his judgment ; they appear tp us tion as the prisoner Fisher now 
to be founded on a fair interpreta- does, he would have determined 
tion of the law, and well suited tp differently. We wilt make a short 
the national intercourse and^ood extract from this decision to show 
understanding between the two the reasonableness of this belief, 
countries. The opinion and do- from the general principles there . 
cision of Judge Tilghmpn, which held, which we conepive to be 
has been cited, and relied on by consistent, with the opinion we 
’ the prisoner, does not seem to fa- now •hold ; he efiys, “I grant, 
vour his case ; we w/>uld even thqt when the Executive has been 
say, that some parts of k make in the habit of deliverihgup fugi- 
strongly against him. According tfves, or is.pb]^ed by treaty^ the 
to the report of the decision which Magistrates may issue warrants of 
has bhen communicated to us, it arrest *cm their own accord (oh 
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proper evidence) in order the 
mpre eiTectually to accomplish the 
intent of the Government, by pne- 
venting the escape of the criminal. 
On this principle we arrest oiTcnd- 
ers who have fled from one of 
the United States to another, 
even before demand has been 
made by the Executive of the 
State- from Which they fled. — 
But what' right is there to arrest in 
caMB where the Government has 
deoteied that it> will not deliver 
up ? ’ For what purpose is such an 
arrest? Can any judgment bo 
giveoy by which the Executive gait 
be .coo^elled to surrender a fugi* 
4ive l Most certainly ijpt. . Jff the 
Present of the JJnited ^,States 
shodld'. cause a person to be im* 
prbdned, for the purpose . of deli- 
vering him to a foreign power, 

, thh Judges might issue a Habeas 
Corpus, and inquire into the lega- 
lity of the proceeding; but they 
have no authority whatever to 
make sf»ch deliveiy themselves, or 
to command the Executive tu 
make it.* Jf tl^ese principles be 
just; it followBj that under existing 
circumstances, ;ho’ Magistrate in 
Feonsylyehfa has h r^hi to cause 
a pdrsbh to he arrestj^ ih Older to 
afford to to &e Jfreid- 

dnpi the Vhii^d States to deli- 
ver ht^ to a foreigp Govetjbment 
But what if tbe J^ecutive should, 
hei^after be of opinion, in tto 
sbme- enormous offender, 

^ thi^ had a right, and was bound 
* 11^46 to., surrender him, and 
a|M|i ^^ application to a Ma- 
g«wte'*for a. warrant of attost? 

be a caSe quite differ" 
tflh one before , me, and I 
sWd th&k U imprudent atthd 
ptosent jfomeht to give ^ bpin- 
nnttbh>Jtos on 


vmdouUed rif^ht to surrender fugi- 
tives /lorn other Slates* JVb man 
has a right to say^ ‘ I will force 
myself\nlo your ierntoryj and you 
shall Jroiecl luc.* In the case 
supposed, the question would be 
whe j/icr, under the pxisting consti- 
tutitJn and laws, the President has 
a ^Hghl to act for the nation, or 
whether he must wait until Con- 
gress think proper to legislate on 
tiie subject. The opinion of the 
Executive hitherto has been, that 
it has no power to act, and should 
it ever depart from that opinion, it 
will be for the Judges to decide 
on the case as it shall then stand. 
Neither do 1 give Any opinion 
whether the Executive of the 
State of Pennsylvania has power 
to cause a fugitive criminal to bo 
arrested for the purpose of deliv- 
ering him up. But confining my- 
self to the case before me, in 
which the arrest was made at the 
request of a private person, I am 
of opinion that there is no law to 
support it, and therefore the 'pri- 
soner is entitled to his discharge.” 

Taking then the opiniq/i 
Judge Tilghman on the principle 
hi^e stated, and supposing that 
tbexb existed a law in the United 
Stotw;. authorizing the President 
toact Ibr the nation, as the prero- 
^^ivC of the Kintr of Great Bri- 
authorizes him to act in this 
ere can be no doubt, but 
one country as well as 
id tbe[u\her, what the Executive 
ii^^y directed to be done in re- 
of delivering up a fugitive 
Wdold be confirmed by thejudi- 
ciam j 

.The aobjection that the offence 
charged against the prisoner, is 
not off that enormity as either to re- 
quire, or permit; that the Execu- 
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live sliould interfere to deliver liiin 
up, csin linve no weit^ht. Jt would 
1)0 dilfi nil to o'^lahli.-li ja rule, 
whiMo noln^ liO'J •settled, to 

enable in to ilntin .'iiisii ibr.sbades 
of enormity of diilerent olYnee.-), 
their evil tcrijeiiey, or periVions 
so as to limit the po\wr of 
the prornjrative as applieahle oidy 
to such crimes as are prodticiive 
of a certain qiinnhim of evil in a 
state. The certain and positive 
rule laid down hy all writers on in- 
tcrnatimiiii law, and the diMUsions 
had thereon, as above referred t»>, 
agree to say, that where a crime 
has been committed, the criminal 
may bo surTendered to the offend- 
ed country. There iseerfainly^reat 
difference of opinion amono these 
writers ns to what kind of crime 
this ought to apply ; some holdiiiir 
it to extend otily to hit^h inuison, 
rohbery^ and murder, while others 
apply it to minor offmees, and 
even to civil damage ; but where 
the general right is acknowledged, 
it must he hdt to neighbouring na- 
tions to determine, the necessity <»f 
wJou’ing it according as good po- 
licy and sound discretion shall re- 
quire. 

3. It is, however, further ob- 
jected, that allowing the Sovereign 
may have tlic power to deliver up 
a criminal to another state, yet 
that such power cannot bq, exer? 
rised by the (Governor oC Ihjs 
Province, who as the servant of 
the Crown cannot be considered 
as vested with the exercise of 
such high prerogative — or at fur- 
thest, it is necessary to show that 
by his commission hg is vested 
with this authority. >• 

It would certainly be considered 
rather extraordinary that this, or 
any othe( prerogative of tho 


Crown, necessary to ho extended 
to every part of its donjinions, and 
tftme moic than in this province, 
sliould require either the personal 
presence of the sovereign, or his 
c\|)rc.<.'< mandate in every cose of 
the exercise of Iii.s right. This 
woultl n'lidtr it nearly impractica- 
hle. and certainly most burthen- 
some to the feiihjpct when* seeking 
to derive a henctit tlierefrom. But 
the prerogatives of the Crown do 
not rest on this limited principle, 
they are eqnafly tii vigor in all its 
pos.sc.csions, and may at ail times 
cxercisird when necessary for 
the genf ral welfare. 'JHie princi- 
ple aslairidnwn by eminent crown 
lawyets and e«plained by Ghitty; 

( Chilty Oil /*reroff. 32, 3. 1 Chaim, 
Pp, 282, 3,) is, that the King's 
Prerogative in the Colonies, unless 
where it is abridged by grants, && 
made to the inhabitants, is that 
power over thq subjects consider- 
ed either separately or collective- 
ly, which by the cornmout law of 
England, abstracted from acts of 
Parliament, and grants of liberties, 
&c. from the Crown to the sub- 
ject, the King could rigtiifully ex- 
ercise in. England { that i.s, that 
-the common' law of England, 
with reppect to the Uoyal Prero- 
galivo, is the common law of the 
Colonies. As, therefore, the pre- 
rogative rights in Canada are tho 
game by law as in England, how 
arc they to be exercised but by his 
majesty's representative in the co- 
lony — governors ^of coloni|s, 
{Ciiiihj on Prerog.p, 34,) nltho||h 
l)iit*tho servants and representa- 
tives of the king, yet are in gene- 
ral invested with royal authority, 
’and excrciscf many kingly func- 
tions. It is true, they cannot d6- 
date* war, nor make treaties, nor 
39 
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do (Daoy other acts of royal autho- 
rityt which involve the intercs^ts 
of the whole realoi) but what re- 
gards the security, the interest, or 
the honour of the province over 
which he presides, every governor 
of a colony, as the king’s repre- 
sentative, must hold and be autho- 
rised to exercise all royal prero- 
gative incident to that situation, as 
a thing requisite for the mainte- 
nance of the public welfare, unless 
it' has been particularly excepted 
and reserved by his commission. 
The governor is answerable to the 
king tor this exercise of the |5Vc- 
jrogative, and for the nght dis- 
charge of his duty ; arid i^ in the 
case before us, the party* be ag- 
grieved, the question must be set- 
tled according to the principles of 
international law, between the 
' sovereign of that country to which 
the prisoner belongs, and the 
king’s majesty, but not by bis 
courts of justice. 

4. It has also been objected 
that DO demand appears to have 
been made by the American Go- 
vernment^ or by any of the Arnet i-. 
can States, for the surrender of 
the prisoner. • But it is not for the 
court to inquire into this. The 
nature of the demand, and the suf- 
ficiency of it, must be best known 
to the executive to which it is 
made, and which atone is compe- 
^nt to determine, hew far the 
roy^ prerogative ought to be ex- 
. ercised. What we have to deter- 
lAe is, whether there was legal 
gptlmd for the arrest and surren- 
der. of the prisoner, and we held 
there was. By the warrant of his 
excellency the governor in chie( 
to the sheriff, the latter is autho- 
rised to convey and deliver up ^e 
prisoner to su^ person or persons 


as according to the laws of tho 
said stlite of Vermont, may be 
lawfully authorised to receive him, 
that is, the executive unthority of 
that stSte, and \vc must presume, 
it wa|/ the same autliority which 
deinjuided him. This Is not, 
however, a question for our consi- 
deration. 

But the prisoner comes before 
us in a very different character 
from that of a subject to whom 
protection is due, as of right, ho 
is an alien, to whom protection is 
not due, if the king sees iit to with- 
hold it. Tho observation of 
Judge Tilghmun may well be ap- 
applied to him — That he cannot 
force himself into the king's terri- 
tm'ieSj and say, you shall protect 
me,'* It is held, (Chiity on Pre- 
rog- p. 49 , 1 , Bl, Cm, 259 , 260 .) 
that alien iViends may lawfully 
come into the country without any 
license or protection from the 
crown, though it seems that the 
crown, even at common law, , and 
by the law of nations, possesses a 
right to order them out of the 
countiy, or prevent them frOln 
coming into it, whenever his ma- 
jesty thinks lit— and the reason 
given is [Ch. Cmil, law, 1 vol. 
131 , and 143, JVb/e [a]) that it is 
inseparable from the governing 
power in any country, that it should 
'be.^ble.to take precautions against 
foreigners residing in such coun- 
try, ' and particularly in a country 
whore foreigners are only amena- 
ble to the ordinary laws. The 
prisoner came into this province 
under suspicious circumstances, 
charged wiith a felony — as an alien 
his conduct did not merit protec- 
tion, unless he had come with a 
fairer character— and he ought not 
to be surprised, nor complain that. 
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hja maJesty^s government should restraint Under which he is held, 
direct him to bo taken back to but that he must be reinittod to 
that country from which ho camo. the custody of the proper officer 
Upon the several grounds allcg- for the execution of the warrant 
cd therefore, the Court hive no issu(;d against him in the name of 
hesitation in saying, that tl* pri- his majesty, 
soner cannot be liberated from the 


CONSPIRACY AGAINST 

At the Ontario Sessions, held 
in tins town last week, came on 
before the Hon. Nath. W. How- 
ell, first judge, and Judges Price, 
Atwater, Brooks and Loomis, 
the trial of Hayward, Howard, 
Seymour, Roberts and Ganson, 
and the following jurors wore 
sworn : Ira Case, of Phelps : 
Georgo Brundage, Hopewell ; Al- 
len Brown, Bristol; Isaac T. 
Holmes, Manchester; John Ni- 
cholson, Phelps ; Josiah MolFctt, 
do. ; John Woodhull, do. ; Ado- 
nijah Skinner, jr. Hopewell ; 
Gideon Hurd, Gorham ; Jeremiah 
Like, Manchester ; Anson How- 
ell, Victor; Nathan K. Pound, 
iTarnfington. 

The indictment contained four 
counts, viz. First count , for a 
conspiracy to tako William Mor- 
gan from the jail of Ontario coun- 
ty, to kidnap and remove him to 
foreign parts without the jurisdic- 
tion 'of this state, and to secrete 
and confino him there, and that 
they actually carried the conspira- 
cy into efibet. Second count, 
same as first, only charging the 
conspiracy to remove him to parfs 
unknown. • Third count — for kid- 
napping and forcibly canrrying Wm. 
Morgan from the jail of ^Ontario 
county, to foreign parts, to wit, to 
Canada. Fourth cdunt foif as- 


WILLIAM MORGAN. 

sault and battery and false impris- 
onment. , 

Counsel for the People : 
J\Tcssrs. Whiting, (district attor- 
ncy) Wilson, DicksoQ, Talbot 
and Benjamin.' For defendants^ 
Messrs. Marvin, Sibley, Penfield, 
Adamil, HuhbTc and Barnard. 

Mr. Whiting then addressed the 
jury in substance ns follows 
Nearly an entire year has passed 
away, since the abduction of Wil- 
liam Morgan, and yet we have no 
knowledge of his fate. If it was 
proper to bring the perpetrators of 
that crime before courts *of jus- 
tice, to answer for the breach of 
the laws, and to receive punish- 
ment for that great an([ unparal- 
leled violation of the liberty of the 
citizen ; it is now more proper 
than ever— for time has confirmed 
our tears, and led the community 
fully justified in the belief that 
their worst apprehensions for 
ilorgan’s fate, have been well 
founded. It is therefore just and 
proper that these prosecutions 
should be persisted in, till the* 
laws are vindicated, and the guilty 
brought to ptinishment. There is 
one advantage, however, which we 
can and do derive from lapse of 
time, in rclatjpn to our enquiries. 
The excitement which follows the 
comiyission of great offences, has 
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in some decree subsided ; and 
though our views of the enormity 
of the transaction are the same, 
yi*l now, wbcn \>asa\on is silenced, 
we can deiibcrale \i\«m \\i\s swb- 
j(5Ct^with calm and solxir judj;- 
ment ; and in whatever we may 
do, we proccipd witji that dispas- 
sionate reflection. wiiich .should al- 
ways mark the conduct of rnnn de- 
liberating, upon great and serious 
objects, and the right decision of 
which, concernsfthe host interests 
of puhlic lihurty, and the private 
security of the citizen. « * 

The crime with the corr^mission 
of which the defendants .stand 
charged, is that they conspired to- 
gether to secure . and falsely ^im- 
prison William 1^1 organ, that in 
pursuance of such conspiracy 
they seized him by force, and 
carried him against his will, and 
without any legal warrant or justi- 
fiable Cause, to parts and places 
without, the territory and jurisdic- 
tion of the state of New-York, 
and in one count to parts and pla- 
ces unknown. They are also 
charged with having assaulted 
him, seized hiiUj falsely imprison- 
ed, secreted' and detained him, 
from the dfty his caption to the 
timd'Of finding the indictment.-** 
The^ charges chnstilute the of- 
fences committed by the defendj^ 
ants and . others, against the laws 
of jlbis state, in the forcible and 
violi^i abduction and detention of 
'thl$ man — m the law existed at 
th^^ifpe of committing the offoncc. 

< order to prove a conspinicy, 
it tiecessnry to establish the 
faictimt a conspiracy was actually 
foiled, and a precise agreementf 
OQtered into : tho conspiracy and 
confederacy among men to effect 
an unlawful purpose, is derived 


and inferred from tlic'ir arts nnd 
conduct — and licnee it it ho o^tab- 
lishcd that two (tr nion are 
committing act- wliic h tend to 
the polpvlYaUou of u cvuoo, or to 
the \i/ury of an the Uw 

iiife^ that they act in p»«rsnance 
of an agreement previously form- 
ed ; and there is good reason tor 
this ndo : for if the pro.sccutor 
were held to prove a positive 
agreement among conspirators, 
justice would in almost every in- 
stance fail. Men do not call wit- 
nesses to tlicir criminal intents 
and conduct — ofTcnces arc design- 
ed and generally rornrtiitted in se- 
cret, and in such manner as to 
elude observation and detection. 

' ^I'he rule, therefore, in this case, 
is one of necessity and of salutary 
«dr<*cl ; and by it, your view of the 
oflenee charged on the delcnd- 
ants will he governed. 

The facts which gave rise to 
the conspiracy w hich, 1 am autho- 
rised to .say, existed among the 
defendants nnd others, are, brief- 
ly — That this William Morgg/i 
was compiling a book professing 
to reveal ihesecret.s of masonry — 
which'book was printing at Rata- 
via, by David C. Miller. The 
■means of suppressing or prevent- 
ing. the publication of that hook, 
wa^ a subjj'Ct of deliberation 
aition^ masons in various parts of 
the country — and we expect to be 
able to show that it was determin- 
ed that the only effectual mode of 
preventing that publication, was 
the removal of tho man; or, hav- 
ing the power over hifn, to pre- 
vent hi^ agency in the work. If 
they should have obtained posses- 
sion pf the papers then prepared 
by him, he could have written 
others — so that without the power 
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of preventing ’nis nu llity to n-rite, 
projj ct W'liild h;ivrb«;( n use- 
less. In 'j nf ll-is plan, 

and govin-ju’d Uy viii'v-t. wu 
pay that l\\f;se diVendvvwU {^,To<’ur- 
ed a wiwvdul.Vi'r Mtngan a 
magistrate in tliia rouniy, wl^il to 
Hatavii'i am! bronglst liiin hero ; on 
bis examination lie was discharg- 
ed. IFowastiicn coniniitfed to 
jail, on an oxeciilion lor a d.'l)t duo 
one of the conspirators, and iui 
the next evening (l:ith ScptcmbiT 
last) was ilecoyt'fl fiom ilie jail, 
and by force sci//*d l)y several 
men, put in a carriage, driven to 
Rochester,* and from tin nee to 
Fort Niagara, at wliicli place all 
intelligence ceases ; and every 
inquiry as to iiis siibscqueut f.iio, 
has proved fruitless tind unsatis- 
fanlory. Now I am not bound to 
prove all these Dirts, as to his re- 
moval to Fort ISiagara ; if lean 
sliow him in their hands, by ft<r.'o, 
and that they removed him.-ecrelly, 
it isr cnougli. 'J'he man is tlx'n in 
their custody, and tlic laws, the 
wn'ej^eignty of tliis stale may de- 
mand him at their hands. If they 
had light thus to arrest a citizen, 
and tints to transport him, let them 
show it. nut if tin'y do not, w'e 
have a riglit to infer that their acts 
were lawless, and to charge them 
with the destruction of the liberty 
of this unhapjiy man — aniTjf his 
blood be shed, tliat also is upon 
them. With this brief statement 
of the law and the facts, 1 invite 
your close attention to the testi- 
mony which 1 will now proceed to 
introduce, ’and refer ypu to lliat 
for a particular knowledge of the 
case. 

Mr. Whiting ihcgi introrliiced 
witnesses to sustain the indict- 
ment. 


/)//■»•»'/ C. Jlf///."}’, «woin. Says 
that lie re*-::! ‘s at ll.iiaiia; knew 
Wdliani iM irgan: lie resided at 
I’Utaviain S'-iit 'iid'er la,">t, and for 
smne Vovgau 

\^ad been eng.v: f ,r .ine time 
jtp'vious in willing a hook on Free 
Masonry. Witness, published a 
newspaper at Ihiiavia ; ifolico of 
t!i(‘ !}<)ok was not puhli died in the 
paper till after jM organ was carii- 
etl away ; hut it was reported sc- 
veiid weeks IcTflre that Morgan 
wji'. so < iigagi'd. This excited a 
d.eal of inlerest. Morgan 
was tah« n from Ihitavki on the 
llth of ^if;ptoiul)cr in a carriage 
with syntral ^lersons. Witness 
Knew only one, Mr. ITayward, 
who was ail officer. Morgan’s 
family then were, and still are in 
I’atavia. .'hagaii has never re* 
fnrtii d, nor licen Inward of to iho 
knowledge oi‘ witness, except in- 
passing from llatuviii'to Canan- 
daigua. On the 1 Itli of .vptetn- 
hor, J\!onday unirning, witness 
rose late, sun an hour diid a half 
liigh ; when witness heard that 
aMosgan was arrested On a war- 
rant, and was at Danold’s inn. 
Witness went in pursuit of coun- 
sel, and therefore did not see 
Morgan till he was in the carriage. 
Witness name up and sppkc to 
Morgan, and asked him to get 
out, iiecausc witness was bail for 
him for the jail limits. Mr. Hay- 
ward stepped up and said, “ Mor-^ 
gan must and shtdl go.” When 
witness first spoke to Morgan, he 
paid* no attention to the remark, 
and witness was surprised to see 
the change in his ajipearance — 
lus'GouniGiiaffce a.sstimed an ashy 
piilcncss, his cyo wa.s glassy and 
set. * Witness then spoke to him 
with vehemence, at which Mor- 
gan started, and was in the act of. 
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rising, when some one sitting bj 
his side, put his hand on his thigh, 
and said in alow voice, ** sit still.” 
Witness does not know whether 
there was one or two persons on 
the same seat. Immediately, Mr* 
Danold, the innkeeper, seized wit- 
ness by the jshouldcr and turned 
him round, and shut the carriage 
door with violence. The officer, 
Hayward, ordWed the driver to 
“ go on,” and the horses started 
off full speed. <One of the party 
was led behind ; cannot state how 
many persons wero in the car- 
riage, butvshould say four, or five. 
Thinks one of the party sat on 
the box with the driver, and that 
the person led behind was the one 
who said to the driver ** go on.” 
Cross examined. Has heretoforo 
been examined as a witness as to 
this matter, at Batavia, and gavo 
a very full and minute history of 
the transactions, commencing 
with what he has testified here. 
Don’t remember that he said at 
that examination any thing as to 
Morgan’s looks, when he saw him 
in the carriage. Did not know 
Hayward at the time, but has sinco 
seen him and recognizes him. 
Does not remember that any one 
said to him, if you have any au- 
thority to keep Morgan, show it,” 
no such thing was said. 

Docl. Samuel Butler, sworn. 
Last September, he resided in the 
town of Stafford, and Major Gan- 
son also. Ganson kept a public 
hoijwe there ; witness was at Gan- 
Boii’slthe Sunday evening previous 
to., the abduction of Morgan. 
When witness went in, there welPo 
none there but noigliltours. .Start-> 
ed to go home, when he saw a 
coach driving up, and somn one 
called him back; wasintroduced 


by Ganson to a stranger said to be 
from Canandaigua — don’t remem- 
ber the name, but thinks it was 
Smnjerj or Seymour. The stran- 
ger took witness by the arm and 
walkc/ out a few rods towards the 
ston^'biiilding, and said, zee or the 
officerf has a warrant for Morgan. 
Witness asked, ** what do you 
expect to effect, by taking Mor- 
gan Don’t remember that any 
reply was made, and they walked 
into the dining room : several 
persons were there — A Mr. Edy, 
Ella G. Smith, a man by the naino 
of Pratt, and tlic party said to be 
from Canandaigua. Did not know 
any of the party, and cannot now 
identify any of them. In the 
room, saw the strangers, and ask- 
ed them the same question, “What 
do you expect to effect by taking 
Morgan azmyV* told them that 
he thought it was bad policy. 
Some one of them replied, “ %ve, 
or./, have started for that purpose, 
and shall go Had not boen 
informed that a party were to come 
from Canandaigua that evening 
for any purpose — was told by some 
of the party that the warrant was 
foTtheJl. Witness was going to 
Batavia, and was asked by somo 
of the party, to inform Mr. Follctt 
and Major Scaver, that they were 
coming. Witness went to Bata- 
via and'saw Follct, and informed 
him that they were coming for the 
purpose of taking Morgan. Fol- 
lett replied, “I wish you would 
go back and tell them not to come, 
for our village has been troubled 
enough.” Witness returned, and 
met about ‘two miles east of the 
village a carriage, which he sup- 
posed to be the same party : Ma- 
jor Ganson was with them : wit- 
ness told thorn what Follett had 
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said. The si rangers got out ; ono 
said, I have started ibr Batavia, 
and 1 shall co. "J'he coach turned 
back, and the strangers went on 
on foot. Ganscii returned wiili 
the carriage, and several .olliers 
With him. There was a'- little 
waggon in the company, whiAi al- 
so turned about ; it was then 8 or 
0 o’clock in the evening. Wit- 
ness had two or tlnce weeks be- 
fore been informed that Morgan 
was engaged in publishing a book 
on the subject of JMasonry. There 
were more than six strangers in 
the carriage. It was common 
talk that Alorgnii w as publishing 
the book. Previously he talked 
with Ganson, but don’t renunnber 
any thing he said in particular. 
Ganson told him, either that there 
was to be, or that there had been, 
a meeting at his house of dele- 
gates from Rochester, Batavia, 
Loe.kport, and Cananduigiin, and 
witness understood that the .w;?- 
pra/mion of Morgan’s hook was the 
object. Don’t rcincinher that he 
was at Ganson’s the morning after 
tiic meeting : don’t rcmeinberthat 
he was introduced to a member of 
the meeting. On the evening of 
tlic day on which iMorgan was car- 
ried away from Batavia, witness 
saw (Janson at Peek’s tavern in 
Statford. Kelsey Stone, Mr. Edy, 
Mr. Towner, and several-others, 
with Major Ganson were “there. 
The object of the meeting was to 
get the papers from Morgan. 
Witness was in a hurry, and was 
requested to stay until he under- 
stood the arrangement. Ganson, 
witness supposed, entered into the 
arrangement. Ganson yfaa asked 
whether it was best to go to Ba- 
tavia, and should thmk he \ras in 
favour of iK N othing was said of 


carrying Morgan away at that 
ipceting . — Cross c,rnmined, Gan- 
son’s house was a stopping place 
fur the stages at almost all hours 
of the day and night ; was inform- 
ed that the charge against Morgan 
WHS fur tiled ; did not underistand 
that any other object was in view 
but the taking Morgan on the 
warrant. The public meeting was 
for the purpose, as he understood, 
of consulting about the measures 
to be taken rclaj/vo to the book. 
Major Ganson commenced packr 
«iiig his goods on Sunday evening, 
aifti ho was engaged on Monday, 
Tuesday, and W ednesday in pack- 
ing and hioving his goods. — liy 
the DUtricl JTttonn*//, again. The 
carriage had ptobably been at the 
house throe or four minutes when 
witness was called back, witness 
was about ton rods from the house*. 
Cross exauiined , — Heard some of 
the company say they wanted 
supper, but did not hear Ganson’s 
answer. * 

Francis IlopIdnSy sweyn. Lived 
in Batavia in September last, and 
on Monday morning, 1 \th of Sep- 
tember, drove a stage from Bata- 
via, Mr. Chesebro, Harris Sey- 
mour, Holloway Hayward, and 
others, went in it. Hayward was 
the officer. Wm. Morgan was 
also in the carriage. Don’t know 
any other names; has seen ono 
of the persons here, but don’t see 
him now. Chesebro was on the 
seat with witness, and wished him> 
to drive fast till ho got out of the 
coupty, which witness did. Ghese- 
bro wished him to drive fast, be- 
(>iuse lio expected some persons 
,would follow to rescue Morgan. 
Before witness got out of the vil- 
lage,^he made a halt for Seymour, 
who was left behind, to come up. 



AN.VUAL REGISTEil, l»2G-£7. 


312] 


AYitncss wa^i up.w\\\ian to ro on, 
feared he was doin^ soiiK'thieji 
wrong; w?m told at Batavia, l»y 
some one. that Morgan was t>n the 
limits at Batavia, and he did not 
know but he should I'o hurt for 
takiqg him away, Tliey promi- 
sed to get Ganson to indemnify 
him, and wKen they got to Staf- 
ford, Ganson passed his word. — 
Cross-examined. Wiicn they ar- 
rive4 at Ganson’s, some one of 
the party spokp to Ganson, and 
said he had told him, (witness,) 
that he (Ganson,), would save inm 
harmless for driving, and ho asked 
Jiim ifhe would. Ganson said he 
would indemnify him,' and tedd 
him to drive on. Xi the time ti»ey 
urged witness to drive on ho told 
them that a driver liad got into dif- 
ficulty for driving a person from the 
limits ; and just before they start- 
ed, ope Davids t(dd witness that 
they were going to smuggle away 
Morgan; and witness therefore 
was afraid to go without indemni- 
ty. Tlwy stopped at Lc Koy 
and took refreshments; Morgan 
got out o( the carriage, and wit- 
ness drank. At Gallson^s, Chese- 
bro and one other person gut 
put; saw no private intercourse 
between Ganson and any one of 
the party. Witness did not go in 
till afier he had watered his hor- 
ses. There was nothing particu- 
lar in tho'conduct or conversation 
of ';ihe party, except tliat Mr. 

' Chesebro rose up several times to 
Sppjf any ehe was coming. Said 
if flipy did come for Morgan, jhey 
sto^. uot take him alive, andfre- 
wished him to drive fast; 

R. T/wmpsoji, sworn, 
Hiia no knowledge of having seen 
ady one of the defcndanttriiow on 
trial id Batavia, on the 10th or 
11th of September last. 


Israel R. rintf, sworn. Was 
at Lc Vtoy. ainl maw there on Sun- 
day ovenin*:, 10th »»f Septeniher, 
a po 9 tc(tMrii with (!hesel>ro, 
Hayward, llfiward, and he thinks 
Voorhies and Kobe its. At thc 
tiiruy the carriage passed, he 
llioRght he knew tins whole of 
tlicm. Can’t say that ho saw 
Harris Seymour. Witness was 
in the house at the time, about 
two rods from the street. 

William H. Thompson^ — Wish- 
es to correct his answer; says 
that he did sec Cheschro at Ba- 
tavia the rnorning Morgan was 
brought away. Clu‘scl>|;o asked for 
Morgan ; witness askt'd what he 
wanted; Chesebro said he had a 
warrant for him (Morgan ;) wit- 
ness told him lil organ was on the 
liinitsv and if they took him away 
it would be at their peril* 

J^athnn Fulletf sworn. Saw 
Chesebro and Seymour at Batavia 
on the morning of the 1 Ith of Sep- 
telnhor last, saw Doct. Butler on 
the evening of the. lOlh of Septem- 
ber. Witness was at Danold’s on 
the morning, when the party left 
for Cannndaigna. Mad some con- 
versation with (MHisehror in the 
morning, relative to the object of 
their visit. 

Jejfrefi Cliipmnn, sworn. Says 
that on tile 1 Ith of September last, 
M’orgcTi vvas brought before wit- 
nessi’vi'ho was a magistrate; went 
inlpanexfiniinaiion : Hayward waa 
th.ejreplso, Isaac Kvcr.ston, James 
Lakey, Loton Lawson, E. C. 
Kingsley, Timothy L. Bogue, N. 
G. Chesebro ; these, he knows 
wore there througli part or the 
whole (if the examination ; thinks 
he knows others were there also ; 
lias ‘the impre.ssion that he saw 
Scyitiour at the doois and Rob- 
erts in the room. Tliie examina- 
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lion T^Rullcd in Ihe discViarge of 
Morgan; and Chosebro, as as- 
signee of Aaron Ackley, asked for 
a warrant against Morgan, fora 
small debt. (Jlicsebio rnatle a bill 
of about t\w dollars; Morgan 
said that be did not intend go 
away and leave any bills unpaid 
and be supposed that was paid. — 
Judgment was entered, and exe- 
cution is.iued without oath. Mor- 
gan took otr his frock coat and of- 
fered ii to the constable, and said 
he should be able to rialeorn it the 
next day. Tlii^ Ivxecution was in 
the hands of Hayward, who de- 
clined taking th(3 coat, but for wiiat 
reason, witness does not recollect ; 
supposed it was because May- 
ward was unwilling to take away 
the last coat Morgan bad. )iay- 
wurd asked Morgan to walk out 
the door with him, wbicli was the 
lust witnc.ss saw of him. Thought 
the coat was rather old, though he 
saw no holes. Amount of Execu- 
tion,’ damage, &c. was ^*2 69. 

On Sunday morning tlin (0th of 
St^ptc-sibcr, Chesebro called be- 
tween 9 and 10 o’clock, at wit- 
ness’ house, and told him he 
wanted witness to go to his office 
to issue a warrant, Chesebro 
carnc soon ; witness asked whom 
the complaint was again.<t? and 
Chesebro answered Air. If^ngs- 
Icy will be here soon. Kingsley 
came in and stated the facts, that 
Morgan borrowed a sliirt and cra- 
vat of him,, and his oath was satis- 
factory to witness, who issued tlio 
warrant an([ gave it to Chesebro. 
In the course of the business, wit- 
ness asked where Morgait was? 
Chesebro said he was within six 
miles to the we.st. No* other per- 
son had ever spoken to witiies.s 
aboutissuing* the warrant. Had 


heard Dr. Ijakey speak of Mor- 
gan as a bad man ; not worthy to 
bo trusted, and that he went away 
without paying the bill at Ackley’s 
and Kingsley’s. Cross-evaniined* 
None of the defendants in ibis 
cause appeared at the examination 
of Morgan ; the comhdtment was 
endorsed on a copy of the exami- 
nation, by witness, at the time. 

Ebenezer C. Kingsley^ sworn* 
Knows a roan called William Mor- 
gan, who was at his house in May, 
JH26. Doctor Lakey asked wit- . 

to go into Chipmaii’s office, 
after which a warrant was issOed 
against Morgan. Witness objecteef 
to the nnannef of recovering his 
property. Several persons were 
iu the office, who advised withess 
to get out the warrant, among 
Wjiom were, Hayward, J^akey* 
( Ijoscbro, and he thinks Roberts. 
Laivcy had before told witness 
that Morgan was a man not to be 
relied on. Chesebro told tvitness 
that Morgan was not a, mason ; 
that it was best to send for him. 
J4ukey spoke much and frequently, 
against Morgan. W'hcn Morgan 
first came to stay with witness, he 
was very well received by Lakey, 
Chesohfo, and Howard, and con- 
siderable attention was paid him. 
W'itness would not have taken .the 
courjio he did, were it not for the 
printed, and verbal representations 
he had seen and heard. Cross- 
examined, ..When witness went 
into Chlpman’s office, a paper was 
presented to him in. the form of an 
oath, which witness objected to, 
bemuse the amount was small, 
and ho did not think the offienie'e 
amounted to %aUng. Witneitis 
had a cohversation with Lak^y 
and effipman, in relation to Mor- 
gan, on or boforo Sunday morning. 
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the 10th of SeptemheT, which he 
spoke of in his direct examinh* 
tion — don’t know which introdu- 
ced it. Witness has said that the 
brother masons of Morgan ought 
to pay for bis property ; had pub- 
licly stated in his bar room, before 
the 10th of September, Hhni Mor- 
gan had stolen his articles. Doc- 
tor Lakey tdweys appeared to be 
indignant at Morgan’s conduct in 
that matter, and seemed to think 
witnehs ought not patiently to suf- 
fer it. Cross-examined, Lake;|r 
told hfm that he would rather <pay 
for the property himself than have 
*^0 perpoQ who belonged to the 
same fraternity htfdid so disgra- 
ced. Witness did not request 
Ghesebro to get a warrant. 

Jlaron Jekley, sworn. Says 
*be never saw Morgan but once ; 
Ghesebro was never assignee of a 
debt of bis against Morgan; 
Morgan never owed witness any 
thing witness never gave Chese- 
brp any authority to prosecute in 
his name. Witness was informed 
^ by his family that such a man as 
* Morgan'' ha^ been at his house 
< four days.— Cross-eoramtned. Wit- 
ness made ' an assigpment to 
Ghesebroi Wilder, Seals and 
Palmer, on the first of March, 
1^6, for one month, and they put, 
one Ingraham into the house.—* 
The assignees continued, how-. 
Over, to exercise' their power until 
. the 19th of August. There was 
t,, clause in the assignment, by 
'^unh, if witness chose, it ^could 
^ Cjimtinued , longer than one 
hmih. Therif^ waa list of 
liwes and accounts left by Ghese- 
wiUi Gbipman^ be collected. 
Witness nover saw 
name on the books— nnderstdod 
that Ihgraham had made a list 


of accounts and given it to W il- 
der. 

David Danolds, sworn. Kept a 
ublic house in Batavia in Septem- 
er last ; there was a psrty at his 
house about that time said to be 
froijlL Canandaigua. Knew no one 
but Seymour — now recognizes 
Hayward — it was the same time 
that Morgan was taken from Ba- 
tavia— witness guesses it was on 
Sunday evening they were there — 
Morgan went away with them the 
next morning. Cross-examined. 
Morgan came to witness’ house 
with one of the party, sun about 
half an hour high. Morgan took 
breakfast with the rest of the party 
and the boarders ; his bill was paid 
by one of the party from Canan- 
daigua ; saw Morgan get into the 
carriage; saw nothing in taking 
Morgan away different from taking 
away any criminal, and don’t know 
as he should have known that he 
. was a prisoner if they bad not told 
him. Breakfasted that morning as 
usual at 7 o’clock. 

Israel R. Hall — was JeMer in 
Sept. 1826, when Morgan was 
committed ; but was not at home. 

•Mrs. Mary W. Hall, sworn. 
Is the wife of the Jailer ; Morgan 
was in jail, and on Tuesday the 
nth or 12th of Sept, between 9 
and iP in the evening, he was re- 
leased. When he was released, 
Lawson took Morgan by tho arm, 
and while she was locking the 
d^r, witness heard the cry of mur- 
der, went to the door, and Lawson 
and another man, with Morgan be- 
tween them, were agoing to the 
east, Morgan trying to cry mur- 
der. Lawson was most instru- 
mental in procuring the release 
of Morgan, l^awscm, Ghesebro, 
Sawyer, and a man'witness sup- 
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posed to btf She\don, (caUed Fos- 
ter) were there in the course of 
the evening. After Morgan was 
out of the door, witness heard a 
rap on thp well-curh, which seem- 
ed to be th» signal for the car- 
riage, as a carriage soon appeared, 
drove by the Jail, and returned 
back again. Witness refused at 
first to discharge Morgan ; Law- 
son told her that Mr. Hall would 
not be injured, but she refused to 
let him go until Chesebro came. 
Cross-examined* ‘Did not see 
any of the defendants there ; saw 
the person who struck the well- 
curb, and*thinks it was Sawyer. 

Mrs, Martha Davis^ sworn. 
Saw two men standing about 9 
o’clock near Hull’s shop^they 
came towards witness, she went 
in — one man passed and she came 
to the door--^the other man came 
along, and it was Chesebro — wit- 
ness, concluded she was not afraid 
of him, and said ** good evening, 
Mr. Chesebro.” They both set 
down, afterwards Chesebro got 
Mp end went towards the Jail— 
He and Sawyer walked towards 
Atwater’s shop— witness soon 
saw several men, heard a whistle 
and heard the bars of the prison 
door open, and soon after they 
came out ; some one cried mur- 
der, and the voice seem^ tp be 
suppressed ; they went east from 
the jail, witness saw a person op- 
posite near Pleasant-street, whom 
she .thought from bis dress to be 
Chance^ Coe. This was before 
the carn^'came, and before the 
prison door was opeged. Cross- 
sxamined. The man ehe suppos- 
ed to be Coe, she knew by his 
clothes-T-he had light pantaloons 
and a light coat. 

Samud Vreenleaff sworn. Says 


that Chesebro paid him for a 
cbach which was said to have 
gone to Batavia — Bill dated 10th 
Sept. 1826. 

Willis Turner, (black boy) 
sworn. Says he vill be 21 years 
old in August.. Witness came out 
of Mr. Atwater’s gats fur a pail of 
water, and saw Chesebro and Saw- 
yer — as they went on Sawyer 
picked up a stick — witness went 
on towards the well by the jail, and 
they followed, till coming to the 
well turned towards the jail ; soon 
•sagv three men comedqwn the jail 
steps, and one cried murder. 
Sawyer came to the well and gavc^ 
two raps, ai^ then went on to- 
wards* them, and Chesebro put 
something into the mouth of Mor- 
gan. Morgan held back and lean- 
ed down, so that his hat fell olj*, 
and Sawyer picked it up — pretty 
soon the carriage came down, drove 
by Hiram Hubbard, and ,went 
where they were. Morgan was 
put in — they did not maKc much 
fuss in putting him irv— the car- 
riage turned before they got in. 
There were four persons besides' 
Morgan. Cross-examined, Wit- 
ness heard the cry of murder, 
then saw them come down the 
steps-— when witness came out of 
the gate, Chesebro and Sawyer 
were coming pp; witness went 
down and they up; they turned 
hack and came past him just as he 
got bis water drawn — the hand- 
kerchief was put in Morgan’s 
mouth just as. they were going 
dojyn the pitch towards the tavern. 
Witness was near the well when 
Sawyer struck .the curb— when the 
wo men with Morgan were going 
towards the^ound, Chesebro and 
Sawyer were with them — Sawyer 
did not overtake them immediate- * 
iy, as he stopped th pick up the 
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hat All the men got into the car- 
riage— none were left, and witneta 
saw none in the street; witness 
thinks Mr. Osborn picked up the 
hat and handed it to Sawyer and 
asked him what was the matter — 
Sawyer replied, nothing, only a 
man is discharged from jail. 

Asa Nowkuj sworn. Resides at 
Avon, On Sunday, 10th or llth 
of September last, a party stoi)ped 
nt Avon. Harris Seymour was 
the only one be f:new ; was intro- 
duced to the others, who were Mr. 
Chesebro, Mr. H. Hayward, 
Henry Howard, a Mr. Uoberis, 
jgnd a man by the name of Scofield. 
Voorhies was not hin the stage. 
Got on the box with the 'driver 
nnd rode as far as Ilosmer’s. Mr. 
Butterfield joined them at Caledo- 
nia, Mr. Smith at Le Roy, and 
Alajor Ganson at Slaflbrd. Wit- 
ness went witliin two miles of Ba- 
tavia, when the party from Ca- 
nandaigua all got out, and the car- 
riage returned. Witness never 
knew why the carriage returned 
until he heard Uoct. Butler testify. 
T^he Canandaigua party went on 
a foot* Understood they were af- 
ter William Morgan, with a war- 
rant for stealing some wearing Ap- 
parel. Witness returned because 
he had no object in going any fur- 
ther. . Did not know any person 
they found at Gansou’s— saw the 
man who appears to' be Poet. But- 
^ler;i^beard ho reason given for the 
^arii^age returning, but from what 
he;;h€ar^ of thi^ doings at Batavia, 
he iBopcldded to return. Saw a 
flum6$’ of persons at Ganson’s, 
fr6^^|t) to 20, inbludiu^jthe party 
froj^.^Canandaigua. Major Gaik 
noipeturited on the bux. Withes^ 
•did uot see him, but had no doubt 
that he box-^dKi not 

luiAW that they met any one in go- 


ing to Batavia, but supposed that 
they did, because the carriage was 
turned about. Witness did not de- 
signedly avoid hearing the conver- 
sation, nor caution Mr. ^utterheld 
not to hear it — ther€i,was probably 
something said about Morgan’s 
book, but don’t remember what it 
was. The principal conversation 
between Avon and Caledonia was 
as to the legality of proceeding on 
the warrant without its being en- 
dorsed by a justice in that counly. 
Did not hear any thing said when 
the carriage turned round, only 
that the carriage, would retui‘n. 
I’he carriage returned -..s far as Le 
Roy— saw the party next day at 
Avon, and Morgan was with them. 
Cross-examined. Did not know 
that any of the party were masons 
when he. joined them, nor does he 
think that any of them knew he 
was a mason. There was no ob- 
jection at all made to his riding — 
at Ganson’s did not discover that 
the conversation was private— he 
might have heard it — did not hear 
or see any thing on the way which 
led him to suspect that the 'partjf 
had any other object in view than 
to take Morgan on the warrant. 
Witness had also heard that Mor- 
gan was on the limits, and there- 
fore thought there might be trou- 
ble ; does not recollect of hearing 
any cWversation between Ganson 
and the Canandaigua party, ex- 
cept tlie conversation at the sup- 
per table, about the provision, 
&c. The doors of the room were 
opcm at Ganson’s, and there was 
no effort that he saw tp keep se- 
cret. . , 

. George Ketchmy sworn. Says 
that he knew Morgan three or four 
years ago in Rochester. Witness 
was in Canandaigua last Septem- 
ber, and while here, Morgan was 
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6'«i\d to have been carried away. 
While in Canandaigua, witness 
saw Chrsfbro and Coo, noitlier of^ 
them known to witness at the time, 
saw also Lvertson and Seymour. 
Had a cimvei^sation with Kvortson 
and Coe, but not with Seymour. 
Chosebro told him he heliVved 
Morgan was taken out of jail the 
night before, by a ni.m calling 
himself an offirer from IVnnsylva- 
nia ; witness in([idred of no other 
person for infor\nntion. Lvertson 
and Seymour wort; .present when 
Chesebro made tiie above remark, 
does not know that ( J^sehro w'as 
so near tlnil they heard the rcunark. 
The conversation was held in the 
front room of a store below the 
square, had no other conversation 
with eillier of them. Cros& cia- 
mined. Saw Coe after, he had 
seen the others, and asked him for 
Morgan, because he understooa 
that Morgan came in his stage. 

Mra* Lucind'i Morgivi^ sworn. 
Is, the wife of William Morgan ; 
was in Canandaigua in Si^pteinber 
last; came with Ceorge Ketebum, 
*and T)n her return saw Major Can- 
sun at Le lloy : asked him if he 
thought she should ever seen Mor- 
gan again ? lie replied, “ If you 
don’t see him in a y<!nr, you must 
not be surprised, and if you don’t 
sec him at all again, you shall be , 
handsomely siipporu^, iivl your 
children educated.” Causon said 
he was glad to see her, for he was 
going to Batqyia to make arrange- 
ments for her support. This con- 
versation was had in the stage. 
Ganson got in tile sta^e at Le 
Roy. Witness has ngt heard from 
her husband since he was taken 
from Batavia ; has heard that he 
was taken to Canandaigua-vgreat 
exertions have been made to obtain 
infurma'tidh of bim. Has a iUiiiily 


of two cbildron. Cross-examined, 
Cianson saw witness on her way to • 
Canandaigua, and knew her busi- 
ness — when witness returned, Gan- 
.son probably saw that she was 
much affected before she asked the 
question about her husband. Gan- 
son got into the stage at the stage 
house, as she sup])osed. . She got 
out at Le Roy. Ganson came and 
$li(H)k hand^ with her, and said as 
before stated, he was glad to see 
her. Several persons were in the 
stage at>the time Ganson made the 

• above remarks to her — all stran- 

gers to her — one or t\^o of them 
were ladies — one or more sat be- 
hind her-^the conversation was in 
Gansftn’s cdfiininn tone of voice. 
Don’t remember what Ganson said 
when he first came to the stage, 
but he helped her child out of the 
st.'ige ; (lanson held no conversh- 
tion with her in the house; has 
never been talked to a great deal 
about her testimony. Witness 
was examined at Batuvi3 on the 
trial of Major Ganson^ and was 
inquired of relative to this same 
conversation of Gaivson’s, and 
thinks she gave the safne account 
of it. Witness made an affidavit, 
which was published, but does not 
recollect whether this conversation 
of Ganson’s was inserted in the 
affidavit or not. Several persons, 
certainly two, spoke to her at Ba- 
tavia' about her support, but Gan- 
son did not speak to her on the 
subject at Batavia. * • , 

James SiUttjf sworn. Says ho 
had a conversation with Harris 
Seymour, one of the defendaidSj 
shortly after the abduction ‘ of 
Morgan ; Seymour said, we went 

* out to Balftvia fur Morgan, and 
brought him in; and went on to 
statb. the manner of proceeding,* 
and what was done : * said that 
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when they got Morgan into the 
carriage at Batavia, there was 
some people who tried to prevent 
thejr coming away, and got hold 
of the carriage, but that one man 
in the carriage jammed their hands 
off, and they started immediately. 
Seymour was not in but got left, 
and had to\un on foot ; told how 
Morgan was brought, into Canan- 
daigua, 'examined, ,and acquitted 
before Chipman;' that then one 
^man accused hfm of owing him 
two dollars, and he was commit- 
ted-^also told him, that a cerlaid 
man went to the jail, and pretend- 
ed to be very friendly tp Morgan, 
and offered topay tkp debt, invited 
him to go home with him that 
night, and offered him money. — 
That there was some difficulty on 
the part of Mrs. Hall and Morgan 
both, but finally the man succeed- 
ed in getting him out, and took 
him by the arm and led him along 
till be met another man, whom he 
introduced to Morgan, by a false 
name, and as a friend. That they 
took Morgan out into the street, 
where they met some other men 
(whom he named) when Morgan 
resisted, and something was said 
about his being bound or blind- 
folded ; but what he cannot say., 
Morgan was put into the carriage ^ 
and carried out somewhere near' 
Mahford’s landing, and was then 
(nit Into another carnage and 
^ canidd to' fort Niagara ; there he 
*was confioeld iathe powder house, 
ai^ that was the ' last they had 
h^i^ of hiin. Witness hid a 
in Canandai^, re- 
to the disposicioh* of Mole 
gM, ift order to prewnt the publi- 
cation of his book ; bad often 
heard that thebook was to be ]mb- 
luibedf and (bat measures must be 


taken to stop it. None of the de- 
fendants in this cause ever said 
any thing to him on this subject. 
A person came and wanted wit- 
ness to introduce him ^ an indi- 
vidual in the village.^ [The coun- 
sel /or the prosecution called on 
the*' witness to disclose the names 
of the two persons, and the court 
on argument, decided that the 
question might be put.] The man 
from Batavia, was C. C. Church, 
silversmith, and the man in Ca- 
nandaigua to whom he was injro- 
duced, was N. G. Chesebro. — 
Church told Chesebro^ that Mor- 
gan waa going on with the publi- 
cation of the book, and would 
publish, uhless means were taken 
to suppress it. Chesebro said 
that the bOok must be stopped, 
and Morgan mast be taken care 
of. Church did not assent or dis- 
sent ; be appeared only to wish to 
communicate it to Chesebro and 
bbar what he liad to say on the 
subject. Witness never heard 
Chesebro say any thing about it at 
any other time. Never heard 
Chesebro say any thing of Mor- 
gan’s being taken away, till seve- 
ral days after ho was earned away. 
Hearcf Hayward say he went to 
Batavia as an officer, and was 
bound by his oath of office to bring 
Morgut to Canandaigua ; never 
heard* him in any manner admit 
that he was assenting to the carry- 
ing away of Morgan- Has heard 
Henry Howard say he went and 
returned in the carriage, but no 
more. Seymodr did npt say that 
he was telling, witness what had 
been heard from others, but mere- 
ly went on with the story, saying 
they 'did so and so. Cfos^txami- 
fud. Church ie a silveraipith at Ba- 
tavia; witness a silversmith at 
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Canandaigua. Church bought sweaty, but were then dry. There 
nothing of witness at the time, was a man sitting on the driver’s » 
witness knows of no business he box. Witness went into his corn- 
had here, unless the communica- field, and when he returned (he 
tion col^^ruing Morgan. Thinks carriage was under Planford’s 
it was about a week after Morgan shed ; in about three quarters of 
was carried away, when it became an hour or an hour after, saw the 
a matter of public coftversatioh. — same carriage come back from the 
Witness did not tell to any one, ' Ridge Roadi the curtains rolled 
what Seymour had communicated up, and 4 or 5 persons in it ; the 
to him ; thinks the first public re- nearest public house on the ridge 
port was that Morgan was carried road is 2 lr2 miles ; don’t think 
to Fort Niagara, and afterwards the carriage could have gone on 
that he was taken only'lo Genc- so far as that ; did not know any 
see River. Witness had heard ' ot^llic men in the carriage. Cross-' 
that Morgan was curried away, examimd. Witness did not see 
and asked* Seymour how it was, the carriage go under the she'd, 
and lie then told him the story, driven was qpt on the* box under 
Witness did not understand that the shed. Witness next saw the 
Seymour had any thing to do with carriage coming oil' the ridge road, 
taking Morgan away. Seymour then about 15 rods up the ridge 
said he was called on and request- road, from the intersection of the 
ed to go to Batavia, to see some- river road ; witness lived opposite 
thing about the book, but knew this intersection, 
nothing of what was to be done. Joshua Christo'phtr^ sworn. 
When they got there, they took Lived at Rochester last, Sepiem- 
Morgaii. Seymour related the her ; knows of Hiram Hubbard — 
Batavia transaction, by saying saw him in Rochestei* about the 
• “ wq,” and the transaction at the middle of September with hrs car- 
jail by saying they” did so. Wit- riage, a little ’befor^ breakfast ; 
ness had heard that Morgan was this was the next morning after 
carried from the jail before he in- Morgan was said to have been 
quired of Seymour ; but' he had carried off. Asked Hubbard 
not heard where he was taken, where he had been ? Ho replied 
and for the purpose of learning he had been somewhere, but wit- 
this, he made the inquirj^ * ncss doos not recollect where ; 

llarnj Olmsled, s^rnT, Lived Hubbard had a ' pair of grey 
in the town of Greece, in ' the horses ; Hubbard said he had been 
county of Monroe.^About the driving all night. ' Witness has 
middle of , September last, one since joked Hubbard, but he has 
mofning very early, between day- always said he did not know the 
light and aunrise, saw a carriage pdi-sons in the chrriag^ ^ 
with grey horses stajiding in the Ezra Plattf s\^orn. Lived . in 
road a little south of jianford’s /Rochester last September, and 
brick tavern. . As witness passed*; kept a livesy stable ; not far from 
by the carriage, the.curtaii]|9 were the middle of September last hired 
buckled down, Ihe horses appear- a carriage to some persons to go* 
ed a goo^ deal tired, and had been west ; cannot say to whom. Pre- 
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vious to the installation at Lewis- came, and went away about the 
• ton, in the morning before he got same time the carriage did but 
u\», witness was awoke and in.- whether the men came or went 
quired of by u person out of ^the away in it, witness does not^now. 
house if he had horses and car- There .was no supper c^ft'ied out 
riages to let ; answered he had. of the house' to any person to his 
fitness asked, either wh6 wanted knowledge. Should sajr the party 
it or where it. was going, and was cami into the, house before tiie 
answered'it was goin^ to Lewiston carriage drove into theibarn. Je- 
to the installation df/g chapter, remia^ Brown was at his house 
Was directed to send the carriage' while the carriage .was tfiere, but 
to Eiisworth’s; got; a witness does not know that he 

driver, and ordered a carriage to went or came in the carriage ; car- 
be taken to Gnsworth’s. Cannot riage stopped about four rods from 
reraember-tlie name of the driver, <• the door of the house, between the 
does* Qot ^live with hini now. Iiousn and barn. Crosa examined. 
Thinks his name was Parker or The installation at LewLton was a 
I%rkh'ur"i5t ; don’t know inhere the matter of public notoriety, and 
driver is now. Thinlts he sbnt a there were many* people passing 
yellow carriage, no person ever and stopping at witness’s house, 
'|wid for the carriage. Witness which made hiift very busy, 
suppissed when the carriage was . David ^jMnxweUf sworn. Was 
ciflled for, that it was going to car- gate keeper last fall on the ri^ge 
ry the officers of the dedegation road, in Niagara county ; in the 
who were going to instal the chap- evening of the 18th of Sept, about 
ter at Lewiston. Has never been 10 o’clock, (or the evening before 
. hbliB to learn who was in the car- the installation at Lewiston,) a 
riage. By comparing dates, he carriage passed the gate. Witness 
has been able to ascertain that tht^ was sitting up alone — thought he 
waspn one#! of the days jn which heard a buzz on the hill 8 efr 10 
Morgan wafsaid to have been car- rods from the bouse; soon thought 
ried away, he heard a carriage pass ; opened 

Solomon C. Wright f sworn, the door and met Jeremiah Brown; 
LiMi last fall on tlw ridge road in withesi^ said, How do you do, 
Niagara county^ ; town of New Capt, Brown"?” Brown made r.o 
. Faney and kept a publio. house^ .answer, but handed him the toll, 
does not'recollect A hack The fac#i vf J*is not answering, and 
stbp^iiing at his'jli^use about the' of witness’s seeing him there at 
mlddie^ of September, redfembers 'thaii time of night, witness thought 
thatf^etal'i teks stopped there, singular, and it made .hiiu ask, 
and What is the matter Brown 
thab;M|di^ve answered, *^nothii^/? next 

arri^^ji ifto'^tternob aiid lefl ntprning about sunrise, a^cafria^e 
ligbi-^don’t; k|ww camb back, and Capt: Brown in 
wb«l!^’^.;curtai^^ wer^.up .(;>f Vit; . Witn^s was that day drawing 
dowii^ Son’^know that ahy. body ^tprie for his house, ai^ did not 
caroe^ib tbecarrmge. Several ^ see j^ny other carriage pass. Froin 
werp at mpper'a^ his house; ctnha the best of his belief, it was CapU 
about the Samd time the carria^ Brown at tlie door. ^ 
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Eli Bruce, sworn. Lives at 
Lockport; is the sheriff of Niaga- 
ra county •, knows Jerenuahi^ 
Drown. (Here the pubWc proa^ 
cutur ^ked witness if he j^ew 
that was in the engage 

that passSl th^ gate at Maxwells. 
The question beiiig obje^ed to, 
the court said he; vM not ansvier. 
Pubjij Prpsl^tot asked witness if 
he wi^^ Wright’s tavern on. the 
eveni the ISth of Septediber 
last? .^hness objected, but the 
cooH^id Iw must answer; he re- 
plied^ was there;* saw ^Qohe of 
the (feiendants there; ^W Bur- 
rage Smith in the afternobn) was 
not allowedito say where.) Wit-, 
ness was Lewiston ^ the idtb 
of SenCepfbef .last, but^ w^^ not at 
any piaci^ below LeWiatdn on the 
14th, 15ih, l.^|6r iT^li ijf Sep. 
teniber,;y|yitl{nes8 
ing^ then^tlpjO, wer^ 
on the ISch of-^tinnbeir hiBt ?” 
Question, “ Bid you hear any 
conversation on the ;! 3th or 14tn 
of September about Wm;' Mor-, 


was standing without liorses ; wit- 
ness started and drove to yotmgs- 
loaan, and stopped at Co\..|jLii^’i, 
who did . not keep a public 
CqI» King , got.; into the' carria^) 
and they drove down near the bu- 
ryiiig:grut||niEt, . about half a piile 
frohi fqsf]!^^jifii’a. There by 
ait:i^6iit^|y^%itness asked if he 
8hbiildQW)^^c.1heni ? He 'waa 
told no go back about 

his busibe^i^ V Wftbea^; did hot' 
know any . Chihli .hieb Jwhq irere 
in the hacl^ ikeept 
Col. Kirig. Think8^:J|i;U^^ 
«ame day that the 
siaHed 

None of ihef w®re bonhlE;;^' 

his knj)WteiEf|^$>-lteard nwrailri^) 
gling, *and %W no resistance. 
Some 0nW asked for water at ^ol. 
King’s, ‘but whether it was gbror 
hot he does not know. 

Ebenezer Perry, swor^. Lived 
at Levristbn in September last. 
Eai^y hi: the. morning of the 14th 
of ^j^ember, witness beard;' U . 
voice at Barton’s stable. Doon.g^ 


gan ?’’ the court decided to be ir^ ter he weiit to the doo(, a coach 
Relevant; also the question, *<0id epbe froip the east, and was the 
you khow Wm. Morgan'?” ' saime whibh. had bepj^/^arnesaing 
Corydon Fox, sWorn. Lived, at at jihcf^.bhrii,: as he suj^osed.;/ .ndth' 
Lewiston imSeptember lost, dtovq the carriage, were.the. driver and' 
a carriage in the eveni^'^. ^ Mr. . BrUcer Br^ce. got off the 
14th Sept. JlSih r] froAf=^tfi|^^ box Uhdvweoibtf^he^^m illeh.£ 
ton^o near Fort Niagara. iiig^ without end 'Witt^fia 

at 10, 11, or 12 o’clock.; he bp^«i|^ihe doq 

evening; was asleep 
Mr. Barton told witness togefe 
riageoA^lhprseS; went;.^th 

near ' ; drHrefi!C/! 90 a.c%; ■ 

■ing there' ;''eeveifai;(ijett^ gipt;r:fji^«:;r--B.rf^:y^ 

or three) were standiag^^r, ^ 

thinks one pf^soUjrol^^It^of;]^^^^^ cS^Jaitej^ jbined:.tte pt^ 
hack iiijO;'fthtv'‘v-'-^Ah'^-'.'^^ 

other p^MjKt got ift;vtlie ha^. sa#aidlj^jd$fi<e suppi^^ 
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state of intoxication. The . jug 
conlifined his supposiuon. At 
the time he did not knoV Brub^ 
but aAerwards saw the man who 
was with Fox, and was tuld it was 
Alft ‘ Bruce, tlie sherilT of. -..their 
county. The mati Who was help- 
ed out appeared to have a hand- 
kerchief tied'round his head. 

Silas Walkerj'ijwurti,- Last 
September lived at Hanford’s land- 
ing, and on the. morning of the 
13th of Septembeir ' saw a hack 
with .^ey horseS coming from the 
ridge . road, about sun half an hour 
high, either 4 or persons weiv in 
|l. Knew only one' person, and 
Shat was Burrage,3initlK 

Timothy Attend- 

ed the trial of Sheldon last Janua-' 
O?.? (prosecution oirered to prove 
. the testimony of Whitney <jft that 
irial, admitting that he was at Ca- 
nandaigab' aiding in the taking 
away Morgan.' The court deci- 
ded that it was improner.l ' 


Lewiston and at Fort Niagara on 
the 14th of September ; after the 
Ipsiallaiion, two steam boats were 
lasl»d tuuetlior, and a large party 
went down to the fort. 

Ibanitl WtavtTf swf^h. Last 
January circuit had some conver- 
sation with Harris Seymour, rela- 
tive to Morgan,, at Gvernghim’s 
store ; a man called to see his ac- 
count, and Seymour shelved it to 
him, and asked him if he was a 
juryman; answered no. Seymour 
said, 1 won’t hav^ a Bloomfield 
man or a Quaker on .my' itfry.” 
Something was said about Morgan 
and the trials ; witness remarked 
that it was a bad afluil’. Seymour 
replied, I would go bafe foot 
and bare legged through^the snow 
and throughj^op/for^y to, New-Or- 
leons to'^do the same thing again.” 

Here the testimony for the pro- 
secution closed* The defence was 
then opened by Mr. Adams, as 
follows: 


. Sftmuel M. Chubbuck, sworn. 
Resided In Lewiston last Septem- 
ber ; did' not to his knowledge see 
Wm. Moraan in Lewiston in Sep- 
teml^r Imt. Does not know a 
man called Wm. Morgan. . Was 
.at Fort Niagara in last SBptember ; 
did not examine the fort br any 
part of it to BAd a man of that 
bame) has nd -knowledge of any 
. such man being, in Niagara county 
In September ;last. ^ v , '"i 

BencA; sb^d^ 

^ iast-' Seft^^ ' was 

‘ llJeite M vthe iiwalfatioh ; not 
.tthpir and neyeir saw Wrti. Mor- 
iii^lj-.was'bt Fort^N the 

’ ! the I, 4th of ^ptember ; 

.a^gHiA^iB^ny v^Vdojfrt fn t^e 
itbciti bOMbi ; did ni^ go;.0n 4hy 
bujfinCi^ r^lkting to Morp 
PorAltifrst IVkirnuy, ew^m. 
Liyas at Niagara Falls, was at 


. Mr. Adams said, that the illness 
of one or the loading counsel for 
the defendants, had cast upon him 
the duty of opening the defence ; 
and as he bad not cxpectc'd to bo 
called upon to address any re- 
-marks to them in the course of 
the^trial, he must beg leave to be- 
speak their indulgence, if in dis- 
charging this duty, be slioultl bo 
somewhat desullory. He paid 
if lih^jSryi- or tile rcspnctiible and 
aoxioua nmlionce, expected Jla-a 
any part of tiie defence consisted 
' in denying that the oUtinces ehar- 
gbd iti the indicinMAi had been 
, oornmitted by some pendns, they 
would be disappoihteB ; and if 
any d^p expected that the defend- 
ant’s counsel were about to deny 
tha^ many of the free masons, and 
ibe defendants among them, had 
wished to suppress Che publicatioa 
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of Morgan’s book, he iras to be 
disappointed : whether such wisk 
was criminal, was immaterial to 
the legitimate purposes of this ih- 
vestigut^n. The counsel were 
free to admit t])at a nefarious con- 
spiracy had been formed to kidnap 
Morgan; and that ho had bfcn 
violently carried away, under cir- 
curhstancea which had called 
forth the virtuous indignation of 
the country ; and the counsel for 
the defendants, and the defend- 
ants themselves, hoped that tins 
indignation would he directed 
against the objects, until all 
tiio ofiendeit should be brought to 
punishment. They only denied 
that the defendants. had participa- 
ted in the guilt of tliese transac- 
tions. If thie were an otditiury 
prosecution, carried oh under 
common circumstances, the de- 
fendants’ counsel would only feel 
called upon to repose tlio case of 
their clients on the insufTicicncy 
of the proof on the part of the peo- 
ple : for although much had been 
firoved^ which he had been pleased 
to see ha<l commanded the 
earnest atleniion of the Jury, very 
littlo had been done to sustain the 
charges set forth in the indictmeht 
against the dcfciudants. Ho said 
it u^s natural, that in listening', as 
they had, to the whole history of 
the outrages coiiim'ifi!f6tr*upon 
Morgan, they should lose sight'br 
the real subject of inquiry before 
them, namely, the chargee con- 
tained in this indictment against 
these defendants. The real issue 
to be triediVas, are the defendants 
guilty of what is here atleg^? To 
this he begged leave now to call 
tbeir attention. He did not intend 
to say much at this siege of the 
proceeding *«f the testimony which 


had been given ; but the jury 
WQuld remember that the only 
acts proved against the defend- 
ants, consisted in what they had 
done in relation to bringing Mor- 
.gan from Batavia to this place on 
criminal process. For tliis trails^ 
action they had some of them been 
tried and acquitted-— and besides, 
unless this was done, as a 
part of a concerted plan to carry 
him away from the jail, it did not 
involve them the guilt here 
charged. Something had been 
shown uf the declarations of Mr. 
Seymour^ respecting lijs knowl- 
edge of the foul means by which 
Morgan hlld. been removed,' and of 
the fate of tfle unfortunate man : 
but on understniKlingthc imposing 
Btuiemciit of the witness, Mr. 
James Sibley, it appeared that 
Mr. Seymour was only relating 
what he had learned from ^ others 
after the dark deed had been 
done— except in so far as related 
to bringing M oigan- from Batavia. 

A knowledge acquired •after tho 
commission of these crimes, did 
by no means imply gujt in Mr. 
Seymour : he might have been sta- 
ting what was rumour, and what 
many persons might have related, 
and oven if he had derived that 
knowledge from sonto suspected 
and guilty person, by the uso of that 
.key which unlocks the bosom of u 
brother, it did jiot implicate him 
in transactions of which he l^id no 
knowledge at the time. ' He foight ■ 
have availed himself of the rela- 
tion tin ^Vliich he st6nd to such 
person, and have drawn from him 
tj|fi» appalling relation, for the pur- 
pose -of graUfying the same cu- 
riosity which prompted Mr. Sib- 
ley, ig'his inquiries, and he might « 
have had in view the further and 
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liiglier purpose of rebuke and ad- 
monUioD* Mr. A. said he was io- 
stropted to say, that the defend- 
ants would show to the entire sa- 
tisfaction of the jury* thit Morgan 
was brought from. with no 

other, motive than to have him 
punished for a petit larceny, of 
which the defendants had good 
reason to believe him guilty. It 
was well understood that Morgan 
was about to publish a book, which 
would bring dishonour on the so- 
eiety of free masons : The de- 
fen&nts were members of that so<^ 
ciety, and with many others doubt- 
cless wished to have A^organ con- 
victed, if he wa‘8ggilty, tlint his 
infamy as a man, and his treachery 
as a mason, might make their way 
together in the community. He 
<iBid he could not explain hovo 
Morgan’s publication could dis- 
honour free-masonry, for he knew 
nothing of the secrets of the craft, 
he hadViot read the book, and ho 
cared nothing for cither. 

The defendants would further 
show, th^ the plan of bringing 
Morgaivftom Batavia, was or^n- 
ated, and the process procured 
for his arrest, by other persons, 
without their knowledge'; that a 
coach was hired ai^d they invited 
to ride before they knew the object 
of the journey— -that with the ex- 
ception, of Mr Hayward, the con- 
stable, they had nothing to do 
Wfthdltis arrest, detention, convey- 
ance or subsec|uent examination 
anddwoHarge before the justice. 
Thdi bii,*tiri subsequent arrdstfor 
commitment te ;)ail pn 
the 'Execution, wds by tbe eeldpiio- 
eurementof Chesem, wbeh th^ 
were at their homes and without 
the least' knowledge of what was 
doing. * That his abduction was 


still an after thought suggested by 
persons with whom the defendants 
had no communication, and ex- 
ecuted while thoy were quietly 
pursuing their ordinary aj^cation^i, 
and enjoying at pladea remote 
from the scene of violence, the 
soifiety of their families and friends. 
The defendants will further 
show such explanations of the evi- 
dence on the suhjiBct of the Bata- 
via expedition, as will remove 
whatever suspicions may have at- 
tached from that quarter ; and on 
the whole he felt assured that he 
should hear from the eminent and 
faithful counsel for the^irosecution, 
expressions of gratification at the 
verdict of acquittal which they 
should return, ' 

Mr. Adams said he ought not 
to sit down, witl\out adverting 
again to the great excitement 
which these outrages bad pro- 
duced, and which had pervoded 
4be community. The indignant 
feeling that had burst forth 'and 
spread with such rapidity, was 
honourable to the country, anu 
while directed against its proper 
objects, ho wished not to see it 
subside ; but the honest and righ- 
teous zeal to vindicate|tho majesty 
of the laws and to punish^ the 
guilty, might be perverted to the 
uowqr^h^ purposes of a political 
or personal nature, and when so 
perverted it would become danger- 
ous. The jury had seen here 
and elsewhere, sufficient to ad- 
lAonish'them that they ought to 
see to it, that their understandings 
were not qprrendered to, nor even 
tfifluonced by, this feeling. It 
Xvas now well ascertsined, that 
onei innocent man had already 
been convicted. and had suffered 
imprisonment for thiirofTeucG. A 
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number of the respectable free- 
holders, who had been returned 
on this pannel, had candidly de- 
clared here in court that they had 
for mhi^n opinion that the freema- 
sons oftbi^ vicinity as a body were 
concerned in these outrages. In 
such a state of feeling, whoa^there 
was so much eagerness to convict 
somebody, there was great danger, 
that, to be suspected would be to 
be convicted. ..The most sanguine 
hopes of counsel would be realiz-. 
ed, if the innocent person who 
had fallen tinder suspicion should 
escape unjust conviction and 
unishnfbnt : ' But on thi^ subject 
e saidi the counsel and the defen- 
dants themselves looked with 
confidence to the court for its ad- 
vice to the jury, trusting that 
such advice* would be received 
with the great respect to which it 
would be entitled. 

Mr$, Sarah, Griswold^ sworn. 
Resides in the family of Widow 
Seymour, the mother of Harris 
Seymour. The evening before 
Mfs. Phelps died, Harris Sey- 
mour came to the house be- 
tween sun-down and dark, and 
remained there with other compa- 
ny until near ten, when the party 
^'alked down street, (the witness 
in company with H. Seymour,) 
and on the way up stopped at MA. 
Phelps^ with whoiTmet watched 
that night, and the party returned 
up the street. 

Charka Seymour, Bwom,; Was 
one of the same party spoken of 
W Mrs. Griswold. After Mrs. 
Griswo*id leA thein they all walked^ 
up as far as. Mrs. Granger’s, cros^ 
cd over and came to. the hopsd. 
It must have been an.hour or 
nearly pfler Mrs. Griswold \e(i 
them ihtK they dispersed, and Har- 
ris was there until they luoke up. 


Oliver Phtlpa, sworn. Mrs. 

• Phelps died on the morning of the 
13th of September, 1S26. 

Thomas sworn.. . Is a' 

clerk of Henry Howard, and on 
the-12tb of September last was in 
(he post office about an hoUr, from 
S to d. l^itnoss l(;rt Henry How- 
ard in the Store, when ho went, and 
found himlhare on his return ; the 
last charge that day on the book 
but one, is* in Mr. Howard’s hand 
writing. Theda&t was entered on 
closing the store. Howai^ was 
jiot absent on the 12th— bn the 
1 1th be was absent till about sun- 
down ;. witness did not know (hat 
Howard w^s to be absent, or that 
he was absent,' till about noon on 
Sunday. When Howard returned 
the stage stopped at his door, and 
he got out. Howard attended 1^, 
bis store afier he returned on the * 
evening of the llllu 

Austin Wilder, sworn. On the 
evening ofthe l2tb of, September 
last, he purchased at Howard’s 
store two gaibns of«wine for Ira 
Wilder. There was but one per- 
son in the store, bu&rhether Mr. 
Howard or bis .clerk, hoes not re- 
member. 

Israel R. Hall, called again. 
On the evening of the 12th of Sep- 
tember last; was at Mark H. Sib- 
ley’s office, from S till 10, went 
home and found Morgan gone 
from the jail.. 

Mark ff. Sibley, Esq, sworn. 
On the evening of the 'l2lh’or 
September was-'in. his office,' and 
Mr. Hall and spihe olhec gehtlc- 
i^en^vere ihere-^went into How- 
ard*8 store to light a lamp ; How- 
*'ard and^is clerk were there ; 
can’t say at what time they Icfilhe 
office, thihks about ten. • 

Joseph McMillan, sworn — 
Worked with RcJicrts at Chese- 
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bro*s last September; on the 12 th 
of September, Roberts went to bed 
about eight o’clock, complaining 
of bdng unwell; witness found 
him in bed between 8 , And 9 , when 
he retired. Roberts came home 
on the 11 th, about suh^down, and 
remained at boipe, took particular 
notice, because on th^ lSth, Hub- 
bell, the butcher, tofd Roberts that 
Morgan . was carried away. Ro- 
berts did ik>t say muCb, but lauglt- 
ed-i^it was treated as ajoke. 

Micah .Brooks, sworn. Is a 
Major General. Thtf review of 
the brigade Jin Bristol took place^ 
on Tuesday, the 12 tb of Septem- 
ber.' . 

Wm, Bhmm, swoAi. Saw 
Halloway Hayward at the Bristol 
review, who remained there till 
near sundown. Saw him next day 
*at fne Bloomfield review. 

Johnson Ooodwdl, sv/oro* Was at 
Batavia when Morgan was brought 
aWay. Came to Danold’s tavern 
after Morgan had got into the car- 
riage, and Jii^t as Miller came up. 
Miller asked Morgan where he 
was going; i^id he was his bail 
for the lim^. Morgan said ho 
was arrested on a warrant fur 
stealing, and that he must and 
would’go and satisfy l^e people of 
Canandaigua, that he Was not guil- 
ty. Miller was agitated, and ap- 
peared to feel a.« if lie was going 
to be injured his going away. 
Morgati . was id’ the ' opposite side 
of .the ?Wiwri 3 g 04 . and two other 
persons on the same seat; had a 
full vi(^ of hU.face, ond did not 
discoVi^ any' thing remarkaWe ifi 
his ajipmadcei* Btiiler saidFtbey 
should not ^te him away; »dd;. 
asked by what' authority Wuik 
him. One said dvey had a yjar- 
rant, and should take him. CroH- 


examined. Witness had no inti- 
• matron that Morgan was going 
away, till he came to the tavern 
that morping. The subject of the 
piiblicatidn of Morgan’s buojf^ was 
one of common talk in Batavia ; 
but witness has no recollection of 
ever having heard the subject of 
suppressing the book spoken of by 
any person. 

John N. Dwight, sworn. Liv- 
ed near James Gatison in Septem- 
ber lust, and saw him at witness’s 
store in Le Roy, on the evenings 
of the 1 ith and 1 2 ih of Septem- 
ber. Gnnson was about moving 
to Le Roy, c 

Timothy Hosmer, sworn. Lived 
at Avon last Sef)temher, and kept 
the hotel. On Monday, tlie nth 
of September, the party with Mor- 
gan stopped at his house fur some 
refreshment, thinks Morgan was 
oirt?red apnie. 

J^ry Chipmnn, called again. 
Does not recollect that Lima war 
mentioned when the warrant was 
taken out ; no affidavit was pre- 
f>ared at all. The wunant was 
nearly prepared before Chesebro 
came. Kingsley then told his 
story, swore to it, and the blanks 
of the warrant were filled up; 
Mr.., Chesebro suggested that it 
might, be necessary to have tht* 
npme of himself or some oilier 
person in serj jgd. as a constable 
tniglif nprbC procured. 

IraJFilder,^\Vi)rn. Received 
of Aanm Ackley an assignment of 
^1 bis right in the tayerh. Thinks 
there were one, or two accounts ; 
iliey were incwtly notes 5 these 
were Handed qver on the 19 th of 
August to «Ciiesdbro, one of the 
lsslgheei; .a list of the accounts 
was handed him, but 'there was 
hone against Morgan. has 
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sinc« seen the paper, and an ac. 
count of two dollars against Mor- 
gan had been added. 

Nicholas G. ChescbrOf sworn. 
Sajis that he received of. Esquire 
Clii{^j^n a warrant in Sept, last, 
(the one • produced in court.) 
There had been no conversation 
with any of the defendaftts on 
trial, relative to the taking out of 
the warrant, before it was taken 
out. Witness went with the offi- 
cer to Datavia, and all the defend- 
ants but Ganson. Witness spoke 
to Henry Howard, and. asked him 
to take a ride. Howard objecteif. 
on account of his business — said if 
he coulcT get home that night, or in 
the morning, he might go. Don*t 
know as he said any thing about 
Morgan. Thinks he got a war- 
rant before he spoke to any one. 
Saw Seymour on the side walk, 
and asked him to go to Batavia. 
Seymour hesitated, but said he had 
some business at the bank in' Ro- 
Chester, for the next day, and if he 
Could return that way- lie would 
go. Witness did not mention to 
Seymour at that time, any thing 
about the warrant. \Vltness ask- 
ed Roberts to go, and lie asked 
them all to go,, for the ride only. 
On the way to Ihitavin, no coii- 
versatiiMj wa.s line! of any thing to 
done \vil!i Blorgan, other than 
the briiu-iiig him to Canandaigifa 
joid tryinj; him ; hutfHTuv thonght 
of aisy thing f.irthei hilnself. At 
Batavia, witness and Hayward 
walked out in the morning, and 
the others were leH in the house; 
Morgan was arrested and taken 
to DanAld’s. Witness took break- 
fast at the other hftuse; was not* 
at Morgan^s examination befor/ 
Ghipnian, but came after it Was 
over, and learning that *he was 
discharged, he presented -an ac- 


count of $2,00. This charge 
witness put on the )ist of accounts, 

* because Ingraham told him there 
was siich an account at the bar^ 
After Morgan was committed, 
should think he had- no conversa- 
tion with either of ihe defendants) 
relative to the removal of Mor- 
gan^neither of *the defendants 
had, to the knowledge *of witness, 
any part in taking away Morgan. 
Witness hod no intention of it 
himself. The idea of Morgan’s 
going west ortginated here aAer 
the discharge from the >varrant. 
«Did not antkipate’ any force 
used to take away. Morgan. 
Witne^ did not understand Phat 
Mtu'gan.qpks to leave the jail until 
near night on the 12lh. At Bata- 
via, Miller was at the carriage; and 
thre3tem.‘d to pursue, and witness 
supposed he would, which wasithe ^ 
cause of his directing the driver to 
drive fast. In Srptiunher last, 
Mr. James Sihley called on wit- 
ness and introduced tojiim a man 
by the name of Cluircli, and one 
or the other of them mformed him 
of Morgan’s intended publication 
of the book. Witntis said but lit- 
tle ; prohubiy expressed his wish 
to have the ptiblicaiion suppressed. 
But nothing ivas agreed upon, and 
nothing was said of (iis|jt>sin‘g of 
IM organ’s person^ Cross- exu ra imd. 
Tli nks there* was cf»!kYerK:r.:!)u at 
Chipmarrs, that Morgan was or 
had been at Lima. Nevo.- had 
. any conversation with Kingsley on 
the sidijt’Ct of Morgan, before be 
took out the warrant. Witness’s 
motive for prosecuting the tlu?ft 
was principally . to suppress ’ the 
puhtication. Thinks he’ must 
have, told Henry Howard before 
they started, what passed at Chip- 
mgh’s office. Witness took tie 
•carriage himself, and paid for it 
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$ 10 . The leading subject of Chipman's ofdce, nor beard from 
conversaliou on tbe.vay vrastW b\m Vn any ^ay tbalbe can ie\y 
they weio going' to take Morgaii, on/ Did not think that in any 
an^tHat ke v(^ould be eon^ictedvi event , fliat they would return by 
anti lyitliess supposed this would Rocheii^r from Batavia, noj.did 
derange the publicktioti of itbe ^ey ^Icu|ate to have Morgan go 
boqki They bad no. furtbbjr ob* there. Neither of the detendants 
ject.. ‘They sto'p^ l at l^ on trial was to the.knowicdge of 
Gacnsott’s, whete 1 » j^r^thimi. witnetis, informed, >ot given to 
Witness had no understand by signii|^aDt words, by 

Gansofi. on thO^kl^l'^bf their writing, hy hints of’hy signs, that 
business^ Wheinti^bge stop- Morgan was to be taken from jail 
ped, witness got djh||i)EDediately, at Canandaigua. ' ' 

and ii^qtiaiand di^^ khow Charles. C. . Church, 'sworn* 

reason of tta^i^ppiog^^ party JLives inr Bathvia, and is a silver 

followed b'riTodt^hjl^^g^ smith.* Knew Wrii. Morgan in 

old’e aboht (ialfadilibuf after- dark. Batavia, about a year and a half ; 
Wtien the carriag^ .‘stopped, wit- about July or August th^ubjica* 
nesO heard nd odd 'sayfthey 4 ad tipn * of Morgan’s book'^and the 
not better go bn, or that they had connection between him and Mil- 
started and muld go on. One ler were frbqueht sobjects of con* 
object he had in getting a judg* veraatiobJ ;;V'as in Canandaigua 
mdnt against Morgan was to pun- in August 0 r Siepiember ,; Mr Sib- 
ish him for publishing the ibopk, ley asked vlritness about the* book, 
and t 6 secure the debt«'V and^he. tcld hiih it was going on. 
evening of the 12 th ofSfi|rtem^^ Sibleiy asked him to go and see a 
waa the fn st witness heard of tlib plabe be had bought ot Mr. Chapin, 
plan bf taking Mor^n from jail. On the way Sibley took him into 
Several persons then communica- Chesebro’s shop and introduced 
ted to him the purpose ofrempying. him to C^esebro. Morgan’s hook 
.Morgan, Those pe^nns bad been was mentioned and Chesebro ex- 
infotaiied;by eommonicabtpns from pressed bis regret that the book 
Canaodaigoe, waa'poming out. Witness does not 

thj&t Morgap wall ip^^il for debt, rebbftect that one word was said 
W{th^,aupposed jlm^iUerwou^^ about suppressing the book. D jd 
^tne and pay the . debt and take pot Sibley to introduce him to 

dhejSpbroi^Enew nothing of 
CbeiiehfO 'inore than any other 


petrajqfii^ Witness came out, on 
busih^ at tho ; 

camato tnke 

.ditn^ubject pf' 

vprea^Qn abpiit ..TO bjw. 
^su^biouhe^M to 

•&|iiiup;^jS^note;d^^^ ^ 
il^ t^tiiQon^;d)bsed and 


Morgan away,.and’|o prevent this 
hosehtlber^ 
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uio couml ou VkoUi sides OLgrecd lo 
submit tbc case lo tbe jury with- 
out argument. * 

Judge Howell then charged (iio 
jur^i^ The Judge commenced 
by r^u|rking, that the counsel, 
by declining to sum up the cause, 
had thrown a very unexpected 
burden on his hands, and they 
must not complain if he should fail 
to notice the whole of the testimo- 
ny as. fully as they might desire. 
The crime wjth which the deftmd- 
ants stood charged by the indict- 
ment was one of vely great enor- 
mity. They were charged with 
having fgrmed a wicked conspira- 
cy to seize a citizen, under the 
protection of our laws, and enjoy- 
ing the rights and entitled to the 
privileges of a free manj and with- 
out authority to transport him from 
the jail of Ontario County to fo- 
reign parts, and there to secrete and 
imprison hiiii ; and with having ac- 
tually carried into execution this 
conspiracy. . The counsel for the 
defendants had cautioned the jury 
against the influence of popular 
excitement ; it was true that great 
excitement had prevailed, and tho 
court rejoiced that it was so — tho 
crime was one which ought to call 
forth the indignation of all virtuous 
scitizens, and it was to bo hoped 
that the excitement would hew 
cease until the actoi^jintthis dark 
and probably tragical, affair, are 
brought to light, and the guilty 
punished. At tho same time the 
jury' were bound to divest them- 
selves ofall passion and prejudice, 
an^to know nothiifg of this cause 
but what they derived from the* 
testimony given them b tho bop 
whore they were .sitting. Tho 
judge deflued a conspirolby, and 


commenledovi uie waattc v^V \\u* 
evidence by wbicb it must in mosi 
* cases be established. ' It was n(f^ 
to bo e.xpecied tliat a secret an(U 
. wicked combination should v bo 
proved by producing the original 
compact, but by showing tho acts 
of many individuals, acting in 
concert, all tending to tiie same 
unlawful end. The fii'St question 
to be determined by the jury, un 
dor theflrst .and second coiints. 
would be, had such a conspiration 
as that chargSd in tho indictment 
been proved to have been formed 
l^y any persons whatever ; and if 
so, wdre the defend^ta on trial, 
or either of them, parties to it 
and*second, were the defendants, 
or either of them guilty of kidnap- 
ping and imprisoning Morgan, an 
charged in tho two other counts ! 

As to the first question *tho« 
Judge remarked, that the evidence 
produced on the part of tho pro- 
secution established, most conclu- 
sively, the factor the •conspiracy 
between certain persons ; and jr 
then became the important ques- 
tion, whether either ^ the defend- 
ants were parties it. Tiic 
prosecution did not profess h* 
offer any direct evidence of such 
participation, but would infer ir 
from the acts of the defendants. 

It then becomes important to beat, 
in mind the precise object stated 
to have been designed by tho con- 
spiracy charged in the indictment, 
to wit, the carrying of Mor^n 
from the jail of Oritario county, and 
IIP inquire what acts of the defend- 
ants tended to adcqiTiaplish that 
object. It was net contended that 
any direct agency, had been proved 
against %ny of tho defendants 
either in removing Morgan fioni 
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the jail, or in his subsequent ini- the jury, that if, after careliilly ca- 
prisonment. It had indeed been ainlqing all thc ?c, they should 
I'lilly proved, that he was violently liaye any reasonable doubt of the 
vunoyed from the jail at Canan- guilt of the defendants, they must 
daigoa, and carried by night as far acquit them ; but if from al)/''ihe 
as the Ridge Road beyond Ilan- evidence, they were satisfied that 
ford’s Landing, In Monroe county , the defendants had heed nartics to 


and that he has not been heard of 
by his family or Triends since that 
time. And althougili not so clearly 
proved, yet the evidence left but 
little room to doubt that Morgan 
was carried iq the satne unlawful 
mannpr to Lewist^, and from 
thence down die river to the bury- 
ing ground hear Fort Niagara-^and 
froiii that pei^iod hisi^.fate wall not 
disposed-— whether living or dead, 
no. dine had informed nS. .. ^ut 
werb.etther of the defendants en- 
gagi^ih bis abduction \ . Some of 
them had proved conclusively, and 
•the bthers very satisfactorily, .that 
at the time of Morgan’s abduction, 
they were engaged in other pla- 
ces abput their ordinary, business, 
and it did not appear that they had 
subsequently, engaged in it. Did 
then any of the acts or delibera- 
tions of the ^fendants satisfy the 
jury that th^had entered into the 
conspiracy to remove Morgan 
from the jail? The Judge then 
commented on all facts. and 
decla^tions proved, isind charged. 


the conspiracy charged in the in- 
dictmek, or had participated in 
the unlawful abduction and impri- 
sonment of Morgaft, charged 
against them, then, they must 
fearlessly pronounce their verdict 
of guilty, however distressing the 
9on8equences might be to the de- 
fendants. 

The jury then retired, fnd aOer 
an absence of about half an hour 
returned a verdict of Wfi guilty. 

.The above trial commenced on 
Wednesday morning, and closed 
on Friday evening. There was 
a great latitude of inquiry taken in 
the examination of wi.tnesse.s ; and 
the numorous spectators who at- 
tended in the court room were 
grdtiiied with the disposition mar 
nifested to give this consiuracy a 
thorough inveatigatlou. Impor- 
tant facts werq elicited, relative to 
the treatment and probable fate of 
Morgan, Which will aid in further 
prosecutions, and for the ferreting 
out of which much credit is due to 
the exertions of individual citizenif 
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ThS MARAUKSS of lUSTlVGS, K. (i. 

JVb». 28 On board the ship Revenge, 
Jheo lying in Baia Bay, near* Naples, hav- 
ing nearly completed ilia 72dyear, Fran- 
cis Rawdon llasrings, Marquess of 
stings, Earl of Hawdon, Viscount Loudoun, 
Baron llasrings, Botreux, Moliiiess, Hun* 
gcrfoid, bAI Kawdon, Earl oi Moira, and 
Baron Rawdon of Moira, co. Down, in 
Ireland. 

Having completed his education at'Ox- 
ford, and made a short tour on the conti- 
ngent, i^rd Rawdon ombracet^ the military 
profession, for which he had felt an early 
prepossession and entered the army in 1771 
as Ensign in the 15th foot He obtained a 
Lieutenancy in the 5th in 1773, and em- 
barked lor America. 

In 1778 Lord itawdon was nominated 
Adjutant General to the British army in 
Amnriea, witii the rank of Lieutenant- 
colonel ; he WHS actively employed both 
on the retreat of the British army through 
the .Iirseyi. fom Philadelphia to New 
Voili, ill tiie action at Monmouth which 
followed, and at the siege of Charlestown. 

His Loi'dsliip was next appointed to the 
nouimainl of a distinct corps of the army in 
South Carolina, which province was inva- 
ded by ilk* General, Gates. At the memo- 
rahio bf.ttle ofCi mden, which succeeded 
i! l.'iih of August, 1780, Lord Rawdon 
commanded one wing of the army. • ' 
A severe and dangerous ^ttack of illness 
obliged r.nrd ifawdon to qmi tpe army for 
England, biu the vessel in which be em- 
barked Was captured and carried into 
Brest Lord Rawdon was almost iirme- 
dlately rt-leased, and on hii anival in Eng- 
land was honoured with repeated marks of 
distinction iy bis Spvereign, who appoin- 
ted him one of his /id-de-camps,' and 
created him an English Peer, by the title of 
Baron Rawdon, of Raaflion in'Yorkshire,' 
March it. 1783. He had received the tank 
of Colonel, Nov. 20, 1782. > * 

in that House LordRa](rdon proved him- 
?''U a clear and able oratorTand a imliv'rtw 


man of business. His benevolent per- 
severing exertions on the Debtor and 
Creditor Bill, to relieve the distresses of 
persons imprisontl for small debts, will 
remain a monument of philanthrophy upou 
the parliamentary records; while his man- 
ty deportment throughout every debate, 
loth ia the English and the Irish Paiiia- 
nient, proved his steadiness as a statesman 
not inferior to iiii intrepidity as a solmer. 

Having formed an intimate friendship 
with the Prince of Wales, his Lordship 
took an active part in the Princess favour 
on the memorable discussions respecting 
the Regency ; and on the 26th of Decem- 
ber, 1789^ moved in the House of fiUtds 
the amendment in his Royal Hiehneis's* 
favour. With the late Duke of York his 
intercourse was equally constant, and in 
May, 1789) his Lordship acted as bis se- 
cond in his. duel with Lieut.-col. Lennox- 

Jn October of the same* year, on the 
deatii of his maternal uncle the Earl oi' 
Huntingdon, he came iiit<a possesion of the 
bulk of that nobleman's fortune. His mo- 
ther tlien succeeded to tiie barony of- Ha- 
stings, and the other boAoies in fee po.«- 
sessed by her father, while^he earldom of 
Huntingdon was unclaimed, and remained 
dormant till coufirmcd to the present Earl 
101819. 

Ontlie20tb bf June, 1793, hii Lordship 
succeededf his father as second Earl of 
Moira, and on tlie 12th of'October that 
year he was advanced to the rank of Ma- 
jor-General. 

In the summer of 1794, when the situa- 
tion of the British army and that of the 
lilies ID Flanders was extremely critical, 
and the former was obliged to retreat 
through Brabant to Antwerp, the Earl of 
Moira was dispatched with a reinforce- 
ment of 10,000 men, ao4 succeeded in 
eflipeting a junction with the Duke of York, 
though his Royal Highness was then near- 
ly surrounded by hostile forces much su- 
perior in qpmber. The dispatch which hU 
{.Ardihip had employed in embarking hh 
tijjiaps or hearth;. 
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'ngu from Soiilhampton, and in debarking 
:hcm at Ostcnd, the 3Uth of June, 1794, 
prevented the enemy's ascertaining the r 
actual strength under his command, which 
•'H’as an object of serious importance; and 
ro maintain it, the Earl directed his Quar* 
tei'TnasteT*«eneTa\, to issne oideis that 
quaneis ilmuld be piovi^ at Bruges for 
!!25,000 troops, although ids force did^not 
exceed 10,000. The delusion was admi- 
rably maintained, and the French General 
Pichegni, who was in the vicinity of Bruges 
with a&rcc ihuch greater than the British 
was completely deceived. 

He toon afterwards returpfd to England ; 
and had a command little gMce than nomi- 
nal at Southampton. 

In 1803 the Earl of Mdlia was appointed 
Commandeir-ufchief in Scotland, and pro- 
moted to the rank rtf General, Oct 1. 

On tlie Iftth of Julyi 1804; bis Lordship 
married Flora- Muir Campbell, the present 
Couutess of Loudoun. 

Hif Lordship having acted steadily with 
the Opposition, he was, when , they evime 
into piower in 1806, appointed to the post 
of Maitcr-geneial of the Ordnance, in 
which he 'continued till the Tory pariy^re- 
gained their ascendancy. 

^ In 1812 the Earl of Moira was appointed 
to -the high and distinguished office of Oo- 
vemor*geneial of British India, llie vi- 
gorous prosecution and successful accom- 
plishment of the Nepaul war was his most 
important achievement Its original ob- 
ject was merely the suppression of the Fin- 
darriei, an association whose undisguised 
principle wu ifab plunder of all its neigh- 
bours; but it terminated, as the recent 
Burmese , war has done, in adding greatly 
(0 the territbriardf the Company. 

Un the 7th (n December^ 1816, his Lord- 
sliip was created Viscount Loudoun, Earl 
of Rawdon, and. Marquess of Hastings: 
and on the;6tb of Felmary. following he 
\va8 honoured with, the thanks of Fatlia- 
ment for bis conduct in foe NejMul'war. 

The Marquess's heahh being affected by 
his residence in India, he returned to Eng- 
land, in 1822, and was ludceeded by ^rd 
(now Elarl) AmhersV the Obver- 

nor-gcneru.^. On' the 22d of Match, 18^, 
DC was nominated Governor and Comman- 
der-jn-chipf Malta. 

Some weejfo before lui death his Lord, 
ship Ifod- mi^ with a fall from his horsey . 
whiel^'imiiilii^' vary distressing eflacts ba- 
the h‘eniii;.fitbm.whloh he had longsui^d 
:ind thhiclt. flnkily produced his deatfai A 
letter, froin 'aii offioc^ of the Revenge, 
.states the following ' remaikablc request of 
the illustrious deceased: “The lateMar- 
ijueyc of Hastings, in a letter found amoifts?! • 


his papers after his dealli, leqiieiiicii ute * 
on his decease, bis right hand might be cu:. 
off, dnd preserved until Uie death of the 
Marchioness, when it was to be interred in 
the same coffin with her Ladyship \ In 
pursuance of Im direction the ha^ hav 
been amputaitd.'^ 

•mm* K 

MALTE BRUN. 

X)cc.,l4. At Paris, aged 51, Conrad- 
Malte Brun, the cclebratao geographer, and 
one of the editors of the 'Carnal' des De- 
bate. ' . 

He Was born in 1775, in the peninsula 
of Jutland In the kin^om of Denmark. 
His father's family was one of the first in 
that province ; and possessing the nomina- 
tion to several benefices in the Lutheran 
fr'hurch, he sent his son to the University 
of Copenhagen, to study theology, and take 
his degrees. The latter suffered his taste 
in the belles lettrbsto supersede. theolo- 
gical pursuits; and at Copenhagen he pub- 
lished a volume of poems, and undertook 
the . management of a ^Theatrical KeView. 
At the University, hoWever, hea^uired 
that lofty power of reasoning which hp 
was enabled afterwards to apply with so 
much success on various subjects. His 
father was of the aristocratic parly, which 
called for a war with France; butJie es- 
poused tbe cause of freedom, and wrote in 
favour of the cufranebisement of the serfs, 
and the liberty of the press, opinions not. 
discordant from those of the minister Coiiut 
de Bernstbfi; and, a party having arisen 
which demanded the establishment of a free 
constitution, he became one of its most ac- 
tive members. «In 1796, he published* the 
Catechism of the Aristocrats, a biting satire 
against feudality aiid the coalition of sove- 
reigns. Menaced with a prosecution, he 
took refuge in Sweden : and while there, 
he published a volume of poems which 
acquired for him the encouragement and 
approbation of foe Academy of Stockholm. 

f When Count Bernstoff was on his deatli- 
bed, be.recomqmnded to the Prince Royal 
to reoal Malte^run, and employ him in 
some diplbmal'ie capacity. Accordingly, 

in 1797, be letuned to Defimark, and was 

favonbibly received; bnt, having publicly, 
attacked certain ministerial measures, ho 
wafagaiA under the necessity bf seeking 
sn asj^iim in Sweden .. -Soon after he re- 
moved to Hambuigbi aod it it sa^d tohave 
been abauttbis time that he became either 
**the founder, or bne of foe most active 
r^mbers of k secret society, called the 
Unitfd Scandinavians, the object of which 
was to uqite the three kingdoms of the 
^K'brth into one federative republic. Th -j, 
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wiujeci excileu so uiucu rijann, that Paul 
oi' Russia, and Gustavus of Sweden, 
demanded ffom, the Danish Goverment, 
Hic punishment of its authors In eonsc- 
quenee, a prosecution was commenced a> 
'iainst^Vdllc Bran, who was then in Paris, 
and he was sentenced to hamshment He 
settled in Paris in 1799, devoting himself 
to literary cuijfloyment. In conjuDCtion 
with Mciitelte, he published hctwcen lSlM 
and l«07, “ Political, Physical and Mathe- 
matical Geography,*' in sixteen vciflmcs, 
3vo. On the reputation obtained by this 
work, the proprietors of the Journal dcs 
Debats requested him to join in the editor- 
ship of that paper. He accepted the invi- 
tation ; and excepting fnrone brief interval, 
he devoted himself to tlyrt laborious duty 
to (he very day of hi death. Only oiio 
liuur before he ex{iire.d, he trni;§d a few , 
lines for the .Inurnnl, but had not strength 
to hnish them. 

M. Malte<V)run waa acquainted with all 
tiie languages of Europe; he wrote French 
with the facility of a native ; he had a 
thorough underatauding of the character of 
till the European cabinets: and the correct- 
of his memory, the soundness of his 
judgment, and the order which he introdu- 
ced into d>e mass of his previously acquired 
knowledge, m^de it easy for him to analyse 
(lie most complicated subjects. 

Id IJ107 appeared bis “Picture of Ancient 
■uwl Modern Poland;” and in 1808. he com- 
menced a periodical work which is still 
t'optiniied, under the title of Aunais of 
V'^'iigesand Travels, and of Geography 
und History. It is a faithful and learned 
analysis of.'ill the voyages and travels, and 
■'f ^jl^hc discoveries in modern times. In 
1314 and 1815, he produced another peri- 
odical, called the Spectator, which was 
completed in three volumes. Of his great 
■Aork, his Summary of Universal Geography, 
six volumes have appeared ; and the prinV 
>ng of the seventh and last volume is near- 
ly finished. During the Hundred Days, he 
had the boldness to publish ” Apolt^ fog 
liOuis the XVIIT and in 1825^ appeared 
his Treatise on Ijpgitimacy, in which the 
same sentiments are more fully developed. 

Lastly, as if so many works were not 
sufficient to satisfy the passion for study 
and knowledM which consumed him, M. 
Malte Brun chaiged himself, during the last 
few months preceding his decease, with the 
drawing up of a Dictiopary of Universal 
Geography, in one volume, which is in 
part priotl^. His labour! were ti.o great 
for bis strrngtii ; aud his p^iy Acal energies 
were rapidly giving way. An interval or 
icposu might have restored him, but he ne- 
'.lected the counsels of friendMiip; an^ 


the fatal crisis speeiliiy arri ved For three 
days only he kept his room ; but even then 
he felt an anxiety to render himself use-. 
fal,und only death could snatch the pen 
from his fingers. ^ 

M. Malte Btuu was of very social habits,^ 
awl dvumgthe winter bad a regular wceb- 
ly dinner of the literati of eminence of 
every csountry . Ho was extremely oblig- 
ing, and had ail excellent heart; it was 
onl> when he took the pen in his hand 
tlmt he was really mccVmnf, (or ihcn ho 
neither spared friend nor foe, Which made 
him many enemies. 

fhi the I7th of December, his remains 
wore interred in the Cemetery of the 
Vyt>st. where M. lyrics paid tlie trihiuc of 
bis fsttem and regmt to his colleague, and 
M. dc laRennudiere bade a last adieu ... 

, the man who bad preceded him in his of 


* Duke of York. 

January 5,* 1827, at the house of the 
Duke of Rutland, in Arlingion-strcet, died, 
in Ills 64th year, his Royal Highness Frince 
Frederick, Duke of York and Albany in 
Great Britain, and Karl of Ulster in Ireland, 
Bishop of Osiiaburg. * 

I'lmce Frederick was horn August 16, 
1763, the second son and child of George 
the Third and Queen Charlotte. On the 
27th of the following February he was 
elected Bishop cf Osnaburg, aenominal pre- 
lacy, to whl(.h the Elector of Hanover ha.s 
the .power of inilueocing tbq election alter- 
nately with another European power. 

From his earliest age bis Royal Hish- 
ness was destined to theak^ilitary proms- 
sioD, the study of which fonied an essep- 
tial pan of his education. 

On the 27th of November 1784, Prince 
Frederick, who bad hitherto been gene- 
rally known by the title of the Bishop 
of Osnaburg, was created Duke of York 
and Albany in Great Britain, and Earl of 
Ulster in Ireland. .These titles bad then 
been extinct for seventeen years, from thn 
period of the death of his uncle Edwaid in 
1767. f 

On the 27th of November 1787, he was 
introduced to the House of Lords; but die 
first instance of bis joining in the Debates, 
was on the 15th of December 1788, when 
trib Settlement of the Regiqpy was under 
discussion. On this occasion (as, there is 
good reason to believe, on the more recent 
and. memorable one,) he acted as the Organ 
of his elder^^rother,' who, having engaged 
his ailections in early youth, (for in their 
cbililhood tliey were lemaikably attached.) 
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had tilt' liappiiif3Sis of preserving that frieqd- of a dispute, of wbicii lauuo uas iiec. 

ship unbroken to the last. said in the public papers, his Royal High- 

t, In May 1789, the name of the Duke of ness the Duke of York, attended by 
York was brought prominently before the f^rd Kawdon, and Lt-col. Lennox, ao 

jjublic, on his having engaged in a dod nompanied by the Earl of Wincbel- 

with' Lieut.<Gol. Lennox, nephew of the sea, met at Wimbledon Coinmon;,i The 
then Duke of Richmond, ^terwaid in. 1806 ground was measured at twelve paces, and 

the successor to that title, and the father both parties were to fire at a regnal agreed 

of his present Grace. ^ This dispute origin upon. The signal being given, Lt.-col. 

nated in an observatipn ol the Duke of J^nnox fired, ami the hall grazed his Royal 

York, '*that Lt.*^|. Lennox had heard Highness's curl The Duke of York did 
words spoken to him at the club gt Dau- not fire. Lord Rkwden then interfered, 
bigny*.s, to lii^hichnty gentleman ought to and said: **Tbat be 'thought enough had 
have submitted.*’ This observation being been done.” lit. -col. Lennox oMerved 
reported to the Lt.»col. he took the oppur- » That his Royal Highness had not fired.’* 
tunlty, while his Royal Highness was on LordRawdon said ‘‘It was not the Duke’s 
the Rarade, to address .him, “desiring to Intention to fire : his Ri^l Highnm had 
know, what were tbeOvdids which he had come out upon Lv-col. Lennox’s desire to 
submitted to hear, and by whom they were give him satisfaction; and had ho animokity 
spoken?” To this the Ihfke of York gave ..against Um.” Lt.-col Lennox pressed 
nd other answer than by ‘ordering the that the Imke of York should fire, which 
col. to’his postil The parade heingrover, he wan Heolined. npoii a repetition of the rea- 
wej|}t into the orderly-room, and sending son. Lord Winchelsea theivwent itp to 
for the Lt.-col., intimated to him, in the the Duke of York, and expressed his hope 
presence of all the offider*. that he dissired •• That his Itoyal Highness could have no 
to receive no protection from hip rank, as objection to say, that he considered Lt-col. 
a Prince, and n>s station as Commanding Lennox as a man of honour add courage.” 
Officer, but that, when not on dqty, he Ills Royal Highness replied, “ That ,.he 
wore a brown coat, and was ready as a sbnuld say fioihlng he bad come out to 

priy^ite gentleman lO give the Lt-col. sa- give Lt.>col. UnDux satisfactioB, end did 
tisfaction. After this declaration, Lt.-col. not mean to firp at him; if Lt.-cuV. Lennox 
Lennox wrote a circular to every member was not satisfied, he might fire again.” 
of the club at Daubigny's, requesting to Lt-col- Lennox said he could not possibly 
know whether any such words had been fire kgain at tlie Duke, as bis Royal High- 
used to him, and appoimiog a day for an ness did not mean to fire at him.— On this, 
answer from each ; their silence to be h'oth panties left the ground. The seconds 
considered as a declaration that no such tlunl it proper to add, that both parties 
words could bo recollected. On the expi- behaved with tire most perfect coolness 
ration of the term limited fbr an answer to and intrepidity. (SigncdA 
the circular letter, the Lt.-col. sent a writ- ” RAWOoir. Vv'imghels£A. 

ten message M^the Duke of York to this “Tuesday evening. May 36, 1789.” 
purport! “That, not being able' to 'recol- A meeting of Uie, officers of the rold- 
feet atiy occasion on which words bad been stream Regiu\cnt took place on the 39th 
sp^en to him. at Daubigny’s, to which a of May, on the requisition of Lt.-col. Lcn- 
geutleman ought not to submit, he had nox, to deliberate on a question which he 
taken the step which eppeerrd to him most had submiued, “ Wiiether he luid br havyd 
likely to gain information of the words to in the late 'dispute ui, became a gi nileina.r 
which his Royal Highness had alluded, 4 ii)d an officer?’^ and after a ronsiderakde dis- 
and of tiie. persons wba had used them; ctnisinn, qdjvvirned io tire 3dili,caiiie to tlio. 
that none ot the members' of the Club had foliowing^esoTutinn “It is tl-.e opinion 
given him inffir'matibn of any such insult gf the Officers ol the Coldstn am Rcgi- 
betng Hi their knowledge, and t|iei;>3Are he mdnt, that subsequent to the 15th of May, 
expected. In instipe to bis character, that the day of the meeting at the Orderly-room, 
blk Rbyal'Hiunesi should ' contradict the Lt-cof LenUox has behaved with courage ; 
repott; as . puffiiely as he . had asserted it.” but, from the ptculimr difflciiUy of his si- 
Ti^ l^er was delivered to the Duke tuation, not witbjudgment” ' 
by the Said oS Winchelsea, when the ans- Amid the politgial agitations pf the year 
wer letarned not proving satisflmioryr e 1791, the marriage , or the Duke of York 
me^ge was deht to him, desiring a «ee» ' to the Princess Royal of Prussia served to 
tii^: time .ahd 'place wefe tetued that •cemwt mote closely the relations which 
evehieg^ 'The inkeUog atctpdingly took of James's and Berlin had 

place; and fhe leOohds, pnbllshea the . fpund ii^ their interests to contract, with 
fqHowiog statement! oonienneace ^he view of cotlnterposing the inordinu^ ' 
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•!ii:biiiQn and niigiity projects of liie rcsu 
Il'Ss Empress oJ' Kiissia. ‘I'lie treaty toach- 
ing this alliance was signed at Jierlin «n 
rht! 26ih of Jnnuary. 

On the '2nth of September the Duke of 
York ^(aa married, at Be lin, to Ercderica* 
^’'liarlouu-Ulrica-Catharina, only, child of 
King Fredevek* William, by his first con* 
sort Elizabeth-BIrica-Chrisiiana, Princess 
«vf Brunswick- VVolfpiibuttel; and half-sis- 
ter of the present King of- l^ussia. 

On the occasion of his maniagt^, the 
Duke had voted him by Parliament the 
sum of 18,0(K)/. ftr annum, and the King 
settled on him 7,0002. from his (rinh re- 
venue, which, in addition ' to the 12,0002 
jperana. he before enjoycrl, imnstiiuted a 
yearly income of 35,0002. The sum oi 
8,0002. pir ann. was at the-«ame time vo- 
ted to the Duchess, in case she si^iould sur- 
vive. There was, however, some opposi- * 
lion to these grants. Several' Menihers 
deemed the isvenue proposed by the Mi- 
nister too large, as the Duke received a 
very consideiahie one from the Bishopric 
of Osnaburgi stated by some at no -less 
than 35,00w. a year- But this appearing 
un object unfit for parliamentary discus- 
sion, tlie votes proposed by the Ministry 
passed in his favour. 

In 1793 the Duke was called into active 
military service. A British army was 
ordered for Flanders, to form part of the 
grand army under the Prince of Saxe Co- 
burg. The Duke was oppointed to the 
command of that Army, aided by Sir Ralph 
Al^rcombie, Sir Wm. Er.skinc, oiid other 
olficers of distinction. The first military 
operations in which his Royal Highness 
assisted, occurred in the,ueigbbourliood of 
Tournay, and near Ht. Amand and Vicogne, 
in the month of May, in the course of 
w hich h» was promoted to the rank of Go* 
usral. In the subsequenf battle of Fanmrs, 
nil the 23d of May, be commanded a princi 
pal column of the allied army, ‘>nd bore a 
'Aarc in the success of that brilliant day ; 
the result of which was the investment and 
sii'gc of Valencienncss. The direction of 
this upcT.ilion was entrusted 'to , his Royal 
Higiiness, to whom the city was surrendered, 
after a considerable part of it had been re- 
duced to ashes, on the 26th of July. . 

Having joined the main army, the Duke 
of York co-operated, on the 7th and 8th 
August, in the movements against the ene* 
iny"8 positions at the Cagip de Ceser, fiois 
de Bourlc&, d:c. umu the line of the 
Scheldt, from all which tUby were dispos- 
sessed, or retired, qhhough wMtout mate-* 
rial loss, owing to the' indecision and slpw-* 
ness of the allied army. . 

The Prince of Cobouig, after these ope-. 
^•1»ions. laid siege to Qnesnov, nnd subw-^ 


quently inve-ted ftlauhcugc, while ilm 
Duke of York cuntinut-d itis iiiaicli in the 
lijrculion of Orchies, 'J’ourcdiiig, and IVle-^ 
nin, with the British, Hanoverian, and' 
Hessian troops, to wliich was added a bmly 
ol Austrians, under the orders of Lieut. ^ 
•General Alvintzy. Tlic object of this se- 
paration was the siege of Dunkirk, which 
iiad been determined upon by the British 
Cabinet, and which was viewed with re- 
gret^ not only by the Austrian Generals*, 
but also by his Royal Highness, who had 
remonstrated against it, as far*as he could. 

After a succession of severe and - san 
guiltary actions, fought by the besieging 
and covering aridies with success, though 
without any pokitivo iffect, the principal 
of wliich ofcuriedoon the ^tii of August 
and on the ‘6th and 8th of .September, the 
Duke of York found himself under the ne- 
coasity of raising ' the siege. The retreat 
was effected in good order, aiy] without any 
other loss than that of the heavy iron 
ordnance, twhich, being on ship carriages, 
could jaot. he removed; and tiie army re- 
assembled atFurni'S and Dixmude. 

After some trifling affairs the army went 
intO' winter quarters, the Duke of York's 
head quarters being at Ghent, wiiencc, 

attended by Gen. Mack, he procecdec] to 
England, to concert with the British Go- 
vernment the plan and measures for the 
ensuing campaign- 

His Royal Highness returned, in th» 
month of February 1794, from England to 
Coiirtrai, to which place the Bri'i.sli hcad- 
quarte.rs had been removed, upon a for- 
ward concentratiun of thn cantonments. 
The troops under his command moved 
successively to Tournay, St Arnai d, and 
the Plains of Catcau wiN^re the great- 
er part of the allied army wis united, un- 
der the command of the Emperor, on the 
16th of April. On the following day a 
general and sUccessfiil attack was made 
upon the enemy's positions atVaux, Pre. 
moot, Marets, Catillon, &c, ; and Landre- 
cies was immediately invested. 

On the idtb of May the French, to the 
number of 30, 000. under Picliegru, made 
a furious attack on the Dukq, near I'our- 
nay. They were repulsed. But in a sub- 
sequent engagement at the,' same place, 
they defeated the Allies on the 14lh, On 
the 18th the Duke of York's division was 
attacked, and obliged every where to give 
wly,ahd the Duke himself •was on the 
point of falling into the enemy's liands. 
It was with prodigious efforts that General 
Fox and Abercrombie found means to res- 
tore suffici^t order among the troops to 
save them from total destruction and effec* 

1 r^tieat 



annual KLliiSTLU, 


j 


The rest of this disastrous campaign was 
.1 succession of disappointmciifs. The 
^Allies were nt length' no longer able tp 
op|)ose.«the. enemy. A reinforcement of 
• 10,000 British troops, under Earl Moira, 
having arrived at Ostend, and marched witii 
airspeed to tile relief of the Duke, on the 
3th of July effected a junction. ,Oii the 
14th of September Picoeuu the 

several- posts which tt|e Duke had taken 
along tho river pomti^, and compelled 
him to retreat acroit. tiie Meuse. :l%e 
French crossed the.fljleuse in October, and 
on the 19th attacked tho Duke^s army. 
Tho Duke, after suffering, severely, with- 
drew bis tronps across^^^Waal. On tiic 
:d7th of OctotK^r the again com- 

pelled .the Duke to unvili farther off for 
security. A soties of disasters succeeded, 
which teroiinated in the letieat oi lie 
UriUsbi apU tbcu G.eraitiD . auxilittMv's 
through Westphalia. On the .14th of 
April 1795, the diflbrent Britisli brigades 
embarked in the Weser for Eiigkind. A nd 
thus teeminated the warfoip, under the 
Dnke of York, in the years 1793, 1794, 
and 1796, 

In February, 1795, the Duke of York 
was nominated to the situation of Com- 
nupider-in-chief. 

In 1799, the Duke again appeared in the 
field. On the 2^th of August, the vessels, 
conveying a large British force, came to 
anchor near the «hore oftiie Helderi.aud 
-on the 27Ui the troops began to diierahurk. 
The first eiKerpriso.was the taking of the 
Helder; His Royal HTighiiess bim.^elf lan- 
ded in HolUinri on the )3tb of September, 
and the force under him, including 1004 
Russians, amounted to neatiy .35,400, men. 
An engagemerHtith tfie I'lpnbhtofik place 
on the 19tb fif September,' whi^cb, owing, it 
is said, to the misconduct of^ Russians, 
was .onfavourable to the Duke. On the 
8th of October another action took place. 
The tmt wing of the British was com- 
manded bv Sir Ralph Abercrbmiiie, the 
centre division by Genenl Duudas, and 
the left wing by Major-geueral Uurrad. 
The French were entitely qefo^ed. In this 
engagement th^r Ibm 'eXpeeded 4,000 
men asidSOO pirisdnett,.aud:thf»%iritb lost 
about; 1,5M. .men.' In anpriler engage- 
ident, wU(^ i^llpwed soop after, the. Bri- 
tirii were :;lii^in master of the field of 
battle,, thb^. the loss amounted fo i,2(Kl 
British atidc^^ Rnqians. The afhiy iii- 
re^il‘4ts ;mai^ ,tpwurds Maerlemt 'Jbut 
intctiii^hbe fijom wM reteivcfl that the* 
French s^pCMfed. in thmwii% up 
strbng works ifi'MiijrVicar ^ and cliat a 
corps would' he in their fepr as 

*hpy advanred, his Rovbl Kiiihocse ,wa*. , 


forced to pau.sv. General Dacndcls havn*,. 
attacked tlie right wing of the British ou 
thf 10th of October, under Prince William 
of Gloucester, he was under tlie necessity 
of failing back. On the 17th of October a 
suspension of arms ivas agreed on b^ween 
Generals Brun and Daendels and the Eng- 
lish and Russian coinmaiidei|, and it was 
agreed on that the English and Russians 
should be allowed to evacuate Holland, on 
condition that 8,000 seamen, either Baia- 
viun^or French, prisoners in England, 
should bo given up to the French govern- 
ment 

Upon his return to England^ the Duke 
of York again directed his time utid atten- 
lion to the amelioration of tlie.iuilimry 
system; edth successive year;|afibfde‘d 
fresh proofs of the benefits arismg ftoin 
his unabated exertions. 

Ou tlin aVlh of Januili-y. 1809, Owyllym 
Uoyd Waidie, esq. commonly CfillGli Co* 
lonel Waidle, brouglit forwaidm motivn in 
the House of Commons, for the appoint- 
ment of a Oommittec to inyestipte the 
conduct of his Royal Highitess the Duke 
of York, the Commander-in-chief, with re- 
gard to promotions, exchai^cs, and ap- 
pointments to commisMons in the atfiiy, 
aud ia raising levies for the arn^. 

On this occasion the 'Duke of York war, 
acquitted by a majority of 276 to 196, but 
finding that o prejudice existed against 
him in ttie pnblic mind, his Royal tligh. 
ness waited upui the King, and tendert-d 
Ills resignation on Uie 18th of March, 18U9. 

One of the first acts of ids present 
je.«ty, after Ids being vested with Hie full 
powers of Regent, m 1811, was to rein- 
sthte bis Rt^al Highness in his foriiici 
office Lord Milton brought this re-ap- 
pointment before the House of C'omnious, 
and uoncliided with moving, Tiiat it has 
been highly iimplibper and indccorus in tlic 
adyisortt of Ibe'lPrincc Regent to have re- 
commended tb liis Royal Higline.ss the re 
aj^iiitment of the Dukcot I oik to tk,> 
,pfnce‘of (■oinmaniler-in-cldcf." When a 
division ^mAjilace, there were only 47 fo: 
the moti(\n, mul 296 againiit it. 

Since that time the Duke pursued tlir 
even tenor” of Ills way, devoting himself to 
business with the greatest regularity. 
,Evi-ry vrangement, the most minute, wa.s 
submitted hy the heads of depaftmdiits. for 
his sanction; the memdrial of every ofli. 
cer, the pctitioii^f every soldier, engaged 
his personal attention, nor,” were any 
.su/fored to (iass^unnuticed- 
• .’to Jiily,«iqi4, and again at the same 
‘ peM in the following year, both iloiiscs 
of Parliament (lassed a vote of thaks to the 
:l)ukr York, for t^c benefits he had hi - 
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rUi.vco ihb iiaiioii iiK CJoinniander-in- 
ylnerhi the wars then concluded. 

^ *•>« death of Queen Charl:Mtein 

^»I8, the Duke of York was appointed, 
with a Parliamentary grant of Kl.tMOZ. ptr 

His Royal Highness had laboured under 
a dropsy since the mouth of July 1826, for 
the relief of which his Royal Highness 
underwent an operation on the 3d of Sep- 
tcmljer. The result of this opera tjon, ai- 
ded by the favourable effects of medicine 
afterwards, was the removal of tlic eousti- 
tiitional complaint; bnt hs jrartial influ- 
ence ou the liml)s, producing n mortifica- 
tion of a considerable portion of the shin 
of both legs. aUlioug, this was checkeil, and 
hung in suspense for a time, the powers of 
his frame sunk uUi mutely in Uic struggle. 

i\l. Pestalozzi. 

Feb. 17? At \cnhof, in SwUzt'rlaml, 
aged 82, M. IVstalozzi, a «* a benclactor of 
rhe human race.” 

PestaloMi was horn at Zurich, iu IT lfl. 
Having lost his father at an early age, he 
was bruiight op by his motlier, wlio pro- 
cured for hini the advantages of a gooil 
education. His intention was to have de- 
voted himself to the bar ; but becoming 
deeply interested in the various plan's 
which were agitated in Zurich for better- 
ing the coiulitjon of the lower ordcis, he 
abandoned the study of the law ; and was 
^icrwards induced to undertake a mami- 
lacturing speculation, with a view of en- 
tering into closer contact with the |K)or. 
Hi'i plan seems to have licen smnewhut si- 
milar to that pursued by Mr. Owen at La- 
nark ; so far, at least, as connecting tlic 
instruction of the young willi the labours 
i-if their parents. 

liut a scrit-s of unfortunate circumstan* 

< ns ruined his establishment. In the re- 
f lirenicnt tiiat ousiit’d on his failure, he 
f-omposed his tale of Leonard and Oer- 
iruile, a work which may vie in jinpnlarity 
v. iih the Pilgrim's Pri)g! 0 *!s, mr Robiusun 
Orusoe. It became po|>u]ar Germany 
as w'ell us in Swify. rl-tnd, and the aiuhnr 
^yas encouraged to kmicw his exertions. 
Jvetween the ycais 1781 and 1797, he p'lii- 
lished his Weekly Jnurnul for Cniniiry 
Polks, Letters on the Kdneation erf tlm 
Children of indigent Parents, Kefleelions 
on the March of iNalire in the Ivlucaiion 
of the Human Race, 

After the uboliiUm of the aiKientSv.-i-s 
(iovenmients, aid tim meeting of 
Hi-lvciie Legislative ('ouncil at Aran. iM. 
■’’‘t.ilozzi addivsscii'ti; the O’vrlla tr 
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entitled iU'llct-.iioa.s ou mu Wants of the 
Country, and jirincipally on the Education 
and Relief of the Poor.” He was ap- 
spointed principal editor of the Helvetic 
Journal, a paper devoted to the mqral an/! 
religious interests of the People. In 1799 
he was nominated director of an orphait^ 
institution, which the Government had es- 
tablished at Slant/.. This appointment en- 
abled him to reduce some of his theories 
to praetice ; at Slant/, he became at once 
the teacher, steward, and father of the in- 
stitution ; and there he'foruied the plan of 
interrogative education, which lias since 
been known througoiit Europe by his iiaiv.c 
“ I wished to prove,” writes he to hi 
friend Gessner, “ by the essay 1 was aboui 
to make, that public education is of value, 
only as far as it ricembles private. Everx 
system nf -i>ducarion, w'nir.h is not carried 

i, n in the spirit of domestic relations, tends 

iTi demoralize iiiflii. The insuuctur should 

live among his pupils, as the bosom of 
his own family. 'I’his tarn of mind I fell 
within iitysclf, and 1 wished that my pTipils 
should discover from every word, action, 
and look, that 1 loveil thetn with all my 
lieart, that their plea.<>iires were my plea- 
sures, and that their liappincss conslitutcii 
mine.” After .Mrugglingwilli the difticul- 
lies of Ids position for several moDth»‘, 
Pestnlo/i/i was ennldcd to dk^fccrii theTruits • 
of his lalioui's. Many of hi.s pupils iiia- 
iiifcsicd good ahilitius, and in a short tiuse 
were seen above seventy children, taken 
almost all from a stale of poverty, livin,» 
logether in peace ami filaadsldp, full of 
nrfcciioii for one anotlicr, and with the coi 
diality of brothers and sisters. He hud 
just succeeded in introduein;; some manual 
employment into his school, when Ihc 
thread of his laboiu's \f!% rudely snapped 
by political changes; ami' exhausted in 
miud and body, he sought to recruit id.'* 
powers by retirement ami relaxation. Al- 
ter an interval of repose, Pcsialo//i, nnrfei 
the patronage of the Swiss governnicni, 
resumed his labours at Hurgdnrf, in the cau- 
tou of Herne. At this- period he was join 
ed by several men «f various degrees o' 
talent and attainment ; and the patronagi; 
of the Swiss government aiigmeuted his 

j. 'ecuuiary resources, ami furnished liin- 
with a locale fur his c.xcrtion.s. Hut poliii - 
t'cii chitiigits once more broke up the lisiti,.', 
iusiitutiuiK 

• 'J’ho next period of I'csfalozzi's carce- 
eoiiimeucus witliihc furmg|tion of two se- 
parate estahlishmouts, consisting, for the 
most part, of bis former pupils. The chil- 
dren of the. poorer class look up their 
abode a|^Muuch Huebsee, a little village 
!»-.*e mile-! diitant from Reuie. Il*- i- 
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PestalozzI was much aided by M. de Fel- 
lenberg, who has since applied his princi* 
pies of education, with some impottant 
'inodifications, to the instruction of botl^ 
rich add poor* At Yverdun, in the canton 
(le Vaud, Pestalozzi resumed his labours 
ibr the instruction of the higher and mid* 
die ranks of society. The fame of his 
method was now very eenerHlly spread 
through Switzerland and Germany. Many 
young men assembled under his paternal 
roof to act as instructors, and pupils from 
every part of Europe constituted one hap> 
py family aronncl him. Each class had at 
its head an instructor, who lived with his 
scholars, and joined in their amusements 
as well as their studies ; and tims connect- 
ing himself not only wj|fh tiieir duties but 
with their pleasures, was enabled to win 
tbeir affections, and gently mould them to 
j)is purpose. The character of Pestalo^-u 
was the bond that united them ; the kind- 
ness with whidfi their masters treated them, 
andtwhich overflowed in every prord and 
action of PesUilozzi himself, contribu^d to 
impart a character of good hufliourand be- 
iiovoleiicc to the whole groupe. At Yver- 
dun the prhiciplcs of the method were ap- 
plied to other branches of instruction, and 
the former plans were materially improved. 
A cdinmittce of masters watched o^ot the 
moral and intellectual welfare of the insti- 
tution, and drew up essay's, or arranged ex- 
ercises, for the approbation of the whole 

body. This may be dated -as the most 
flourishing period of Pestalozzi's under- 
taking, though his pecuniary resources were 
^ no means free from erabarrassmeut. 
'iftis circumstance co-operated with other 
causes to introduce divisions among the 
masters} n se^;ation took place; and 
from that mnptbnt tho institntion at Yver- 
dun deelined. Disputes and dissension, 
between some of the individuals who had 
been connected with his establishments 
much embittered Pestalozzi's declining 
years; end, by withdrawing his attention 
from the school itself, diminished its use* 
fulness, and hastened its dissolution. In 
1825 Pestalozzi left the canton de Vaud, 
and retired to his little estate at Neuliof, in 
the canton of Aigau, where he occupied 
himself till hU death in preparing elemen- 
tary works. His last production was enti- 
tled “ Advice to my Contemporaries.” 

In 18o3 M. Pestalozzi was one of the 
deputation which Buonaparte summoned 
from the Swisf^ Cantons, to deliberate on 
the means of restoring tranquillity to Swit- 
7.ecland; but he returned home before any 
arrangement could be eflected. 

Benevolence was the prevaiK’ng feature 
1 PeEtalmrs 'yharsctcr. It burned in 


whhtiie intensity of a passiun, ami neet 
ed sometimes the sober restraints of judg* 
mgnt It was as disenrntble in the affec- 
tionate, simplicity rf ids ordinary manners, 
as in the persevering exertions, and disin- 
terested sacrifices, which marked hif- long 
life of trial and suffering. Uis genius wa': 
original, profound, and fertile,,. rising supe- 
rior to the most overwhelming difiicultics, 
but too frequently negligent of ordinary 
resources. The style of bis writings is vi- 
gorous, pathetic, and piquant, but unpolish- 
ed apd irregular ; in his philosophical 
works heavy, involved, and obscure. His 
conversation was particularly animated, 
playful, and entertaining, abounding in un- 
expected turns of thought, with an occa- 
sional felicity of expression that made an 
indelible impression on the hearer’s mind. 

Cen. Caulaincocrt. 

Feb‘ 20. At his hotel, 57^Bue St. Li 
zaie, Paris, aged 54, Lieut-General Ar- 
maud Augustine Louis Caulaincourt, crea- 
ted by Buonaphrte Duke of Vicenza, and 
formerly Grand Ecuyer of the Empire of 
France and Minister fur foreign Affairs. 

Descended from an ancient family, III. 
Caulaincourt was born in Picardy in 1?72. 
Devoted to the profession of arms, he was 
at the commencement of the Revolution 
an officer of cavalry. He did not emigrate, 
but served under the revolutionary stand- 
ard ; and, after making several campaigns 
asu colonel of dragoons, he became Aid* 
dc-camp to Buonaparte when First Conssa’i 
Having ubtained the confidence of his as- 
piring master^ he was regarded as a suitable 
agent for the afrost of the Due d’ Engkien. 
In the course of the same year, he wa<j 
named grand Ecuyer of France, made Ge- 
neral of Division, and presented with the 
Grand Cross of the Legion of Honour. 
He subsequently received various orders of 
Kni^thood, from Bavaria, Saxony, Prus- 
sia, Russia, and Austria. At the time wliciu’ 
Buonaparte was carrying on his plans 
alainit Austria, Caulaincourt was .sent as 
Ambassaddf to St. Petersburgh. He was 
four years resident at the Russian (;ourt, 
and received from the Emperor Alexander 
the cross of the order of St. Ann of the 
first class. Regarded, however, with dis- 
like by the Russian nobility, he was sub- 
jected to various mortifications; and at 
length, under the well-understood pretext 
of ill health, he soheited and obt&ined his 
■rccal, and rcturaed to France in 1811. 
In Buonapartg’s famous expedition against 
A:isiia in 1812,' Caulaincourt was his cho- 
sen Aid-de-camp and companion ; and af- 
ter a narrf.v escape from fire, sword, am* 
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iic icUiliicu Willi ills Miistff in a 

ledftC. 

After the desperate liatllcs of Luurui 
und Bautten in Kilti, iLu deceased was 
appointed to uegociatc with the Russiun 
and l^ussian plenipnieutiarics. The ar- 
mistice, to which he was :i party, was soon 
broken ; andilhe defeat of Uuonapaitc, at 
T<eipsiu, ensued. After hostilities had been 
removed from (Icrmany to France, Cau- 
laincourt, who had been elevated to the 
post of Minister for Foreign Atf«iir!i,*\vas 
sent to negociatc with the allies at(‘l]|^ti!- 
^on, but, on some temporary success at- 
chieved by Buonaparte, was instructed to 
raise his claims; the nonsetpicnccof whirh 
was, that tire allies broke off the conic- 
fences, and marched to Paris. 

On the abdication of Buonaparte at Fon- 
tainbleau, Caulaincourt, then Duke of Vi- 
cenza, was the abdicatur's chief negocia> 
for ; and he signed the treaty of the ] Itli 
if April betticeii the ex-Emperor and the 
Allies. 

On the restoration of the Bourbons, 
Caulaincourt became a private man; and, 
before a month was at an end, he made an 
utt^upt to justify himself respecting the 
arrest of the Duke d' Knghien. On tliis 
subject he published a letter ftoni the £nt- 
jicroi Alexander : his object in this was to 
.•ihew that when the arrest took place, be 
was employed at Strasburgh on other busi- 
ness— that Ocrieral Ordomicr was the. olfi- 
r.er wliu arrested ihc prince,— and that Or- 
donuer alone was employed in that affair. 
S'o^ afterwards, liowcver, a pamphlet ap- 
peared, with the title “ On the Assassimv 
lion of Mons-oignenr the Duke; il’ Knghien, 
and of the justification of RV dc Caulain- 
fourt." The pamphlet was anonymous ; 
bill it was forcibly written, and, by refe- 
rences to diplomatic documents, it fotmed 
.1 decisive rel'uiaiion of Cuuhincouvi's as- 
yerlions. 

Caulaincourt about the same time mar- 
ked Madame de t’anisy, a l.ndy wlio had 
been divorced; and with her he rctirci^ 
into the country till Buonaparb^ rcturneil 
from Elba. He was then f Miirol^SI) made 
Minister for Foreign Afliiirs. He svas ex- 
tremely active in liis endeavours to rc-cs- 
tahlish the C'orsican dynasty ; and he was 
incessant in his assurances to all the Fo- 
reign ministers — whose missions were .in 
fact, at an cml—that Buonaiwrte had rc- 
nouifeed ay projects of gon{]uest, and that 
his only desire was peace, lie addressed 
circular letters, of the saiRc tendency',' to 
all foreign conns, but eqnally'*without cf-^ 
feet. One of these circulars came elier- 
wnrds, with a letter IVovn Buonajiarle, to 
• .i-: nre.-!p|0 thi i« 


These curious uoiiumevus were both laid 
before I’ariiameni. A conciliating and 
cyen humble letter was sent by Caulain- 
court to the Emperor of Austria ; but, like * 
the others, it received no answer. On the 
2ii of June, Caulaincourt was named by 
Buonaparte a Member of the Chamber nf 
Peers. On the 17tli, he announced to that 
boily, that hostilities were, about commenc- 
ing. Uewas again employed as one of 
the (Commissioners on the final deposition 
of his master. ' 

When Louis X VIIT. was reinstated, Cau 
laincourt quitted France, and for some 
time resided in England. He cndiucd a 
long illness with great fortitude, and his 
iunoral took place on the 28th of February 
in tlic Church of Oiyr Lady of Loretto. 

* ^ CamsTOPHER Gore. 

MariJOsl. 1827. Died at Jlostbn, Mas- 
sachusetts. Christopher Gore, in the 69th 
year of hi»agu. * 

(Jhristophci(,Gore w-is born in Boston, in 
the year 1758. His father was a highly 
respectable mechanic, who by a course oi 
honest and skilful industry had acquired a 
large property. A t the breaking out of the 
troubles between this and tne mother coun- 
try, he went to Halifax ; as he ivas favour- 
bly disposed toward the royal government 
under which he hud always lived, llut he 
afterwards returned to Boston, and died 
there in the year ’95. 

The son received his early ivistniction at 
(he public schools of that town. He then 
catered Harvard IJniversity^and was graP> 
dituied there in 1771>, nt the early age of 
seventeen. Soon afterwards ho commenc- 
ed the study of law with *^110 late Judge 
Lowell, and continued with him througli 
his wliulc period of study, both as a pupil 
:)ifd a member (if his family. This was* u 
situation combining moral and intellectual 
advanlages, such « arc rarely offered to 
nny young man ; and Mr. Gore was nblo 
lo uppreciatc and improve them. Wiicn 
In: piiiercd on the practice of his piofos- 
sioc, he came to it not only with a miii'l 
prepare d by n judicious course of study, 
but with the enviable recommendation of 
un uncorrupted youth. 

Heroic lapidly in public esteem, as "(i 
sound lawyer, as a politician, in the most 
generous sense (ff that word, as a true pa- 
triot, and ns an iionest irim^ He stuoil 
among the first at the bar, where his prac- 
tice was rxuMisivo and lucrative. ^ His fel- 
, low citizens manifested the regard in which 
they ludd lum, and ihi: confidence which 
they placeinn liim, by sending him, bcfoii' 
K,. i-*,i au'’ 0'.' N'* v.’’'!i H:i • 





cock and Samuel Adams, to the Coavcii' 
tion of his native StutCf which considered 
«the adoption of the national constitution. 

In 1789, Mr. Gore was appointed by 
j President Washington, United States At- 
torney for tiic District of Massachusetts, 
lie was the hrst person who held tite office ; 
and coining to it in times of great trouble 
and distraction, he had many serious diffi- 
culties to encounter in discharging its du- 
ties. These difficulties resulted chiefly 
from the popular sympathy in the French 
revolution donflicting with the duties of 
the national government.' In tl'.c excited 
state of public feeling, not even the high 
reputation of Washington could prevent 
a portion of the citi/ens from cour.lcuhiic- 
ing the most aiarmiug flrcachos of nrnti':)- 
lity. Uoston was one of the ]>riiu'ipal 
scenes of these insults, and to such a pitch 
of insolence did the French agents arrive, 
that Washington was compelled to lecal 
tho, exequatoir of the consul at that port for 
his violation of our neutral rights. The 
legal proceedings in this -atvl other cases 
.subjected Mr. Gore to a tcinporary loss of 
popularity, and to many difficuities in the 
execution of liis official duties. Put he 
encountered tlieui with the manly intrepi- 
dity and unbending rectitude, for which he 
was always remarkable; and it was proba- 
bly bis conduct in this critical situation, 
which obtained for him the appointment 
from the Chief Magistrate to be one of the 
(Commissioners under the fourth article of 
Jay’s treaty, *to settle our claims for spoli- 
Htions. The a)jpoinlmcni was made hi 
; and Mt. (jnrn'.s rnllcague was the 

late celebrated William I'inkncy. 

While in Finland, Mr. Gore secured, by 
bis gentlemanly' deportment and amiiiide 
rpialitics. th(^ respect and atiiii^hnient of all 
who became known to liiin ; at the same 
time that by his assiduous attention to bu- 
siness, his profound knowledge of commer- 
cial law, his laboured arguments, and his 
personal influence, he recovered sums to n 
vast amount, for citir.etis of titu United 
States 

Mr. Gore’s! and Mr. Pinkney’s great ex- 
ertions during this commission which last- 
ed nearly eight years, arc well known, but 
it is hot so generally uuderstuud, that to 
to*Mr. Gore one large description of suffer- 
ers are principally indebted for the recove- 
ry of their claims. Mr. Pinkney, whr^c 
eminent talents are iiniversiilly admitted, 
had great doubts as to that class of cap 
tures, which were made under the rule of 
1756; Mr. Gore made a very elaborate 
' and priwerfuJ argnment’’ in favrv^r of these 
claims, and by his perseverance and exer- 
■'cp;. manv hundred thon^aml dothr'- Vrf'ri.- 


secured to the eitritonc ci luc (.iw.'e.. 
States. 

*‘He reinaiaed abroad in the public: sc i 
vice till 1804. When his friend, Mr. 
King, then the minister of the United 
States at the court of London, returhed to 
this country in 1809, he icft Mr. Goro 
there as charge d’ affaires ; fh which sta- 
tion he bore himself iionourably and ably. 

The friendship which subsisted between 
EufU|9 King and Mr. Gore was so long 
continued, and so rare, that no sketch of 
thecharacter of either would he complete 
without adverting to it. It commenced ar. 
the University, and was uninierruptfd for 
thu space of fifty years. It was more con- 
fidential. and more affectionate than almost 
any which we have ever known, or in 
which we have any account, and is ho- 
nourable to the character uf them both. 

Upon Mr. Gore’s reiiini in 1804, he wa-i 
welcomed home by the strongest marks ol 
public fuvonr. He wa.s electeu to the Se- 
nate of Massachusetts, from the county of 
of Suftblk, two successive years;* and the 
next year to tire House of Representatives, 
from Boston. In 1809 he was chosen Go- 
vernor of the State. i. 

Mr, Gore was Governor of Massachu 
setts but one year. At the next annual 
election the political sentiments of Uic mu- 
jority uf the people had changed, and the 
opposing candidate, Mr. Gerry, was chosen 
to succeed him. 

In 1814, Mr. Gore was again brought 
into public life, being appointed by|^' 
vornor .Strong, during a recess, .Senator 'to 
Congress, and afterwards chosen to tho 
same Olfico by the Legislature at„iheir 
meeting. 1 Iff served in this capacity about, 
three yours, and then withdrew into final 
retirement. 

Though Mr. Gore cannot, perhaps, bo 
called a man of genius, in the common a'-.* 
ceptation of the term, because reason and 
not jinaginatioii rcigneil pat amount with 
him, yet it nut easy to he understood how 
I. person can be without genius, who has 
the powen. witiiiii him, of comprehending 
extensive und intricate subjects, of seizing 
strongly on their prominent points, aud 
of presenting them to others in a p^ersua- 
sive and convincing manner. It may noi 
make him a poet or an eloquent orator ; but 
it conducts him to the same results, and is 
not liable to the abuses of wliat is com- 
monly denondnat^U genius. Mr. Gore’s 
mind was ciciir, ^cute. and discriminating. 
It was of a stcadr and decided cast, and 
liberal, ififiprejiidiceil, and open to con- 
viction. Hfe had ru'tiv.itcd it with assid' - 
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-y anucajv. lie 'i\cpt iiiinsc !! Iiiii,i)i;ir!y 
cinjuainltMl with tin- !ifi',iriii..sn' di' tin- <lnv, 
and was an exocllcid chiS'.ii al Kchnlar. • I (i* 
iias lel't nolhill^ as tin; iViiit of his siiiili)-. 
and his |kmj hut a fow political r -.i.ivs iii 
the uaily papers, and sfimt: uuporishcd 'fftai 
opinions and ar{;mncnl-s. 'lln s-'an* tii-.- 
t.inguished1)y justness of thou;jlit andentin' 
purity of style. 

His mamiers wero of ilm I ' , t ru..s n;‘ 
that school, generally ternnd il.'e ul i 
school. They were those of a imS :„jfl u 
finished gcmlenian ; dignifn tl wkln < i. 
pride, ele^.iut witnoni jncti nvii ii, *.*1111 
courtly without (lissimulathui or ii.-iinx.- 
ness; in shill, tin: hit', tiial •;r:.ri> :<rt(! pol 
ish extcinully manifcMcil. Ti'o riii'.-t n;' 
-lucli nianneis \v:i. assi.^iod muI ci>iii|i’n-ir • 
hy the gift of uiicoiinnnn pi r-tuiiai heaiiiy 

In his youlii Mr. Gori’ u:i!' viitiiou" ai.J 
uncorrupted : he was su in inatihi.o;!, h.- 
was so in age. His was a pure spi/.f, 
higli and booking upward, keepiti ' ils' li' 
clean from coiiiiuninatioii. I \ is i ,^^*e v. a ^ 

refined ; his sensibility acute : iiis fee lin- s 
maiify, generous, independent. He hitd 
the most lofty and olevnu;il ideas of puhlie 
■Mid private duty *, and liis conduct whs al 
w'ays in perfect confoimity w ith his prin- 
ciples. in times of excitement he \\n; 
calm, and just,; in times of currupiieii 
pure. He never souglit popul.irin, Imi it 
pursued him.” He lived not (or i)iui«e!i‘ 
fJy kindness, clicerfnlness, and elmri‘y, I*.- 
diflused liappino.ss aroninl him. He v’O’i 
^eniarkalily acces ilde and altenlive to 
ysiing men ; di-i'crnin;' talent ai>d merit, 
ainl hcljiiiii; them liirwjird. It was in bi-. 
Jiauuc to be bospitabb; ; :nul bi-i wciJili, 
ina till) circiun'iUina! 0? hif. Iiavjiig no 

ebildrcn, enabled biin to iie exten.'»ive*y and 
bnunteniislv so; and not only ho.sjiirabjc, 
iiut in various ways iifieiiil to tin- ciMiinii; 
nify. A large t state wbicb be purciwsivl 
in the neiglibonrlviod of lin*.un:, lie embel- 
lished Hi'.d iinpiovi’il with ta>le and dlseern- 
nieni. Sensible of ihe value o( a jinrn ■■•le 
'y.stoin of agricnlfuic, he endeavoniedti.) 
bring others to a scTi*.e of it Vy his exam- 
ple. It is in this country thatr the lahi'ui's 
of the active, ta.stel'nj, imp'Ovim; agiic'ii- 
turist are paiiienlaily railed for: uiidlhin*. 
above all other places, sueh a 'tian is emi- 
nently a public benefactor. 

Mr. Gore was a useful iiicinbei oli .'cve- 
ral important lit-iare societies? ami to 
some them he roniiiied not hi*! u^s.'fn’ 
nc.ss to his life-time. To the .\'uefi«:m 
Academy, and the Mas.^mdiuseirs llis'oii- 
oal Society l.e l.dt vab.’-iV-l? iu piesU ; mni 
be made Harvard (’ollece o| •.vb’.’lj in-*:- 


ini'.eu II ■ 1:.; ; -i 1 n hh vimi ^ ■, 
I'.i'. n’.d«l;i:!v;' 'vv-ii' e. 

I Hiniii” ti;" i.is* (.1 iilw liil'. Mi. 

tloie w:jH a •i.ari'. r m imi eM i-'iriatiiui; di-;- 
ord«-i, wliiili viol' imIv nn iiis eon.-ti 

mtsfiii. niii ill 1.1 il :iii ii !ih' 1\ .:i:i| like .f 

ii’iiilyr iiV eniiiiuil lii> ‘;:i}'( flu »li-; 
liloi' March lie yli Ided In u-i yiolciif'e, aiiii 
1 ithlul, (.heerliii, and ‘.‘riite'ii! to tiie. end, 
til- 'lUieii hTi’-l ;i-: -ipli.l L ' l :1.'; o* 

iSo ic-il-.ei. 

iiiTi's iw'.'-o;’ 

.\jsil -h '1 M-'.v ‘i in li. 
7;; 1 jea. i'l hi': I'V , Cl' ''' l.n; ’. ' > i.vii: / 
i.ali' a nniMirv tbe nl' ti. 

Ml!>;.'eli»flhe pivi-fd'ni' lli( _'i::ij !iii''i. •.ii'ii.-* 

linfus Kin;; wa.s ibe eldcit mn ol iiie 
aid King, a mereliant n! ‘'caiboroiii>Ji, ].< 
fi'C ^tait; i;l Maii'.e, .'iiid was boin i>' 
li e li::V!i’'j[ yc' ivud a gnod 

ich'i l tchuialion, lie wivi .-'•ent, bciv.i eii 
twelve iiid lliineeii yeiiis id age. id lly. 
lielk ’''esnb^nv, in tlie Omi, ni .Ninvbuiy, 
and plavnl nmicr h e viiir cl it" oxcellci;', 
leaclier, S-.mmcl Moody, ruder the '.e'.er" 
dihcipUv.i* hir wbiclitbi^ eitiim ut iiislruPtc'.. 
was noted, he liiii-lud hi.'i .\c:ideiiiieul sin 
die.",' and was in liie year 17711. tidiiiiltO't 
into I larvard college. Soon aller lifs ina- 
tricuiation at (’!tnibiiiis;e, be was Jeprr.efl 
01 his Father, wiio iliod al Scarborougl), 
leaving to Ins miim runs l,;inil\ a very i.on- 
smleraldc propeiiy In I'lo year 177"), on 
the bn akihg m' ol tlii* vnai ul imleptn- 
,lei:','C the eultige became the baivae.ts O' 
tlic Ameiuai. imo.nv. nnd^ihi sti.i!eiils\>«re. 
fora firne. ilirpri>ed. In the auiinun of the 
.«amc year, h"weV','r, Ibvy r'.:-assemljled n 
(.’onC'iid, a xillnge abonlvi';ntie.nniiii.sfli'',. 
lam ftom i'.v.nliiidge v.!ie:e llwir volloi;! 
ate coMv.'C was leMinicd and prosecute', 
until the ev.u'nalinn ol i'o^lon by the l!n 
glish army in ITTh. aii.i liie rumovul of the 
.\m‘'rii an troops tioin the Ceileges in the 
foliowiii:! y. ar, ".;ii;n llie 'ilndeiils retunic; 
to C'limd r'dge. n 1777, he received the ho- 
ni'iii" of rlie ('nile'ie, having arqnircd great 
repnt.'ition for liis vbivsical alfalinnenl", 
-itid more e^pei ially for his extraordinary 
fowirs id oialory, an aceomplisbrnenl in 
wiiieh bewos p:irlieular!y desirous toc\- 
Cl 1. a .d :o til • aeijuisitiou ol wliich l>»: ap- 
pihdbi.s'.V'lf Willi the jia.'siim an e.nth i- 
M,ist. Kinm ('amhridge he went immedi- 
:i!i I; to .'cv litnypori. ,in(i\enfereil as a stu- 
dei.i of l.i\- : j me oilier ef il.e ceU bvaM'ii 
Thenjihilu^ Rirmns, •■•to i 'i;icf .Tust'cn 0 ; 
M:»'‘'s:iehuM’tt«. with whom he eoiapletcii 
hi-: st niW', and was admitted to the Inn jn 
‘ \Tl-il'' !'•' was vi‘t ;* sii.i.;:''!!?. how." 
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-.r, in the year 1*7”, he lunl an opportunity 
of displaying his nnlonr and alacrity in the 
cause of his country, and was one of those, 
Vbluniecrs who joined Crnoral Sullivan, to 
‘.vhora jMr. Kiu^ was appointed an aid. in 
V.is enterprizciviih fount D’Kstaiug against 
the British in Rhode Island. 

In the first cause in which Mr. King 
tnade tils appearance at the bar, he had for 
an adversary his great instructor Parsons 
This ciro'unisiance, far from dcpress.ng 
him, seems to iiavn called forth Jiis best rf- 
I'orts, nnd he e/chibited at that time snehev* 
’.deuce of talents, both as a lawyer and a 
speaker, that immediate and coufiilent pre- 
dictions were made of his future cniinencc. 
lie was chosen, soon aRcr,to re'treseut the 
town of iVi’whuryjiort in^he State Lpgi<.la- 
lure, or, as it is called, the Cicnerai (-uurt 
of Massachusetts, in wiiich lie was soon 
distinguished for his abilities. About th» 
the year 1784, ^Congress recommended to 
the several states to grant to the Cleneral 
Oovffrnment a five per cent, iodpont. The 
proposition met with much OQpositiop in 
the General Court. A distinction immedi- 
ately aroi'e between the federal and state 
interests. Those members who were ad- 
verse to tne grant, being r lassed as friends 
of the states, those in favour of it as frieitds 
•of the General Government. The leader 
of the latter party, on this occasion, was 
the late Governor of Massachusetts, .Sulli- 
van, then the iiiost popular Speaker in the 
house;- of the former, Mr. King. The de- 
bate was in thee higUesi degicc iiucresiing, 

and after being protracted forscveial days, . 
teminated in live triumph of those who 
voted with Mr. Kmg. 

In the same year he was elected, by an 
almost unanimous «votc of the I.«gisiature, 
as a Delegate tv the Old f Congress, although 
he had not, by several years, attained the 
age at w.hich. con!li^telltiy with the usages 
of the state, he could expect ti.at distinc- 
tion. The Gungrc'ss was then in session 
at Trenton, where he took his srat as a 
member of that body. Toward.s the cIo-m; 
of the year, it adjourned lu meet at i\gw 
York. 

In that body he became an active ami 
leading member, and tuoa a zealous p-^rt in 
all the great measures which led to the es- 
tablishment of the present national goveni- 
(iient. 

It was upon the motion of the Massachu- 
setts Delcgatiojj^ composed of Mr. Dana* 
and him.-.idf that Congr^-s; rccoinmendcd 
the Convention, winch luimi-d the federal 
Gonstiluthm- Another of the motions 
brought forward by Mr. Kin;' in tliot Con- 
•'less deserve:- to be rnentiom-d, a?: illnsira- 
• llie oi'd (-’.rlv 'frcng’.hV'f 


bis opinions on a subject, for the disubssiou 
of which l)c lias been subjected to much 
undeserved auimativcrsiuD; we allude to 
his seutiments respecting slavery. On this 
topic his opinions weie curly formed, 
anti he never deviated fiom them- ^he 
IfUh ol March, 1785, about three montlis 
after he had taken his seat in the iVatinnal 
Councils, he brought forward a resolution 
pruliibiting slavery in the territory north- 
west of lire Ohio, and making that priuciplc 
a ftiii(lifiiicnt.il article of compact between 
the ti^'CLM) original states and the people 
of that territory. 

On tins Kesohitiou the states divided, as 
follows; Afllrmalivc. New Hampshire, 
MassaehiiseUs, Connecticut, New York, 
i\rtw Jei.?ey, reimsylvania and Maryland. 
.A'cgative- Virginia, Nor tit Carolina. Soutii 
Carolina and Georgia. 

' III 1787, Mr. King was appointed by tlio 
legislature of Ma.ssacliusetts, a delegate to 
the general convention, held aV Philadel- 
phia, and his previous experience in the 
old congress enabled him to take a large 
share in the discussion and formation of 
our present system of government He 
attended during the whole session of th^ 
convention, and was one of the committee 
appoinled by that body to prepare and re- 
port the final draft of the constitution of 
the United Stales. I’liat instrument hav- 
ing been reported by the convention to 
congress, and then referred to the con- 
sideration of the several states for ratifica- 
tion, Mr. King was sent by his old consti- 
tuents of Newhuryporl, with Theophiljn?' 
I’arsous and Robert Treat Paine to that 
convention. In the mixed assemblage 
which composeil this body, were indny 
men of strong aniJ ardent fceliiigs, but 
whose minds were filled with preconceived 
opinions, a;>ainst the proposed constitution 
diihcnlt to eradicate. These prejudice^: 
were combatted with great effect by Mr. 
King, and his opinions derived great weight 
fi'iun the circumstance of his having had 
.scleral years experience (during his term 
of service iy the old congress) of the de- 
fects of it.- Qjfganizatiun, belorc he partici- 
pa'ed in the formation of tlic pioposed 
constitution. Vehement obiectious were, 
niiidc to it in MassachusRtt.s, as well as in 
New-Vork and Virginia; and whilst the 
taleiitj of llainiltpii and Madison were 
engaged in .sur.-ountiiig the obstacles op- 
{M>sK(l to it b) tiic ^anii'IcderaUsts of the 
two latter .‘^tale.-', Mr. King was performing 
an act of equaJlv* vital itnpoiiancc to his 
ciDintry, by .N<.i«thing the fears and preju- 
dices Y^liicl: operated against it, in a Sinto 
that wV; still Hj^itatcd by tiie feelings wiiich 
prr.iinccd tile Shay rebellion. If was n* 
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wub ucCdsuim uui, iiuii Mr. Antes first 
rendered himself conspicuous as a popular 
speaker, and gave testimoii} of the 
Uty which was one day to Icad.limi to 
eminence. He and Mt. King took the 
lead* ill the convention. Kvoiy day they 
made C0tiVert.s and bcc.ime more popular, 
until, ot I^stj* the question was carried 
against the declared dote ruii nation of liiosc, 
who came there for tlie express pur{Htsi‘ of 
defeating it. 

In 1784, when Mr. King took his aeat in 
congress, he rcnouiKcJ for ever, 
fessional occupation. Aljont two year* 
after, in 1780, he, married Miss Alsttp. the 
only child of John Alsnp. an opulent 
merchant, and one of tlie delegates of New- 
Vork in the first continental amgress ; .'ind 
»n the year 1788, he removed iVo'.n Alassa* 
chusetts to tlic city (jf.\iv.v Voik. Jn 1781#^ 
ho WAS chosen by the city one of ilie 
members of the legislature, and during its 
extra sessitn, in the sninmer of that year, 
he and general Schuyler were elected the 
fu<t senators from lim state, under (he coo* 
''titution of tlie I'niiod States, 

In 1794, when the Ilrilisli tre.ity was 
promulgate.d, and the uatiou was thrown 
into a violent ferment by tlie conflict of 
opinion on its nature and pruvi'<i(iiis, Mr. 
King appeared hy the si<le of his friend 
general nainilton, at a meeting of the ci- 
tizens which had been called in the public 
,'>lrcct, to explain and ilefend it. 

Hut they were not permitteil by the peo- 
ple to proceed in their harangue, and ib.ey 
^toiirod, reserving The eXplaiuifions they 

might have to offer, to he conveyril tlirough 
jiic press. A series of papers, was accor- 
;iin|(ly commenced, under aiie signature of 
damillus; of which those lelativc to the 
permanent articles of the treaty, the ten 
jirst iiundiers were writtrn l>> general 
Hamilton, and tlie remaiiidor, iho>.e lon- 
eerning the commercial and mavitiow ar- 
ticles, hy Mr. King. l>ut at that period, 
^they were all supposed to he from tlie pen 
of the former *, nor was it till sfivcr.il y« stfs 
alter, that the conirar\ was m^lc known,' 
and the infornialion then eain« from gene- 
ral Hamilton himself. In i!iC5C papers 
there is discovered a depth of rcsct'ii'ch, 
and an acquaintance with the various 
treaties and laws of differert nations on 
the subjects of navigalio^i, trade, and om- 
ritime law, which render them of iiiesti- 
inablc v.iluc. 

About this period Albert (Jallatin being 
chosen by Fcnn.sylvanid' a senator of the 
United States, a petition ^as preseiiletl 
from some of the citizens agaimst hisjiciffg 
permitted to take his seat, in which it w'as 
ille^cd that ho was nol qnalified*by haviii.’ 


been a (‘itiz.tn of me I uncii States a suffi- 
cient nun bfii' of years. Owing to the various 
^inodes ol naturalization adopted hy diffe- 
rent Slates, the question was involved in 
some ohscuril v, ami, liosiilcs, was one of 
the highest iiiq>ort:)nri' A warm and 
Iciiglheiud roiiirovevsv •I'Oie indie senate, 
in which the ablest men of both parties en- 
gaged. Among those who opposed the 
petition, .‘inil iiMiiitaiiied tlic richt of tlm 
returned member to his seat, were John 
Taylor of Virginia, i\fi. Monroe, and Mi. 
Hiirr ; on the other side wfie Klsworth. 
Strong, King, and tlieii political friends ; 
and to Mr. King it was assigned to answer 
Mr. Burr, in case lie should take, pari in 
the debate ; Mr. Burr did not rise to ad- 
dies.s tlir chair iin*il the President had pro- 
ceeded half way in piittinu the question ; 
ho then commeiiceil an harangue of grea' 
ilu^eiiuiiy When lie had finished, Mr. 
King iumicdintely replied, ^nd is said to 
have displiiyed his talents .is an orator, 
mote poivei fully than on any urcasiun dur- 
ing ifls whojc life. The debate, resulted in 
jVir. (.Jallatin’.'i exclusion from his seat. 

After the expiration of his fir.rt term oi 
service, lu was le-elecietl, and, in the 
Spring of ITOtl, while yet in Corgress. w.as 
a;>pointe.il hy lAtvsideiU Washington. Mi- 
ni.«!ter pleni|.oieniiary to the court of i Ireai 
Biirahi. Urfme this appointment the de- 
partment of Stale had bcon oflered to him. 
as successor to Mr K.indolph, which ap- 
poiiilment he declined. 

.Mr. King ii’pri'sciited ih* United Slates 
,at the Kiigli-h during the last year 

of i 'resident Wasliiiigton'i administratiiki, 
the whole of that of Mr. .Adams, and for 
two yeais of that of Mr. Jefferson, witli 
equal honour and iidvantngeto his country, 
and credit to hiin.self • 

V\ hue abroad, few f.ireigncrs lived on 
more iutirnatr ifiims with tlic piihlie. elm 
rae.UTs and litcrat\ men ol tin day. The 
extraordinary personal ii)lliiro«;e he ac 
qiiired at the coiirl of tiicat Britain, ena- 
bled him signally to mlvance the interesf; 
of the l iiited .'-it.'ilfs, and to piomote the 
vifws of iii.-sgovt‘rniiii iit. The chief sub- 
jects of in’gocialion committed toliis eliaigc 
were the claims of the Stale of Maryland, 
the northern and (astern biuindaries of tlic 
United States, and the questions relative, 
to the comnieii 0 of tin- Uiiiicd .States and 
iinprc.ssmenl of American seamen. 

'I'lic temper ol' tlie Bri^sh government 
towards their lato colonies was iwl llir; 
most friendly, but the dignity, mildiic&-(, 
and linmiess rd’ tlie American Ministet 
finally prevailed on them to agree to a* 
aniic:iblc4(ljuslmenl of most ol these diffi- 
eyk questions 'l‘hc MaryKaiid (daiin 
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rmaliy settled by a coiu’cntion in which 
the British government agreed to pay 6U0,* 
QpO/. 

A convention was also agreed to by the 
British government rckitivu to the bounda- 
*Vy lines, and after being signed by I^rd 
Uawkesbury and Mr. King, May 
1803, was rejected by Mr. Jefferson from a 
inistakqii idea relative to its eilcc upon the 
northerit boundary of Ijouisinua, the put* 
chase of which had then just been com- 
jileted. By that convention commissioners 
were to be dppointedi one by each party, 
and a third by the agreement of the tn'O 
conimissioDers, or by lot uui of two named 
by them, and these commissioiu'is were to 
(letennine the N. AVeat angle of JVova Sco- 
tia and from that point to run the boundary 
to the i\. West part of the Lake o; the 
Woods. Fnim that jioiiit the line was to 
be run directly to the nearest source oi tlk* 
Mississippi. was to this part, of the 
convention that the objection was made, 
lest it should interfere with the«.nurtheru 
boundaries of Louisiana; but tiiis prorccd- 
cd altogether from an impc.fcctknowledee 
of that {)ortion of tlie country and of the 
boundaries of the new cession. The resi- 
due of the convention related to the terri* 
toryuin the northern part of Maine, and 
provided for the settlement, in a speedy 
and economical manner, of a question, 
which has finally proved the source of se- 
rious uneasiness to both governments, and 
has fc<iuired the interposition, of a loreigii 
power as an umpire. 

The year previous to Ihisi, viz. Feb. 13tl> 
1C03, he induced the JJrilish government 
to accede to a proposition for aboiidiieg 
all discriminating duties afTet-.ting the na- 
vigation and commercial intercourse be- 
tween American and British territories, 
and a bill was introduced into Farliainont 
having that object in view. 

His special 'ittenlion to the interests of 
navigation was also evinced in the part he 
took in reference to the paldicaiioii of Sir 
Wm. Scott’s Admiralty Decisions. Pre- 
vious to that time, it had not been usual to i 
publish the decision.s of the English Admi- 
ralty courts, and while it was the gciiernlly 
received opinion tliat they administered 
the laws of nations, in matters of piizu, 
with great rigour, the Englisli asserted tluit 
they manifested greater moderation than 
the courts of other nations. Ijjmn the an- 
pointment of ^ir W'm. Scott ns a .fudge of 
Adm'ivalty, it occurred to Mr. King that it 
would be a good oppoitunity to commence 
a series of reports, which would subject 
■ The decisions of that enuri to the .supervi- 
sion of public opinion. >*itIiS4iiit view, 
liaving obtained the consent of Sir*JV. 


Scott, he applied to the British Ministciv, 
and having obviated his objections to the 
proposed publication, he induced Dr. ^ 
binsun to act as the reporter. The reports 
were at first published by subscription, as 
they were not expected to be called for by 
professional men, and Mr. King subscrib* 
ed for 50 copies in behalf cfaliis govern* 
lucnt. Before the publication of these de- 
cisions, the Admiralty Judges had been in 
the habit of nonsuiting bis Majesty's coun- 
cil amt iuliuwing their directions in giving 
jil^gMent in all iiovel prise r^aestions. 
This practice i\ as checked by the publica- 
tion ol their decisions and they thcucelortii 
were .rendered more conformable to the 
rules of national law 
The most important subject, however, 
committed to his charge, was that which rc- 
JaUul to the impressment of American Sea- 
men. and in which lie had nearly succeeded 
in procuring a renunciaiion of the preten- 
sions of (Itvat Britain s 

During the war between _ France and 
that power, which ended in 1801, he 
had been unwearied in urging that topic 
n|>nn the British ministry, and finally indu- 
ced them to assent to the principles of an 
agreement. ’J'he peace put an end to tne 
p'acticc and to the negotiation, and previ- 
ous to tins renewal of tho war, Mr King 
had requested JVom the i'resident peruiis* 
siim to return to his own country. 

Shortly before his embarkation, hostili- 
ties were renewed, and he made another 
strenuous effort to procure a renunciation 
of u practice so injurious to the indejMn- 
dcucc and honor of the United States. \Vith 
that view he submitted on the 7lh of May. 
180.3, the following urticlc : 

“ r%o prrsun shall be imprcsseil nr taken 
upon the bigh seas out of any ship or ves- 
std^clongiug to tlic subjects or citizens of 
one of the parties by the private or public 
armed ships or men of war belonging to or 
in tlie SCI vice of tb.i nibcr party.’* 

To tbi.s urticie Lord St. Vinuciit, the first 
lord of the .Admiralty, and Lord Hawken 
' bury, ihv 5'i'croiary of Slate for Foreign Af- 
fairs at firs.*- assented, but upon consultation 
with ! 'ir Vl'illiem Scolt, an exception was 
required in favor of the narrow seas. As 
this was the first lime the doctrine of vnarr. 
clausum was urged against this country, it 
(H.c?:>iiinGd rauc|) surprise in the mind of 
Mr. King, but after deliberatijly consider- 
ing tliu propo^'ijJ, iip determined t^ reject it 
ra. her than acquiesce in a principle frauglii. 
with consetpicnct^ so repugnant to the equa- 
Jily and naiiKliI ligiits of the U. S 
* Finding it impossible to effect a satisfac-^ 
tury arruiigcmcnt on this point, and tlm' 
other object": of his mission beio.g concluri- 
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vd, he departed lioi.i the Hriii»li Court, to 
the regret botli at tlie miii^try and of the 
lending members of the 0|){K)sition, and re 
turned to the United States, where he rAn- 
linued in rciircmeni until the late war with 
fireat Hrltain. He then conceived It to he 
his iRity to come forwafd and to convince 
the eueinv .tliat no party dilii'erence nmoni' 
Americims*Vbuld so far make them ftugi t 
their duly to their, country as to omit jni;- 
viding for its deftMiee. Ilis patiiotic sup- 
port of the ^vernment duiiiig iliat \va , and 
ilis determination to sacrifice party fJtll^'j 
and to unite with his friciids in the cdHimni 

ilcreiicf. acfjuin'd ior iiun the c-sterm ni'hi^ 

political opponents in his own state. 

in Idlll, he was chosen hy ihil I.r- 
Vislature of New York, which was then 
Democratic, a Senator of the United States. 
The nation was at that lime at war witli 
Urc.it Britain, and it ought to he recorded* 
M the eternal lioi'.oiir of Mr, King, that lie, 
V!i 3 ene of those S‘!'Bator3 whom no liahif 
f oppositimi to administiation, and no ar- 
bitrary classiftcation of supposed chums ci 
party could induce to a forgetfulness, that 
tile United sitates was his country ; and 
that the rights and the honour oQhat coiin- 
irjihc ought to support and nimnlain. It 
luis been oliscrvcd, tiiat tiic conduct of tim 
enemy in their destruction of Washing- 
ion, tended to unite all parties in America. 
The .speech of l\fr. King In the Senate, on 
ibis occasion, while it may compare with 
.my of hi.s former uftbrts, in eloquence, lia.s 
I lie rare and enviable di.stit)ction of heiic' 

. gpQipred and applauded for its sentiment:^ 
aiso.'by the wliolc nation. 

In 1816, while he was attending his dii- 
lie.s gt Washington, and without his know- 
ledge, he was nominated, by*a cunveuiiun 
of Delegates from tlie several counties of 
ihe state, a candidate for the office of G'n- 
vernorof New Ifork. With reluctance, 
and after much solicitation, he acquiesced 
ill the nomination. The result, liowcver, 
was unfavorable to the expectations of his 
friends. 

In 1820 , he was re-elected to the Senate 
where he continued until tlie expiration of 
the term in March, 18 ^. In 1 ^ 1 , he was 
a Delegate from the County of Queens, to 
the Convention which revised the Consti- 
tution of the State of New York- 

During the second period of his service 
in the Senate, he brought fforward several 
measures, which if they stood alone would 
entitle him to a high measure of enduring 
reputation. We allude to (be law requiring 
cash payments upon sales qf tlie public 
lands, and to the act of 1818 «lvhich is thuT 
foundiatioa of the navigation system oFthe 
United States. The first of tbeso acts was 


intended to remedy an evil, growing nut oi 
an aecunmimton of tiu* debt from the pur 
chasers of the \vt stern lands to the federal 
govcrninent llcfoie the passag:* of that lawi; 
tlieyhnii uhluined siiffiriput inliiieiice in con 
gross, to procure an annual r(‘mis^ioil ofth(« 
iuturust (if the dflit and an extensinn of tiK 
credit, aiui a paity wa.s obviously forming 
wliich would unoilay Imv.'*. endangered ilir 
proprietary rights of Um National fjovern 
inenr, and perluips have ha/.anh'd the iiar- 
niony of the union. By abolisliiog ihi' 
sains on credit, ami niuh(>ri.ciog ca^h sales 
of Hitiailer sections of territory at a mini 
mum jirifv. an c;my ami i-tthctnnl 

tva-sproviiled. 

The mnsi celebratid ineusiire however, Ir 
which Ml. King tmik n di^tiiigniKlieii pun 
during the .seeomr part of Ids legishtivi 
career, was in reference to the admission 

Missouri into the Uuiun. The warm 
uiid violent discussions wliirli ensued upoi 
tins .itieliipi to extend to M^soiiri the pro 
iiibtion ol slavery, which had beeip n 
wisely in?|tose.(l upon the N. W. Tciritory, 
prodiTccd a lAate of fi'cliug in a large por 
tion of the Union, vii.^y unlavourable to » 
rlispassionaic considi-ration of tlie claims 
of Mr. King to the gratitude of his countr\ 
for the part he inok o*i this occasion. 

It WH.s however perfectly consisteui will- 
his early opinions, and when taken ii; 
connexion willi his first promineiil act in 
the national councils, concerning slavery 
ill ilieN. W, territory and with i^lasi 
proposition made by him, at tlie close ol 
his legislative carreer, viz. to devote tiic 
proceeds of the public territory to 
emancipation and removaF of slaves ami 
free persons of colour to some country 
without the limits of thp U. S. it indi- 
cates the earnestness and sincerity of his 
efibrts to rescue his country the stain 
of slavery and to eradicate the most pro • 
minent source of internal weakness. 

Upon ilis retirement from the Senate 
with the intention of closing his politics! 
career, be was requested by Mr. Adams, 

• to again represent the U. S. at the Britisli 
'cour. With much reluctance and with 
the hope of contributing to the adjustment 
of several disputed questions between tlic- 
goveramcnis, he accepted the mission. 
Coiffident expectations were entertained, 
that the high respect and consideration in 
which he was personally held by the lea- 
ding members of the English cabinet would 
have essentially facilitated% satisfimtory 
arrangement of these questions, ana the 
marked attention paid to him on his arri- 
val by Mr. Canning and the oAer mioi-^ 
steis, pio^ that those expectations iwre 
not unjustly formed. An overruling Pro 
•’ 44 • 
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videncc, however, did not permit them to 
he realised. During ids voyage, Mr. 
King was atacked with a disease often the 
consequence of a voyage, and which so ini> 
^paired his health, as to prevent him fnfm 
entering upon an active discharge oftlie 
duties of his office. After remaining abroad 
a year, in the Jiope of re*estnblis1iing his 
iiealth without any improvement, he de- 
termined to return to die in his native land, 
in thp,bosom.of his family and his friends. 
Here, cheered by the attentions of anaffcc- 
'ionate family, utul in a conqiosed «ind cc- 
i^igned stale, he calmly awaited his ap- 
proaching end. 

MAaavis d£ la I'lace. 

JHarch 5. The JVTarquis de la I’laco, a 
{ 'rrnch mathematician and astronomer of 
I 111* first rank. This distinguislicd urnn- 
aicnt of scieiice was liio. son of a iiusb^iit-o 
man, rcsidfnt at r>cauniontcn Ange. near 
i^ont rEveqile. lie was horn in 1710: 

for some lim • he taught the matbpiiia- 

tics at the school in his nativrf town ; lint 
ill! was induced to regard I'twis ns the only 
piopci' splicrc for his talents. 'I'here, hy 
liis skill in analysis, and in tiic higlu'r g*;- 
ometry, he soon acquired rcpulnlion. iV. 
the e.\pencc and uiuh'r tlic immeiliate pa- 
(ronage of tlio nresiflimt, Do l^aron, he 
piiljlislicd ids first work, tlic “ Thcoiy of 
.'lie Motion and Eliptical Figure of the 
Planets.*’ M. la I'lace was the successor 
of Eo'zuut, ns examiner of the Pnyal Corps 
MfXrtillery : and he became, successively, 
member of toe Academy of Sciences, of tin: 
Vnitonal Institute, and of the Dourd 'of 
i*.ougitude. Ill 17%, he dedicated 10 the 
Council of Five Hundred Ids “Exposition 
of tlie System of tiie World;” and in the 
same year he 'appeared before the bar of 
iliat assembly, at the head of a deputation 
to present the Annual Report of the ]ira- 
t'.ccdings of the National Institute ; and, in 
an appropiatc address, devoted to the me- 
mory of men of talents and learning, he 
[laid an affecting tribute to the wortli of hi.s 
generous benefactor, De Saron. Somon 
time afterwards, he was, under the Coir- 
.*ular government, appointed Minister of 
the Interior ; from which office he was, in 
December 1799, transferred to the Con- 
servative Senate, to make room for Lii- 
'lan Buonaparte. In July, 1803, he was 
elected President of the Conservative Se- 
nate ; and, in September, he beomo 
f Chancellor tf that body, with the tiUc of 
Grflfnd Cordon of the Legion of Honour. 
In September, 1805, he made a report to 
ilie Senate, on the necessity of resuming 
Dip Cregorian calendar, an(i^ discarding 


that pf the Revolution, a piece of mummer v 
which, with all its absurdities, liad bceii 
stolen from the Dutch colonists at the 
Cape of Good Hope. M. La Place was, 
in 18^1, named counsellor to the Mater- 
nal society ; and, in 1813, Grand Cordon 
of the Re union. Jn April, 1814, ho* voted 
for a provisional government, and the de- 
tbomement of BuonaparfisjfA^iyices fov 
wiiich Louis XVllI. rewarded him with 
tlic dignity of a peer. He was nominatci! 
a mcnibe- of the French Academy ii: 
181 (k t'lnd President of the Commission 
^thc Re-organization of the Polytechni- 

rbcMi.'id. 

Resides numerous articles in the col 
lections of the. i\atiou»l Institute, tin. 
Academy of Sciences, and the I'olytcchnic 
Scliools, the principal viorks of la Placa 
were as follow:— “ Theory of the Motion 
aiul Elliptical Figmv of the Planets,’' 
1781; “Theory of tin* attrartions of Spin* 
loicl'., and tlic Figuic of ilie Planets,' 
I7n;i; “ Ex|io8iiii>ii of the system of tiiv 

World,’’ 2 vols 17!i(>; “Treatise on Ci . 
l.'Mial i\Icchauism,” 4 vnis. 1799, lf)<v. 
180, ‘ Analytical 'J'heory of I'rolmbiii 
live.” iGIii; I’hihiRophiciil Essay onJ’ri.- 
i»a 1)1 lilies,” 1814. 

The Marquis de h Place was, it' v.-i 
misi.'ike not, the first wlso analyticall'. 
pvoied the e.visuncp. ami extent oftlie In 
liar atmospben*, and verified its seciiia 
equation. Ho uUo detcrniined tlie rcci 
prncal pcrtuibnlioiis of .all tlic principa', 
planets; and he forwarded, by iniportain 
•Ijsrovpries, a similar work mi the Staid 
litesof Jupiter, commenced byLagruig. 
and completed liy Di lambie. His stndies 
werc not, however confined to the inallic- 
matics, geometry, and astronomy : l;c ilc 
voted himself, willi considerable ardour, U- 
chemistry ; in conjunction witli Lavoisici 
iic invented the calorimeter; .^nd he re 
pealed the experiments of Mongc and C.i 
vendiifli, on tlic decomposition of watci. 

Kixfi OF Saxon V. t 

J\Iay 6. At Dresden, aged 76, Frcdcric'i< 
Augustuif^ King of ^axony. 

He wtfi born Dec. 23, 1750, the eldest 
son of Frederick (’hristian, tlie preceding 
Elector, by the Princess Maria Antoinetta 
of Bavaria. At the age of thirteen lie suc- 
ceeded his father as Elector ; the adminis- 
tration being ifrtriisted, during his minority, 
to ins eldest uncle. Prince Xavier. In 
1768, when he assumed the gbvernment 
Saxony was still suffering from the ennse 
jucnccs of .the seven years war ; but, un- 
c dcr the rule .of the young prince, directed 
hyhis minister Ghtsclimidt, it soon attain 
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a coraparaiivcly flourisliing stale. In 
" of a few days, bank paper, 

which had been greatly depreciated, rose 
ibovc Its nominal value. , 

In 1769, Frederick Augustus married 
Mary Amelia Augusta, sister of the Elcct- 
®»aiwards King, of Bavaria. The only 
offspring of the marriage was one ihiughtcr, 
Mary in 1782, and married 

:n WtSTIo Ferdinand VII. King of Spain. 

In tlie early part of Frederick's Flecto* 
ral reign, the ancient Saxon code, iiuto- 
^fious for its severity in criminal cases, |;vas 
'greatly meliorated, and the torture 
cd. In 1776, a plot was formed against 
tlie ElMtor’s person ; but, througJi the in- 
tormation of the King of Prussia, it wa» 
discovered in time to prevent uiischief, ami 
I -olonel Agnolo, a Transalpine, the chief 
conspirator, was arrested. The Electress 
dowager, dissatisfied Aith her political mil- 
ilty in the State, was supposed to be iinpli- 
>':ited in this affair. *i'he sincere uttacli. 
raent to Um Ekrclor, at this poriurt, evmeid 

2 <iy Marcoiina, an Italian belonging to (he 
liouseliold, subsequently procured lor him 
die office of Minister. 

Maximilian, Elector of Bavaiia, the last 
male branch of his house, died in 1777. 
The^nearest heir to his personal property 
was the mother of the Elector of Saxony; 
mil, to enforce his claims as her reprci^cn- 
•ative, that Prince allied liiniself with 
(^'rederick II. of Prussia, in opposition to 
\nstria, which, after a single contest, wiili> 
drew her claims, and Frederick of Saxony 
necamc posscased of half u million sterling 
personal effects of the deceased 

Elector. 

By locality of situation, as well as by 
politiiml connexion, The Electpr of Saxony 
was induced to join with Prussia to watch, 
if not to over-awe Au.stria. He was also 
onnof the first to accede to the alliance 
of Princes, projected by the King of Prus* 
.«ia, ostensibly to support the neutrality of 
the secondary states of the empire, but 
virtually to operate against the schemes of 
Austria. ^ 

In 1791, Frederick of Saxony magoani- 
uiouily declined the offer of tlie ^rown of 
1’oland, proffered to him in the name of the 
Polish nation. In the same year, the nic- 
tnorable conferences between the Emperor 


avert the projected war against France; 
hut ho entCTed into the "coalition against 
that power with great reluctance. In the 
ensuing year, when the FreoQ^ troops in« 
vadedtlie Netherlands, and the district.*; in** 
the Lower Rhine, he waS compelled to Ihr* 


nish, for bis own protection, as a Prince ot 
the Empire, his contingent of troops of the 
general army. For four years he adliercd 
tojLhe allies; but when, affei the treaty of 
Basil, between Prussia and France, the 
Freiioh CJcnpral Jourdau, in lT9G„penctra* 
ted into Eranconia, he proposed an armis ■ 
lice, ami acted on the principle of neutra- 
lity. During the ( ongrchs of Rastiidt, from 
1797 tQj799, he exerted himself to the ut- 
most to preserve tin- initgrity.uf tho Em-' 
pile, ill the eonli’si lii-tneon 1* ranCe anil 
Austria, in lun.;, ho lemiidted r.emriil, hiir. 
from his cnimuxinn with Prussia, he wiin 
under tlie necessity of gi-iiitiiig to ilu 
troops of that piuver, a ua-sage iluoiigh 
Saxony: lui also, to luinUi., in the I'ol 
lowing yi*i ,a liiviy I mixiliiuios. 

The vii torfes ot and Aiit-i'stailt 
open Ills tervitcuies t'.' ll*i' I'n in li ; the re 
speetdiie to Ills per^ araeter provi’d 

*scr«i;i aiile to his pi ople ; t ill, a* the prici 
of the kijje* tot's iipulialii^, liiionapiirtt 
sulijrciid ‘-axoiiy to iieavv V'liuiiition.s. 
and lo ;i c<J|di'htdiuu ill amiiey ol l.oo®, 
OtHli. sterling. To kIu-vi- ius julijn ts, tlir 
Elecluv niadi’ ^u:at udvaiuT. to F'liio'e m»i 
oi his own personal tje.i.>iiry, and froin hi; 
own iiurMiusd i stairs. 

In umsetpieiii.e ol the tn-ati sia,nrd ai 
I'osen, in Deenidier Ji;or», ihc jiiiiiiii atioii-' 
of Dresden wire levelhd with tlie gionffd 
Sa.xony, limvever, was consiiinted a King 
doni; and us a King, ilu- Kleetor .-icci ili i. 
to the confedeiaijon oi tin- Phine. 'IT.c 
.subsequent treaty ot 'I’iisii eoiueyed 'uJdii' 
new King ceriaiirprovmces liij^aciu’d tron 
Pra.s.sia in various quariers. I'rcilcricl. 
was, on the utner haiiii. i.'onnd to iiiainiai**^ 
a body oi -.20.000 mOii, to he at the com- 
mand of Buonaparte for the delenee o; 
France. Eonsequeiiily in, 1809, iic: wa.-. 
compelled to march hi« troops against Air> 
tria; hut it was evideni that lin.- proola 
mations wbieli he issued from Kianki'ort, 
whither tie retired whilst his .states weir 
occupied by the Au.<irrians, wi:rt> dictated 
by his French coinexion. 

The King of .Saxony was oldigcd to (|ui( 
'Presdenon the approach of the Rui.sinr,s. 
in the b'-ginnihg of 1813; but he was res 
tored by France after the battles of I.iitxen 
and Bant/.en ; and afterw.nrds his country 
became tlic scat of war. iNiuncrous wcie 
the (lisR.sier.s Jliy which its niter ruin wnfi 
threatened. Dltimately, the King of Sax- 
ony tvas conducted to Berlin, while a Kus- 
.siah General commanded in Dresden. In 
October 1814, the Rnssian ofhitcr delivered 
up bis charge to the Prussians, a transfn 
supposed to have been long previously ar 
ranged. Against this arrangement, Frede 
rick made ;i/oiost energetic protest, pos*. 
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tivel y refusing his consent or lieceptance of of occupuion on the frontier of France . 
any indemnification whatsoever. At length, HU efforts wen henceforward sedu1ot:^I\. 
in Vebniary 1315, the Emperors of Russia employed in bealioe the deep and danger 
and Austria, and the King of Prussia, de* ou8' wounds of his KifigdoiA. Through tlio 
termined that tlie King of Saxony sMiuld ' iafoience of the King of Prussia, he, on 
relinquish to Prussia a tract ofj^aluable the Isi of May, 1817, acceded to the Hoh 
country, containing 164,000 inhabitants; Alliance. ,■ • ' 

lliat he should lose his share of Poland ; Hissfifajesty's successor is his cousin 
diat bo should cede tracts of laud to Saxe of the same name, ihcPstiji^his uncle, 
Weimar and to Austria ; and that hU re- MaximUlian, and Carolina M»jrTtwresa 
maiping tejgritory should be reddeed to an of Parma. He was born May 13, 1797 ; 
exteatofeountry, inhabited by only 1,1^,* he accompaiued the Saxon troops to 
000. Soon 'tRerwards, Frederick Augustus Fjfance in 18 1 5, and he was then contiac- 
united hiji contingent of troops to Ure allied^tpd with a daughter of the Emperor *•! 
irmies, and they formed a part of the army^AiIltria. 

FINIS 


ERRATA. 


^Ve20, line 

• 

2(1 from bottom, insert <a.* 

Page 191. 

line 1, for < them’ read 'him.’ 

123, 

6 do. for * Benson' 

209. 

3, for ' more* read ' mere.' 

read * Benton.' 

212, 

9, from bottom, for * hubin 

157, line ult for ‘signor’ read *Sr.‘ 

read • Eulia.* 

f 

9 from bottom, for 'had* 
read ‘were.' 

229, 

7, for* Capitol* read 'cap; 
tal.’ 

159, 

14, for ‘fratronate’ read * pa* 
tronate.' 

232, 

20, for ‘ Resirepo* read ‘ Ke 
venga.* 

160, 

10, for ‘ laying* read * lying.' 
8, froR^ bottom, insert 'he' 
before 'conceived.* 

247, 

5 from bottom, aRer * Ap 

166, 


cucho'in|prt ‘were stu* 
tioned ai^Lima.’ - 
Ofroni bottom, for“ liber’ 


• 

167, 

10, for ' indicative* read 'win- 

269, 

% 

dicatory.' 

274, 

read * libre.’ 

175, 

2 from bottom, for ‘ Civilo* 
read'Cirilo.' 

6, after ' provisional’ insci* 
• 'director.* 

177, 

• 4 from bottom, for * Raou* 

281, 

19, for ‘ Ciliciioi* read ' Ch', 


read ‘Raoul* 


lecitos.* 

181, 

19, for ' included* read'iu* 
duccd.* 

283, 

2, for 'execution* read 
* executive.* 

188, 

for * decrees* read *de’ 

288, 

16, for ‘some* read *nouc ' 






